This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 
to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 
to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 
are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  marginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 
publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  this  resource,  we  have  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 

We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  from  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attribution  The  Google  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  informing  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liability  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.  Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 


atjhttp  :  //books  .  qooqle  .  com/ 


.     \ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


hkl 


i  Google 


Digitized  by } 


.     k 


Digitized  by ' 


'f 


hkl 


V^     Digitized  by  G00gk 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


JStoarapbles  ano  portraits 

I 


...OF  THE.... 


fjpogpessi^e  ^et)  of  jo^a 


Volume  11    / 


Xeaoere  in  JSueineee,  politics  ano  tbe  professions 


TOQCTHCR  WITH  THE 
SEQINNINOS  OF 


H  Western  Commonwealth 


...»Y.... 


Benjamin  f.  Sbambaugb,  pb.  ©. 


Dee  Aotnee 

Conawag  &  Sbaw,  pu  bite  be  re 

1899 


•  •  -      • 


DigtfizWbyVi*.C)CK 


THE  NEW  ro'?v 

956485A 

J*™*    LEWOX   AVI) 


PRESS  OF 

CONAWAT  &  SHAW 

DBS  MOINES 


fet' 


Digitized  by 


Google 


INDEX 


Ainsworth,  Lucian  L 122 

Allen,  Charles  Barton,  M.  D 541 

Allison,  William  Boyd 73 

Allen,  William  L.,  M.  D 105 

Amsberry,  Albert  Lincoln,  M.  D 533 

Anderson,  Bert  Bidlack 108 

Anderson,  Albert,  M.  D 110 

Anderson,  John  E 596 

Anundsen,  Brynild 593 

Andrews,  Marvin  Fox 110 

Andre,  Dr.  T.  J. 528 

Arildson,  Peter  Christian 527 

Ashley,  Samuel 107 

Athearn,  Dr.  Elisha  Sargent 106 

Athearn,  Walter  Scott 540 

Atlee,  John  C 525 

Atkinson,  John  Franklin 528 

Averill,  Arthur  T 441 

Ayers,  Samuel  Parker 641  &  642 

Anderson,  Edwin 635 

Adams,  Albert  Martin 642 

Barrett,  Richard  C 114 

Babb,  Washington  Irving 120 

Ballreich,  Charles  A 147 

Bartlett,  Moses  Willard 150 

Barrows,  Frank  E 525 

Bell,  Rice  Howe  .  / 104 

Bfeal,  Albert  R.,  M.  D 124 

Beyer,  Henry  Fleck 134 

Beal,  Lucian  Wells 139 

Bever,  James  Lorenzo 151 

Becker,Dr.  Fred  J 154 

Bennett,  Fred  A 160 

Beyers,  Howard  Webster 213 

Beardshear,  William  M 438 

Beam,  Wilna  Watson,  M.  D 547 

Bird,  John  W 129 

Blrdsall,  Benjamin  P 156 

Bishop,  Judge  Charles  Alvord 553 

Bissell,  Prof.  George  W 566 

Bjorkman,  Otto  Frederick  George 117 

Blair,  Joel  C 116 

Blood,  Jared  P 132 

Blakely,  Dr.  William  Thomas 530 

Boies,  Horace    85 

Bowen,  Asa  B.,  M.  D Ill 

Bbatman,  Richard  James 112 

Boeworth,  George  L 126 


Bogan,  William  Levi,  M.  D 127 

Bonson,  Robert 128 

Bowen,  Daniel  Hampton 142 

Bolter,  Lemuel  R 635  &  143 

Bourquin,  Eugene 156 

Booth,  Edmund 560 

Bopp,  Jacob  W 597 

Brown,  ASrtemus    113 

Brown,  Joseph  Davis 118 

Brown,  Robert  H 131 

Brown,  John  G   138 

Brown,  Dr.  Caleb 146 

Brown,  Nicholas  B 148 

Brown,  Timothy 444 

Brewster,  Stanford  Ashley 119 

Brady,  William  Perry 125 

Broadie,  Aifred  Adam 130 

Brower,  Dr.  E.  D 133 

Broeksmit,  John  Cornelius 140 

Brock,  George  Griffith 154 

Brower,  George  Lloyd 157 

Brooks,  Dr.  Alfred  L 159 

Bradley,  Frank  P 524 

Bradt,  James  Hinton 155 

Budd,  Prof.  J.  L 135 

Burrows,  George  Washington 137 

Burroughs,  Samuel  Ellis 145 

Burnside,  George  W 149 

Butler,  William 152 

Busby,  Isaac  Newton,  M.  D 158 

Byers,  Melvin  H   217 

Baldwin,  John  !N" 635 

Bennett,  H.  T 635 

Bicknell,  A.  D 635 

Bicknell,  Frank  Wade 620 

Blanchard,  Senator  L.  C 635 

Bloodgood,  Freeman  H 635 

Rrunson,  A.   A 635 

Carter,  Memnon  J 165 

Cass,  Joseph,  Forrest 167 

Carney,  James  Loring 171 

Carpenter,  Thadeus  Bradley 173 

Carr,  Spencer  Howard 176 

Call,  Ambrose  A 181 

Calvin,  Samuel 186 

Campbell,  Cassius  L.,  M.  D 190 

Carpenter,  George  Paul,  M.  D 193 

Campbell,  Remer  Cain 197 

Digitized  by  LiOOQ IC 


IV 


INDEX 


Campbell,  Scott  Carmino 203 

Cass,  Stephen  F 204 

Carpenter,  David  Reese 207 

Call,  Rev.  Levi  Nelson 210 

Carlisle,  Levi  B 523 

Calkins,  Adelbert  Theodore 5  £4 

Chandler,  George 164 

Cherry,  Amos  R 195 

Clarkson,  Richard  Perkinhon   87 

Cleaver,  James  Harvev,  M.  D 109 

Clark,  Col.  Charles  A 177 

Clark,  Talton  E 179 

Clark,  Dr.  Elbert  Warren 185 

Clark,  Dr.  Henry  H 198 

Clark,  Captain  James  S 201 

Clark,  Edward  Fessenden 209 

Cleveland  , William  Fisher 183 

Clyde,  Jefferson  Fern 192 

Clancy,  Albert  Worthington 599 

Conger,  Major  Edwin  H 93 

Cook,  Sylvanus  D 161 

Cornwall,  Wendell  Williams 163 

Cowles,  La  Monte 172 

Cole,  William  Ramey T74 

Cousins,  John  A 182 

Cottrell,  William  Durant  Gardner 187 

Cone,  John   188 

Cox,  George 190 

Conn,  James  Emmett 191 

Coe,  Josiah 199 

Cook,  Col.  Thomas  Z 202 

Connolly,  Thomas 205 

Cole,  Judge  Chester  C 447 

Cokenower,  Harvey  Leroy,  M.  D 184 

Cosgrove,  Bishop  Henry 46:3 

Conner,  James  P 464 

Cownie,  John    491 

Collier,  A.  D 591 

Crain,  John  Bond,  M.  D 168 

Cruiekshank,  John  Perkins 170 

Crow,  Henry  Harrison 208 

Craig,  Frederick  W 166 

Crowell,  Charles  C 565 

Craig,  Senator  George  M 592 

Cummins,   Albert  B 89 

Cunningham,  Albert  R 194 

Curtis,  Charles  Franklin 196 

Curtis,  George  Martin 599 

Christian,  George  M 635 

Conaway,  Alpheus  Barto,  M.  D 617 

Conaway,  Henrv  Oliver,  M.  D 618 

Conaway,  Charles  D.,  M.  D 631 

Dawson",  Thomas  Cleland 102 

Dalbey,  James  William,  M.  D 222 


Daughenbaugh,  Abraham  R 224 

Dawson,  Edward  A 480 

Daily,  Dr.  Milton 549 

Dean,  Dr.  Frank  Wilson 210 

Dennison,  John 225 

Denison,  John  Chase   226 

Deemer,  Horace  E 471 

Dixon,  Charles  Kilborn   211 

Dick,  George  Stuart 212 

Dingwell,  Andrew,  D.  D.  S 522 

Dolliver,  Jonathan  Prentiss 78 

Doughty,  James 214 

Doxsee,  Jacob  Wilbur 218 

Dows,  Stephen  Leland 466 

Dows,  Col.  William  Greene 460 

Doughty,  Parker  Allen 519 

Drake,  Gen.  Francis  Marion 97 

Driver,  Dr.  Frederick  Joseph 221 

Drake,  Dr.  Joseph  H 470 

Dumont,  Amasa  Brooks 216 

Duffield,  Dr.  Hamilton  P 220 

Dudley,  Charles  Ashman 465 

Davis,  James  Cox 633 

Early,  David  Carr 452 

Ely/  John  Fellows,  M.  D 229 

Ellis,  Lyman  A 231 

Ericson,  Charles  John  Alfred 227 

Eaton,  W.  L 636 

Edwards,  M.  F 636 

Ellyson,  Gideon  D 616 

Ewing,  David  Rittenhouse 601 

Farr,  Edgar  P 103 

Ferris,  Frank  L 322 

Fegan,  Joseph  Dever 534 

Fell,  Marion  Albert   545 

Finlayson,  Dr.  John  A 474 

Foster,  Sidney  A 473 

Frazer,  John   232 

Freeland,  John  William 52  I 

Funk,  James  Hutchinson 232 

Fulkerson,  William  A 490 

Fullerton,  Dr.  Oscar  John 537 

Forbes,  J.  M 636 

Frick,  M.  W 636 

Funk,  Abraham  B 603 

Fuller,  William  E 636 

Garrison,  Henry  Labon 285 

Gable,  Gconre  Harvey 243 

Gaines,  Homer 244 

Galland,  Washington 247 

Gallup,  William  Harrison 240 

Garretson,  TSarclav  F 250 

Garver,  J.  E.,  M.  D 282 

Gear,  John  Henry 100 

Digitized  by  LiOOQ IC 


INDEX 


Gitchell,  John  R 240 

Gilbertson,  Gilbert  S ; 241 

Gill,  Samuel  H •. 245 

Given,  Judge  Joeiah 47C 

Gilbert,  George  566 

Goodell,  George  Arthur . .  251 

Gormly,  Thomas  Andrew 23? 

Graves,  Charles  Rush 2:34 

Graves,  Joseph  F 234 

Greenlee,  Francis  Pearce 236 

Green,  Cassius  M 237 

Gray,  John  Henry  Davy 242 

Greattrax,  John  Henry,  M.  D 475 

Geisler,  James  Levi 608 

Getz,  Dr.  H.  L 630 

Gibson,  John 637 

Gorrell,  Dr.  J.  R 637 

Griswold,  Henry  J 637 

Hanchett,  Alfred  Phineas 260 

Haggard,  David  A 263 

Hanna,  George  W 267 

Hanna,  Dr.  John  Walker 269 

Hayden,  Arthur  Sumner,  M.  D 269 

Hallberg,  Alfred  272 

Hartshorn,  Elden  John 275 

Harrison,  Isaac  P 282 

Hanna,  Philip  C 445 

Hamilton,  John  T 459 

Hanawalt,  George  P.,  M.  D 478 

Haughen,  Gilbert  N. 479 

Hancock,  Charles  Thomas 520 

Hawks,  Sewell  Goddard 532 

Hamilton,  Bert 568 

Henderson,  Col.  David  Bremner 83 

Hemenway,  Herman  Caswell 257 

Helsell,  Rev.  Jesse 273 

Hermann,  Dr.  John   274 

Herriman,  J.  B 276 

Henry,  Lyman  H 517 

Hess,  John  P 548 

Hildreth,  Azro  Benjamin  Franklin. . . .  261 

Hinkson,  Fred  Oscar   ] . . .  277 

Horton,  Dr.  Frank  W 254 

Horton,  Col.  Charles  Commins 255 

Hopkins,  Dr.  Alfred  Grant 256 

Holsman,  Henry  Benjamin 258 

Hornibrook,  Dr.  Edward 259 

Home,  Dr.  William 270 

Hoag,  Dr.  Harry  Martin 279 

Hornstein,  John 558 

Hopkins,  Frederick  567 

Hull,  John  Albert  Tiffin 91 

Huff,  Henry  Lewis 25;] 

Hubbard,  Ackley 264 


Hutchinson,  Norman  R 265 

Hughes,  George  Edward 268 

Hutchins,  Dr.  James  Henry 271 

Hunter,  John  D 280 

Hungerford,  John  B 283 

Hunter,  Edward  H 542 

Hyskell,  Charles  Mabee 252 

Haley,  F.  E 637 

Hambleton,  A.  F.  N 637 

Hart,  E.  L 637 

Head,  Mahlon 637 

Jaques,  William  Henry  Clay 284 

Jay,   Arthur  D 285 

Jackson,  Edward  R.,  M.  D 480 

•Jepson,  William 536 

Jones,  Newell  Norman 286 

Johnson,  Charles  F 287 

Johnston,  Benjamin  E 480 

Joyce,  David : 516 

Eamrar,  John  L 291 

Kastlin,  Jacob 297 

Kent,  John  B 294 

Keables,  Benjamin  F   . ; 295 

Keenan,  C.  S 296 

Kemble,  John  M 298 

Kellogg,  Lorenzo 301 

Kent,  William  Gustavus 303 

Kelly,  Edmund  Levi 338 

Keenan,  John  Anslow 515 

King,  Frank  Ray,  M.  D 288 

Kilburn,  Lucien  Moody 302 

Kirby,  George  Frederick 304 

Klemme,  H.  J 292 

Knoepfler,  John  Baptist 290 

Knott,  Edward    293 

Krout,  Dr.  Jacob  B 300 

Kuhlemeier,  August  H 516 

Kyte,  Francis  M 289 

Kurtz,  Christian  H 609 

Lamb,  Lafayette   307 

Lamb,  Artemus 308 

Lahee,  John 313 

Lake,  Col.  Jed 317 

La  Vake,  William  O 426 

Leo,  Ernest  Alexander 309 

Lee,  Alfred  Wilson 311 

Lee,  William  R 312 

Little,  Dr.  Frederick  Henry 306 

Lingenfelter,  James  Franklin 316 

Loft,  Henry  Livingston 305 

Lovell,  George  W 311 

Lockin,  Joseph  Cooper 314 

Lowry,  Jacob  J 315 

Lundien,  Edwin  Maximus ^..  309 

Digitized  by  LiOOQ IC 


VI 


INDEX 


Lyon,  Col.  Delos  E 569 

Larrabee,  William 637 

Laylander,  0.  J 63S 

Letts,  Colonel  Frank  C 638 

Lincoln,  General  James  Hush 604 

McAllister,  Dr.  Charles   327 

McCarthy,  Cornelius  George 319 

McCoy,  Joseph 324 

McColl,  Anthony  M 328 

McCray,  Alvin  Jasper 557 

McFarlane,  Daniel  C,  M.  D 326 

McLaury,  Charles  S 513 

McMbrray,  John  Parry 323 

McVey,  William  S 513 

McVey,  Alfred  Henry 552 

McArthur,  W.  C 638 

McClain,  Emil 638 

Marston,  Anson 325 

Mayne,  Samuel   329 

Mack,  Walter  Brewster 330 

Martin,  William  Birney 334 

Macrae,  Donald,  M.  D 348 

Mackenzie,  Charles   349 

Macartney,  Frederick  Charles 350 

Marquardt,  George  W 457 

Metcalf,  John 332 

Merry,  Captain  John  F 343 

Meservey,  Stillman  Taylor 351 

Merriam,  Frank  Finley   594 

Mitchell,  Bennett,  D/D 328 

Miles,  Justian  Williard 341 

Milliman,  James  Cutler 345 

Miles,  Samuel  P 347 

Millard,  Isaac  C 353 

Miller,  Homer  Allen 460 

Montgomery,  Wallace  Scott 346 

Morris,  Miles 347 

Mogridge,  Dr.  George 350 

Moon,  Dr.  Arnold  Carpenter 352 

Morrison,  D.  A 529 

Moore,   Milton  A 555 

Muirhead,  Dr.  George  Satley 514 

Mason,  Edward  Randall 612 

Mahoney,  John  Walton   606 

Magee,  Rev.  John  C 638 

Marsh,  Dr.  Charles  F 638 

Marsh,  Oscar  H. 638 

Martin,  Col.  L.  M 638 

Melendy,  Peter   638 

Mitchell,  William  0 630 

Mills,  Earl 639 

Nash,  John  A3asco 556 

Newbold,  Joshua  Giddings 355 

Ney,  John  J 512 


Nestor,  Dr.  Robert  J 523 

Newcomb,  Hoyt  B 359 

Newton,  Fred.Sheldon 360 

Nichols,  George  Allen 361 

Nietert,  Henry  J 354 

Noel,  David  Wilson 356 

Norton,  Charles  W 357 

Nutter,  Harry  Carroll 362 

Oldt,  Prof.  Franklin  T 363 

Osborn,  Herbert 364 

Palmer,  Dr.  Charles  Alfred 372 

Palmer,  Austin  Norman 442 

Pattison,  Dr.  Israel 505 

Packard,  Jeffrey  Griffith 571 

Pearson,  William  L 320 

Penn,  Edward  Livingston 392 

Peters,  Harry,  M.  D 511 

Phillips,  William 367 

Pingrey,  William  Henry 368 

Pickard,  Luther  H 374 

Poston,  Rufus  C 366 

Powers,  Dr.  Fred  Willard 639  &  369 

Powers,  Joseph  Lewis 370 

Porter,  James    372 

Poor,    Cornelius   L 508 

Potter,  Earl  Trottingham 510 

Potter,  John  C 511 

Preston,  William  Turner 373 

Preston,  Joseph  Hamilton 570 

Pusey,  Nathan  Marsh 481 

Packard,  Stephen  B 639 

Parvin,  T.  S 639 

Perkins,  Royal  Austin 627 

Porter,   Joseph    613 

Potter,  L.  F 639 

Prall,  Dr.  A.  A 639 

Pray,  Gilbert  B 639 

Pugh,  R.  W 639 

Randall,  Andrew  Van  Sant 501 

Randolph,  Dr.  Hiram  T 503 

Reiley,  Lewis  Albert 37S 

Reynolds,  Charles  Edward 381 

Reed,  Judge  Joseph  Rea 382 

Reiniger,  Robert  G 482 

Remington,  Dr.  Frederick  Adelbert 504 

Richardson,  George  H 379 

Ricord,  Edward  R 500 

Rice,  Henry  Sebastian 505 

Roberts,  George  E 95 

Robinson,  Fred  S 376 

Rowland,  David  Matthew 377 

Rogers,  Harrison   381 

Rownd,   Charles   A 383 

Rodgers,  Alonzo  E 384 

Digitized  by  LiOOQ IC 


INDEX 


VII 


Robinson,  Benjamin  Franklin   385 

Ronna,  Jurgen  F 503 

Roach,  William  Leroy 546 

Rumple,  Capt.  John  N.  W 483 

Ragsdale,  George  II 614 

Robertson,  Dr.  J.  C 640 

Sanborn,  Caleb  Mastin 397 

Santee,  Charles  Berton 389 

Sapp,  Major  Basket 388 

JSampson,  Dr.  Frank  Ernest 410 

_^j5*bin>  Henry 440 

Salinger,  Benjamin  I 454 

Saunders,  Presley   575 

Sanders,  Charles  Willard   577 

iJanborn,  George   578 

j/_Seerley,  Homer  Horatio 390 

Sells,  Cato 395 

Seerley,  John  J 409 

Shaver,  Isaac  H 391 

Shattuck,  Angus  Lorenzo 498 

Shepardson,  Jared  B 551 

Simms,  Jacob    411 

Sinclair,  Thomas  McElderry 485 

Singleton,  Eustace  Monett,  M.  D 574 

Skinner,  Elisha  H 509 

Sleeper,  A.  W 539 

Smith,  Joseph   335 

Smith,  A.  St.  Clair 391 

Smith,  Prof.  Charles  Edward,  A.  B 408 

Smyth,  P.  Henry 394 

Smyth,  Judge  James  D 486 

Small,  William  Boswell,  M.  D 398 

Suavely,  Henry  Eandig  Hiffelbower.  .  .  402 

Snyder,  Melancthon  Blaham 487 

Soper,  C.  P.,  M.  D 399 

Spofford,  D.  E 400 

Sprague,  Damon  Noble 412 

Spencer,  Harry  Lindley 449 

Spencer,  Amoe  Peasley 451 

Spreng,  Theodore  F.  H.,  M.  D 572 

Spalding,  Edward  Burson 386 

Stewart,  Albert  Gallatin 405 

Stewart,  John  R 411 

Stever,  Dr.  Mortimer  F 438 

Stivers,  Thomas 495 

Stewart,  David  T.,  A.  M.,  M.  D 495 

Stone,  Thomas  Jefferson 497 

Stover,  M.  W 499 

Steele,  William  H 407 

Stapleton,  Thomas 501 

Steadman,  John  J 538 

Stone,  John  Y 573 

Stout,  Frank  D 577 

Sutherland,  Donald  W 403 


Sweet,  Burton  Erwin   401 

Swan,  Joseph  Henry 404 

Saunders,  Colonel  C.  G 640 

Schmidt,  Harry 640 

Shaw,  Gov.  Leslie  Al 640 

Snyder,  E.   A 640 

St.  John,  Robert 640 

Stilson,  O.  H 640 

Stoner,  Dr.  Charles  E 641 

Stout,  Henry  Lane   641 

Stout,  James  E 641 

Taylor,  Henry  J 414 

Talmadge,  Charles  Henry   , .   417 

Taylor,  Dr.  James  F 579 

Temple,  Marcellus  Luther 418 

Thompson,  Jasper 420 

Tooley,  John  415 

Towner,   Horace   M 441 

Tolerton,  James  Jared 580 

Treat,  Garry 416 

Treynor,  Dr.  Vernon  Lawrence 422 

Tedford,  Howard 641 

Thompson,  F.  M 641 

Thompson,  Colonel  J.  K.  P 641 

Tirrill,  R.  W 641 

Townsend,  Edward   642 

Trewin,  James  Henry 622 

Vail,  John  Deloss 423 

Van  Dyke,  John  B 493 

Vollmar,  Henry 488 

Warwick,  Dr.  Francis  B 436 

Wallace,  Henry 450 

Waite,  John  Leman 563 

Waterbury,  Charles  Dann 585 

Weiser,  Emilius  Ugenfritz 432 

Weaver,  General  James  B 550 

Welch,  Ira  L.,  M.  D 586 

Webster,  J.  C 588 

White,  Milton  Wykoff,  M.  D 427 

Wheeler,  John  R 434 

Whitlock,  Charles   507 

White,  Dr.  John  A 581 

Whaley,  Alvin  M 562 

Wilson,  James 80 

Wise,  Charles  Adolph 333 

Williams,  Francis  Marion 431 

Williams,  Joseph  H 437 

Wilson,  Lanson  Curtis,  M.  D 455 

Wilson,  Rollin  J 581 

Wonder,  W.  H 425 

Woodbridge,  Dr.  Ward 506 

Wood,   Andrew  J 561 

Wolf,  Judge  William  Penn 583 

Woodbury,  Dr.  Edmund  Israel 589 

Digitized  by  LiOOQ IC 


vin  INDEX 

Wright,  George  Franklin 428  Will,  Dr.  F.  J 642 

Wright,  Samuel  Sherman 435  Williams,  George  T 642 

Wright,  Carroll   582  Wood,  Dr.  I.  C 642 

Wadsworth,   Samuel   B    624  Woodward,  J.  C.  &  W.  W 642 

Wallace,  Joseph 625  Wright,  Charles  Lusellis   632 

Walsh  Bros 628  Tost,  Francis  Marion,  M.  D 581 

Wettstein,  Frank  Eugene 626  Zink,  Townsend  Murphy \587 

Whitney,  Cassius  H 4 ...   642 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  BEGINNINGS    OF   A    WESTERN    COM- 
MONWEALTH. 


By  Benjamin  F.  Shambaugh,  Ph.  D., 

Profeuaor  of  Political  Science  in  the  State  University  of  Iowa. 


INTRODUCTION. 


"It  is  with  a  reverence  such  as  is  stirred 
by  the  head  waters  of  some  mighty  river 
that  one  looks  back,"  to  the  beginnings  of 
Iowa  history  and  contemplates  the  wonder- 
ful transformations  and  unparalleled  devel- 
opments that  have  taken  place,  all  within 
the  brief  period  of  three  score  years  and  ten. 
Within  the  memory  of  men  still  living  a 
new  commonwealth  has  been  born,  nour- 
ished, matured.  Vast  prairies  have  been 
turned  into  innumerable  farms.  Corn,  oats, 
wheat,  rye,  timothy  and  blue-grass  have 
taken  the  place  of  wild  vegetation.  Swamps 
have  been  made  to  produce  cereals  instead  of 
malaria.  Forests  have  been  cleared  or,  alas 
too  often,  ruthlessly  destroyed.  Oaks  have 
been  hewn  into  lumber,  logs,  rails,  posts 
and  cord-wood.  Prairie  chickens,  quail, 
grouse  and  deer  have  disappeared ;  and  cat- 
tle, sheep  and  hogs  now  cover  a  thousand 
hills.  The  ox-cart  and  cradle  are  no  more. 
Log-houses  are  relics.  A  stake-and-rider 
fence  is  rarely  seen.  Stage-coaches  have 
given  place  to  parlor  cars  and  mail  coaches. 
The  mill  on  the  stream  is  silent;  for  the 
powers  of  water  and  of  wind  have  surren- 
dered to  the  powers  of  steam.  Villages, 
towns  and  cities  everywhere  add  to  the 
evidences  of  a  growing  civilization.  School- 
houses,  churches,  colleges,  and  a  State  Uni- 
versity bespeak  culture.  Marvelous  growth ! 
Unparalleled  development!  Inspiring  evo- 
lution! 

The  truth  is  that  here  under  western  skies 
have  been  laid  the  foundations  of  a  mighty 
Commonwealth, — a  Commonwealth  that  is 
just  becoming  conscious  of  vast  material 


resources,  limitless  soul-power,  a  glorious 
history,  and  a  future  of  boundless  possibili- 
ties. Our  people  are  just  beginning  to  real- 
ize that  Iowa  is  no  longer  a  child  of  the 
frontier,  but  a  mature,  rich,  energetic,  and 
an  eminently  sane  and  healthy  Common- 
wealth. 

As  the  biography  of  a  great  man  is  eagerly 
read,  so  the  history  of  a  great  Common- 
wealth becomes  a  subject  of  intellectual  in- 
terest. To-day  the  history  of  Iowa  has  its 
enthusiastic,  thoughtful  readers.  Men  and 
women  have  a  yearning  desire  to  learn  more 
about  the  origin,  the  growth,  and  the  devel- 
opment of  this  western  Commonwealth. 
They  are  eager  to  trace  its  social  and  polit- 
ical progress,  and  to  note  the  steps  by  which 
institutions,  principles,  and  ideals  have 
come  to  be  what  they  are.  Nor  is  the  his- 
tory of  Iowa  studied  as  a  catalogue  of  facts 
chronologically  arranged.  On  the  contrary, 
the  history  of  our  Commonwealth  is  viewed 
as  an  evolution — a  chapter  in  the  evolution 
of  American  civilization — a  product  of  pro- 
gressive history. 

Of  course  the  history  of  Iowa's  evolution 
has  not  yet  been  written.  Before  it  can  be 
fully  and  accurately  told,  many  years  must 
pass.  "At  present  there  is  not  a  chapter  of 
the  record  that  is  wholly  finished.  The 
manuscript  is  already  worn  with  erasures, 
the  writing  is  often  blurred,  the  very  lan- 
guage is  uncouth  and  strange.  Yet  even 
now  the  outline  of  a  continuous  story  is  be- 
ginning to  appear — a  story  whose  chief  cre- 
dential lies  in  the  fact"  that  it  has  been  lived 
out  by  a  plain,   unpretentious,  democratic 
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people  who  consciously  or  unconsciously 
have  striven  to  realize  somewhat  of  the 
ideals  of  citizenship. 

In  these  few  pages  no*  attempt  is  made  to 
recount  the  whole  story  of  Iowa's  birth. 


Such  an  undertaking  would  be  presump- 
tuous. But,  it  is  even  now  possible  to  sug- 
gest the  topics  of  some  of  the  interesting 
chapters.  And  this  will  be  the  purpose  of 
what  follows. 


A  HISTORY  OF  GOVERNMENTS. 


The  earliest  history  of  Iowa  is  best  char- 
acterized by  saying  ot  it  what  Judge  Cooley 
has  said  ot  the  history  of  Michigan,  namely : 
it  is  a  history  of  governments.     For    the 
changes  in  sovereign  and  subordinate  juris- 
diction have  been  as  great  in  Iowa  as  in 
Michigan.    Indeed,  from  the  discovery  and 
occupation  of  the  territory  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi river  down  to  the  year  182 1,  Iowa's 
history — so  far  as  it  may  be  said  to  have  had 
a  history  during  this  period— -is  wholly  a 
history  of  governments.     Peoples  with  oc- 
cupations, customs,   manners  and   morals, 
forming  a  society  and  developing  institu- 
tions, constitute  no  part  of  its  earlier  an- 
nals.   It  is,  for  the  most  part,  a  bare  record 
of  treaties,  grants,  appointments,  statutes, 
ordinances  and  proclamations.    It  is  true 
that  in  certain  parts  of  this  western  country 
there  were,  even  during  this  early  period, 
societies    forming    and    developing  which 
called  for  a  certain  amount  of  governmental 
activity ;  but  in  the  region  that  is  afterwards 
to  become  Iowa,  the  inhabitants  were  too 
few  and  too  far  removed  from  the  settled 
country  either  to  take  any  part  in  the  earlier 
governments  or  to  be  affected  in  any  other 
than  a  nominal  way  by  their  regulations. 
Nevertheless  a  sketch  of  the  early  history 
of  Iowa  would  be  incomplete  without  a  sum- 
mary view  of  these  historic  governments. 
Since  through  them  Iowa,  on  the  one  hand, 
touches  historically,  by  way  of  Louisiana, 
France  and  Spain,  the  institutions  of  the 
Civil  Law  of  Rome,  and  on  the  other  hand 
is  actually  linked  by  way  of  the  Northwest 
Territory  to  the  institutions  of  the  Common 
Law  of  England. 

THE  PROVINCE  OF  LOUISIANA. 

Geographically  Iowa  constitutes  a  portion 
of  the  territory  known  in  American  history 
as  the  "Louisiana  Purchase.1'  Its  earliest 
history,  therefore,  takes  its  beginnings  in  the 
history  of  Louisiana,  a  province  that  was 
first  settled  by  the  French  near  the  close  of 


the  seventeenth  century.  It  was  in  the  year 
1699  that  Dlbberville  was  sent  to  the  Mis- 
sissippi to  establish  a  new  colony  of  which 
he  was  to  be  the  Governor.  Louisiana  was 
settled  as  an  independent  colony;  yet  its 
laws  "seemed  to  be  intended  to  perpetuate 
its  dependence,  by  checking  the  rapidity  01 
its  progress.  The  care  of  peopling  this  new 
and  almost  uninhabited  country,  instead  of 
being  placed  under  the  charge  of  the  super- 
ior departments  of  the  government,  was 
principally  confided  to  the  agents  of  the 
Paris  police."  Of  course  the  colony  grew 
slowly. 

In  1 71 2  the  exclusive  trade  of  the  colony 
for  twelve  years  was  granted  to  Crozat  by 
letters  patent  from  Louis  XIV.  But  Crozat 
did  not  value  the  grant  any  more  than  Louis 
XIV.  appreciated  the  possibilities  of  his 
American  possessions.  In  1717  he  gave  up 
the  grant,  which  was  then  transferred  to 
the  Western  Company.  This  transfer  was 
followed  by  the  schemes  of  John  Law,  the 
"Mississippi  Bubble,"  and  the  miserable 
failure  of  all  these  speculative  projects.  In 
1723  Louisiana  fell  within  the  privileges  of 
a  company  created  for  the  Indies.  The 
Governor  and  Intendant  of  Louisiana  were 
now  named  by  the  members  of  this  associa- 
tion. In  1 73 1  the  company  for  the  Indies 
gave  up  its  privileges;  and  from  this  time 
on  Louisiana  remained  a  direct  dependency 
on  the  crown  and  was  governed  as  such.  By 
a  treaty  concluded  in  1762  the  country  was 
ceded  to  the  crown  of  Spain. 

While  under  the  dominion  of  France  the 
government  of  Louisiana  was  absolute ;  and 
its  history  consisted  of  the  acts  of  those  who 
administered  it. 

The  transfer  of  Louisiana  from  the  crown 
of  France  to  the  crown  of  Spain  occasioned 
no  immediate  or  radical  change  either  in  the 
U  rm  of  the  government  or  in  the  system  of 
jurisprudence.  And  yet  in  the  course  of 
time  Spain  did  change  "almost  the  whole 
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of  the  French  colonial  jurisprudence/'  pre- 
serving only  "the  principles  of  allodium  in 
their  grants  of  land,  and  in  the  settlement 
and  distribution  of  estates  ab  intestato;  and 
this  was  most  probably  done  out  of  respect 
to  the  civil  law." 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  during  the  period 
of  the  Spanish  dominion  the  .Province  of 
Louisiana  was  roughly  divided  into  two 
main  parts.  All  south  of  a  point  called 
"Hope  Encampment,"  which  was  nearly 
opposite  Chickasaw  Bluffs,  was  known  as 
"Lower  Louisiana;"  while  the  remaining 
country  to  the  north  was  designated  "Upper 
Louisiana."  New  Orleans  and  St.  Louis 
were  respectively  the  capitals  of  Lower  and 
Upper  Louisiana.  This  geopraphical  divi- 
sion, however,  did  not  carry  with  it  a  dis- 
tinct political  separation.  For  the  govern- 
ment which  had  its  seat  at  New  Orleans 
was  a  general  government  extending  over 
the  whole  Province,  and  to  this  general  gov- 
ernment the  government  in  Upper  Louisiana 
was  subordinate. 

At  the  head  of  the  general  government, 
which  was  both  civil  and  military  in  char- 
acter, stood  the  Governor,  or  Governor- 
general,  as  he  is  frequently  called.  Ap- 
pointed by  the  Crown,  he  was  the  head  of 
the  civil  government  as  well  as  the  chief  of 
the  army  and  militia.  In  a  measure  he  was 
the  legislator  of  the  whole  Province.  He 
promulgated  ordinances  for  the  benefit  and 
good  government  of  the  people.  He  ap- 
pointed the  officers  of  the  militia.  In  the 
districts  the  commandants  were  subject  to 
his  appointment  and  removal.  He  is  a 
judge;  and  his  court  has  a  civil  and  military 
jurisdiction  throughout  the  Province.  But 
he  has  no  power  to  pardon  criminals.  Ap- 
peals lay  to  his  court  from  Upper  Louisiana ; 
while  appeals  from  his  court  could  be  ear- 
ned to  a  superior  tribunal  which  sat  in 
Cuba,  and  ultimately  to  the  Council  of  the 
Indies  in  Spain. 

Besides  the  Governor,  but  wholly  inde- 
pendent of  him,  was  the  Intendant  or  In- 
tendant  General.  The  department  of  finance 
was  created  in  1799  with  the  Intendant  as 
its  head.  Prior  to  this  his  functions  were 
performed  by  the  Governor.  The  Intend- 
ant apportioned,  levied,  and  collected  taxes. 
He  regulated  commerce,  navigation,  the  ad- 
mission of  settlers,  and  the  sale  of  the  public 


lands.  He  had  charge  of  Indian  affairs. 
As  a  judge  he  had  exclusive  control  over 
suits  relating  to  the  affairs  of  his  depart- 
ment 

Upper  Louisiana,  although  dependent  on 
Lower  Louisiana,  had  nevertheless  its  own 
subordinate  government  At  the  head  of 
this  subordinate  government  was  the  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor. He  was  appointed  by  the 
Crown,  but  must  obey  the  orders  of  both 
the  Governor  and  the  Intendant,  to  whom 
(i.  e.  the  Intendant)  he  stood  in  the  rela- 
tion of  sub-delegate.  As  the  subordinate 
of  the  Governor  he  was  the  chief  of  the 
army  and  militia.  He  nominated  the  Com- 
mandants for  the  Upper  Louisiana  districts, 
and  appointed  the  Syndics.  Without  limi- 
tation in  civil  causes,  his  judicial  authority 
'  extended  to  criminal  matters  under  the  de- 
gree of  capital."  All  his  decisions,  however, 
were  subject  to  revision  on  appeals.  As 
sub-delegate  to  the  Intendant,  on  the  other 
hand,  he  had  charge  of  all  matters  in  his  own 
province  relating  to  finance,  taxes,  com- 
merce, the  public  lands,  and  the  Indians. 
Thus  in  Upper  Louisiana  the  functions  of 
the  Governor  and  the  Intendant  were  com- 
bined in  the  one  officer,  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor. 

Besides  the  general  division  into  upper 
and  lower,  the  Province  of  Louisiana  was 
further  sub-divided,  apparently  for  admin- 
istrative purposes,  into  districts.  The  ex- 
ecutive officer  in  each  district  was  the  Com- 
mandant. Generally  taken  from  the  army 
or  militia,  the  Commandants  in  Lower  Lou- 
isiana were  appointed  by  the  Governor,  and 
in  Upper  Louisiana  they  were  named  by  the 
Lieutenant-Governor.  It  was  the  special 
duty  of  the  Commandant  to  superintend  the 
police  and  execute  the  mandates  of  his  su- 
periors. In  his  district  he  was  sheriff,  no- 
tary public,  and  justice  of  the  peace. 

In  addition  to  those  already  enumerated 
there  were  a  number  of  subordinate  officers 
connected  with  the  Louisiana  government. 
The  "Assessor"  and  the  "Auditor"  were 
special  officers  connected  with  the  tribunals 
of  the  Province.  They  were  Doctors  of  the 
Civil  Law,  and  acted  as  legal  advisers.  An 
ecclesiastical  tribunal  had  its  special  officers 
to  look  after  the  affairs  of  the  church.  There 
was  a  Secretary  of  the  government,  and 
another  of  the  Intendancy.    Subordinate  to 
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the  Intendant  were  the  Contador,  Treas- 
urer, Administrator,  and  Interventor.  Nor 
must  the  Surveyor-General,  the  Harbor- 
Master,  the  Store-Keeper,  and  the  Inter- 
preter be  omitted  from  the  list. 

There  were  special  officers  for  the  City  of 
New  Orleans:  the  twelve  members  of  Ca- 
bildo,  the  Mayor,  the  High  Sheriff,  and  the 
Alcalde.  The  Procureur-General  was  an 
officer  peculiar  to  the  Civil  Law.  He  acted 
as  solicitor  for  the  Crown.  After  convic- 
tion he  made  known  the  punishment.  He 
was  "curator  of  orphans,  the  expounder  of 
the  privileges  of  the  city,  and  the  public  ac- 
cuser of  all  public  officers,  who  either  in- 
fringed the  laws,  or  omitted  to  perform  their 
duties  assigned  them.,, 

The  foregoing  account  of  government, 
though  necessarily  incomplete,  will  perhaps 
afford  sufficient  data  for  a  general  notion 
of  what  that  government  was  like.  In  the 
first  place,  the  striking  feature  of  this  gov- 
ernment is  its  military  character.  This, 
however,  is  not  surprising.  For  the  condi- 
tions of  the  country  and  the  people  were 
such  as  to  give  to  society  a  militant  rather 
than  an  industrial  type.  The  military  chief 
is  everywhere  the  head  of  the  civil  govern- 
ment. There  is  no  separation  of  powers. 
Legislative,  Judicial,  Executive  and  Admin- 
istrative functions  are  performed  by  the 
same  set  of  officers.  There  are  no  officers 
chosen  by  the  people.  Indeed,  the  people 
have  no  hand  in  the  government  under 
which  they  live.  The  sale  and  purchase  of 
office  is  a  common  practice.  Laws  are  not 
always  made  public,  a  knowledge  of  them 
being  confined  to  the  office-holding  class. 
Slavery  was  sanctioned  by  not  being  pro- 
hibited. The  system  of  Jurisprudence  is 
that  of  the  Civil  Law.  "The  Roman  code, 
indeed,  may  be  said  to  have  furnished  laws 
lor  the  government  of  Lousiana  by  adop- 
tion. *  *  *  *  They  laid  down 
precise  rules  for  the  fulfillment  of  the  dif- 
ferent species  of  contracts  and  obligations, 
and  dictated  the  decisions  to  be  given  in 
contestations  on  the  multiplicity  of  grounds 
incident  to  them.,, 

Although  absolute  and  without  guaran- 
tees, the  government  of  Louisiana  was  not 
on  that  account  necessarily  bad.  As  a  mat- 
ter of  fact  justice  was  generally  well  admin- 
istered.    It  was  speedily  administered;  and 


with  the  change  that  took  place  on  the  trans- 
fer of  sovereign  jurisdiction  in  iSoj,  dtlay* 
were  complained  of.  The  people  "preferred 
the  judgment  of  one  man  to  that  of  twelve." 

Some  notice  should  be  taken,  and  prop- 
erly in  this  connection,  of  the  system  of  land 
tenures  and  the  administration  of  the  public 
domain.  For  it  is  at  this  point  that  Iowa 
touches  the  Civil  Law.  Spanish  land  grants 
to  territory  that  subsequently  fell  within  the 
boundaries  of  Iowa  afford  the  legitimate 
historical  continuity. 

It  has  already  been  pointed  out  that  the 
principles  of  allodial  tenures  in  land  grants 
established  under  the  French  dominion  were 
left  intact  by  Spain.  These  principles  were 
as  clearly  recognized  in  the  grants  to  Crozat 
in  1 71 2  and  the  Western  Company  in  1717 
as  in  the  subsequent  Spanish  grants  to  actual 
settlers. 

Under  the  Spanish  dominion  lands  were 
conceded  only  on  application  by  petition. 
Concessions  were  either  special  or  general. 
A  general  concession  was  a  sort  of  "floating 
claim/ '  and  could  be  located  anywhere  on 
the  vacant  lands  of  the  public  domain ;  while 
a  special  concession  was  one  in  which  cer- 
tain metes  and  bounds  were  definitely  desig- 
nated. 

Titles  were  derived  from  the  Crown,  from 
the  Governor,  from  the  Intendant  (after 
1799),  from  the  Lieutenant-Governor  and 
from  the  Commandants.  But  only  those 
issuing  from  the  Crown  and  the  Governor 
were  regarded  as  complete  titles.  Titles 
"derived  from  the  naked  concessions  of  the 
Lieutenant-Governor,  or  the  Commandants, 
and  unsanctioned  by  the  highest  representa- 
tive of  the  Crown  at  the  capital  of  the  prov- 
ince," were  held  as  incomplete.  And  by  far 
the  greater  portion  of  the  land  held  by  the 
inhabitants  was  held  under  incomplete  titles. 
Yet  the  "imperfect  rights"  arising  from 
these  titles  "were  suffered  by  the  govern- 
ment to  descend  by  inheritance,  and  even  to 
be  transferred  by  private  contract.  When 
requisite,  they  have  been  seized  by  judicial 
authority,  and  sold  for  the  payment  of 
debts. " 

ACQUISITION  OF  LOUISIANA. 

The  retrocession  of  Louisiana  to  France 
by  the  secret  treaty  of  San  Ildefonso,  Octo- 
ber 1st,  1800,  occasioned  no  changes  in  the 
colonial   government.     Indeed,  France  did 
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not  take  actual  possession  of  the  country 
until  November,  1803;  and  by  that  time  it 
had  been  sold  by  Napoleon  to  the  United 
States.  The  year  1803  is  significant,  there- 
fore, not  because  Louisiana  was  then  ab- 
solved from  all  allegiance  to  Spain,  but  be- 
cause it  marks  the  acquisition  of  the  whole 
province  by  the  United  States.  To  America 
at  large  this  was  "an  event  so  portentious 
as  to  defy  measurement;  it  gave  a  new  face 
to  politics,  and  ranked  in  historical  import- 
ance next  to  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence and  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution ;" 
while  to  the  future  Commonwealth  of  Iowa 
the  acquisition  had  a  no  less  serious  signifi- 
cance. It  determined  the  form  of  govern- 
ment and  fixed  the  system  of  jurisprudence. 
Through  it  Iowa,  born  to  the  Civil  Law, 
fell  heir  to  the  institutions  of  the  Common 
Law  of  England. 

The  constitutional  or  governmental  his- 
tory of  the  Louisiana  country  under  its  new 
|K)litical  sovereign  begins  property  with  the 
treaty  which  was  concluded  at  Paris  in  the 
month  of  April,  1803.  That  treaty  declared 
with  the  force  of  supreme  law,  that  "the  in- 
habitants of  the  ceded  territory  shall  be  in- 
corporated in  the  Union  of  the  United 
States,  and  admitted  as  soon  as  possible,  ac- 
cording to  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution, to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights, 
advantages,  and  immunities  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States."  In  the  meantime  they 
were  guaranteed  the  free  enjoyment  of  their 
liberty,  property,  and  religion.  These 
treaty  provisions,  however,  created  of  them- 
selves no  sort  of  political  organization :  they 
simply  stood  as  a  guarantee  of  legal  rights 
and  privileges.  It  remained  for  Congress 
to  provide  the  government. 

Now  the  problem  which  confronted  Con- 
gress involved  this  difficulty:  that  while  it 
seemed  inexpedient  from  the  working  or 
administrative  point  of  view  to  give  a  popu- 
lation accustomed  to  an  absolute  and  mili- 
tant political  organization  evervwhere  in- 
extricably bound  up  in  the  practices  of  the 
Civil  Law,  a  republican  form  of  govern- 
ment with  Common  Law  rights  and  privi- 
leges, any  other  solution  of  the  problem 
would  have  been  a  priori  out  of  harmonv 
with  American  political  notions.  Evidentlv 
the  conditions  called  for  a  government  which 
was  more  or  less  military  in  character.    A 


priori  considerations,  therefore,  gave  way  to 
administrative  necessities.  And  in  October 
the  President  was  authorized  to  take  pos- 
session of  and  occupy  the  country — virtually 
as  absolute  and  supreme  ruler.  For  "all 
the  military,  civil  and  judicial  powers,  ex- 
ercised by  the  officers  of  the  existing  gov- 
ernment*'  were  to  be  vested  in  such  persons 
and  exercised  in  such  manner  as  he  shall 
direct. 

On  the  20th  of  December  the  United 
States  took  formal  possession  of  the  gov- 
ernment at  New  Orleans.  But  Upper  Lou- 
isiana still  remained  in  the  hands  of  Spain 
and  was  not  delivered  to  the  United  States 
until  March  of  the  year  next  following  (i.  e. 
March,  1804).  About  the  time  of  this  latter 
transfer  the  President  approved  an  act  of 
Congress  which  provided  for  a  temporary 
government.  By  this  act  the  whole  Prov- 
ince of  Louisiana  was  divided  by  "an  east 
and  west  line  to  commence  on  the  Mississippi 
river,  at  the  thirty-third  degree  of  north 
latitude,  and  to  extend  to  the  western  bound- 
ary of  the  said  cession."  All  south  of  this 
line  and  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  was 
erected  into  the  Territory  of  Orleans.  And 
the  residue  of  the  Province  to  the  north  was 
called  the  District  of  Louisiana.  Observe 
now  that  it  is  the  governmental  history  of 
the  latter  Territory,  the  District  of  Lou- 
isiana, that  concerns  us  in  this  connection. 

THE   DISTRICT   OF   LOUISIANA. 

The  District  of  Louisiana  was  placed  un- 
der the  jurisdiction  of  the  Governor  and 
Judges  of  the  Indiana  Territory.  That  is 
to  say,  the  legislative,  judicial  and  executive 
nowers  of  the  Governor  and  Judges  of  the 
Indiana  Territory  were  extended  to  the  Dis- 
trict of  Louisiana.  At  the  same  time  Indi- 
ana and  Louisiana  remained  as  two  distinct 
and  separate  governments :  they  were  united 
only  so  far  as  having  the  same  officers.  The 
Inws  enacted  for  Louisiana  did  not  affect 
Indiana :  neither  did  the  laws  of  Indiana  ex- 
tend in  form  to  Louisiana. 

Now  the  governmental  powers  prescribed 
for  the  Governor  and  Judges  of  Indiana 
and  the  manner  of  their  exercise  were,  it  is 
well  known,  copied  from  the  Ordinance  of 
1787.  Congress,  therefore,  in  extending 
these  powers  to  the  District  of  Louisiana, 
form*11v  introduced  the  Common  Law  into 
all   that  territory  west  of  the  Mississippi 
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river.  Of  course  this  was  by  no  means  an 
extension  in  toto  of  the  Ordinance  of  1787. 
Trial  by  jury  and  freedom  of  religion  are 
the  only  two  of  the  specific  rights  enumer- 
ated in  the  first  three  articles  of  that  great 
compact  which  were  actually  guaranteed  by 
the  act  of  Congress.  Slavery  was  tacitly 
recognized,  there  being  at  this  time,  per- 
haps, no  thought  of  ever  abolishing  the  in- 
stitution. And,  moreover,  all  the  laws  then 
in  force  in  the  District  were  to  remain  in 
force  until  formally  altered  or  repealed  by 
the  Governor  and  Judges.  The  introduction 
of  the  Common  Law  at  this  time  was,  there- 
fore, rather  formal  than  complete.  It  was 
to  supercede  the  Civil  Law,  not  by  a  sweep- 
ing revolutionary  change,  but  by  a  gradual 
process  of  selection  and  rejection. 

But  the  dual  government  of  Indiana- 
Louisiana  proved  unsatisfactory,  especially 
to  the  inhabitants  west  of  the  Mississippi 
river,  who  longed  for  an  independent  polit- 
ical organization.  They  remonstrated 
against  the  "dictates  of  a  foreign  govern- 
ment," the  unnatural  connection  with  In- 
diana, the  absenteeism  of  government  offi- 
cers, and  the  absence  of  a  separation  of  pow- 
ers. They  feared  that  the  transfer  of  Indians 
from  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi  would 
overwhelm  them ;  they  demanded  as  of  right 
the  preservation  of  the  institution  of  slavery? 
they  asked  for  a  popular  representation  in 
their  territorial  government.  In  the  midst  o3 
this  indignation  the  Governor  and  Judges  ofl 
Indiana,  sitting  at  Vincennes,  passed,  on  the} 
first  of  October,  six  laws  for  the  District  oi 
Louisiana.  But  the  remonstrance  of  the) 
Louisiana  freemen  proved  effective.  And  by 
the  act  of  March  3rd,  1805,  the  District  of 
Louisiana  was  erected  into  a  separate  and 
distinct  Territory  under  the  name  and  title 
of  the  Territory  of  Louisiana. 

THE  TERRITORY  OF  LOUSIANA. 

The  political  organization  provided  for 
the  new  Territory  was  based  on  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Ordinance  of  1787.  Indeed,  the 
form  of  government  as  outlined  in  that  in- 
strument and  subsequently  modified  by  the 
act  of  August  7th,  1787,  was  closely  fol- 
lowed. Executive  power  was  vested  in  a 
Governor  who  held  office  for  a  term  of  three 
years.  The  Governor  participated  in  legisla- 
tion. He  was  chief  of  the  militia,  and  super- 


intendent ex-officio  of  Indian  affairs.  His 
power  of  appointment  extended  to  military 
officers  under  the  rank  of  general  officers, 
and  to  inferior  magistrates  and  other  civil 
officers.  A  Secretary  appointed  for  four 
years  kept  the  official  records,  and  stood 
ready  in  case  of  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of 
Governor  to  execute  the  government  of  the 
Territory. 

Legislative  power  was  vested  in  a  sort  of 
legislative  board  made  up  of  the  Governor 
and  three  Judges.  This  body  had  power  to 
establish  inferior  courts  and  prescribe  their 
jurisdiction,  and  to  make  laws  for  "the  good 
government  of  the  inhabitants." 

At  the  head  of  the  Judiciary  were  the  three 
Judges,  appointed  for  a  term  of  four  years. 
With  the  same  jurisdiction  possessed  by  the 
Judges  of  Indiana,  they  were  directed  to 
hold  two  courts  annually  within  the  Terri- 
tory. The  appointment  of  the  Judges  vested, 
as  did  the  appointment  of  Governor  and 
Secretary,  with  the  President  of  the  United 
States. 

THE  TERRITORY  OF   MISSOURI. 

The  next  stage  in  this  history  or  evolu- 
tion of  governments  is  marked  by  the  re- 
organization of  the  Territory  of  Louisiana 
under  the  name  of  Missouri.  This  was  in 
18 1 2.  And  it  marks  a  great  advance  in  the 
direction  of  the  more  perfect  organization 
of  the  American  commonwealth.  For,  with 
greater  coherency  and  completeness  as  a 
whole,  the  Territory  of  Missouri  exhibits  a 
large  differentiation  in  governmental  func- 
tions. Without  going  into  details,  it  may 
be  well  to  indicate  the  more  important 
changes  which  are  to  be  found  in  the  act  of 
reorganization. 

Hitherto  the  legislative  power  of  the  Ter- 
ritory had  been  confided  to  a  board  consist- 
ing of  the  Governor  and  the  three  Judges. 
These  officers  were  of  presidential  appoint- 
ment, and  the  laws  they  enacted  were  to  be 
in  force  unless  disapproved  of  by  Congress. 
In  other  words  the  government  "was  neither 
derived  from  the  people  governed  nor  re- 
sponsible to  them." 

According  to  the  new  organization,  the 
legislative  power  was  vested  in  a  General 
Assembly  consisting  of  the  Governor,  a 
House  of  Representatives  and  a  Legislative 
Council.  The  House  of  Representatives 
was   composed   of  members  elected  every 
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second  year,  by  the  people  of  the  Territory. 
And  there  was  to  be  one  representative  for 
every  five  hundred  free  white  male  inhab- 
itants. The  members  of  the  Council,  on  the 
other  hand,  were  not  elected  by  the  people, 
but  were  nominated  and  appointed  as  fol- 
lows: As  soon  as  elected,  the  representa- 
tives were  convened  by  the  Governor,  to 
nominate  eighteen  persons  for  the  Council. 
The  names  of  these  persons  were  returned 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  who 
then  appointed  and  commissioned,  as  mem-! 
bers  of  the  Council,  nine  out  of  the  eighteen 
candidates.  The  Governor,  who,  of  course, 
was  still  appointed  by  the  President,  had  the 
power  of  an  absolute  and  final  veto  over  all 
legislation.  But  the  Judges  were  now  shut 
out  entirely  from  this  department  of  the 
government. 

It  is  moreover  important  to  note  the  quali- 
fications of  members  of  the  Assembly  and 
of  electors ;  for  along  this  line  there  is  con- 
siderable development  in  the  twenty  years 
next  following.  As  fixed  by  the  act  of  1812. 
the  qualifications  of  representatives  were, 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  one  year's  residence 
within  the  Territory  and  the  possession  of 
a  freehold  within  the  county  in  which  he  is 
elected.  Those  of  members  of  the  Council 
were,  one  year's  residence  in  the  Territory, 
and  the  possession  of  two  hundred  acres  of 
land  in  his  own  right.  Electors  of  repre- 
sentatives consisted  of  "all  the  free  white 
male  citizens  of  the  United  States,  above  the 
age  of  twenty-one,  who  have  resided  in  the 
said  territory  twelve  months  next  preced- 
ing an  election,  and  who  shall  have  paid  a 
territorial  or  county  tax." 

It  is  also  observed  that  for  the  first  time 
provision  is  made  for  a  Delegate  to  Con- 
gress. This  was  an  important  innovation. 
For  up  to  this  time,  although  the  Territorial 
government  centered  in  Washington,  the 
people  had  no  official  representative  in  the 
national  councils. 

Another  significant  passage  in  the  organic 
law  is  the  one  enumerating  the  rights  se- 
cured to  the  people.  It  is  true  that  the 
treaty  of  1803  guaranteed  to  the  inhabitants 
the  free  enjoyment  of  their  liberty,  prop- 
erty, and  religion,  and  that  in  the  act*  of 
1804  and  1805,  freedom  of  religion  and  tiial 
by  jury  are  expressly  mentioned.  But  fur- 
ther than  this  there  was  no  enumeration,  fn 


fact,  Congress,  while  extending  to  the  terri- 
tory west  of  the  Mississippi,  the  principles 
of  the  Ordinance  of  1787  as  to  governmental 
organization,  did  not  fully  guarantee  to  the 
inhabitants  those  several  fundamental  rights 
enumerated  in  the  articles  of  the  famous 
compact.  In  18 1 2,  these  rights  are  first  fully 
recognized  and  incorporated  in  the  organic 
law  of  the  Territory.  But  there  still  re- 
mained one  exception — freedom  of  labor.  It 
remained  for  the  Compromise  of  1820  to 
accomplish  the  extension  of  this  clause  of 
the  Ordinance. 

In  the  meantime  the  laws  and  regulations 
of  the  preceding  governments,  so  far  as  they 
were  not  inconsistent  with  the  act  of  Con- 
gress, were  continued  in  full  force.  But  at 
every  point  the  Common  Law  was  inevitably 
taking  the  place  of  the  Roman  Code.  By 
an  act  of  the  Territory  passed  in  1816,  the 
Common  Law  of  England  was  adopted  as 
the  rule  of  decision,  so  far  as  not  in  conflict 
with  the  laws  of  the  Territory.  It  had  al- 
ready been  made  the  basis  of  the  organic 
laws.  However,  it  would  be  extremely  dif- 
ficult to  determine  to  what  extent  the  Civil 
Law  did  actually  constitute  a  part  of  the 
Territorial  code  at  this  time.  In  1819  a 
portion  of  the  Missouri  Territory  was 
erected  into  the  Territory  of  Arkansas; 
and  in  1821  another  and  the  most  thickly 
settled  portion  was  admitted  into  the  Union 
as  the  State  of  Missouri. 

A  PECULIAR  POLITICAL  STATUS. 

But  further  than  the  prohibition  of  slav- 
ery, no  provision  was  made  at  this  time  for 
the  remaining  territory  lying  to  the  north 
and  west  of  Missouri.  This  country,  which 
included  the  future  Territory  of  Iowa,  was 
in  fact  left  without  any  subordinate  juris- 
diction whatsoever.  It  was  a  country  with- 
out laws.  A  sort  of  no-government's  land, 
with  no  local  constitutional  status.  And  in 
this  condition  the  country  remained  until 

1834. 

Yet  there  seems  to  have  been  a  vague  no- 
tion that  this  country  was  still  in  some  way 
connected  with  Missouri  (an  impossible 
condition  to  be  sure) ;  and  maps  published 
during  those  years  generally  designate  the 
country  north  and  west  of  Missouri  as 
''Missouri  Territory.0  And  the  erroneous 
statement  that  the  Iowa  country  was  for  a 
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time  connected  with  Illinois  has  likewise 
been  widely  circulated.  But  the  important 
fact  to  be  observed  in  this  connection  is  that 
during  this  no-government  period  Iowa  be- 
came the  home  of  a  considerable  population, 
which  called  for  some  sort  of  local  govern- 
ment. Indeed,  the  peculiar  political  status 
of  the  country  west  of  the  Mississippi  seems 
to  have  been  altogether  unobserved  until  by 
the  rapid  settlement  in  the  year  1833  it  was 
made  conspicuously  apparent. 

IOWA  A  PART  OF  MICHIGAN. 

With  a  view  to  remedying  this  anomalous 
condition,  Congress,  by  the  act  of  June  28th, 
1834,  attached  all  the  territory  north  of  the 
northern  boundary  line  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Missouri  extended,  and 
between  the  Mississippi  river  on  the 
east  and  Missouri  and  White  Earth 
rivers  on  the  west,  to  the  Territory 
of  Michigan.  Thus  after  nearly  thirty 
years,  Iowa  was  again  joined  to  the 
territory  and  government  of  the  Northwest, 
this  time  in  a  more  perfect  union.  For  the 
act  of  1834  not  only  extended  the  govern- 
ment of  Michigan  to  the  country  west  of  the 
Mississippi,  but  made  that  country  a  con- 
stituent part  of  Michigan,  declaring  that  the 
"inhabitants  therein  shall  be  entitled  to  the 
same  privileges  and  immunities  and  be  sub- 
ject to  the  same  laws,  rules  and  regulations, 
in  all  respects  as  the  other  citizens  of  Michi- 
gan territory."  That  is  to  say,  the  inhab- 
itants were,  among  other  things,  entitled  to 
the  several  rights  and  privileges  enumerated 
in  the  Ordinance  of  1787  and  to  the  Com- 
mon Law  jurisprudence  which  at  that  time 
prevailed  all  over  the  Northwest. 

The  Territory  of  Michigan  had  been  set 
off  from  Indiana  June  30th,  1805,  with  a 
government  founded  upon  the  Ordinance  of 
1787.  The  executive  was  a  governor  ap- 
pointed by  the  President.  The  judiciary 
was  made  up  of  three  Judges,  also  appointed 
by  the  President;  while  the  legislative 
functions  were  performed  by  the  Governor 
and  Judges  acting  jointly  as  a  sort  of  legis- 
lative board.  In  1823  Michigan  was  ad- 
vanced to  the  second  grade  of  territorial 
government  by  the  transfer  of  the  legisla- 
tive power  from  the  Governor  and  Judges 
to  the  Governor  and  a  Council.  This  Coun- 
cil conristed  of  nine  members  appointed  by 


the  President  from  eighteen  chosen  by  the 
people  of  the  Territory.  Two  years  later 
the  number  of  councilmen  was  increased  to 
thirteen.  And  in  1827  the  exclusive  power 
to  choose  the  members  of  the  Council  was 
given  to  the  qualified  electors  of  the  Terri- 
tory. 

"This  last  change  which  established  the 
third  grade  of  territorial  government,  made 
the  people  to  a  large  extent  self-governing." 
And  this  was  the  government  from  which 
the  inhabitants  west  of  the  Mississippi  were 
now  (1834)  supposed  to  derive  political 
privileges  and  immunities,  the  protection  of 
laws  and  the  benefits  of  legally  constituted 
tribunals  of  justice. 

Nor  was  the  government  of  Michigan  un- 
mindful of  the  condition  and  political  needs 
of  its  western  constituency.  As  early  as 
September  (1834)  the  Legislative  Council 
passed  "an  act  to  lay  off  counties  west  of  the 
Mississippi."  This  act  divided  the  country 
into  two  counties,  Dubuque  and  Demoine; 
established  two  townships,  Julien  and  Flint 
Hills;  provided  for  country  courts  and  for 
township  elections;  extended  the  laws  then 
i:i  force  in  the  County  of  Iowa,  not  locally 
r<l  inapplicable,  to  the  counties  ofJDubuque  and 
Demoine;  declared  that  process  civil  and 
criminal  issued  from  the  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  County  of  Iowa  shall 
run  into  the  counties  of  Dubuque  and  De- 
moines ;  and  that  writs  of  error  shall  lie  to 
the  said  counties  from  the  said  circuit  court 
for  the  County  of  Iowa. 

Such  were  the  provisions  which,  from 
1834  to  1836,  aimed  to  extend  constitutional 
government  to  the  settlers  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi. To  what  extent  this  end  was  act- 
ually accomplished  through  the  organization 
and  administration  of  the  government  pre- 
scribed for  the  counties  of  Dubuque  and  De- 
moine it  would  be  difficult  to  say.  However, 
it  is  safe  to  assume  that  as  a  matter  of  his- 
torical fact,  neither  the  law  of  Congress  nor 
the  acts  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  Michi- 
gan gave  the  settlers  adequate  relief.  To 
them  the  government  of  Michigan  was  after 
all  little  more  than  a  name.  Neither  did 
they  have  sufficient  access  to  legally  consti- 
tuted tribunals  of  justice.  The  district  court 
for  the  County  of  Iowa  had  decided  it  had 
no  jurisdiction  of  cases  coming  up  from  the 
west  side  of  the  river.    In  reality  then  these 
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people,  now  numbering  some  10,000,  were  to 
a  large  extent  still  without  the  pale  of  con- 
stitutional government. 

Unsatisfactory  as  the  union  with  Michi- 
gan may  have  been,  the  territorial  govern- 
ment was  not  responsible  for  the  situation. 
Since  distance  from  the  seat  of  that  govern- 
ment rendered  the  administration  of  the  laws 
partially,  if  not  wholly  impracticable.  In- 
deed, the  condition  seems  to  have  been  the 
logical  result  of  the  rapid  expansion  of  the 
population  into  new  territory.  The  solution 
of  the  problem,  so  far  as  it  admitted  of  solu- 
tion, lay  in  the  establishment  of  a  separate 
territorial  government  for  western  Michigan. 

A  division  of  Michigan  was  seriously  dis- 
cussed as  early  as  1828  under  a  proposition 
to  establish  the  "Territory  of  Huron."  This 
proposition  did  not  meet  with  favor  in  Con- 
gress ;  but  agitation  for  division  was  never- 
theless kept  up  from  this  time  on  by  the  in- 
troduction of  bills  and  by  petitions  and  mem- 
orials from  the  people  of  the  territory  con- 
cerned. Moreover,  in  1834  interest  in  the 
establishment  of  a  new  territory  was  inten- 
sified by  the  addition  of  the  country  west  of 
the  Mississippi  and  by  the  agitation  for  a 
state  government  which  had  begun  two  years 
before.  In  December  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil of  Michigan  again  called  the  attention  of 
Congress  to  the  "Unnatural  union  so  preju- 
dicial to  the  best  interests  of  the  inhabitants 
of  western  Michigan  and  destructive  to  their 
rights  as  American  citizens." 

In  1835  all  government  in  Michigan  was 
more  or  less  extra-constitutional,  since,  in 
the  first  place,  a  state  government  had  gone 
into  operation  under  a  constitution  which 
had  not  been  approved  by  Congress ;  and  in 
the  second  place,  the  "contingent  remainder" 
of  the  territory  of  western  Michigan,  not  to 
be  behindhand,  proposed  to  perpetuate  the 
territorial  government  by  electine  a  delegate 
to  Congress  and  members  to  a  Legislative 
Council. 

But  the  Council  chosen  by  the  "contingent 
remainder,"  which  met  at  Green  Bay  in  Jan- 
uary, 1836,  and  to  which  the  counties  of  Du- 
buque and  Demoine  had  elected  each  two 
representatives,  could,  for  want  of  an  acting 
eovernor,  do  little  more  than  ask  Congress 
for  a  "new  and  efficient  political  existence," 
and  point  to  the  conditions  west  of  the  Mis- 


sissippi as  "an  anomaly  unparalleled  in  re- 
publican government." 

THE  TERRITORY  OF  WISCONSIN. 

In  the  meantime  George  W.  Jones,  the 
delegate  to  Congress,  was  devoting  his  ener- 
gies to  securing  the  establishment  of  a  terri-' 
torial  government  for  his  constituents.  That 
he  was  eminently  successful  is  shown  by  the 
fact  that  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin  was  es- 
tablished even  before  Michigan  was  finally 
admitted  into  the  Union. 

The  organization  of  the  Territory  of  Wis- 
consin, July  4th,  1836,  was  a  great  stride  in 
the  direction  of  constitutional  government 
for  Iowa.  Col.  Henry  Dodge,  a  man  who 
had  spent  the  best  years  of  his  life  on  the 
frontier  and  who  was,  therefore,  familiar 
with  the  needs  of  a  pioneer  people,  was  ap- 
pointed Governor.  Under  his  direction  a 
census  was  taken  of  the  new  Territory  and 
©n  the  second  Monday  in  October  members 
were  elected  to  the  first  Legislative  As- 
sembly. 

The  first  session  of  the  Assembly  was  held 
at  a  place  called  Belmont,  in  Iowa  County. 
The  next  session  met  west  of  the 
Mississippi  at  the  town  of  Burlington  in  the 
winter  of  1837-38.  This  Assembly  during 
the  two  years  of  its  existence  did  a  great 
deal  for  the  settlers  of  Iowa  by  establishing 
judicial  districts,  by  sub-dividing  the  coun- 
ties of  Dubuque  and  Demoine  and  by  estab- 
lishing and  organizing  a  number  of  smaller 
counties.  Its  great  work  consisted  of  pre- 
paring the  field  for  the  government  of  Iowa 
that  was  to  follow.  By  1838  its  statutes  had 
ii»  a  measure  superceded  the  extra-constitu- 
tional laws  and  regulations  of  the  various 
claim  associations  and  claim  clubs  of  the  set- 
tlers. 

But  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin  as  estab- 
lished by  the  act  of  April  20th,  1839,  did  not 
possess  a  geographic  unity.  It  was  too  ex- 
tensive, and  was  divided  by  a  great  river. 
Then,  too,  the  Territory  was  not  settled  at, 
nor  did  it  grow  from,  any  one  point.  There 
was  no  concentration  of  population.  The 
settlements  west  of  the  Mississippi  were  far 
removed  from  those  on  the  east  side.  These 
conditions  naturally  rendered  the  administra- 
tion of  civil  government  difficult  and  ineffi- 
cient. 
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THE  TERRITORY  OF  IOWA  ESTABLISHED. 

On  the  6th  of  November,  1837,  delegates 
from  the  respective  counties  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi convened  at  Burlington  and  prepared 
a  memorial  to  Congress  prayhtg  to  bfe  organ- 
.  ized  into  a  separate  territory:  In  this  mem- 
orial it  was  represented  that  the  Territory  of 
Wisconsin  was  too  large  and  extensive ;  that 
the  settlers  west  of  the  river  were  too  remote 
and  isolated  to  derive  any  considerable  ben- 
efit from  the  "fostering  care  of  the  parent 
government;"  that  they  had  been  neglected 
and  ill  protected  in  their  individual  and  po- 
litical rights ;  that  they  had  existed  as  a  part 


of  an  organized  territory  for  sixteen  months 
with  but  one  term  of  court;  and  that  at  all 
events  their  numbers  entitled  them  to  a  sep- 
arate government. 

In  Congress  the  Committee  on  the  Terri- 
tories to  whom  this  memorial,  together  with 
one  to  the  same  purpose  from  the  Legislative 
Assembly  of  Wisconsin,  was  referred,  re- 
torted a  bill  "to  divide  the  Territory  of  Wis- 
consin, and  to  establish  the  territorial  gov- 
ernment of  Iowa;"  which  bill  passed  both 
houses,  and  was  approved  June  12th,  1838. 
On  the  4th  day  of  July  Iowa  became  a  sep- 
arate and  independent  territory. 


EARLY  SETTLEMENTS  AND   SETTLERS. 


The  early  history  of  Iowa  has  been  char- 
acterized as  a  history  of  governments.  And 
it  has  been  shown  that,  in  the  course  of  this 
history,  Iowa  has  at  different  times  been  unr 
der  the  sovereign  jurisdiction  of  France, 
Spain,  and  the  United  States ;  and  that,  while 
under  the  dominion  of  the  latter,  it  passed 
successively  under  the  subordinate  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  Territory  of  Indiana,  the  District 
of  Louisiana,  the  Territory  of  Louisiana  and 
the  Territory  of  Missouri.  But  in  1821  Mis- 
souri was  erected  into  a  state,  leaving  Iowa 
wholly  without  a  subordinate  jurisdiction. 
This  political  separation  from  the  south  was 
complete,  and  had  an  important  consequence, 
namely,  that  Iowa  subsequently  received  its 
political  institutions  from  Wisconsin  and 
Michigan  by  way  of  the  Northwest  Terri- 
tory. 

But  statute  book  complications  are  not  the 
whole  of  government,  and  statutory  enact- 
ments are  not  the  only  foundation  of  Iowa 
political  institutions.  Here  as  elsewhere  the 
prevailing"  system  of  law  and  politics  is  de- 
termined by  the  character  and  the  subjective 
environment  of  the  people  rather  than  by  anv 
code  of  legislation.  In  other  words,  to  fully 
understand  the  significance  of  the  evolution 
of  Iowa  some  account  must  be  taken  of  early 
settlements  and  settlers. 

SPANISH  LAND  GRANTS. 

The  earliest  settlements  were  made  while 
the  country  was  still  under  the  dominion  of 
Spain,  that  is  to  say,  during  the  last  quarter 


of  the  eighteenth  century;  and  their  evi- 
dences are  to  be  found  in  the  records  of 
Spanish  land  grants.  This  source  affords  in- 
formation of  at  least  four  actual  settlements 
within  the  limits  of  Iowa.  These  were  made 
on  concessions  to  Julien  Dubuque,  Bazil 
Giard,  Louis  Honore  Tesson,  and  Francois 
Cayolle. 

Julien  Dubuque,  whose  claim  included  the 
site  of  the  present  city  of  Dubuque,  was  a 
Frenchman  from  Prairie  du  Chien.  From 
the  records  it  appears  that  originally  he  pur- 
chased or  leased  his  claim  from  the  Fox  In- 
dians. This  was  in  September,  1788;  and 
the  settlement,  which  at  first  included  ten 
laboring  men,  began  with  the  date  of  the 
conveyance.  Houses  were  erected  and  an 
extensive  farm  cleared,  cultivated,  and  im- 
proved. But  the  chief  attraction  of  the  claim 
was  the  lead  mine  which  it  embraced.  In 
1796  Dubuque  petitioned  the  Baron  de  Car- 
ondelet,  Spanish  Governor  of  Louisiana,  for 
the  "peaceable  possession"  of  all  these  lands 
and  mines  which,  he  says,  "form  about  seven 
leagues  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Mississippi 
by  three  leagues  in  depth."  The  governor 
granted  the  petition  as  asked.  In  October, 
1804,  one-half  of  the  original  claim  was 
transferred  to  August  Chouteau  for  the  sum 
of  $10,848.  Two  years  later  the  claims  of 
Dubuque  and  Chouteau  to  148,176  arpents* 
of  land  were  confirmed  by  the  United  States 
Board  of  Commissioners,  the  original  grant 


♦An  arpent  contained  40,000  square  feet  of  land; 
an  English  acre  contains  43,560  square  feet. 
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to  Dubuque  being  ascertained  to  be  a  com- 
plete Spanish  title.  Dubuque  continued  to 
reside  on  these  lands  until  his  death  in  1810. 
He  died  insolvent,  and  his  estate  was  sold 
for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors.  It  is  further 
represented  that  some  of  the  assignees  of 
Dubuque  continued  to  reside  on  the  land, 
so  far  as  their  relations  with  the  Indian* 
would  permit,  until  about  1832,  when  they 
were  dispossessed  by  the  military  authority 
of  the  United  States.  But  the  heirs  persist- 
ently pressed  their  claims  until  1853,  when 
the  question  of  the  legitimacy  of  Dubuque's 


to  1808.  The  Commissioners  confirmed  the 
giant  for  "a  league  square,"  if  the  Indian 
right  was  extinguished. 

The  claim  of  Louis  Honore  Tesson  was 
obtained  as  a  permit  from  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor,  L.  Trudeau,  in  1799.  This  tract 
of  land  was  located  on  the  Mississippi  river 
about  eighteen  miles  above  the  Des  Moines, 
and  was  inhabited  and  cultivated  from  1798 
to  1808.  It  embraced  cabins  and  an  orchard 
of  one  hundred  trees.  Subsequently  Thomas 
F.  Reddick,  as  assignee  of  Joseph  Robideu, 
assignee  of  Louis  Honore  Tesson,  claimed 


The  Home  of  a  Pioneer. 
From  a  Pen  and  Ink  Drawing  by  Bertha  Ho  rack  Shambaugh. 


title  was  finally  set  at  rest  by  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  in  the  case  of 
Chouteau  v.  Malony  (16  Howard,  203), 
where  a  decision  was  rendered  adverse  to 
those  claiming  under  Dubuque. 

Bazil  Giard  obtained  his  claim  of  6,808^ 
arpents  of  land  as  a  special  concession  from 
the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Upper  Louisi- 
ana. Its  location  is  described  as  "nearly  op- 
posite the  Prairie  du  Chien."  It  was  pos- 
sessed, inhabited,  and  cultivated  from  1796 


7,056  arpents  under  the  original  title.  The 
Commissioners  confirmed  the  grant,  but  only 
to  the  extent  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres, 
provided  the  Indian  right  was  extinguished. 
In  1836  Congress,  by  the  act  of  July  1st,  re- 
linquished the  title  of  the  United  States,  and 
in  1839  a  patent  dated  February  7th  was 
issued  to  Mr.  Reddick  for  this  section  of 
land,  which  was  now  ascertained  to  be  in 
township  66  north  of  range  5  west  of  the 
5th  principal  meridian. 
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A  fourth  settlement  under  a  Spanish 
grant  was  made  by  Francois  Cayolle.  As  to 
this  claim  the  records  show  that  Julien  Du- 
buque produced  before  the  Commissioners  a 
concession  from  Don  Carlos  Dehault  Delas- 
sus.  Lieutenant-Governor,  to  Francois  Cay- 
olle, dated  August  13th,  1799.  The  conces- 
sion included  7,056  arpents  of  land  and  was 
located  opposite  Prairie  du  Chien.  In  May, 
1805,  it  was  conveyed  to  Dubuque.  The 
Commissioners,  however,  did  not  regard  the 
title  as  complete.  Nevertheless,  witnesses 
before  the  board  testified  that  there  had  been 
a  large  house  on  the  premises ;  that  Cayolle 
did  actually  inhabit  the  claim ;  that  there  was 
a  garden ;  and  that  the  land  had  been  culti- 
vated for  nine  years. 

At  this  point  it  may  well  be  observed  that 
these  facts  confirm  the  view  advanced  above 
that  down  to  the  year  1830  Iowa  was  too 
sparsely  inhabited,  either  to  take  any  part  in 
the  earlier  government  or  to  be  affected  in 
any  other  than  a  nominal  way  by  its  regu- 
lations. The  fact  is,  that  Iowa,  before  1830. 
did  not  have  inhabitants  sufficient  for  the 
formation  of  a  society  for  the  develop- 
ment of  institutions  either  social  or  political. 
This  accounts  for  the  absence  of  any  civil 
law  element  in  its  early  government. 

THE  PERMANENT  SETTLEMENT  OF  IOWA. 

The  year  1830  mav  be  taken  to  mark  the 
beeinnins:  of  the  permanent  settlement  of 
Iowa.  In  that  year  the  Dubuque  claim  was 
again  inhabited  and  its  mines  reopened — 
this  time  by  miners  from  Galena,  HI.  And 
soon  afterwards  the  Mississippi  was  crossed 
at  other  points.  But.  as  this  was  before  the 
Indian  title  had  been  extinguished,  it  became 
the  dutv  of  the  United  States  military  forces 
stationed  at  Prairie  du  Chien  and  Rock 
Island  to  dispossess  the  trespassers.  In  the 
face  of  these  conditions  few  settlers  ventured 
U.  cross  the  river  until  after  the  close  of  the 
Black  Hawk  war,  when  on  the  21st  of  Sep- 
tember, 1872.  a  treaty  was  entered  into  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  confeder- 
ated tribes  of  the  Sac  and  Fox  Indians  by 
which  the  latter  agreed  to  vacate  the  lands 
immediately  west  of  the  Mississippi  river 
on  or  before  the  1st  of  June,  1833.  Settlers, 
however,  did  not  wait  till  the  1st  of  June. 
Thev  beean  to  make  improvements  in  the 
early    spring.     Occasionally     the    United 


States  troops  would  drive  them  back  to  the 
east  bank  of  the  river ;  but  they  returned  as 
often  as  they  were  dispossessed.  After  the 
1st  of  June  the  United  States  ceased  to  in- 
terfere, and  the  settlers  were  allowed  to  take 
possession  of  the  lands  without  molestation. 
And  yet,  according  to  the  letter  of  the  law, 
they  were  trespassers  and  liable  and  subject 
to  forcible  ejectment  at  any  time. 

The  rapidity  with  which  Iowa  was  now 
settled  is  said  to  have  been  unparalleled  in 
the  history  of  previous  territories.  At  the 
end  of  the  year  1835  Lieutenant  Albert  Lea 
estimated  the  population  at  16,000;  the  cen- 
sus reports  put  it  at  the  more  moderate  num- 
ber of  about  10,500.  By  1838  it  had  reached 
22,859;  and  43,112  is  the  estimate  for  the 
year  1840.  Six  years  later,  when  Iowa  be- 
came a  state,  it  had  a  population  of  102,388. 

HOW  SETTLEMENTS  WERE  MADE. 

In  reference  to  this  early  population  three 
questions  may  be  asked.  These  are:  first, 
the  manner  in  which  the  people  entered  and 
settled  ?  second,  the  subjective  environment 
of  the  people?  and  third,  the  character  of 
the  people? 

It  is  generally  supposed  that  the  country 
west  of  the  Mississippi  was  settled  by  people 
who  came  there  as  independent  individuals 
or  in  single  families  and  as  such  "squatted" 
here  and  there  on  the  prairie  or  in  the  woods 
without  reference  to  the  settlement  of  any 
other  person  or  persons.  This,  however, 
does  not  seem  to  be  an  accurate  statement 
of  the  facts.  For  while  it  is  quite  true  that 
the  people  did,  for  the  most  part,  come  as 
independent  individuals  or  in  single  fam- 
ilies, they  settled  in  groups.  Thus  one,  two, 
three,  five  or  more  families  became  the  nu- 
cleus of  a  "community"  or  "neighborhood," 
in  the  vicinity  of  which  the  new-comer  lo- 
cated his  claim.  In  the  course  of  a  few  years 
by  the  addition  of  new-comers  the  communi- 
ties touched  each  other  and  merged  into  one 
whole.  Thus  the  community  was  formed  by 
an  aggregation  of  individuals;  the  popula- 
tion at  large  by  the  integration  of  communi- 
ties. 

Again,  the  emigrant  population  on  enter- 
ing Iowa  was  not  politically  a  homogeneous 
population.  In  their  habits,  ideas,  and  pre- 
vious training,  they  differed  widely.  With 
a  fair  sprinkling  of  foreigners,  notably  Irish 
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and  Germans,  Iowa's  emigrant  population 
was  constituted  of  people  from  every  state 
in  the  Union.  Settlers  came  from  Ohio, 
from  Kentucky,  from  New  York,  from  Mis- 
souri, from  Pennsylvania,  from  Georgia, 
and  from  Michigan.  Whole  neighborhoods 
are  said  to  have  moved  from  Indiana  and 
Illinois. 

And  yet  this  emigrant  population  did 
from  the  beginning  form  a  homogeneous  so- 
ciety, because  they  had  the  same  subjective 
and  objective  economic  environment.  It 
was  the  projection  of  a  certain  class  of  eco- 
nomic ideas  into  the  same  objective  environ- 
ment that  brought  them  together.  Consid- 
erations based  upon  parallels  of  latitude,  cli- 
matic conditions,  or  previous  political  and 
social  habits  were  not  the  determining  fac- 
tors. On  the  contrary,  the  factors  which 
determined  the  early  population  of  Iowa 
were,  for  the  most  part,  economic.  Men 
with  common  economic  concepts,  ideas,  and 
pictures  of  life  sought  their  realization  with- 
in the  geographical  limits  of  a  particular 
objective  environment.  Settlers  did  not 
come  to  Iowa  with  the  anticipation  of  realiz- 
ing political  or  social  ideals;  they  came 
here  to  gain  wealth  for  themselves  and  their 
posterity.  They  settled  in  communities, 
which  were  primarily  economic  aggregates. 
Soon,  by  the  addition  of  new-comers,  there 
was  a  growing  together  of  communities, 
which  was  followed  by  an  economic  integra- 
tion of  the  whole  population  into  one  people. 
Thus  economic  integration  seems  to  have 
preceded  political  organization  and  created 
out  of  a  population  politically  heterogenous, 
a  homogenous  people.  Furthermore,  this 
economic  integration  by  breaking  down  in- 
herited political  and  social  differences,  pre- 
pared the  way  for  that  harmonious  adjust- 
ment to  the  government  which  is  character- 
istic of  this  early  population. 

THE  CHARACTER  OF  THE  PIONEERS. 

As  to  the  character  of  the  early  settlers 
there  seems  to  have  been  at  the  time  a  differ- 
ence of  opinion.  Calhoun  states  that  he  was 
informed  that  "the  Iowa  country  had  been 
seized  upon  by  a  lawless  body  of  armed 
men."  Clay  had  received  information  of 
the  same  nature.  And  Mr.  Ewing  (Senator 
from  Ohio)  emphatically  declared  that  he 
would  not  object  to  giving  each  rascal  who 


crossed  the  Mississippi  one  thousand  dollars 
to  get  rid  of  him.  Nor  was  the  view  repre- 
sented by  these  statesmen  uncommon.  It 
was  entertained  by  a  large  class  of  men 
throughout  the  east  and  the  south,  who 
looked  upon  the  pioneers  in  general  as  rene- 
gades and  vagabonds,  forming  a  "lawless 
rabble"  on  the  borders  of  civilization.  To 
them  the  first  settlers  were  "lawless  intrud- 
ers" on  the  public  domain,  "land  robbers," 
"fugitives  from  justice,"  and  "idle  and  prof- 
ligate characters."  Squatters,  they  said, 
were  those  "who  had  gone  beyond  the  settle- 
ment and  were  wholly  reckless  of  the  laws 
either  of  God  or  man."  They  were  "non- 
consumers  of  the  country  performing  no  du- 
ties, either  civil  or  military."  In  other  words, 
they  were  held  up  as  the  fragments  of  so- 
ciety. 

But  however  apt  this  characterization 
may  have  been  when  applied  to  frontiersmen 
of  an  earlier  day,  it  was  wholly  unjust  when 
made  in  reference  to  the  squatters  01  iowa. 
All  testimony  based  on  direct  personal  ob- 
servation is  overwhelmingly  against  it.  Al- 
bert Lea,  a  lieutenant  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  who  traveled  through  Iowa  in 
1835,  writes  that  "the  character  of  this  pop- 
ulation is  such  as  is  rarely  to  be  found  in  our 
newly  acquired  territories.  With  very  few 
exceptions  there  is  not  a  more  orderly,  in- 
dustrious, active,  painstaking  population 
west  of  the  Ajleghanies,  than  is  this  of  the 
Iowa  District.  Those  who  have  been  accus- 
tomed to  associate  the  name  'squatter'  with 
the  idea  of  idleness  and  recklessness,  would 
be  quite  surprised  to  see  the  systematic  man- 
ner in  which  everything  is  here  conducted. 
*****  It  is  a  matter  of  surprise 
that  about  the  Mining  Region  there  should 
be  so  little  of  the  recklessness  that  is  usual 
in  that  sort  of  life."  Two  years  later  ( 1838) 
P.  H.  Engle,  writing  from  Dubuque  (Iowa) 
says :  "The  people  are  all  'squatters' ;  but  he 
who  supposes  that  these  settlers  *  *  *  * 
who  are  now  building  upon,  fencing  and 
cultivating  the  lands  of  the  government,  are 
lawless  depredators,  devoid  of  the  sense  of 
moral  honesty,  or  that  they  are  not  in  every 
sense  as  estimable  citizens,  with  as  much  in- 
telligence, regard  for  law  and  social  order, 
for  public  justice  and  private  rights  *  *  * 
*  *  as  the  farmers  and  yeomen  of  New 
York  and  Pennsylvania    *****    has 
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been  led  astray  by  vague  and  unfounded  no 
tions;  or  by  positively  false  information/' 
The  statements  of  Lea  and  Engle  fairly  rep- 
resent the  opinion  universally  advanced  by 
those  who  came  in  contact  with  or  who  par- 
ticipated in  the  pioneer  life  of  Iowa. 

Indeed,  nothing  is  more  certain  than  that 
the  squatters  of  Iowa  as  a  class  were  neither 
idle,  ignorant,  nor  vicious.  They  were  rep- 
resentative pioneers  of  their  day,  than  whom 
Benton  declared  "there  was  not  a  better  pop- 
ulation on  the  face  of  the  earth."  They  were 
of  the  best  blood  and  ranked  as  the  best  sons 
of  the  whole  country.  They  were  young, 
strong  and  energetic  men,  hardy  and  adven- 
turous. Caring  little  for  the  toils  and  dan" 
gers  of  the  frontier,  they  extended  civiliza- 
tion and  reclaimed  for  the  industry  of  the 
world  vast  forests,  prairies  and  deserts.  By 
their  industry  they  added  much  to  the  utili- 
ties of  the  country.  They  made  roads,  built 
bridges  and  mills,  cleared  the  forests,  broke 
the  prairies,  erected  houses  and  barns, 
planted  orchards  and  defended  the  settled 
country  against  the  aggressions  of  the  In- 
dians. Especially  were  they  distinguished 
for  their  intelligence,  hospitality,  in- 
dependence and  bold  enterprise.  They 
had  schools  and  school  houses,  erected 
churches  and  observed  the  Sabbath.  A  law- 
abiding  people,  they  were  always  loyal 
American  citizens,  strongly  attached  to  the 
Nation  and  the  General  Government  In 
their  theology  they  were  rather  narrow  and 
of  the  old  orthodox  type.  But  otherwise  and 
in  general  the  pioneer  was  quite  liberal  and 
broad-minded  in  his  ethical  and  religious 
views. 

Nor  is  it  a  matter  of  surprise  that  the 
pioneer  should  have  had  these  characteristics. 
It  is  simply  indicative  of  a  more  or  less  per- 
fect adaptation  to  the  conditions  of  his  life. 
In  the  first  place  only  strong  and  independent 
hearts  ventured  to  the  frontier.  A  weaker 
class  could  not  have  hoped  to  endure  the 
toils,  the  labors,  the  pains  and  the  loneli- 
ness of  pioneer  life.  For  the  hardest,  and 
at  the  same  time  the  most  significant,  bat- 
tles of  the  century  were  fought  with  axes 
and  plows  in  the  "winning  of  the  West." 
The  frontier  called  for  men  \yith  large  ca- 
pacity for  adaptation — men  with  flexible  and 
dynamic  natures.     Especially  did  it  require 


tnose  wno  could  break  with  the  past,  forget 
traditions,  and  discard,  if  necessary,  inher- 
ited political,  religious  and  social  ideas. 

And  with  such  material  to  work  upon,  the 
strong  external  factors  of  the  West  Drought 
into  American  civilization  elements  distinct- 
ively American.  The  broad,  rich  prairies  of 
Iowa  and  Illinois  seem  to  have  broadened 
men's  views  and  tertilized  their  ideas,  bays 
Stephen  A.  Douglass :  "I  found  my  mind  lib- 
eralized, and  my  opinions  enlarged  when  I 
got  out  on  these  broad  prairies,  with  only 
tne  Heavens  to  bound  my  vision,  instead  of 
having  them  circumscribed  by  the  narrow 
ridges  that  surrounded  the  valley  (in  Ver- 
mont), where  I  was  born." 

And  nowhere  did  the  West  exert  a  more 
marked  influence  than  in  the  domain  of 
politics.  By  compelling  men  to  be  extremely 
practical  and  dynamic  in  the  ordinary  affairs 
of  life,  it  led  them  to  give  up  political  doc- 
trines whose  chief  support  was  an  "historic 
argument."  The  very  conditions  of  western 
lite  led  men  to  view  all  government  as  rela- 
tive. Failing  to  appreciate  the  force  of  "his- 
torical" states-rights  and  logical  deductions 
from  the  law  of  contracts,  the  Westerner 
turned  with  impatience  to  arguments  of  ex* 
pediency.  In  his  mind  the  national  govern- 
ment stood  foremost.  It  was  endeared  to 
him.  For  during  his  pioneer  days  it  was  his 
only  political  sovereign;  it  gave  him  terri- 
torial government;  and  sold  him  land  for 
$1.25  an  acre. 

At  the  same  time  the  American  principles 
of  self-government  were  not  neglected — 
could  not  be  neglected.  The  first  self-gov- 
ernment which  the  pioneer  settlers  enjoyed — 
the  government  of  the  "Claim  Association" 
or  "Land  Club" — was  of  their  own  creation. 
If  they  wanted  a  road,  a  bridge  or  a  school 
house,  they  did  not  apply  to  any  officer  or 
department  of  government ;  they  went  ahead 
and  built  the  bridge  or  school  house  them- 
selves. 

Thus  the  West,  while  fostering  and  in- 
tensifying, the  principles  of  self-government, 
introduced  into  American  politics  those  agen" 
cies  which  were  to  nationalize  and  democ- 
ratize American  people.  And  for  the  ac- 
complishment of  this  great  work  it  produced 
such  leaders  as  Jackson,  Lincoln  and  Kirk- 
wood. 
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THE   STATUS   OF  IOWA   IN    THE  NATION. 


As  a  part  of  Louisiana,  Iowa  came  into 
the  possession  of  the  United  States  through 
a  treaty  of  purchase.  That  the  General  Gov- 
ernment possessed  the  power  under  the  Con- 
stitution of  acquiring  this  territory  was  aft- 
erwards definitely  settled  by  the  Supreme 
Court.  But  at  the  time,  the  purchase  was  de- 
clared by  many  to  be  extra-constitutional; 
and  President  Jefferson,  taking  this  view, 
proposed  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution. 

PROVISIONS  OF  THE  TREATY  OF  1803. 

The  third  article  of  the  treaty  with  France 
provided  "that  the  inhabitants  of  the  ceded 
territory  shall  be  incorporated  in  the  Union 
of  the  United  States,  and  admitted  as  soon  as 
possible,  according  to  the  principles  of  the 
Federal  Constitution,  to  the  enjoyment  of 
all  the  rights,  advantages  and  immunities  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States;  and,  in  the 
meantime,  they  shall  be  maintained  and  pro- 
tected in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their  liberty, 
property  and  the  religion  which  they  pro" 
fess."  Nor  is  the  power  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment to  make  this  provision  in  the  treaty 
to  be  questioned.  For  undoubtedly  the 
United  States  may  rightfully  stipulate  in  a 
treaty  with  a  foreign  nation  "that  the  Con- 
gress will  or  will  not  exercise  its  legislative 
power  in  some  particular  manner  on  some 
particular  subject,"  and  in  the  same  instru- 
ment guarantee  the  maintainance  of  a  cer- 
tain sphere  of  individual  liberty  into  which 
the  General  Government  will  neither  pene- 
trate itself  nor  permit  interference  from  any 
other  quarter.  At  the  same  time  it  is  not  ad- 
mitted that  the  treaty-making  power  can  in 
any  way  expand  the  legislative  domain  of 
Congress,  or  deprive  it  of  any  of  the  legisla- 
tive power  conferred  by  the  Constitution.  Of 
course,  as  a  matter  of  political  ethics  treaty 
stipulations  "should  be  voluntarily  kept  with 
the  most  scrupulous  good  faith."  But  so  far 
as  they  are  questions  of  diplomacy  or  legis- 
lation they  are  not  likely  to  be  entertained  by 
the  courts. 

However,  this  article  of  the  treaty  was 
most  probably  only  a  temporary  provision 


and  ceased  to  have  any  force  when  the  terri- 
tory then  inhabited  was  admitted  into  the 
Union.  In  other  words,  it  is  not  likely  thac 
any  of  the  country  north  of  Missouri  was 
contemplated  in  this  article,  since  that  coun- 
try was  then  uninhabited  within  the  meaning 
ot  the  treaty. 

POLITICAL  STATUS  OF  THE  INDIANS. 

Although  a  wilderness  and  practically  un- 
settled by  civilized  men  at  the  time  of  its 
transfer  to  the  United  States,  the  Iowa  re- 
gion was,  nevertheless,  inhabited  and  occu- 
pied by  Indians.  Their  relation  to  the  United 
States  was  unique. 

As  domestic  dependent  nations  they  were 
regarded  as  within  the  jurisdictional  limits 
of  the  United  States.  They  occupied  terri- 
tory which  was  admitted  to  compose  a  part 
of  the  United  States  and  to  which  the  United 
States  asserted  absolute  title  independent  of 
their  will.  Indeed,  they  and  their  country 
were  considered  to  be  so  completely  under 
the  sovereignty  of  the  United  States  that  any 
attempt  to  acquire  their  lands  without  the 
consent  of  the  General  Government  would 
have  been  deemed  an  offense  against  said 
government.  At  the  same  time  the  Indians 
were  acknowledged  to  have  an  unquestiona- 
ble right  to  occupy  the  lands  until  that  right 
had  been  extinguished  by  voluntary  cession. 

Furthermore,  all  intercourse  with  the  In- 
dians was  by  the  Constitution  and  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  vested  in  the  General 
Government.  Hence,  no  State  or  Territory 
had  power  to  make  laws  respecting  Indian 
Territory;  and  no  person  had  a  right  to  en- 
ter their  country  but  with  the  assent  of  the 
Indians  themselves,  or  in  comformity  with 
the  treaties  and  acts  of  Congress.  Thus  it 
appears  that  before  the  settlement  of  Iowa 
could  be  encouraged  or  sanctioned,  treaties 
of  cession  must  first  have  been  concluded  be" 
tween  the  Indian  occupants  and  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States.  And  until  such 
cessicrs  were  rr.  de  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
United  States  tq  protect  the  Indian  right  of 
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occupancy  by  keeping  out  the  settlers. 

Again,  since  the  primary  object  of  extin- 
guishing the  Indian  title  was,  of  course,  the 
opening  up  of  the.counuy  to  actual  settlers, 
the  activity  of  the  General  Government  did 
not  end  with  the  signing  of  treaties.  For,  if 
the  lands  thus  acquired  were  to  be  settled  and 
cultivated,  some  hope  or  promise  must  be 
given  to  the  settler  or  cultivator  of  the  ulti- 
mate fee  to  his  claim ;  and  to  provide  for  this 
transfer  of  title  it  was  necessary  for  the 
General  Government  to  survey  the  country, 
establish  land  districts  and  land  offices  and 
hold  public  land  sales. 

CONSTITUTIONAL  STATUS  OF  THE  COUNTRY. 

Passing  over  this  politico-economic  rela- 
tion as  actually  established  between  the  Gen- 
eral Government  and  the  early  settlers  in 
consequence  of  the  power  of  the  former  to 
regulate  and  dispose  of  the  public  domain, 
we  have  next  to  consider  the  scope  and  na- 
ture of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment in  the  establishment  of  a  local  gov- 
ernment for  the  settlers.  That  is  to  say,  we 
have  to  consider  the  relation  of  the  General 
Government  to  the  people  of  Iowa  viewed  as 
a  political  unit 

In  the  first  place,  the  relation  of  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  to  the  govern- 
ment of  a  state  or  commonwealth  must  not 
be  confounded  with  that  which  exists  be- 
tween the  General  Government  and  a  Terri- 
tory. For  the  cardinal  rule  of  constitutional 
interpretation  which  governs  in  the  former 
relation  does  not  apply  in  the  latter.  In  the 
one  instance,  the  Constitution  is  construed 
as  denying  what  is  not  granted,  and  in  the 


other,  of  granting  what  is  not  denied.  As 
viewed  from  the  standpoint  of  the  State  or 
Commonwealth  the  General  Government  has 
enumerated  powers ;  from  that  of  the  Terri- 
tory it  has  general  powers. 

secondly,  the  power  of  the  United  States 
to  provide  government  for  the  people  of 
Iowa,  whether  arising  from  the  power  to  ac- 
quire territory  or  from  the  power  to  make 
"rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  terri- 
tory or  other  property  of  the  United  States," 
or  from  both,  was  unquestionably  vested  in 
Congress.  That  body  had  full  and  complete 
legislative  authority  over  the  people  of  the 
Territory  and  all  the  departments  of  the  ter- 
ritorial government,  combining  in  the  exer- 
cise thereof  the  powers  of  a  general  and  of  a 
commonwealth  government.  The  Territo* 
rial  government  was,  therefore,  simply  a  leg- 
islative government  based  upon  the  acts  of 
Congress.  In  a  sense  the  Territory  was  a 
political  subdivision  of  the  outlying  domin- 
ion of  the  United  States  for  administrative 
purposes.  The  Congress  in  legislating  for  a 
Territory  has,  indeed,  been  likened  to  a  Com- 
monwealth legislating  for  a  County. 

Thirdly,  the  people  of  the  Territory  did 
not  share  in  the  General  Government ;  they 
did  not  participate  in  its  political  power.  By 
the  organic  law  they  were,  it  is  (rue,  allowed 
a  larger  sphere  of  local  self-government ;  but 
this  was  only  with  the  sufferance  of  Con- 
gress. 

In  short,  then,  early  government  in  Iowa, 
so  far  as  that  government  was  constitutional, 
rested  not  on  the  will  of  the  people,  but  on 
the  act  of  June  12th,  1838.  That  act  was 
the  fundamental  law ;  it  was  the  organic  law  ; 
it  was  the  Constitution. 


TERRITORIAL   GOVERNMENT. 


In  the  "history  of  governments'*  above  re- 
cited, we  have  not  unconsciously  traced  the 
evolution  of  Territorial  government  in  the 
United  States  from  1787  to  1836.  And  now 
we  have  but  to  observe  that  of  the  two,  or 
perhaps  three,  forms  of  Territorial  govern- 
ment that  have  prevailed  down  to  the  pres- 
ent day,  that  of  early  Iowa  is  typical  of 
final  development.  Indeed,  the  form  of  gov- 
ernment outlined  in  the  organic  law  of  Wis- 


consin in  1836,  which  was  closely  followed 
in  the  act  establishing  the  Territory  of  Iowa, 
became  the  model  from  which  were  evidently 
copied,  with  few  and  inconsiderable  varia- 
tions, all  subsequent  acts  for  the  organiza- 
tion of  Territories  in  the  United  States. 

THE  LEGISLATURE. 

By  the  organic  law  of  the  Territory  the 
legislative  power  was  vested  in  "the  Gov- 
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ernor  an4  a  Legislative  Assembly."  But 
the  Governor  had  no  seat  in  the  Assembly, 
and  his  participation  in  legislation  consisted 
simply  ot  recommending  and  vetoing.  Dur- 
ing the  Wisconsin  period  and  until  March 
jrd,  1839,  his  veto  was  absolute  and  unlim- 
ited. Mor  did  Iowa's  first  executive  hesitate 
to  freely  exercise  so  great  a  power.  The  As- 
sembly protested;  and  Congress  was  pre- 
vailed upon  to  so  amend  the  organic  law  as 
to  limit  the  power  of  the  Executive  and 
bring  it  into  more  complete  harmony  with 
what  had  become  the  most  conspicuous 
theory  in  American  government. 

In  its  scope  the  legislative  power  extended 
to  "all  rightful  subjects  of  legislation;"  that 
is,  it  was  general  and  comprehensive,  except 
as  expressly  limited  by  the  organic  law. 
Now  the  limitations  expressly  imposed  by 
that  instrument  were :  First,  no  law  shall  be 
passed  interfering  with  the  primary  disposal 
of  the  soil ;  second,  no  tax  shall  be  imposed 
upon  the  property  of  the  United  States; 
third,  the  lands  or  other  property  of  non- 
residents shall  not  be  taxed  higher  than  the 
lands  or  other  property  of  residents ;  fourth, 
no  law  shall  be  passed  interfering  with  or 
contrary  to  the  Ordinance  of  1787.  Fur- 
thermore, all  the  laws  of  the  Legislative  As- 
sembly were  to  be  submitted  to  Congress, 
and  if  disapproved  by  that  body,  they  were 
thenceforth  void  ^nd  of  no  effect. 

In  the  absence  of  any  positive  enumera- 
tion of  "the  rightful  subjects  of  legislation" 
ir  would  indeed  be  difficult  to  set  definite 
limits  to  the  domain  of  territorial  legisla- 
tion. Perhaps  the  most  satisfactory  inter- 
pretation is  that  which  comes  from  an  ex- 
amination of  the  statutes  of  the  Territory. 
At  least,  such  an  examination  affords  a  cer- 
tain interpretation,  which  is  sufficient  for 
generalization.  From  the  statutes,  then,  it 
is  seen  that  the  Assembly  did  legislate  on 
such  subjects  as  the  jurisdiction  of  the  su- 
preme and  district  courts;  judicial  proced- 
ure ;  practice  in  the  district  courts ;  the  defi- 
nition of  crimes  and  punishments ;  costs  and 
fees;  jurors;  elections;  counties  and  county 
government;  townships  and  township  gov- 
ernment; roads  and  road  districts;  ferries 
on  the  Mississippi;  the  erection  of  dams; 
mills  and  millers;  charters  of  incorporation; 
municipal  corporations;  partnerships;  bank- 
ing associations;  interest  on  money;  educa- 
3 


tion  and  schools ;  revenue,  county  and  terri- 
torial; marriage;  divorce;  wills  and  testa- 
ments; vagrants;  poor  relief;  weights  and 
measures;  grocery  license,  etc.  This  list, 
though  necessarily  incomplete,  indicates  a 
very  wide  scope  of  legislative  activity. 

To  sum  up,  the  important  functions  of  ter- 
ritorial legislation  were:  The  establishment 
of  local  government;  the  creation  of  corpo- 
rations; the  maintainance  of  private  prop- 
erty ;  the  guarantee  of  personal  security,  and 
the  fulfillment  of  contracts. 

As  to  structure  the  Legislative  Assembly 
was  organized  on  the  bicameral  plan.  1  hat 
is  to  say,  it  was  made  up  of  two  separate  and 
distinct  houses — a  Council  and  a  House  of 
Representatives — "with  substantial  parity  of 
powers  in  the  two  chambers  as  to  legisla* 
tion."  The  Council  consisted  of  thirteen 
members  elected  for  two  years ;  the  House  of 
Representatives  had  twice  that  number 
elected  annually.  The  members  of  both 
houses  were  elected  directly  by  the  voters  of 
the  Territory  and  their  qualifications  were 
in  general  the  same  as  those  prescribed  for 
their  electors.  But  the  organic  law  further 
provided  that  the  members  of  the  Legislative 
Assembly  shall  reside  in  and  be  inhabitants 
of  the  district  from  which  they  may  be 
elected  and  no  member  "shall  hold,  or  be  ap- 
pointed to,  any  office  created,  or  ftie  salary 
or  emolument  of  which  shall  have  been  in- 
creased whilst  he  was  a  member,  during  the 
term  for  which  he  shall  have  been  elected, 
and  for  one  year  after  the  expiration  of  such 
term;  and  no  person  holding  a  commission 
or  appointment  under  the  United  States,  or 
any  of  its  officers,  except  as  a  militia  officer, 
shall  be  a  member  of  the  said  Council  or 
House  of  Representatives,  or  shall  hold  any 
office  under  the  Government  of  the  said  Ter- 
ritory." 

The  number  of  each  house  was  definitely 
fixed  by  the  organic  law ;  but  the  matter  of 
apportionment  was  left  to  the  Territorial  As- 
sembly, except  that  all  apportionments  were 
to  be  made  "as  nearly  equal  as  practicable 
among  the  several  counties  *  *  *  giv- 
ing to  each  section  of  the  Territory  repre- 
sentation in  the  ratio  of  its  population."  The 
apportionment  for  the  election  of  members 
to  the  first  Assembly  was  made  by  the  Gov- 
ernor.    But  all  subsequent  apportionments 
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rested  on  territorial  statutes,  as  did  also  the 
manner  of  holding  elections. 

The  regular  meetings  of  the  Assembly 
were  annual,  the  time  and  place  being  fixed 
from  time  to  time  by  territorial  statute.  Ex- 
tra sessions  were  also  held.  But  no  session 
in  any  year  was  permitted  to  exceed  the 
term  of  seventy-five  days.  The  members  of 
both  houses  were  privileged  from  arrest; 
and  each  house  was  judge  of  the  elections, 
qualifications,  and  returns  of  its  own  mem- 
bers; and  each  elected  a  secretary  or  chief 
clerk  and  a  sargeant-at-arms. 


THE  EXECUTIVE. 

"The  executive  pnwer  and  authority  in 
and  over"  the  Territory  was  vested  in  a 
Governor,  who  resided  in  the  Territory  and 
held  his  office  for  a  term  of  three  years.  He 
was  appointed  and  could  be  removed  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States.  He  was 
commander-in-chief  of  the  militia;  superin- 
tendent of  Indian  affairs  and  to  a  limited  Ex- 
tent participated  in  legislation.  He  had 
power  to  grant  pardons  tor  offences  against 
the  laws  oi  the  Territory,  and  reprieves  for 
offenses  against  the  law  of  the  United  Mates 
until  the  decision  of  the  President  could  be 
made  knowu.  All  officers  appointed  under 
the  laws  of  the  Territory  were  commissioned 
by  him,  and  he  was  himself  charged  with 
the  faithful  execution  of  the  laws. 

During  the  Wisconsin  period  and  until 
March  3rd,  1839,  the  Governor's  power  of 
appointment  extended  to  "all  judicial  offi- 
cers (except  justices  of  the  supreme  court, 
attorney,  and  marshal),  justices  of  the 
peace,  sheriffs  and  all  militia  officers,  except 
those  of  the  staff,  and  all  civil  officers"  not 
provided  for  in  the  organic  law ;  but  all  ap- 
pointments were  made  "by  and  with  the  ad* 
vice  and  consent  of  the  Legislative  Council." 
This  extensive  patronage  of  the  Executive 
was,  however,  largely  curtailed  by  an 
amendment  to  the  organic  law,  which  un- 
doubtedly contemplated  the  election  by  the 
people  of  sheriffs,  judges  of  probate,  justices 
of  the  peace  and  county  surveyors  by  au- 
thorizing the  Legislative  Assembly  to  pro- 
vide by  law  for  their  election  or  appoint- 
ment. 

The  laws  of  the  Territory  authorized  the 
Governor  to  call  extra  sessions  of  the  Legis- 


lative Assembly  whenever  he  deemed  it  ex- 
pedient and  proper.  When  vacancies  hap- 
pened, either  in  the  Council  or  House  of 
Representatives,  it  was  his  duty  to  issue 
writs  of  election  to  the  sheriff  of  the  county 
or  district  in  which  the  vacancy  happened 
to  fill  such  vacancy.  And  in  case  of  a  va- 
cancy in  the  office  of  Delegate  to  Congress, 
he  was  directed  to  issue  a  proclamation  ap- 
pointing a  day  for  a  special  election. 

Thus  it  is  seen  that  the  Governor  was  at 
first  a  very  influential  officer.  Relatively,  he 
was  more  important  than  any  Common- 
wealth Governor.  For,  besides  the  prestige 
which  he  necessarily  gained  at  the  very  be- 
ginning by  putting  the  whole  governmental 
machinery  of  the  Territory  into  operation, 
he  held  an  absolute  veto  over  all  legislation, 
and  had  a  wide  appointing  power.  But  be- 
ing deprived  of  the  unlimited  veto  and  ex- 
tensive patronage,  his  position  in  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Territory  after  1839  was  not 
theoretically  more  important  than  that  of  the 
Governor  in  a  Commonwealth  government. 

THE  JUDICIARY. 

The  judicial  powers  of  the  Territory  of 
Iowa  were  vested  in  four  different  judicial 
bodies.  These  were :  first,  a  supreme  court ; 
second,  district  courts ;  third,  probate  courts ; 
fourth,  justices  cf  the  peace. 

Of  these  the  supreme  court  stood  at  the 
head;  and  by  the  laws  of  the  Territory  it 
was  intrusted  with  the  supervision  of  all  in- 
ferior courts.  It  consisted  of  a  chief  justice 
2nd  two  associate  judges,  who,  being  ap- 
pointed by  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  held  their  office  for  a  term  of  four 
years.  Writs  of  error  and  appeals  from  its 
final  decisions  were  allowed  and  taken  to  the 
supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
same  manner  and  under  the  same  regulations 
as  from  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United 
States  where  the  value  of  the  property,  or 
the  amount  in  controversy,  exceeded  one 
thousand  dollars. 

The  division  of  the  Territory  into  three 
judicial  districts  and  the  establishment  of 
district  courts  therein  was  made  obligatory 
on  the  Legislative  Assembly  by  provisions 
in  the  organic  law.  Furthermore,  it  was 
provided  by  that  instrument  that  the  judges 
of  the  supreme  court  should  be  assigned  one 
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each  to  the  several  judicial  districts;  and 
each  judge  was  required  to  reside  within  the 
district  to  which  he  had  been  assigned  by  the 
Assembly.  In  all  cases  writs  of  error,  bills 
of  exception  and  appeals  in  chancery  causes 
were  allowed  from  the  decisions  of  district 
courts  to  the  supreme  court  of  the  Territory, 
under  regulations  prescribed  by  territorial 
law ;  but  in  no  case  removed  to  the  supreme 
court,  was  trial  by  jury  allowed  in  that 
court. 

The  jurisdiction  of  the  supreme  and  dis- 
trict courts,  atid  that  of  the  probate  courts 
and  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  was  in  gen- 
eral prescribed  and  limited  by  the  laws  of 
the  Territory.  However,  the  organic  law  did 
provide  that  "the  supreme  and  district 
courts,  respectively,  shall  possess  a  chancery 
as  well  as  a  commonlaw  jurisdiction,"  and 
"that  justices  of  the  peace  shall  not  have 
jurisdiction  of  any  matter  of  controversy, 
when  thef  title  or  boundaries  of  land  may  be 
in  dispute,  or  where  the  debt  or  sum  claimed 
exceeds  fifty  dollars." 

Again,  the  organic  law  conferred  upon 
the  district  courts  the  power  to  "exercise  the 
same  jurisdiction  in  all  cases  arising  under 
the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States,  as  is  vested  in  the  circuit  and 
district  courts  of  the  United  States." 
And  writs  of  error  and  appeals  from 
the  decisions  of  the  district  courts  in 
all  such  cases  could  be  made  to  the  supreme 
court  of  the  Territory.  This  provision  nat- 
urally provokes  inquiry  into  the  nature  of 
these  territorial  courts.  Were  they  simply 
courts  of  the  Territory  exercising  the  pow- 
ers of  the  circuit  and  district  courts  of  the 
General  Government?  Or  were  they,  prop- 
erly speaking,  courts  of  the  United  States? 

Fortunately  we  are  not  left  to  speculation 
in  this  important  inquiry.  For,  following 
the  famous  decision  of  Chief  Justice  Mar- 
shall in  the  case  oi  the  American  Insurance 
Company  vs.  Canter,  the  courts  have  uni- 
formly and  consistently  held  that  territorial 
courts  were  not  United  States  courts  organ- 
ized under  the  Constitution  and  invested 
with  the  judicial  power  defined  in  the  third 
article  of  that  instrument.  On  the  other 
hand,  they  were  held  to  be  legislative  courts 
created  by  Congress  and  invested  with  such 
jurisdiction  as  that  body,  in  the  execution  of 
those  general  powers  which  it  possessed  over 


the  Territory,  deemed  necessary  or  proper. 
Congress,  therefore,  might  well  confer  upon 
these  courts  powers  which  were  exercised  by 
courts  of  the  United  States.  And,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  fact,  the  territorial  courts  in  Iowa 
were  empowered  to  exercise  the  customary 
jurisdiction  of  both  state  and  federal  courts; 
but  in  consequence  thereof  they  were  not 
considered  as  constitutional  courts.  Said 
Chief  Justice  Mason,  in  reference  to  the  dis- 
trict courts  of  the  Territory  of  Iowa:  ** Un- 
der no  circumstances  are  they,  properly 
speaking,  District  Courts  of  the  United 
States.  They  are  merely  Territorial  courts 
having  the  powers  of  district  and  circuit 
courts  of  the  United  States;  but,  when  ad- 
judicating upon  the  laws  of  Congress  their 
character  and  title  does  not  change." 

IMPORTANT  TERRITORIAL  OFFICERS. 

In  addition  to  those  already  mentioned  in 
connection  with  what  has  just  been  said  on 
the  three  departments  of  government,  other 
important  officers  of  the  Territory  were:  a 
Secretary ;  a  Treasurer ;  an  Auditor ;  an  At- 
torney; a  Marshal,  and  three  District  Prose- 
cutors. 

The  Secretary  was  an  officer  provided  for 
by  the  organic  law.  Appointed  by  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  he  held  his  office 
for  a  term  of  tour  years,  during  which  time 
he  was  required  to  reside  within  the  Terri- 
tory. It  was  his  duty  to  record  and  preserve 
the  laws  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  as  well 
as  all  the  acts  and  proceedings  of  the  Gov- 
ernor in  his  executive  department.  And  in 
case  of  the  death,  removal,  resignation  or 
necessary  absence  of  the  Governor  from  the 
Territory,  he  was  to  execute  and  perform 
the  powers  and  duties  of  that  office  during 
the  vacancy  or  necessary  absence  or  until  an- 
other governor  was  appointed. 

The  offices  of  Treasurer  and  Auditor  were 
created  by  Territorial  statute,  with  such 
powers  and  duties  as  are  naturally  suggested 
by  the  titles.  Both  Treasurer  and  Auditor 
were  appointed  by  the  Governor  for  a  term 
of  three  years. 

The  Attorney  and  Marshal  were  of  pres- 
idential appointment  and  held  office  for  a 
term  of  four  years.  No  specific  duties  are 
en. unerated  in  the  organic  law  for  the  At- 
torney; but  the  Marshal  was  directed  to  ex* 
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ecute  all  process  issuing  from  the  courts  of 
the  Territory  when  exercising  their  juris- 
diction as  circuit  and  district  courts  of  the 
United  States.  In  general  the  duties  <  t  the 
Marshal  were  the  same  as  those  prescribed 
for  the  Marshal  for  the  Northern  district  of 
the  state  of  New  York. 

District  Prosecutors  were  appointed  by 
the  Governor,  one  for  each  judicial  district. 
Their  duties  were  prescribed  in  the  law  of 
the  Territory  which  created  their  office. 
They  were  especially  charged  with  the  pros- 
ecution of  all  suits  against  delinquent  sher- 
iffs and  collectors  of  territorial  $nd  county 
revenue,  and  all  persons  who  were  indebted 
to  the  Territory,  or  any  of  the  counties  in 
their  respective  districts,  where  the  Terri- 
tory or  county  was  a  party,  except  in  cases 
where  complaint  was  made  in  the  name  of 
the  name  of  the  Territory  for  the  benefit  of 
some  third  person.  Furthermore,  the  Pros- 
ecutor was  to  stand  ready  to  give  his  advice 
to  the  civil  officers  of  his  district  on  any 
matter  in  which  the  public  might  be  inter- 
ested. 

CONCLUSIONS :  GUARANTEES  OF  LIBERTY. 

The  foregoing  observations  along  with 
those  previously  made,  naturally  suggest 
these  several  conclusions:  First,  that  the 
Territory  of  Iowa,  although  subordinate  to 
Congress,  was  nevertheless  allowed  a  wider 
sphere  of  governmental  activity,  theoretic- 
ally speaking,  than  is  now  permitted  to  the 
Commonwealth.  For,  while  the  position  of 
the  territorial  executive,  both  in  legislation 
and  administration,  was  as  important  as  that 
of  any  subsequent  commonwealth  Governor 
the  Legislative  Assembly  and  Territorial 
courts  did,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  exer- 
cise the  customary  functions  and  jurisdic- 
tion of  both  general  and  commonwealth  gov- 
ernments. Second,  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States  was  in  theory  the  head  of  the 
Territorial  administration,  since  he  was 
given  the  power  to  appoint,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  and  the 
power  to  remove  the  principal  administra- 
tive officers  of  the  Territory,  such  as  the 
Governor,  Secretary,  Marshal,  Attorney  and 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  and  District  Courts. 
Furthermore,  the  second  conclusion  points 
to  a  nice  balance  in  the  territorial  govern- 


ment between  the  part  that  issued  from 
Washington  and  the  part  that  sprang  di- 
rectly from  the  people  of  the  Territory :  that 
is  to  say,  between  the  Governor,  Judges,  etc., 
— administration — on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
Legislative  Assembly — legislation — on  the 
other. 

Finally,  what  rights  and  immunities  were 
guaranteed  to  the  people  of  the  Territory? 
In  other  words,  what  was  the  extent  of  that 
sphere  of  individual  liberty  in  which  they 
were  secured  against  the  encroachments  of 
government  ? 

Now  the  particular  domain  of  individual 
liberty  which  is  here  contemplated  was  made 
up  of  guarantees  against  the  General  Gov- 
ernment on  the  one  hand  and  against  the 
Territorial  Government  on  the  other.  Guar- 
antees against  the  General  Government  were 
certain  and  absolute ;  those  against  the  Ter- 
ritory were  uncertain  and  temporary. 

Moreover,  in  ascertaining  the  guarantees 
against  the  General  Government,  which  are 
to  be  found  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  the  cardinal  rule  of  constitutional  in- 
terpretation must  be :  that  Which  is  not  denied 
is  granted.  And  it  must  always  be  borne  in 
mind  that  in  its  relation  to  a  Territory  the 
General  Government  has  general  as  distin- 
guished from  enumerated  powers.  Applying 
this  rule  of  interpretation  the  Constitution  is 
found  to  contain  the  following  immunities : 
Congress  could  pass  no  bill  of  attainder  or 
ex  post  facto  law;  unreasonable  searches 
and  seizures  were  prohibited;  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus  could  not  be  suspended  except 
in  time  of  war;  excessive  bail  could  not  be 
required;  jury  process  in  the  trial  of  crimes 
must  be  preserved ;  the  government  could  not 
authorize  arbitrary  procedure  or  unreasona* 
ble  delay  in  trial,  could  not  deprive  any  per- 
son of  life,  liberty  or  property  without  due 
process  of  law,  nor  authorize  the  imposition 
of  excessive  fines  or  the  infliction  of  cruel  or 
unusual  punishments ;  treason  was  defined  in 
the  Constitution;  and  no  attainder  thereof 
could  work  corruption  of  blood  or  work  for- 
feiture except  during  the  life  of  the  person 
attainted;  freedom  of  speech  and  of  the 
press  obtained  to  the  extent  that  the  govern- 
ment was  prohibited  from  creating  any  un- 
usual law  of  slander  and  libel;  neither  was 
the  freedom  of  assembly  and  of  petitioning* 
the  government  for  a  redress  of  grievances 
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a  total  immunity  against  the  government, 
which  could  distinguish  between  a  peaceable 
and  a  riotous  assembly  forbidding  the  latter 
and  permitting  the  former;  and  in  matters 
of  religion  and  worship  Congress  had  no 
legislative  power  over  opinion. 

Besides  these  "personal  immunities" 
against  the  General  Government,  the  people 
of  the  Territory  were  further  guaranteed 
certain  "immunities  in  respect  to  private 
property."  These  were  chiefly  defences 
against  the  governmental  powers  of  taxa- 
tion and  eminent  domain ;  all  bills  for  raising 
revenue  must  originate  in  the  lower  house  of 
Congress ;  all  appropriations  of  money  shall 
be  made  by  law ;  private  property  shall  not 
be  taken  for  public  use  without  just  com- 
pensation; no  person  shall  be  deprived  of 
property  without  due  process  of  law ;  no  di- 
rect tax  shall  be  levied  except  in  proportion 
to  the  population:  and  all  duties,  imports, 
and  excises  must  be  uniform  throughout  the 
United  States. 

As  compared  with  the  guarantees  aeainst 
the  General  Government  in  favor  of  individ- 
ual liberty,  those  provided  against  the  Ter- 
ritorial government  were  uncertain  and 
temporajrv,  since  they  rested  simply  upon  a 
statute  of  the  United  States,  which  was  sub- 
ject to  change  or  repeal  by  Congress  at  any 
time.  Practically,  however,  the  immunities 
provided  by  the  twelfth  section  of  the  or- 
ganic law  were  secured  to  the  people 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  territorial 
period  without  interruption :  and  they  com- 
prised no  less  important  benefits  than  those 


enumerated  in  the  first,  second  and  sixth  ar- 
ticles of  the  Ordinance  of  1787,  which  read : 

"No  person  demeaning  himself  in  a  peace- 
able and  orderly  manner  shall  even  be  mo- 
lested on  account  of  his  mode  of  worship, 
or  religious  sentiments  in  said  territory. 

"The  inhabitants  of  the  said  Territory 
shall  always  be  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the 
writ  of  habeas  corpus,  and  trial  by  jury;  of 
a  proportionate  representation  of  the  people 
in  the  legislature,  and  of  judicial  proceed- 
ings according  to  the  course  of  the  common 
law.  All  persons  shall  be  bailable,  unless 
for  capital  offenses,  where  proof  shall  be 
evident,  or  the  presumption  is  great.  All 
fines  shall  be  moderate ;  and  no  cruel  or  un- 
usual punishments  shall  be  inflicted.  No 
man  shall  be  deprived  of  his  liberty  or  prop- 
erty, but  by  the  judgment  of  his  peers,  or  by 
the  law  of  the  land;  and  should  public  ex* 
igencies  make  it  necessary,  for  the  common 
preservation,  to  take  any  person's  property, 
or  to  demand  his  particular  services,  full 
compensation  shall  be  made  for  the  same. 
And  in  the  just  preservation  of  rights  and 
property,  it  is  understood  and  declared,  that 
no  law  ought  ever  to  be  made  or  have  force 
in  the  said  Territory,  that  shall  in  any  man- 
ner whatever  interfere  with  or  affect  private 
contracts  or  engagements,  bopa  fide  and 
without  fraud,  previouslv  formed."    And, 

"There  shall  be  neither  slaverv  nor  in- 
voluntary servitude  in  the  said  Territory, 
otherwise  than  in  punishment  of  crimes 
whereof  the  party  shall  have  been  duly  con- 
victed." 


THE  BEGINNINGS   OF  LOCAL   GOVERNMENT. 


Local  government  in  Iowa  prior  to  1838 
— so  far  as  such  government  was  at  all  con- 
stitutional— was  largely  if  not  wholly  de- 
rived from  Michigan.  Indeed,  the  chief  ob- 
ject of  the  union  with  Michigan  in  1834  was 
to  provide  some  sort  of  local  constitutional 
government  for  all  the  settled  portions  of 
the  western  country.  And  to  accomplish 
this  end  the  Legislative  Council  of  Michi- 
gan laid  off  the  counties  of  Dubuque  and 
Des  Moines,  provided  for  county  courts,  au- 
thorized the  organization  of  townships,  and 
empowered  the  people  to  hold  elections. 
Through  this  act  it  was  proposed  to  trans- 


plant the  institutions  of  local  government 
which  had  grown  up  in  Michigan  into  the 
country  west  of  the  Mississippi. 

THE  ORIGIN  OF  LOCAL  INSTITUTIONS. 

Turning  now  to  the  history  of  Michigan 
for  a  summ?ry  view  of  the  institutions  of 
that  Territory,  it  is  seen  that  the  germ  of 
local  government  makes  its  appearance  in 
connection  with  the  administration  of  jus- 
tice. The  "judicial  district"  was  the  first 
area  of  local  government;  and  the  "county 
court"  was  the  principal  organ  of  local  ad- 
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ministration.  But  in  1817  the  "court  of  gen- 
eral quarter  sessions  of  the  peace"  came  in 
for  a  large  share  of  the  business  of  the 
county.  This  board  was  "especially  en- 
trusted with  the  supervision  of  finance  and 
taxation.  The  county  assessor  was  their 
nominee;  they  were  constituted  a  board  of 
audit  and  equalization;  and  they  could  di- 
vide the  county  into  townships."  In  181 8 
the  court  of  quarter  sessions  was  abolished, 
and  all  the  powers  and  duties  with  which  it 
was  vested  were  transferred  to  a  board  of 
three  county  commissioners.  By  the  act  of 
May  1 8th,  1820,  the  appointment  of  the 
commissioners  was  vested  in  the  Governor. 
This  act  furthermore  recited  the  powers  and 
duties  of  the  commissioners:  they  were  to 
allow  and  audit  accounts  against  the 
county ;  to  estimate  annually  the  expenses  of 
the  county  and  to  determine  what  estates 
were  ratable  for  taxation ;  and  they  were  au- 
thorized to  divide  their  respective  counties 
into  townships  and  the  townships  into  road 
districts.  In  1825  the  Legislative  Council 
under  authority  from  Congress  provided  for 
the  election  of  commissioners  by  the  people. 

In  the  meantime,  the  township,  which  at 
the  outset  was  little  more  than  an  office,  had 
steadily  grown  in  importance.  It  seems  to 
have  developed  up  out  of  the  "road  district ;" 
and  its  principal  officer  was  the  "supervisor." 
In  1825  Congress  by  the  act  of  February  5th, 
authorized  the  Governor  and  Council  to  di- 
vide the  whole  Territory  into  townships  and 
to  vest  these  areas  with  a  corporate  capacity. 
This  act  secured  the  position  of  the  town- 
ship ;  and  it  marks  the  "real  beginning  of  the 
elective  township-county  system  in  Michi- 
gan," which  was  fully  and  definitely  estab- 
lished in  1827.  In  that  year  the  board  of 
commissioners  was  abolished,  and  all  their 
powers  and  duties  were  handed  over  to  the 
township  supervisors  organized  into  a  county 
board  for  the  transaction  of  county  business. 
This,  of  course,  was  none  other  than  the 
New  York  plan  of  local  government.  It 
continued  in  force  until  1838,  when,  by  a 
provision  of  the  revised  statutes,  the  board 
of  commissioners  was  reinstated. 

From  this  brief  survey  of  the  local  insti- 
tutions of  Michigan  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
earliest  constitutional  form  of  local  govern- 
ment in  Iowa  was  based  on  the  supervisor  or 
New  York  plan  of  township-county  organ- 


ization. In  other  words,  local  constitutional 
government  in  Iowa  from  1834  to  1836  was 
founded  on  the  act  of  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil of  Michigan  of  1827,  except  so  far  as 
that  act  was  actually  modified  by  the  act  of 
1834,  laying  off  and  organizing  counties 
west  of  the  Mississippi.  This  scheme  of 
local  administration  remained  in  force,  at 
least  nominally,  down  to  1838.  For  even 
after  the  organization  of  the  several  Terr' 
tories  of  Wisconsin  and  Iowa,  the  laws  of 
Michigan  remained  in  force  until  they  were 
actually  modified  or  repealed  by  the  Legis- 
latures of  these  Territories. 

After  the  organization  of  the  Territory, 
the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Wisconsin  be- 
gan, in  December,  1836,  to  provide  for  ? 
more  efficient  administration  of  local  affairs, 
first,  by  declaring  each  county  to  be  a  town- 
ship and  directing  the  election  of  three  su- 
pervisors in  each ;  and  secondly,  by  dividing 
the  more  or  less  settled  portions  of  the  orig- 
inal county  of  Des  Moines  into  the  counties 
of  Lee,  Van  Buren,  Des  Moines,  Henry, 
Louisa,  Muscatine  and  Cook.  So  far  as  the 
form  of  local  government  was  concerned, 
these  acts  did  not  materially  modify  the 
previous  laws  of  Michigan.  But  a  year  later 
at  its  next  session  the  Assembly,  besides  lay- 
ing off  the  counties  of  Clayton,  Fayette,  Du- 
buque, Delaware,  Buchanan,  Jackson,  Jones, 
Linn,  Benton,  Clinton,  Cedar,  Johnson, 
Keokuk  and  Scott,  passed  an  act  which  re- 
pealed previous  acts  on  the  subject  and  es- 
tablished the  commissioner  plan.  It  is  im- 
portant to  observe  that  up  to  this  time  (De- 
cember, 1837,)  the  constitutional  scheme 
local  government  was  based  on  the  super 
visor  plan,  except  so  far  as  that  plan  was 
modified  by  the  fact  that  in  each  county 
there  was  but  one  township  which  was  cor 
terminous  with  the  county  itself. 

Such,  indeed,  was  the  constitutional  or 
statutory  local  government  prior  to  1838, 
but  such  was  not  necessarily  the  government 
in  administration.  For  nothing  is  more 
characteristic  of  all  early  local  government 
in  Iowa  than  that  the  government  of  the 
statute  is  not  necessarily  the  government  of 
fact  or  history.  In  this  case  there  is  little 
evidence  that  the  supervisor  plan  as  in- 
herited 0 >iiNtituti< mall  v  thn nigh  Michigan 
was  to  any  large  extent  put  into  use  in  the 
administration  of  local  government  within 
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the  limits  of  Iowa.  Our  conclusion,  there- 
fore, would  seem  to  be  this :  Local  constitu- 
tional government  in  Iowa  takes  its  begin- 
nings in  the  rxct  of  the  Territory  of  Wiscon- 
sin which  swept  away  the  previous  legisla- 
tion of  Michigan  and  provided  for  the  elec- 
tion of  county  commissioners.  This  act  was 
approved  December  20th,  1837.  In  the  fol- 
lowing year  it  was  incorporated  in  the 
statutes  of  Iowa  by  the  act  of  December 
14th,  which  was  virtually  a  copy  of  the  Wis- 
consin statute  on  the  same  subject. 

THE  COUNTY. 

In  early  Iowa  the  county  was  the  predom- 
inent  area  in  the  local  government.  Until 
1840  it  was  practically  the  only  constitu- 
tional agent  in  local  administration.  The 
township  counted  for  little;  in  fact,  it  was 
scarcely  recognized.  Nor  is  this  surprising: 
*or  in  a  new  and  thinly  settled  country  the 
county  is  necessarily  the  area  par  excellcfice 
for  the  administration  of  local  affairs. 

The  boundaries  of  the  county  were  estab- 
lished from  time  to  time  by  the  Legislative 
Assembly.  As  an  area  it  was  invested  w<th 
corporate  capacity  to  be  a  party  in  legal  suits 
and  to  own  and  control  property.  And  as  a 
geog^iiihical  unit  it  was  made  use  of  in  the 
administration  of  justice,  and  in  the  appor- 
tionment of  members  of  the  Territorial  As- 
sembly. 

The  government  of  the  county  was  cen- 
tralized in  a  board  of  three  commissioners, 
who  were  elected  for  three  years,  one  retir- 
ing each  year.  Any  qualified  elector  in  the 
county  was  eligible  to  the  office  of  commis- 
sioner. Each  commissioner  represented  and 
was  elected  from  a  certain  geographical  por- 
tion of  the  county.  For  this  purpose  the 
county  was  divided  into  three  so-called 
"commissioners'  districts."  Thus  the  county 
was  a  veritable  republic — but  it  was  a  cen- 
tralized republic  without  township  states.    • 

As  a  county  board  the  commissioners  were 
"considered  a  body  corporate  and  politic," 
and  could  "sue  and  be  sued,  plead  and  be 
impleaded,  defend  and  be  defended,  answer 
and  be  answered  unto,  in  any  court,  either  in 
law  or  equity."  They  were  required  to  hold 
four  sessions, — on  the  first  Mondays  in 
April,  July,  October  and  January  respect* 
ively, — in  every  year.    Any  two  of  the  com- 


missioners were  competent  to  do  business. 
Their  compensation  was  limited  to  $2.00  per 
day ;  and  the  total  number  of  days  occupied 
at  the  regular  sessions  of  the  board  in  any 
one  year  could  not  legally  exceed  eighteen. 
All  records  and  proceedings  were  kept  by  a 
clerk,  who  was  for  a  time  appointed  by  the 
board,  but  afterwards  elected  by  the  people. 

The  authority  of  the  commissioners  was 
remarkably  wide  and  comprehensive — per- 
haps greater  than  that  of  any  subsequent 
local  administrative  body.  In  general  they 
enjoyed  all  the  powers  which  had  been 
vested  in  their  constitutional  predecessors, 
the  board  of  county  supervisors.  They  were 
entrusted  with  the  supervision  of  finance  and 
taxation.  At  their  April  session  they  re- 
ceived, inspected  and,  if  necessary,  revised 
the  assessor's  books,  and  levied  a  county 
fax;  and  as  directed  from  time  to  time  by 
law,  they  levied  a  territorial  tax.  They  were 
empowered  to  organize  the  county  into 
townships;  to  divide  the  county  into  road 
districts,  and  to  form  school  districts.  They 
were  authorized  to  lay  off  towns,  establish, 
change,  open  and  vacate  roads,  and  occa- 
sionally divide  the  county  into  commissioner 
districts.  They  created  election  precincts, 
appointed  judges  of  election  and  fixed  the 
place  of  holding  local  elections.  They  were 
required  to  prepare  lists  of  persons  for  grand 
and  petit  juries;  to  furnish  suitable  rooms 
for  the  district  court;  to  procure  for  the 
county  a  set  of  weights  and  measures.  They 
were  entrusted  with  the  entire  and  exclusive 
supervision  of  the  poor  in  the  county,  and 
were  authorized  to  build  poor  houses  and 
work  houses  for  the  paupers.  They  could 
borrow  money  for  the  erection  of  court 
houses;  could  appoint  agents  to  dispose  of 
the  county  real  estate ;  could  select  a  county 
seal;  could  grant  grocery  licenses,  and  li- 
cense ferries.  They  ordered  special  elec- 
tions; appointed  road  supervisors,  and  filled 
vacancies  in  various  county  offices. 

Besides  the  county  commissioners  the 
other  officers  of  the  county  were :  A  Treas- 
urer, a  Sheriff,  a  Recorder,  a  Surveyor,  a 
Coroner,  a  Public  Administrator,  Justices  of 
the  Peace  and  Constables. 

THE  TOWNSHIP. 

The  first  Iowa  township  was  geographic- 
ally conterminous  with  the  county.    That  is 
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to  say,  each  county  area  constituted  at  the 
same  time  a  township  area.  And  the  three 
supervisors  elected  within  this  area,  holding 
by  law  the  double  portfolio  of  township  and 
county  officers,  inherited  constitutionally  all 
the  authority  and  powers  of  their  Michigan 
predecessors. 

This  somewhat  anomalous  plan  of  town- 
ship-county government  was  first  outlined  in 
the  Michigan  statute  of  September  6th, 
1834,  which  laid  off  the  counties  of  Dubuque 
and  Des  Moines,  and  two  years  later  it  was 
perpetuated  by  an  act  of  the  Legislative  As- 
sembly of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin.  Theo- 
retically there  seems  to  be  no  good  reason 
why  the  township  should  not  at  least  have 
held  its  own  in  local  administration ;  but  as 
a  matter  of  fact  the  county  organization  pre- 
dominated from  the  beginning.  Indeed, 
after  the  organization  of  a  board  of  county 
commissioners,  the  township  all  but  disap- 
peared. A  probable  explanation  of  this  has 
already  been  noted. 

In  the  meantime,  however,  as  the  Terri- 
tory became  more  thickly  populated,  there 
was  a  development  of  conditions  which  fav- 
ored a  reorganization  of  the  township.  The 
growth  of  population  in  the  several  counties 
created  the  need  for  a  governmental  organ- 
ization more  local  than  that  of  fhe  county. 
So  the  new  township  as  an  area  was  not  to 
find  its  basis  in  the  county,  but  in  a  much 
smaller  division.  Some  have  supposed  that 
this  basis  was  found  in  the  congressional 
township,  and  that  even  in  advance  of  the 
<^ttler,  the  government  surveyor  fixed  the 
area  of  local  government.  But  this  general- 
ization is  not  supported  bv  the  facts  of  local 
history.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  quite  evi- 
dent that  the  true  historical  basis  of  the  new 
township  was  the  "community"  or  "neigh- 
borhood." The  evidence  which  leads  to  this 
conclusion  is  briefly  as  follows :  Prior  to  the 


organization  of  townships,  the  counties  were 
divided  into  so-called  "election  precincts." 
The  election  precincts  were  conterminous 
with  the  "communities"  or  "neighborhoods." 
Now,  when  the  county  was  finally  organized 
pressive,  unnatural  and  a  hindrance  to  prog- 
into  townships,  these  same  election  precincts 
formed  the  basis  of  such  organization. 
Furthermore,  the  names  of  the  townships 
can  in  many  cases  be  traced  through  the 
election  precinct  to  the  original  community. 
Indeed,  election  precincts  were  not  infre- 
quently erected  into  townships  without  any 
change  in  name  or  boundaries.  And  finally, 
a  glance  at  the  geography  of  the  early  coun- 
ties and  townships  of  the  Territory  clearly 
shows  that  the  area  of  the  congressional 
township  is  rarely  conterminous  with  the 
area  of  the  civil  township. 

Passing  now  to  the  more  detailed  consid- 
eration of  this  reorganized  township,  which, 
as  a  geographical  area,  was  based  on  the 
"community"  or  "neighborhood"  —  and 
which  was  practically  the  first  township  to 
actively  participate  in  local  administration — 
we  find  its  organization  first  fully  provided 
for  in  a  statute  of  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  ap- 
proved January  10th,  1840.  In  content  this 
statute  differs  but  little  from  the  several  acts 
of  the  Michigan  Council,  which  were 
amended  by  the  Wisconsin  statute  of  De- 
cember 6th,  1836.    It  reads  as  follows : 

"The  board  of  county  commissioners  of 
any  county  within  this  Territory  may  here- 
after, when  they  shall  deem  it  expedient, 
previous  to  any  general  election  in  this  Ter- 
ritory, give  at  least  fifty  days'  notice  in  the 
usual  manner  of  advertising  elections  in  this 
Territory,  that  the  question  will  be  taken  by 
ballot  at  such  election,  to  ascertain  whether 
a  majority  of  the  electors  of  the  county  are 
in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  a  township  or- 
ganization by  said  county." 


CLAIM  ASSOCIATIONS. 


The  story  of  the  birth  of  political  institu- 
tions is  not  found  written  in  a  code  of  law. 
But  "if  there  are  persons  who  regard  the  bare 
statutes  of  a  new  country  as  a  reliable  guide 
to  the  history  of  the  growth  of  its  local  in- 
stitutions, a  careful  comparison  of  the 
statutes  of  Iowa  with  the  local  institutions 


of  the  State  will  disabuse  them  of  such  a  no- 
tion. The  real  local  institutions  of  the  early 
settlers  of  Iowa  are  not  recorded  in  any 
statute  books,  and  many  of  the  institutions 
recorded  in  the  state  l>ooks,  never  had  any 
existence."  In  the  history  of  early  Iowa  ex- 
tra-legal or  extra-constitutional  government 
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preceded  constitutional  government.  The 
earliest  local  government  in  Iowa  was  the 
government  of  the  Claim  Association  or 
Land  Club. 

THE  NATURE  AND  PURPOSE  OF  CLAIM  ASSO- 
CIATIONS. 

The  Claim  Association  is  distinctly  a 
Western  institution.  And  the  conditions 
which  led  to  its  organization  among  the 
early  settlers  in  Iowa  are  in  general  the  same 
as  those  which  have  given  rise  to  like  organ- 
izations from  the  days  of  the  self  "governing 
commonwealths  of  Watauga,  Cumberland 
and  Transylvania  down  to  the  settlement  of 
Oklahoma.  Although  extra-constitutional, 
the  Claim  Association  is  a  part  of  our  politics 
and  history  and  should  be  studied  along  with 
constitutions  and  statutes. 

The  study  of  Claim  Associations  suggests 
what  nineteenth  century  men  would  do,  what 
customs  and  institutions  they  would  adopt, 
in  short,  what  choices  they  would  make  if 
wholly  free  from  political  restraints.  For, 
in  the  settlement  and  growth  of  the  West, 
there  has  been  "a  recurrence  of  the  process  of 
evolution  in  each  western  area  reached  in 
the  process  of  expansion."  Is  the  institu- 
tion of  the  family  unnatural  ?  The  frontiers- 
man could  have  abolished  the  home  and  lived 
in  a  state  of  promiscuity.  Is  all  government 
obnoxious  to  the  American?  The  pioneers 
were  not  compelled  to  adopt  a  line  or  sub- 
mit to  a  letter  of  governmental  regulation. 
Is  the  system  of  private  property  in  land  op- 
pressive unnatural  and  a  hindrance  to  prog- 
ress? The  "squatters"  of  the  West  were  as 
free  to  adopt  the  communal  system  as  they 
were  to  breathe  the  air  around  them.  It  is 
the  bearing  which  it  has  upon  questions  like 
these,  that  a  study  of  institutions  such  as  the 
Claim  Association  becomes  important  to 
students  of  History,  Politics  and  Sociology. 
In  this  place,  however,  it  is  not  my  purpose 
to  enter  upon  either  a  detailed  or  a  general 
discussion  of  these  questions.  Here  I  desire 
simply  to  indicate  the  setting  of  the  records 
which  follow  this  introduction,  by  briefly 
outlining  the  conditions  which  gave  rise  to 
the  Claim  Association  and  determined  its 
leading  characteristics. 

The  government  of  the  United   States, 
partly  through  cessions  on  the  part  of  the 


original  States  and  partly  through  treaty 
and  purchase  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  obtained  a  vast  and  unoccupied  pub- 
lic domain.  This  vast  territory  was  under 
the  supervision  and  at  the  disposal  of  Con- 
gress, which,  from  time  to  time,  regulated 
its  survey,  sale  and  occupation.  In  1807  an 
act  was  passed,  which  prohibited  any  and  all 
persons  from  taking  possession  of,  surveying 
making  off  of  occupying  any  portion  of  the 
lands  ceded  or  secured  to  the  United  States 
by  any  treaty  made  with  a  foreign  nation  or 
by  a  cession  of  any  State.  The  President 
of  the  United  States  was  authorized  to  use 
force,  if  necessary,  in  removing  trespassers. 
This  act,  however,  was  never  rigidly  en- 
forced; for  it  was  found  impracticable,  if 
not  wholly  impossible,  to  keep  settlers  off 
the  Public  Domain.  In  fact,  Congress 
rather  encouraged  the  violation  of  its  pro- 
visions by  granting  special  pre-emption 
privileges  to  settlers  who  had  made  improve- 
ments upon  public  lands.  And  yet  the  act 
of  1807,  notwithstanding  its  impotency,  was 
revived  in  March,  1833,  w,th  special  appli- 
cation to  that  part  of  Iowa  known  as  the 
"Sac  and  Fox  Cession  of  1832."  It  was 
made  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  direct  the  Indian  agents  at  Prairie 
du  Chien  and  Rock  Island  to  execute  and 
perform  all  duties  required  in  the  act  of 
1807  in  such  mode  as  to  give  full  effect  to 
the  act  in  and  over  the  lands  acquired  from 
the  Sac  and  Fox  Indians.  The  act  of  1807, 
however,  virtually  remained  a  dead  letter, 
notwithstanding  this  heroic  attempt  at  re- 
suscitation. Settlers  crossed  the  Mississippi 
River  even  before  the  Indian  title  had  been 
extinguished :  and  no  sooner  had  the  Indians 
vacated  the  lands  in  June,  1833,  than  hun- 
dreds of  improvements  were  made  west  of 
the  Mississippi.  By  the  spring  of  1836 
some  ten  or  twelve  thousand  people  had  made 
settlements.  In  1838  the  population  reached 
twenty-two  thousand.  Instructions  for  the 
survey  of  these  lands  Were  issued  in  1836; 
and  by  November  1st,  1837  the  whole  dis" 
trict  had  been  surveyed  as  to  exterior  town- 
ship lines,  and  about  forty  townships  had 
been  divided  into  sections.  But  not  until 
1838  were  any  of  the  lands  proclaimed  for 
sale;  the  first  sales  were  held  in  the  fall  of 
that  year. 
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Observe  the  constitutional  status  of  these 
early  settlers.  Having  gone  upon  the  Pub- 
lic Domain,  in  violation  of  an  act  of  Con- 
gress, they  occupied  and  cultivated  lands  to 
which  they  held  no  legal  titles  from  the 


to  them.  It  is  true  that  in  1834  this  whole 
district  west  of  the  Mississippi  was  attached 
to  Michigan,  the  inhabitants  thereby  becom- 
ing entitled  to  the  same  privilges  and  im- 
munities and  subject  to  the  same  laws,  rules 
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•Spjki'  Signers  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Johnson  County  Claim  Association. 

General  Government.     It  may  even  be  said  and  regulations  in  all  respects  as  the  other 

that  they  were  virtually  without   the  pale  citizens  of   Michigan.      But  in  reality  this 

of     all     constitutional     government.     The  statute  meant  nothing  to  the  settlers  west 

rights,  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  of  the    Mis>i>ippi ;    for    the    Territory    of 

of  the  United  States  did  not  in  fact  extend  Michigan  was  so  far  removed  from  them 
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that  it  secured  to  them  no  governmental 
privileges  whatsoever.  The  establishment 
of  the  territorial  government  of  Wisconsin 
in  1836,  and  the  erection  of  the  Territory 
of  Iowa  in  1838  gave  the  early  settlers,  for 
the  first  time,  something  more  than  a  fic- 
titious constiutional  status.  Yet  the  terri- 
torial governments  of  Wisconsin  and  Iowa 
did  not  fully  provide  for  the  peculiar  needs 
arising  from  what  may  be  called  pioneer 
environment.  In  fact  no  laws,  national  or 
territorial,  adequately  met  the  conditions  of 
frontier  life  in  the  West.  And  it  was  to 
meet  the  condition  of  this  western  life  and 
to  provide  for  the  pecuiar  needs  arising 
therefrom,  that  the  early  settlers  organized 
and  established  the  institution  of  the  claim 
association. 

The  most  satisfactory  examples  of  Iowa 
Claim  Associations  are:  The  Claim  Asso- 
ciation of  Johnson  County  and  the  Claim 
Club  of  Fort  Dodge.  These  are  satisfac- 
tory organizations,  because  they  have  left 
records  that  are  complete. 

THE      CLAIM      ASSOCIATION      OF      JOHNSON 
COUNTY. 

After  extended  inquiry  I  am  led  to  be- 
lieve that  the  Claim  Association  of  Johnson 
County,  was,  in  its  organization  and  admin- 
istration, one  of  the  most  perfect,  not  only 
in  Iowa,  but  in  the  West.  And  of  still 
greater  importance  is  the  fact  that  this  as- 
sociation has  left  adequate  mansucript  rec* 
ords — records  so  complete  that  they  afford 
invaluable  material  for  the  study  of  claim 
associations  in  general. 

At  the  first  session  of  the  Legislative  As- 
sembly of  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  which 
met  at  Burlington  in  the  winter  of  1838-9, 
an  act  was  passed  providing  for  the  location 
of  the  Seat  of  Government  of  the  Territory 
in  Johnson  County.  Up  to  this  t:me  the 
few  settlers  who  had  made  improvements 
in  Johnson  County  had  not  felt  the  neces- 
sity of  organizing  a  claim  association.  But 
when  they  learned  that  the  Capital  of  the 
Territory  was  to  be  located  in  their  county, 
they  immediately  set  about  to  organize  an 
association  for  the  better  protection  of  what 
they  called  their  "rights  in  making  and 
holding  claims."  After  several  preliminary 
meetings  a  constiution  was  adopted  March 


9th,  1839,  at  a  meeting  attended  by  nearly 
every  settler  in  the  county.  Samuel  T. 
Trowbridge,  who  at  that  time  held  the  office 
of  Sheriff  in  Johnson  County,  was  made  the 
first  president  of  the  Claim  Association. 

The  Johnson  County  Association  received 
the  hearty  support  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
entire  county.  Men  of  all  classes  and  posi- 
tions signed  the  constiution  and  became 
members.  Along  with  the  signatures  and 
marks  of  unknown  "squatters"  are  the 
names  of  Robert  Lucas,  at  that  time  Gover- 
nor of  the  Territory,  S.  C.  Hastings,  dele- 
gate to  the  Legislative  Assembly,  and  subse- 
quently Chief  Justice  of  Iowa,  and  also  of 
California,  William  McCormick,  Judge  of 
Probate,  William  C  Massey,  Constable, 
and  Robert  Walker,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

The  constitution  and  resolution  were,  for 
the  most  part,  strictly  observed  throughout 
the  county.  Indeed,  I  have  been  able  to 
learn  of  only  two  cases  of  "claim  jumping." 
In  the  one  instance  the  offender  was  soundly 
whipped,  and  thus  brought  to  recognize  the 
regulations  of  the  Claim  Association  as  the 
supreme  law  of  the  community  against 
which  no  man  dared  to  raise  his  hand. 

The  other  case  is  related  by  a  member  of 
the  Association  as  follows :  "In  the  month 
of  November,  1839,  a  man  named  Craw- 
ford took  possession  of  a  claim  lying  about 
a  mile  north  of  Iowa  City,  that  belonged  to 
William  Sturgis,  and  refused  to  give  it  up. 
The  Marshal  of  the  Claim  Association  noti- 
fied all  the  members  to  meet  in  Iowa  City  on 
the  7th  day  of  November  at  10  o'clock  A.  M. 
sharp,  at  the  tavern  of  Asaph  Allen.  When 
the  time  came,  about  sixty  stalwart  men 
were  on  hand,  who  marched  in  a  body  to 
where  Crawford  had  built  his  cabin.  They 
found  a  good  substantial  log  house,  with 
clapboard  roof,  and  Mr.  Crawford  on  the 
inside,  finishing  it  off  ready  for  occupancy. 
The  company  surrounded  the  house,  and 
then  called  a  parley.  The  trespasser  was 
asked  if  he  was  willing  to  abandon  his 
claim.  He  refused  to  leave  and  cautioned 
those  present  not  to  molest  him  at  their 
peril.  Mr.  Sturgis  then  came  forward  and 
offered  to  pay  him  for  what  labor  he  had 
done  if  he  would  relinquish  all  claims  to 
the  premises  without  any  further  trouble. 
This  offer  was  also  refused.  Without  a 
moment's  delay,  the  men  ascended  the  cor- 
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ners  of  the  house,  and  in  fifteen  minutes 
there  was  not  a  vestige  of  it  left  standing. 
Mr.  Crawford  was  left  in  amazement,  with 
axe  in  his  hand,  in  the  center  of  the  vacant 
space  once  occupied  by  his  cabin.  Some  of  the 
parties  suggested  that  the  Iowa  River  was 
not  far  away ;  but  milder  councils  prevailed, 
and  the  company  dispersed.  But  soon  after 
this  the  members  of  the  Asociation  were 
again  notified  to  meet,  and  were  informed 
that  Crawford  had  rebuilt  his  house,  and 
was  occupying  it  with  his  family.  The 
members  of  the  Association  made  arrange- 
ments with  Walter  Butler  to  take  care  of 
Mr.  Crawford's  family,  and  procured  a 
team  to  bring  them  down  to  town.  A  com- 
mittee then  started  ahead  with  the  team  to 
take  care  of  Mr.  Crawford's  wife  and  chil- 
dren. They  met  Mr.  Crawford  in  a  more 
meek  and  humble  mood  than  when  they  last 
parted  from  him.  He  said  he  was  willing  to 
settle  the  matter ;  so  he  and  Mr.  Sturgis  held 
a  private  conference,  and  in  a  short  time 
Mr.  Sturgis  announced  that  the  trouble  was 
adjusted  to  his  (Mr.  Sturgis')  full  satisfac- 
tion. The  company  then  dispersed  and 
went  quietly  to  their  homes;  and  the  Asso- 
ciation was  never  again  called  out  for  such 
a  purpose.  Mr.  Crawford  afterwards  made 
an  attempt  to  bring  some  of  the  parties  be- 
fore a  legal  tribunal  for  punishment ;  but,  as 
it  was  almost  imposible  to  find  a  judge, 
lawyer,  or  juror  in  Iowa  who  was  not  a 
claim-holder,  his  effort  was  not  crowned 
with  much  success." 

From  the  minutes  of  its  meetings  we 
learn  that  the  Johnson  County  Association 
was  concerned  with  but  two  government 
land  sales.  The  one  was  held  at  Dubuque 
in  1840;  the  other  at  Marion  in  1843. 

In  January,  1840,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  issued  a  proclamation  declar- 
ing that  the  public  sale  of  lands  would  be 
held  at  Dubuque  in  the  month  of  May,  and 
that  township  seventynine  in  ranges  five 
and  six,  west  of  the  fifth  principal  meridian, 
would  be  among  the  lands  offered  for  sale  on 
that  day.  This  proclamation  took  the  set- 
tlers of  Johnson  County  by  surprise.  They 
hardly  expected  that  these  lands  would  be 
brought  into  market  so  soon  after  the  sur- 
veys had  been  made.  A  meeting  was  called, 
and  a  petition,  requesting  a  postponement  of 
the  sale  of  lands  in  Johnson  County,  was 


sent  to  Washington.  About  the  first  of  May 
it  was  announced  that  the  sale  had  been 
postponed  until  the  3rd  day  of  August, 
1840.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Claim  As- 
sociation on  the  10th  of  July,  1840, 
S.  H.  McCrory  was  elected  "bidder," 
and  Cyrus  Sanders  "assistant  bidder,"  for 
townships  seventy-nine  north,  range  six, 
west  of  the  principal  meridian,  and  seventy- 
nine  north,  range  five,  west  of  the  fifth  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Cyrus  Sanders,  a  member  of  the  Associ- 
ation, gives  the  following  account  of  the 
sale:  "On  the  30th  day  of  July  a  number 
of  settlers  started  to  the  land  sales  that  were 
to  take  place  at  Dubuque  on  the  3rd  of 
August.  A  majority  of  them  were  provided 
with  money  to  buy  their  claims,  though 
some,  were  expectant  of  meeting  capitalists 
at  the  sale,  of  whom  they  could  borrow  the 
money.  Some  forty  or  fifty  settlers  com- 
posed our  company,  and  we  started  for  Du- 
buque in  two-horse  wagons,  supplied  with 
provisions  and  camp  equipage.  We  travel- 
ed by  easy  stages,  and  reached  Dubuque  on 
Saturday,  August  1st.  On  Monday  morn- 
ing early  we  had  made  all  arrangements  for 
the  sale.  The  bidder  and  assistant  bidder 
had  furnished  themselves  with  large  plats 
of  the  two  townships  to  be  sold,  with  each 
claimant's  name  plainly  written  on  the  sub- 
division which  he  wished  to  purchase.  When 
the  time  came  for  the  sale  to  begin,  the  crier 
stepped  out  on  the  platform,  and,  inviting  the 
bidder  and  assistant  to  take  places  on  the 
platform  beside  him,  took  hold  of  one  side 
of  the  plat,  and  began  at  section  No.  1,  and 
called  out  each  eighty  acre  subdivision  as 
rapidly  as  he  could  speak.  When  he  came 
to  a  tract  with  a  name  written  on  it,  he 
would  strike  his  hammer  down,  and  give 
the  name  to  the  clerk.  He  thus  proceeded, 
taking  the  sections  in  numerical  order.  The 
two  townships  were  offered  in  less  than 
thirty  minutes.  During  this  time  the  claim- 
ants stood  in  a  compact  semicircle  in  front 
of  the  platform  in  breathless  silence,  not  a 
sound  being  heard  except  the  crier's  voice. 
The  purchasers  were  then  admitted,  two  or 
three  at  a  time,  to  pay  for  the  land  and  re- 
ceive their  certificates.  This  was  a  tedious 
process,  as  the  land  office  accepted  no  money 
for  land  except  United  States  coin,  or  notes 
on  the  State  Bank  of  Missouri.    Nearly  all 
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the  money  paid  was  in  silver,  and  it  con- 
sumed a  great  deal  of  time  to  count  it  and 
sort  out  the  spurious  coin.  On  the  5th  of 
August  we  started  for  home,  many  of  us  en- 
joying the  comfortable  feeling  of  being 
owners  of  real  estate  for  the  first  time  in 
our  lives." 

In  the  minutes  of  February  nth,  1843,  * 
find  it  recorded  that  S.  H.  McCrory  and 
Robert  Hutchinson  were  elected  "bidders" 
for  township  seventy-nine  north,  range  six 
west  of  the  fifth  principal  meridian;  Henry 
Felkner  and  Cyrus  Sanders  for  township 
eighty  north,  range  six  west  of  the  fifth 
principal  meridian;  and  Henry  Felkner  and 
Cyrus  Sanders  for  township  eighty,  range 
five  west  of  the  fifth  principal  meridian.  It 
is  further  recorded  that,  "On  motion  the  As- 
sociation adjourned  to  meet  at  Marion  on 
the  20th  of  this  month."  Aside  from  these 
two  fragments  I  have  found  no  information 
relating  to  the  land  sale  at  Marion  in  1843. 

Soon  after  the  land  sale  at  Marion  the 
Claim  Asociation  of  Johnson  County  dis- 
banded. During  the  four  years  of  its  ex- 
istence the  settlers  were  secured  in  their 
rights  to  their  claims.  They  were  fully 
protected  against  the  "speculator,"  "land 
shark,"  and  "claim  jumper."  And  finally, 
at  the  government  land  sales  they  were  priv- 
ileged to  purchase  their  claims  at  the  min- 
imum price  of  $1.25  per  acre.  Having  ob- 
tained patents  to  the  land  from  the  govern- 
ment, the  settlers  no  longer  needed  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Claim  Asociation.  The  condi- 
tions which  called  it  into  existence  having 
passed  away,  the  Asociation  itself  dissolved. 

There  were  two  things  that  made  the 
Claim  Asociation  of  Johnson  County  espe- 
cially necesary  to  the  welfare  of  the  early 
settlers.  First,  the  location  of  the  Seat  of 
Government  of  the  Territory  of  Iowa  in 
the  county  brought  on  a  flood  of  immigra- 
tion. And  this  influx  of  "new  comers"  and 
land  speculators  would  undoubtedly  have 
deprived  many  honest  and  industrious  set- 
tlers of  their  claims  and  improvements  had 
it  not  been  for  the  powerful  arm  of  the  As- 
sociation. Second,  Congress,  in  an  act  pro- 
viding for  the  donation  of  a  section  of  land 
to  the  Territory  of  Iowa  for  the  purpose  of 
erecting  public  buildings  thereon,  reserved 
the  contiguous  sections  from  sale,  either  at 
public  auction  or  by  private  entry.     This 


clause,  which  prevented  many  settlers  from 
purchasing  claims  which  they  had  made  and 
improved  before  the  location  was  made,  was 
not  repealed  for  over  three  years.  During 
this  period  the  claimholders  were  in  special 
need  of  the  protection  oi  a  claim  associa- 
tion. 

THE  CLAIM   CLUB  OF   FORT  DODGE. 

The  history  'of  the  'Fort  Dodge  associa- 
tion is  embodied  in  a  volume  of  manuscript 
records  which  are  now  preserved  in  the  His- 
torical Department  at  Des  Moines.  These 
records  are  eloquent.  Let  them  tell  the  story 
of  the  origin,  purpose  and  constitution  of  the 
association. 

Fort  Dodge,  July  22d,  1854. 

Citizens  met  pursuant  to  a  call  for  the 
purpose  of  forming  a  claim  law.  On  mo- 
tion Mr.  Miller  was  chosen  Chairman  and 
W.  A.  Young  Secretary. 

After  which  there  were  remarks  made  by 
several  individuals  and  the  following  motions 
made  and  passed.  First,  that  320  acres 
shall  constitute  a  claim.  2nd,  a  claim  may  be 
held  one  month  by  sticking  stakes,  and  after 
that  $10.00  monthly  in  improvements  is 
necessary  in  order  to  hold  a  claim.  Also, 
that  a  cabin  16x16  feet,  shingled  and  en- 
closed so  as  to  live  in  is  valued  at  $30.00. 
After  which  W.  A.  Young  and  Volney 
Knight  was  chosen  as  a  committee  to  draft 
a  code  of  laws,  and  report  the  same  at  the 
next  meeting. 

After  which  the  club  adjourned  to  meet 
at  Maj.  Williams'  store  on  Monday,  24th 
day  of  July  at  7  o'clock  P.  M. 

W.  A.  Young,  Sec'y... 


Fort  Dodge,  22d  July,  1854. 
Club  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  and 
the  committee  reported  the  following  reso- 
lutions, which  on  motion  were  adopted  af- 
ter which  the  club  adjourned  to  meet  on 
Wednesday  evening,  2nd  August  at  7 
o'clock. 

W.  A.  Young,  SeSy. . . 


Fort  Dodge,  2nd  August,  18(54. 
Club  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  and 
all  present  signed  the  By-laws,  after  which 
the*  club  adjourned    to  meet    Sept.  2  at  7 
o'clock  P.  M. 

W.  A.  Young,  Sec'y... 
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Fort  Dodge,  22d  July,  1854. 

Whereas  the  land  in  this  vicinity  is  not 
in  market  and  may  not  be  soon,  We,  the 
undersigned,  claimants,  deem  it  necessary,  in 
order  to  secure  our  lands  to  form  ourselves 
into  a  club  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  each 
other  in  holding  claims,  do  hereby  form  and 
adopt  the  following  by-laws: 

Resolved  1st.  That  every  person  who  is 
an  actual  claimant  is  entitled  to  hold  320 
Acres  of  land  until  such  time  as  it  comes  into 
market. 

Resolved  2nd.  That  any  person  who 
lives  on  their  claim,  or  is  continually  improv- 
ing the  same,  is  an  Actual  Claimant. 

Resolved  3rd.  That  stakeing  out  a  claim 
and  entering  the  same  on  our  Claim  Book 
shall  hold  for  one  month. 

Resolved  4th.  That  $10.00  monthly  in 
improvements  shall  hold  a  claim  thereafter. 

Resolved  5th.  That  no  man's  claim  is 
valid  unless  he  is  an  actual  settler  here,  or, 
has  a  family  and  has  gone  after  them,  in 
which  case  he  can  have  one  month  to  go  and 
back. 

Resolved  6th.  That  any  person  not  liv- 
ing up  to  the  requirements  of  these  laws 
shall  forfeit  their  claim,  and,  any  Actual 


Settler  who  has  no  claim  may  settle  on  the 
same. 

Resolver  7th.  That  any  person  going  011 
another's  claim  that  is  valid,  shall  be  visit- 
ed by  a  committee  of  three  from  our  Club 
and  informed  of  the  facts,  and  if  such  person 
persist  in  their  pursuits  regardless  of  the 
committee  or  claimant,  they  shall  be  put  off 
the  claim  by  this  Club. 

Resolved  8th.  That  the  boundaries  of 
these  laws  shall  be  12  miles  each  way  from 
this  place. 

Resolved  9th.  That  this  Club  shall  hold 
its  meetings  at  least  once  in  each  month. 

Resolved  10th.  That  the  officers  of  this 
Club  shall  consist  of  a  Chairman  and  Secre- 
tary. 

Resolved  nth.  That  the  duty  of  the 
Chairman  is  to  call  to  order,  put  all  ques- 
tions, give  the  casting  vote  when  there  is  a 
tie,  &c,  &c. 

Resolved  12th.  That  the  duty  of  the  sec- 
retary is  to  keep  the  minutes  of  the  meetings 
and  read  the  same  at  the  opening  of  each 
meeting  and  have  the  book  and  papers  in  his 
charge. 

Resolved  131I1.  That  any  or  all  of  the 
by-laws  may  be  altered  or  abolished  by  a 
majority  vote  at  a  regular  meeting. 


THE  FOUNDING  OF  THE  TERITOR1AL  CAPITAL. 


Iowa  City,  the  permanent  Capital  of  the 
Territory,  liar,  a  significant  history.  Father- 
ed by  the  Territory  and  located  in  a  frontier 
wilderness  upon  unsurveyed  lands,  this  town, 
unlike  any  other  town  in  Iowa,  was  a  special 
creation.  In  point  of  origin  it  resembles 
more  the  Roman  provincial  town  than  the 
ordinary  American  city.  For  fourteen  years 
it  was  without  corporate  organization,  and 
during  this  period  it  was  subject  directly 
to  territorial  and  state  legislation.  Iowa 
City  is  pre-eminently  the  historical  capital 
of  Iowa. 

INTRODUCTION. 

Its  location  on  the  frontier  called  into  ex- 
istence the  most  powerful  claim  association 
ever  organized  in  Iowa.  Here  assembled  the 
men  who  first  formulated  into  constitutional 
and  statutory  provisions  the  fundamental 
principles  of  Iowa  law  and  jurisprudence. 


It  was  the  objective  point  of  the  first  rail- 
road agitation  west  of  the  Missisippi  River. 
And  later  on  it  became  the  seat  of  higher 
education. 

Located  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Iowa 
River,  Iowa  City  is  about  sixty  miles  di- 
rectly west  of  the  Mississippi,  one-half  that 
distance  from  Muscatine,  eighty-six  miles 
from  Dubuque,  eighty  miles  east  of  the 
Raccoon  fork  of  the  Des  Moines  River,  sev- 
enty-five miles  from  Burlington,  and  eighty 
three  miles  north  of  the  Missouri  State  boun- 
dary line.  Near  the  geographical  center  of 
Johnson  County,  its  latitude  is  40  degrees 
38  seconds  north,  and  its  longitude  90  de- 
gress, 30  seconds  west. 

PRELIMINARY    LEGISLATION. 

As  to  origin  and  causes  of  growth,  Iowa 
City  differed  widely  from  the  ordinary  town. 
Usually  a  town  is  simply  the  expansion  of  a 
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small  community — a  country  village  enlarg- 
ed. Sometimes  it  centers  about  a  mine,  or 
clings  to  some  great  river  course.  It  flour- 
ishes at  the  junction  or  terminus  of  large 
railway  systems.  It  springs  up  where  fields 
are  fertile  and  harvests  abundant.  And  fa- 
vorable commercial  points  are  never  long 
without  the  shop,  the  store  and  the  office. 
In  all  cases  the  ordinary  town  has  a  natural 
unplanned  origin,  and  grows  by  reason  of 
the  superior  advantages  of  its  location.  With 
Iowa  City,  however,  it  is  all  different.  This 
town  was  not  simply  the  expansion  of  a 
group  of  country  dwelling  houses.  Without 
mines,  it  had  over  one  thousand  inhabit- 
ants before  railroads  had  reached  Chicago. 
Before  the  sod  of  the  surrounding  country 
had  been  turned,  Iowa  City  was,  with  the 
exception  of  Dubuque  and  Burlington,  the 
most  prominent  town  in  Iowa.  In  short, 
Iowa  City  was  deliberately  planned  and  cre- 
ated by  the  Territory  of  Iowa  to  afford  a 
location  for  the  permanent  seat  of  govern- 
ment of  the  Territory.  Having  grasped 
this  fact  we  have  the  key  to  the  origin, 
growth  and  character  of  the  town. 

The  founding  act  of  Iowa  City,  "An  act 
to  locate  the  Seat  of  Government  of  the,  Ter- 
ritory of  Iowa,  and  for  other  purposes," 
passed  at  the  first  session  of  the  First  Legis- 
lative Assembly  of  the  Territory  of  Iowa, 
was  approved  January  21st,  1839.  This  act 
provides  that  the  Legislative  Assembly  shall 
meet  at  Burlington  until,  by  proclamation  of 
the  Governor,  the  public  buildings  at  the 
permanent  seat  of  government  shall  be  de- 
clared ready  for  its  reception;  that  three 
commissioners,  consisting  of  one  person 
from  each  judicial  district  of  the  Territory, 
shall  be  appointed  by  joint  ballot  of  the 
Council  and  House  of  Representatives,  to 
locate  and  establish  a  permanent  seat  of  gov- 
ernment; that  said  commissioners,  or  a  ma- 
jority of  them,  shall,  on  the  1st  day  of  May, 
meet  at  the  town  of  Napoleon  and  proceed 
to  locate  the  seat  of  government  at  the  most 
eligible  point  within  the  limits  of  Johnson 
County;  that  they  shall  agree  upon  a  plan 
and  issue  proposals  for  the  erection  of  the 
necessary  public  buildings;  that  they  shall 
agree  upon  one  of  their  number  to  be  "Act- 
ing Commissioner,"  whose  duty  it  shall  be 
to  superintend  daily  in  person  the  rearing 
and  finishing  of  said  buildings;  that  they 


shall  employ  one  or  more  competent  survey- 
ors and  all  other  hands  necessary  and  shall 
have  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land 
laid  out  in  lots,  out-lots,  streets,  squares,  and 
alleys  at  the  place  where  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment is  located,  if  practicable;  and  that  they 
shall  have  the  town  platted. 

"An  Act  supplementary  to  'An  Act  to  lo- 
cate the  Seat  of  Government  of  the  Territory 
of  Iowa,  and  for  other  purposes,"  provides 
further,  that  so  soon  as  the  place  shall  be 
selected,  and  the  consent  of  the  United 
States  obtained,  the  commissioners  shall 
proceed  to  lay  out  a  town  to  be  called  "Iowa 
City";  that,  after  a  plat  of  the  town  shall 
have  been  recorded,  the  Governor  shall  di- 
rect a  sale  of  lots  to  be  held  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  commissioners,  the  proceeds  of 
which  shall  go  into  the  Territorial  Treasury, 
to  be  expended  as  may  be  directed  by  law; 
that  the  acting  commissioner  shall  give 
bond  to  the  United  States  in  the  penal  sum 
of  forty  thousand  dollars  for  faithful  per- 
formance of  duty;  that  the  Governor  shall 
apply  to  Congress  for  a  donation  of,  or  a 
pre-emption  to,  four  sections  of  land  on 
which  to  locate  the  Seat  of  Government  of 
the  Territory  of  Iowa;  and  Chauncey  Swan, 
John  Ronalds  and  Robert  Ralston  shall  act 
as  commissioners  to  locate  the  seat  of  gov- 
ernment and  superintend  the  erection  of 
public  buildings. 

In  accordance  with  the  fourth  section  of 
the  act  supplementary  to  the  act  locating  the 
seat  of  government  of  the  Territory  of  Iowa, 
and  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  a  joint  res- 
olution of  the  Council  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, Congress  was  asked  to  donate  "at 
least  four  sections  on  which  to  locate  the  seat 
of  government  of  the  Territory  of  Iowa." 
Congress  took  action  on  the  matter  by  pass- 
ing "An  Act  making  a  donation  of  land  to 
the  Territory  of  Iowa,  for  the  purpose  of 
erecting  public  buildings  thereon."  This 
act  was  approved  March  3rd,  1839.  It  di- 
rected that  only  one  section — inste  ad  of  four 
— be  selected ;  which  section  must  be  on  sup- 
veyed  lands.  Furthermore,  the  second  sec- 
tion of  this  act  provides,  "That  if,  at  the  time 
of  the  selection  of  land  to  be  made  as  afore- 
said, the  contiguous  sections  thereto  have 
not  been  made  subject  to  public  sale,  or  being 
so  subject  have  not  been  sold  at  public  sale 
or  by  private  entry,  then  each  and  every  sec- 
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tion  contiguous  to  said  selected  section,  and 
not  so  sold,  shall  be  thereafter  reserved  and 
witheld  from  sale  in  any  manner,  until  the 
further  order  of  Congress  thereon."  This 
provision  was  not  repealed  until  August, 
1842. 

SELECTING  THE  SITE. 

It  now  remained  for  the  territorial  com- 
missioners to  select  the  site.  The  morning 
of  May  1st,  1839,  found  a  small  group  of 
somewhat  roughly  clad  pioneer  settlers  col* 
lected  at  Napoleon  to  await  the  arrival  of 
the  commissioners.  For  over  three  months 
the  sturdy  farmers  had  been  looking  for- 
ward to  the  coming  of  the  commissioners 
with  intense  interest  and  delight.  But  on 
this  particular  morning  they  carried  a  look 
which  betrayed  anxiety.  Each  man  desired 
that  the  location  be  made  near  his  own  claim, 
yet  at  the  same  time  he  was  fearful  lest  it 
should  include  his  land  and  improvemnts. 
For,  they  all  well  knew  that  they  had,  to  the 
land  they  occupied,  no  rights  which  the 
United  States  or  the  Territory  of  Iowa  were 
bound  to  respect.  But  as  the  day  advanced 
this  anxiety  took  ;»r  unexpected  turn. 

Burlington  and  the  counties  in  the  south- 
eastern part  of  the  Territory  were  bitterly 
opposed  to  locating  the  seat  of  government 
in  Johnson  County.  And  it  was  thought 
that  an  attempt  had  been  made  to  prevent  a 
majority  of  the  commissioners  from  meet- 
ing on  the  rst  day  of  May,  as  directed  by  law. 
The  only  commissioner  on  the  grounds  on 
the  morning  of  May  1st,  was  Chauncey 
Swan,  of  Dubuque  County.  As  noonday 
approached,  and  no  other  commissioner  ap- 
peared, the  crowd  began  to  suspect  fraud. 
There  was  now  excitement  and  alarm  lest 
the  entire  county  should  be  cheated  out  of 
the  prized  location. 

It  is  said  that  about  noon  the  excitement 
became  intense,  when  Chauncey  Swan 
mounted  a  dry  goods  box  and  made  a  short 
speech  to  the  agitated  crowd,  presenting 
the  situation  as  follows:  The  legislative 
Assembly  had  directed  the  locating  com- 
missioners to  meet  at  Napoleon  on  the 
first  day  of  May.  Should  a  majority 
(  f  them  fail  to  meet  on  that  day,  their 
actions  would  be  nii.i  and  void.  Chaun- 
cey   Swan    the  1    railed    for    a    volunteer 


who  would  undertake  to  bring  another  com- 
missioner before  midnight.  This  certainly 
seemed  like  a  hopeless  undertaking;  for 
John  Ronalds,  of  Louisa  County,  the  near- 
est commissioner,  resided  thirty-five  miles 
from  Napoleon.  It  would  therefore  require 
a  ride  of  seventy  miles  in  twelve  hours,  in- 
cluding all  stoppages  and  ferrying  the  Ce- 
dar River,  both  going  and  coming.  But  a 
young  lad  named  Philip  Clark  stepped  bold- 
ly out  and  volunteered  his  services. 

Henry  Felkner,  who  was  among  the  anx- 
ious crowd  at  Napoleon  on  that  memorable 
May  day,  continues  the  narrative  as  fol- 
lows: "Of  course  there  was  much  anxiety 
lest  the  effort  should  prove  a  failure.  Fears 
were  entertained  that  (John)  Ronalds 
might  not  be  at  home,  or  not  disposed  to 
come,  or  that  he  could  not  reach  the  place 
in  time.  But  these  were  all  idle  fears,  for 
as  soon  as  (Philip)  Clark  told  him  the  sir 
utaion  he  got  ready  at  once  and  they  started 
with  the  determintaion  to  reach  their  des- 
tination in  time.  While  they  were  going 
at  their  best  speed  the  watchers  at  Napoleon 
had  their  doubts  and  their  fears,  and  as  it 
began  to  draw  on  toward  midnight,  and  no 
tidings,  their  fears  began  to  give  way  to 
despair.  (Chauncey)  Swan  often  consult- 
ed his  watch  and  then  would  send  some  one 
out  to  listen.  But  no  sound  could  be  heard. 
This  was  repeated  frequently,  until  at  last 
the  sound  of  horses'  hoofs  were  heard  in  the 
distance,  approaching  rapidly.  They  did  not 
slack  up  till  they  had  arrived  at  the  place  of 
meeting.  And  when  the  riders  dismounted 
and  went  in,  (Chauncey)  Swan  again  con- 
sulted his  watch  and  found  that  it  was  just 
five  minutes  to  12  o'clock."  Robert  Walk- 
er, a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  was  on  hand  to 
administer  the  oath,  which  was  signed  by 
the  commissioners  and  the  date  "May  1st, 
1839."  thereunto  affixed.  It  has,  however, 
been  shrewdly  intimated  by  one  who  was 
present,  that  perhaps  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Swan's  watch  were  turned  back  that  night; 
"for  it  was  noticed  that  from  midnight 
to  sunrise  were  the  shortest  six  hours  on 
record."  It  is  not  improbable  that  Mr. 
Swan  did  either  stop  his  watch  or  turn  back 
it^  hands;  for  it  U  difficult  to  understand 
how  a  man  on  hor^ehack  could  travel  sev- 
enty miles  in  twelve  hours  over  such  roads 
as  existed  in  the  Territory  at  that  time. 
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On  the  morning  of  May  2d  the  two  com- 
missioners, Chauncey  Swan  and  John  Ron- 
alds, "proceded  to  examine  the  County  of 
Johnson  with  a  view  to  select  the  most  elig- 
ible point  for  said  location."  They  did 
some  preliminary  surveying.  The  location 
was  finally  made  on  Section  Ten,  Town- 
ship Seventy-nine  North,  Range  Six  West 
of  the  Fifth  Principal  Meridian,  on  the  4th 
day  of  May,  one  thousand,  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-nine.  The  site  was  indicated  by 
a  post  or  slab,  driven  in  the  ground  about 
where  the  old  capitol  building  now  stands, 
bearing  the  following  inscription : 


Sketch  of  First  Stao  Marking  Seat  of  uovernment 
in  Iowa  City.  Pen  and  ink  sketch  by  Bertha 
Horack  Shambaugh, 

Robert  Ralston,  of  Des  Moines  County, 
the  commissioner  who  did  not  appear  at  the 
meeting  on  the  1st  of  May,  arrived  at  Na- 
poleon on  the  6th  day  of  May  and  agreed 
t<  the  proceedings  of  the  majority  of  the 
conitn-ssioners.  On  the  7th  day  of  May 
Chauncey  Swan  was  appointed  by  the  board 
"Acting  Commissioner"  to  superintend  in 
person  tVe  affairs  in  connection  with  the 
seat  of  government. 

The  commissioners  after  making  the  loca- 
tion on  the  4th  day  of  May  agreeable  to  the 
laws  of  the  Territory,  found  that  by  the  act 
of  Congress  of  March  3,  1839,  the  location 
was  to  be  made  on  "surveyed  lands." 
Thereupon  the  commissioners  unanimously 
rgreed  to  send  a  memorial  to  the  Pres'dent 
of  the  United  States,  respectfully  request- 
4 


ing  a  special  survey  of  two  townships  in 
Johnson  County,  embracing  the  seat  of  gov- 
ernment. The  object  of  this  was  to  make 
the  location  as  pertect  as  posible  under  the 
act  of  Congres,  as  well  as  that  of  the  Terri* 
tory.  Accompanying  the  memorial,  which 
was  forwarded  by  Chauncey  Swan  from  Du- 
buque, was  a  request  from  the  Surveyor  Gen- 
eral's office  at  Dubuque  calling  for  the  sur- 
vey of  twelve  other  townships,  in  addition 
to  the  two  townships  above  mentioned.  The 
commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  at 
Washington  immediately  ordered  the  survey 
of  the  two  townships  as  requested  by  the 
commissioners  in  their  memorial. 

It  was  further  provided  by  the  act  of 
March  3rd,  1839,  that  notice  of  the  selection 
shall,  within  one  year  from  the  passing  of 
the  act,  be  officially  returned  to  the  Register 
of  the  Land  Office  in  the  district  in  which 
the  land  is  situated.  This  provision  was 
complied  with  in  October,  1839.  At  the 
second  sale  of  lots  in  Iowa  City,  which 
took  place  early  in  October,  John  Ronalds 
and  Chauncey  Swan,  commissioners,  "did 
then  and  there  give  notice  to  the  Register 
of  the  Land  Office  at  Dubuque,  that  the 
seat  of  government  of  Iowa  Territory  was 
located  on  Section  ten,  Township  seventy- 
nine  north,  and  Range  six  west  of  the  fifth 
principal  meridian." 

THE  JOURNAL  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS. 

But  the  most  eloquent  account  of  the  lo- 
cation of  the  historic  Capital  of  Iowa  is  the 
journal  of  the  locating  commissioners. 
This  journal  has  recently  been  discovered 
among  the  archives  in  the  office  of  the  Au- 
ditor of  State,  and  is  now  printed  for  the 
first  time: 

JOURNAL 

Of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Commissioners 
to  Locate  the  Seat  of  Government. 

May  1st,  1839.  Chauncey  Swan,  one  of 
the  Commissioners  appointed  under  the 
act  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Iowa 
entitled  "An  Act  to  locate  the  Seat  of 
Government,  and  for  other  purposes," 
met  at  the  town  of  Napoleon,  in  the 
County  of  Johnson,  this  day  at  nine 
o'clock  A.  M.    A  quorum  not  being  pres- 
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ent,  other  Commissioners  were  sent  for. 
Eleven  o'clock  P.  M.  John  Ronalds,  an- 
other one  of  the  Commissioners,  appear- 
ed and  was  qualified,  after  which  the  board 
adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  10 
o'clock. 
May  2nd.  The  board  met  pursuant  to  ad- 
journment, appointed  John  Frierson 
clerk  to  the  board  and  adjourned  to  meet 
at  the  house  of  Wheaton  Chase  at  12 
o'clock.  Met  pursuant  to  adjournment 
and  went  to  examine  the  country  on  the 
Iowa  River  above  Napoleon.  Adjourn- 
ed at  6  o'clock  to  meet  to-morrow  at  10 
o'clock. 
May  3rd.  Met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Went  to  examine  quarry  supposed  to 
contain  marble  and  survey  the  lines  to 
ascertain  the  section  on  which  it  was 
found.  Selected  the  spot,  ascertained  to 
be  on  Section  10,  Township  79  North, 
Range  6  West  of  the  5  principal  me- 
ridian. Adjourned  to  met  at  the  house 
of  Saml.  H.  McCrory  to-morrow  morn- 
ing at  10  o'clock. 
May  4th.  The  board  met  pursuant  to  ad- 
journment and  consumed  the  day  in 
drawing  plans  for  the  Capital  and  placing 
a  stake  in  the  center  of  the  proposed  site, 
and  then  adjourned  at  6  o'clock  to  meet 
at  the  house  of  Wheaton  Chase  on  Mon* 
day  at  10  o'clock. 
May  6th.  The  board  met  pursuant  to  ad- 
journment this  day  at  10  o'clock.  Rob- 
ert Ralston.  Commissioner  from  the  First 
Judicial  District,  appeared,  took  the  oath 
prescribed  by  law,  and  entered  on  the  dis- 
charge of  his  official  duties,  at  the  board. 
The  proceedings  of  the  majority  of  the 
commissioners  were  exhibited  and  fully 
explained  to  Mr.  Ralston,  all  of  which 
he  approved- 
May  7.  Chauncey  Swan,  Commissioner 
from  the  Third  Judicial  District,  was  ap- 
pointed Acting  Commissioner,  and  re- 
ceived his  certificate  agreeably  to  law. 
The  board  adjourned  to  meet  at  Iowa  City 
at  such  time  as  they  may  be  called  to- 
gether by  the  Acting  Commissioner. 

John  Ronalds,  . . 
C.  Swan* 
Robert  Ralston 

♦The  name  of  C.    Swan   is  marked  out   in   the 
original. 


June  27.  Two  of  the  Commissioners,  viz., 
C.  Swan  and  John  Ronalds,  met  at  the 
house  of  John  Ronalds  and  ordered  that 
Thomas  Cox  and  John  Frierson  be  em- 
ployed to  survey  the  town  and  L.  Judson 
to  draw  the  necessary  plats.* 
C.  Swan, 
John  Ronalds 

♦This  minute  of  June  27  is  crossed  out  on  the 
original. 

Aug.  22.  Ordered  that  from  this  date  to 
the  time  of  the  next  sale  the  Acting  Com- 
missioner shall  employ  hands  and  open 
the  marble  quarry  and  perform  any  other 
necessary  work  about  the  location  which 
he  may  deem  expedient. 

John   Ronalds, 
C.  Swan, 
Nov.  15th,  1839.  Ordered  that  Thomas  Cox 
receive  two  hundred  dollars  in  addition  to 
what  he  has  received  for  surveying  Iowa 
City. 

C.  Swan, 
Robert   Ralston, 
Commissioners. 

THE  SITE. 

Judging  from  the  present  appearance  of 
Iowa  City,  with  its  seven  thousand  inhabit* 
ants,  its  University,  its  houses  and  graded 
lots,  its  semi-graded  streets  and  its  door- 
yard  trees  and  bushes,  it  would  be  impos- 
sible to  form  anything  like  a  realistic  con- 
ception of  the  town  site  as  it  presented  itself 
to   the    territorial    commissioners   in    May, 

1839. 

As  early  as  October,  1837,  a  claim  was 
made  to  a  part  of  the  site  by  a  pioneer  farm- 
er. But  up  to  the  time  of  the  meeting  of 
the  commissioners,  little  or  nothing  had 
been  done  in  the  way  of  preparing  the  ground 
for  cultivation.  The  whole  site,  therefore, 
was  practically  in  its  wild  and  natural  state. 
It  was  a  wilderness,  in  which  the  Indian 
campfire  had  scarcely  gone  out.  Poweshiek, 
with  over  a  thousand  red  men,  camped  but  a 
few  miles  to  the  south.  Few  white  men 
had  settled  farther  west. 

Originally  the  topography  of  the  town 
site  was  unique — reminding  the  tourist  of 
the  city  of  St.  Omer  in  France.  Lying 
fifty  feet  above  the  water  level  of  the  Iowa 
River,  the  land  was  beautifully  carved  into 
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the  form  of  a  vast  amphitheater.  On  the 
west  there  was  an  eminence  running  paral- 
lel with  the  river  and  covered  with  large 
white  oaks.  From  this  eminence  the  land 
descended  from  five  to  seven  degrees  to  the 
eastward.  On  the  northwest  a  high  bluff, 
shaded  by  oak  and  hickory  trees,  overlooked 
the  river  to  the  west  and  sloped  gradually 
down  to  the  south  and  east.  To  the  north, 
northeast,  and  less  prominently  eastward, 
was  a  range  of  hills  covered  with  hazel 
shrubbery  and  scattered  growths  of  oak, 
while  on  the  south  there  was  a  plain  fol- 
lowed by  a  receding  eminence  crowned 
with  heavy  timber.  The  basin  of  this  nat- 
ural amphitheater,  which,  in  some  places, 
was  spongy  enough  to  mire  a  horse,  was 
drained  by  a  small  stream  known  as  "Pal- 
ston  Creek." 

A  Burlington  newspaper  of  that  day  says : 
"The  most  vivid  imagination  can  scarcely 
picture  to  itself  so  captivating  a  spot,  situ- 
ated in  the  midst  of  all  that  wild  rural 
scenery,  which  can  tend  to  embellish  and 
render  it  desirable.  The  river  first  ap- 
proaches the  town  from  the  north,  through 
rocky  banks  of  moderate  height,  covered 
with  a  thick  grove  of  stately  trees,  and  then 
runs  to  the  south,  and  flows  off  between 
unequal  banks  scattered  over  with  venerable 
oaks.  Opposite  the  city,  on  the  west  side 
of  the  river,  the  banks  are  abrupt  and  bold, 
and  rise  from  the  water's  edge  about  fifty 
feet  above  its  surface  to  the  level  of  a  smooth 
prairie,  which  approaches  the  bank  of  the 
river  at  this  place,  and  then  sweeps  off  west- 
ward in  beautiful  undulations  of  hill  and 
dale."  These  banks  of  the  Iowa  River 
contained  an  inexhaustible  store  of  good 
building  rock. 

Added  to  the  resources  of  the  earth  was 
an  abundance  of  timber.  The  large  grove 
near  the  site  was  described  in  these  words : 
"Big  Grove,  which  is  situated  between  the 
Iowa  and  Cedar  Rivers,  has  been  pronounced 
to  be  one  of  the  largest  and  best  bodies  of 
timber  in  the  Territory,  being  about  twenty 
miles  in  length,  with  an  average  width  of 
six  or  seven  miles."  As  for  building  ma- 
terial, the  town  could  not  have  been  more 
fovorably  located.  The  surrounding  coun- 
try was  a  variation  of  hill,  prairie  and  for- 
est. « 


SURVEYING  THE  TOWN. 

Nearly  two  months  after  the  locating  of 
Iowa  City,  the  town  survey  was  begun.  "On 
the  twenty-seventh  day  of  June,  A.  D.,  1839, 
it  was  ordered  by  the  board  of  locating  com- 
missioners, that  Thomas  Cox  and  John 
Frierson  should  be  employed  to  survey  Iowa 
City,  and  L.  Judson  to  draw  the  necessary 
plats."  In  company  with  these  men  and 
the  necessary  hands,  Chauncey  Swan,  the 
acting  commissioner,  returned  to  Iowa  City 
in  the  latter  part  of  June,  and  on  the  1st  day 
of  July  began  the  work  of  laying  out  the 
town  into  streets,  alleys,  squares,  blocks 
and  lots. 

The  surveys  were  well  under  way  when 
all  work  was  suspended  in  honor  of  a  public 
celebration.  It  was  the  Fourth  of  July, 
1839.  The  settlers  of  the  neighborhood  in 
conjunction  with  the  town  surveyors  had 
planned  what  they  were  pleased  to  call  "a 
good  old-fashioned  celebration,"  to  be  held 
on  the  site  of  the  future  capitol.  A  tall 
young  oak  tree,  which  stood  on  the  spot 
now  occupied  by  the  old  capitol  building, 
was  stripped  of  its  branches  and  to  its  top 
the  national  flag  was  attached.  Here  tor 
the  first  time  the  stars  and  stripes  were  un- 
furled to  wave  over  the  frontier  capital. 
The  day  was  a  pleasant  one.  Pioneer  set- 
tlers for  miles  around  came  together  to  en- 
joy this  first  crude  social  event.  Many  of 
them  shook  hands  on  this  occasion  for  the 
first  time.  The  regular  dinner  was  prepared 
at  an  Indian  trading  house  about  four  miles 
down  the  Iowa  River  and  brought  to  the 
celebration  in  a  lumber  wagon.  Added  to 
this  regularly  prepared  meal,  were  the  bask- 
ets of  provisions  brought  by  the  settlers.  At 
the  proper  time  this  "picnic  dinner"  was 
served  on  wagon  boxes,  lifted  from  the 
very  wagons  which  had  brought  the  settlers 
and  their  families  "to  town."  After  dinner 
toasts  were  offered  and  responded  to.  The 
Declaration  of  Independence  was  read. 
John  Frierson  delivered  the  oration  of  the 
day.  While  delivering  this  oration  the 
speaker  stood  in  a  wagon  which  had  been 
drawn  into  the  shade  to  serve  as  a  platform. 

After  the  celebration  "the  work  of  sur- 
veying the  town  was  pushed  forward  ener- 
getically.    The    ground     for    the    capitol 
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•square  was  selected  first,  the  southeast  cor- 
ner being  established  as  the  initial  starting 
jjoint  From  that  point  the  west  line  of 
Clinton  street  was  run  north  and  south,  and 
established  as  a  meridian  line.  The  survey 
was  extended  eastwardly  without  ever  hav- 
ir.g  definite  base  line  established.  The  lines 
\  e-c  run  with  an  ordinary  surveyor's  com- 
pac?,  and  measured  with  a  pole  twenty  feet 
long,  made  of  two  strips  cut  from  a  board 
and  nailed  together.  It  was  graduated  to 
feet  and  inches  by  a  carpenter's  square,  and 
afterwards  each  end  was  bound  with  a  hoop 
of  iron;  and  in  measuring,  tally  pins  about 
one-eighth  of  an  inch  in  diameter  were 
used,  which  added  about  three-sixteenths  of 
an  inch  to  every  twenty  feet. 

On  July  27,  28  and  29,  five  men,  John 
Miller,  Pat.  Fitzpatrick,  Mich.  Duffy,  Mich. 
McCarthy  and   Pat.  Folly,  were  employed 


in  prospecting  for  a  quarry  on  the  Iowa 
River. 

The  special  survey  of  township  seventy- 
nine,  ordered  by  the  commissioner  of  the 
General  L  and  Office  at  Washington,  was  so 
far  completed  before  the  survey  of  the 
town  was  finished,  that  the  bounds  of  the 
town  were  closed  or.  the  government  lines 
as  established  by  the  surveyor  appointed  to 
survey  the  said  township.  At  the  southeast 
corner  of  the  section  a  monument  of  rougti 
grey  limestone  was  erected  as  a  permanent 
landmark.  It  still  stands  on  Summit  street, 
a  novel  relic  of  the  founding  of  Iowa  City. 
Covered  with  the  marks  of  an  advrtising 
dry  goods  merchant  it  certainly  reflects  dis- 
credit upon  the  art  sense  of  the  present 
residents  of  Iowa  City,  who  are  content  to 
allow  such  ruthless  defacing  of  historical 
landmarks.  There  are  two  inscriptions  on 
this  historic  monument. 

The  inscription  on  the  side  facing  the  east 
reads: 

M.     VANBUREN 

President  of  the  U.  S. 
and 
R.  LUCAS 
Gov.  of  the  Territory. 

The  inscription  on  the  side  facing  the 
west  reads: 

IOWA  CITY 

The  Capital  of 

Iowa  Territory 

as  situated  on 

Section  No.  10. 

Township  79  X.  R. 

6  \Y  of  the  5th  Pr  M 

located 

May  4th    1839 

by  Messrs 

Chauncey  Swan 

John  Ronalds 

and 

Robert   Ralston 

Commrs  &  Surveyed 

By  Messrs 

Cox  Frierson  &  Judson 

under  the  direction  of 

C.  Swan  Actg  Com 

"It   required   two  thousand   stakes  to  be 

Old  Corner  Stone  Monument  on  Summit  street,  Iowa       "*ed  °"  the  location  and  something  like  fifty 

Cit/— Southwest  Corntr  Section  Ten.  hewed   posts   from  six  inches  to  one  foot 
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square,  and  from  six  to  nine  feet  long  for 
the  corners  of  the  town  plat,  the  public 
square  and  reservations.  For  boarding  the 
surveyors  and  hands  employed  I  paid  at  the 
rate  of  four  dollars  per  week.  1  he  amount 
paid  for  surveying,  including  all  the  ex- 
pense of  surveyor's  hands,  teams,  setting  of 
posts,  and  the  necessary  plats  of  the  city  is 
$i, 476.99/'     (Swan.) 

THE  TOWN  PLAT. 

L*  Judson's  plan  of  Iowa  City,  as  drawn 
by  him  in  1839,  and  laid  out  by  the  survey- 
ors, was  appropriate  for  a  capital  city.  The 
streets  were  run  directly  east  and  west,  and 
north  and  south.  A  square  of  about  twelve 
acres  was  laid  out  on  the  eminence  near  the 
west  boundary  of  the  town.  This  square 
commanded  a  view  of  the  Iowa  River  on  the 
west,  and  nearly  the  whole  of  the  town  on 
the  east.  It  was  designated  "Capitol 
Square,"  being  especially  reserved  as  a  site 
for  the  public  buildings.  The  block  upon 
which  the  Chemical  Laboratory  of  the  State 
University  now  stands  was  to  be  the  city 
"park."  On  the  extreme  eastern  boundary 
of  the  section  an  out-lot,  west  of  Governor 
street  and  lying  between  the  Avenue  and 
Washington  street,  was  reserved  as  "Gov- 
ernor's square."  The  present  College  Hill 
park  was  designated  on  the  map  as  "College 
Careen."  Three  squares,  each  equal  to  the 
ordinary  block,  were  reserved  in  different 
parts  of  the  town  as  markets.  "North 
Market"  included  the  southeast  quarter  of 
block  thirty-five,  the  southwest  quarter  of 
block  thirty,  the  northwest  quarter  of  block 
twenty-nine  and  the  northeast  quarter  of 
I  lock  thirty-six.  "Center  Market"  was  the 
block  now  occupied  by  the  city  Grammar 
and  High  schools.  "South  Market"  includ- 
ed the  block  upon  which  the  B.  C.  R.  &  N. 
R.  R.  depot  now  stands.  The  west  half  of 
block  sixty  was  reserved  for  school  purposes. 
Four  reservations  were  made  for  churches. 
These  reservations  were  located  as  follows: 
The  south  half  of  block  fifty-one  on  Church 
street,  between  Gilbert  and  Van  Buren 
streets;  the  south  half  of  block  thirteen  on 
Church  street,  between  Dodge  and  Lucas 
-treets:  the  south  half  of  block  sixty-seven 
on  Jefferson  street,  between  Dubuque  and 
Linn  streets;  and  the  north  half  of  block 


sixty-six  on  the  Avenue,  between  Dubuque 
and  Linn  streets.  The  ground  next  to  the 
Iowa  River,  being  reserved  for  public  pur- 
poses, was  designated  as  the  "Promenade." 
A  narrow  strip  of  ground  bordering  on  the 
river,  and  lying  between  Market  and  Daven* 
port  streets,  was  marked  "Lumber  Yard." 
Ihe  south  half  of  block  twenty  was  desig- 
nated on  the  plat,  "Mineral  Springs."  It 
was  supposed  that  valuable  mineral  springs 
were  located  at  this  point. 

According  to  the  original  plat  there  were 
twenty-three  streets,  one  avenue  and  one 
promenade.  The  names  of  the  streets  run- 
ning east  and  west  were:  (beginning  on  the 
north)  Brown,  Ronalds,  Church,  faircluid, 
Davenport,  Bloomington,  %  Market,  Jeffer- 
son, Iowa  avenue,  Washington,  College 
and  Burlington.  The  names  of  those  run- 
ning north  and  south  were:  (beginning  on 
the  east)  Governor,  Lucas,  Dodge,  John- 
son, Van  Buren,  Gilbert,  Linn,  Dubuque, 
Clinton,  Capitol,  Madison  and  Front. 

Iowa  avenue  was  one  hundred  and  twenty 
feet  wide;  Washington,  Jefferson,  Clinton, 
Capitol  and  Madison  streets  were  each  one 
hundred  feet,  and  all  others  were  eighty 
feet.  The  alleys  were  twenty  feet.  The 
national  road  ran  on  a  line  with  the  Avenue 
directly  west  across  the  river.  One  hundred 
blocks,  seven  hundred  and  sixty-four  lots, 
and  thirty-one  out-lots  are  marked  on  the 
plat.  The  blocks  as  laid  off  were  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  feet  square,  and  the  regu- 
lar lots  eighty  by  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet. 
Beginning  with  the  monument  at  the  south- 
east corner,  there  was  a  row  of  out-lots 
laid  out  along  the  east  boundary  of  the  sec- 
tion. There  were  also  similar  rows  of  out- 
lots  along  the  north  and  south  boundaries. 

THE  FIRST   INHABITANTS. 

When  the  acting  commissioner,  Chaun- 
cey  Swan  returned  from  Dubuque  in  the 
latter  part  of  June,  1839,  to  direct  the  sur- 
veys of  Iowa  City,  there  seem  to  have  been 
at  least  three  dwelling  houses  on  the  site. 
These  were  plain,  ordinary  claim  cabins, 
built  of  logs.  One  was  located  on  the  site 
of  the  present  residence  of  Mrs.  Sarah  A. 
Myers,  on  Clinton  street,  in  block  21,  and 
was  occupied  by  Matthew  Teneick  and  fam- 
ily.    Here  the  acting  commissioner  had  his 
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headquarters  while  conducting  the  surveys. 
The  other  two  cabins  were  situated  near 
what  afterwards  became  the  corner  of 
Brown  and  Gilbert  streets.  These  two 
cabins — one  of  which  was  built  in  February 
and  the  other  in  June — being  only  twenty 
feet  apart  and  united  under  a  common  roof, 
were  used  as  a  tavern,  the  enclosed  space 
between  forming  a  large  barroom.  The 
proprietors  were  George  T.  Andrews  and 
Asaph  Allen. 

Soon  after  the  location  was  made  in  May, 
Matthew  Teneick  began  to  prepare  timbei 
for  a  regular  dwelling  house.  This  house 
was  constructed  of  "good  sized  hewed  logs/' 
and  stood  on  the  corner  of  Iowa  avenue  and 
Dubuque  street,  or  directly  across  the  street 
south  of  Close  *Hall.  It  was  finished  be- 
fore any  of  the  town  lots  were  offered  for 
sale;  but  Mr.  Teneick  had  no  title  to  the 
ground  on  which  it  was  built.  Chauncey 
Swan,  however,  promised  to  use  his  influ- 
ence in  preventing  any  outsider  from  bid- 
ding on  the  lot.  Accordingly  when  the  lot 
was  offered  at  the  public  sale,  Chauncey 
Swan  made  a  statement  of  the  facts  to  the 
crowd,  and  Mr.  Teneick  was  allowed  with- 
out opposition  to  take  the  lot  at  the  minim- 
um valuation  of  three  hundred  dollars. 

It  is  further  recorded  by  Cyrus  Sanders 
that,  previous  to  the  first  sale  of  lots,  Jo- 
seph Coe,  who  had  erected  a  log  house  on 
the  northwest  corner  of  Clinton  and  Jeffer- 
son streets,  and  Walter  Butler,  who  had 
erected  a  frame  for  a  hotel  in  block  eighty 
on  Clinton  street,  (near  the  present  loca- 
tion of  Bloom's  clothing  house),  were  both 
permitted  to  bid  in  their  lots  at  the  minim- 
um price  fixed  upon  them.  But  Wesley 
Jones,  who  had  erected  a  frame  for  a  store  in 
block  eighty-four  on  Washington  street,  and 
John  Willison,  who  had  dug  a  cellar  on  the 
northeast  corner  of  Clinton  and  Jefferson 
streets  with  the  expectation  of  getting  their 
lots  at  the  minimum  price,  were  disap- 
pointed, "as  the  bidders  had  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  claim  business,  in  west- 
ern parlance,  was  about  played  out." 

The  most  noteworthy  building  erected 
before  the  first  sale  of  lots,  was  a  temporary 
tavern  which  stood  in  block  61,  near  the 
corner  of  Linn  and  Washington  streets.  It 
was  a  small  building  and  bore  the  appro- 
priate name  of  "Lean-back  Hall."     Erected 


hastily  of  poles,  it  had  a  rough  board  at- 
tachment which  extended  back  some  fifty  or 
sixty  feet  for  sleeping  accommodations. 
Lean-back  Hall  was  built  in  a  few  days,  and 
contained  a  bar-room,  kitchen,  dining  hall, 
and  one  lodging  room.  The  lodging  room, 
it  is  said,  had  but  one  bed ;  but  this  bed  was 
large  enough  to  accommodate  thirty-six 
men.  "This  number  reposed  in  it  many  a 
night,  and  no  complaint  was  ever  entered 
against  it." 

THE  FIRST  SALE  OF  LOTS. 

At  the  4th  of  July  celebration  it  was  offi- 
cially announced  that  there  would  be  a  pub- 
lic sale  of  lots  on  the  18th  of  August.  The 
Governor's  proclamation  of  the  sale  was 
published  in  eastern  papers.  Six  hundred 
and  thirty  dollars  were  expended  by  the  act- 
ing commissioner  for  eleven  hundred  litho- 
graphic maps  of  Iowa  City.  These  maps 
were  sold  throughout  the  Territory  at  the 
rate  of  seventy-five  cents  for  the  ordinary 
sheet  map  and  one  dollar  for  the  pocket  map. 

During  the  early  part  of  August  the  ar- 
rivals of  strangers  at  the  seat  of  government 
became  more  numerous;  so  that  by  the 
morning  of  the  18th  it  was  a  considerable 
crowd  that  gathered  about  Lean-back  Hall. 
There  were  present  several  capitalists  from 
the  east,  citizens  from  the  eastern  part  of 
the  Territory,  and  settlers  from  the  neigh- 
boring country.  At  the  proper  time  "Mr. 
Dougherty,  of  Dubuque,  who  was  employed 
as  auctioneer,  mounted  a  wagon  and  an- 
nounced the  terms  of  the  sale.  The  wagon 
then  moved  off,  and  the  crowd  followed  on 
to  a  lot  near  where  the  North  Presbyterian 
Church  now  stands,  which  was  the  first  lot 
offered  for  sale,  and  was  knocked  off  to  John 
Trout,  an  employee  of  the  American  Fur 
Company,  for  $100.00.  They  then  moved 
on  to  the  next  lot  offered,  and  so  continued 
during  the  day,  moving  from  lot  to  lot  as 
sold,  with  occasional  intermissions  for  re- 
freshments at  Lean-back  Hall." 

This  first  public  sale  of  lots  continued  for 
three  days,  during  which  time  one  hundred 
lots  were  sold,  amounting  to  $17,292.75. 
Of  the  one  hundred  lots  thus  sold,  six  were 
forfeited,  which  leaves  the  amount  for  which 
certificates  were  actually  given,  $16,571.75. 
The  lots  previously  selected  to  be  offered  at 
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this  sale  were  the  alternate  lots  in  the  blocks 
in  the  vicinity  of  Capitol  Square.  The  aver- 
age price  paid  for  these  lots  was  about 
$176.30;  the  lowest  price  paid  was  $25.00; 
and  the  highest  price  was  $750.00. 

At  the  second  public  sale  of  lots  which 
was  held  on  the  10th,  nth  and  12th  of 
October,  one  hundred  and  six  lots  were  sold. 
This  number  includes  the  six  lots  that  had 
been  forfeited  after  the  first  sale,  also  three 
out-lots.  Up  to  the  1st  of  November  cer- 
tificates had  been  given  for  only  eighty-four 
lots  and  three  out-lots,  amounting  to  the 
sum  of  $10,168.00.  The  average  price  paid 
it  this  sale  was  $115.72:  the  lowest  price 
was  $20.00,  and  the  highest  price  was  $606. 

By  the  1st  of  January,  1840,  lots  had  been 
sold  to  the  amount  of  $34,39775.    But  only 


$14,648.53  of  this  amount  had  been  paid 
down ;  for  there  remained  in  the  office  of  the 
acting  commissioner  notes  to  the  amount  of 
$19,749.22. 

From  the  autumn  of  1839,  dates  the  exist- 
ence of  Iowa  City  as  a  district  social  entity. 
Men  who  bought  lots  at  the  public  sales  re* 
siderable  number  of  dwellings  were  now  put 
in  process  of  erection.  Some  were  simply 
log  cabins;  others  were  frame  houses  sided 
and  roofed  with  clapboards  hewed  from  the 
trunks  of  native  trees.  Occasionally  sawed 
lumber  was  obtained  from  Felkner's  and 
Meyer's  mill  on  Rapid  Creek.  The  little 
pine  lumber  that  was  used  came  by  way  of 
the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers  to  Bloom- 
ington  (now  Muscatine),  from  which  place 
it  was  hauled  overland  to  Iowa  City. 


EARLY  LIFE  AND  HISTORY  OF  fHE  TERRITORIAL  CAPITAL. 


GROWTH  AND  DEVELOPMENT. 

The  years  1840,  1841  and  1842  stand 
out  pre-eminently  as  the  most  eventful 
period  in  the  history  of  Iowa  City.  It  was 
the  springtime,  when  the  municipal  germ 
planted  in  1839  shot  up,  as  it  were,  in  a  sin- 
gle night,  unfolding  and  developing  the  or- 
gans of  social  and  municipal  life.  It  was 
the  period  of  youthful  vigor,  of  expansion 
— seemingly  without  limit.  Back  to  these 
years  are  traced  the  beginnings  of  industry, 
education,  courts,  politics  and  religion.  And 
withal  this  was  the  period  of  enthusiasm, 
the  time  when  men  hoped  most  and  planned 
most. 

Fortunately  the  winter  of  '39  and  '40  was 
a  mild  one,  without  storms.  Around  Cap- 
itol Square  many  buildings  stood  partially 
or  wholly  uncovered;  others  were  in  the 
first  stages  of  erection.  Day  after  day  could 
he  heard  the  ring  of  the  ax  and  the  crash- 
ing sound  of  falling  trees.  Men  warmed 
themselves  about  brush-heap  fires,  and  talked 
and  rejoiced  over  the  prospects  of  the  future. 

The  one  hundred  inhabitants  who  were  on 
the  town  site  at  the  opening  of  the  year 
1840  witnessed,  as  the  year  advanced,  their 
number  double,  treble,  then  double  again. 
In  the  course  of  six  months  Iowa  City  had 
become  the  most  popular  point  in  Iowa.  The 
name  of  the   frontier   Capital   was  carried 


across  the  Mississippi  into  Illinois,  Indiana, 
Ohio,  and  beyond  the  Alleghanies. 

The  growth  of  the  town  at  this  time  was 
cartninly  a  marvel.  Its  rapid  increase  and 
development  were  extraordinary,  and  up  to 
that  time  are  said  to  have  been  unparalleled 
in  all  the  west 

John  B.  Newhall,  in  his  "Sketches  of 
Iowa,"  published  in  1841,  says:  "The  un- 
precedented growth  of  .owa  City  from  a 
v»  ilderner.s  frontier,  !>eyond  the  pale  of  civil- 
ization, is  indeed  a  wonder  in  the  growth  of 
towns.  *  *  *  I  have  heard  of  cities 
springing  into  existence  as  if  by  magic,  but 
in  no  case  have  I  ever  known  the  applica- 
tion to  be  so  just  as  when  applied  to  this 
young  capital  of  Iowa.  *  *  *  Up  to  the 
present  time,  being  about  fourteen  months 
from  the  commencement  of  Iowa  City,  it 
contains  a  population  of  about  700  inhabi- 
tants, a  spacious  city  hotel,  three  or  four 
brick  buildings  and  several  others  in  prog- 
ress, ten  dry  goods,  grocery  and  provision 
stores,  one  drug  store,  one  saddlery,  two 
blacksmiths,  one  gunsmith,  three  or  four 
coffee  houses,  four  lawyers,  three  physicians, 
one  church,  and  one  primary  school — in 
short,  presenting  all  the  appearance,  bustle 
and  activity  of  a  city  of  years,  rather  than 
a  prodigy  of  months.  Should  the  skeptical 
feel  inclined  to  question  the  accuracy  of  this 
statement,  I  can  assure  them  it  has  been  the 
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result  of  personal  inspection.  I  counted  even 
in  the  middle  of  last  May,  the  rising  of  one 
hundred  buildings,  and  saw  and  heard  the 
busy  workmen  engaged  on  half  as  many 
more.  At  that  time,  conversing  with  a  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  who  came  to  the 
'city*  the  week  preceding  and  had  a  frame 
house  covered  and  his  goods  in  it,  he  said  to 
me:  'Five  days  ago  my  house  was  in  the 
woods,  growing/  " 

AN   OLD-FASHIONED  ECONOMY. 

It  has  become  a  familiar  remark  that  the 
decades  since  the  war  are  more  unlike  the 
decades  preceding  the  war  than  those  years 


An  Old  Lime  Kiln  from  a  sketch  by  Bertha 
Horack  Shambaugh. 

theory  of  the  social  compact,  and  the  intro- 
duction of  rapid  steam  transportation  and 
communication  by  telegraph,  broke  down 
are  unlike  the  time  of  Elizabeth  or  the  First 
George.  The  progress  of  the  domestic  free- 
dom of  trade  since  the  close  of  the  eight- 
eenth century  is  not  the  less  remarkable  be- 
cause it  has  been  unobserved.  The  growth 
of  faith  in  freedom,  nourished  by  the  mys- 
tic  philosophy   that   spun   itself   about    the 


forever  the  old  system  of  restrictions  that 
once  hung  upon  every  avenue  of  business 
life.  Vestiges  of  the  old  system  are  found 
in  the  early  history  of  Iowa  in  the  licenses 
which  were  then  regarded  necessary  for  the 
lawful  pursuit  of  ordinary  trades. 

On  the  7th  of  October,  Edward  Foster 
was  granted  a  license  to  sell  goods  in  Iowa 
City  for  one  year  at  the  rate  of  twenty  dol- 
lars per  annum.  Mr.  Foster's  store  was 
kept  in  a  log  cabin  just  north  of  Capitol 
Square.  On  the  day  after  Mr.  Foster  was 
granted  a  license  to  sell  goods,  Asaph  Allen 
and  Walter  Butler  obtained  licenses  to 
"keep  tavern"  for  one  year  at  the  rate  of 
thirty  dollars.  Mr.  Allen  had,  for  at  least 
three  months  previous  to  this  time,  been 
conducting  a  tavern ;  but  Mr.  Butler  opened 
his  tavern  about  the  time  the  license  was 
issued.  Butler's  tavern,  which  was  kept  in 
a  frame  building  erected  especially  for  the 
purpose,  was  for  several  years  the  principal 
public  place  in  Iowa  City. 

Robert  McKee  &  Co.  took  out  a  license 
to  keep  a  store  for  one  year  at  the  rate  of 
eighteen  dollars.  Their  store  was  located 
in  a  small  log  house  which  stood  near  the 
northwest  corner  of  Clinton  and  Burlington 
streets,  near  the  present  location  of  the  Bap- 
tist church.  It  is  also  recorded  that  about 
the  middle  of  November  Charles  Drury  took 
out  a  license  to  keep  a  general  store  at  the 
same  rate.. 

The  first  grocery  was  in  a  cabin  on  the 
east  side  of  Dubuque  street  between  College 
and  Burlington  streets,  and  was  known  as 
the  "Buck  Grocery."  Above  the  door  a  pair 
of  deer  horns  naively  served  as  a  sign — the 
proprietor's  name  was  Henry  Buck.  That 
Mr.  Buck's  store  was  a  grocery  is  certain. 
For,  according  to  the  third  section  of  "An 
Act  Regulating  Grocery  License,"  passed 
by  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Iowa,  "a  grocery  shall  be  deemed  to 
include  any  house  or  place  where  spiritous 
or  vinous  liquors  are  retailed  by  less  quanti- 
ties than  one  gallon,"  and  it  is  known  that 
spiritous  liquors  were  sold  in  such  quanti- 
ties at  the  "Buck  Grocery." 

MAIL  FACILITIES. 

The  mail  facilities,  which  up  to  this  time 
had  been  meagre  and  uncertain,  were  now 
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made  more  adequate  by  the  establishment  of 
regular  mail  routes  to  the  more  important 
points  in  the  Territory.  The  Napoleon 
postoffice,  which  had  been  established  in 
March,  1839,  was  removed  to  Iowa  City  by 
Samuel  H.  McCrory  and  located  in  the 
store  of  Charles  S.  Foster,  just  north  of 
Capitol  Square,  sometime  during  the  same 
year.  Chauncey  Swan,  who  succeeded  Mr. 
McCrory  as  postmaster  on  the  14th  of  No- 
vember, 1839,  changed  the  name  of  the  post- 
office  from  "Napoleon"  to  "Iowa  Citv."  Mr. 
Swan  was  succeeded  in  office  by  James  M. 
Hawkins,  September  2nd,  1841.  On  the 
3rd  of  August,  1842,  Samuel  C.  Trowbridge 
was  appointed  postmaster,  which  position 
he  held  for  seven  years. 

PUBLIC  ROADS. 

\ 

Along  with  the  increase  in  mail  facilities 
there  was  a  development  of  public  means  of 
travel.  While  the  first  emigrants  of  '39 
were  compelled  to  follow  rivers,  streams  and 
Indian  paths,  those  who  came  later  in  the 
year  were  guided  by  the  crooked  wheel- 
tracks  of  ox  wagons.  In  1840  and  1841, 
regular  public  roads  were  laid  out. 

All  the  principal  highways  at  that  time 
were  established  by  acts  of  the  Legislative 
Assembly  and  were  kri<5vsrn  as  'Territorial 
roads/'  In  1841,  four  of  ^tage  principal 
highways  connected  Iowa  City^with  the 
outside  world,  namely:  One  running  from 
Iowa  City  through  Muscatine  County  to 
Bloomington  (Muscatine) ;  one  running 
from  Iowa  City  through  Louisa  and  Des 
Moines  Counties  to  Burlington ;  one  running 
from  Iowa  City  through  Cedar,  Clinton, 
Jackson  and  Dubuque  Counties  to  Dubuque, 
and  one  running  from  Iowa  City  south  to 
Mr.  Pleasant  to  Henry  County.  Indeed, 
Iowa  City  was  at  that  time  the  converging 
point  of  all  the  important  territorial  roads. 

One  of  the  most  popular  roads  in  the 
Territory  was  a  "military  road"  established 
by  Congress  between  Iowa  City  and  Du- 
buque. Twenty  thousand  dollars  was  ap- 
propriated by  Congress  for  the  improvement 
of  this  road. 

But  previous  to  the  establishment  of 
either  territorial  or  military  roads  there 
existed  between  Iowa  City  and  Dubuque  a 
public  highway  that  was  characteristically 


pioneer.  Strangers  in  crossing  the  prairie 
found  it  difficult  to  keep  the  direct  course 
and  often  wandered  far  out  of  their  way. 
This  was  especially  true  of  travelers  be- 
tween Iowa  City  and  Dubuque.  The  citizens 
of  Iowa  City  desiring  to  remedy  this  diffi- 
culty employed  one  Lyman  Dillon,  to  plow 
a  furrow  between  the  two  towns  in  as  direct 
a  line  as  practicable.  Early  one  morning 
Mr.  Dillon,  accompanied  by  a  driver,  started 
from  Iowa  City  with  a  large  breaking  plow 
drawn  by  five  yoke  of  oxen.  When  he 
reached  Dubuque  he  had  made  a  furrow  one 
hundred  miles  long.  "Dillon's  Furrow"  was 
an  efficient  guide  to  the  traveler,  and  soon  a 
well-beaten  road  was  made  by  its  side. 

FERRIES. 

The  settlers  west  of  the  Iowa  river  reached 
the  town  by  crossing  the  river  in  canoes  and 
on  what  may  be  termed  "flatboat  ferries." 
Benjamin  Miller  started  the  first  regular 
ferry  across  the  Iowa  river  in  the  winter  of 
1838-39.  This  ferry,  which  crossed  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  present  location  of  the  B.,  C. 
R.  &  N.  R.  R.  bridge,  was  subsequently 
managed  by  F.  A.  A.  Cobbs. 

On  the  6th  of  March,  1840,  Messrs. 
Sturgis  and  Dougless  were  granted  a  license 
to  keep  a  ferry  across  the  Iowa  river ;  and  on 
the  same  day  Andrew  D.  Stephen  was  grant* 
ed  a  license  to  keep  a  ferry  at  the  point 
where  the  "National  Road"  crossed  the  riv- 
er. But  Mr.  Stephen  having  neglected  to  es- 
tablish a  ferry  in  due  time,  his  license  was 
revoked  on  the  13th  of  October,  1840,  and 
a  new  license  granted  to  John  D.  Able.  Mr. 
Able  established  his  ferry  where  the  upper 
wagon  bridge  now  crosses  the  river;  and 
this  was  the  first  regular  ferry  to  cross  the 
Iowa  river  at  Iowa  City.  On  the  nth  of 
September,  1841,  Mr.  Able  transferred, 
along  with  a  claiirt  on  the  west  bank  of  the 
river,  the  "ferry  boat,  rope,  canoe,  etc.,  be- 
longing to  and  heretofore  used  at  said 
ferry"  to  Pleasant  Arthur.  About  a 
month  after  the  transfer,  Mr.  Arthur  had 
the  license  renewed. 

COMMERCE. 

In  the  early  years  of  Iowa  City,  water 
courses   were   still   the   great   channels  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


42 


A   WESTERN   COMMONWEALTH. 


traffic.  But,  as  has  already  been  observed, 
the  location  of  Iowa  City  commanded  no 
commercial  point  of  advantage.  The  traffic 
of  Iowa  City,  therefore,  was  mostly  over- 
land; and  before  railroads  had  become  the 
common  carrier,  this  was  slow  and  expensive 
transportation.  Articles  of  produce  and 
merchandise  were  hauled  overland  in  ox- 
wagons  to  and  from  the  Mississippi  river. 

Dry  goods  and  the  like  were  purchased 
in  New  York,  Boston  and  other  eastern 
cities,  and  shipped  by  way  of  the  Ohio  and 
Mississippi  rivers,  or  by  way  of  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico  and  the  Mississippi,  to  Bloom- 
ington  (Muscatine),  Burlington,  and  Du- 
buque. Groceries  were  purchased  almost 
exclusively  in  St.  Louis,  for  at  that  time  St. 
Louis  was  to  the  west  what  Chicago  is  to 
the  Northwest  today. 

Produce,  which  consisted  mostly  of  corn, 
wheat,  pork  and  lard,  was  sent  overland  in 
part  to  the  Mississippi  towns  for  exporta- 
tion. But  in  the  transportation  of  produce 
the  Iowa  river — a  considerable  body  of  wa- 
ter, especially  in  the  spring  months — was 
utilized  to  a  great  extent.  Loaded  on  flat- 
boats  or  keel-boats,  corn,  wheat  and  pork 
were  floated  down  the  Iowa  river  to  the 
Mississippi,  and  thence  on  the  same  boats 
to  St.  Louis,  where  both  the  produce  and 
the  boats  were  disposed  of. 

Moreover,  the  inhabitants  of  Iowa  City 
believed  that  the  Iowa  river  could  be  made 
a  navigable  water  course  and  that  Missis- 
sippi steamers  would  some  day  carry  on  a 
direct  commerce  with  the  town.  This  be- 
lief was  greatly  strengthened  by  an  event 
which  occurred  on  the  20th  of  June,  1840. 

On  the  evening  of  that  day,  which  was 
Sunday,  the  inhabitants  were  startled  by 
the  puffing  of  a  steamboat.  In  a  few  min- 
utes the  entire  population  of  the  town  turned 
out  and  rushed  down  to  the  ferry  landing 
to  welcome  with  hearty  cheers  the  arrival 
of  what  proved  to  be  the  steamboat  "Rip- 
ple." The  next  morning  the  citizens  held 
a  mass  meeting  at  the  city  hotel.  At  this 
meeting  resolutions  were  passed  providing 
for  a  grand  public  dinner  to  be  held  in 
commemoration  of  the  event  and  appointing 
committees  to  investigate  the  matter  of 
improving  the  Iowa  river  and  making  it 
navigable. 

The  editor  of  the  Iowa  City   Standard 


declared  that  "the  comparatively  low  stage 
of  water  will  effectualy  silence  any  sneers 
that  may  be  thrown  out  concerning  high 
water  navigation,  etc.,  and  we  now  have  the 
fact  proved,  beyond  the  possibility  of  a 
doubt,  that  the  Iowa  river  is  navigable  be- 
yond this  place  for  seven  months  in  the 
year.  This  arrival  has  effectualy  changed 
the  relation  in  which  we  formaly  stood 
to  the  other  towns  in  this  territory.  We 
are  now  no  longer  dependent  upon  the 
towns  on  the  Mississippi  for  our  imports — 
nor  are  we  subject  to  the  labor  and  expense 
of  drawing  across  the  country  all  articles 
brought  from  abroad.  We  have  now  a  sit- 
uation in  many  respects  superior  to  any 
in  the  territory/ ' 

In  a  espeech  at  the  public  dinner  Major 
John  B.  Newhall  said:  "From  this  day 
forward  the  practicability  of  navigating  the 
Iowa  river  remains  no  longer  the  subject  of 
conjecture.  From  this  day  henceforth,  a 
new  era  will  commence  in  the  destinies  of 
your  city.  The  most  skeptical  must  believe ; 
for  here  is  the  evidence  before  you — yes, 
gentlemen,  ere  another  month  shall  elapse 
the  performance  of  the  gallant  little  "Rip- 
ple" shall  be  emblazoned  to  the  world  in 
letters  of  living  light." 

But  all  this  was  enthusiastic  exaggera- 
tion, and  the  hope  in  the  navigability  of 
the  Iowa  over  never  was  realized.  In 
1847  an^  1848  the  General  Assembly  con- 
sidered the  question  of  slack-water  naviga- 
tion on  the  Iowa  river,  and  addressed  a 
memorial  to  congress  on  the  suLject;  but 
before  any  effectual  niovci  *n'  could  be  in- 
augurated railroads  had  robbed  the  water 
of  i*s  tenner  superiorly  as  a  means  of 
internal  commerce. 

MINING. 

A  discovery  of  what  was  supposed  to  be 
lead  ore  in  the  month  of  April,  1842,  created 
considerable  excitement  in  Iowa  City.  The 
discovery  was  made  by  Jesse  McCart,  who, 
it  is  saH,  "found,  nine  miles  above  the  city, 
on  the  banks  of  the  Iowa  river,  a  load  of 
lead  by  digging  fourteen  feet  below  the  sur- 
face." 

Of  this  discovery  the  editor  of  the  Iowa 
City  Standard  says:  "Nothing  better  could 
have  happened  to  make  this  section  of  the 
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country,  and  especially  Iowa  City,  a  per- 
fect Eldorado,  than  the  discovery  which 
has  been  made  in  Johnson  county.  It  has, 
ever  since  the  settlement  of  this  county,  been 
believed  that  it  abounded  with  immense 
mineral  of  various  kinds.  Several  town- 
ships of  land  west  of  Iowa  City,  we  are  told, 
were  returned  to  the  General  Land  Office  as 
mineral  lands.  This  must  form  a  new  era 
in  the  history  and  existence  of  Iowa  City." 
Mining,  however,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
first  steamboat  arrival,  was  simply  an  excit- 
ing incident  instead  of  an  epoch-making 
event.  It  reminds  one  of  the  eager  search 
for  valuable  minerals  in  the  early  settlement 
of  America. 

THE  COMMON  INDUSTRIES. 

The  ordinary  trades,  such  as  those  of  the 
carpenter,  the  smith  and  the  mason,  were 
introduced  and  flourished  during  the  first 
year  of  the  town's  existence.  At  one  time 
there  was  a  turning-lathe  on  Ralston  Creek. 
For  a  number  of  years  Mr.  Gaymon  man- 
aged a  chair  factory.  John  A.  Copenhafer 
also  established  a  chair  factory.  This  latter 
factory  was  located  on  Ralston  Creek,  oppo- 
site the  present  site  of  the  oil  mill.  Here 
marble-headed  canes  were  manufactured,  the 
marble  used  being  none  other  than  the  bird's- 
eye  marble  from  the  Iowa  City  quarries. 

The  making  of  brick  was  also  begun  at 
an  early  day.  In  this  occupation  Sylvanus 
Johnson  was  the  pioneer.  He  operated  a 
brick-yard  in  the  year  1840,  and  on  the  15th 
day  of  April  of  that  year  moulded  with  his 
own  hands  the  first  brick  ever  made  in  John- 
son County.  From  his  kiln  Mr.  Bostwick 
obtained  the  material  for  the  first  brick 
building  erected  in  Iowa  City.  The  walls 
of  this  building  were  laid  in  1840  by 
George  T.  Andrews. 

The  transportation  of  produce  down  the 
Iowa  river  on  flatboats  created  a  lively  bus- 
iness in  the  building  of  boats. 

THE  IOWA  CITY  MANUFACTURING  COMPANY. 

The  distinguishing  characteristic  of  Iowa 
City  was  political,  and  not  industrial.  The 
industrial  organizations  of  the  town  were, 
therefore,  ordinary  and  commonplace.  Yet 
to  this  general   rule  there  was  one  note- 


worthy exception — the  "Iowa  City  Manufac- 
turing Company." 

It  was  on  the  evening  of  the  13th  day  of 
April,  1843,  that  a  few  citizens  assembled  at 
the  office  of  the  territorial  agent,  John  M. 
Coleman,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  steps  in 
reference  to  a  burying  ground  that  had  been 
donated  by  the  Territory.  The  business  for 
which  they  were  called  together  was  duly 
arranged,  and  the  meeting  adjourned.  But 
immediately  after  adjournment,  Mr.  Cole- 
man arose  and  requested  the  citizens  to  re- 
main, saying  that  he  desired  to  make  a  sug- 
gestion. The  citizens  again  took  their  seats. 
Mr.  Coleman  then  brought  forward  his  sug- 
gestion, which  was  to  the  effect  that  the 
citizens  of  Iowa  City  make  an  effort  to 
utilize  the  water  power  of  the  Iowa  river. 
The  suggestion  was  favorably  entertained  by 
those  present,  and  it  was  resolved  to  hold  a 
meeting  within  a  few  days  at  the  "Ameri- 
can Hotel"  for  a  more  thorough  considera- 
tion of  the  matter.  Mr.  Coleman's  proposi- 
tion met  with  enthusiastic  support  on  every 
hand.  The  result  was  that  on  the  17th  the 
"Iowa  City  Manufacturing  Company"  was 
organized  and  articles  of  association 
adopted. 

Chauncey  Swan  was  elected  President  of 
the  company.  Other  men  who  interested 
themselves  in  this  new  enterprise  were:  A. 
E.  McArthur,  Silas  Foster,  M.  M.  Mont- 
gomery, Thomas  Snyder  and  David  Switzer. 

The  management  having  been  vested  in  a 
board  of  directors,  it  was  resolved  to  com- 
mence operations  just  as  soon  as  capital 
stock  to  the  amount  of  $5,000  had  been 
taken.  This  amount  was  soon  subscribed, 
and  the  erection  of  a  dam  was  begun  on  the 
1 8th  of  June,  under  the  direction  of  A.  B. 
Newcomb.  By  the  middle  of  August  the 
capital  stock  had  swelled  to  $10,000  and  at 
the  dam  thirty  hands  were  employed  in  hew- 
ing and  digging.  During  the  fall  months 
the  work  was  pushed  forward  with  won- 
derful vigor.  At  the  same  time  a  gristmill 
was  in  the  process  of  erection.  By  the  1st 
day  of  January,  1844,  the  dam  and  mill 
were  so  far  completed  that  the  officers  and 
workmen,  who  surrounded  the  table  at  a 
rudimentary  boarding  house  near-by,  were 
served  with  "corn  dodgers"  and  mush  made 
of  meal  ground  that  day  by  the  water  power 
of  the  Iowa  river. 
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The  location  of  the  mill  and  dam  was 
about  two  miles  northwest  of  Iowa  City,  at 
a  point  now  known  as  Coralville.  This  site 
was  donated  to  the  company  by  Walter  But- 
ler, with,  however,  the  reservation  by  him 
of  erecting  a  mill  on  the  west  bank  of  the 
river  and  of  using  water  from  the  company's 
mill  sufficient  to  run  a  saw  mill  with  one 
saw.  The  Iowa  river  throughout  its  entire 
course  afforded  no  better  site;  here  the  bed 
of  the  river  was  of  solid  rock  with  a  beau- 
tiful fall  below. 


found  in  the  company's  industrial  system. 
As  the  Claim  Association  of  Johnson  County 
was  operated  on  modern  socialistic  princi- 
ples, so  the  Iowa  City  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany founded  an  industry  on  the  principles 
ot  co-operative  labor.  Many  of  the  stock- 
holders, instead  of  paying  for  their  shares 
in  money — which,  to  be  sure,  they  did  not 
have — paid  for  them  in  the  labor  of  their 
own  hands;  while  some  few,  merchants, 
paid  for  their  ^shares  in  goods  and  provi- 
sions.    A  rare  spectacle  it  must  have  been 


Clark's  Mill,  near  Iowa  City.    It  was  from  this  mill 
be  elected  Governor  of  Iowa 

The  dam  when  completed  was  perhaps 
the  finest  structure  of  its  kind  west  of  the 
Mississippi  river.  It  was  ten  feet  high,  and 
with  an  ordinary  stage  of  water  contributed 
hydraulic  force  equal  to  seven  hundred  and 
eighty  horse  power. 

Yet,  after  all,  it  was  not  the  erection  of  a 
great  dam  and  the  building  of  the  gristmill 
that  gives  the  Iowa  City  Manufacturing 
Company  a  truly  great  significance  in  the 
history  of  Iowa  City.     This  significance  is 


that  Samuel  J.  Kirkwood  was  called,  in  i8jg%  to 
by  the  Republican  party. 

to  see  the  stockholders  with  their  own  picks, 
spades  and  axes,  digging,  shoveling  and 
hewing,  and  wading  deep  in  the  Iowa  river ; 
while  merchants,  who  had  taken  shares, 
contributed  groceries  and  provisions  for 
their  support.  So  thoroughly  was  the  sys- 
tem carried  out  that  upon  the  completion  of 
the  dam,  it  is  said,  the  books  of  the  com- 
pany showed  a  total  expense  of  but  twenty- 
five  dcHars  in  money. 

On  the  5th  of  November,  1845,  the  mill 
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and  dam  passed  from  the  control  of  the  Iowa 
City  Manufacturing  Company  into  the  hands 
of  Newcomb  &  Harris.  But  the  immense 
power  afforded  by  the  dam  was  never  effi- 
ciently utilized  until  after  1848,  when  the 
improvements  were  purchased  by  Ezekiel 
Clark.  By  the  year  1850  Mr.  Clark  had  put 
n  ?  large  and  well  equipped  plant.  The 
flouring  mill  was  then  "driven  day  and 
night,  and  furnished  the  greater  portion  of 
the  flour  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  north- 
western part  of  our  State.  It  was  no  un- 
usual sight  to  see  fifty  and  sixty  wagons 
ranged  at  this  mill  at  one  time,  some  of  them 
from  as  far  north  as  Woodbury  County, 
*nd  from  all  the  intermediate  settlements 
and  from  Southern  Minnesota."  It  was 
from  this  mill  that  Samuel  J.  Kirkwood  was 
called  into  his  remarkable  political  career. 

LOCAL  POLITICS. 

In  early  times  Iowa  City  was  an  enthusi- 
astic Whig  town.  Every  one  was  interested 
in  politics.  Men,  however,  did  not  seem  to 
be  so  broad  in  their  political  views  as  they 
were  later  on.  Their  narrowness  was 
strikingly  reflected  in  the  editorials  of  the 
press,  which  were  often  insulting  and  scur- 
rilous. 

Being  a  Whig  town,  the  victory  of  Wil- 
liam Henry  Harrison  was  commemorated 
\y  an  "illumination."  "The  hearts  of  the 
people,"  it  is  said,  "were  given  over  to  utter 
joyousness.  Almost  every  inhabitation  was 
resplendent  with  light.  The  square,  the 
park,  the  avenue,  indeed  the  whole  city,  was 
one  grand  mass  of  embodied  light  from  nine 
o'clock  until  about  midnight.  Men  became 
boys  and  played  their  antics  over  again. 
Every  movable  thing  became  a  sleigh  and 
even-  lncrmotive  was  put  in  requisition  to 
give  them  impetus.  The  United  States  flag 
with  her  stars  and  stripes  added  beauty  to 
the  scene." 

Iowa  City  remained  a  stronghold  of  the 
Whigs  until  1845,  when  in  August  of  that 
year  the  Democrats  carried  an  election  by 
a  small  majority. 

t 

THE  COUNTY  SEAT. 

The  importance  of  the  average  American 
town  is  generally  determined  by  its  official 


relation  to  the  state  and  county  in  which  it 
is  located.  In  these  relations,  Iowa  City 
was  doubly  favored.  As  capital  it  was  the 
first  town  in  Iowa;  and  as  seat  of  justice  it 
became  the  center  of  Johnson  County. 

Created  by  an  act  of  the  Legislative  As- 
sembly of  Wisconsin,  passed  at  the  winter 
session  of  1837-38,  held  at  Burlington,  John- 
son County  was  temporarily  attached  to 
Cedar  County.  But  the  few  inhabitants 
soon  petitioned  for  a  separate  organization. 
There  being  at  that  time  two  rival  commu- 
nities in  the  county,  the  "Harris  Commu- 
nity" and  the  "Gilbert  Community,"  the  for- 
mer desired  the  seat  of  justice  to  be  made  at 
the  proposed  town  of  Osceola,  while  the  lat- 
ter maintained  the  superior  importance  of 
the  proposed  town  Napoleon.  The  question 
was  finally  settled  by  an  act  of  the  Wiscon- 
sin Assembly,  approved  June  22nd,  1838. 
This  act  provided  for  the  separate  organiza- 
tion of  the  county  of  Johnson  with  the  seat 
of  justice  at  Napoleon.  Situated  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  Iowa  river  about  one  and  a  half 
miles  below  Iowa  City,  the  town  of  Napo- 
leon never  consisted  of  more  than  two 
houses.  Yet  in  that  place  Johnson  County 
had  its  official  beginnings.  There  the  Dis- 
trict Court  of  the  United  States  sat  to  hear 
a  case  of  frontier  horse-stealing. 

On  the  7th  of  October  the  court  of  county 
commissioners  assembled  at  Napoleon  for 
the  last  time;  on  that  day  the  court  "ad- 
journed to  meet  tomorrow  morning  at  eight 
o'clock  at  the  house  of  F.  M.  Irish  in  Iowa 
City."  Pursuant  to  adjournment,  the  court 
met  with  Henry  Felkner,  Robert  Walker 
and  Philip  Clark  present.  From  this  time 
on  it  is  very  probable  that  Iowa  City  was  in 
reality  the  official  town  of  the  county;  for, 
having  been  created  the  capital  of  Iowa  Ter- 
ritory in  the  preceding  month  of  May,  it 
was  now  the  universal  opinion  that  the 
county  seat  should  be  near  the  seat  of  gov- 
ernment. In  December,  1839,  the  re-loca- 
tion of  the  seat  of  justice  of  Johnson  County 
was  authorized  by  the  legislative  Assembly. 

Having  met  on  the  27th  day  of  January, 
the  commissioners,  upon  the  motion  of 
Henry  Felkner,  repaired  to  view  the  several 
quarter-sections  of  land  adjoining  the  seat 
of  government.  After  due  examination  they 
decided  upon  the  northwest  quarter  of  sec- 
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ti'in  fifteen  for  the  future  seat  of  justice. 
Philip  Clark  was  then  authorized  by  the 
commissioners  to  repair  to  Dubuque  and  en- 
ter the  quarter-section  for  county  purposes. 
Furthermore,  it  was  "ordered  that  a  me- 
morial be  forwarded  to  Congress,  directed 
to  the  care  oi  W.  W.  Chapman,  requesting 
Congress  to  pass  a  law  authorizing  the 
aforesaid  board  to  locate  upon  the  aforesaid 
quarter-section  of  land  for  county  purposes." 
In  compliance  with  this  request,  Congress 
in  an  act  approved  August  ist,  1842,  granted 
the  right  of  pre-emption  at  the  minimum 
price  for  the  fractional  northwest  quarter, 
east  of  the  river,  of  section  fifteen,  contain- 
ing one  hundred  and  seventeen  acres  and 
sixty-four  one-hundredths  of  an  acre,  more 
or  less,  on  the  terms  and  conditions  of  an 
act  passed  May  26th,  1824,  relating  to 
county  seats.  In  the  meantime  the  commis- 
sioners had  made  satisfactory  arrangements 
with  Andrew  D.  Stephen,  the  claimant  of 
the  land. 

On  the  9th  of  November,  1841,  the  board 
ordered  the  new  county  seat  to  be  laid  out 
as  follows:  "Twenty-four  blocks  to  be  sur- 
veyed off  the  north  side  at  present,  each 
block  to  be  three  hundred  and  twenty  feet 
square,  including  alleys,  the  north  and  south 
streets  to  correspond  with  the  streets  which 
run  north  and  south  in  Iowa  City;  and  the 
streets  running  east  and  west  to  be  eighty 
feet  wide,  each  block  to  be  divided  into  eight 
lets,  and  alleys  to  be  twenty  feet  wide."  The 
first  sale  of  lots  was  held  on  the  24th  and 
25th  of  May,  1841 ;  lots  were  sold  to  the 
amount  of  $2,903.50.  With  this  considera- 
ble sum  it  was  resolved  to  begin  the  erection 
of  necessary  county  buildings — jail  and 
court  house. 

Experience  led  the  county  to  erect  the  jail 
first.  Jesse  Berry  and  James  Herron  drafted 
the  plans,  according  to  which  a  small  brick 
building  was  erected  by  James  Trimble  on 
the  corner  of  Clinton  and  Prentiss  streets. 
But  this  building,  though  better  than  an  ord- 
inary frame  house,  was  not  always  efficient 
for  jail  purposes.  In  August,  1843,  two 
prisoners  broke  through  its  walls  and  es' 
caped.  Again  in  1852  another  criminal 
broke  jail  and  fled.  In  1864  the  "old  jail" 
was  sold  to  C.  H.  Berryhill  for  the  sum  of 
sixty  dollars. 


On  the  8th  of  April,  1842,  F.  H.  Lee,  the 
agent  for  the  County  of  Johnson,  was  in- 
structed and  authorized  to  receive  proposals 
for  the  erection  of  a  temporary  court  house. 
The  building  was  to  be  twenty-eight  by 
fifty-six  feet,  two  stories  high,  and  con- 
structed of  brick.  And  during  the  next  few 
years  such  a  court  house  was  erected  on 
block  8,  lot  8,  in  the  county  seat.  Previous 
to  the  completion  of  these  two  county  build- 
ing the  county  had  rented  other  rooms  and 
buildings  in  Iowa  City  for  court  and  jail 
purposes. 

EARLY  JUSTICE. 

The  first  District  Court  in  Iowa  City  (the 
second  one  in  the  county)  met  on  the  9th, 
10th  and   nth  of  September,   1839.     The 
cases  brought  before  the  court  at  this  ses- 
sion were  for  the  most  part  cases  relating  to 
the  violation  of  the  law  regulating  the  sale 
of  liquors  to  Indians.     At  this  session  the 
following  men  were  impanelled  and  sworn 
in  as  grand  jurors : 
Andrew  D.  Stephen,  William  Kelso, 
Alonzo  C.  Dennison,  Fred  Dysinger, 
I.  P.  Hamilton,  Abner  Wolcott, 

Isaac  Bowen  Jesse  McCart, 

William  Sturgis,  Ebenezer  Douglass, 

Henry  Felkner,  William  M.  Harris. 

John  Hawkins,  Robert  Walker, 

S.  B.  Mulholland,        Sair':  H.  McCrory. 

It  trust  be  remembered,  however,  that  in 
frontier  settlements  law  and  justice  were 
not  administered  by  the  courts  alone.  Crim- 
inals were  not  unfrequently  punished  other 
than  by  "due  process  of  law."  Cases  involv- 
ing real  estate  difficulties  were  generally  set- 
tled by  the  "claim  court,"  while  other  of- 
fenses against  the  community  or  individuals 
of  the  community  were  often  dealt  with  by 
the  "vigilance  committee"  or  the  "mob." 

And  in  the  frontier  settlements  of  the 
West  the  people  were  justified  in  taking  the 
law  into  their  own  hands;  for  in  the  ab- 
sence of  courts  and  local  government  the 
vigilance  committee  was  often  absolutely 
necessary  to  the  proper  administration  of 
justice. 

To  this  pioneer  method  of  administering 
justice,  Iowa  City  was  no  exception.    In  one 
instance  a  prisoner  was  taken  from  the  offi- 
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cers  and  whipped  and  choked  till  he  confessed 
his  crime;  in  another,  the  obnoxious  citizen 
was  drowned  in  the  Iowa  river.  In  July, 
1844,  the  'Vigilance  committee"  as  chosen 
in  Iowa  City  consisted  of  the  following  per- 
sons: 


Wm.  B.  Snyder, 
Win.  McCormick, 
H.  Downer, 
G.  T.  Andrews, 
E.  T.  Lock, 
S.  Williams, 
A.  J.  Lucas, 
L.  D.  Gobin, 
Ed.  Eatman, 
X.  A.  White, 


Chas.  Cartwright, 
G.  W.  Hawkins, 
Thos.  Cahill, 
D.  Calhoun, 
John  Parrott, 
John  Matthews, 
I.  N.  Sanders, 
A.  Jones, 
Jas.  Robinson, 
Wm.  Sheladay. 


public  buildings  at  Iowa  City  were  not  in 
condition  to  receive  the  Legislative  Assem- 
bly at  that  time  the  Assembly  would  still 
meet  in  Iowa  City  in  case  other  and  suffi- 
cient buildings  shall  be  furnished,  rent  free. 
The  citizens  of  Iowa  City  were  not  slow  in 
informing  the  Assembly  that  "other  and  suf- 
ficient buildings"  would  be  provided  for 
their  accommodation. 

The  whole  town  was  now  filled  with  en- 
thusiasm. That  one  thing  for  which  many 
of  the  inhabitants  had  crossed  the  prairie 
and  endured  the  privations  of  pioneer  life 
was  about  to  be  located  in  their  midst.  Dur- 
ing the  summer,  Walter  Butler — the  most 
public-spirited  of  all  his  townsmen — erected 


Early  Territorial  Seals.    From  the  Originals  in  the  Library  of  the  State  Historical  Society 

at  Iowa  City, 


COMING   OF   THE   ASSEMBLY. 

Iowa  City  did  not  become  the  capital  of 
Iowa  in  fact  until  the  6th  day  of  December, 
[841.  In  the  meantime  Burlington  re- 
mained the  temporary  seat  of  government. 
It  was  explicitly  stated  in  the  founding  act 
of  Iowa  City,  that  the  Legislative  Assembly 
should  meet  at  Burlington  for  three  years, 
until  by  proclamation  of  the  Governor  the 
public  buildings  at  Iowa  City  were  declared 
ready  for  its  reception.  But  at  the  end  of 
two  years  it  had  already  become  quite  evi- 
dent that  the  capital  would  not  be  in  condi- 
tion to  receive  the  Legislative  Assembly  at 
the  time  contemplated  in  the  above  men- 
tioned act.  In  view  of  this  fact,  an  act 
passed  in  January,  1841,  fixing  the  time  for 
the  meeting  of  the  next  Legislative  Assem- 
bly as  the  first  Monday  in  December,  1841, 
contained  the  special  provision  that  if  the 


a  building  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
coming  Legislative  Assembly. 

Butler's  Capitol  was  a  two-story  frame 
structure,  and  was  located  on  Washington 
street  in  block  80,  just  east  of  what  is  now 
Whetstone's  drug  store.  Its  dimensions 
were  sixty  by  thirty  feet. 

And  in  this  plain  unattractive  building  the 
Legislative  Assembly  of  Iowa  first  met  in 
Iowa  City  on  the  6th  day  of  December,  1841. 
It  was  a  cold  day,  made  disagreeable  by  wind 
and  rain  and  sleet.  The  Council,  with  nine 
members  present,  met  in  the  second  story  and 
was  called  to  order  by  the  secretary,  B.  F. 
Wallace.  Promptly  at  twelve  o'clock  M, 
Joseph  T.  Fales  called  the  House  to  order  in 
the  rooms  below.  At  this  first  meeting  of 
the  Representatives  at  Iowa  City  seventeen 
counties  were  represented,  namely:  Lee, 
Van  Buren,  Des  Moines,  Henry,  Louisa, 
Washington,    Muscatine,    JohnSon,    Cedar, 
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Jones,  Linn,  Scott,  Clinton,  Dubuque,  Clay- 
ton, Delaware  and  Jackson.  The  session  was 
opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hum- 
mer. Only  one  session  of  the  Legislative 
Assembly  was  held  in  Butler's  Capitol;  for 
t>y  December,  1842,  the  Capitol  on  Capitol 
Square  was  so  far  completed  as  to  accom- 
modate the  Legislative  Assembly  as  well  as 
the  territorial  officers. 

ERECTION   OF  THE   CAPITOL. 

The  historical  importance  of  the  first  regu- 
lar Capitol  of  Iowa  justifies  a  detailed  de- 
scription of  its  erection.  For  today  it  is 
the  most  significant  monument  of  the  early 
history  of  Iowa.  The  story  of  its  erection, 
its  financial  history,  the  legislative,  judicial 
and  educational  memories  that  cluster 
around  its  walls,  lend  it  a  reverential  dis- 
tinction unparalleled  by  any  other  public 
building  ever  erected  in  the  State.  Begun 
in  1839,  the  building  of  the  Capitol  extends 
over  the  long  period  of  fifteen  years. 

Immediately  after  his  return  from  Du- 
buque in  the  latter  part  of  June,  1839, 
Chauncey  Swan,  the  Acting  Commissioner, 
having  procured  tools  and  assistance,  began 
opening  up  a  quarry  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Iowa  river  about  six  blocks  north  of  Capitol 
Square.  From  this  quarry  rock  was  obtained 
for  the  foundations  and  a  portion  of  the 
walls  of  the  Capitol.  Early  in  July,  a  site 
was  cleared  and  in  September  men  were  em- 
ployed to  prepare  the  ground  for  the  founda- 
tion. The  turf  and  dirt  removed  at  this 
time  were  deposited  in  Iowa  Avenue  on  the 
east  side  of  Capitol  Square. 

In  the  meantime  the  commissioners  had 
adopted  plans  for  the  Capitol.  John  F. 
Rague  was  the  architect ;  although  it  is  said 
that  the  Rev.  Samuel  Mazzuchielli,  a  Cath- 
olic priest  at  Dubuque,  was  the  original  de' 
signer  of  the  building. 

The  following  is  a  fair  description  of  the 
Capitol  as  originally  planned  by  the  architect 
and  afterwards  erected  by  the  Territory: 
Being  located  in  the  center  of  Capitol  Square 
"it  is  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  long  north 
and  south,  and  sixty  feet  east  and  west.  It 
is  to  be  ornamented  by  magnificent  porticoes, 
one  on  each  side,  supported  by  four  massive 
pillars  six  feet  and  ten  inches  in  advance  of 


the  walls  of  the  building.  The  base  of  each 
portico  is  forty  feet  long  and  including  the 
steps  extends  twenty-two  feet  and  seven 
inches  in  advance  of  the  walls.  The  exterior 
of  the  building  is  thus  described :  From  the 
window  sills  of  the  basement,  which  will  be 
level  with  the  pavements,  to  the  water  ta- 
ble, the  face  of  the  walls  is  made  of  large 
blocks  of  cut  stone.  The  water  table,  which 
is  five  feet  one  inch  from  the  ground,  is 
composed  of  forty-eight  blocks,  sixteen 
inches  thick,  from  seven  to  nine  feet  long, 
said  to  weigh  from  six  to  eight  thousand 
pounds  each  after  they  were  dressed.  These 
blocks  form  for  the  heavy  basement  walls  a 
kind  of  coping;  from  the  outside  of  which 
the  walls  of  the  upper  story  make  an  offset 
of  sixteen  inches,  leaving  the  water  table 
for  that  width  exposed  to  view  entirely 
around  the  building,  which  adds  much  to 
the  beauty  and  apparent  strength  of  the 
work.  On  each  of  the  fronts  there  are  eight 
pilasters,  three  feet  and  ten  inches  wide,  and 
projecting  twelve  inches  from  the  face  of 
the  walls;  these  are  to  be  surmounted  by 
cut  stone  caps  supporting  the  architrave, 
thus  giving  to  the  building  the  appearance 
of  being  studded  by  pillars.  (At  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  investigating  committee  the 
pilasters  were  dressed  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  doors,  water  table,  jambs,  etc.)  It 
is  the  intention  to  use  rough-cast  or  hard- 
finish  on  the  whole  building  except  where 
the  dressed  work  may  appear.  The  cornice 
if  made  to  the  plan  will  be  highly  orna- 
mental. *  *  *  *  *  The  roof  is  to  be 
surmounted  by  a  cupola,  which  ***** 
will  be  ornamental  but  expensive.  The  base 
of  the  cupola  is  an  octagon,  supported  by 
the  interior  vestibule  walls.  Upon  this  base 
stand  eight  corinthian  columns  crowned 
with  handsome  capitals  supporting  a  sphe- 
rical roof.  Within  the  circle  of  the  columns 
the  space  is  enclosed  by  eight  long  windows 
placed  also  in  an  octagonal  form  by  which 
light  is  communicated  to  the  stairway  de- 
scending in  the  middle  of  the  building 
through  the  successive  stories.  As  con- 
structed the  light  is  shut  out  from  the  main 
stairway  which  leads  to  the  halls  of  the  As- 
sembly in  the  second  story.  The  interior 
arrangement  is  as  follows:  The  basement 
story  is  entered  by  two  doors  in  the  oppo- 
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site  ends,  both  opening  into  a  hall  seven 
feet  wide,  which  runs  directly  through  the 
building  north  and  south  dividing  it  into 
two  equal  parts.  There  are  four  rooms  on 
each  side,  about  twenty  feet  square,  designed 
for  committee  rooms.  There  is  also  a  large 
and  convenient  wood  room,  and  a  fire-proof 
vault,  arched  with  brick,  and  covered  with 
grouted  masonry  more  than  three  feet  thick, 
for  the  safety  of  public  documents.  On  the 
next  floor  there  is  the  same  division  north 
and  south,  and  a  broad  hall  or  vestibule  east 
and  west  entered  from  the  porticoes  on  each 
side  of  the  building.  North  of  the  vestibule, 
east  side,  in  a  room  forty-two  by  twenty-one 
and  a  half  feet,  designed  for  the  supreme 
court;  a  corresponding  room  of  the  same 
size  on  the  south  of  the  vestibule,  is  designed 
for  the  use  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Terri- 
tory. West  of  the  north  and  south  hall  are 
four  rooms,  equal  in  size,  designed  for  the 
use  of  the  Governor,  Auditor,  Treasurer  and 
the  Library.  On  the  upper  floor  the  north 
and  south  hall  is  omitted.  In  the  south  wing 
is  the  Representatives  Hall,  fifty-two  feet 
and  six  inches  by  forty-two  feet  in  the  clear. 
In  the  north  wing  are  the  Council  Chamber 
and  three  small  committee  rooms,  cut  off 
from  the  west  side  of  it." 

Proposals  for  the  above  described  build- 
ing having  been  published  in  the  Iowa  News, 
at  Dubuque,  the  contract  for  its  erection  was 
finally  let  to  Rague  &  Co.  Early  in  the 
spring  of  1840,  Skeen  and  McDonald,  con- 
tractors for  Rague  &  Co.,  began  operations 
on  the  Capitol  with  a  large  force  of  hands. 
The  work  was  prosecuted  so  vigorously  that 
by  the  Fourth  of  July  the  contractors  were 
ready  to  lay  the  corner  stone;  accordingly 
preparations  were  made  for  the  laying  of  the 
corner  stone  of  the  Capitol  on  the  national 
holiday. 

Elaborate  arrangements  were  made  for 
this  imposing  ceremony.  Governor  Lucas 
cr,me  up  from  Burlington  to  deliver  the  ora- 
tion. A  great  public  dinner  or  barbecue  was 
held  in  the  city  park,  followed  by  toasts  and 
speeches.  And  all  the  while  the  booming  of 
guns  was  accompanied  by  the  cheers  of 
pioneers,  shouting  for  "liberty"  and  "free- 
dom," for  "Iowa"  and  her  "Capitol." 

About  this  time  Skeen  and  McDonald, 
having  received  $10,000  for  the  work  already 
done,  quit  their  contract,  leaving  matters  in 
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a  somewhat  embarrassing  condition.  The 
erection  of  the  Capitol,  however,  was  con- 
tinued under  the  personal  direction  of 
Chauncey  Swan.  But  the  work  progressed 
slowly.  Rock  for  the  water  table  was  trans- 
ported overland  twenty  miles  from  Cedar 
County.  By  the  close  of  the  year  the  inside 
walls  of  the  building  were  raised  to  the  sec- 
ond floor,  the  outside  walls  of  the  north  end' 
to  the  top  of  the  second  tier  of  windows,  the 
east  front  to  the  center  of  the  second  tier  of 
windows,  and  the  south  end  and  west  front 
nearly  to  the  bottom  of  the  same.  In  this 
condition  the  walls  were  covered  for  the  win- 
ter. 

Doubts  as  to  the  ability  of  Chauncey  Swan 
and  a  vague  suspicion  that  accounts  of  the 
public  buildings  were  not  quite  accurate  led 
to  the  appointment  of  a  committee  by  the 
Assembly  to  investigate  affairs  at  Iowa  City. 
This  was  in  December,  1840.  The  commit- 
tee proceeded  to  the  capitol,  where  they  were 
cordially  welcomed  by  the  townsmen  and 
invited  to  a  public  dinner.  After  examining 
the  plans,  material  and  workmanship  of  the 
Capitol,  the  committee  thoroughly  inspected 
all  papers  and  accounts  found  in  the  office  of 
the  acting  commissioner,  the  condition  of  all 
of  which  was  embodied  in  a  detailed  report 
to  the  Assembly.  This  report,  while  it  re- 
vealed the  fact  that  some  papers  and  ac- 
counts were  not  made  out  in  the  most  busi- 
ness-like manner,  contains  no  charges  of 
corruption. 

All  this,  however,  led  to  a  change  in  the 
management  of  affairs  at  Iowa  City.  An 
act  passed  in  January,  1841,  created  two 
new  offices,  namely:  the  office  of  "Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Buildings"  and  the  office 
of  "Territorial  Agent."  The  duties  which 
had  heretofore  belonged  to  the  acting  com- 
missioner were  now  divided  between  these 
two  officers,  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  having  charge  of  the  erection  of 
the  Capitol,  and  the  Territorial  Agent,  act- 
ing as  secretary  and  treasurer,  having  charge 
of  the  sales  of  lots.  For  the  year  1841, 
Chauncey  Swan  was  appointed  Superinten- 
dent of  Public  Buildings,  and  Jesse  Wil- 
liams, Territorial  Agent. 

Agreeable  to  the  directions  of  the  Assem- 
bly, the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings 
now  "proceeded  with  a  vigorous  prosecution 
of  the  work"  on  the  Capitol.     During  the 
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months  of  March  and  April  a  competent 
number  of  hands  were  employed  and  set  to 
work.  Yet  it  was  impossible  to  put  the  Cap- 
itol in  readiness  to  accommodate  the  Legis- 
lative Assembly  in  December.  The  condi- 
tion of  the  building  at  that  time  was  de- 
scribed as  follows :  'The  walls  of  the  Cap- 
itol on  the  east  front  are  raised  to  the  bot- 
tom of  the  cornice,  being  thirty-five  feet  from 
the  ground.  The  walls  of  the  west  front 
and  the  ends  of  the  building  are  thirty  feet 
from  the  ground.  The  east  portico  has  also 
been  raised  this  season." 

For  the  year  1842,  Wm.  B.  Snyder  was 
appointed  Superintendent  of  Public  Build- 
ings, and  John  M.  Coleman,  Territorial 
Agent,  both  thoroughly  efficient  and  com- 
petent men.  Thinking  that  the  rock  that 
was  being  used  in  the  Capitol  was  of  an  in- 
ferior quality,  Mr.  Snyder,  after  some  pre- 
liminary examination,  discovered  a  very 
promising  bed  of  rock  about  ten  miles  north- 
west of  Iowa  City,  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
Iowa  river.  This  quarry — knowfn  from  that 
time  as  the  Old  Capitol  Quarry — was  opened 
and  boats  were  prepared  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  rock  down  the  river.  On  the  first 
day  of  April  the  cutting  of  this  new  stone 
was  begun  at  the  Capitol.  Much  of  the 
rock  already  laid  in  the  walls  was  replaced 
by  the  superior  material  from  the  new  quarry. 
During  this  season  the  roof  was  raised  and 
covered  with  "Alleghany  shingles"  pur- 
chased in  Cincinnati.  The  Capitol  was  in 
this  condition  when,  on  the  first  Monday  in 
December.  1842.  the  furniture  having  been 
removed  from  Butler's  Capitol,  the  Fifth 
Legislative  Assembly  of  the  Territory  of 
Iowa  met  within  its  walls. 

With  an  unfinished  interior,  semi-erected 
porticoes  and  no  cupola — thus  the  Capitol 
remained  for  a  number  of  years.  After  Iowa 
had  become  a  State,  appropriations  were 
made  from  time  to  time  for  its  completion. 
But  to  this  day  the  old  stone  Capitol  stands 
unfinished,  the  portico  on  the  west  front  be- 
ing entirely  wanting. 

FINANCIAL   HISTORY  OF  THE  CAPITOL. 

The  financial  history  of  the  Capitol,  which 
to  be  properly  understood  must  be  separately 
considered,  is  truly  significant.  It  explains 
the  difficulties  under  which  Iowa's  first  Cap* 


itol  was  erected,  the  long  delayed  completion 
of  that  Capitol,  the  interference  on  the  part 
of  the  Territory  with  the  price  of  Iowa  City 
real  estate,  and  the  money  famine  that 
existed  in  Iowa  City  from  1841  to  1844. 
Furthermore,  it  illustrates  admirably  the 
law  that  bad  money  tends  to  drive  out  good 
money,  the  parsimony  of  the  early  Legisla- 
tive Assemblies,  state  opposition  to  corpora- 
tions, and  that  tendency  to  over  legislation 
characteristic  of  new  commonwealths. 

In  the  first  place,  Congress  donated  to 
the  Territory  of  Iowa  $20,000  for  public 
buildings,  and  a  section  of  land  on  which  to 
erect  said  buildings.  This  was  certainly  not 
a  large  donation ;  but  from  the  outset  it  was 
the  fixed  policy  of  the  Territory  to  erect  its 
Capitol  out  of  the  funds  created  by  the 
$20,000  of  cash  and  the  proceeds  of  the  lots 
laid  out  on  the  section  of  land  selected  as 
the  site  for  the  Capitol.  It  was  the  persist- 
ence on  the  part  of  the  Territory  in  carrying 
out  this  policy  that  led  to  the  financial  diffi- 
culties involved  in  the  erection  of  the  Cap- 
itol, to  its  long  delayed  completion,  and 
finally  to  a  breach  of  faith  on  the  part  of  the 
Territory. 

No  sooner  was  it  discovered  after  the 
sales  of  '39  that  the  proceeds  of  the  lots  at 
the  seat  of  government  would  not  meet  the 
immediate  expenses  of  erecting  the  Capitol, 
than  the  Territory,  ignoring  the  laws  of 
supply  and  demand,  appeared  as  a  "bull"  in 
the  market  and  attempted  to  raise  the  price 
of  Iowa  City  real  estate.  This  was  to  be 
accomplished  by  means  of  legislative  enact- 
ments fixing  the  average  minimum  price  of 
the  lots  in  Iowa  City.  The  first  legislation 
was  exceedingly  bold.  By  an  act  approved 
on  the  24th  of  June.  1840,  the  Assembly  di- 
rected a  valuation  of  the  lots  to  be  made  that 
would  not  reduce  the  total  valuation  below 
the  average  sum  of  $300  per  lot,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  the  average  price  paid 
for  lots  the  preceding  season  was  only  $146. 
But  the  interference  on  the  part  of  the  Ter- 
ritory to  raise  the  price  of  lots  met  with  no 
success.  For  in  less  than  seven  months 
after  the  approval  of  the  act  of  June  24th, 
the  Assemblv  ordered  the  average  minimum 
valuation  per  lot  reduced  from  $300  to  $200. 
Again  in  February.  1842.  the  Territorial 
Agent  was  directed  to  reduce  the  average 
minimum  price  of  the  unsold  lots,  and  of 
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any  and  all  lots  which  had  become  forfeited, 
fifty  per  cent  below  the  prices  fixed  thereon 
Jby  the  last  valuation.  In  1843  the  average 
minimum  price  was  reduced  to  $80  per  lot. 

Even  after  these  sweeping  reductions  lots 
could  hardly  be  sold  at  any  price.  In  1845, 
Morgan  Reno,  the  Territorial  Treasurer, 
gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  unsold  lots 
would  not  sell  for  more  than  an  average  of 
$30.  In  that  year  twenty  lots  were  sold  at 
the  average  price  of  $14  per  lot. 

The  causes  which  compelled  the  Territory 
to  make  such  great  reductions  are  evident. 
The  valuation  in  the  first  instance  was  much 
too  high;  the  stream  of  immigration  had 
ceased  to  flow  in  so  rapidly;  good  desirable 
lots  purchased  at  the  first  sales  by  specula- 
tors were  afterw  ards  offered  at  prices  more 
reasonable  than  those  fixed  by  the  Territory 
upon  the  remaining  unsold  lots;  and  being 
short  of  money  the  territorial  agents  had 
issued  large  amounts  of  scrip  for  labor  and 
material  on  the  Capitol,  which  scrip  was 
good  for  its  face  value  only  in  payment  for 
lots  purchased  of  the  Territory.  Many 
laboring  men  who  had  purchased  lots  with 
this  scrip  would  offer  their  lots  at  a  sacrifice 
in  order  to  get  United  States  money.  In 
competition  with  the  speculators  and  the 
scrip-purchased  lots  the  Territory  was  out- 
done. 

In  the  meantime,  while  the  Legislative 
Assembly  was  admirably  illustrating  the 
foolishness  of  the  attempt  to  artificially  raise 
the  price  of  Iowa  City  real  estate  by  means 
of  legislation,  the  acting  commissioner  and 
territorial  agents  were  evolving  a  novel 
monetary  scheme,  which  in  the  end  all  but 
resulted  in  complete  ruin. 

In  this  Chauncey  Swan  took  the  initia- 
tive, when  in  1840  he  sold  lots  to  the  amount 
of  several  thousand  dollars  to  be  paid  for  in 
labor  and  material  on  the  Capitol.  Men  who 
worked  on  the  Capitol  were  paid  in  Iowa 
City  real  estate  certificates  which  were  re- 
ceivable at  the  office  of  the  acting  commis- 
sioner in  payment  for  lots.  In  1841,  Jesse 
Williams,  the  Territorial  Agent,  went  a  step 
farther  than  his  predecessor.  Mr.  Williams 
issued  certificates  of  indebtedness  to  labor- 
ers and  other  creditors  of  the  Territory  on 
account  of  the  Capitol,  payable  to  the  bearer 
and  receivable  in  payment  of  any  debts  due 


the  office.  Notes  or  certificates  of  indebted- 
ness of  this  sort  were  issued  during  the  year 
1840  to  the  amount  of  $4,285.60.  Many  of 
these  certificates  naturally  found  their  way 
into  the  hands  of  men  who  were  debtors  of 
the  Territory  for  lots  purchased.  Thus  the 
certificates  would  in  the  course  of  time  re- 
turn to  the  office  of  the  Territorial  Agent 

It  will  be  observed,  however,  that  while 
the  certificates  of  indebtedness  served  well 
enough  as  a  medium  of  exchange,  they  as 
inferior  money  drove  the  lawful  United 
States  currency  out  of  the  office  of  the  Ter- 
ritorial Agent;  and  the  difficulty  now  re- 
solved itself  into  the  problem,  how  to  get 
enough  good  money  to  meet  the  demands 
of  the  office.  There  was  but  one  recourse — 
a  loan.  Accordingly  on  the  28th  of  June, 
1841,  the  Territorial  Agent  made  a  loan  of 
$5,000  of  the  Miner's  Bank  of  Dubuque,  and 
on  the  30th  of  September  of  the  same  year 
an  additional  loan  of  $500.  Both  loans  were 
negotiated  on  the  faith  of  the  unsold  lots  in 
Iowa  City.  The  $5,000  note  was  to  be  paid 
at  the  Bank  of  America  in  the  City  of  New 
York,  eighteen  months  after  date,  with  in- 
terest at  the  rate  of  seven  per  cent  per  an- 
num, payable  quarterly  at  the  State  Bank  of 
Missouri  in  the  City  of  St.  Louis ;  while  the 
$500  nc»te,  with  the  same  rate  of  interest, 
was  to  be  paid  nine  months  after  date  at  the 
State  Bank  of  Missouri  in  the  City  of  St. 
I  ouls.  But  to  the  disgrace  and  humiliation 
of  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  the  $500  note  was 
protested  at  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  and  the 
$5,000  note  was  not  fully  settled  until  the 
year  1847,  being  nearly  five  years  after  it 
had  become  due.  And  in  the  meantime,  the 
Assembly  of  Iowa,  had  closed  the  doors  of 
the  Miner's  Bank.  When  paid,  the  Treas- 
urer's report  shows  that  this  debt  amounted 
to  $6,931.23. 

It  was,  however,  in  1842  that  the  mone- 
tary scheme  adopted  by  the  Territorial 
Agents  came  to  its  logical  conclusion — 
repudiation.  The  large  number  of  hands 
employed  in  March  and  April  were  all  paid 
in  scrip,  issued  and  based  exclusively  on  un- 
sold lots,  and  made  payable  to  the  bearer  and 
receivable  at  the  office  for  all  sales  made 
after  the  first  day  of  May.  The  town  was 
flooded  with  this  scrip,  and  United  States 
money  began  rapidly  to  disappear. 

At  the  office  of  the  Territorial  Agent  the 
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money  famine  took  a  serious  turn.  The 
laborers  at  the  quarry  and  on  the  Capitol 
demanded  at  least  money  enough  to  supply 
their  daily  wants;  for  the  scrip  would  not 
always  pass  with  the  merchants  for  goods, 
neither  would  it  be  taken  by  the  farmers  for 
provisions.  And  all  the  while  this  scrip  of 
'42,  along  with  certificates  of  '40  and  '41, 
was  being  returned  to  the  office  in  payment 
for  lots  and  for  redemption.  In  this  almost 
hopeless  condition,  the  Territorial    Agent, 


manifest  intention  of  the  Assembly  to  have 
the  work  on  the  Capitol  carried  on  without 
further  delay.  Good  United  States  money 
was  necessary  to  prosecute  the  work ;  and  to 
obtain  this  money  repudiation  was  neces- 
sary. As  to  the  technical  discrimination,  he 
explained  that  the  scrip  of  '42  having  been 
issued  on  the  basis  of  unsold  lots  and  re- 
ceivable for  lots  sold  after  the  first  day  of 
May,  he  did  not  consider  himself  bound  to 
redeem  it  in  any  other  way.     Furthermore. 


The  Patriarch  Lak%  Capitol  Square.     Torn  out  in  i8w%  to  make   room  for  the  new  collegiate  building 

of  the  State  University. 


prohibited  by  the  Legislative  Assembly  from 
making  any  loans,  l>egan  to  repudiate  scrip 
and  certificates  issued  by  his  own  office.  It 
was  but  a  partial  repudiation,  based  upon 
technical  discrimination,  and  naturally 
caused  much  dissatisfaction  throughout  the 
town.  The  Territorial  Agent  was  finally 
called  upon  to  explain  his  actions  to  the  As- 
sembly. WhereujHm  he  set  forth  the  whole 
matter,  seeking  justification  in  the  fact  that 
his  course  of  action  was  in  keeping  with  the 


in  refusing  to  accept  certificates  of  the  issues 
of  '40  and  '41  in  jmyment  for  arrears  on 
lots  sold  in  1839.  he  maintained  that  these 
certificates  were  based  on  lots  sold  in  '40 
and  '41  and  not  on  lots  sold  previous  to  that 
time.  The  plain  fact  in  the  matter  was,  the 
Territorial  Agent  resorted  to  repudiation 
localise  it  was  his  only  means  of  getting 
money,  and  he  adopted  a  technical  discrim- 
ination to  give  this  repudiation  the  face  of 
justice. 
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COST  OF  THE   CAPITOL. 

The  reports  of  the  acting  commissioner 
and  territorial  agents  are  so  compiled  that 
it  is  impossible  to  work  out  with  any  satis- 
factory degree  of  accuracy  the  sums  total  of 
the  receipts  and  expenditures  involved  in 
the  erection  of  the  Capitol.  Some  of  the  ac- 
counts of  Chauncey  Swan  are  exceedingly 
vague  and  indefinite.  The  repdrts  are  all 
too  general  and  by  no  means  uniform.  Ac- 
counts on  the  Capitol  are  often  inseparably 
connected  with  expenditures  arising  from 
the  town  surveys  and  improvements. 

I  will,  however,  venture  several  approxi- 
mations, which,  although  not  strictly  cor- 
rect, are  of  sufficient  accuracy  as  general  es- 
timates. The  receipts  arising  from  the  sales 
of  lots  from  1839  to  1846  amounted  to  about 
$75,000.  The  special  cash  appropriation  of 
Congress  was  320,000.  At  the  Miners' 
Bank  $5,500  w?s  borrowed.  And  after  be* 
ing  admitted  ir.t  >  the  Union  the  State  made 
appropriations  of  between  $15,000  and 
$20,000.  This  would  make  as  receipts  the 
total  sum  of  abcut  $1 17,000.  After  deduct- 
ing from  this  sum  $5,000  for  expenses  con- 
nected with  the  town  surveys  and  incidental 
matters,  there  remains  the  sum  of  $112,000 
for  the  erection  of  the  Capitol. 

From  another  line  of  investigation  I  come 
to  nearly  the  same  estimate.  After  taking 
from  the  reports  those  accounts  which  seem 
to  pertain  to  the  Capitol  alone,  I  find  that 
they  amount  in  total  to  nearly  $111,500. 
We  may,  therefore,  I  think,  safely  estimate 
the  cost  of  the  Capitol  in  round  numbers  as 
$112,000. 

LOCAL     GOVERNMENT    OF    THE    TERRITORIAL 
CAPITAL. 

As  the  territorial  capitol,  Iowa  City,  had 
no  corporate  form  of  municipal  government. 
In  this  respect  it  was  behind  the  other  im- 
portant towns  of  the  Territory. 


But  it  was  certainly  not  the  fault  of  the 
Legislative  Assembly  that  Iowa  City  did 
not  sooner  become  an  organized  municipal 
corporation,  for  as  early  as  January,  1841, 
an  act  was  passed  to  incorporate  the  town 
under  a  special  charter.  Rejected  at  the 
time  of  its  first  passage,  this  act  was  suc- 
cessively revived  in  1842  and  in  1844.  As 
10  the  rejection  of  the  act  after  its  second 
revival  in  1844,  the  Capital  Reporter  com- 
ments editorially  as  follows:  "We  are  grati- 
fied in  being  able  to  state  that  the  good  sense 
of  our  citizens  has  rejected  the  act  for  the 
incorporation  of  our  city,  revived  at  its  last 
session  by  the  Legislature.  Had  this  act  of 
incorporation  gone  into  force,  the  conse- 
quences would  have  been  in  all  probability 
that  our  present  taxes  would  have  been  at 
least  doubled  within  one  year — and  the  city 
hut  -!ttle  benefited  by  the  additional  bur- 
den "  The  dread  of  the  extra  burden  of 
taxation  undoubtedly  had  much  to  do  with 
the  rejection  of  the  charter. 

Another  potent  factor  which  meets  us  in 
the  consideration  of  the  attitude  of  the  town 
towards  municipal  9-ov^rnment  is  the  pecu- 
liar circumstance  which  always  confronts  us 
when  we  attempt  to  analyze  the  character  of 
Iowa  City.  I  refer  to  the  fact  that  Iowa 
City  was  originally  founded  and  owned  by 
the  Territory. 

During  the  first  six  years  of  its  existence, 
Iowa  Citv  wa«  virtuaVy  controlled  and  man- 
aged by  the  officers  who  had  charge  of  the 
affair*  >f  the  Territory  at  the  Capitol.  From 
1839  to  1841  this  officer  was  styled  "Acting 
Commissioner."  From  1841  to  1845  ^e  was 
styled  "Territorial  Agent,"  and  shared  his 
duties  and  influence  with  another  officer 
known  as  "Superintendent  of  Public  Build- 
ings." These  officers,  it  is  true,  were  clothed 
with  no  municipal  authority;  but  by  virtue 
of  the  high  prestige  of  their  offices  they  had 
a  great  influence  in  local  matters. 


EDUCATIONAL  BEGINNINGS  AT    THE   CAPITOL. 


These  beginnings,  although  tiny  when 
contemplated  in  the  light  of  our  present  in- 
stitutions, do,  nevtrtheless,  reflect  much 
credit  upon  the  character  of  the  early  in- 
habitants of  Iowa  City  and  the  Territory  of 
Iowa.     Such  a  luxuriant  growth  of  schools 


as  sprung  up  during  Hie  first  decade  cer- 
tainly indicates  a  richness  of  soil ;  and  if 
they  Hcd  prematurely,  that  was  due  to  their 
own  over-abundance.  Education,  at  first 
confined  to  private  schools,  was  taken  up 
after  a  few  years  by  academies  and  colleges, 
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wfich  in  turn  were  succeeded  by  the  former 
system  of  private  enterprise.  The  private 
schools  reigned  for  about  six  years,  when 
they  were  superseded  by  the  free  public 
schools  established  by  the  town  council. 

It  was  in  the  year  1840  that  Jesse  Berry 
opened  the  first  school  in  Iowa  City  in  a 
one-story  frame  building,  which  he  had 
erected  on  College  street  in  block  84.  Here, 
in  this  building — which  was  used  as  school 
house,  church  and  court  house — the  children 
of  Iowa  City  first  met  to  learn  to  read  and 
v  rite  and  spell  and  count.  Jesse  Berry  was 
a  "school-master"  of  the  "old  school  days" 
of  which  the  present  generation  knows  but 


incorporation  of  a  certain  "Iowa  Seminary" 
as  early  as  December  1840.  This  Mutual  Aid 
Association  was  organized  on  the  6th  of 
January,  1841,  by  seven  Iowa  City  mechan- 
ics. It  was  a  thoroughly  public-spirited  as- 
sociation and  at  once  became  very  popular, 
increasing  its  membership  from  seven  to 
sixty  in  the  course  of  one  year.  The  great- 
est work  of  the  association  was  the  found- 
ing of  the  "Mechanics'  Academy." 

The  academy  building  was  erected  in 
1842  on  the  "School  Reserve"  east  of  the 
"City  Park,"  the  south  half  of  which  reserve 
was  donated  in  1842,  and  the  north  half  in 
1844  to  the  Mechanics'  Association,  for  lit- 


Tke  Mechanics*  Academy. 


little.  He  was  a  faithful  teacher  and  highly 
respected  throughout  the  town.  Sometime, 
during  the  same  year,  I.  M.  Choate  opened 
another  private  school  on  Market  street,  in 
that  little  old  frame  building  which  still 
stands  on  the  north  side  of  block  78,  just 
back  of  the  English  Lutheran  church. 

mechanics'  academy. 

The  movement  in  favor  of  higher  educa- 
tional institutions  was  inaugurated  by  the 
"Mechanics'  Mutual  Aid  Association  of 
Iowa  City"  in    1842 — notwithstanding  the 


erary  purposes.  On  the  14th  of  June  the 
corner  stone  was  laid,  and  a  proud  day  that 
was  for  the  meml>ers  of  the  association. 
"Agreeable  to  invitation,  the  citizens  assem- 
bled al)out  2  o'clock  in  the  temporary  State 
House  for  the  purjx>se  of  forming  a  proces- 
sion and  marching  to  the  building  to  wit- 
ness the  ceremony  of  laying  the  corner  stone 
of  the  Mechanics'  Academy.  Business  was 
suspended  and  all  classes  left  their  occupa- 
tions, and  devoted  the  afternoon  to  the  rec- 
reations attendant  upon  the  occasion.  The 
procession  formed  alxnit  4  o'clock;  and  after 
marching  through  the  principal  streets  of  the 
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city,  proceeded  to  the  ground.  At  the  head 
of  the  procession  we  noticed  different  clergy- 
men of  the  city,  next  came  the  invited  guests 
of  the  Association,  then  the  officers  of  the 
Association,  the  teachers  and  children  of 
the  different  schools,  and  a  large  concourse 
of  citizens  brought  up  the  rear.  The  choir 
of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church  lent 
their  aid  in  the  entertainment."  The  ora- 
tion of  the  day  was  delivered  by  the  Rev. 
John  Libby. 

Filled  with  enthusiasm  for  the  enterprise 
so  favorably  begun,  the  mechanics  pushed 
forward  the  work  on  the  academy  with  much 
vigor.  A*  in  the  erection  of  a  dam  by  the 
Iowa  City  Manufacturing  Company,  little 
money  was  required  to  carry  on  this  educa- 
tional enterprise.  For  the  stockholders  paid 
for  their  shares  in  labor  and  material;  the 
mason  contributed  his  labor  in  the  laying  of 
the  walls,  and  the  carpenter  his  skill  and  his 
lumber.  In  this  novel  manner  the  mechan- 
ics erected  a  two-story  brick  building  fifty- 
four  and  a  half  feet  long  by  twenty-six  and 
a  half  feet  wide.  When  completed  it  was 
the  finest  school  building  in  all  the  Territory. 
Within  its  walls  the  State  University  of 
Iowa  had  its  beginning. 

In  i860  the  university  rented  the  academy 
building  for  a  period  of  five  years  at  an 
annual  rent  of  $&oo.  By  this  time  the  bulk 
of  the  stock  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of 
Robert  Hutchinson,  who  in  a  deal  with  the 
university  gave  up  all  his  claim  to  this  prop- 
erty in  exchange  for  a  lot  on  College  street, 
which  had  come  into  the  possession  of  the 
university  on  the  foreclosure  of  a  mortgage. 
In  1 866,  however,  the  General  Assembly  de- 
clared that  the  original  "School  Reserve"  as 
granted  to  the  Mechanics'  Mutual  Aid  Asso- 
ciation had  reverted  to  the  state  because  it 
had  been  used  for  other  than  "literary  pur- 
poses" ;  and  in  order  to  give  the  university  a 
clear  title  to  the  property  the  General  As- 
sembly redonated  the  "  reserve"  to  the  uni- 
versity.* 

The  academy  was  divided  into  two  de- 
partments: a  "male  department"  and  a  "fe- 
male department."  The  female  department 
was  opened  to  students  as  early  as  June, 
1843;  while  the  male  department  was  first 
organized  in  October.  During  the  winter 
session  of  1843-44,  one  hundred  and  twenty 
students  were  enrolled.    Messrs.  W.  Hamil- 


ton and  H.  Hamilton,  assisted  by  Mrs. 
Hampton,  conducted  the  school  under  the 
direction  of  the  trustees. 

With  all  its  favorable  and  promising  be- 
ginnings the  Mechanics'  Academy  was  soon 
abandoned.  The  members  of  the  associa- 
tion lost  interest  in  the  institution  and  left 
it  to  die  for  want  of  proper  support.  It  is 
very  probable  that  it  would  have  developed 
into  a  first-class  academy  had  not  so  many 
other  schools  sprung  up  about  that  time  to 
rob  it  of  its  patronage. 

SNETHEN  SEMINARY. 

The  "Snethen  Seminary"  was  established 
in  1844  by  the  Illinois  Conference  of  the 
Methodist  Protestant  denomination.  Ac- 
cording to  the  original  plan  of  organization 
there  was  to  be  a  preparatory,  a  collegiate 
and  a  theological  department.  W.  B.  Sny- 
der was  the  chief  promoter  of  the  institu- 
tion, and  W.  K.  Talbot  was  the  principal 
teacher.  The  Methodist  Protestant  church 
on  Iowa  Avenue  was  used  for  recitation 
purposes.  Snethen  Seminary  was  never  a 
strong  school,  and  when  trouble  arose  with 
the  principal,  Mr.  Talbot,  it  went  down  rap- 
idly. Its  total  existence  fell  short  of  two 
years. 

IOWA    CITY    COLLEGE. 

By  an  act  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  ap* 
proved  February  15th,  1843,  "Iowa  City 
College"  was  incorporated.  Established  by 
and  under  the  auspices  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  this  college  was  to  be 
founded  upon  "a  plan  most  suitable  for  the 
benefit  of  the  youth  of  every  class  of  citizens 
and  of  every  religious  denomination,  who 
shall  be  freely  admitted  to  equal  advantages 
and  privileges."  The  board  of  trustees,  to- 
gether with  the  faculty,  were  granted  the 
power  "to  confer  upon  the  deserving  any 
and  all  degrees  in  the  arts  and  in  the  learned 
professions."  The  north  half  of  block  five 
was  donated  to  the  college,  provided  that  a 
college  edifice  be  erected  thereon  within  a 
limited  time. 

On  the  3rd  of  April,  1843,  the  board  of 
trustees  were  sworn  in  with  the  Rev.  James 
L.  Thompson  as  President;  and  in  April, 
1846,  the  college  was  organized  by  James 
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Harlan,  who  took  charge  of  the  institution 
as  "President  and  Professor  of  Mental  and 
Moral  Science."  Mr.  Harlan  was  assisted 
by  an  additional  professor  and  several  in- 
structors. The  grade  of  studies  actually 
taught  was  preparatory.  For  recitation  and 
other  school  purposes  the  college  occupied 
the  edifice  on  Iowa  Avenue,  formerly  owned 
and  occupied  by  the  Methodist  Protestant 
denomination.  Like  its  predecessors,  Iowa 
City  College  was  in  active  operation  less 
than  two  years.  It  was  brought  to  a  close 
primarily  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Harlan. 
During  its  existence  it  was  satisfactorily 
successful  as  a  college  preparatory  school. 

IOWA  CITY  UNIVERSITY. 

Iowa  City  University  was  incorporated  by 
an  act  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  apprpyed 
June  2nd,  1845.  The  act  provided:  That 
the  university  shall  be  under  the  direction  of 
a  board  of  thirty  regents,  who  shall  hold 
their  first  meeting  at  the  Capitol  on  the  first 
Monday  in  June,  1845;  that  the  first  board 
of  regents  chosen  by  the  stockholders  shall 
be  elected  on  the  first  Monday  in  March, 
1845,  and  ever  afterwards  once  in  every 
three  years ;  that  the  stock  of  said  university 
shall  consist  of  shares  of  twenty-five  dollars 
each;  that  the  Governor  of  Iowa  shall  be, 
ex-oflkio,  President  of  the  Board  of  Re- 
gents ;  that  the  Board  of  Regents  shall  have 
power  to  connect  with  the  university  a  Law 
School  and  a  Medical  School,  and  may  ad- 
mit charity  students,  receive  donations  and 
bequests  for  the  university,  and  confer  any 
and  all  degrees  in  the  arts  and  in  the  learned 
professions— and  in  conferring  such  honors 
any  person  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  Council 
or  House  of  Representatives  shall  be  en- 
titled to  a  seat  and  vote  with  the  Board  of 
Regents. 

Besides  the  articles  of  incorporation,  the 
only  other  source  of  information  regarding 
this  university  is  a  small  bundle  of  letters 
and  papers  preserved  in  the  library  of  the 
State  Historical  Society.  From  these  we 
learn  that  James  Robinson  was  President  of 
the  Iowa  City  University,  and  in  the  ab- 
sence of  the  Governor,  served  as  President 
of  the  Board  of  Regents;  that  George  S. 
Hampton  was  Secretary;  that  agents  were 
sent  out  to  solicit  "donations  and  bequests ;" 


and  that  "the  multiplicity  of  agents  for  the 
various  benevolent  causes  and  the  Society  to 
aid  Western  Colleges"  were  a  "great  hind- 
rance" to  these  university  agents.  Further- 
more, we  learn  from  these  same  papers  that 
it  was  resolved,  "That  there  be  a  preparatory 
department  to  the  Iowa  City  University 
which  shall  go  into  immediate  operation, 
and  also  that  classes  be  organized  for  the 
university  itself  as  fast  as  students  may  be 
obtained  or  are  sufficiently  advanced  for  the 
purpose;"  that  "any  selected  professor  of 
the  university  who  shall  obtain  funds  suffi- 
cient to  endow  a  professorship  shall  be  per- 
manently continued ;"  that  the  practical  du- 
ties of  religion  may  be  recommended  by  the 
professors  to  the  students  of  the  university, 
yet  no  sectarian  tenets  shall  be  taught  to  the 
students  of  said  university;  that  students 
who  are  unable  to  defray  the  expense  of  tui- 
tion, on  producing  evidence  thereof,  shall  be 
entitled  to  have  their  tuition  free,  provided 
they  evince  a  scholarship  to  entitle  them  to 
this  favor." 

The  committee  appointed  to  employ  in- 
structors for  the  preparatory  department  re- 
ported that  they  had  secured  the  services  of 
the  Rev.  W.  R.  Talbot,  the  Rev.  W.  D.  Tal- 
bot and  the  Rev.  Charles  R.  Fisk  as  said  in- 
structors. 

A  committee  also  recommended  "that  the 
sessions  of  each  department  consist  of  five 
calendar  months  each,  and  that  all,  except 
such  as  with  whom  a  special  agreement  is 
made  at  entrance,  by  the  trustees  or  profes" 
sors,  be  taxed  for  not  less  than  a  whole  ses- 
sion, unless  in  the  opinion  of  the  trustees 
they  are  detained  by  sickness,  and  the  prices 
of  tuition  be  per  session,  as  follows : 
For  Orthography,  Reading,  Writing, 

Mental  Arithmetic $3-75 

For  Orthography,  Arithmetic,  Gram- 
mar and  the  commencement  Latin . .   6.00 
Modern  and  Ancient  Geography,  His- 
tory, Elements  of  Astronomy,  Nat- 
ural, Mental  and  Moral  Philosophy, 
Mineralogy,  Geology,  Botany,  Rhe- 
toric,   Logis,    Mathematics,        etc., 
and  the  remaining  Collegiate  studies .   8. 50 
To  the  above  prices  $1.00  per  session  to 
be  added  where  payment  is  delayed  to  the 
close  of  the  session. 

Agents  of  the  Iowa  City  University  went 
so  far  south  as  Kentucky  and  as  far  east  as 
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Boston  to  solicit  donations.  In  the  library 
of  the  State  Historical  Society  there  are 
about  one  hundred  and  forty  volumes,  some 
of  them  over  one  hundred  years  old,  which 
were  presented  to  the  university. 

The  only  evidence  that  the  university  was 
ever  put  into  actual  operation  is,  that  in  the 
latter  part  of  March,  1846,  there  was  a  pub- 
he  examination,  and  at  the  public  exhibition 
given  on  the  1st  and  2nd  of  April  "the  orig- 
inal addresses,  dissertations,  dialogues  and 
disputations  of  the  young  ladies  and  gentle- 
men, a  portion  of  which  were  in  Greek  and 
Latin,  were  all  respectable,  and  many  of 
them  of  superior  quality." 

FROM    PRIVATE  TO  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 

The  whole  movement  toward  higher  edu- 
cation was  premature.  There  was  neither 
wealth  nor  patronage  in  Iowa  adequate  for 
its  proper  support.  Consequently,  the  birth 
of  Academy,  Seminary,  College,  and  Uni- 
versity, all  within  the  period  of  five  or  six 
years,  proved  fatal  to  all.  There  was  not 
oatronage  enough  for  all ;  and  in  the  strug- 
gle for  existence  they  strangled  each  other. 
Not  one  of  these  larger  institutions  survived, 
and  education  was  again  left  to  private  in- 
dividual enterprise. 

Thus  in  proportion  as  these  more  ambi- 
tious attempts  failed,  private  schools  flour- 
ished. Mr.  Choate's  school  had  continued 
all  the  while;  and  as  early  as  September, 
184 1.  Mrs.  Hulin  opened  a  school  for  young 
ladies  in  a  little  house  on  block  61,  near  the 
corner  of  Linn  and  Washington  streets. 
From  the  Standard  we  learn  that  in  1843 
there  were  two  private  schools  in  operation : 
one  conducted  by  Dr.  W.  Reynolds,  called 
the  "Select  School"  and  numbering  forty 
pupils;  the  other  numbering  thirty-five 
puoils  and  was  managed  by  Mr.  Hart. 

In  1844  there  was  still  another  private 
school,  known  as  the  "Iowa  City  Institute." 
Three  vears  later,  H.  W.  Lathrop  opened  a 
school  in  the  basement  of  the  old  Methodist 
Protestant  church.  From  1847  to  l853  pri- 
vate enterprises  in  education  reached  the 
acme  of  its  success. 

Rut  the  transition  from  private  to  public 
education  had  already  set  in  as  early  as 
1847.  Iowa  City  township  was  then  divided 
into  two  districts,  viz:  No.  1,  southern,  and 


No.  2,  northern.  On  the  25th  of  May, 
1847,  Mr.  A.  G.  Gower  opened  the  first  free 
public  school  in  a  building,  which  by  that 
time  had  become  noted  as  a  school  edifice — 
the  Methodist  Protestant  church  on  Iowa 
Avenue.  It  was  at  the  close  of  Mr,  Gower's 
first  term  that  Mr.  Lathrop*  opened  his 
school  in  the  same  building.  But  for  six 
years  after  this  beginning  the  free  schools 
were  of  little  consequence,  there  being  no 
adequate  funds  for  their  support.  There 
was  no  local  taxation  for  educational  pur- 
poses, and  the  apportionment  from  the  State 
was  meager. 

The  change  from  the  private  to  the  pub* 
lie  system  of  education  is  interestingly  illus- 
trated in  the  experience  of  H.  W.  Lathrop  in 
the  northern  district.  When  the  free  school 
wa?  closed  for  want  of  funds,  Mr.  Lathrop 
would  organize  private  classes.  But  when 
the  State  apportionment  was  received  he 
would  secure  the  contract  for  the  free  school, 
take  his  private  pupils  with  him  and  become 
a  public  teacher.  When  the  public  funds 
were  exhausted  he  would  again  organize  his 
private  classes.  But  after  the  incorporation 
of  Iowa  City  in  1853,  a^  this  came  to  an 
end,  and  an  efficient  system  of  ward  schools 
was  established  by  the  town  council. 

IOWA  FEMALE  COLLEGIATE  INSTITUTE. 

As  the  period  of  educational  beginnings 
was  coming  to  a  close  a  final  attempt  was 
made  to  establish  a  large  educational  insti- 
tution. The  scheme  this  time  was  inaugu- 
:  ateo1  by  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows, and  aimed  at  the  founding  of  a  fe- 
male seminary.  As  the  originator  of  this 
project  the  Rev.  A.  Russell  Belden  first  laid 
his  plans  before  the  lodge  on  the  20th  of 
July,  1853.  On  the  records  of  the  next 
meeting  of  the  lodge  appears  the  following: 
"Resolved,  That  this  lodge  subscribe  $600 
for  the  erection  of  a  Female  Seminary  in 
low?  City,  under  the  articles  of  incorpora- 
tion proposed  by  Bro.  A.  R.  Belden,  etc." 

Under  the  name  of  the  "Iowa  Female 
Collegiate  Institute"  the  proposed  institu- 
tion was  incorporated  for  a  period  of  twenty 
years,  beeinning  with  the  29th  day  of  July, 
'8*3-  The  capital  stock,  which  was  di- 
vided into  shares  of  twenty-five  dollars 
each,  was  not  to  exceed  twenty-five  thou- 
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sand  dollars  nor  be  less  than  five  thousand 
dollars,  and  was  to  be  "raised  by  voluntary 
donations  to  the  institution  by  encamp- 
ments, lodges,  members  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  other  friends  of 
the  enterprise."  One  hundred  dollars  in 
stock  secured  a  fellowship,  consisting  of  free 
tuition  in  all  branches  of  the  collegiate  de- 
partment for  twenty  years  or  for  life.  "The 
sole  government  of  the  school,  together  with 
*.he  use  of  the  buildings,  appurtenances,  and 
profits  of  said  school  shall  be  vested  in  A. 
Russell  Belden  and  Sarah  L.  Allen  during 
the  period  of  twenty  years  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  board  of  trustees.    The  board  of 


The  erection  of  the  seminary  building 
was  under  the  personal  direction  of  Mr. 
Belden,  who  indeed  was  the  chief  promoter 
of  the  whole  undertaking.  As  planned  by 
Mr.  Banbury,  the  building  was  to  be  con- 
structed of  brick,  thirty  by  eighty  feet  and 
three  stories  high.  By  the  month  of  August, 
^855,  the  walls  of  the  basement  and  first 
story  were  completed,  when  Mr.  Belden 
suddenly  died  of  Asiatic  cholera.  This  sad 
death  proved  disastrous  to  the  Iowa  Female 
Collegiate  Institute;  for  no  one  could  be 
:ound  with  the  ability  and  enthusiasm  neces- 
sary to  carry  on  the  work  so  successfully 
l.egun. 


First  State  School  in  Iowa  for  the  Deaf —  /ova  City,  /Sjj. 


trustees  shall  consist  of  the  principals  of 
the  institution  and  two  persons  chosen  annu- 
ally from  each  Uxlge  of  the  Independent  Or- 
der of  Odd  Fellows  in  Iowa  City." 

The  new  enterprise  had  the  confidence  of 
the  community  and  the  lodges,  and  six  thou- 
sand dollars  was  sj>eedily  raised.  The  use 
of  the  west  half  of  College  Green  (now 
known  as  College  Hill  Park)  was  granted 
by  the  town  council  as  a  site  for  the  sem- 
inary building,  which  was  located  near  the 
southwest  corner.  The  corner  stone  was 
laid  in  October.  C.  O.  Waters,  of  Musca* 
tine  delivered  the  address  on  this  occasion, 
and  R.  H.  Sylvester  read  a  poem. 


In  1856  C.  Billings  Smith  made  an  at- 
tempt to  revive  the  fallen  enterprise,  but 
met  with  complete  failure.  College  Green 
reverted  to  the  town,  and  in  the  course  of 
t;me  the  half-completed  walls  were  torn 
away.  With  the  downfall  of  the  Iowa  Fe- 
male Collegiate  Institute.  Iowa  City  wit- 
nessed the  last  failure  to  establish  a  large 
educational  institution  in  her  midst.  State 
institutions  now  l>ecame  the  principal  fac- 
tors in  Iowa  City's  educational  history. 

SCHOOL   FOR  THE  BLIND. 

By  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  ap- 
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proved  January  18th,  1853,  an  "Asylum  for 
the  Blind"  was  established  at  Iowa  City  un- 
der the  principalship  of  Samuel  Bacon.  The 
institution  was  opened  for  the  reception  of 
students  on  the  4th  of  April.  Mr.  Bacon 
was  assisted  by  T.  J.  McGittigen  as  in- 
structor in  music,  and  Mrs.  Sarah  K.  Bacon 
as  matron.  As  principal,  Mr.  Bacon,  though 
blind  himself,  conducted  the  institution 
with  eminent  success.  In  August,  1862,  the 
school  was  removed  from  Iowa  City  to  Vin- 
ton, in  Benton  County. 

SCHOOL  FOR  THE  DEAF  AND  DUMB. 

The  State  "Institution  for  the  Deaf  and 
cordance  with  an  act  of  the  General  As- 
sembly approved  January  24th,  1855.  At 
that  time,  out  of  the  three  hundred  and  one 
deaf  mutes  in  the  State,  fifty  attended  this 
State  school.  W.  E.  I  jams,  who  in  fact  had 
started  the  institution  as  a  private  school, 
was  made  principal ;  but  in  1862  he  resigned 
and  Benjamin  Talbot  was  appointed  in  his 
stead.  In  1866  a  strong  effort  was  made 
to  remove  the  institution  to  Des  Moines, 
which  failed.  Soon  afterwards,  however,  it 
was  removed  to  Council  Bluffs. 

CHURCHES. 

It  can  hardly  be  charged  that  Iowa  City 
was  the  seat  of  infidelity;  for  the  growth  of 
her  churches  was  as  luxuriant  as  the  growth 
o*  her  schools,  and  far  more  persistent.  Al- 
most from  the  very  beginning  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Iowa  City  were  surrounded  by  the 


most  favorable  religious  conditions.  Within 
a  single  decade  seven  different  societies  had 
been  organized  and  seven  church  buildings 
erected. 

The  impetus  and  diversity  given  to  re- 
ligious development  in  these  early  years 
were,  however,  in  a  measure  the  result  of 
an  outside  stimulus  as  found  in  the  liberal 
pclicy  of  making  certain  land  donations. 
This  policy  was  outlined  by  Chauncey  Swan 
in  1839,  when  on  the  town  plan  he  caused 
four  half-blocks  to  be  reserved  for  church 
purposes.  In  keeping  with  Mr.  Swan's  pol" 
icy  the  Legislative  Assembly  in  July,  1840, 
passed  "an  act  to  grant  certain  lots  of  land 
in  Iowa  City  for  church  and  literary  pur- 
poses." According  to  this  act  any  religious 
denomination  then  existing  in  the  United 
States  was  entitled  to  one  equal  half  of  any 
cf  the  reserved  half -blocks,  *  Conditioned 
that  they  will  erect  and  finish  on  said  lot  a 
meeting  house  or  place  of  worship  within 
three  years  from  the  passage  of  this  act" 
The  conditions  of  the  act,  it  will  be  ob- 
served, necessitated  immediate  action  on 
the  part  of  those  denominations  wishing  to 
obtain  the  benefits  of  the  land  donations. 

From  1840  to  1843  there  seems  to  have 
been  a  general  religious  movement  in  Iowa 
City,  which  resulted  in  the  organization  of 
local  branches  of  the  following  denomina- 
tions: Methodist  Episcopal,  Methodist  Pro- 
testant, Catholic,  Presbyterian,  New  School 
Presbyterian,  Baptist  and  Universalist  Of 
these  all  but  the  Presbyterian  and  New 
School  Presbyterian  built  on  lots  reserved 
and  granted  by  the  Territory  in  accordance 
with  the  conditions  above  named. 


THE  FIRST  STATE   CAPITOL. 


FIRST  CONSTITUTIONAL  CONVENTION. 

Iowa  City  is  pre-eminently  the  historical 
capitol  of  Iowa.  For  not  only  was  it  the 
permanent  capitol  of  the  Territory  of  Iowa, 
but,  upon  the  admission  of  the  Territory  into 
the  Union,  it  also  served  as  capitol  of  the 
State  for  a  period  of  twelve  years. 

Two  years  and  ten  months  after  the  first 
meeting  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  at 
Iowa  City,  "an  act  to  provide  for  the  ex- 
pression of  the  opinion  of  the  people  of  the 


Territory  of  Iowa  upon  the  subject  of  the 
formation  of  a  State  Constitution  for  the 
State  of  Iowa"  was  passed  by  the  Assembly 
and  approved  February  12th,  1844.  At  the 
township  elections  held  in  the  month  of 
April  following  the  passage  of  this  act,  the 
people  of  the  Territory  decided  by  large 
majorities  in  favor  of  a  constitutional  con- 
vention. Accordingly  at  the  next  regular 
election  seventy-two  delegates  were  chosen 
to  attend  such  a  convention. 

On  Monday,  October  7th,  1844,  the  dele- 
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gates  from  the  different  counties  of  the  Ter- 
ritory assembled  in  the  Capitol  at  Iowa  City 
to  draft  a  constitution  for  the  future  State. 
The  convention  was  called  to  order  by  Gen. 
Francis  Gehon,  of  Dubuque  County,  and 
upon  his  motion  Ralph  P.  Lowe,  of  Musca- 
tine, was  appointed  President  pro  tern.  The 
Rev.  Mr.  Snethen  opened  the  convention 
with  prayer.  After  the  delegates  had  pre- 
sented their  credentials,  committees  were 
appointed  to  examine  these  credentials  and 
prepare  rules  for  the  government  of  the 
convention. 

On  the  day  following,  Shepherd  Leffler, 
of  Des  Moines  County,  was  unanimously 
elected  President  of  the  convention.  After 
listening  to  a  short  speech  by  Mr.  Leffler 
the  delegates  at  once  vigorously  applied 
themselves  to  the  task  before  them  in  a  busi- 
ness-like manner.  A  constitution  having 
been  formulated,  the  first  constitutional  con- 
vention, after  a  session  of  twenty-four  days, 
adjourned  sine  die  on  the  morning  of  No- 
vember ist,  1844. 

THE  BOUNDARY  DISPUTE. 

But  when  the  constitution  of  1844  was 
presented  to  Congress  a  dispute  arose  be- 
tween Congress  and  the  people  of  the  Terri- 
tory over  the  auestion  of  State  boundaries. 
As  fixed  by  the  constitutional  convention 
rli«  boundaries  of  the  future  State  were : 

Beginning  in  the  middle  of  the  main 
channel  of  the  Mississippi  river  opnosite  the 
mouth  of  the  Des  Moines  river:  thence  up 
the  said  river  Des  Moines  in  the  middle  o? 
the  main  channel  thereof,  to  a  point  where 
it  is  intersected  bv  the  Old  Indian  Boundary 
line,  or  line  run  by  John  C.  Sullivan  in  the 
vear  181 6;  thence  westwardly  along  said 
line  to  the  "Old  Northwest  corner  of  Mis- 
souri :"  thence  due  west  to  the  middle  of  the 
main  channel  of  the  Missouri  river;  thence 
un  in  the  middle  of  the  main  channel  of  the 
river  last  mentioned  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Sioux  or  Calumet  river;  thence  in  a  direct 
line  to  the  middle  of  the  main  channel  of  the 
St.  Peter's  river,  where  the  Watonwan  river 
(according  to  Nicollet's  map)  enters  the 
same :  thence  down  the  middle  of  the  main 
channel  of  said  river  to  the  middle  of  the 
main    channel    of    the    Mississippi    river; 


thence  down  the  middle  of  the  main  channel 
of  said  river,  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

Congress  was  not  satisfied  with  these 
boundaries,  and  in  an  act  approved  March 
3rd,  1845,  ordered  that  part  of  the  constitu- 
tion which  referred  to  boundaries  to  read: 

Beginning  at  the  mouth  of  the  Des 
Moines  river,  at  the  middle  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, thence  by  the  middle  of  the  channel  of 
that  river  to  a  parallel  of  latitude  passing 
through  the  mouth  of  the  Mankato  or  Blue 
Earth  river,  thence  west  along  the  said  par- 
allel of  latitude  to  a  point  where  it  is  inter- 
sected by  a  meridian  line,  seventeen  degrees 
and  thirty  minutes  west  of  the  meridian  of 
Washington  city,  thence  due  south  to  the 
northern  boundary  line  of  the  state  of  Mis- 
souri, thence  eastwardly  following  that 
boundary  to  the  point  at  which  the  same  in- 
tersects the  Des  Moines  river,  thence  by  the 
middle  of  the  channel  of  that  river  to  the 
place  of  beginning. 

In  April  the  new  state  constitution  was 
submitted  to  the  people  of  the  Territory. 
But  the  people,  unwilling  to  accede  to  the 
few  conges  made  in  the  boundaries  by 
Congress,  rejected  the  constitution  entire. 
When  the  Legislative  Assembly  met  in  June, 
1845,  an  act  was  passed  ordering  the  con- 
stitution to  be  re-submitted  to  the  people  of 
the  Territory  upon  the  first  Monday  in 
August  for  their  ratification  or  rejection: 
"Provided,  That  the  ratification  of  the  con- 
stitution shall  not  be  construed  as  an  ac- 
ceptance of  the  boundaries  fixed  by  Congress 
in  the  late  act  of  admission,  and  the  admis- 
sion shall  not  be  deemed  complete  until 
whatever  condition  may*  be  imposed  by  Con- 
gress, shall  be  ratified  by  the  people."  At 
the  August  election  the  constitution  of  1844 
was  again  rejected  by  the  people  of  the  Ter- 
ritory. 

NEGRO   SUFFRAGE. 

In  these  early  days  there  existed  in  Iowa 
a  predominant  sentiment  against  negro 
suffrage.  Accordingly  the  provisions  relat- 
ing to  suffrage  incorporated  in  the  consti- 
tution drafted  in  1844  read:  "Every  white 
male,  etc."  Yet  there  did  exist  a  small 
minority  who  advocated  negro  suffrage ;  and 
when  the  convention  of  1844  met  at  Iowa 
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City  to  draft  a  constitution  for  the  future 
State,  a  petition,  praying  that  all  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  ot'ier  citizens  be  granted 
also  to  people  or  ~rlor,  was  presented  and 
read  to  the  convention.     A  few  days  after 
the  reading  of  the  petition,  the  committee 
appointed   to  consider  it  reported  that  in 
their   opinion  it  would  be  inexpedient  to 
grant  the  prayer  of  the  petition.     And  in 
support  of  their  position  the  committee  at- 
tempted to  reconcile  the  doctrine  of  expedi- 
ency with  the  social  compact  theory  of  gov- 
ernment, as  will  be  seen  in  the  following: 
"That  all  men  are  created  equal,  and  are 
endowed  by  their  Creator  with  equal  un- 
alienable rights,  your  committee  are  free  to 
admit:  That  so  far  as  nature  is  concerned 
those  rights  are  as  sacred  to  the  black  man 
as   the  white  man,  and  should  be   so   re- 
garded.    This,  however,  is  a  mere  abstract 
proposition,    and    although     strictly    true, 
when  applied  to  man  in  a  state  of  nature; 
yet  it  becomes  very  much  modified   when 
man  is  considered  in  the  artificial  state  in 
wh'ch  government  and  society  places  him. 
Thus  the  infant  is  not  entitled  to  liberty  or 
the  pursuits  of  happiness  until  he  arrives  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years.     Females  by 
the  arbitrary  rules  of  society  are  excluded 
and  debarred  from  many  things  which  males 
consider  rights  and  high  privileges — such  as 
the  elective    franchise,   holding   office,   etc. 
Xow  in  these  cases  the  female  and  infant  are 
cenietl  what  we  abstractly  term  unalienable 
rights,  and  they  submit  without  complaint 
<  r  murmur.    No  one  thinks  of  sympathizing 
\\ith  them  in  their  deprivations.     The  phil- 
anthropist has  never  had  occasion  to  com- 
miserate their  fate,  still  it  is  in  those  respects 
the  same  as  the  citizen  of  color.    The  negro 
is  surely  no  better  than  our  wives  and  chil- 
dren, and  should  not  excite  sympathy  when 
they  desire  the  political  rights  which  they 
arc  deprived  of. 

"The  great  error  that  exists  in  the  minds 
of  our  citizens  who  reason  in  favor  of  negro 
suffrage  and  citizenship,  arises  from  their 
mingling  the  natural  and  artificial  rights  of 
man,  and  treating  the  artificial  institutions 
of  government  as  sacred  and  as  undeniable 
to  man  as  the  abstract  rights  of  nature;  a 
position  which  is  untrue  in  point  of  fact, 
and  in  opposition  to  the  experience  of  the 
whole  world.  Governments  are  strictly  con- 


ventional, and  although  based  upon  the  laws 
of  nature,  they  are  necessarily  limited  and 
circumscribed  in  their  operation.  It  is  made 
for  those  who  are  to  be  benefitted  by  it,  and 
is  not  Lound  to  unbar  its  doors  and  receive 
every  vagrant  who  may  take  refuge  in  it. 

"Government  is  an  institution  or  an  asso- 
ciation entered  into  by  man,  the  very  consti- 
tution of  which  changes  or  modifies  to  a 
greater  or  less  extent  his  natural  rights. 
Some  are  surrendered,  others  modified.  The 
compensation  for  these  sacrifices,  is  found  in 
the  greater  security  in  those  rights  retained, 
and  a  cheapening  of  the  expense  of  protect- 
ing them.  It  is  a  means  sought  by  man  to 
make  more  available,  secure,  and  certain  his 
unalienable  rights  of  life,  liberty  and  the 
pursuits  of  happiners.  Thus  the  citizen  ac- 
quires a  species  of  property  in  his  govern- 
ment, which  he  has  a  right  to  enjoy  without 
molestation  and  without  disturLunce.  In 
forming  or  maintaining  a  government  it  is 
the  privilege  and  duty  of  those  who  have  or 
are  about  to  associate  together  for  that  pur- 
pose to  modify  and  limit  the  rights  or 
wholly  exclude  from  the  association,  any 
and  every  species  of  persons  who  would  en- 
danger, lessen  or  in  the  least  impair  the  en- 
joyment of  these  rights.  We  have  seen  that 
the  application  of  this  principle  limits  the 
rights  of  our  sons,  modifies  the  privileges 
of  our  wives  and  daughters,  and  would  not 
be  unjust  if  it  excluded  the  negro  altogether. 
— Tis  the  party  to  the  compact  that  should 
complain,  not  the  stranger.  Even  hospitality 
does  not  sanction  complaint  under  such  cir- 
cumstances. True,  these  persons  may  be  un- 
fortunate, but  the  government  is  not  unjust. 

"If  your  committee  are  correct  in  their 
views,  the  question  presented  for  considera- 
tion is  plainly  this :  Would  the  admission  of 
the  negro  as  a  citizen  tend  in  the  least  to 
lessen,  endanger  or  impair  the  enjoyment  of 
our  government  institutions — in  other  words 
would  the  accession  of  a  negro  population 
produce  any  of  these  consequences?  If  it 
would,  we  should  be  unwise  to  admit  them, 
if  it  would  not,  then  it  would  be  wanton 
and  wrong  to  exclude  them.  The  whole  sub- 
ject should  be  properly  treated  as  a  question 
of  policy  or  contract  where  self  interest  is 
just  as  properly  consulted,  as  in  the  promo- 
tion of  a  commercial  treaty  or  a  private  con- 
tract.    'Tis  the  white  population  who  are 
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about  to  form  a  government  for  themselves 
— no  negro  is  represented  in  this  conven- 
tion, and  ho  one  proposes  to  become  a  mem- 
ber of  the  compact.  Tis  the  white  popula- 
tion of  this  Territory  who  petition  for  the 
admission  of  the  negro.  They  necessarily 
believe  that  the  introduction  of  such  a  popu- 
lation as  citizens  would  not  interfere  with 
the  enjoyments  of  the  white  citizens,  or  they 
place  this  admission  on  the  ground  that  the 
negro  has  the  arbitrary  claim,  based  on  a 
natural  right.  The  proposition  would  stand 
thus: 


miserate  with  the  degraded  condition  of  the 
negroes,  and  feel  for  his  fate,  yet  they  can 
never  consent  to  open  the  doors  of  our  beau- 
tiful State  and  invite  him  to  settle  our  lands. 
The  policy  of  other  States  would  drive  the 
whole  black  population  of  the  Union  upon 
us.  The  ballot  box  would  fall  into  their 
hands  and  a  train  of  evils  would  follow  that 
in  the  opinion  of  your  committee  would  be 
incalculable.  The  rights  of  persons  would 
be  less  secure,  and  private  property  mate- 
rially impaired.  The  injustice  to  the  white 
population   would   be  beyond   computation. 


&|h(  jUmal'totlt)*-! 
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State  Bank  Notes  — From  Originals  in  the  Library  of  the  State  Historical  Society  at  Iowa  City. 


"First.  That  the  negroes  are  a  desirable 
or  at  least  a  harmless  population. 

"Second.  That  the  negro  has  a  natural 
right  to  be  admitted  as  an  equal  citizen. 

"The  former  proposition  begs,  the  latter 
commands. 

"Can  he  negro  be  admitted  to  those  priv- 
ileges and  not  impair  the  rights  of  the 
whites?  Your  committee  think  not.  The 
government  then  would  be  unjust  to  admit 
them.  The  negro,  not  being  a  party  to  the 
government,  has  no  right  to  partake  of  its 
privileges. 

"However,    your    committee    may    corn- 


There  are  strong  reasons  to  induce  the  be- 
lief that  the  two  races  could  not  exist  in  the 
same  government  upon  an  equality  without 
discord  and  violence,  that  might  eventuate 
in  insurrection,  bloodshed  and  final  exterm- 
ination of  one  of  the  two  races.  No  one 
can  doubt  that  a  degraded  prostitution  of 
moral  feeling  would  ensue,  a  tendency  to 
emalgamate  the  two  races  would  be  super- 
induced, a  degraded  and  reckless  population 
would  follow;  idleness,  crime  and  misery 
would  come  in  their  train,  and  government 
itself  fall  into  anarchy  or  despotism.  Hav- 
ing these  views  of  the  subject  your  commit- 
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tee  think  it  inexpedient  to  grant  the  prayer 
of  the  petition." 

SECOND   CONSTITUTIONAL    CONVENTION. 

The  constitution  of  1844  had  been  re- 
jected; but  by  an  exceedingly  small  ma- 
jority. The  sentiment  in  favor  of  state  gov- 
ernment was  still  srtxong  throughout  the 
Territory;  and  on  the  17th  day  of  January, 
1846,  an  act  of  the  Legislative  Assembly 
was  approved  providing  for  the  election  of 
delegates  to  a  convention  to  form  a  consti- 
tution and  state  government.  In  pursuance 
of  this  act  thirty-two  delegates  were  elected 
at  the  township  elections  held  in  April. 

On  the  4th  day  of  May,  1846,  the  second 
constitutional  convention  convened  at  Iowa 
City  in  the  halls  of  the  Capitol.  Enos  Lowe 
was  elected  President  of  the  convention.  As 
in  1844  there  was  a  business-like  disposal 
of  the  work  in  hand.  There  was  no  loafing, 
no  waste  of  public  funds.  In  the  course  of 
two  weeks  the  labors  of  the  convention  were 
completed,  and  final  adjournment  was  made 
on  May  19th.  The  constitution  adopted  by 
this  convention  was  subsequently  accepted 
by  the  people  of  the  Territory  on  the  3rd 
day  of  August,  1846,  by  a  vote  of  9,492  to 
9-036. 

The  two  important  questions  discussed  in 
the  convention  of  1846  related,  the  one  to 
state  boundaries,  and  the  other  to  corpora- 
tions (especially  banking  corporations). 
After  much  debate  the  question  of  state 
boundaries  was  settled  by  the  adoption  of 
those  lines  which  to  this  day  obtain  for  the 
State.  The  discussion  on  corporations  was 
more  intense  and  resulted  in  the  total  pro- 
hibition, for  a  time,  of  all  banking  corpora- 
tions within  the  limits  of  Iowa. 

THE   ABOLITION   OF    BANKS. 

The  hostility  toward  banking  corpora- 
tions, which  was  so  effectually  incorporated 
in  the  constitution  of  1846,  was  as  old  as 
the  Territory.  It  first  manifested  itself  in 
repeated  attacks  on  the  Miners'  Bank  of 
Dubuque.  Inherited  from  the  Territory  of 
Wisconsin,  the  Miners'  Bank  never  was 
cherished  by  the  people  of  Iowa.  Indeed  it 
was  looked  upon  by  them  with  a  feeling  of 
jealousy  and  suspicion.     Intensified  by  the 


hard  times  that  followed  the  panic  of  1837, 
this  feeling  began  to  call  for  the  repeal  of 
the  bank's  charter.  At  the  same  time  a  gen- 
eral movement  against  banking  corporations 
was  inaugurated  throughout  the  Territory. 

The  strength  of  this  sentiment  in  1844 
may  be  gauged  by  suction  3  of  article  IX  of 
the  State  constitution  drafted  in  that  year, 
which  section  reads: 

"The  Legislature  shall  create  no  bank  or 
banking  institution,  or  corporation  with 
banking  privileges  in  this  State,  unless  the 
charter  with  all  its  provisions,  shall  be  sub- 
mitted to  a  vote  of  the  people  at  a  general 
election  for  State  officers,  and  receive  a  ma- 
jority of  the  votes  of  the  qualified  electors 
of  this  State,  cast  for  and  against  it." 

In  1845  ^e  Legislative  Assembly  re- 
pealed the  charter  of  the  Miners'  Bank  of 
Dubuque  and  provided  for  "winding  up  the 
affairs  of  the  same."  This  action  of  the  As- 
sembly was  based  upon  the  charge  that  the 
charter  had  been  abused  or  misused.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  Miners'  Bank  main- 
tained that  there  had  been  no  such  abuse  or 
misuse,  and  resisted  the  enforcement  of  the 
act.  The  matter  was  then  taken  to  the 
courts,  and  a  decision  rendered  against  the 
bank  by  the  Supreme  Court.  Whether  the 
Assembly  was  justified  in  abolishing  the 
Miners'  Bank,  I  do  not  know.  But  in  re- 
pealing the  charter  without  at  the  same  time 
making  satisfactory  arrangements  for  the 
payment  of  certain  just  debts  due  the  bank 
from  the  Territory,  the  Legislative  Assem- 
bly certainly  committed  a  disgraceful  breach 
of  faith. 

The  movement  against  banking  corpora- 
tions did  not  end  with  the  repeal  of  the  char- 
ter of  the  Miners'  Bank.  In  1846  it  reached 
the  point  where  the  total  abolition  of  all 
banks  and  banking  corporations  was  de- 
manded. And  to  satisfy  this  demand  the 
following  provision  was  incorporated  in  the 
constitution  under  which  Iowa  became  a 
State : 

"No  corporate  body  shall  hereafter  be  cre- 
ated, renewed  or  extended,  with  the  priv- 
ilege of  making-,  issuing,  or  putting  in  cir- 
culation, any  bill,  check,  ticket,  certificate, 
promissory  note,  or  other  paper,  or  the  pa- 
per of  any  bank,  to  circulate  as  money.  The 
General  Assembly  of  this  State  shall  pro- 
hibit, by  law,  any  person  or  persons,  asso- 
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ciation,  company  or  corporation,  from  ex- 
ercising the  privileges  of  banking,  or  creat- 
ing paper  to  circulate  as  money." 

Iowa  remained  without  banks  until  1857, 
or  for  about  twelve  years.  By  the  new  State 
constitution  drafted  in  1857,  banking  busi- 
ness was  again  legalized.  In  1858,  "an  act 
to  incorporate  the  State  Bank  of  Iowa"  and 
"an  act  authorizing  General  Banking  in  the 
State  of  Iowa"  were  passed  by  the  General 
Assembly. 

AN   ERA   OF  PROGRESS. 

It  has  already  been  observed  that  the 
growth  and  development  of  Iowa  City  dur- 
ing the  first  two  years  of  its  existence  was 
phenomenal.  But  as  early  as  1842  a  reac- 
tion had  set  in.  There  was  a  general  de- 
crease in  real  estate  values;  business  con- 
gested, and  the  ambitious  attempts  in  edu- 
cation failed  completely.  However,  with 
the  admission  of  Iowa  into  the  Union  in 
1846,  with  all  the  privileges  and  powers  of 
a  sovereign  State,  the  tide  of  fortune  again 
turned  in  favor  of  the  capitol  city. 

The  constitutional  conventions  of  '44  and 
'46  had  added  much  to  the  reputation  of 
Iowa  City  abroad.  For  throughout  the 
Territory  the  constitutions  were  discussed 
and  incidentally  Iowa  City  would  receive 
mention  in  the  same  breath.  Then  besides 
there  was  the  added  dignity  of  being  the 
State  Capitol.  With  the  increase  of  popu- 
lation there  had  been  a  corresponding  in- 
crease of  public  business.  The  Assembly 
expanded,  and  new  public  offices  were  cre- 
ated. And  all  this  helped  to  intensify  the 
activities  at  the  capitol. 

The  re-invigoration  was  soon  perceptible. 
In  May,  1847,  the  Standard  records  that: 
"At  no  time  within  two  or  three  years  past 
has  there  been  such  a  show  of  active  busi- 
ness operations  in  our  city  as  at  present. 
The  merchants  have  fine  stocks  of  goods 
and  seem  to  be  driving  a  profitable  trade  in 
their  respective  lines;  the  mechanics  are 
busily  employed;  the  citizens  enjoy  good 
health ;  and  in  every  part  of  the  town  there 
is  a  general  righting  up  of  houses,  d<x>r- 
yards,  gardens  and  enclosures,  indicating  a 
reaction  of  public  spirit.  The  countrv  hav- 
ing taken  a  healthy  start,  we  may  now  look 
forward  to  a  steady  improvement." 


And  this  was  the  glorious  period  in  the 
history  of  Iowa  City,  the  era  of  progress — 
from  the  meeting  of  the  first  two  constitu- 
tional conventions  in  1844  and  1846  to  the 
meeting  of  the  third  convention  in  1857. 
Just  beginning  to  realize  the  vast  possibili- 
ties of  her  resources,  Iowa  felt  strong  in  the 
vigor  of  youth ;  and  as  the  capitol,  Iowa  City 
partook  of  this  robust  and  exuberant  feel- 
ing. Furthermore,  the  town  was  now  in- 
fluenced by  the  touch  of  such  highminded 
men  as  Robert  Lucas,  John  Chambers, 
James  Harlan,  W.  Penn  Clarke  and  Samuel 
J.  Kirkwood. 

Iowa  City  was  the  seat  of  high  courts  of 
justice.  The  Supreme  Court  of  Iowa  met 
in  tiic  northeast  room  on  the  lower  floor  of 
tlie  Capitol.  And  from  time  to  time  the 
United  States  District  Court  met  in  the 
^ame  room. 

During  this  period  Iowa  City  became  his- 
toric as  the  birthplace  of  the  fundamental 
principles  of  Iowa  law  and  jurisprudence. 
The  three  state  constitutions,  as  well  as  the 
code  of  185 1,  were  all  drafted  in  Iowa  City. 

EARLY    RAILROAD    PROJECTS. 

Iowa  City  was  just  beginning  to  feel  the 
impulse  of  a  renewed  life,  when  by  the  en- 
ti*  ce  of  ralroads  into  the  city  of  Chicago, 
there  was  aroused  throughout  the  West  a 
general  interest  in  railroad  construction.  In 
Iowa  this  interest  was  most  active  in  and 
around  Dubuque,  where  on  the  nth  of 
March,  1848,  a  large  public  meeting  was 
held  for  the  purpose  of  taking  steps  in  ref- 
erence to  a  railroad  that  would  connect  Lake 
Michigan  with  the  Mississippi  and  extend 
into  Iowa.  At  the  same  time  the  people  of 
Bloomington  (Muscatine),  Iowa  City, 
Keokuk,  Davenport  and  Burlington  were 
not  asleep  to  the  advantages  of  railroads. 
Moreover,  Iowa  City,  being  the  capitol  of 
the  State,  was  naturally  the  objective  point 
of  all  the  early  railroads  projected  within 
the  limits  of  Iowa. 

The  first  railroad  proposed  within  the 
limits  of  Iowa  was  to  run  from  Dubuque 
to  Keokuk  via  Iowa  City  through  the  coun- 
ties of  Dubuque,  Jones,  Linn,  Johnson, 
Washington,  Henry  and  Lee.  And  so  con- 
siderable was  the  interest  taken  in  this 
scheme  that  in  January,   1848,  the  General 
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Assembly  memorialized  Congress  for  lands 
to  be  appropriated  in  the  construction  of  a 
railroad  from  Dubuque  to  Keokuk. 

In  December,  1848,  the  board  of  directors 
for  the  Dubuque  &  Keokuk  Railroad  met  at 
Iowa  City  and  elected  Maj.  L.  H.  Lang- 
worthy,  of  Dubuque,  President ;  P.  R.  Skin- 
ner, of  Anamosa,  Secretary,  and  J.  H.  Fish- 
er, of  Iowa  City,  Treasurer.  At  this  meet- 
ing the  directors  listened  to  a  report  of  the 
engineer  appointed  to  make  a  reconnoisance 
of  the  proposed  route.  According  to  this 
report  the  length  of  the  route  was  estimated 


:»f  lands  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the 
pioposcd  road.  In  185 1  the  company  was 
grame!  a  right-of-way;  but  the  Dubuque  & 
Keokuk  Railroad  was  never  constructed. 

Besides  the  Dubuque  and  Keokuk  project 
the  other  proposed  roads  were :  The  Daven- 
port &  Council  Bluffs  Railroad,  to  run 
"from  Davenport  via  Bloomington  (Mus- 
catine), Iowa  City  and  Fort  Des  Moines  to 
some  suitable  point  near  Council  Bluffs  on 
the  Missouri  River;"  the  Camanche  & 
Council  Bluffs  Railroad,  to  run  "from  Ca- 
manche  in  Clinton  County  via  Dewitt,  Tip- 


7  he  Home  of  Governor  Kirkwood^  in  Iowa  City. 


at  about  one  hundred  and  ninety-six  miles. 
The  superstructure  contemplated  was  to 
consist  of  'longitudinal  sills,  cross  sills  and 
rails,  all  of  timber,  the  rails  surmounted 
with  iron  plates.0  As  estimated,  the  cost  of 
the  road  completed  and  ready  for  cars  was 
to  be  $2,071,788.00.  The  detailed  report  of 
the  engineer  was  presented  to  the  General 
Assembly,  and  accepted  by  that  body  in 
January.  1849,  m  a  joint  resolution  memor- 
ializing Congress  a  second  time  for  a  grant 


ton,  Iowa  City  and  Fort  Des  Moines  to 
Council  Bluffs  on  the  Missouri  River;"  and 
the  Lyons  Iowa  Central  Railroad,  to  run 
"from  the  Narrows  of  the  Mississippi  River 
in  the  town  of  Lyons,  in  Clinton  County 
(via  Iowa  City),  to  Council  Bluffs." 

DAVENPORT    &    IOWA    CITY    RAILROAD    COM- 
PANY. 

On  the   14th  day  of  October,   1850,  the 
Davenport  &  Iowa  City  Railroad  Company 
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was  organized  b>  a  few  of  the  citizens  of 
Iowa  City,  who  on  that  day  met  at  the  of- 
fice of  George  S.  Hampton.  James  P.  Carle- 
ton  was  elected  President:  LeGrand  Bying- 
ton,  Treasurer,  and  Henry  W.  Lathrop, 
Secretary.  Five  thousand  dollars  had  al- 
ready been  subscribed  to  the  capital  stock  of 
the  company. 

The  people  of  Davenport  had  already  ex- 
pressed their  willingness  to  concur  with  the 
citizens  of  Iowa  City  in  this  new  enterprise, 
when,  on  the  21st  of  October,  1850,  at  a 
special  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors 
held  at  Iowa  City,  LeGrand  Byington  was 
authorized  to  proceed  to  Davenport  and 
Rock  Island  for  the  purpose  of  procuring 
the  services  of  an  engineer  to  make  a  sur- 
vey of  the  proposed  route.  Soon  afterwards 
the  necessary  surveys  were  made  by  one, 
Richard  P.  Morgan.  The  notes  of  the  sur- 
vey, along  with  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of 
constructing  a  road  and  the  probable  amount 
of  business,  were  then  published  in  pamph- 
let form  and  distributed  throughout  the 
East,  the  object  being  to  get  eastern  cap- 
italists interested  in  the  proposed  railroad. 

At  a  regular  meeting  of  the  board  of  di- 
rectors held  at  Iowa  City  on  the  2nd  of  No- 
vember, it  was  resolved  to  send  a  memorial 
to  Congress  praying  for  a  grant  of  lands. 
In  January,  185 1,  the  use  of  "Center  Mar- 
ket" in  Iowa  City  was  granted  to  the  com- 
pany by  the  General  Assembly,  as.  well  as  a 
right-of-way  through  the  State. 

It  was,  however,  not  so  much  the  sincere 
object  of  the  Davenport  &  Iowa  City  Rail- 
road Company  to  build  a  railroad  as  it  was 
their  purpose  to  survey  a  route,  obtain  a 
right-of-way,  show  up  the  feasibility  of  build- 
ing railroads  in  Iowa,  and,  when  the  op- 
portunity should  present  itself,  to  transfer 
itheir  rights  and  property  to  the  first  railroad 
^company  that  proposed  to  enter  the  State, 
provided  Iowa  City  be  made  a  point  in  the 
construction  and  operation  of  the  road.  The 
.  desired  opportunity  came  with  the  organ- 
ization of  the  Mississippi  &  Missouri  Rail- 
road Company  at  Chicago  in  1853. 

.MISSISSIPPI  &  MISSOURI  RAILROAD  COMPANY 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Mississippi  &  Mis- 
souri Railroad  Company  in  Chicago  in  May, 
1853,  LeGrand  Byington  represented  the  in- 


terests of  the  Davenport  &  Iowa  City  Rail- 
road Company,  and  W.  Penn  Clarke,  as- 
sisted by  LeGrand  Byington,  was  delegate 
on  behalf  of  the  people  of  Iowa  City.  After 
the  Chicago  meeting,  the  leading  men  at 
the  M.  &  M.  R.  R.  Co.  appeared  in  Iowa 
City,  and  at  a  public  meeting  unfolded  their 
plans  as  follows: 

1.  They  assumed  to  build  the  first  di- 
vision of  the  main  line  to  Iowa  City  in  two 
years. 

2.  To  extend  a  branch  from  Iowa  City 
to  the  Minnesota  line,  through  Cedar 
Rapids. 

3.  To  construct  and  operate  another 
branch  from  Iowa  City  through  Washing- 
ton to  the  Missouri  at  St.  Joseph. 

4.  To  pay  all  interest  on  county  and 
city  bonds  issued  until  the  road  paid  divi- 
dends at  the  rate  of  10  per  cent. 

In  consideration  whereof  they  required 
local  stock  subscriptions  to  the  amount  of 
about  $140,000. 

About  $30,000  was  immediately  sub- 
scribed by  the  citizens.  Soon  afterwards 
bonds  were  voted  by  Johnson  County  to  the 
amount  of  $50,000  and  by  Iowa  City  to  the 
same  amount.  And  the  Davenport  &  Iowa 
City  Railroad  Company  transferred  to  the 
M.  &  M.  R.  R.  Co.  all  their  rights,  fran- 
chises, property  and  stock  on  the  conditions 
heretofore  named. 

The  work  on  the  main  division  of  the 
road  from  Davenport  to  Iowa  City,  which 
was  begun  at  once,  was  to  be  completed  by 
the  1st  day  of  January,  1856.  As  the  event- 
ful day  approached  there  was  great  excite- 
ment and  stir  in  Iowa  City.  The  citizens 
resolved  to  hold  a  grand  railroad  festival  on 
the  3rd  of  January,  and  donated  $2,600  to 
meet  expenses.  Invitations  were  sent  out  to 
prominent  citizens  of  Chicago,  Rock  Island, 
Dubuque,  Burlington  and  other  Iowa  towns. 

On  the  last  day  of  December  it  was  feared 
that  the  road  would  not  be  finished  that  day. 
Whereupon  a  number  of  the  citizens  of  Iowa 
City  laid  hold  of  the  work  with  their  own 
hands.  Their  labors  were  continued  far 
into  the  night  and  in  the  light  of  large  wood 
fires  and  burning  tar  barrels  presented  a 
dramatic  scene. 

At  two  o'clock  January  3rd  the  booming1 
of  guns  announced  the  arrival  of  seven  cars 
filled  with  guests,  who  were  received  by  the 
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citizens  and  escorted  to  the  Capitol.  Here 
they  were  welcomed  by  LeGrand  Byington, 
the  President  of  the  day.  Dr.  Maxwell,  of 
Chicago,  responded  on  behalf  of  the  guests. 
Then  followed  the  banquet  with  toasts  and 
speeches.  The  Old  Stone  Capitol  never 
witnessed  a  more  joyous  occasion.  It  was 
long  after  midnight  when  the  last  strains  of 
music  hushed  and  the  last  foot-falls  re- 
sounded through  the  corridors  of  the  Cap- 
itol. 

Having  reached  Iowa  City  in  January, 
1856,  the  M.  &  M.  R.  R.  Co.  did  not  for 


A  MUNICIPAL  CORPORATION. 

Without  an  organized  form  of  municipal 
government  for  a  period  of  fourteen  years, 
Iowa  City  was  finally  incorporated  under 
special  articles  of  incorporation  passed  by 
the  General  Assembly  and  approved  on  the 
24th  of  January,  1853. 

Previous  to  this,  however,  there  had  been 
an  attempt  to  maintain  a  town  government 
which  after  a  trial  of  several  months  proved 
ineffectual.  The  officers  elected  at  the  time 
were :  James  Robinson,  Mayor ;  Anson  Hart, 


Where  Governor  Ktrkwood  stored  his  books 


several  years  extend  their  road  farther  west. 
This  fact  contributed  much  to  the  import 
ance  and  growth  of  Iowa  City;  for,  being 
the  terminus  of  the  only  railroad  in  Iowa, 
the  traffic  and  immigration  to  interior  Iowa 
necessarily  passed  directly  through  the  town. 
The  era  of  progress  which  had  set  in  about 
1847  continued;  and  Iowa  City  now  grew 
rapidly,  notwithstanding  she  was  about  to 
lose  her  distinction  as  the  capital  city. 


Secretary;  Thomas  Ricord,  Treasurer.  Eb- 
enezer  Sangster,  who  had  been  appointed 
marshal,  at  once  proceeded  to  carry  out  the 
duties  of  his  office  by  ordering  the  inhab- 
itants to  clean  up  the  streets  and  alleys. 
These  orders,  unfortunately,  led  him  into 
difficulty;  for  the  inhabitants  were  so  un- 
accustomed to  the  commands  of  a  town  of- 
ficer that  in  many  cases  they  flatly  refused ! 
to  obey.    But  the  real  crisis  of  this  admini- 
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istration  came  when  the  officers,  finding  it 
necessary  to  obtain  money  for  the  support 
of  the  government,  levied  a  municipal  tax. 
This  tax  the  people  refused  to  pay. ,  Where- 
upon the  officers,  disgusted  at  being  left 
without  financial  support,  dropped  their  of- 
ficial duties  and  returned  to  their  ordinary 
pursuits. 

On  Wednesday,  the  6th  of  April,  1853, 
the  following  officers  of  Iowa  City  took  the 
oath  of  office  before  George  S.  Hampton, 
Clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Iowa :  Jacob 
DeForest,  Mayor;  Anson  Hart,  Recorder; 
C.  H.  Buck,  Treasurer;  Robert  Hutchinson, 
Marshal;  Benjamin  King,  Assessor,  and 
Edward  Lanning,  William  H.  Hunt,  Thom- 
as Snyder,  Franz  P.  Brossart,  William 
Penn  Clarke,  Peter  Roberts,  Peter  Statzer 
and  John  Van  Fleet,  Aldermen.  On  the 
evening  of  the  same  day  these  officers  held 
their  first  meeting  in  the  Capitol. 

MUNICIPAL  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Up  to  the  time  of  its  incorporation  Iowa 
City  must  certainly  have  presented  a  ragged 
appearance.  The  streets  were  neither  paved 
nor  graded.  In  many  places  they  were  al- 
most impassable  on  account  of  brush  and 
stumps  of  trees.  With  the  exception  of  a 
few  hundred  feet  on  Clinton  street  there 
were  no  sidewalks.  One  hundred  and  four- 
teen dogs  ran  loose  untaxed,  and  droves  of 
hogs,  running  at  large,  rooted  in  the  streets 
and  ran  before  private  door  yards.  Indeed, 
the  hog  had  become  an  obnoxious  public 
nuisance. 

To  the  task  of  remedying  this  condition 
of  affairs  the  new  administration  at  once 
applied  its  energies..  An  ordinance  to  "pro* 
vide  for  cleaning  of  streets,  roads  and  side- 
walks" passed  by  the  City  Council  on  the 
13th  of  April  was  soon  followed  by  others 
relating  to  nuisances,  street  grading,  the  re- 
moval of  brush  and  stumps,  and  sidewalks. 
Hogs  were  prohibited  from  running  at  large, 
and  all  dogs  were  taxed.  In  Februaiy,  1855, 


a  Board  of  Health  was  created.  In  Decem- 
ber, 1856,  a  permit  to  light  ,the  town  by  g$s 
for  twenty  years  was  granted  to  David  R. 
B.  Nevin  &  Co. 

A   POLITICAL   CEtfTpR. 

From  1839  t0  l&57>  Iowa  City,  being  the 
Capital,  was  the  nerve-center  of  Iowa  poli- 
tics. It  was  the,  seat  of  the  General  As- 
sembly and  the  town  of  public  conventions 
of  all  kinds.  From  January  to  January  the 
atmosphere  was  full  of  politics.  During  the 
sessions  of  the  General  Assembly  discussions 
naturally  became  more  vehement  $nd  heated, 
for  all  eyes  in  the  State  were  then  turned 
towards  the  capital.  Lobbyists  appeared  at 
the  hotels  and  plied  their  profession  with 
much  zeal ;  yet  the  lobby  in  those  days  was 
insignificant  when  compared  to  the  body  of 
persons  that  now  hovers  about  the  Capitol 
at  Des  Moines  to  "influence"  public  officials. 

Then,  too,  the  members  of  the  earlier  As- 
semblies were  not  so  open  to  political  in- 
trigues and  jobbery.  Mostly  farmers,  they 
were  as  a  rule  straight-forward  honest  men, 
and  did  what  seemed  to  them  their  duty  to- 
wards their  fellow  citizens.  It  is  true  that 
their  narrow-mindedness  sometimes  led  them 
into  blunders,  but  such  mistakes  wfere  due 
to  ignorance  and  not  to  corruption.  In  a 
certain  respect  they  were  at  one  with  their 
successors.  They  were  parsimonious.  In 
practicing  their  economv  they  were  over- 
zealous.  Their  conception  of  public  busi- 
ness was  narrowed  by  their  ideas  of  private 
enterprise.  To  appropriate  more  money 
than  could  be  readily  counted  on  one's  fin- 
ders was  to  them  a*  great  waste  of  public 
funds. 

Full  of  life  and  energy  while  the  General 
Assembly  was  in  session,  Iowa  City  was 
jertainly  dull  when  the  members  had  fin- 
ished their  public  business  and  departed  to 
their  homes.  During  the  period  of  adjourn- 
ment the  town  was  even  more  forsaken  than 
*.t  now  is  after  commencement. 
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AGITATION   FOR  REMOVAL. 

The  same  argument  that  led  to  the  loca- 
tion of  the  Capital  in  Johnson  County  in 
1 839,  forced  its  removal  to  Des  Moines  in 
1857.  I  refer  to  the  argument  that  the  Cap" 
ital  of  a  Territory  or  State  ought  to  com- 
mand a  central  location,  both  geographically 


in    the    location    of   the   capital.     But    the 
change  did  not  come  without  a  struggle. 

At  the  first  session  of  the  General  As- 
sembly which  met  at  Iowa  City  in  Decem- 
ber, 1846,  the  question  of  the  removal  was 
first  brought  up,  and  at  the  time  was  dis- 
cussed with  considerable  interest.  The  ar- 
gument based  on  the  principle  of  central 


1  h:  Grave  of  Governor  Kirhwood,  Iowa  City. 


and  with  respect  to  the  future  mass  of  popu- 
lation. 

No  sooner  had  Iowa  become  a  State  than 
i  was  observed,  especially  by  the  inhabitants 
c  *  the  Des  Moines  Valley,  that  the  location 
of  Iowa  City  was  far  from  the  geographical 
center  of  the  State  as  bounded  by  the  con- 
stitution of  1846.  Hence  the  public  mind 
began  to  look  forward  to  an  ultimate  change 


location  was  a  strong  one,  but  the  opposi- 
tion were  undoubtedly  in  the  right  when 
they  maintained  that  immediate  removal 
would  be  premature.  For  the  center  of 
population  had  not  yet  passed  Iowa  City. 
Shortly  before  the  close  of  the  session  the 
discussion  ended  in  a  compromise,  that  pro- 
posed to  leave  Iowa  City  in  .^ossessibn  of 
the  State  University  upon  the  removal  of 
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the  capital  farther  wast.  With  this  under- 
standing, "an  act  to  provide  for  the  loca- 
tion of  the  seat  of  government  of  the  State 
of  Iowa  and  for  the  selection  of  land  granted 
by  Congress  to  aid  in  erecting  public  build- 
ings" was  passed  by  the  General  Assembly 
and  approved  on  the  22nd  of  February, 
1847.  By  this  act,  John  Brown,  Joseph 
Hoag  and  John  Taylor  were  appointed  com- 
missioners to  meet  in  the  month  of  May, 
1847,  an(*  examine  the  State  for  the  purpose 
of  selecting  land  and  of  making  a  location 
for  the  permanent  seat  of  government, 
which  location  must  be  near  the  geograph- 
ical center  of  the  State. 

MONROE  CITY. 

In  accordance  with  their  instructions 
from  the  General  Assembly  the  above  named 
commissioners  met  in  Henry  County  and 
proceeded  to  examine  such  parts  of  the 
State  as  they  deemed  expedient;  and  after 
an  examination  of  a  considerable  portion  of 
the  unsettled  as  well  as  the  settled  parts  of 
the  State,  they  selected  five  sections  of  land 
in  Jasper  County,  namely:  Sections  four, 
five,  eight,  nine,  the  west  half  of  section 
three  and  the  west  half  of  section  ten,  all  in 
township  seventy-eight  north,  range  twenty 
west  of  the  fifth  Principal  Meridian.  On 
these  lands  the  commissioners  caused  to  bt 
laid  out  a  town  which  they  called  Monroe 
City. 

After  Monroe  City  had  been  surveyed 
and  platted  the  commissioners  gave  notice 
of  a  public  sale  of  lots.  The  sale  was  be- 
gun on  the  28th  of  October  and  continued 
from  day  to  day  until  the  2nd  of  Novem- 
ber. Four  hundred  and  fifteen  lots  were 
sold  at  these  sales.  One  of  the  commis" 
sioners  alone  purchased  thirty-eight  lots — 
for  which  he  paid  the  average  price  of  about 
$6.50  per  lot. 

The  location  of  Monroe  City,  however, 
met  with  general  disapproval  through- 
out the  State.  The  people  of  the  Des 
Moines  Valley,  for  whose  special  benefit  the 
removal  had  been  made,  called  a  public 
meeting  to  protest  against  the  action  of  the 
commissioners.  Even  those  who  had  so 
strongly  advocated  removal,  now  that  the 
location  had  been  made  nearer  the  geograph- 
ical center  of  the  State,  began  to  feel  that  it 


was  absurd  to  remove  the  capital  while  yet 
the  center  of  population  remained  east  of 
Iowa  City.  Indeed,  so  universal  was  the 
dissatisfaction  that  at  the  next  session  of 
the  General  Assembly  an  act  was  passed 
vacating  the  town  of  Monroe  City.  Thus 
the  first  agitation  for  removal  proved  abor- 
tive and  Iowa  City  remained  the  capital  ten 
years  longer. 

DES  MOINES. 

The  Monroe  City  episode  had  the  imme- 
diate effect  of  weakening  the  party  in  favor 
of.  removing  the  capital.  But  they  still 
argued  for  a  central  location,  and  finally, 
when  the  Fifth  General  Assembly  met  at 
Iowa  City  in  the  winter  of  1854-55,  suc- 
ceeded in  passing  "an  act  to  relocate  the  seat 
of  government." 

This  act,  which  was  approved  on  the  25th 
of  January,  1855,  provided  that  five  com- 
missioners, appointed  by  the  Governor,  shall 
select  a  site  within  two  miles  of  the  junc- 
tion of  the  Des  Moines  and  Raccoon  rivers 
in  Polk  County;  and  that  "it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  commissioners  in  making  the 
relocation  to  obtain  at  least  as  much  land  as 
is  necessary  for  the  capitol  buildings,  and 
may  be  practicable  to  obtain  without  charge 
to  the  State,  and  also  any  and  all  grants 
and  donations  of  land  and  town  lots,  within 
their  power  to  the  State." 

In  compliance  with  the  above  act  the  com- 
missioners appointed  by  the  Governor  se- 
lected as  a  site  for  the  permanent  seat  of 
government  of  the  State  the  land  upon 
which  the  present  Capitol  of  Iowa  stands  in 
the  city  of  Des  Moines  on  the  east  side  of 
the  Des  Moines  river. 

THIRD  CONSTITUTIONAL  CONVENTION. 

On  the  day  previous  to  the  one  on  which 
the  act  to  relocate  the  seat  of  government 
was  approved,  an  act  of  equal  importance 
received  the  signature  of  the  Governor. 
This  was  an  act  submitting  to  a  vote  of  the 
people  the  question  of  a  constitutional  con- 
vention to  revise  and  amend  the  constitu- 
tion of  1846.  At  the  general  election  held 
on  the  first  Monday  in  August,  1856,  the 
people  decided  in  favor  of  revision— they 
had  grown  weary  of  the  clause  in  the  con- 
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stitution  of  1846  which  abolished  banks — 
and  on  the  Tuesday  after  the  first  Monday 
in  November  elected  delegates  to  a  conven- 
tion. 

This  convention,  the  third  of  its  kind 
called  into  existence  by  the  people  of  Iowa, 
assembled  at  Iowa  City  on  the  19th  day  of 
January,  1857.  The  General  Assembly  be- 
ing yet  in  session  at  the  Capitol,  the  con- 
vention held  its  meetings  for  a  few  days  in 
the  Supreme  Court  room,  which  on  account 
of  its  size  was  somewhat  inconvenient.   On 


The  constitution  of  1857,  like  the  consti- 
tutions of  1844  and  1846,  contained  an  elab- 
orately drawn  bill  of  rights,  defined  the  con- 
ditions of  suffrage,  and  besides  prescribing 
the  form  of  government  in  its  legislative, 
executive  and  judicial  departments,  em- 
braced detailed  legislation  respecting  state 
debts,  corporations,  education  and  school 
lands,  and  miscellaneous  topics.  The  sev- 
eral constitutions  of  Iowa  have  alike  con- 
formed to  the  general  tendency  in  Amer- 
ican  commonwealths   to   legislative  enact- 
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the  20th,  permanent  organization  was  ef- 
fected with  Francis  Springer  as  President. 
On  the  29th  the  General  Assembly  ad" 
journed,  after  which  the  convention  occu- 
pied the  more  convenient  halls  of  the  As- 
sembly. After  a  session  of  forty-five  days 
the  third  constitutional  convention  adjourned 
sine  die. 

The  constitution  drafted  by  this  conven- 
tion— known  as  the  constitution  of  1857 — 
was  submitted  to  the  people  and  approved 
bv  them  at  the  general  election  in  August, 


ments  by  constitutional  conventions.  This 
tendency,  developed  no  doubt  by  the  desire 
to  secure  permanence  in  legislation,  marks 
on  the  one  hand  the  confidence  of  the  people 
in  itself,  while  on  the  other  hand  it  inti- 
mates a  suspicion  of  the  shifting  caprice  of 
successive  Assemblies.  It  is  an  incident  to 
democratic  government,  at  least  in  its  for- 
mative period,  and  constitutes  in  its  most 
pronounced  form  the  American  type  of  the 
Swiss  referendum.  The  location  of  the 
State  University  at  Iowa  City  by  the  con- 
stitutional convention  of  1857  is  a  fine  ex- 
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ample  of  an  enactment  by  the  convention 
purely  legislative. 

THE  GREAT  COMPROMISE. 

The  struggle  over  the  permanent  location 
of  the  capital  was  a  long  one.  Begun  at 
the  first  session  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  State,  it  was  waged  incessantly  for  a 
l»eriod  of  eleven  years  It  generated  a  feel- 
mg  of  sectional  jealousy  so  strong  that  from 
the  beginning  it  was  evident  that  the  ques- 
tion could  be  settled  only  by  a  compromise. 

Accordingly  the  first  formal  proposal  for 
the  removal  of  the  capital  farther  west  con- 
templated the  establishment  of  a  State  Uni- 
versity at  Iowa  City.  This  compromise  was 
reluctantly  entertained  by  the  people  of  Iowa 
City — they  insisted  on  holding  the  capital. 
Hut  when,  in  the  course  of  time,  they  saw 
rtrnt  the  c  rgument  in  favor  of  central  loca- 
tion would  ultimately  prevail,  they  ac- 
quiesced and  petitioned  the  General  Assem- 
Vv  for'  the  State  University.  Thereupon 
two  acts  were  passed  by  the  General  As- 
sembly in  February,  1847,  one  providing  for 
organization  of  the  State  University  de- 
Dumb"  was  established  at  Iowa  City  in  ac- 
the  relocation  of  the  capital,  and  the  other 


establishing  the   State  University  at  Iowr 
City.    The  location  of  the  capital  in  Jaspe 
County,  however,  was  disapproved,  and  the 
organization   of   the   State   University   de- 
layed. 

When  the  third  constitutional  convention 
assembled  at  Iowa  City  in  January,  1857, 
Des  Moines  had  already  "been  selected  as  die 
site  for  the  capitol  and  the  State  University 
had  been  put  into  actual  operation  at  Iowa 
City.  :  To  make  the  arrangement  more  bind- 
ing the  convention  incorporated  this  great 
compromise  into  the  new  constitution : 

"The  Seat  of  Government  fs  hereby  per- 
manently established,  as  now  fixed  by  law, 
at  the  City  of  Des  Moinqs,  in  the  County  of 
Polk;  and  the  State  University  at  Iowa  City 
in  the  County  of  Johnson." 

In  the  fall  of  1857  the  capital  was  re- 
moved to  Des  Moines.  The  archives  of  the 
State  were  all  transported  overland ;  for  the 
Mississippi  &  Missouri  Railroad  Company 
had  not  yet  extended  their  road  beyond 
Iowa  City.  The  snows  of  the  winter  of 
18)57-58  had  begun  to  fall  when  the  public 
safe, .  the  last  article  to  be  removed,  was 
loaded  on  two  bobsleds  and  drawn  bv  ten 
yoke  of  oxen  from  the  old  capitol  to  the 


new. 
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William  Boyd  Allison,  senior  Senator  from  Iowa, 
was  born  on  a  farm  near  Ashland,  Ohio,  March 
1,  1829.  He  removed  to  Iowa  in  February, 
1S57,  making  his  home  in  the  city  of  Dubuque, 
where  he  has  continually  resided  until  the  pres- 
ent time.  He  is  of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  not  only 
on  his  father's  side,  but  also  on  his  mother's. 
His  ancestors  were  early  settlers  or  Pennsyl- 
vania, his  father  removing  from  there  in  1823 
to  Ohio,  where  he  purchased  a  tract  of  unim- 
proved land  in  what  was  then  Wayne  County, 
and  commenced  the  making  of  a  farm  by  clearing 
away  the  heavy  timber  which  spread  over  that 
entire  section.  Mr.  Allison's  early  education  was 
acquired  at  a  country  school  in  the  neighborhood 
of  his  home.  The  particular  school  which  he  at- 
tended had  the  good  fortune  to  have  an  excellent 
teacher,  who  had  the  faculty  of  instilling  into 
tlie  minds  of  his  pupils  the  idea  that  knowledge 
is  power,  and  vhat  this  could  only  be  secured  by 
careful  study.  At  the  age  of  16  he  left  his  home 
on  the  farm  to  attend  an  academy  at  Wooster, 
then  the  county  seat  of  Wayne  County.  After  this 
he  spent  a  year  at  Alleghany  College  in  Meade- 
ville,  Pennsylvania,  and  another  year  at  Western 
Reserve  College,  then  at  Hudson,  Ohio.  Return- 
ing to  Wooster  he  entered  the  office  of  Hemphill 
&  Turner  as  a  student  of  law,  spending  a  portion 
of  his  time  in  the  office  of  the  auditor  of  that 
county,  thus  earning  a  portion  of  his  expenses. 
After  reading  law  two  years  at  Wooster  he  re- 
moved to  Ashland,  which  had  then  become  the 
county  seat  of  a  new  county  established  some 
years  'before,  and  which  was  nearer  his  father's 
home  than  Wooster.  He  continued  the  practice 
of  law  at  Ashland  until  the  spring  o!  18t>7,  when 
he  removed  to  Dubuque,  Iowa,  where  an  older 
brother  had  preceded  him. 

The  father  of  Mr.  Allison  took  an  active  inter- 
est in  the  politics  of  the  period.  He  was  Justice 
of  the  Peace  for  the  township  continuously  for 
more  than  twenty  years,  and  at  that  time  there 
were  many  contested  neighborhood  cases  brought 
before  these  minor  courts,  and  the  young  man 
thereby  had  an  opportunity  of  hearing  many  dis- 
cussions of  the  law.  His  father  was  a  Whig  in 
politics  and  a  great  admirer  and  supporter  of 
Henry  Clay,  voting  for  him  in  1824  and  again  in 
1S44.  Mr.  Allison  took  an  active  part  in  the  local 
politi  s  of  Ashland  county  after  his  removal  there 
and  was  a  delegate  from  that  county  to  the  State 
convention  of  1855,  presided  over  by  the  late 
Senator  Sherman,  and  was  made  one  of  the  sec- 
retaries of  the  convention.  This  convention  nom- 
inated Salmon  P.  Chase  for  governor.  In  1856  he 
took  an  active  part  locally  In  the  campaign  of 
General  John  C.  Fremont  for  President,  and  was 
placed  upon  the  ticket  for  the  position  of  dis- 
trict attorney.  The  county  being  Democratic, 
he  failed  to  secure  an  election.    During  his  resi- 


dence at  Ashland  he  made  the  acquaintance  of 
Hon.  Samuel  J.  Kirk  wood,  who  was  a  practitioner 
at  the  bar  there,  residing  at  Mansfield,  only  four- 
teen miles  distant.  Mr.  Kirkwood  came  to  Iowa 
in  1854,  three  years  before  the  removal  of  Mr. 
Allison.  Many  of  the  younger  men  of  Ohio  re- 
moved to  Iowa  about  this  time,  and.  no  doubt 
many  of  them  were  influenced,  as  was  Mr.  Alli- 
son, by  the  fact  that  Mr.  Kirkwood,  who  was  a 
prominent  man  in  Ohio,  had  changed  his  resi- 
dence to  this  new  and  growing  State. 

Mr.  Allison  was  a  delegate  to  the  convention 
of  1859  which  nominated  Mr.  Kirkwood  for  Gov- 
ernor.  He  was  also  a  delegate  to  the  Republican 
national  convention  of  1860  at  Chicago  which 
nominated  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  was  one  of  the 
secretaries   of  that   convention. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  War  Governor 
Kirkwood  made  him  a  member  of  his  staff  and  au- 
thorized him  to  raise  regiments  in  northern  Iowa 
and  to  equip  them  for  service  in  the  field.  He 
had  charge  of  the  organization  of  two  regiments 
in  1861  and  two  additional  regiments  in  1862,  all 
these  regiments  having  their  rendezvous  in  a 
camp  established  at  Dubuque.  In  the  summer  of 
1862  he  was  nominated  by  the  Republicans  at 
West  Union,  Iowa,  to  represent  the  old  Third 
district  in  Congress,  and  was  elected. 

During  the  year  1862  several  regiments  were 
organized  in  different  portions  of  the  State,  and 
Mr.  Allison  became  satisfied  that  it  would  be  a 
wise  thing  to  allow  the  soldiers  in  the  field  and 
In  camp  to  vote  at  the  coming  election,  believing 
that  if  this  was  not  done  Iowa  would  lose  at  least 
two  of  her  Bix  Republican  members  of  Congress. 
He  presented  his  views  to  Governor  Kirkwood, 
and  asked  him  to  call  a  special  session  of  the 
Legislature  to  make  provisions  to  that  end.  The 
Governor,  while  expressing  himself  as  favorable 
to  the  plan,  hesitated  on  account  of  the  additional 
expense  of  an  extra  session,  and  he  did  not  wish 
to  make  the  call  unless  it  was  approved  by  Re- 
publican State  leaders  generally.  He  requested 
Mr  Allison  to  go  to  Burlington  and  consult  with 
the  late  Senator  Grimes,  and  in  the  meantime  he 
himself  consulted  with  others.  Senator  Grimes 
unhesitatingly  advised  an  extra  session  and  wrote 
a  note  to  the  Governor  to  that  effect,  which  was 
delivered  to  the  Governor  in  person  by  Mr.  Alli- 
son. The  next  day  the  special  session  was  called 
and  a  law  was  passed  providing  for  taking  the 
vote  of  soldiers  in  the  field.  The  lead  taken  by 
Iowa  in  this  respect  was  followed  by  many  states. 

His  service  in  the  House  of  Representatives  be- 
gan  March  4th,  1863.  He  was  three  times  re- 
elected, serving  in  that  body  until  March  4th. 
1871.  He  was  not  a  candidate  for  re-election  in 
1870.  At  the  beginning  of  his  second  term  in 
the  House  he  was  placed  on  the  Committee  on 
Ways  and  Means,  which  then  had  charge  of  all 
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financial  subjects  relating  to  taxation,  tariff, 
loans,  currency  and  the  standard  or  money,  anu 
all  questions  incident  thereto. 

In  1872  he  was  elected  to  the  United  States 
Senate  to  succeed  Senator  Harlan.  He  has  been 
continuously  a  member  of  that  body  since  that 
time,  and  his  fifth  term  will  expire  March  4th, 
1903.  He  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate  March  4th, 
1873,  and  was  assigned  to  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations,  the  most  important  committee 
of  the  Senate.  He  was  also  placed  on  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs,  then  as  now  an  import- 
ant committee,  taking  rank  next  to  the  chairman, 
and  became  chairman  of  that  committee  in  1875, 
which  chairmanship  he  held  until  made  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  In  1881.  He 
has  remained  chairman  of  this  latter  committee 
up  to  the  present  time,  except  for  two  years,  when 
the  Democrats  had  control  of  the  Senate. 

His  first  important  service  began  almost  im- 
mediately after  the  opening  of  the  session  of 
December,  1873.  There  had  been  serious  com- 
plaints respecting  the  government  of  the  District 
o'  Columbia,  as  organized  under  the  law  of  1871. 
A  joint  committee  of  investigation  was  appointed 
to  examine  and  make  report,  with  full  power  to 
send  for  persons  and  papers,  examine  witnesses 
under  oath,  etc.  It  began  its  labors  in  the  spring 
of  1874  and  continued  in  session  day  by  day  dur- 
ing the  long  session  of  Congress  which  followed. 
Senator  Allison  became  chairman  of  this  com- 
mittee, and  at  the  end  of  the  investigation  made 
an  elaborate  report,  which  proposed  to  abolish 
the  then  existing  District  government  and  Board 
of  Public  Works,  and  provided  for  a  complete  set- 
tlement of  all  accounts  and  debts  of  the  District 
government  up  to  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the 
proposed  law,  and  the  conversion  of  the  District 
debt  into  fifty-year  bonds  bearing  .0365  per  cent 


interest,  interest  and  principal  to  be  paid  pro- 
portionately from  the  United  States  Treasury  and 
from  the  taxes  levied  on  property  in  the  District. 
It  provided  lor  a  temporary  government,  which 
should  have  charge  of  all  the  affairs  of  the  Dis- 
trict, and  should  consist  of  three  Commissioners, 
one  of  whom  should  be  an  engineer  of  the  army, 
not  below  the  rank  of  major.  This  government 
was  to  continue  until  Congress  by  law  should 
provide  for  a  permanent  government  for  the  Dis- 
trict. A  bill  embodying  these  provisions  was 
introduced  by  the  joint  committee  and  became  a 
law  without  material  amendment.  This  temporary 
form  of  government  was  made  permanent  by  an 
act  passed  in  1878,  and  from  1874  to  the  present 
time  this  has  constiuted  the  government  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  has  been  so  satisfactory 
that  no  agitation  has  at  any  time  been  made  tor 
a  change. 

In  March,  1877,  he  was  placed  on  the  Finance 
Committee,  and  has  been  a  member  of  that  com- 
mittee since  that  time.  He  was  entitled  to  the 
chairmanship  of  that  committee  in  March,  1899, 
by  reason  of  his  seniority  on  the  Committee,  but 
it  seemed  wiser  for  him  to  continue  as  head  of 
the  Committee  on  Appropriations,  where  he  had 
so  long  served  as  chairman.  He  retains  his  mem- 
bership on  the  Finance  Committee,  being  next  in 
rank  to  the  chairman. 

During  his  service  on  the  Committee  on  Ways 
and  Means  in  the  House  many  important  meas- 
ures were  passed  relating  to  the  refunding  of 
the  debt,  reduction  of  internal  taxation,  revision 
of  the  tariff,  etc.  Upon  all  questions  arising  in 
the  discuBBlon  of  these  subjects  he  took  an  active 
part.  During  the  whole  period  of  his  service  in 
the  House  the  country  was  upon  a  paper  stand- 
ard, which  resulted  in  the  practical  banishment 
of  gold  and  silver  from  circulation,  and  because 
of  the  large  volume  of  paper  money  and  the  large 
debt,  funded  and  unfunded,  it  was  not  practicable 
during  his  service  in  that  body  to  deal  with  the 
question  of  the  restoration  of  specie  payments. 
After  he  left  the  House  and  before  he  became  a 
member  of  the  Senate,  a  law  was  passed  In  Janu- 
ary, 1873,  revising  the  mint  laws,  which  had  been 
under  discussion  for  some  years.  Before  that 
time,  although  we  had  been  on  a  paper  standard 
from  1862,  the  law  remained  providing  for  the  free 
and  unlimited  coinage  of  both  gold  and  silver  at 
the  ratio  of  16  to  1.  In  revising  the  mint  laws 
these  coinage  provisions  were  repealed  and  gold 
alone  was  made  the  standard  of  money  and  the 
unit  of  value  for  all  transactions,  the  mints  were 
closed  to  the  free  and  unlimited  coinage  of  silver 
and  that  metal  was  relegated  to  a  limited  coinage 
on  government  account  as  fractional  silver  only, 
being  made  legal  tender  to  the  extent  of  five  dol- 
lars. Later  on  It  was  claimed  that  the  demonetis- 
ation of  silver,  as  it  was  called,  was  a  mistake 
and  not  so  intended  by  those  who  voted  for  the 
Act  of  1873. 

In  the  Congressional  campaign  of  1874  it  was 
strongly  urged  by  Republicans  and  eastern  Demo- 
crats that  the  time  had  come  for  a  restoration  of 
our  currency  to  a  specie  basis  and  what  steps 
8 ho ul d  at  once  be  taken  to  that  end.  The  Demo- 
crats of  the  south  and  west,  generally,  took  an 
opposite  view,  contending  that  the  greenback  cir- 
culation   was    a   valuable   circulation   and    there 
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was  no  necessity  for  a  return  to  specie  payments. 
In  that  election  the  Democrats,  for  the  first  time 
since  1861,  secured  a  majority  in  the  House  of 
the  next  succeeding  Congress.    After  this  election 
the  leading  Republicans  in  both  Houses  decided 
that  it  was  of  the  utmost  importance  to  pass  a  law 
looking  to  the  restoration  of  specie  payments  be- 
fore  the  new   Congress   should   assemble.     The 
Republicans  of  the   Senate  held  a  caucus  and 
selected  a  committee  of  eleven  to  prepare  a  bill. 
This   committee    consisted    largely   of  the   then 
older  members  of  the  Senate,  but  Senator  Allison 
was  made  a  member  of  it  and  participated  active- 
ly in  its  deliberations.     This  committee  unanim- 
ously reported  a  bill  to  the  Senatorial  caucus, 
which  was  unanimously  agreed  to  oy  the  caucus. 
It  was  reported  to  the  Senate  from  the  Finance 
Committee,  passed   the   Senate   without   amend- 
ment, passed  the  House  without  amendment,  and 
became  a  law  with  the  signature  of  President 
Grant.     This  law  has  since  been  known  as  the 
Resumption  Act  of  1875.    During  the  debate  on 
this  bill  in  the  two  Houses  no  question  was  rais- 
ed as  respects  the  Act  of  1873  before  alluded  to, 
but  the  new  Congress,  which  came  in  in  December, 
1875,  criticised  the  act  of  1873  on  account  of  the 
change  regarding  silver  coinage,  and  bills  were 
introduced  for  the  restoration  of  silver  as  it  had 
stood  in  our  statutes  before  1873.    In  the  Presi- 
dential election  which  followed  in   1876   it  was 
strongly  urged  in  some  portions  of  the  country 
that  silver  should   be  restored  to  free  coinage. 
Following  this  election  there  was  a  wide  agitation 
tor  this  restoration,  and  t~e  House  Coinage  Com- 
mittee  favorably   reported   a   bill   providing   for 
free  silver  coinage.    When  the  new  House  assem- 
bled in  October,  1877,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bland  the 
rales  were  suspended  and  the  House  passed,  by 
a  vote  of  163  to  34  a  measure  for  the  free  coinage 
of  silver,  although  silver  was  depreciated  10  or  il 
per  cent  as  compared  with  gold,  by  reason  of  the 
abandonment  of  the  free  coinage  of  silver  by  the 
Latin  Union  states  in  Europe  and  by  Germany. 
8enator  Allison's  first  important  service  on  the 
Finance  Committee  related  to  this  subject*    He 
had  been  a  member  of  the  committee  but  a  few 
months  when,  in  November,  1877,  this  bill,  then 
called  the  Bland  Bill,  came  to  the  Senate  from 
the  House,  and  was  referred  to  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee.    The  committee  then  consisted  of  nine 
members.     Four  of  them  were  in  favor  of  the 
Bland  Bill,  and  four  others  were  in  favor  of  the 
single  gold  standard  as  established  by  the  Mint 
Act  of  1873.    Senator  Allison  believed  then  that 
because  of  the  depreciation  of  silver  as  compared 
with  gold,  it  would  be  impossible  to  maintain  the 
parity  of  the  coins  of  the  two  metals  at  the  rati* 
proposed,  which  had  been  the  statutory  ratio  since 
183 1,  except  through  an  international  agreement 
to  be  made  by  all  the  leading  commercial  na 
Uons  of  the  world,  and  if  that  were  not  done  th* 
opening  of  our  mints  then  to  the  free  coinage  of 
silver,  as  proposed  by  the  House,  would  result  in 
the  silver  standard  in  this  country.    Therefore,  he 
voted  with  the  four  members  who  were  for  the 
gold  standard  and  against  the  House  proposition, 
thus  defeating  the  free  coinage  of  silver  in  the 
committee.    He  then  offered  two  amendments  to 
the  bill,  one  of  which  proposed  the  coinage  of  a 
limited  quantity  of  silver  each  month  on  govern- 


ment account,  thereby  maintaining  the  standard 
as  established  in  1873,  but  giving  to  the  United 
States  a  supply  of  silver  for  circulation  in  our  own 
country  to  be  maintained  at  the  standard  of 
gold.  The  other  amendment  proposed  that  the 
nations  of  Europe  be  invited  to  a  conference  with 
a  view  to  re-establish  among  the  commercial  na- 
tions of  the  world  the  use  of  silver  upon  a  ratio 
of  equivalence  to  be  agreed  upon,  with  the  free 
mintage  of  both  metals  in  all  these  countries  at 
such  ratio.  The  bill,  with  these  two  amendments, 
was  favorably  reported  to  the  Senate  by  a  major- 
ity of  the  committee  and  placed  in  charge  of  Sen- 
ator Allison  in  the  Senate,  which  was  followed  by 
a  long  and  interesting  debate  upon  the  money 
standard.  The  result  of  the  discussion  was  the 
adoption  of  the  amendments  by  the  Senate  by 
more  than  a  two-thirds  majority,  and  the  passage 
of  the  bill  thus  amended  by  a  like  majority,  and 
when  the  bill  was  returned  to  the  House  the  bill 
as  amended  was  accepted  by  that  body.  It  was 
vetoed  by  President  Hayes.  It  was  passed  over 
the  veto  by  a  two-thirds  majority  in  both  Houses 
and  became  a  law,  resulting  in  the  coinage  of 
about  370  million  silver  dollars  before  it  was 
changed  by  the  Act  of  1890.  In  the  debates  on 
this  bill  Senator  Allison  took  a  leading  part,  mak- 
ing the  closing  speech  in  the  Senate  in  behalf  of 
the  amendments  and  the  bill,  which  speech  is 
well  worth  perusal  by  all  who  are  interested  in 
the  money  standard.  His  contention  at  that 
time  has  been  fully  vindicated  by  the  history  of 
these  two  metals  from  that  time  until  now,  and  in 
all  the  discussions  which  nave  taken  place  and  in 
all  the  plans  and  projects  respecting  our  money 
standard  during  these  intervening  years,  he  has 
consistently  adhered  to  the  position  he  took  at 
the  outset,  and  has  constantly  maintained  that 
it  was  for  the  interest  of  the  United  States  to 
maintain  the  gold  standard  upon  which  we  re- 
sumed specie  payments  in  1879,  until  by  interna- 
tional agreement  silver  and  gold  could  be  placed 
upon  a  parity  in  general  use  throughout  the 
world  by  the  adoption  of  a  common  ratio. 

The  policy  advocated  by  him  respecting  an  in- 
ternational agreement  anu  incorporated  in  the 
legislation  of  1878  was  generally  accepted  by  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  both  the  Democratic 
and  Republican  parties  in  their  national  plat- 
forms having  declared  explicitly  in  favor  of  it  as 
the  only  method  of  securing  the  universal  circu- 
lation of  both  gold  and  silver  as  money  metals, 
locally  and  internationally.  The  first  international 
conference  was  held  in  1878.  This  failed,  and 
Congress  unanimously  provided  for  another  con- 
ference to  be  held  in  1881,  which  also  failed.  At 
both  these  conferences  the  United  States  was 
represented  by  able  commissioners;  at  the  lat- 
ter one  especially,  the  three  members  being  Hon. 
W.  M.  Bvarts  of  New  York,  and  Senators  Thur- 
man  of  Ohio  and  Howe  of  Wisconsin.  Notwith- 
standing these  failures,  this  government  still 
adhered  to  the  policy,  and  in  1892  Congress  made 
provision  for  another  international  conference, 
which  met  at  Brussels  in  November,  1892.  The 
United  States  was  represented  by  five  Commis- 
sioner, chosen  by  President  Harrision,  who  se- 
lected Senator  Allison  as  the  chairman  on  behalf 
of  this  country.  This  conference,  like  the  others, 
failed  to  adopt  any  plan,  but  made  progress  to- 
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ward  an  agreement  beyond  what  had  hitherto 
been  made.  This  subject  then  seemed  import- 
ant, not  only  to  the  United  States,  but  to  all  the 
nations  as  well,  and  its  importance  has  only  di- 
minished by  reason  of  the  enormouB  production  of 
gold  during  the  last  five  or  six  years.  So  it  will 
be  seen  that  his  familiarity  with  this  subject  and 
his  ability  to  deal  with  it  was  recognized  by  the 
President  and  Congress,  as  well  as  generally 
throughout  the  country. 

The  Act  of  1890,  known  as  the  Sherman  Act, 
greatly  increased  the  government  purchases  of 
silver  and  provided  that  Treasury  notes,  made  a 
full  legal  tender,  should  be  issued  for  circulation 
to  the  amount  of  the  cost  of  the  silver  bullion  pur- 
chased, and  authorized  the  coinage  of  the  silver 
from  time  to  time  to  meet  the  redemption  of 
these  notes.  Senator  Allison  objected  to  this  bill 
on  the  ground  that  it  would  be  impracticable  to 
sell  on  a  depreciating  market  the  silver  thus  pur- 
chased, and  although  these  notes  were  nomin- 
ally redeemable  in  silver  they  were  precisely  the 
same  kind  of  notes  as  the  greenbacks,  which  were 
constantly  redeemed  in  gold,  and  that  theBe 
Treasury  notes  must  necessarily  be  redeemed  in 
gold  if  the  gold  standard  was  to  De  maintained; 
that,  as  they  gradually  accumulated,  the  reserve 
for  their  redemption  and  of  the  greenbacks  would 
have  to  be  largely  increased,  and  that  finally  the 
whole  system  would  fall  and  result  in  the  silver 
standard.  But  he  was  overruled  in  this  opinion  by 
most  of  the  leaders  of  the  Senate  and  House,  and 
when  this  bill  was  finally  agreed  to  as  a  comprom- 
ise, although  it  did  not  meet  his  approval,  he 
voted  for  it,  as  did  all  the  Republicans  in  both 
Houses.  His  fear  was  soon  realized  in  part,  and 
in  1893  the  law  was  repealed  so  far  as  it  related 
to  continued  purchases  of  silver,  and  by  that 
repeal  the  unavoidable  result  of  a  silver  standard 
of  money,  which  otherwise  would  have  followed 
its  continuance  on  the  statute  books,  was  avert- 
ed. The  experience  of  the  two  or  three  years  fol- 
lowing this  repeal  clearly  indicated  that  the  pro- 
visions for  the  redemption  of  greenbacks  and 
Treasury  notes  were  inadequate  to  at  all  times 
maintain  their  convertibility  into  gold  coin,  and 
various  plans  were  suggested  to  strengthen  vue 
laws  providing  for  the  gold  standard  and  for  the 
maintenance  of  all  forms  of  money  at  that  stand- 
ard This  discussion  resulted  in  the  pledge  made 
by  the  Republican  party  in  1896  in  its  national 
platform,  and  in  the  subsequent  authorization  of  a 
special  committee  in  the  House  and  of  the  Fi- 
nance Committee  in  the  Senate  to  formulate 
laws  which  would  accomplish  these  ends.  Sen- 
ator Allison  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  prepar- 
ation of  these  measures,  which  resulted  in  the 
passage  of  what  is  known  as  the  Currency  Act 
of  March  14th,  1900,  which  provides  for  a  perman- 
ent reserve  sufficient  to  make  certain  the  con- 
vertibility, directly  or  indirectly,  of  all  forms  of 
money  in  circulation  into  gold  at  the  will  of  the 
holder.  This  law  also  provided  for  the  refunding 
of  the  great  body  of  the  public  debt,  by  exchang- 
ing for  the  three,  four  and  five  per  cent  coin 
bonds  outstanding,  a  gold  bond  bearing  two  per 
cent  interest,  and  up  to  the  time  of  writing  this 
sketch  more  than  one-half  of  all  outstanding 
bonds  have  been  so  converted — a  financial  opera- 
tion unparalleled  iu  the  history  of  the  world,  and 
showing  that  the  credit  of  the  United  States  is 


stronger  and  better  than  that  of  any  other  nation. 
Therefore,  It  may  be  said  that  in  ail  the  import- 
ant legislation  on  this  subject  during  his  service 
In  Congress  Senator  Allison  has  borne  a  conspic- 
uous part,  and  his  general  views  are  largely  em- 
bodied in  the  legislation. 

He  has  also  had  a  large  part  in  shaping  the 
tariff  laws  from  1877  to  the  present  time,  having 
been  an  active  participant  as  a  member  of  the 
Finance  Committee  in  the  frequent  revisions  of 
the  tariff  Bince  that  time.  The  Tariff  Commis- 
sion created  by  Congress  in  May,  1882,  made  its 
report  in  December  of  the  same  year,  and  fol- 
lowing this  report  the  House  considered  a  bill 
revising  the  rates  of  duty.  The  Senate  Commit- 
tee on  Finance  in  the  meantime  took  up  the  in- 
ternal revenue  bill,  which  passed  the  House  dur- 
ing the  preceding  session,  and  attached  to  that 
bill  an  amendment  revising  the  whole  tariff  sys- 
tem substantially  in  accord  with  the  report  of  the 
Tariff  Commission,  but  making  many  changes  in 
the  details  of  that  report.  The  bill  as  amended 
passed  the  Senate  after  considerable  debate 
near  the  close  of  the  session.  When  it  reached 
the  House  it  led  to  an  acrimonious  debate  upon 
the  privileges  of  the  two  Houses,  but  a  confer- 
ence was  finally  agreed  upon  between  the  two 
Houses,  and  the  bill  became  a  law  on  the  day 
of  final  adjournment.  Senator  Allison  was  a 
member  of  the  sub-committee  of  the  Finance 
Committee  which  prepared  this  revision  and  was 
a  member  of  the  conference  on  the  part  o  the 
Senate. 

In  1885,  after  several  Secretaries  of  the  Treas- 
ury had  called  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the 
imperfections  in  the  administration  of  the  custom 
laws  and  the  administative  features  of  those 
laws,  the  Senate  authorized  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee to  investigate  the  subject.  The  chairman 
named  a  sub-committee  of  three  for  this  purpose, 
and  Senator  Allison  became  chairman  of  this  sub- 
committee. The  committee  labored  on  the  sub- 
ject for  more  than  two  years,  making  a  thorough 
personal  examination  of  the  details  of  administra- 
tion as  disclosed  in  the  New  York,  Boston  and 
other  custom  houses.  Senator  Allison  reported 
from  the  committee  a  bill  making  a  complete 
revision  of  the  methods  of  collecting  the  duties 
and  creating  new  machinery  for  the  clasifl cation 
and  appraisement  of  imports.  It  was  accompani- 
ed by  an  elaborate  printed  report  collating  all  the 
laws  on  that  subject  which  had  been  ena  ted 
since  the  foundation  of  the  government  up  to  that 
time.  This  bill  passed  the  Senate  in  1888.  It 
was  not  considered  in  the  House.  When  the 
Mills  tariff  bill  came  to  the  Senate  this  bill  was 
attached  to  it  as  an  amendment,  but  failed  of 
enactment  with  the  Mills  bill.  This  bill  .how- 
ever, was  introduced  by  Mr.  McKinley  in  the 
House  in  December.  1889,  and  became  a  law  sub- 
stantially as  it  passed  the  Senate  about  a  year 
before.  Under  this  law  all  our  customs  collec- 
tions are  now  made,  no  material  amendments 
having  since  been  made  to  it. 

The  House  passed  in  1888.  at  an  early  stage  of 
the  session,  a  bill  providing  for  a  revision  of  tar- 
iff duties  on  the  lines  of  the  Democratic  conten- 
tion of  a  tariff  for  revenue  only,  known  as  the 
.Mills  Bill.  It  was  thoroughly  considered  by  the 
Finance  Committee  in  the  Senate,  first  by  a  sub- 
committee of  which  Senator  Allison  was  chairman. 
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This  sub-committee  held  hearings  and  took  testi- 
mony comprehending  three  large  octavo  volumes, 
and  continued  its  work  during  mose  of  the  sum- 
mer of  that  year.  He  reported  the  bill  from  the 
full  committee  in  September  and  had  charge  of 
It  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate.  It  was  considered 
up  to  adjournment  on  October  20th  without  pass- 
ins*  It  passed  the  Senate  at  the  following  short 
session  in  1889,  but  did  not  become  a  law  because 
of  the  failure  of  the  House  to  agree  to  the  Sen- 
ate amendments  or  to  a  conference.  These  Sen- 
ate amendments  made  an  elaborate  revision  of  the 
tariff  on  the  lines  of  "protection"  as  distinguished 
from  that  of  "for  revenue"  as  proposed  by  the 
Hills  bill,  and  it  introduced  many  new  views  as 
to  the  classification  of  objects  of  import  duty.  It 
especially  provided,  among  other  tnings,  for 
ample  protection  to  the  tin-plate  industry,  which 
provision  was  later  on  embodied  In  the  McKinley 
bill,  the  important  amendment  relating  to  tin- 
plate  being  offered  by  Senator  Allison  on  the 
floor  of  the  Senate  and  agreed  to  after  debate. 

In  1890  the  McKinley  bill  passed  the  House, 
embodying  in  its  provisions  the  classifications  and 
changes  which  were  considered  and  passed  by  the 
Senate  a  year  before,  although  it  increased 
in  many  particulars  the  rates  of  duty  proposed 
In  the  Senate  amendments.  The  oill  was  con- 
sidered by  a  sub-committee  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee, of  which  Senator  Allison  was  a  member, 
and  was  reported  to  the  Senate  by  Senator  Mor- 
rill. During  its  consideration  in  the  Senate,  Sen- 
ator Allison,  having  had  charge  of  it  in  sub-com- 
mittee, practically  took  charge  of  it  on  the  floor 
of  the  Senate.  He  was  also  active  in  proposing 
ana  offering  amendments  to  what  was  known  as 
the  Wilson  bill,  which  became  a  law  in  1894.  He 
was  on  the  sub-committee  that  prepared  the 
amendments  to  the  Dingley  tariff  bill  of  1897, 
and  gave  patient  attention  to  this  subject  for 
more  than  two  months  in  the  spring  of  that  year. 

He  was  strongly  urged  by  President  Garfield  to 
accept  the  position  of  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
under  his  administration.  The  same  tender  was 
made  by  President  Harrison  in  1889.  and  it  is  well 
known  that  he  could  have  taken  the  position  of 
Secretary  of  State  under  President  McKinley's 
administration,  but  he  declined  all  these  tempting 
offers  of  administrative  positions,  preferring  to 
represent  in  part  the  State  of  Iowa  In  the  United 
States  Senate,  that  position  being  more  congenial 
to  his  tastes  and  more  in  line  with  his  life  work 
and  studies. 

He  was  frequently  mentioned  as  an  available 
candidate  for  President,  and  was  three  times 
strongly  supported  by  his  own  state  in  national 
conventions  for  that  office.  It  should  be  said  in 
justice  to  him  that  he  never  had  a  consuming 
ambition  for  the  place,  so  that  no  uisappointment 
lurked  in  his  mind  or  memory  because  others 
were  selected  as  candidates  of  the  Republican 
party. 

Although  the  Senate  m  its  organization  is  sup- 
posed to  be  a  conservative  body,  with  long  con- 
tinued service  of  its  members,  there  Is  no  man 
now  In  the  Senate  who  was  there  when  Senator 
Allison  took  the  oath  of  office  in  1873,  and  there 
are  few  now  living  who  served  in  that  body 
prior  to  1873.  Senator  Jones  of  Nevada  and  Sen- 
ator Allison  took  the  oath  of  office  on  the  same 
day  and  therefore  are  contemporaneous,  but  the 


latter  having  served  eight  years  in  the  House  is 
the  senior  in  service  at  the  Capitol  at  this  time, 
and  it  may  be  truthfully  said  that  he  is  the  nat- 
ural and  recognized  leader  of  that  body  and  ex- 
erts a  wider  influence  than  any  other  member  of 
it.  He  is  chairman  of  the  Republican  caucus  of 
the  Senate,  and  as  such  has  charge  and  control  of 
the  business  of  the  Senate.  His  time  is  probably 
more  fully  occupied  during  sessions  of  the  Sen- 
ate than  any  of  his  colleagues.  The  exacting 
duties  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Ap- 
propriations make  it  necessary  for  him  to  know 
the  scope  of  every  bill  which  carries  an  appropria- 
tion of  public  money,  and  it  is  often  necessary 
for  him  to  be  absent  from  the  chamber  during  the 
sessions  on  committee  work,  especially  during  the 
short  sessions  and  near  the  close  of  every  ses- 
sion. And  while  his  name  may  not  appear  so 
actively  and  prominently  on  the  floor  of  the  Sen- 
ate as  will  the  names  of  some  others,  yet  all  the 
important  legislation  undergoes  an  investigation 
from  him  and  from  his  committee  in  some  form. 
He  is  always  listened  to  in  the  Senate,  because 
when  he  speaks  he  endeavors  to  illustrate  the 
topic  under  debate  and  to  contribute  information 
upon  the  matter  pending. 

He  has  always  been  an  active  though  temperate 
partisan,  and  has  been  able  to  secure  the  respect 
and  esteem  of  his  political  opponents  by  his  fair- 
ness of  method  and  deference  to  the  opinion  of 
those  who  differ  from  him.  He  has  spoken  in 
every  campaign  in  Iowa  since  1862,  first  making 
a  thorough  canvasB  of  his  district  when  he  was 
in  the  House,  and  afterwards  when  elected  to 
the  Senate  making  a  general  canvass  of  the  State. 
His  speeches,  though  not  as  attractive  in  an  ora- 
torical sense  as  those  of  some  of  his  colleagues, 
are  always  interesting,  entertaining  and  instruc- 
tive to  his  audience. 

He  was  married  in  1854  to  Miss  Anna  Carter, 
daughter  of  Daniel  Carter,  of  Ashland,  Ohio,  a 
man  of  prominence  in  that  portion  of  the  State. 
She  was  a  highly  intelligent,  amiable  and  beau- 
tiful woman  and  greatly  beloved  by  all  who  knew 
her.  She  died  at  Dubuque  in  1860.  In  1873  he 
married  Miss  Mary  Nealley  of  Burlington,  Iowa, 
the  adopted  daughter  of  Senator  and  Mrs.  Grimes, 
it  is  said  of  her  by  a  friend:  "She  was  one  of  the 
loveliest  women  f  ever  knew.  You  can  see  that 
in  her  pictures.  They  show  you  a  woman  re- 
fined, but  still  strong;  spirited,  but  still  gentle; 
that  combination  of  qualities  and  faculties  which 
is  associated  with  American  womanhood."  Dur- 
ing the  last  few  years  of  her  life  she  was  an  in- 
valid, and  in  spite  of  all  that  love  and  skill  and 
affection  could  suggest  she  gradually  declined  and 
died  in  August.  1883. 

Senator  Allison  has  sometimes  been  criticised 
because  of  his  hesitation  to  express  opinions  upon 
subjects  or  matters  upon  which  he  is  called  to 
make  decision.  This  is  a  mistaken  view  of  his 
character.  He  does  hesitate,  but  only  to  give  full 
consideration  of  the  subject.  Therefore  he  does 
not  introduce  into  the  Senate  bills  of  an  experi- 
mental character,  or  which  meet  the  fancy  or 
suggestion  of  some  one  who  seeks  radical  changes 
in  existing  conditions.  He  is  on  this  account 
often  called  a  conservative,  and  he  is  conservative 
in  the  discussion  and  consideration  of  public 
measures.  He  carried  this  conservatism  into  his 
everyday  life.    As  an  illustration  of  this:     He  has 
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lived  in  the  same  house  at  Washington,  No.  1124 
Vermont  Avenue,  since  1877,  during,  t«~_  .*fe  of  his 
wife  and  Mrs.  Grimes,  her  mother,  and  he  still 
resides  there.  When  in  Iowa  he  resides  at  No. 
1134  Locust  Street,  Dubuque,  which  has  been  his 
home  from  August,  1857,  until  now. 

During  his  whole  service  he  has  been  an  active 
and  tireless  worker  on  matters  of  a  public  char- 
acter, not  only  during  sessions  of  Congress,  but 
during  most  of  the  vacations.  This  constant  at- 
tention to  his  public  duties  and  willingness  to 
take  upon  himself  the  consideration  of  public 
questions  is  probably  one  of  the  reasons  why  he 
has  so  much  strength  In  the  Senate,  because  it 
is  believed  by  his  associates  that  he  gives  full 
consideration  to  the  subjects  placed  in  his  charge. 


DOLLIVER,  Jonathan  Prentiss,  jun- 
ior United  States  senator  from  Iowa,  has 
made  his  home  in  Ft.  Dodge  since  1878, 
when,  a  poor  but  ambitious,  hopeful  and  in- 
dustrious young  lawyer,  he  came  there  with 
his  brother,  Robert  H.  Dolliver,  and  opened 
a  law  office.  He  has  developed  along  with 
the  city  and  state  in  which  he  has  lived  and 
has  returned  to  both  large  dividends  on  the 
investment  of  confidence  which  they  made  in 
him.  Senator  Dolliver  was  born  near  King- 
wood,  Preston  County,  Virginia,  now  West 
Virginia,  February  6,  1858.  His  father  is 
James  J.  Dolliver,  who  spent  over  forty 
years  in  the  ministry  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church,  mostly  in  the  mountains  of 
West  Virginia.  Father  Dolliver,  as  he  is 
affectionately  called  by  his  friends,  was  born 
in  Saratoga  County,  New  York,  November 
25,  18 16,  of  New  England  ancestry,  who 
were  mainly  fishermen  and  sailors  along  the 
coast  of  Massachusetts,  where  the  family 
name  is  still  common.  His  father  was  a 
sailor.  James  J.  Dolliver  spent  his  youth  in 
the  state  of  New  Jersey,  though  at  an  early 
age  he  emigrated  to  Ohio  and  began  a  bus- 
iness career  as  a  country  merchant.  In 
1 84 1,  however,  he  was  called  to  the  Meth- 
odist ministry,  in  which  he  spent  the  most 
of  his  active  life.  He  was  married  in  1855 
to  Eliza  J.  Brown,  daughter  of  Robert 
Brown,  near  Kingwood,  Preston  county, 
West  Virginia.  Five  children  were  born  to 
them,  all  of  whom  are  living.  Senator  Dol- 
liver is  the  second  in  age.  The  others  are: 
Robert  H.,  a  Methodist  minister,  born  in 
1856,  now  a  resident  of  Rochelle,  Illinois; 
Victor  B.,  born  in  1861,  now  a  lawver  and  a 


resident  of  Ft.  Dodge,  who  shares  with  his 
brother  the  gift  of  oratory  and  is  one  of  the 
most  popular  campaign  speakers  in  the 
United  States;  Miss  Margaret  Gay,  who 
makes  a  home  for  her  father  in  Ft.  Dodge, 
and  Mrs.  Mary  H.  Graham,  wife  of  Mr.  E. 
R.  Graham,  who  resides  in  Evanston,  Illi- 
nois. The  two  brothers,  Robert  H.  and 
Jonathan  P.,  were  graduated  from  the  Uni- 
versity of  West  Virginia  in  the  same  class 
in  1875.  That  summer  J.  P.  Dolliver  went 
to  Sandwich,  Illinois,  where  he  taught 
school  the  following  winter  in  a  country 
school  known  as  Victor  Center.  The  next 
spring  he  returned  to  his  home  in  West 
Virginia  and  spent  a  year  in  the  study  of 
law  in  the  office  of  his  uncle,  John  J.  Brown, 
of  Morgantown,  returning  the  next  fall  to 
Sandwich,  Illinois,  where  he  was  principal 
-*f  the  high  school.  In  the  spring  of  1878 
the  Dolliver  boys  invested  ail  their  money  in 
law  books  and  came  to  Ft.  Dodge,  where 
they  opened  a  law  office.  They  were  not 
denied  that  valuable  schooling  which  comes 
from  the  struggle  of  vigorous  youth  to  gain 
a  professional  footing  with  but  small  finan- 
cial backing.  They  had  the  usual  struggles, 
such  as  other  young  men  under  similar  cir- 
cumstances have  had,  but  it  was  not  long 
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until  the  people  of  Ft.  Dodge  began  to  know 
that  the  Dolliver  boys  were  made  of  good 
stuff  and  that  there  were  some  things  they 
could  do  better  than  others.  The  future 
senator  soon  gained  a  local  reputation  as  a 
speaker  and  it  spread  to  the  surrounding 
counties  until  he  was  frequently  called  upon 
for  public  addresses,  lectures,  etc.  In  1884 
a  friend,  the  late  Dr.  Chas.  Beardsley  of 
Burlington,  who  was  chairman  of  the  repub- 
lican  state  committee,  told  the  committee 
about  this  wonderful  young  man  from  Vir- 
ginia with  the  gift  of  oratory  and  the  brains 
and  industry  and  ambition  to  put  something 
besides  high-sounding  phrases  into  his 
speeches.  So  Mr.  Dolliver  was  invited  to  be 
temporary  chairman  of  the  republican  state 
convention  in  Des  Moines  in  April,  1884. 
The  speech  he  made  there  lifted  him  from 
the  obscurity  of  a  country  law  office  into  na- 
tional fame.  It  was  the  rising  of  a  new 
star  in  the  political  firmament  and  its  power 
ard  brilliancy  were  at  once  recognized  by 
t!  e  republican  leaders  in  charge  of  the  na- 
tional campaign.  Mr.  Dolliver  was  called 
east  and  bore  a  conspicuous  part  in  that 
Memorable  campaign,  traveling  for  a  time 
and  speaking  with  James  G.  Blaine,  the  re- 
publican nominee  for  the  presidency  in  that 
year.  In  every  campaign  since  then  Mr. 
Dolliver  bas  assisted  his  party  wherever  he 
was  most  needed.  Experience  and  study 
have  ripened  him  into  an  orator  who  not 
only  appeals  to  the  sentiment  and  arouses 
the  enthusiasm  of  partisans,  but  convinces 
the  judgment  of  the  honest  inquirer  who, 
without  partisan  prejudice,  is  seeking  the 
truth. 

In  1886  the  friends  of  Mr.  Dolliver  in  the 
Tenth  district  concluded  to  bring  him  out  as 
a  candidate  for  the  republican  nomination 
for  congressman.  Cyrus  C.  Carpenter  of 
Ft.  Dodge,  former  governor  and  former 
member  of  congress  from  the  Tenth  dis- 
trict, took  a  leading  part  in  this  movement. 
He  was  a  devoted  admirer  of  Mr.  Dolliver, 
who  was  then  less  than  twenty-nine  years 
•Id.  In  the  campaign  which  followed  Mr. 
Jolliver  developed  more  strength  than  any 
other  candidate,  but  was  unable  to  secure 
enough  to  nominate.  The  opposition  suc- 
ceeded in  combining  against  him  and  re- 
nominated A.  J.  Holmes  of  Boone  county 


for  a  third  term.  Two  years  later,  however, 
Mr.  Dolliver  was  nominated  in  the  conven- 
tion at  Webster  City,  and  at  no  time  subse- 
quently did  he  have  any  serious  opposition 
for  renomination.  He  was  renominated  by 
acclamation  every  year  up  to  and  including 
1900.  The  death  of  Senator  John  H.  Gear 
July  14,  1900.  left  a  vacancy  in  the  senate 
which  the  friends  and  admirers  of  Congress- 
man Dolliver  felt  he  was  entitled,  by  his 
long  and  able  service  in  the  house,  to  re- 
ceive. Governor  Shaw  took  this  view  of  the 
situation  and,  unselfishly  putting  aside  his 
own  interests,  he  tendered  to  Mr.  Dolliver 
on  the  22d  of  August,  1900,  the  appoint- 
ment to  be  United  States  senator  to  fill  the 
vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  Senator 
Gear,  and  the  appointment  was  accepted. 
Mr.  Dolliver  at  once  resigned  as  member  of 
congress  and  Judge  J.  P.  Conner  of  Craw- 
ford county  was  nominated  and  elected  to 
succeed  him.  The  appointment  of  Mr.  Dol- 
liver was  at  once  found  to  be  so  strong  with 
the  people,  having  been  made  strictly  upon 
its  merits,  that  all  thought  of  opposition 
faded  away  and  he  was  left  a  clear  field, 
both  for  the  vacancy  and  for  the  full  term 
tollowing  it,  in  which  he  is  now  serving  by 
appointment  and  to  which  his  election  by 
the  legislature  in  1902  is  conceded  by  every 
one. 

Mr.  Dolliver  has  been  entrusted  by  his  as- 
sociates in  congress  with  many  responsibili- 
ties and  duties  of  the  highest  importance  to 
the  republican  party,  the  administration 
and  the  country.  He  has  often  been  the 
spokesman  of  the  administration  upon  the 
floor  of  the  house,  and  in  many  emergencies 
has  been  selected  to  present  the  policy  of 
the  ways  and  means  committee,  of  which  he 
was  a  member,  to  the  congress  and  to  the 
country.  Not  only  on  matters  connected 
with  this  committee,  but  upon  other  great 
occasions,  he  has  been  called  upon  to  make 
the  principal  speech,  in  which  he  set  forth 
as  strongly  as  possible  the  policy  for  which 
the  republican  party  stood.  To  meet  these 
demands,  as  well  as  to  sustain  himself  upon 
other  occasions,  has  required  not  only  great 
industry,  but  prodigious  capacity  for  assim- 
ilating facts  and  presenting  them  logically. 
Those  who  imagine  that  Mr.  Dolliver's  ora- 
tory is  a  spontaneous  outburst  are  greatly 
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mistaken.  He  is,  of  course,  the  master  of 
wit  and  invective  and  his  natural  command 
of  language  is  marvelous,  but  the  thought, 
the  ideas,  the  logical  arrangement,  the  fin- 
ish which  make  Mr.  Dolliver's  speeches  at- 
tractive, powerful  and  convincing  are  the 
result  of  the  hardest  kind  of  labor  and  the 
most  systematic  study.  This  is  not  for  a 
day  or  a  week  or  a  month,  for  Senator  Dol- 
liver  is  a  student  the  year  around.  He  de- 
votes himself  unsparingly  and  conscien- 
tiously to  the  serious  business  of  states- 
manship. He  has  already  collected  a  work- 
ing library  such  as  few  public  men  possess, 
and  in  the  intervals  between  the  sessions  of 
congress  he  spends  a  large  share  of  his  time 
preparing  to  meet  the  problems  which  he 
must  help  to  solve. 

For  a  number  of  years  while  he  was  a 
member  of  congress,  Mr.  Dolliver  was  ea- 
gerly sought  after  as  a  lecturer  and  as  an 
after  dinner  speaker  upon  many  notable  oc- 
casions. His  elevation  to  the  senatorship 
takes  him  out  of  the  lecture  field,  but  in- 
creases other  demands  upon  him  from  vari- 
ous organizations  throughout  the  country 
where  his  services  as  a  speaker  are  desired. 

Mr.  Dolliver  was  married  November  20, 
1895,  to  M'ss  Louise  Pearsons,  daughter 
of  George  R.  Pearsons,  of  Ft.  Dodge,  who, 
while  she  was  born  in  Vermont,  has  lived 
in  Iowa  practically  since  she  was  two  years 
old.  She  is  a  graduate  of  Wellesley  Col- 
lege, in  the  class  of  1889.  and  is  a  woman 
of  great  intellectual  vigor,  who  co-operates 
with  her  husband  in  his  work  and  renders 
him  most  valuable  assistance.  They  have 
one  child,  Marjorie  Eliza,  born  January  22, 
1900. 


WILSON,  James,  Secretary  of  Agricul- 
ture, has  been  closely  identified  with  the 
farm  and  legislation  for  the  farmer  during 
all  of  his  active  life.  He  was  torn  in  Ayr- 
shire, Scotland,  in  1835,  of  parents  who 
were  of  the  farming  people  of  the  country, 
and  was  brought  up  among  people  who  un- 
derstood breeding,  feeding,  dairying  and 
"cropping,"  as  it  was  then  understood  by 
progressive  Scotch  farmers.  The  family 
emigrated  to  Connecticut  in  1835,  an(*  lived 
for  three  years  in  Norwich  engaged  in  dairy 


farming  and  market  gardening.  The  fam- 
ily moved  to  Iowa  in  1855,  purchasing 
prairie  land  from  the  government  just  at 
the  time  when  the  Rock  Island  Railway 
crossed  the  Mississippi  river.  They  were 
too  far  ahead  of  transportation  routes  to 
markets  and  realized  this  when  meats  and 
grains  were  not  saleable  at  paying  prices  un- 
til the  demand  created  by  the  civil  war  made 
better  markets.  The  family  was  a  large  one, 
consisting  of  seven  lx>ys  and  seven  girls,  of 
whom  James  was  the  oldest.  The  father, 
John  Wilson,  l>egan  diversified  farming  at 
once,  keeping  dairy  cows  and  making  cheese. 
feeding  cattle  for  the  market  on  the  theory 
that  the  farm  in  a  new  country  must  provide 
itself  with  feeders  to  consume  grain  rather 
than  that  grain  should  be  sold.  The  neigh- 
borhood where  the  Wilsons  settled  is  to  this 
day  one  of  the  most  progressive  of  any  in 
Iowa.  There  is  no  complaint  there  of  cheap 
grains  and  high  rates  on  corn  to  the  east. 
It  is  one  of  the  greatest  meat  producing  sec- 
tions in  the  state ;  the  farmers  consume  the 
grain  on  the  farms  and  all  the  old  settlers 
have  become  wealthy ;  they  have  well  stocked 
farms,  with  good  buildings,  are  out  of  debt, 
except  for  land  purchased,  they  live  well  and 
educate  the  young  people  at  colleges  in  the 
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state  and  out  of  it.  That  locality  has  always 
kept  up  farm  organizations  where  farm  poli- 
cies are  discussed. 

James  Wilson  was  sent  to  the  state  legis- 
lature in  1867  to  secure  acts  to  prohibit  stock 
from  running  at  large.  Barbed  wire  had 
not  come  into  use  and  fencing  was  not  to  be 
had  for  all  the  fields.  He  secured  a  begin- 
ning along  this  line  that  resulted  in  the 
county  option  laws  under  which  the  prairie 
homes  have  been  settled.  He  developed  an 
aptitude  for  managing  men  and  became  a 
leader  in  the  legislature  of  that  day.  He 
was  re-elected  to  the  Thirteenth  and  Four- 
teenth General  Assemblies,  and  was  made 
speaker  of  the  house  in  the  Fourteenth.  Sen- 
ator Allison  was  a  candidate  for  Harlan's 
seat.  The  state  was  divided  into  two  par- 
tisan camps,  but  Wilson  was  so  strong  with 
the  membership  of  the  house  that  he  was 
nominated  in  the  caucus  without  apposition. 
He  acquired  a  taste  for  the  logic  of  par- 
liamentary law  and  made  a  careful  study  of 
it  from  its  beginning  three  hundred  years 
ago  to  the  present  time,  noting  its  adapta- 
tion to  the  republican  form  of  legislation. 

He  was  sent  to  the  Forty-third  congress 
to  help  in  securing  cheaper  transportation 
down  the  Mississippi  than  by  the  uphill  pull 
over  the  Alleghanies,  and  during  that  con- 
gress the  jettying  of  the  mouth  of  the  Mis- 
sippi  was  arranged  for.  Mr.  Wilson  was  put 
on  the  committees  of  agriculture  and  of  war 
claims,  at  the  bottom  of  each  as  far  as  re- 
publican members  were  concerned.  No  new 
man  gets  prominence  in  that  house  until  sen- 
iority of  service  gives  it  to  him.  He  was 
returned  to  the  Forty-fourth  congress,  but 
it  was  as  heavily  democratic  as  the  Forty- 
third  was  republican,  and  again  Wilson 
stood  low  on  committees.  He  continued  his 
studies  in  parliamentary  law  and  soon  be- 
came an  authority  on  that  subject,  which 
gave  him  the  recognition  that  age  and  serv- 
ice did  not,  so  much  so  that  when  Mr.  Blaine 
was  elected  to  the  senate,  Speaker  Randall 
put  Wilson  in  his  place  on  the  committee  on 
rules.  This  committee  usually  has  two  of 
the  minority  and  three  of  the  majority  and 
has  the  power  to  re-arrange  procedure  so 
that  pending  bills  are  preferred  or  neglected. 
No  member  in  two  terms  ever  gets  recogni- 


tion from  the  leaders  of  his  own  party. 

When  efforts  were  made  during  the  clos- 
ing days  of  the  Forty-fourth  congress  to 
stay  the  count  of  the  election  returns  from 
the  states  as  they  were  reported  by  the  elec- 
toral commission  and  let  the  4th  of  March 
arrive  without  a  decision  regarding  the  elec- 
tion, Wilson's  opportunity  came.  Proctor 
Knott  moved  to  return  to  the  commission 
one  of  the  state  returns ;  a  parliamentary  bat- 
tle ensued,  leaders  on  both  sides  arranged 
the  debate,  who  were  to  speak  and  of  course 
all  other  members  must  be  still  and  listen. 
This  is  always  done.  The  party  lash  on  its 
own  membership  is  severe  and  there  is  no 
court  of  appeal.  Fernando  Wood  stood  with 
the  republicans  desiring  the  completion  of 
the  count,  and  it  was  agreed  among  repub- 
licans that  he  should  occupy  some  of  their 
time.  While  Mr.  Wood,  who  was  the  soul 
of  formality,  was  arranging  his  coat  collar 
and  his  necktie  and  his  gloves,  Wilson,  who 
knew  Fernando  intimately;  rose  and  in  a 
sentence  made  a  point  that  all  the  leaders  of 
his  side  overlooked,  that  it  took  both  houses 
to  create  the  electoral  commission  and  one 
house  could  refer  nothing  to  it.  The  speaker 
declared  him  out  of  order.  He  replied  tha* 
he  knew  it,  but  had  said  all  that  he  cared  to 
say.  Speaker  Randall  ruled  Mr.  Knott's 
motion  out  of  order  on  Wilson's  point,  the 
count  went  on  and  President  Hayes  was 
sworn  in. 

He  retired  to  his  farm  at  the  close  of  the 
Forty-fourth  congress — the  two  term  rule 
was  quite  rigidly  applied  in  Iowa,  and  sev- 
eral gentlemen  were  anxious  for  their  turns. 
Wilson  had  kept  his  farm  in  active  opera- 
tion, his  family  had  lived  on  it  most  of  the 
time,  his  wife  was  a  lover  of  her  home,  her 
neighbors  and  her  family  and  gave  her  in- 
fluence against  further  public  life.  The  sub- 
ject of  transportation  was  prominent  in 
Iowa  minds.  The  people  wanted  all  railway 
men  to  behave  as  well  as  good  railway  men 
did,  and  this  was  not  always  had;  legisla- 
tion had  been  pending  for  many  years  when 
a  commission  was  created  by  the  legislature 
to  inquire,  advise  and  get  facts.  Wilson 
was  appointed  a  member  by  Governor  Sher- 
man to  represent  the  farmers.  Much  infor- 
mation was  secured  and  many  suggestions 


Digitized  by 


Google 


92 


PROGRESSIVE   MEN   OF   IOWA. 


were  made  to  the  railway  men,  all  of  which 
were  promptly  complied  with,  although 
many  were  quite  radical. 

He  resigned  from  the  railway  commis- 
sion to  take  a  seat  in  the  Forty-eighth  con- 
gress. The  state  had  voted  on  the  prohibi- 
tion question  in  the  June  previous  to  the  No- 
vember election,  which  disrupted  the  parties 
in  the  state  very  seriously.  Many  voters 
left  the  republican  party,  which  resulted  in 
a  close  vote  in  Wilson's  district,  the  one  now 
represented  by  Robert  G.  Cousins.  The 
house  of  representatives  was  eighty  demo- 
cratic and  Mr.  Frederick,  Mr.  Wilson's  op- 
ponent, contested  his  seat  on  the  reasonable 
presumption  that  he  would  get  it,  because 
of  the  heavy  majority  in  the  house.  The 
battle  was  stubbornly  contested,  Frederick 
putting  350  voters  on  the  stand  to  reduce 
the  majority  of  his  opponent,  and  Wilson 
calling  out  400  voters  to  increase  his  ma- 
jority. Contested  elections  go  frequently 
by  party  vote,  and  late  in  the  congress  the 
committee  by  a  party  vote,  voted  to  give 
Frederick  the  seat.  The  case  was  permitted 
to  rest  quietly  until  such  time  as  appropria- 
tion bills  would  be  safely  out  of  the  way. 
The  river  and  harbor  bill  in  that  session 
called  for  a  matter  of  $32,000,000,  mostly 
for  the  southern  waters.  Frederick,  who 
was  pressing  for  his  seat,  had  the  promise 
that  as  soon  as  this  bill  was  through  the 
house  he  would  get  his  seat.  That  bill  was 
late  in  getting  through  the  house,  it  was  de- 
bated unusually  long  and  unusual  vigor  was 
shown  by  the  minority.  It  was  never  passed. 
Some  of  its  friends  thought  Frederick  cost 
them  just  the  loss  of  that  sum.  But  in  the 
last  day  of  the  session  in  the  last  hour  Wil- 
son voluntarily  gave  up  his  seat  on  an  agree- 
men  that  a  bill  should  be  voted  on  to  place 
General  Grant  on  the  retired  list  with  the 
position  of  Lieutenant  General.  This  was 
the  only  way  to  get  Grant's  bill  through  the 
house.  At  the  end  of  the  Forty-eighth  con- 
gress Wilson  retired  again  to  his  flocks  and 
herds.  A  number  of  the  editors  of  farm 
journals  prevailed  on  him  to  write  a  weekly 
letter  for  their  papers,  which  for  ten  years 
he  did.  He  has  reached  more  readers  by  this 
means  than  any  other  writer  in  the  west. 

The  chair  of  agriculture  was  vacant  at  the 
Iowa  Agricultural  College  in  1891.     This 


feature  of  education  for  the  young  man 
was  on  trial  in  all  the  states.  It  had  not  been 
a  success  in  Iowa's  farm  college.  Various 
farm  organizations  petitioned  the  trustees  of 
the  institution  to  put  Wilson  in  it.  They 
not  only  did  that,  but  made  him  director  of 
the  Experiment  Station  as  well.  Since  his 
going  there  the  college  has  doubled  in  at- 
tendance, equipments  and  buildings.  The 
station  has  been  working  with  the  farmers 
of  the  state.  Research  has  been  made  in  cat- 
tle feeding.  Beef  and  milk  breeds  have  been 
compared  and  the  cost  of  meats  and  butter 
with  Iowa  conditions  has  been  approximated. 
The  station  has  every  year  grown  sugar 
beets  for  analysis  and  has  clearly  shown 
that  Iowa  conditions  are  favorable  to  the 
manufacture  of  beet  sugar.  Extensive  re- 
search has  been  made  into  legunious  plants 
suitable  to  Iowa  conditions  to  avoid  the  dry- 
ing up  of  dairy  cows  where  pastures  are  bad 
in  the  summer.  Experiments  have  been 
made  to  ascertain  the  practicability  of  this 
method  of  feeding  dairy  cows  during  pro- 
tracted drouths.  All  of  the  well  known 
breeds  of  sheep  have  been  bred  at  the  station 
under  similar  conditions  to  ascertain  which 
breed  is  best  adapted  to  Iowa  conditions.  An 
educational  and  experimental  creamery  has 
been  built  and  kept  in  successful  operation 
every  week  day  in  the  year,  where  problems 
relating  to  butter  and  cheese  production  are 
studied  and  where  about  seventy-five  young 
men  are  taught  dairying  and  related  sciences 
every  year.  Mr.  Wilson  has  been  engrossed 
in  this  work  and  would  not  leave  it  for  any 
office  his  friends  might  suggest.  When 
President-elect  McKinley  invited  him  to  en- 
ter his  cabinet  to  assist  him  in  helping  the 
farmers  of  the  nation  and  the  people  of  Iowa 
of  all  parties  backed  up  the  proposition,  he 
accepted. 

Secretary  Wilson  has  accomplished  a  vast 
amount  of  good  for  the  agricultural  inter- 
ests of  the  country  since  he  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  cabinet.  He  began  to  apply  the 
rules  of  common  sense  to  the  work  of  help- 
ing the  farmers  to  find  a  market  for  their 
produce  and  to  produce  what  would  most 
easily  find  a  profitable  market.  Mr.  Wilson 
has  taken  a  great  interest  in  the  development 
of  the  beet  sugar  industry  and  through  his 
special  agent,  Charles  F.  Saylor,  of  Iowa, 
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has  gathered  together  a  store  of  Information 
of  immense  practical  value  to  investors  and 
farmers  engaging  in  the  business.  He  has 
also  stimulated  the  dairy  industry  by  finding 
a  better  market  abroad  for  American  butter 
and  in  various  other  ways. 

Mr.  Wilson  was  married  May  7,  1863,  to 
Esther  Wilbur.  They  have  six  children. 
Miss  Flora  Wilson  presides  over  the  Secre- 
tary's home  in  Washington  with  rare  grace 
and  tact  and  is  one  of  the  favorites  in  Wash- 
ington society.  Two  of  the  sons  are  operat- 
ing the  home  farm  in  Tama  county.  An- 
other was  in  Paris  in  1900,  connected  with 
the  United  States  Department  of  the  Paris 
Exposition. 


HENDERSON,  COLONEL  DAVID  BREMNBR, 
speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives,  was  born 
in  Old  Deer.  Aberdeenshire,  Scotland,  March  14, 
1840.  The  family  came  to  America  when  David 
was  six  years  old  and  first  settled  on  a  rented 
farm  in  Winnebago  County,  Illinois,  in  1846.  The 
family  had  one  British  sovereign  left  when  they 
reached  Chicago,  they  having,  as  they  believed, 
been  swindled  out  of  the  accumulations  of  the  life- 
time of  the  father,  Thomas  Henderson,  before 
starting  from  Scotland  for  the  new  world,  and 
which  treatment  induced  their  leaving  the  land 
of  their  birth.  In  three  years  in  Illinois  they  ac- 
cumulated sufficient  to  move  to  Fayette  County, 
Iowa,  where  they  acquired  a  large  tract  of  govern- 
ment land  in  the  northeastern  part  of  that  county 
which  soon  became  known  as  "Henderson  Prairie" 
and  still  bears  that  name. 

When  they  landed  in  Chicago,  George  Kerr,  a 
nephew  of  Mrs.  Henderson,  whose  maiden  name 
wns  Barbara  Legge,  met  the  family  in  Chicago 
with  two  covered  wagons  and  they  proceeded  to 
Winnebago  county,  where  by  pluck  and  industry 
they  prospered.  The  boyhood  life  of  the  pioneer 
was  an  exceedingly  busy  one.  Many  things  that 
are  now  accomplished  with  the  aid  of  machinery 
were  then  done  by  the  exercise  of  muscle  and 
native  Ingenuity.  The  hours  of  labor  were  long 
and  furnished  little  time  for  play  or  study. 
Nevertheless  young  Henderson  read  largely 
of  the  English  classics  before  he  was  six- 
teen years  old,  attended  school,  taught, 
among  others,  by  his  brother  George  in 
the  frontier  rude  school  houses,  went  to  church 
on  Sundays  and  in  the  vigor  of  his  manhood  be- 
came a  famous  athlete.  He  was  the  champion 
wrestler  in  that  section  of  the  country.  In  one 
wrestling  match  he  broke  an  arm,  which  being 
improperly  set  by  the  rude  surgeons  of  the  period 
and  place,  incapacitated  him  for  manual  labor  for 
several  months.  This  gave  him  leisure  for  think- 
ing and  studying  and  soon  he  became  inspired 
with  a  strong  desire  for  a  college  education.  In 
the  meantime,  even  during  the  busy  harvest  sea- 
sons, when  able  to  work,  he  never  neglected  his 


studies,  going,  without  aid,  through  Ray's  Arith- 
metic, an  English  grammar  and  other  studies.  At 
the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  entered  Upper  Iowa 
University  at  Fayette,  in  Fayette  County,  Iowa, 
and  for  three  years  he  was  a  student  in  this  in-, 
stitutlon  when  not  working  in  the  harvest  field. 
He  taught  school  one  term  when  his  arm  was 
broken  and  continued  his  studies  at  the  Upper 
Iowa  University  until  the  civil  war  broke  out 

Young  Henderson  made  up  his  mind  that  it  was 
the  duty  of  young  men  to  drop  whatever  they 
might  be  at  and  offer  their  services  to  their  coun- 
try. With  the  assistance  of  two  fellow-students  a 
plan  was  made  to  spring  the  question  upon  the 
university.  One  evening  after  prayers  in  the 
chapel  he  asked  for  permission  of  the  faculty  to 
speak  a  few  momenta  "on  a  subject  of  vital  in- 
terest to  every  one  present"  This  was  a  strange 
request  from  a  student,  but  giving  assurances  that 
he  had  no  complaint  and  no  protest  to  make,  but 
merely  wished  to  be  heard  in  the  interest  of  all 
the  college,  the  faculty  consented.  Immediately 
young  Henderson  made  his  first  war  speech.  Since 
he  was  eight  years  old  he  had  belonged  to  de- 
bating societies,  some  winters  attending  three 
during  the  winter,  and  was  ever  ready  to  debate 
with  feeling  and  effectiveness  whatever  he  be- 
lieved to  be  right  and  true.  At  the  conclusion  of 
the  speech  referred  to  he  drew  a  series  of  resolu- 
tions concluding  with  the  words,  "we  therefore 
drop  our  books  to  fight  our  country's  battles."  At 
once  he  signed  the  muster  roll  and  was  followed 
by  twenty-one  fellow-students.  He  immediately 
went  out  into  Fayette  county  and  in  six  days  had 
increased  his  little  band  to  104  men.  He  was 
tendered  the  captaincy  of  the  company,  but  de- 
clined it  on  the  plea  that  he  thought  himself  too 
young  and  inexperienced.  Having  enlisted  on  Sep- 
tember 15,  1861,  it  will  be  seen  that  he  was  only 
in  his  twenty-second  year.  He  then  nominated  a 
young  man  who  was  in  his  senior  year,  and  much 
older  than  himself,  namely,  W.  W.  Warner,  a 
farmer's  boy,  as  captain.  He  was  elected  and 
immediately  Henderson  was  unanimously  chosen 
as  first  lieutenant,  which  he  accepted.  This  band 
of  Fayette  county  boys,  mostly,  went  at  once  to 
Camp  Franklin  at  Dubuque,  Iowa,  where  Colonel 
William  B.  Allison,  then  a  military  aid  to  Gover- 
nor Klrkwood,  was  recruiting  troops  to  furnish 
Iowa's  quota  to  the  Union  Army.  They  marched 
to  Camp  Franklin  led  by  Colonel  Allison.  This 
was  the  first  meeting  of  the  two  men  who  for 
nearly  forty  years  have  been  more  like  brothers 
than  friends.  8ome  of  the  other  companies  in 
the  Twelfth  Iowa,  to  which  they  were  assigned, 
not  being  full,  Colonel  Allison  detailed  Henderson 
to  go  back  to  Fayette  county  and  get  more  volun- 
teers. He  was  gone  but  a  few  days  and  returned 
with  thirty-three  volunteers  and  the  whole  cost 
of  the  expedition  was  $13.16.  Colonel  Allison 
opened  his  eyes  in  wonder  when  most  of  the 
money  was  returned,  and  asked  for  an  explana- 
tion as  to  how  he  had  accomplished  so  much  with 
so  little  expense.  Henderson  replied  that  he  had 
found  volunteers  everywhere  to  feed  and  care  for 
his  men  and  when  they  reached  McGregor  the 
boats  had  stopped  running.  He  found  one  boat 
at  Prairie  du  Chien  opposite  McGregor.  Most  of 
the  men  had  deserted  the  vessel,  the  captain  and 
engineering  alone  remaining.  He  made  a  deal 
with  this  boat  to  work  their  passage  down  to  Du- 
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buque  if  no  charge  was  made.  Thia  proposition 
was  accepted  by  the  captain.  Henderson  put  his 
thirty-three  men  on  board  and  they  acted  as' 
roustabouts  from  there  to  Dubuque,  carrying  on 
wood  at  Clayton  City  and  other  points,  the  young 
lieutenant  shouldering  the  firewood  with  the  rest 
of  the  boys.  The  men  that  he  brought  in  were 
added  to  new  companies,  Company  C,  to  which 
Henderson  belonged,  not  needing  any  more. 

The  regiment  saw  the  hardest  kind  of  service. 
In  a  short  time  Lieutenant  Henderson  saw  his 
first  fight  at  Ft.  Henry,  crossed  over  twelve  mileB 
to  Donelson  and  the  captain  being  absent,  led  the 
company  in  a  desperate  charge  at  Fort  Donelson, 
supporting  the  gallant  Second  Iowa.  They  moved 
steadily  forward  through  the  abbatls  under  heavy 
fire  to  the  first  line  of  breastworks,  where  Hen- 
derson was  severely  wounded  in  the  head.  The 
ball  fractured  his  jaw.  It  was  supposed  to  be  a 
fatal  wound.  But  not  so,  his  strength,  courage 
and  vi^or  carried  him  through  and  he  lived  to 
fight  another  day.  In  the  battle  of  Corinth,  Octo- 
ber 4,  1862,  he  was  again  severely  wounded,  re- 
sulting in  the  amputation  of  a  leg.  Before  he  had 
recovered  from  this  wound  Colonel  Allison  on  the 
request  of  William  Larrabee,  afterwards  gover- 
nor, and  Ellas  H.  Williams,  afterwards  supreme 
judge  in  Iowa,  appointed  him  commissioner  of 
the  board  of  enrollment  for  the  Third  district  of 
Iowa,  and  he  worked  continuously  and  earnestly 
to  effect  the  organization  of  this  board  and  pre- 
pared and  conducted  the  draft  which  was  used  in 
1864.  But  this  did  not  content  Henderson,  who 
was  constantly  thinking  of  his  comrades  and 
friends  at  the  front.  When  a  call  came  from 
President  Lincoln  for  more  troops  the  Forty-sixth 
Iowa  Infantry  was  organized  and  Lieutenant 
Henderson,  though  he  had  already  lost  a  leg, 
tendered  his  services  to  the  governor  and  he  was 


r elected  colonel  of  this  regiment  and  appointed 
such  June  10,  1864.  and  Berved  until  the  end  of 
his  term  of  service,  which  was  also  practically  the 
end  of  the  war.  In  November,  1865,  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  Colonel  Allison,  then  a  member  of 
congress  from  the  Third  district,  Colonel  Hender- 
son was  appointed  collector  of  internal  revenue 
for  the  Third  district  of  Iowa  and  served  until 
June,  1869,  when  he  resigned  to  become  a  member 
of  the  law  firm  of  Shiras,  VanDuzee  &  Hender- 
son, in  Dubuque.  He  had  studied  law  with  Bissell 
and  Shiras  and  when  Mr.  Bissell,  then  attorney 
general,  died,  Mr.  Shiras,  now  judge  of  the  United 
States  district  court,  northern  district  of  Iowa, 
tendered  him  the  vacancy,  although  he  had  not 
tried  a  single  case  in  court.  He  at  once  resigned 
the  collectorship  and  entered  vigorously  into  the 
practice  of  the  law.  Soon  after  he  was  appointed 
assistant  United  States  district  attorney  for  the 
northern  division  of  Iowa,  resigning  in  1871  so 
that  he  might  devote  all  of  his  energy  to  the  prac- 
He  is  now  a  member  of  the  law  firm  of  Hender- 
tice  of  his  profession.  He  At  once  took  high  rank 
as  a  member  of  the  profession  and  has  been  one 
of  the  leading  members  of  the  bar  in  Dubuque. 
He  is  now  a  member  of  the  law  firm  of  Hender- 
son, Hurd,  Lenehan  &  Kiesel.  His  ability  to  com- 
prehend and  analyze  the  motives  of  men  and  his 
great  ability  and  long  training  as  a  debater,  made 
him  a  very  successful  advocate. 

No  better  analysis  of  Colonel  Henderson's  char- 
acter has  been  made  than  that  by  his  friend,  Hon. 
Jacob  Rich,  of  Dubuque,  which  is  given  herewith : 

"With  a  great  aptitude  for  public  affairs,  and  a 
strong  bent  towards  a  public  career,  he  hesitated 
long  before  entering  upon  it.  But  he  had  so  en- 
deared himself  to  thousands  by  his  abounding 
good  fellowship,  his  warm-hearted  impulses,  his 
intellectual  strength,  his  political  sincerity  and 
tact,  that  he  could  not  deny  them  when  they 
called  him  in  1882  to  accept  the  congressional 
nomination  which  they  unanimously  tendered  him. 
and  he  was  elected  to  the  Forty-eighth  congress 
by  a  splendid  majority.  It  is  surely  a  man  ot 
remarkable  force  and  tact,  of  sincerity  and  hon- 
esty and  ability,  commanding  the  confidence  as 
well  as  the  friendship  of  party  friends  and  con- 
stituents, who  can  so  long  overcome  the  natural 
antagonisms  of  opposing  interests,  personal  and 
political,  of  his  district,  as  to  be  able  to  secure 
for  nine  consecutive  terms  a  unanimous  nomina- 
tion by  his  party  friends,  and  even  more  than  bis 
party  strength,  at  each  resulting  election.  This 
Colonel  Henderson  has  done  and  it  gives  one  indi- 
cation of  his  fitness  to  lead  and  harmonize  his 
party  in  the  house  of  representatives,  should  he 
be  elected  the  speaker. 

"His  eighteen  years  of  experience  in  the  house, 
his  service  for  long  years  on  the  appropriations 
committee  and  of  late  years  as  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  judiciary,  and  next  to  the  speaker 
on  the  committee  on  rules,  have  not  only  given 
him  fullest  knowledge  of  the  needs  and  resources 
of  the  nation,  but  have  made  him  the  peer  of  any 
member  in  parliamentary  knowledge,  and  aptitude 
in  forwarding  the  public  business  without  arbi- 
trary invasion  of  individual  or  party  rights.  Hia 
tact  is  proverbial,  his  judgment  clear  and  head 
always  cool.  With  a  voice  of  splendid  tone  and 
volume,  magnetic  in  oratory,  ready  of  wit,  know- 
ing how  to  still  passion  by  jolly  speech  or  kindly 
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•expression,  but  firm  as  adamant  in  maintaining 
personal  rights  or  executive  privileges,  he  has  all 
the  elements  of  a  great  speaker.  Cut  off  from 
presidential  aspirations  by  his  foreign  birth,  he 
will  have  no  ambition  but  to  write  his  name 
alongside  the  names  of  Clay  and  Blaine  and  Col- 
fax and  Carlisle  and  Reed,  who  have  so  greatly 
honored  themselves  and  the  speakership.  Going 
to  the  office,  as  he  will,  if  he  reaches  it,  un- 
hampered by  pledges  or  combinations,  he  will 
have  but  the  single  purpose  to  organize  the  house 
on  the  basis  of  the  merit  and  efficiency  of  mem- 
bers. A  keen  student  of  men,  with  strength  for 
almost  exhaustless  labor,  he  will  act  only  on  the 
fullest  knowledge,  and  will  know  how  to  smooth 
out  the  wrinkles  of  disappointment  by  every  dem- 
onstration of  kindly  intention.  The  iron  hand  of 
leadership  will  always  have  a  velvet  covering  with 
great-hearted  David  Henderson,  but  it  will  be  felt 
always  when  duty  and  country  make  its  pressure 
necessary.  But  it  will  leave  no  pretext  of  faction, 
and  give  no  excuse  for  party  division. 

"Colonel  Henderson  is  universally  popular  in 
Iowa  with  all  classes  and  all  parties,  despite  his 
sturdy  republicanism.  For  many  years  no  coun- 
cil of  his  party  friends  in  the  state  has  been 
thought  complete  without  him,  and  three  times 
he  has  been  sent  at  the  head  of  Iowa's  delegations 
to  presidential  nominating  conventions.  He  is 
the  idol  of  the  veteran  soldiers,  whose  sturdy 
champion  he  has  always  been,  and  yet  he  has  no 
disposition  to  put  the  military  above  the  civit 
arm,  and  has  a  brave  soldier's  horror  of  war. 
Some  years  ago  he  was  the  orator  at  the  reunion 
of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  with  the  ap- 
plause of  the  veterans  of  Grant  and  Sherman  de- 
nounced war  and  its  horrors  and  the  tendency  to 
glorify  the  triumphs  of  arms  rather  than  the 
agencies  of  peace.  Hence,  like  his  fellow  soldier, 
McKinley,  he  was  slow  in  entering  upon  the 
struggle  with  Spain,  and  was  a  potent  force  in 
the  president's  inner  council  that  sought  first  to 
exhaust  every  agency  short  of  war  to  solve  the 
Cuban  problem,  and  succeeded  in  saving  the  na- 
tion from  the  mistake  of  a  hurried  recognition  of 
Cuban  independence.  He  has  upheld  the  hands 
of  the  president  in  every  step  taken  during  the 
war  and  since  and  there  can  be  no  question  that 
as  speaker  he  will  lend  to  the  president  an  honest 
support  in  the  working  out  of  the  great  prob- 
lems of  administration  which  the  war  has  brought 
upon  the  party  and  upon  the  country.  No  man 
was  ever  safer  to  repel  the  assaults  upon  the  in- 
tegrity of  the  currency,  and  protection  to  Amer- 
ican labor  and  the  laborer  has  ever  been  a  car- 
dinal doctrine  of  his  political  creed.  He  has  been 
too  poor  to  buy  stocks  in  corporations  and  trusts, 
and  too  honest  to  accept  a  gift  from  any  of  them 
for  expected  services.  So  he  is  today  even  poorer 
than  when  he  entered  congress,  and  with  all  the 
marvelous  vigor  of  his  manhood's  years  given  to 
the  service  of  his  country  it  brought  him  much 
in  honor,  but  nothing  in  wealth. 

"His  home  life  is  one  of  great  simplicity  in  con- 
sequence. Both  at  Washington  and  Dubuque  he 
occupies  apartments  in  hotels,  less  from  taste, 
perhaps,  than  from  motives  of  economy.  His 
family  consists  of  a  wife  and  a  young  lady  daugh- 
ter, one  daughter  being  married,  and  a  son  in 
business  in  Minnesota.  Mrs.  Henderson,  if  she 
is  to  become  the  wife  of  the  next  speaker,  is  well 


calculated  to  grace  the  position.  Mentally  ac- 
complished, graceful  in  person,  cordial  in  manner 
and  lovely  in  character,  she  would  do  all  that 
was  needed  to  supplement  the  services  and  to  aug- 
ment the  popularity  of  her  distinguished  hus- 
band." 

Colonel  Henderson  was  elected  speaker  of  the 
house  December  4,  1899.  He  had  no  opposition  in 
the  republican  caucus.  Other  candidates  who 
were  suggested  had  all  withdrawn  some  months 
before,  because  it  became  apparent  that  the  house 
wanted  Colonel  Henderson  for  speaker;  that  he 
was  pre-eminently  the  man  best  fitted  and  most 
clearly  entitled  to  the  high  honor.  He  is  now 
serving  his  tenth  term.  His  re-election  in  Decem- 
ber, 1901,  is  assured  by  the  election  of  an  in- 
creased republican  majority  in  the  house  and  by 
the  satisfaction  which  his  service  in  the  chair 
has  given  to  the  members  and  to  the  country. 

Colonel  Henderson  was  married  March  4,  1866, 
to  Augusta  A.  Fox.  Three  children  have  been 
born  to  them,  namely:  Mrs.  S.  C.  Peaslee,  born 
July  21,  1867;  Belle  S.  Henderson,  born  January 
13,  1870,  and  Don  A.  Henderson,  born  November 
2,  1872.  He  belongs  to  the  Key  City  Club  of  Du- 
buque, the  Chicago  Club  of  Chicago,  and  the 
Metropolitan  Club  of  Washington,  D.  C.  Upper 
Iowa  University  and  Cornell  College  of  Iowa  con- 
ferred upon  him  the  degree  of  LL.  D. 


BOIES,  Horace,  Governor  of  Iowa  from 
1890  to  1894,  was  probably  more  spoken  of 
and  oftener  referred  to  throughout  the 
United  States  than  any  other  man  the  State 
of  Iowa  ever  put  forward,  with  the  possible 
exception  of  Senator  Allison.  He  arrested 
the  attention  of  politicians  and  the  people  of 
the  country  generally  by  giving  them  a  tre- 
mendous surprise  in  1889,  when  he  was 
elected  governor  of  Iowa  on  the  democratic 
ticket  agent  Joseph  G.  Hutchison,  and 
two  years  later  he  repeated  his  victory  by 
securing  an  increased  majority  over  Hiram 
C.  Wheeler,  the  republican  nominee  for  gov- 
ernor. His  first  election  was  attributed  al- 
most wholly  to  the  republican  pfotest 
against  the  attitude  of  the  republican  party 
on  the  prohibition  question,  and  was  a  de- 
mand for  more  liberal  legislation.  His  elec- 
tion in  1 89 1  was  a  continuance  of  this  de- 
mand, especially  from  the  locality  where  the 
prohibition  law  was  not  enforced,  but  other 
causes  contributed  to  the  result.  The  cred- 
itable administration  of  the  office  by  Gover- 
nor Boies  was  not  the  least  of  these  causes. 
His  personal  popularity  and  his  unequalled 
strength  with  the  people  probably  contrib- 
uted more  to  his  re-election  than  anv  other 
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single  cause.  At  this  distance  from  the  cam- 
paign this  is  the  judgment  of  conservative 
observers  of  both  parties.  In  1892  and 
again  in  1896  the  name  of  Governor  Boies 
was  presented  to  the  Democratic  National 
Convention  as  a  candidate  for  the  presiden- 
tial nomination.  He  developed  a  strong  fol- 
lowing both  times,  and  the  vice-presidential 
nomination  was  virtually  offered  to  him  in 
1892.  There  is  no  doubt  he  could  have  had 
it,  but  he  declined.  Governor  Boies  has  been 
a  national  figure  from  the  day  he  was  first 
elected  governor  and  his  speeches  and  pub- 
lic letters  have  attracted  universal  attention 
and  respect  throughout  the  nation.  He  has 
always  had  the  reputation  for  conservatism 
and  honesty  in  his  public  utterances  and  for 
this  reason  has  never  failed  to  command  the 
confidence  of  the  public.  He  has  never  gone 
to  the  length  of  the  extremist,  even  in  his 
own  party. 

Horace  Boies  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Aurora,  Erie  County,  New  York,  Decem- 
ber 7,  1827.  His  father,  Eben  Boies,  was 
a  farmer  in  moderate  circumstances  and  was 
a  soldier  in  the  war  of  181 2.  He  was  of 
French  descent,  the  original  family  name  be- 
ing Du  Bois,  changed  by  some  of  the  earliest 
ancestors   in  this  country   to    Boies.      The 


governor  is  a  lineal  descendant  of  David 
Boies,  the  first  of  his  family  who  came  to 
this  country.     He  settled  in  the  town  of 
Blanford,  Massachusetts,  some  time  in  the 
seventeenth  century  and  died  there,  leav- 
ing several  children,  one  of  whom  was  Joel 
Boies,  grandfather  of  the  governor.     The 
latter's  mother,  Esther  Henshaw  Boies,  was 
a  daughter  of  a  revolutionary  soldier,  also 
a  farmer,  who  was  of  English  descent    The 
educational  advantages  of  the  neighborhood 
in  which  the  Boies  family  lived  were  very 
poor.     He  went  to  school  in  a  log  school 
house  in  the  vicinity  and  had  a  few  terms  in 
a  select  school,  but  his  father  could  not  af- 
ford to  send  him  away  to  school.  The  spring 
following   his   sixteenth   birthday,    Horace 
started  west  alone  to  make  his  fortune  and 
for  the  next  four  years  spent  most  of  his 
time  working  on  the  farm  in  the  summer 
and  teaching  school  in  the  winter  in  South- 
ern Wisconsin  and  Northern  Illinois.      He 
endured  a  great  many  severe  hardships  and 
being  but  a  boy  was  often  imposed  upon. 
This  experience  taught  him  to  sympathize 
with  the  lowly  and  the  struggling,  and  it 
made  him  a  most  tender  hearted  man.     At 
the  end  of  this  struggle  he  returned  to  New 
York  and  May  10,  1848,  married  one  of  his 
boyhood  school  mates,  Adela  King,  whom 
he  had  never  lost  sight  of  and  who  had 
waited  for  him  all  this  time.    Through  her 
influence  he  entered  a  law  office  and  for  two 
years  studied  law,  doing  chores  most  of  the 
time  for  his  board,  while  his  wife  supported 
herself  by  teaching.     At  the  end  of  two 
years  hard  study  he  was  one  of  four  in  a 
class  of  thirteen  who  were  admitted  to  prac- 
tice in  the  courts  of  New  York.     He  prac 
ticed  his  profession  in  and  near  Buffalo  un- 
til   1867,  and  during  that  time  was  once 
elected  as  a  republican  to  the  lower  house  of 
the  legislature.     His  first  wife  died  in  No- 
vember,  1855,  and  in   1858  he  was  again 
married  to  Miss  Versalia  M.  Barber,  daugh- 
ter of  the  late   Dr.   Barber  of   Waterloo. 
Iowa.    MTo  these  good  women  to  more  than 
all  other  causes  combined,"  says  Governor 
Boies,  "I  owe  whatever  success  has  come  to 
me  in  this  life."    In  the  spring  of  1867  Mr. 
Boies  and  his  wife  removed  to  Waterloo, 
Iowa,  where  his  wife's  parents  had,  in  the 
meatime,  located.     Soon  after  his  arrival  he 
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formed  a  partnership  in  the  practice  of  law 
with  H.  B.  Allen,  and  not  long  after  the  late 
Judge  Couch  was  taken  into  the  firm,  which 
continued  until  1877,  when  Mr.  Allen  with- 
drew on  account  of  his  health.  The  busi- 
ness was  thereafter  conducted  by  Boies  and 
Couch,  and  by  Boies,  Couch  and  Boies,  the 
latter  being  the  governor's  oldest  son.  Mr. 
Couch  was  elected  district  judge  in  1882, 
and  James  L.  Husted,  now  district  judge  in 
the  Dubuque  district,  was  taken  into  the 
firm,  which  became  Boies,  Husted  and  Boies. 
Since  his  election  as  governor  in  1889  Mr. 
Boies  has  taken  no  part  in  the  practice  of 
his  profession.  Since  the  expiration  of  his 
second  term  of  office  the  governor  has  de- 
voted his  time  to  the  care  of  his  two  large 
farms  in  Grundy  county. 

Prior  to  the  organization  of  the  repub- 
lican party  Mr.  Boies  acted  with  the  Whigs. 
He  joined  the  republican  party  at  its  birth 
and  acted  with  it  until  1884,  when,  on  ac- 
count of  its  position  on  the  tariff  and  pro- 
hibition, he  left  it  and  united  with  the  demo- 
cratic party,  where  he  has  since  remained. 
He  has  never  belonged  to  any  church  or  so- 
cieties other  than  the  Good  Templars  in  his 
boyhood  days.  His  parents  were  Presby- 
terians and  he  was  educated  in  the  faith  of 
that  denomenation.  One  child  was  born  of 
the  first  wife,  Clara  Adela,  now  Mrs.  John 
Carson.  The  children  by  his  second  wife 
were  E.  L.  Boies,  Jessie  Boies  and  Herbert 
B.  Boies.  Jessie  spent  most  of  her  time  with 
the  Governor  in  Des  Moines  during  his  first 
term  of  office,  and  did  much  to  make  his 
services  acceptable  to  the  people  of  the  state. 
Her  health  failed  in  the  early  part  of  his 
second  term  and  she  died  at  their  home  in 
Waterloo  on  January  1,  1894. 


CLARKSON,  Richard  PERKiNHON,ed- 
itor  and  principal  owner  of  the  fowa  State 
Register,  is  one  of  the  most  interesting, 
original  and  forceful  characters  in  the  state. 
He  has  grown  up  in  the  newspaper  business. 
His  father,  Coker  F.  Clarkson,  lived  in 
Brookville,  Indiana,  where  Richard  was 
born  in  1840,  and  there  the  elder  Clarkson 
conducted  a  weekly  paper  called  the  Indiana 
American,  and  his  sons,  Richard   P.   and 


James  S.,  learned  their  trade  in  that  office. 
In  1855  the  family  came  to  Grundy  County, 
Iowa,  and  settled  on  a  farm,  where  they 
lived  for  some  fifteen  years.  In  the  spring 
of  1861  Richard  entered  the  office  of  the 
Des  Moines  Register  as  a  printer,  but  the 
following  October  he  enlisted  as  a  private 
in  Company  A,  Twelfth  Iowa  Infantry.  He 
was  captured  with  that  regiment  at  Shiloh 
April  6,  1862,  and  was  confined  seven 
months  in  a  rebel  prison.  Afterwards  he 
returned  to  his  regiment  and  served  to  the 
end  of  the  war,  when  he  returned  to  the 
Grundy  county  farm  and  remained  until 
1870.  The  father  and  his  two  sons  then 
bought  the  Iowa  State  Register.  Eighteen 
months  later  occurred  the  famous  senatorial 
contest  between  James  Harlan,  then  United 
States  senator,  and  William  B.  Allison, 
member  of  congress  and  condidate  for  the 
senatorship.  The  elder  Clarkson  favored 
Harlan,  but  the  boys  were  for  Allison.  The 
matter  was  settled  quite  unexpectedly  to  the 
senior  partner,  for  the  boys  secured  from 
him  an  offer  to  sell  his  share,  and  they  raised 
the  money  and  paid  him  the  cash  with  the 
assistance  of  the  then  wealthy  and  power- 
ful B.  F.  Allen,  since  a  hopeless  bankrupt. 

The  firm  of  Clarkson  Brothers  then 
formed  has  never  been  discontinued  at  the 
head  of  the  paper,  and  it  has  always  been 
the  ambition  of  Richard,  who  is  the  elder  of 
the  two.  to  perpetuate  that  firm  and  make  it 
as  strong  in  the  second  generation  as  in  the 
first.  He  probably  takes  as  much  pride  in 
having  accomplished  this  purpose  as  in  any 
and  all  other  achievements  of  his  busy  and 
successful  life.  James  S.  Clarkson's  en- 
trance into  national  politics,  beginning  along 
about  1880,  took  him  gradually  more  and 
more  away  from  his  newspaper,  until,  in 
1889,  when  he  had  been  absent  nearly  all 
the  time  for  more  than  a  year,  he  sold  his 
interest  in  the  paper  to  his  brother  for 
$87,500.  The  transfer  was  made  December 
4,  1889,  nineteen  years  after  the  Clarkson 
family  had  bought  the  paper  from  Mills  & 
Co.,  for  $30,000.  The  firm  name  of  "Clark- 
son Brothers"  was  not  taken  down,  and  in 
1 89 1,  when  John  R.  Clarkson,  eldest  son  of 
Richard  P.,  became  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
he  was  made  business  manager  and  given 
one-tenth  interest  in  the  property.     He  had 
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I>een  previously  trained  in  the  business  of- 
fice, and  understands  all  departments  of  the 
nevvspaj)er  business.  In  1895,  when  Mr. 
Clarkson's  other  son,  Frank  I\,  became  of 
age,  he  was  made  city  editor  and  given  one- 
tenth  interest,  the  same  as  his  brother.  When 
in  the  spring  of  1898  Cyrenus  Cole,  asso- 
ciate editor  of  the  paper,  resigned  to  be- 
come editor  of  the  Cedar  Rapids  Republican, 
Frank  Clarkson  took  his  place,  so  that  now 
the  responsible  positions  of  editor,  associate 
editor  and  business  manager  are  all  held  by 
Clarksons.  R.  P.  Clarkson  has  also  two 
daughters:  Rlizal>eth  R.,  married  to  Judge 
E.  R.  Meek  of  Texas,  a  United  States  dis- 
trict judge,  and  Bertha,  the  wife  of  Joseph 
S.  Zwart,  of  Des  Moines. 

The  editor  of  the  Register  is  perhaps  the 
m;>st  misunderstood  man  in  the  state.  His 
habits  of  industry  and  his  unwillingness  to 
>l>end  his  time  away  from  his  work  mingling 
with  other  men  have  given  him  the  reputa- 
tion of  l>eing  a  recluse,  which  he  does  not 
deserve,  for  he  is  always  glad  to  see  and 
talk  to  |>ersons  who  have  something  to  say 
and  who  say  it  in  a  businesslike  way.  It  is 
true,  however,  that  he  is  too  busy  to  gossip 
or  visit  as  some  people  would  like  to  have 
him.  Not  one  of  his  employes  puts  in  as 
mam*  hours  of  solid  work  as  the  head  of  the 


establishment,   for  he  works  about  sixteen 
hours  a  day. 

Independence,  integrity,  industry,  firm- 
ness, kindness  and  order  are  the  prominent 
traits  of  Mr.  Clarkson's  character,  and  they 
manifest  themselves  every  day  in  his  news- 
paper. When  James  S.,  or  "Ret,"  as  he 
was  better  known,  was  in  the  editorial  chair 
the  editorial  page  was  often  the  last  one  to 
go  to  the  press  room,  and  he  frequently 
stayed  away  from  his  office  until  late  in  the 
evening,  and  then  returned,  set  two  stenog- 
raphers at  work  and  proceeded  to  write  with 
lightning  rapidity  to  fill  the  paper  with  the 
ideas  and  news  which  he  had  accumulated 
during  the  day.  The  present  editor  is  quite 
the  reverse.  He  does  his  work  with  careful 
regularity  and  according  to  a  system  which 
is  never  changed.  The  editorial  copy  must 
be  in  by  5  o'clock,  and  the  editorial  page  is 
closed  and  sent  to  the  stereotype  room  the 
first  of  all. 

The  Clarksons  are  known  in  every  part 
of  Iowa  as  loyal  friends  and  dangerous 
enemies,  and  fighters  always.  But  no  one 
can  show  that  in  all  these  nearly  thirty  years 
of  political  strife  they  have  ever  done  a 
mean  or  dishonorable  thing,  though  they 
have  often  been  extremely  tenacious  about 
having  their  own  way,  both  as  to  candi- 
dates and  policies,  and  have  made  some  con- 
tests very  bitter  by  stinging  personal  at- 
tacks. They  never  dispute  with  the  repub- 
lican party,  however,  and  when  a  convention 
has  settled  a  question  it  is  settled  in  the  Reg- 
ister office.  But  even  in  the  most  extreme 
partisan  service  there  is  a  high  degree  of 
honor,  which  Mr.  Clarkson  once  showed 
very  plainly  to  a  political  manager  who 
tried  to  publish  through  the  Register  a 
shameful  campaign  sensation  a  day  or  two 
l>efore  election.  His  suspicion  was  aroused, 
and  when  investigation  proved  the  untruth- 
fulness of  the  story  his  indignation  was  al- 
most uncontrollable,  and  he  ordered  every 
vestige  of  the  story  destroyed,  though  elabo- 
rate fac  simile  plates  had  been  made.  He 
would  not  allow  it  taken  out  of  the  office. 

His  favorite  nickname  for  the  pa|>er  is 
"the  always  truthful,"  and  he  tries  to  make 
it  deserxc  the  name.  He  pursues  a  policy 
usually  conservative,  but  sometimes  radical 
in  the  extreme,  for,  once  convinced  that  he 
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is  right,  he  plunges  into  a  controversy  with 
all  his  might,  and  never  quits  while  there  is 
any  cause  to  fight.  Yet  he  is  great  enough 
to  sometimes  own  that  he  has  made  a  mis- 
take that  must  be  corrected. 

Next  to  reliability,  cleanliness  is  insisted 
upon  in  all  departments  of  the  paper,  and 
charity  for  the  unfortunate  is  never  refused. 
Almost  any  person  who  gets  into  trouble  can 
enlist  Mr.  Clarkson's  sympathies,  and  espe- 
cially if  an  innocent  person  is  to  be  harmed 
by  publicity,  the  Register  will  certainly  be 
silent.  The  Register  is  sometimes  spoken 
of  as  a  paper  with  a  heart,  because  it  will 
never  unnecessarily  wound  the  feelings  of 
any  one. 

Mr.  Clarkson  has  no  interest  outside  his 
newspaper.  He  has  always  refused  to  take 
stock  in  local  enterprises,  though  he  has 
been  a  liberal  contributor  toward  securing 
them.  He  has  preferred  to  retain  his  inde- 
pendence from  all  obligations  outside  his 
own  office. 

In  1867  Mr.  Clarkson  was  married  to 
Miss  Aggie  Green,  and  they  have  one  of  the 
happiest  and  most  comfortable  homes  in 
Iowa.  Of  the  four  children,  heretofore  re- 
ferred to,  all  are  married  but  the  eldest, 
John  R.,  who  was  born  June  21,  1868. 
Frank  P.,  born  July  14,  1874,  was  married 
April  29,  1897,  to  Miss  Louise  Knott,  of 
Sioux  City.  They  have  one  child :  Katherine 
L.,  born  February  20,  1898.  Elizabeth  R., 
the  older  daughter,  was  married  October  2, 
1890,  to  E.  R.  Meek.  They  have  two  chil- 
dren: Richard  C,  born  November  12,  1891, 
and  Douglas  G,  born  August  2,  1893.  The 
family  lives  in  Ft.  Worth,  Texas.  Bertha, 
the  youngest  child,  was  married  December 
27,  1900,  to  Joseph  S.  Zwart,  of  Des 
Moines. 


CUMMINS,  Albert  B.,  republican  nom- 
inee for  governor  of  Iowa,  and  one  of 
the  most  successful  lawyers  in  the  west, 
has  achieved  success  by  his  own  ef- 
forts, having  been  thrown  entirely  upon  his 
own  resources  when  he  was  nineteen  years 
old.  He  was  born  in  Greene  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, February  15,  1850.  His  father, 
Thomas  L.  Cummins,  was  of  Scotch-Irish 
ancestry,  and  his  mother,  whose  maiden 
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name  was  Sarah  B.  Flenniken,  traces  her 
parentage  back  to  the  Emerald  Isle.  With 
such  a  parentage,  and  careful  training  in 
their  boyhood,  the  Cummins  boys  grew  up 
to  regard  their  honor  as  their  most  precious 
inheritance  and  most  valuable  treasure,  no 
matter  what  else  the  world  might  give  them. 
They  have  never  departed  from  this  govern- 
ing motive.  James  G  Cummins,  brother 
of  Albert  B.,  is  a  well  known  insurance  man 
in  Des  Moines,  secretary  of  the  Equitable 
Life  Insurance  company.  Albert  B.  obtained 
his  elementary  education  in  the  public 
schools  and  the  Waynesburg,  Pennsylvania, 
college,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1869, 
and  came  that  fall  to  Iowa.  He  lived  in 
Elkader,  Clayton  county,  employed  as  a 
clerk  in  the  office  of  the  county  recorder,  as 
a  carpenter,  and  finally  as  a  clerk  and  then 
as  messenger  for  the  express  company  be- 
tween McGregor  and  St.  Paul.  In  1871  he 
went  to  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  where  he  arose 
from  assistant  surveyor  of  Allen  county  to 
division  engineer  and  then  assistant  chief 
engineer  in  the  construction  of  the  Cincin- 
nati, Richmond  &  Fort  Wayne  railway.  The 
next  year  he  was  engineer  in  charge  of  the 
construction  of  the  Northern  Central  Michi- 
gan railway,  between  Jonesville  and  Lan- 
sing. When  this  work  was  completed,  in 
December,  1872,  Mr.  Cummins  concluded 
to  study  law,  and  entered  the  law  office  of 
McClellan  &  Hodges,  in  Chicago,  111.,  Janu- 
ary 1,  1873.  He  was  admitted  to  practice 
two  years  later  and  was  at  once  made  a 
member  of  the  firm,  which  was  known  as 
McClellan,  Hodges  &  Cummins.  Mr. 
Hodges  soon  retired  and  the  other  members 
of  the  firm  carried  on  the  business  till  1878, 
when  Mr.  Cummins  came  to  Des  Moines 
and  formed  a  law  partnership  with  his 
brother,  J.  G  Cummins.  This  continued 
two  years,  when  J.  G  retired  and  went  into 
other  business.  In  1881  Mr.  Cummins 
went  into  the  law  firm  of  which  Judge 
George  G.  Wright,  Thomas  S.  Wright  and 
Carroll  Wright  were  members,  the  firm  be- 
coming Wright,  Cummins  &  Wright.  Judge 
Wright  withdrew  in  1883  and  Thomas 
Wright  in  1886,  the  latter  going  to  Chicago 
to  become  assistant  general  counsel  and  then 
general  counsel  of  the  Chicago,  Rock  Is- 
land &  Pacific  railway.       The  firm  for  a 
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number  of  years  was  known  as  Cummins  & 
Wright,  enjoying  the  largest  and  most 
profitable  practice  of  any  firm  in  Des 
Moines,  if  not  in  the  state.  They  have  been 
the  attorneys  for  some  of  the  most  import- 
ant interests  in  the  state  and  nation,  making 
a  specialty  of  corporation  law.  They  were 
the  attorneys  for  most  of  the  railway  com- 
panies having  lines  in  Des  Moines,  includ- 
ing the  Des  Moines  Union,  Des  Moines, 
Northern  &  Western,  Wabash,  Chicago, 
Rock  Island  &  Pacific,  Chicago  Great  West- 
ern, and  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy. 
In  1896  Mr.  Carroll  Wright  withdrew  from 
the  firm  and  gave  his  entire  time  to  the  Iowa 
business  of  the  Rock  Island.  The  firm  now 
is  Cummins,  Hewitt  &  Wright.  The  lat- 
ter. Craig  Wright,  is  a  son  of  the  late  T.  S. 
Wright,  and  Mr.  J.  P.  Hewitt  was  for  sev- 
eral years  with  Cummins  &  Wright.  Mr. 
Cummins  is  the  attorney  for  the  gas  and 
water  companies  and  many  other  local  cor- 
porations. In  1 88 1  he  took  up  the  fight  to 
break  the  barbed  wire  monopoly  and  suc- 
ceeded in  winning  a  victory  for  the  un- 
licensed manufacturers,  so  that  they  were 
not  obliged  to  pay  tribute  to  the  Washburn- 
Moen  Company.  This  battle,  which  lasted 
for  five  years,  was  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant legal  victories  again    a    monopoly 


that  has  ever  been  won  for  the  public.  Mr. 
Cummins  is  a  director  in  the  Des  Moines 
Union,  Des  Moines,  Northern  &  Western 
and  Des  Moines  &  St.  Louis  Railway  com- 
panies. When  Mr.  Cummins  was  nominated 
for  governor,  he  withdrew  from  the  firm 
and  Carroll  Wright  resumed  his  place 
therein. 

The  name  of  A.  B.  Cummins  is  known  to 
every  republican  in  the  state,  and  very  few 
have  contributed  as  much  as  he  to  party 
success.  For  many  years  he  has  been  in 
great  demand  every  year  as  a  speaker,  and 
he  has  never  failed  to  give  liberally  of  his 
time  and  money  to  any  cause  that  he  be- 
lieved in.  But  he  would  not  follow  the  re- 
publican party  beyond  his  convictions,  and 
in  1887,  when  a  large  number  of  repub- 
licans in  Polk  county  concluded  to  nom- 
inate a  legislative  ticket  that  represented  a 
more  liberal  view  on  the  liquor  question, 
Mr.  Cummins  reluctantly  consented  to  be 
one  of  the  candidates  for  the  house.  Though 
the  county  had  given  a  republican  majority 
of  2,000  the  year  before,  he  was  elected, 
and  in  the  legislature  was  acknowledged  to 
be  the  most  brilliant  member,  who  was  al* 
ways  listened  to,  though  the  majority  of  the 
house  was  not  with  him  on  the  prohibition 
question  at  that  time.  Subsequent  experi- 
ence has  brought  the  party  and  the  people 
around  to  substantially  the  position  then  oc- 
cupied by  Mr.  Cummins  on  this  question. 
In  all  but  this  one  issue,  Mr.  Cummins  and 
others  of  similar  views  and  position  acted 
with  the  republican  party,  then  and  always. 

The  republican  state  central  committee 
made  Mr.  Cummins  temporary  chairman  of 
the  state  convention  March  17,  1892,  when 
delegates  were  selected  to  the  national  con- 
vention in  Minneapolis.  The  effect  of  his 
speech  upon  the  convention  was  such  that 
it  was  with  difficulty  that  he  prevented  the 
convention  from  making  him  a  delegate-at- 
large,  and  as  it  was,  he  was  unanimously 
chosen  alternate-at-large.  The  republicans 
of  the  state  have  never  lost  sight  of  or  ceased 
to  admire  Mr.  Cummins  since  that  day,  and 
he  was  made  the  head  of  the  republican 
electoral  ticket  the  following  June,  and 
made  a  thorough  canvass  of  the  state  that 
fall.  In  January,  1894,  Mr.  Cummins  was 
presented  by  the  Seventh  congressional  dis- 
trict as  a  candidate  for  United  States  sen- 
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ator  to  succeed  James  F.  Wilson.  After  a 
hard  contest,  in  which  Congressmen  Hep- 
burn, Perkins  and  Lacey  and  Attorney  Gen- 
eral Stone  were  candidates,  the  field  was 
unable  to  agree,  and  Congressman  John  H. 
Gear,  of  Burlington,  was  elected. 

This  contest  was  but  an  introductory  one. 
It  served  to  introduce  Mr.  Cummins  to  the 
friendship  of  many  men  who  were  then  tied 
up  to  other  candidates  before  he  entered 
the  field.  Six  years  later  Mr.  Cummins  was 
again  a  candidate  to  succeed  Senator  Gear. 
He  drew  about  him  the  earnest,  devoted  and 
intensely  active  support  of  many  thousand 
republicans,  including  a  large  proportion  of 
the  party  leaders  in  the  state.  They  made 
a  campaign  for  Mr.  Cummins  that  was  the 
wonder  and  admiration  of  politicians.  But 
the  interests  of  other  prospective  candidates 
were  such  that  their  influence  was  thrown 
in  the  scale  for  Senator  Gear,  and  he  won, 
although  Mr.  Cummins  lost  the  senatorship 
by  a  very  narrow  margin.  Since  the  death 
of  Senator  Gear  the  friends  of  Mr.  Cum- 
mins are  again  resolved  to  urge  the  election 
of  the  man  they  so  much  admire  and  respect. 

Mr.  Cummins  was  nominated  for  gover- 
nor on  the  first  ballot  by  the  Republican 
State  Convention  in  Cedar  Rapids,  August 
7.  1901. 

In  1896,  at  St.  Louis,  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  republican  national  commit- 
tee from  Iowa,  succeeding  James  S.  Clark- 
son.  In  the  campaign  that  followed,  he  was 
one  of  the  most  important  figures,  being 
closely  associated  in  the  management  of  the 
campaign  at  Chicago.  He  is  a  prominent 
figure  at  all  republican  state  conventions,  a 
man  whom  every  one  wants  to  see. 

Mr.  Cummins  was  married  to  Miss  Ida 
L.  Gallery,  of  Eaton  Rapids,  Michigan,  in 
1874.  They  have  a  beautiful  home  on 
Grand  avenue  in  Des  Moines,  where 
they  dispense  a  cordial  hospitality.  One 
daughter,  Kate,  now  the  wife  of  Mr.  Hollis 
Rawson,  has  been  born  to  them.  Mr.  Cum- 
mins* private  library,  like  his  law  library,  is 
one  of  the  choicest  and  largest  in  the  state. 


HULL,  John  Albert  Tiffin,  congress- 
man from  the  Seventh  Iowa  district,  chair- 
man of  the  committee  on  military  affairs  in 


the  national  House  of  Representatives,  has 
been  for  a  generation  one  of  the  strongest 
factors  in  Iowa  politics.  Few  men  in  Iowa 
have  been  honored  by  the  people  as  he  has 
been,  and  few  men  ever  won  the  confidence 
and  support  of  the  people  and  held  it  unin- 
terruptedly as  he  has  held  it.  Captain  Hull 
was  born  at  Sabina,  Clinton  County,  Ohio, 
May  1,  1 84 1,  and  is  the  son  of  Dr.  A.  Y. 
Hull  and  Margaret  E.  Hull,  who  were  mar- 
ried in  Frankfort,  Ohio  in  1837,  and  came  to 
Iowa  in  1849,  settling  in  Polk  county.  Dr. 
Hull  was  one  of  the  pioneer  physicians  in 
Des  Moines  and  continued  to  live  in  that 
city  almost  continuously  until  the  latter 
years  of  his  life.  He  died  in  Kansas,  where 
he  was  living  with  a  son,  in  1900.  Captain 
Hull's  mother  died  in  Pueblo,  Colorado,  in 
1892.  John  A.  T.  Hull  has  grown  up  with 
the  state.  He  was  educated  at  the  public 
schools  in  Des  Moines  and  attended  Asbury, 
Indiana,  University  and  Iowa  Wesleyan 
College  at  Mt.  Pleasant.  In  the  spring  of 
1862  he  was  graduated  from  the  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  Law  School  and  immediately  enlisted 
in  the  Twenty-third  Iowa  Volunteer  Infan- 
try. He  became  first  lieutenant  and  was 
subsequently  promoted  to  be  captain,  and  in 
the  famous  charge  of  the  Twenty-third  Iowa 
regiment  at  Black  River  Bridge,  May  17, 
1863,  he  was  severely  wounded.  He  was 
compelled  to  resign  on  account  of  wounds 
in  October,  1863.  He  had  come  home  on  a 
furlough  during  that  summer  and  while  in 
Des  Moines  recuperating  his  strength  was 
married  to  Miss  Emma  Gregory,  who  was 
one  of  the  most  popular  young  ladies  in  Des 
Moines  at  that  time.  Notwithstanding  his 
wounds,  he  returned  to  his  regiment,  but 
was  not  strong  enough  to  endure  the  service, 
so  he  was  obliged  to  resign. 

After  some  experiments  in  the  cattle  bus- 
iness on  the  Yellowstone  and  in  Arkansas, 
Captain  Hull  went  into  the  newspaper  bus- 
iness in  Birmingham,  Van  Buren  county, 
where  he  conducted  a  weekly  newspaper 
called  the  Enterprise.  Not  long  after  he 
secured  control  of  the  Bloomfield  Repub- 
lican, which  he  successfully  conducted  for 
several  years  and  in  this  way  entered  poli- 
tics. In  1870  he  was  elected  assistant  secre- 
tary of  the  state  senate  and  in  1872  became 
secretary.      His   efficiency   in   this   position 
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and  his  obliging  and  courteous  manner  se- 
cured his  re-election  in  1874,  1876  and  1878. 
In  the  summer  of  1878  he  was  nominated 
by  the  republican  state  convention  for  secre- 
tary of  state  and  ^yas  elected  and  re-elected 
in  1880  and  1882.  In  1885  he  was  a  prom- 
inent candidate  for  governor,  at  the  time 
William  Larrabee  was  nominated,  and  at 
the  urgent  solicitation  of  representatives  of 
both  sides  in  the  contest  for  the  gubernato- 
rial nomination,  which  was  very  close,  he 
agreed  to  accept  the  nomination  for  lieuten- 
ant governor  that  the  ticket  might  have  the 
benefit  of  his  personal  strength  in  the  state. 
He  contributed  not  a  little  to  the  success  of 
the  party  that  year  and  in  1887  was  again 
nominated  for  lieutenant  governor  and  for 
much  the  same  reasons.  He  was  a  superb 
presiding  officer,  considered  by  many  to  be 
the  best  the  senate  ever  had.  Clear,  quick, 
fair  and  business-like,  his  administration 
was  an  exceedingly  popular  one.  In  1889 
he  was  again  a  candidate  for  the  republican 
nominated  for  governor  in  the  famous  con- 
vention in  which  H.  C.  Wheeler  of  Odebolt 
and  J.  G.  Hutchison  of  Ottumwa  were  his 
opponents.  Captain  Hull  was  the  leading 
candidate,  but  his  friends  were  not  quite 
able  to  secure  the  necessary  majority  of  the 


convention  and  Mr.  Hutchison  was  nom- 
inated after  a  two  days'  struggle.  Mr. 
Hutchison  was  defeated  by  Horace  Boies 
and  Mr.  Wheeler  suffered  the  same  fate  two 
years  later.  It  was  claimed  by  the  friends 
of  Captain  Hull  that  he  was  entitled  to  this 
nomination  under  a  tacit  agreement  that  he 
should  have  it  in  return  for  his  sacrifice 
made  in  1885,  when  he  accepted  the  lieu- 
tenant-governorship for  the  sake  of  the 
party.  The  nomination  of  Mr.  Hutchison 
was  a  compromise  and,  as  is  so  often  the 
case,  was  not  entirely  satisfactory.  Captain 
Hull's  friends  think,  and  many  who  did  not 
support  him  at  that  time  now  believe,  that 
if  he  had  been  nominated  he  would  have 
been  elected.  In  1890  Captain  Hull  was 
unanimously  nominated  by  the  republicans 
to  represent  the  Seventh  district  in  congress, 
succeeding  Major  E.  H.  Conger,  who  had 
been  appointed  Minister  to  Brazil.  He  has 
been  nominated  and  elected  to  each  succeed- 
ing congress,  having  had  but  one  contest  for 
the  nomination,  in  1896,  when  he  was  op- 
posed by  James  G.  Berryhill  of  Des  Moines. 
He  carried  Polk  county  by  a  large  majority, 
winning  in  nearly  every  precinct,  and  was 
thereupon  renominated  without  further  op- 
position. 

Captain  Hull  took  a  deep  interest  in  mili- 
tary affairs  and  served  several  sessions  on 
the  committee  on  military  affairs,  so  that 
when  the  Fifty-third  congress  met  in  De- 
cember, 1895,  Mr.  Hull  had  earned  and  re- 
ceived from  Speaker  Reed  the  chairmanship 
of  the  committee  on  military  affairs.  The 
war  with  Spain  and  the  policy  of  territorial 
expansion  growing  out  of  it  made  this  one 
of  the  most  important  committees  in  the 
House,  and  much  of  the  time,  the  most  im- 
portant. As  chairman  of  this  committee, 
Captain  Hull  wielded  a  powerful  influence 
in  the  country  and  became  one  of  the  most 
conspicuous,  as  well  as  one  of  the  most  use- 
ful, men  in  congress.  He  had  charge  of  all 
the  army  legislation,  both  during  and  after 
the  war,  and  it  was  he  who  brought  about 
the  reorganization  of  the  army  on  a  new 
basis  which  was  satisfactory  to  the  country 
and  to  the  administration,  as  was  shown  by 
the  strong  approval  it  received  in  the  na- 
tional election  in  1900. 

Congressman  Hull  had  attained  high  rank 
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and  influence  in  congress  before  the  Spanish 
war  brought  him  into  special  prominence 
on  account  of  his  position  at  the  head  of  the 
committee  on  military  affairs.     His    long 
political  career  had  shown  him  to  be  "a  good 
mixer."     He  was  popular  with  everyone. 
He  was  always  willing  and  glad  to  help  a 
friend,  and  few  members  of  congress  have 
as  many  personal  friends  among  the  mem- 
bers as  he.  He  is  a  good  student  and  quickly 
grasps  the  situation  in  all  the  great  ques- 
tions pending  in  congress.    He  is  a  man  of 
clear  judgment  and  practical  business  sense, 
who  has  been  successful  in  his  own  affairs, 
as  well  as  in  the  administration  in  he  public 
business.    These  qualities  gave  him  strength 
in  Washington  and  he  soon  became  a  favor- 
ite and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  valu- 
able supporters  of  the  administration  on  the 
floor  of  the  House.    No  man  in  congress  is 
closer  to  the  president  than  the  member  from 
the  Seventh  Iowa  district.    His  personal  in- 
fluence was  demonstrated  when  he  secured 
the  location  of  an  army  post  at  Des  Moines. 
It  was  made  a  full  regimental  cavalry  post, 
which  means  an  expenditure  within  a  year 
or  two  of  more  than  two  millions  of  dollars. 
Captain  and  Mrs.  Hull  have  three  chil- 
dren: Albert,  born  August  16,  1866,  is  now 
surgeon  of  the  National  Home  for  Disabled 
Volunteer  Soldiers,  located  at  Ft.  Leaven- 
worth. Kansas;  John  Adley,  born  August 
7,  1874,  who  early  took  an  active  interest  in 
military  life  and  was  captain  of  Company  A 
of  Des  Moines,  entered  the  volunteer  service 
when  the  Spanish  war  broke  out  and  before 
he  left  the  mustering  camp  in  Des  Moines 
was  appointed  Lieutenant  Colonel  and  Jucige 
Advocate,  United  States  Volunteers,  serving 
in  Mobile,  Porto  Rico,  Lexington,  Ky.,  and 
Huntsville,  Ala.,  and  reporting  to  Maj.  Gen. 
Otis  at  Manila,  P.  I.,  just  after  the  outbreak 
of  the  natives,  where  he  soon  had  very  im- 
portant work.    Upon  the  reorganization  of 
the  army  in  1901,  his  record  of  service  was 
such   that    he   was   appointed    Major   and 
Judge  Advocate  in  the  permanent  establish- 
ment and  was  assigned  to  the  Department 
of  California  at  San  Francisco,  serving  as 
the  legal  adviser  of  Major  General  Shafter, 
a  position  of  great  responsibility,  which  he 
fills  with  entire  satisfaction  to  his  superiors. 
He  has  a  brilliant  prospect,  for  it  will  not  be 


many  years  before  he  will  necessarily  be  pro- 
moted and  will  become  Judge  Advocate  Gen- 
eral of  the  United  States  army.  Miss  An- 
nette, born  August  19,  1864,  is  the  close 
confidant  of  her  father,  and  is  as  ready  to 
grasp  a  political  situation  as  any  of  his  ad- 
visers. Congressman  Hull,  who  is  exten- 
sively interested  in  business  enterprises  in 
Des  Moines  and  in  the  Philippine  Islands, 
spent  the  summer  of  190 1  in  the  Philippines, 
accompanied  by  his  wife  and  daughter.  He 
made  an  exhaustive  investigation  into  the 
conditions  in  the  islands,  so  that  he  might 
be  prepared  to  act  intelligently  as  a  member 
of  congress. 


CONGER,  Major  Edwin  H.,  envoy  ex- 
traordinary and  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
the  United  States  of  America  to  China,  is 
a  resident  of  Des  Moines.  He  comes  of 
good  old  Revolutionary  stock.  His  great- 
grandfather, James  Conger,  of  New  York, 
served  as  a  private  in  the  Fifth  Albany  com- 
pany in  the  New  York  state  militia  in  the 
Revolutionary  War.  Major  Conger's  par- 
ents were  Lorentus  E.  Conger  and  Mary 
W.  Hurd  Conger,  the  latter  of  sturdy  Ver- 
mont ancestry.  They  came  west  at  an  early 
day  and  settled  in  Knox  County,  Illinois, 
near  Galesburg,  where  they  engaged  in 
farming,  and  later  Mr.  Conger  was  inter- 
ested in  banking.  By  his  industry  and  bus- 
iness judgment  he  accumulated  a  compe- 
tence, wholly  through  the  efforts  of  him- 
self and  wife,  for  they  started  with  nothing 
but  their  own  abilities  and  plenty  of  cour- 
age in  a  new  country.  Edwin  was  born  in 
Galesburg,  March  7,  1843,  and  his  boyhood 
career  was  not  different  from  others  in  that 
day.  He  worked  on  the  home  farm  and 
learned  how  value  is  created  by  earning  his 
own  way  in  the  world  as  he  went  along,  on 
the  farm.  He  attended  the  district  school 
and  fitted  himself  for  college,  graduating  in 
the  classical  course  in  Lombard  University 
in  1862.  He  immediately  enlisted  for  the 
defense  of  his  country  in  the  One  Hundred 
and  Second  Illinois  infantry  and  was  pro- 
moted from  time  to  time  on  his  merits  to 
first  lieutenant,  captain,  and  finally  was 
brevetted  major  "for  gallant  and  meritorious 
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service  on  the  field."  He  was  with  the  Army 
of  the  Cumberland  in  all  its  battles,  from 
October,  1862,  until  the  close  of  the  war; 
he  went  with  Sherman  on  the  famous  march 
from  Atlanta  to  the  sea,  and  on  through  the 
Carolinas  and  Virginia  to  Washington  for 
the  grand  review  at  the  close  of  the  war. 
Major  Conger  belongs  to  the  two  great  sol- 
dier organizations,  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic  and  the  Loyal  Legion.  After  the 
close  of  the  war  he  entered  the  Albany  Law 
School,  graduated  in  1866,  and  practiced 
law  in  Galesburg,  Illinois,  until  1868,  when 
he  removed  to  Madison  County,  Iowa,  and 
engaged  in  farming  and  stock  raising.  It 
was  not  long  until  he  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  board  of  supervisors  of  Madison 
county.  In  1874  he  removed  to  Dexter, 
Dallas  county,  and  opened  a  banking  house 
under  the  firm  name  of  Conger,  Pierce  & 
Company,  and  in  1877  was  elected  treasurer 
of  that  county. 

While  serving  his  second  term  as  county 
treasurer,  he  was,  in  1880,  nominated  by 
the  republicans  and  elected  state  treasurer, 
holding  the  office  two  terms.  In  1884  he 
was  elected  to  the  Forty-ninth  congress  from 
the  Seventh  district  and  was  twice  re- 
elected,   resign;ng   in    1890   to   accept   the 


Brazilian  mission  at  the  hands  of  President 
Harrison.  In  this  capacity  he  assisted  in 
the  negotiation  and  operation  of  the  first 
reciprocity  treaty  under  the  McKinley  tar- 
iff, that  with  Brazil.  It  was  on  account  of 
his  valuable  services  in  this  connection  and 
the  high  repute  in  which  he  was  held  in  Bra- 
zil, as  well  as  on  account  of  his  high  standing 
as  a  republican,  that  he  was  reappointed  by 
President  McKinley.  It  was  conceded  that 
he  should  return  to  complete  the  work  he 
had  so  well  begun. 

Major  Conger's  congressional  career  was 
a  distinguished  and  useful  one.  He  was 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  coinage, 
weights  and  measures,  and  was  a  member  of 
the  conference  committee' that  framed  the 
Sherman  silver  purchase  act  of  1890.  He 
was  the  promoter  of  the  "Conger  pure  lard 
bill,"  that  passed  the  house  in  1890,  but 
failed  in  the  senate.  Among  the  most  im- 
portant of  his  congressional  services  was  his 
successful  effort  to  secure  the  transfer  of 
the  weather  service  from  the  war  depart- 
ment to  the  department  of  agriculture,  which 
has  greatly  increased  its  efficiency  and  value 
to  the  farmers.  He  was  always  active  in 
pension  work  and  is  responsible  for  import- 
ant amendments  to  the  pension  laws.  Major 
Conger  has  never  been  anything  but  a  re- 
publican and  has  always  been  active  in  the 
party's  service.  He  is  regarded  as  one  of 
the  strongest  campaign  speakers  in  the  state, 
and  in  1896  was  unanimously  chosen  to 
head  the  electoral  ticket  for  McKinley.  He 
made  a  thorough  canvass  of  every  congres- 
sional district  in  the  state,  making  fifty- 
seven  speeches,  and  his  work  was  among  the 
most  satisfactory  and  effective  that  was  done 
in  that  memorable  campaign.  When  the 
legislature  decided  to  build  a  new  hospital 
for  the  insane  at  Cherokee,  Major  Conger 
was  appointed  a  member  of  the  commission 
to  have  charge  of  the  expenditure  of  the 
$400,000  appropriated,  and  was  treasurer  of 
the  commission.  He  belongs  to  the  Masonic 
order  and  to  the  Grant  Club  of  Des  Moines. 
His  church  is  the  Universalist.  Immediately 
after  graduating  from  the  Albany  Law 
School  he  was  married  to  Sarah  J.  Pike,  of 
Galesburg,  Illinois,  and  two  children  were 
born  to  them,  Laura  and  Lorentus.  The 
latter  died  in  his  youth. 
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In  1898,  when  the  Chinese  puzzle  again 
pi  csented  itself  to  the  civilized  nations,  Pres- 
ident McKinley  looked  about  for  the  man 
who  could  be  trusted  to  represent  the  United 
States  in  this  critical  position.  He  had 
known  Major  Conger  in  congress,  where 
they  occupied  adjoining  seats.  So  he  con- 
cluded without  a  hint  from  any  one  to  ask 
him  to  consent  to  a  transfer  from  Brazil  to 
Peking.  When  Major  Conger  received  this 
request  by  cable  he  fulfilled  the  prediction 
which  Senator  Allison  made  when  the  pres- 
ident asked  him  what  Conger  would  do  by 
saying  that  he  was  a  soldier  and  this  was  in 
the  nature  of  a  command  which  he  must 
obey.  So  he  went  to  China,  where  his  diplo- 
matic experience,  sound  judgment  and  wide 
knowledge  of  the  interests  of  the  United 
States  made  his  services  there  productive  of 
the  best  results.  When  the  Boxer  uprising 
began  in  1900,  culminating  in  the  action  of 
the  imperial  government  against  all  foreign- 
ers, including  the  diplomatic  corps,  Major 
Conger  was  surrounded  by  a  household  of 
women,  including  his  wife  and  daughter 
and  Miss  Mary  Conger  Pierce,  daughter  of 
his  sister,  and  several  guests  of  the  family. 
They  passed  through  the  terrible  siege  of 
1900  when  the  civilized  world  supposed  they 
had  all  been  murdered.  Major  Conger  bore 
an  heroic  part  during  this  ordeal  and  so  did 
the  women  of  his  household.  When  the 
trouble  was  over  Major  Conger  put  aside 
his  personal  feelings  and  with  entire  absence 
of  a  desire  for  revenge  made  himself,  as  the 
representative  of  the  United  States,  the  best 
friend  that  China  had  in  the  adjustment  of 
her  troubles.  In  May,  1901,  the  Conger 
family  returned  to  the  United  States  on 
leave  of  absence  and  were  received  with  ova- 
tions and  rejoicing  over  their  almost  mirac- 
ulous escape  from  death.  From  San  Fran- 
cisco to  Des  Moines  attentions  were  be- 
stowed upon  them  and  at  Council  Bluffs  a 
great  reception  and  banquet  were  given  in 
their  honor.  In  Des  Moines  the  state  house 
was  thrown  open  and  thousands  and  thou- 
sands of  people  came  to  greet  the  Congers 
and  to  congratulate  them  upon  their  return. 
Many  public  demonstrations  were  made  in 
his  honor  throughout  the  country.  He  had 
managed  the  affairs  of  the  United  States  in 
China  with  such  good  judgment  that  it  was 


the  earnest  desire  of  the  president  that  he 
should  return  to  his  post,  which  he  did  after 
the  expiration  of  his  two  months'  leave  in 
the  United  States.  He  was  urged  by  many 
of  his  friends  to  become  a  candidate  for  the 
republican  nomination  for  governor,  but  de- 
clined to  do  more  than  to  say  that  if  he  were 
nominated  he  would  feel  it  his  duty  to  ac- 
cept. 


ROBERTS,  George  E.,  Director  of  the 
Mint  of  the  United  States,  had,  as  the  editor 
of  the  Ft.  Dodge  Messenger  and  an  editorial 
contributor  to  the  Chicago  Inter-Ocean,  Chi- 
cago Times-Herald,  St.  Louis  Globe  Demo- 
crat, Des  Moines  Capital  and  other  papers, 
won  a  national  reputation  as  a  writer  on 
finance.  He  was  best  known  in  the  United 
States  prior  to  his  appointment  as  Director 
of  the  Mint  by  his  three  books  on  finance, 
"Coin  at  School  in  Finance,"  1895;  "Iowa 
and  the  Silver  Question,"  1896,  and 
"Money,  Wages  and  Prices,"  1897.  It  was 
this  work  which  brought  him  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Hon.  Lyman  J.  Gage.  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  and  secured  his  appoint- 
ment, wholly  unsolicited,  to  be  Director  of 
the  Mint.  This  appointment  was  made  in 
1897.  Mr.  Roberts  is  a  native  of  the  state, 
born  at  Colesburg,  Delaware  County, 
August  19,  1857.  His  father  was  David 
Roberts,  whose  father  and  mother  came 
to  this  country  from  Wales,  and  David 
was  born  in  Utica,  N.  Y.  At  the  age  of  18 
David  Roberts  left  New  York  and  went  to 
New  Orleans  and  up  the  Mississippi  river 
to  Van  Buren  county,  in  1840.  Early  in  the 
fifties  he  went  to  Rock  Island,  111.*  where  he 
met  and  married  Mary  Harvey.  She  was  a 
native  of  Maine,  who  had  removed  to  Rock 
Island  with  her  parents  as  a  child.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Roberts  lived  in  Delaware  and 
Dubuque  counties  until  they  went  to  Fort 
Dodge,  which  was  in  1873.  Their  son 
George  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
in  the  counties  where  the  family  lived,  and 
in  the  Fort  Dodge  high  school.  At  the  age 
of  16  he  left  school  and  went  into  the  office 
of  the  Fort  Dodge  Messenger,  then  owned 
and  conducted  by  Albert  W.  and  Pauline 
Swalm,  to  learn  the  printer's  trade.  After 
several  years  training  in  this  good  school, 
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he  started  out  with  his  first  newspaper  ven- 
ture, the  Vindicator,  at  Jesup,  Buchanan 
county,  in  1877,  where  he  remained  six 
months,  when  he  sold  the  paper  to  accept 
the  city  editorship  of  the  Sioux  City  Journal. 
Six  months  of  that  work  made  him  long  for 
a  paper  of  his  own,  so  in  1878  he  bought  an 
interest  in  the  Fort  Dodge  Messenger,  and 
a  year  later  secured  the  full  control  of  the 
paper,  which  he  still  owns.  The  Messenger 
is  one  of  the  strongest  county  papers  in 
Iowa,  having  a  daily  and  weekly  edition. 
The  paper  occupies  a  position  of  wide  in- 
fluence in  the  city,  county  and  state,  and  is 
very  valuable  property,  making  handsome 
financial  returns.  In  January,  1882,  at  the 
age  of  twenty-four  years,  Mr.  Roberts  was 
elected  state  printer  by  the  legislature,  hold- 
ing the  office  three  terms,  or  six  years.  Mr. 
Roberts  has  held  no  other  state  offices,  but  he 
has  been  a  prominent  and  influential  figure 
in  state  politics  almost  since  attaining  his 
majority.  He  has  helped  to  write  many 
state  platforms  and  has  had  much  to  do  with 
the  make-up  of  state,  congressional  and 
county  tickets.  He  is  a  cool,  clear-headed 
politician,  whose  counsel  is  regarded  as  valu- 
able. 


He  made  the  subject  of  finance  his  spe- 
ciality in  the  campaign  of  1892,  and  though 
he  prepared  many  articles  that  had  a  na- 
tional circulation  on  the  tariff,  they  were 
mostly  relating  to  a  comparison  of  prices 
and  the  purchasing  power  of  money  at  dif- 
ferent times  during  the  history  of  the  coun* 
try.  He  contributed  editorials  on  these  sub- 
jects to  the  Chicago  Inter-Ocean  for  some 
time  and  is  now  a  regular  contributor  of 
signed  editorial  articles  to  the  Chicago 
Times-Herald  and  the  St.  Louis  Globe-Dem- 
ocrat, as  well  as  to  the  magazines.  His  re- 
ply to  "Coin's  Financial  School"  was  imme- 
diately recognized  as  the  best  and  most  ef- 
fective of  all  the  books  that  were  published 
with  that  object  in  view,  and  it  had  the  enor- 
mous sale  of  140,000  copies.  In  1896  he 
prepared  a  small  volume  called  "Iowa  and 
the  Silver  Question,"  showing  the  range  of 
prices  of  farm  products  in  Iowa  since  i860, 
compared  with  the  fluctuations  of  silver, 
showing  that  the  one  did  not  affect  the 
other  and  that  they  did  not  go  together,  but 
the  prices  of  both  rose  and  fell  in  response 
to  widely  different  natural  causes.  This  was 
considered  by  the  republican  campaign  man- 
agers to  be  their  most  effective  argument, 
and  the  book  was  given  a  circulation  of 
150,000  copies.  In  1897  Mr.  Roberts  pre- 
pared, for  the  National  Sound  Money 
League  ,  another  pamphlet,  on  "Money, 
Wages  and  Prices,"  following  nearly  the 
same  lines  as  the  one  of  1896,  only  on  a 
broader  scale,  including  a  view  of  wages, 
and  based  on  prices  on  the  Chicago  board 
of  trade.  Senator  Allison  declared  this  to 
be  Mr.  Roberts'  best  work. 

It  was  not  until  the  campaign  of  1900 
that  Mr.  Roberts  consented  to  undertake 
speechmaking.  He  had  received  many  ur- 
gent invitations  to  speak  at  various  places 
since  he  became  Director  of  the  Mint,  but 
had  declined  them,  for  he  had  never  thought 
himself  a  public  speaker.  When  the  cam- 
paign of  1900  opened  and  the  issues  were  of 
a  character  on  which  Mr.  Roberts  was  espe- 
cially qualified  to  speak,  he  decided  to  try 
it  and  started  out  in  small  towns  in  Iowa  in 
company  with  Hon.  M.  D.  O'Connell  of  Ft. 
Dodge,  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury.  Before 
the  first  meeting  Mr.  Roberts  wrote  to  a 
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friend  that  he  felt  like  a  man  who  is  adver- 
tised to  jump  off  Niagara  Falls,  but  he  soon 
got  over  this  and  his  speeches  attracted  at- 
tention all  over  the  country,  and  he  is  now 
recognized  as  an  able  and  very  desirable 
speaker  on  notable  occasions. 

Mr.  Roberts  was  married  in  1885  to  Miss 
Georgena  Kirkup,  of  Fort  Dodge.  Three 
children  were  born  to  them:  George  Bas- 
sett,  January  24,  1894;  Amy  Louise,  June  2, 
1895,  anc*  Katharine,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  three  years.  Mr.  Roberts  is  a 
Knight  Templar  and  a  Knight  of  Pythias. 


DRAKE,  GENERAL  FRANCI8  MARION,  four- 
teenth governor  of  Iowa,  and  one  of  the  earliest 
pioneers  of  the  state.  Is  a  resident  of  Centenrille, 
Iowa. 

This  man,  endowed  with  a  great  nature  and  en- 
trusted by  the  Great  Giver  with  large  worldly 
possessions,  being  liberally  used  for  the  uplifting 
of  the  race  through  Christian  education  and  the 
advancement  of  ChriBtlan  civilization,  and  whose 
liberality  shines  with  such  resplendent  luster,  Is 
possessed  of  a  resourceful  and  many-sided  charac- 
ter, while  his  career  has  been  one  of  struggle  and 
conquest,  of  triumph  and  honor. 

As  soldier,  statesman,  patriot,  business  man  and 
philanthropist,  he  is  equally  conspicuous  and  al- 
most equally  great.  The  temptation  to  sketch 
his  career  in  each  of  these  realms  is  well  nigh 
Irresistible  to  one  who  admires  him  for  his  valor, 
his  sagacity,  his  loyalty,  and  his  large  hearted- 
ness. 

Among  the  early  settlers  of  Iowa  before  that 
name  marked  one  of  the  political  divisions  of  the 
land,  was  John  Adams  Drake,  a  native  of  the 
state  of  North  Carolina.  He  was  born  October 
21,  1802.  On  the  12th  of  June,  1826,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Harriet  O'Neil.  Four  years  later  he 
removed  with  his  family  to  Schuyler  County, 
Illinois.  Here,  on  the  30th  of  December  In  the 
same  year,  Francis  Marlon  Drake,  destined  to  be- 
come the  fourteenth  governor  of  Iowa  and  the 
first  philanthropist  among  a  million  Disciples, 
was  born. 

In  1837  the  family  moved  to  Ft  Madison,  Iowa, 
then  In  the  territory  of  Wisconsin.  The  elder  Mr. 
Drake  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  and 
probate  judge  in  that  county,  where  he  resided 
nine  years.  He  then  removed  to  Davis  county, 
where  he  founded  the  town  of  Drakevllle,  and  en- 
gaged In  business.  Francis  M.  received  the  ordi- 
nary education  that  the  schools  of  Ft.  Madison 
and  Davis  county  then  afforded. 

After  the  discovery  of  gold  In  California,  young 
Drake,  catching  the  mania  of  the  day,  organized 
a  train  to  cross  the  plains  to  the  distant  Eldorado. 
The  train  conrtsted  of  two  wagons,  (each  drawn 
by  eight  oxen),  accompanied  by  five  men  and  a 
boy.  They  crossed  the  Missouri  river  at  Council 
Bluffs  on  the  first  of  May,  1852. 

He  here  organized  a  company  of  seventeen  men, 
of  which  he  was  chosen  captain.    It  was  known 


as  the  Drakevllle  train.  When  the  party  reached 
the  Horse  Shoe  Bend  of  Shell  Creek,  near  the 
Platte  river,  it  was  met  by  fifty  Pawnees,  who 
demanded  a  toll  of  five  oxen  for  crossing  the 
creek.  Young  Drake,  refusing  to  pay,  prepared 
for  a  fight  He  sent  back  to  another  train  for  re- 
inforcements, and  began  battle  with  the  Indians. 
When  Drake's  reinforcements  arrived  the  enemy 
had  been  strengthened  so  that  they  numbered 
about  three  hundred.  The  fight  was  desperate 
and  bloody.  Demoralized  by  the  loss  of  their 
leader  who  was  killed  by  Drake  himself,  the  na- 
tives fled,  leaving  several  of  their  number  dead 
on  the  field.  The  party  reached  Sacramento  with- 
out further  incident. 

Securing  a  ranch  on  the  American  river,  Drake 
engaged  a  herder  to  attend  to  his  cattle,  while  he 
sought  gold  in  the  Yuba  diggings.  He  was  after- 
wards engaged  in  the  horse  business  at  Sacra- 
mento, acting  as  his  own  actioneer  in  selling  his 
stock.    He  returned  to  Iowa  in  1853. 

He  crossed  the  plains  again  in  1854  with  a  drove 
of  one  hundred  milch  cows,  ninety-seven  of  which 
were  in  good  condition  at  the  termination  of  the 
trip.  Returning  again  by  sea.  the  steamer  "Yan- 
kee Blade,"  on  which  he  was  a  passenger,  was 
wrecked  near  Point  Aguilla  in  Mexico.  The  ves- 
sel was  a  total  wreck  and  many  lives,  estimated 
at  800,  were  lost.  Securing  a  small  boat  which  he 
wrested  from  some  roughs  who  were  robbing  the 
passengers,  he  made  a  narrow  escape  to  land,  tak- 
ing with  him  people  whom  he  rescued  from  the 
wrecked  vessel  and  waves.  The  shore  they 
reached  was  barren  and  they  lived  for  five  days 
on  raw  meat.  Finally,  a  steamer  took  them  and 
landed  them  at  San  Francisco.  Then  he  took 
passage  on  the  "Golden  Gate"  for  home. 

He  returned  home  about  the  first  of  November, 
and  entered  Into  the  mercantile  business  at  Drake- 
vllle with  his  father  and  older  brother,  John  Ham- 
ilton, as  partners  under  the  firm  name  of  Drake 
&  Sons.  This  partnership  was  very  successful, 
and  continued  until  January  1,  1858,  when  Francis 
Marlon  retired  from  the  firm  taking,  as  part  of 
his  assets,  a  steam  grist  and  saw  mill,  much  out 
of  both  patronage  and  repair.  This  he  put  In  good 
condition,  devoting  his  personal  attention  to  its 
management,  and  after  securing  a  liberal  patron- 
age sold  a  one-half  interest  and  turned  over  the 
management  to  his  partner.  In  September,  1859, 
he  removed  to  Unionville,  Appanoose  county, 
where  he  again  entered  the  mercantile  business 
and  also  became  a  live-stock  dealer  and  pork 
packer. 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  civil  war  in  1861,  he  en- 
listed as  a  private  in  a  company  organized  at 
Unionville  and  was  soon  after  elected,  and  com- 
missioned, by  Governor  Kirk  wood,  as  its  captain. 
His  first  service  was  to  reinforce  Colonel  Moore 
of  the  Twenty-first  Missouri  regiment,  who  was 
besieged  at  Memphis,  Mo.,  by  a  superior  force 
of  Confederates  under  command  of  General  Mar- 
tin Green. 

This  he  did,  in  disregard  of  an  order  issued  by 
one  of  the  governor's  aids,  at  Bloomfleld,  Iowa. 
On  arriving  at  Bloomfleld,  he  found  three  other 
companies  on  their  way  to  Memphis  that  had  been 
halted  by  this  order,  on  the  ground  "that  Iowa 
companies  should  not  cross  the  state  line  and  In- 
vade Missouri."  Notwithstanding  this,  In  the  be- 
lief that  the  circumstances  justified  the  move- 
ment, and  the  action  would  be  approved  by  the 
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governor,  he  consulted  the  other  companies  and 
it  was  decided  to  go  ahead,  and  that  Captain 
Drake  should  command  the  battalion,  which  was 
accordingly  done. 

Not  long  afterwards,  General  Patton,  command- 
ing two  thousand  Confederate  soldiers  in  Mis- 
souri, attacked  Colonel  Cranor,  commanding 
twelve  hundred  Union  soldiers,  driving  him  into 
Taylor  County,  Iowa,  and  a  regiment  called 
'Colonel  Edwards'  Independent  Iowa  Regiment" 
vas  organized,  of  which  John  Edwards,  then 
speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives,  was  made 
jolonel.  Captain  Drake's  company  was  made  a 
jart  of  that  regiment,  and  he  was  elected  major, 
ind  with  this  command  served  through  the  crit- 
cal  times  of  1861  in  Missouri,  driving  the  forces 
inder  General  Patton  from  the  northern  part  of 
'he  state.  He  was  assigned  by  General  Prentiss 
co  the  command  of  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  holding  the 
position  at  the  time  of  Col.  Mulligan's  surrender 
to  Price  at  Lexington,  and  warding  off  and  de- 
feating Price's  attempt  to  capture  St.  Joseph,  un- 
til relieved  in  command  by  Col.  Smith  of  the  Six- 
teenth Illinois  with  a  superior  force.  This  service 
was  performed  by  the  Iowa  regiment  without 
muster  into  government  service  and  was  paid  for 
*>y  the  state  of  Iowa. 

At  the  organization  of  the  Thirty-sixth  Iowa  In- 
lantry  in  1862  he  was  made  lieutenant  colonel,  and 
n  the  military  history  of  the  three  years'  hard 
tnd  efficient  service  of  that  regiment,  placing  it 
unong  the  distinguished  Iowa  regiments,  his  name 
tands  conspicuous. 

General  Drake  took  a  prominent  part  In  the 
campaign  of  General  Steele  from  Little  Rock  to 
•einforce  Banks  in  Louisiana  in  1864,  and  ren- 
iered  very  important  service.  His  gallant  defense 
it  Elkln's  Ford  on  the  Little  Missouri  river  on 
the  fourth  of  April,  1864,  while  in  command  of 
a  detachment  of  five  hundred  men  composed  of 


hree  companies  of  his  own  regiment,  three  of 
le  Forty-third  Indiana,  and  four  of  the  First  Iowa 
ivalry,  and  two  pieces  of  Stanger's  Battery  of 
tght  artillery,  against  Marmaduke's  division  three 
.housand  strong,  resulting  in  the  capture  of  Mar- 
naduke's  aid-de-camp  and  holding  the  ford,  after 
a,  severe  and  sanguinary  engagement,  lasting  from 
daylight  in  the  morning  until  about  noon,  was 
highly  commended  by  his  superior  officers,  and 
he  was  soon  after  specially  assigned  and  placed 
in  command  of  his  brigade.  On  the  25th  of  April, 
1864,  while  in  command  of  less  than  fifteen  hun- 
dred men,  fighting  the  combined  cavalry  forces  of 
Kirby  Smith  at  Mark's  Mills,  Arkansas,  eight 
thousand  strong,  commanded  by  Major  General 
Fagan,  he  was  severely  wounded  in  the  left  thigh 
and  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  The  wound 
was  pronounced  mortal,  the  thigh  bone  being 
slightly,  fractured  by  a  Belgian  ball  weighing  one 
and  one-half  ounces,  the  bone  severing  the  ball, 
and  the  pieces  afterwards  being  extracted  from 
different  parts  of  the  body,  except  one  drachm  of 
lead,  which  lodged  in  the  bone  where  the  ball 
struck,  and  still  remains.  Owing  to  the  severity 
of  the  wound  he  was  not  held  a  prisoner,  and 
after  a  confinement  of  nearly  six  months,  his 
wounds  being  sufficiently  healed,  he  in  October 
following,  by  the  aid  of  crutches,  rejoined  his 
command  at  Little  Rock.  He  was  soon  after- 
wards recommended  for  promotion  by  the  field 
and  general  officers,  "on  account  of  special  gal- 
lantry and  efficient  services,"  and  was  breveted 
Brigadier  General  of  United  States  volunteers, 
confirmed  by  the  senate,  and  assigned  for  duty 
commensurate  with  his  rank.  He  relieved  Gen- 
eral Thayer  at  St.  Charles,  and  later  commanded 
a  brigade  in  the  division  of  General  Shaler,  and 
the  post  of  Duval's  Bluff,  Arkansas,  until  his 
muster-out  of  service  in  September,  1865. 

After  the  war,  General  Drake  engaged  very  suc- 
cessfully in  the  practice  of  law  about  six  years, 
acquiring  a  high  reputation  as  a  criminal  lawyer, 
since  which  time  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  rail- 
road and  banking  business  in  which.vas  in  every- 
thing else  he  has  undertaken,  he  has  been  very 
successful.  What  is  now  the  Keokuk  &  Western 
road  was  built  under  his  energetic  direction  and 
management  from  Keokuk  to  Centerville  and  then 
on  to  Van  Wert,  a  distance  of  150  miles.  He  also 
built  the  Albia  and  Centerville  road,  and  several 
branches  of  the  Central  of  Iowa.  He  likewise 
built  a  road  through  Indiana  and  Illinois,  called 
the  Indiana,  Illinois  &  Iowa,  154  miles  long,  of 
which  enterprise  he  remained  at  the  head  until 
a  short  time  ago,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  his 
son-in-law,  Mr.  T.  P.  Shonts.  He  is  still  president 
of  the  Albia  and  Centerville  Railroad  and  presi- 
dent of  the  Centerville  National  Bank.  He  is  also 
president  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  Drake  Uni- 
versity, Des  Moines,  Iowa,  which  bears  his  name 
as  one  of  its  founders  and  most  liberal  benefactor. 
He  is  still  a  director  and  has  served  for  nine 
years  as  president  of  the  Iowa  Christian  Conven- 
tion, and  only  recently,  on  his  request  to  be  re- 
lieved from  serving  further,  the  office  of  President 
Emeritus  was  created  and  conferred  upon  him 
for  life.  He  is  a  life-director  and  has  served  a 
term  as  president  of  the  American  Missionary  So- 
ciety, a  national  organization;  a  life-director  and 
a  vice-president  of  the  American  Bible  Society; 
a  life-director  of  the  Foreign  Missionary  Society, 
and  a  large  contributor  to  these  organizations  and 
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to  the  Church  Extension,  the  Ministerial  Aid  As- 
sociation, to  Missionary,  T.  M.  C.  A.,  Bible  and 
Sunday  School,  Temperance,  Charity,  Hospital 
and  Homes  and  generally  to  the  promotion  of 
every  good  organization  and  work.  His  loyalty 
to  the  Church  of  Christ  has  been  unchallenged 
from  the  very  first;  his  munificence  to  all  its  in- 
terests, local  and  general,  unstinted,  unbounded. 
Not  a  Christian  church  has  been  built  in  Iowa 
during  the  past  decade  but  his  interest  has  been 
manifested  by  a  gift  ranging  from  ten  dollars  to 
two  thousand  dollars,  if  he  had  been  apprised  of 
the  building.  The  gifts  of  General  Drake  to  the 
university  which  bears  his  name  aggregate  much 
more  than  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

In  hiB  benevolence,  while  General  Drake  has 
shown  the  most  commendable  loyalty  to  his  own 
brotherhood,  he  has  not  confined  himself  within 
its  limits.  But  on  the  other  band,  the  freest,  full- 
est indorsement  of  his  magnanimous  gifts  has 
been  given  the  various  organizations  through 
which  he  seeks  to  bless  the  world.  A  man  of 
public  spirit,  he  is  a  leader  in  the  promotion  of 
all  measures  calculated  to  benefit  his  county  and 
state  and  the  world  at  large. 

General  Drake  possesses  the  rare  combination 
of  strong  common  sense,  united  with  a  most 
tender  and  melting  sympathy;  a  keen  and  dis- 
criminating perception  of  the  true  merits  of 
things,  and  a  catholic  and  comprehensive  gen 
eroeity.  His  benevolence  is  of  the  kind  Shake- 
speare describes,  "It  has  no  winter  in  it."  It  is 
all  warmth,  "full  of  mercy  and  good  fruits,  with- 
out partiality,  and  without  hypocrisy." 

General  Drake  is  an  ideal  business  man.  He 
has  made  his  money  by  legitimate  methods.  He 
has  not  oppressed  the  poor  or  unfortunate  in  ac- 
cumulating his  wealth,  but  by  adding  increments 
of  value  to  the  communities  in  which  he  has  oper- 
ated, and  by  promoting  enterprises  for  the  public 
weal,  he  has  earned  his  modest  fortune.  Hence, 
the  common  people  almost  idolize  him.  They 
regard  him  as  one  of  themselves,  interested  in 
their  interests,  seeking  their  welfare  and  cherish- 
ing a  profound  sympathy  for  every  swimmer  mak- 
ing the  perilous  passage  of  this  stormy  Bea  of 
human  life.  His  accumulations  did  not  curdle 
the  "milk  of  human  kindness"  in  his  strong  sym- 
pathetic nature,  or  poison  the  spring  of  human- 
itarianlsm.  There  is  no  element  of  the  nabob  or 
the  aristocrat  in  his  disposition  or  character.  His 
sense  of  obligation  to  God  for  the  righteous  use 
of  his  possessions  has  never  allowed  him  to  spend 
upon  himself  or  in  luxurious  living  more  than  a 
modest  appropriation  such  as  would  bring  com- 
fort and  satisfaction.  He  has  always  dressed 
plainly — not  so  richly,  indeed,  as  many  ordinary 
clerks, — but  with  that  quiet  gentility  and  subdued 
elegance  which  comports  with  good  taste  and  a 
good  conscience. 

General  Drake  is  a  member  of  the  Loyal  Legion 
and  the  G.  A.  R.  He  is  an  Odd  Fellow  and  Mason 
of  high  rank,  and  holds  honorary  membership 
in  his  home  lodges,  which  has  been  conferred  upon 
him  because  of  his  beneflclence  in  freeing  them 
from  debt  when  in  straitened  circumstances. 

Although  he  has  been  a  republican  in  politics 
ever  since  the  organization  of  the  party,  and  has 
been  one  of  its  earnest  and  most  liberal  support- 
ers, he  has  never  been  a  politician  for  the  sake 
of  office.  He  has  generally  attended  the  conven- 
tions of  his  county  and  the  state,  and  has  repre- 


sented Iowa  In  the  republican  national  conven- 
tions at  Philadelphia  and  Chicago.  He  had  also 
taken  a  prominent  part  on  the  stump  during  many 
of  the  most  important  republican  campaigns. 

In  1893  General  Drake  was  persuaded  to  permit 
his  name  to  come  before  the  republican  state 
convention  for  the  office  of  governor.  He  was  not 
nominated  then,  but  two  years  later  the  conven- 
tion of  the  republican  party  tendered  him  the 
nomination  for  that  office,  and  he  was  elected  in 
the  fall  of  that  year  by  a  large  majority.  He 
entered  upon  the  duties  in  January,  1896,  and  dis- 
charged those  duties  with  the  fearlessness  and 
independence  which  have  ever  been  marked  traits 
of  his  character.  When  he  entered  upon  office 
there  was  presented  to  the  General  Assembly  the 
report  of  a  commission  which  had  been  appointed 
to  revise  the  Code,  It  was  found,  after  examina- 
tion and  consideration,  that  the  regular  session  of 
the  General  Assembly  did  not  afford  a  favorable 
opportunity  for  rightly  considering  the  entire 
statutory  law  of  the  state,  and,  accordingly,  it 
was  suggested  to  the  governor  that  he  call  the 
General  Assembly  together  in  extra  session  for 
the  purpose  of  considering  the  proposed  Code. 
Being  satisfied  that  this  was  the  correct  course, 
and  moreover  sustained  in  this  view  by  a  ma- 
jority of  the  members  of  both  houses  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  he  announced  his  intention  to  con- 
vene such  session.  This  announcement  elicited 
a  great  deal  of  criticism,  and  even  opposition,  but 
the  governor,  with  his  usual  firmness,  adhered  to 
his  announced  intention,  and  In  due  time  con- 
vened the  legislature  in  extraordinary  session. 
The  event  justified  his  action.  A  superior  code  of 
laws  was  adopted,  and  went  into  operation  to  the 
general  satisfaction  of  the  people. 

In  the  summer  of  1897,  Governor  Drake  sus- 
tained severe  injuries  by  reason  of  a  fall  which 
threatened  to  reopen  the  wound  which  had  been 
inflicted  in  the  battle  of  Mark's  Mills,  and  from 
which  he  had  already  suffered  greatly.  This,  com- 
bined with  a  chronic  ailment,  which  has  impaired 
his  health  for  some  years,  determined  him  to  re- 
tire to  private  life,  and  he  announced,  a  few  week* 
after  the  accident,  his  intention  not  to  be  a  candi- 
date for  governor  for  a  second  term. 

He  retired  from  office  in  January.  1898,  having 
first  presented  to  the  General  Assembly,  as  was 
his  duty,  a  message  on  the  affairs  of  the  state; 
an  able  and  exhaustive  paper,  full  of  statesman* 
like  recommendations  as  to  those  affairs,  and 
demonstrating  how  thoroughly  the  governor  had 
familiarized  himself  with  the  state's  business. 
Some  of  his  recommendations  were  adopted,  and 
it  is  believed  that  some  of  the  others  will  yet  have 
favorable  consideration  at  the  hands  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly.  The  suggestions  made  by  him 
looking  to  the  wiping  out  of  the  state  debt,  he  wa# 
gratified  to  know,  were  partly  Instrumental  in 
having  that  debt  paid  off.  and  a  public  sentiment 
created  against  the  contracting  of  any  more  debt 
unless  it  should  be  distinctly  understood  to  be 
such  at  the  time  of  its  being  contracted,  and  that 
ample  provision  should  be  made  for  liquidating  it 

Governor  Drake  was  married  in  1855  to  Mary 
Jane  Lord,  a  noble  woman,  worthy  to  be  the  com* 
panion  of  so  genial  and  generous  a  man  as  Gen- 
eral Drake.  After  nearly  thirty  years  of  happy 
and  holy  wedded  life,  during  which  time  the  Drake 
home  was  an  "earthly  paradise,  a  loving  house- 
hold anchored  like  an  enchanted  island  in  the 


Digitized  by 


G8$485A 


100 


PROGRESSIVE   MEN    OF    IOWA. 


stormy  sea  of  humau  life,  and  shone  upon  by  the 
light  which  breaks  from  the  throne  of  God/'  the 
tried  and  true  companion,  the  sweet  and  saintly 
mother,  went  home  to  "the  Father's  House/'  leav- 
ing the  home  broken  and  the  husband's  heart 
desolate. 

General  Drake  has  never  married  since  the  de- 
parture of  his  beloved  Mary,  but  cherished  her 
memory  fondly,  doing  much  of  his  benevolence  in 
her  name,  looking  to  the  reunion  with  his  be- 
loved "beyond  the  river."  Six  children  of  General 
Drake's  family  survive:  Frank  Bite  worth,  a  busi- 
ness man  of  Centerville;  John  Adams,  a  railroad 
official  in  Chicago;  Amelia,  Mrs.  Theodore  P. 
Shonts,  wife  of  the  president  of  the  Indiana,  Illi- 
nois and  Iowa  Railroad ;  Eva,  wife  of  Henry  Goss 
a  merchant  of  Centerville;  Jennie,  wife  of  Doctor 
John  L.  Sawyers  of  Centerville.  and  Mary  Lord, 
wife  of  George  W.  Sturdivant,  also  a  merchant  of 
Centerville. 


GEAR,  John  Henry,  late  United  States 
Senator  from  Iowa,  was  born  in  Ithaca,  New 
York,  April  7,  1825,  and  died  in  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  July  14,  1900.  He  was  the  son 
of  Ezekiel  G.  Gear,  an  Episcopal  clergyman, 
and  Miranda  Cook  Gear.  The  family  went 
to  Galena,  Illinois,  in  1836,  and  two  years 
later  to  Fort  Snelling,  Iowa  Territory.  In 
1843  J0*10  H.  Gear,  having  received  a  com- 
mon school  education,  came  to  Burlington, 
where  in  five  years  he  rose  to  a  partnership 
in  the  wholesale  grocery  business  of  W.  F. 
Coolbaugh  &  Company.  In  five  years  more 
he  was  the  owner  of  the  entire  business.  He 
was  active  in  public  enterprises  during  the 
early  days,  especially  in  railway  building.  In 
1867  he  was  elected  president  of  the  Burling- 
ton, Cedar  Rapids  &  Minnesota  Railroad 
Company,  which  was  organized  that  year, 
and  is  now  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  & 
Northern.  His  business  energy  made  a  suc- 
cess of  the  new  enterprise.  He  was  also  one 
of  the  active  promoters  of  the  Burlington  & 
Southwestern  Railway,  and  the  Burlington 
&  Northwestern  Narrow  Gauge.  Though 
elected  to  several  city  offices  previously,  be- 
ing mayor  of  Burlington  in  1863,  his  po- 
litical career  really  began  in  1871,  when  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  lower  house  of 
the  Fourteenth  General  Assembly.  Being 
re-elected,  he  was  chosen  Speaker  at  the  end 
of  the  famous  deadlock  in  the  Granger  legis- 
lature in  1874.  He  was  re-elected  Speaker 
in  1876,  and  is  the  only  man,  but  one,  John 
Y.  Stone,  who  was  ever  twice  elected  Speak- 


er of  the  Iowa  House.  The  republican  state 
convention,  June  28,  1877,  nominated  him 
for  governor  and  he  served  two  terms,  being 
elected  the  first  time  over  John  P.  Irish  by  a 
plurality  of  42,193,  and  the  second  time  over 
H.  H.  Trimble  by  a  majority  of  23,828. 

Governor  Gear  took  hold  of  the  state's 
business  as  if  it  were  his  own  private  affair, 
and  without  any  flourishes  brought  the 
finances  of  the  state  into  the  best  condition 
they  had  been  up  to  that  time,  practically 
wiping  out  the  state  debt.  There  was  never 
any  stiff  formality  about  the  governor,  and 
he  was  accessible  to  everyone.  His  remark- 
able ability  to  remember  names  and  faces 
and  facts  about  every  person  he  met,  and 
his  hearty,  genuine  cordiality,  held  as  a 
friend  almost  every  acquaintance.  Probably 
no  other  politician  in  the  state  knew  quite 
as  many  Iowa  people  as  John  H.  Gear.  His 
wife,  who  was  Harriet  S.  Foot,  of  Middle- 
bury,  Vermont,  was  his  greatest  aid.  They 
were  married  in  1852,  and  it  is  said  she  is 
almost  as  good  a  politician  as  was  her  hus- 
band. She  is  a  brilliant  conversationalist, 
knows  every  one  and  could  carry  on  her 
husband's  correspondence  so  that  no  one 
knew  the  governor  did  not  himself  dictate 
the  letters.    They  had  two  children,  one  the 
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wife  of  J.  W.  Blythe,  general  solicitor  of 
the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  Railway, 
and  the  other  the  wife  of  Horace  S.  Rand, 
of  Burlington.  , 

Governor  Gear  was  elected  to  congress 
from  the  First  district  of  Iowa  in  1886  over 
Benton  J.  Hall  He  was  re-elected  two 
years  later  over  J.  J.  Seerley,  of  Burlington. 
In  1890  he  went  down  with  the  avalanche 
that  swept  so  many  republican  congressmen 
under.  Mr.  Seerley  was  elected  this  time, 
but  in  1892  Mr.  Gear  was  again  elected  over 
Mr.  Seerley.  Mr.  Gear  was  a  leading  mem- 
ber of  the  Ways  and  Means  Committee  in 
the  House,  and  had  a  large  part  in  framing 
the  McKinley  tariff  law  of  1890.  He  had 
special  charge  of  the  sugar  schedule.  Again 
in  the  Fifty-third  congress  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  this  important  committee,  impressing 
himself  upon  the  Wilson  tariff  bill  and  op- 
posing its  policy  with  all  his  might. 

During  the  latter  part  of  Harrison's  ad- 
ministration Governor  Gear  was  Assistant 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

The  legislature  in  January,  1894,  elected 
Mr.  Gear  United  States  senator,  to  succeed 
James  F.  Wilson.  The  candidates  were  A. 
B.  Cummins,  Des  Moines;  John  Y.  Stone, 
Glenwood;  W.  P.  Hepburn,  Clarinda;  Geo. 
D.  Perkins,  Sioux  City ;  John  F.  Lacey,  Os- 
kaloosa,  and  Mr.  Gear.  It  was  one  of  the 
greatest  political  battles  in  the  state's  his- 
tory. Before  he  took  his  seat  in  the  senate, 
Mr.  Gear  was  stricken  with  apoplexy  and 
for  months  was  in  a  critical  condition.  But 
his  health  finally  returned  to  him;  he  took 
his  seat  March  4,  1895,  and  enjoyed  com- 
paratively good  health  for  several  years  be- 
fore his  death.  He  was  Chairman  of  the 
Senate  Committee  on  Pacific  Railways  and 
had  charge  of  the  funding  of  the  Pacific 
railroad  debt  in  1899,  bringing  about  a  set- 
tlement of  this  complicated  matter  highly 
satisfactory  to  the  government.  Senator 
Gear  was  the  Iowa  member  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Resolutions  in  the  Republican  Na- 
tional Convention  in  St.  Louis  in  1896,  be- 
ing one  of  the  delegates  at  large  from  Iowa. 

In  January,  1900,  Senator  Gear  was  re- 
elected by  the  legislature  after  a  spirited  con- 
test with  A.  B.  Cummins,  which  had  extend- 
ed into  every  part  of  the  state  and  had  been 
in  active  progress  for  more  than  a  year.   He 


was  able  to  retain  the  affections  of  the  peo- 
ple and  they  supported  him  loyally,  trust- 
ingly and  admiringly  to  the  end.  As  gov- 
ernor he  earned  the  title  of  "Old  Business/' 
and  this  he  retained  as  long  as  he  lived,  for 
it  expressed  the  popular  idea  of  his  character 
and  habits  of  life. 

When  he  died,  the  people  of  the  state  cov- 
ered his  grave  with  eulogy.  The  funeral 
was  held  in  Burlington,  Wednesday,  July 
18,  and  tributes  to  his  memory  were  spoken 
by  Rev.  Dr.  William  Salter  and  Congress- 
man Thomas  Hedge,  who  had  been  life-long 
friends.  The  funeral  was  attended  by  many 
distinguished  men.  Later,  in  the  United 
States  Senate  and  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives memorial  services  were  held  and 
many  tributes  of  respect  and  appreciation 
were  paid  to  the  memory  of  Senator  Gear 
by  his  former  associates  in  both  houses. 

Governor  Shaw  issued  a  proclamation 
upon  the  death  of  Senator  Gear,  in  which 
he  said : 

"Again  we1  are  called  upon  to  mourn  the 
loss  of  one  of  the  men  who  have  filled  and 
honored  the  first  office  in  the  common- 
wealth. 

"John  Henry  Gear,  a  Senator  of  the 
United  States  and  a  former  governor  of 
Iowa,  departed  this  life  at  4  o'clock  and  30 
minutes  of  the  morning  of  Saturday,  July 
14,  1900,  at  the  seat  of  the  national  govern- 
ment. 

"The  departed  statesman  has  filled  a  large 
place  in  the  history  of  Iowa  for  several  de- 
cades. After  a  successful  business  career, 
he  was  chosen  a  representative  in  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  in  which  body  he  soon  be- 
came a  leader.  Being  twice  re-elected,  his 
was  the  unique  honor  of  being  twice  chosen 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Thence  he  passed  to  the  executive  chair. 

"The  memory  of  his  administration  of  the 
state's  affairs  remains  with  the  people  as 
that  of  a  watchful  and  energetic  executive. 
More  recently  he  rendered  distinguished 
services  in  both  houses  of  congress,  at  last 
passing  from  earth  while  yet,  although 
somewhat  advanced  in  years,  in  the  plenti- 
tude  of  usefulness. 

"A  resident  of  Iowa,  to  use  his  own  lan- 
guage at  the  close  of  his  retiring  message 
to  the  General  Assembly,  'before  its  name 
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began  to  designate  a  political  division  of  the 
earth/  he  was  one  of  those  who,  as  he  said 
of  the  first  of  his  predecessors  in  announcing 
the  death  of  the  latter,  'laid  well  the  founda- 
tion in  this  prairie  wilderness  of  a  mighty 
state,  destined  to  be  the  home  of  millions  of 
people/  Thus  identified  with  its  interests, 
be  witnessed  all  its  growth,  and  did  his  full 
share,  both  as  a  private  citizen  and  in  a  pub- 
lic capacity,  towards  the  advancement  of  the 
commonwealth.  An  honorable  business 
man,  an  energetic  executive,  a  prudent  and 
sagacious  legislator,  active,  industrious  and 
alert  in  the  interests  of  his  constituents  to 
the  last,  he  enters  upon  rest  full  of  years  and 
honors,  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  well- 
earned  confidence  of  the  people. 

"As  a  tribute  of  respect  to  this  illustrious 
Iowan,  I  direct  that  the  flags  on  all  the  pub- 
lic buildings  of  the  state  be  placed  at  half 
staff  until  after  the  day  of  the  funeral,  that 
the  executive  offices  be  closed  on  that  day, 
and  that  appropriate  military  honors  be 
rendered  by  the  Iowa  National  Guard  to  the 
memory  of  its  former  commander-in-chief/' 


DAWSON,  Thomas  Cleland,  Secretary 
of  the  United  States  Legation  in  Brazil,  is  a 
man  of  versatile  talents.  He  has  won  recog- 
nition in  journalism,  law  and  politics  such 
as  few  men  of  his  age  have  attained.  He 
was  born  in  Hudson,  Wisconsin,  July  30, 
1865,  and  attended  the  common  schools  not 
more  than  two  years  all  told,  owing  to  the 
removal  of  hie  mother  during  his  boyhood 
to  Enterprise,  Florida,  a  state  not  famous  for 
its  educational  advantages.  He  acquired  his 
elementary  education  at  home  under  the  di- 
rection of  his  mother  and  through  his  indi- 
vidual efforts.  Later  he  attended  the  prepar- 
atory and  collegiate  departments  of  Hanover 
College,  Indiana,  for  four  years,  where  he 
received  an  old-fashioned  classical  education, 
but  left  the  school  in  1882,  a  year  and  a  half 
before  graduation.  However,  in  1886,  that 
college  conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of 
A.  B.  While  there  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Phi  Gamma  Delta  Greek  fraternity.  He 
conducted  a  newspaper  at  Enterprise,  Flor- 
ida, when  but  seventeen  years  of  age  and 
thereby    earned    several    hundred     dollars, 


which  sum  was  later  expended  on  his  educa- 
tion. He  had  an  ambition  to  enter  Harvard, 
and  he  became  a  member  of  the  class  of  '87. 
He  did  not  graduate,  however,  owing  to  a 
stringency  in  his  finances.  Turning  his  at- 
tention to  the  law,  he  matriculated  for  a 
course  in  the  Cincinnati  Law  School,  from 
which  he  graduated  and  received  the  degree 
of  LL.B.  in  1886.  He  won  the  first  prize  for 
an  essay  offered  by  the  institution,  and  while 
a  student  there  became  a  member  of  the  Phi 
Gamma  Delta  Greek  Fraternity. 

He  came  to  Iowa  on  July  30,  1886,  the 
twenty-first  anniversary  of  his  birthday,  and 
located  in  Des  Moines,  where  a  law  partner- 
ship was  formed  with  J.  C.  Hume,  a  cousin, 
who  had  been  a  resident  of  the  city  for  two 
years.  This  relation  continued  until  Jan- 
uary 1,  1890,  when  it  was  dissolved  by  mu- 
tual consent,  Mr.  Dawson  becoming  at  once 
legislative  reporter  for  the  Iowa  State  Reg- 
ister. In  June  of  that  year  he  was  made  as- 
sistant city  editor  and  in  August  city  editor. 
He  resigned  in  February,  1891,  to  become 
assistant  attorney  general  and  law  partner 
at  Council  Bluffs  of  Hon.  John  Y.  Stone, 
the  attorney  general  of  Iowar  The  former 
position  he  retained  for  four  years,  until  the 
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expiration  of  Mr.  Stone's  term  of  office,  and 
the  law  partnership  lasted  several  years 
longer.  Mr.  Dawson  assisted  Mr.  Stone  in 
the  famous  joint  rate  cases  and  in  most  of 
the  litigation  growing  out  of  the  Iowa  rail- 
road legislation;  also  in  the  boundary  case 
between  Iowa  and  Nebraska  in  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States.  He  was  the 
special  Iowa  commissioner  in  this  case.  The 
firm  had  a  large  practice  and  was  one  of  the 
most  prosperous  in  Iowa. 

Mr.  Dawson  has  always  been  deeply  in- 
terested in  politics,  as  a  student  and  as  an 
industrious  and  influential  leader.  From 
1893  to  l%97  he  was  chairman  of  the  repub- 
lican county  central  committee  of  Pottawat- 
tamie county,  having  the  leading  part  in  lift- 
ing that  county  out  of  the  democratic  column 
and  making  it  republican.  This  work  at- 
tracted attention  to  him  from  all  over  the 
state,  and  in  recognition  of  his  party  services 
and  personal  worth,  a  diplomatic  career  was 
offered  him,  which  he  accepted.  In  June, 
1897,  he  was  appointed  by  President  McKin- 
ley  Secretary  of  the  American  Legation  at 
Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil,  under  Minister  E. 
H.  Conger,  and  is  now  serving  in  that  ca- 
pacity under  Minister  Charles  Page  Bryan. 
Mr.  Dawson  has  also  held  responsible  posi- 
tions in  the  legislature,  and  in  1894  as  tem- 
porary chairman,  delivered  a  strong  address 
before  the  Republican  State  League.  He 
belongs  to  the  Masonic  order  and  inclines 
towards  the  Presbyterian  church,  in  which 
he  was  brought  up. 

In  April,  1900,  Mr.  Dawson  was  married 
in  London  to  Luiz  Duval  Murray,  a  beauti- 
ful and  accomplished  young  woman  from 
Brazil.  They  came  to  the  United  States 
during  the  summer  of  1900  and  Mr.  Daw- 
son took  a  responsible  part  in  the  campaign 
at  the  republican  national  headquarters  in 
Chicago,  where  he  had  charge  of  certain 
features  of  the  literary  work  of  the  cam- 
paign. In  February,  1901,  after  having 
spent  some  time  in  New  York,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Dawson  returned  to  Brazil,  where  he  re- 
sumed his  official  duties. 

Mr.  Dawson's  father,  Allan  Dawson,  was 
a  lawyer,  gifted,  shrewd  and  prosperous, 
coming  to  America  from  Scotland  when  six- 
teen years  of  age  and  working  on  his  father's 
farm  in  Wisconsin  until  entering  upon  the 


study  of  law  in  Milwaukee.  He  not  only 
attained  great  prominence  in  his  profession, 
but  was  an  acknowledged  leader  of  the 
democracy  of  the  Badger  state.  He  died  in 
1868  at  the  age  of  thirty-eight  years.  He 
was  Scotch  with  a  remote  infusion  of  Eng- 
lish blood  in  his  veins.  His  wife,  Anna 
Cleland,  T.  C.  Dawson's  mother,  was  Scotch- 
Irish,  of  pure  Scotch  descent.  The  editor 
of  the  Des  Moines  Leader,  Allan  Dawson,  is 
T.  C.  Dawson's  brother. 


FARR,  Edgar  P.,  is  one  of  the  prominent 
young  lawyers  of  Sioux  City.  He  comes  of 
a  long  line  of  Puritan  and  English  ances- 


tors, and  is  the  son  of  Daniel  T.  Farr  and 
Hannah  Haines  Farr.  His  father's  ances- 
tors were  Puritans,  who  settled  in  Massa- 
chusetts about  1630,  and  served  both  in  the 
Revolutionary  War  and  the  War  of  181 2. 
His  mother's  ancestors  were  English  and 
settled  in  Canada  about  1700.  They  were 
loyal  to  Great  Britain  and  served  in  the 
British  army  in  both  of  the  above  named 
wars,  one  of  them  receiving  for  his  services 
as  an  officer  10,000  acres  of  land  by  grant 
from  King  George  III. 
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E.  P.  Farr  was  born  on  a  farm  near  Ma- 
quoketa,  where  he  spent  the  early  part  of 
his  life.  He  attended  the  country  school, 
later  taught  school  and  attended  college, 
where  he  graduated  with  the  degree  of  B.  S. 
Later  he  attended  the  Law  Department  of 
the  State  University  of  Iowa,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  in  1887. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Farr  has  always  been  a 
democrat,  and  is  allied  with  the  sound  money 
wing  of  his  party.  He  was  married  Septem- 
ber 27,  1892;  to  Minnie  E.  Ely,  of  Iowa 
City.  They  have  one  son,  Daniel  E.,  born 
July  7,  1894. 


BELL,  Rice  Howe,  former  Judge  of  the 
Superior  Court  of  the  City  of  Keokuk,  has 
attained  an  enviable  position  among  the 
young  lawyers  of  southeastern  Iowa,  hav- 
ing been  appointed  judge  when  he  was  but 
thirty-eight  years  old.  He  comes  of  vigor- 
ous ancestry,  both  his  parents  being  of 
Scotch-Irish  descent.  His  father,  James  R. 
Bell,  who  died  November  30,  1886,  was  a 
farmer,  railroad  agent,  wool  and  grain  deal- 
er and  was  at  one  time  sheriff  and  county 
judge  of  Marshall  county,  Virginia,  now  in 
West  Virginia.  He  was  an  original  abol- 
itionist, afterwards  a  staunch  republican. 
Judge  Bell's  mother  was  Mary  C.  Williams. 
He  was  born  in  Cameron,  Marshall  county, 
Virginia,  September  7,  1859.  In  1865  the 
family  moved  to  Washington  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  here  he  went  to  school  in  win- 
ter and  worked  on  a  farm  in  summer,  tak- 
ing a  course  in  West  Alexander  Academy 
until  1875,  when  he  entered  Washington 
and  Jefferson  College  in  Washington,  Penn- 
sylvania, graduating  in  1880.  He  imme- 
diately came  to  Keokuk,  Iowa,  and  in  Aug- 
ust entered  the  office  of  John  H.  Craig  as  a 
law  student.  Two  years  later  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar,  and  was  married  August 
20,  1883,  to  Mary  Emily  Culbertson,  a  na- 
tive of  Toulon,  Stark  county,  Illinois,  a 
graduate  of  the  Steubenville,  Ohio,  Female 
Seminary  in  the  class  of  1880.  They  have 
had  four  children :  James  Rice,  born  Septem- 
ber 21,  1884;  Bessie  Butler,  born  September 
20,    1885;   William   Culbertson,   born  July 


27,   1889,  and  died  in  infancy,  and  Mary, 
born  November  26,  1896. 

Judge  Bell  has  always  been  a  republican 
of  the  most  stalwart  kind  and  has  taken  a 
leading  part  in  the  politics  of  his  county.  In 
1894  he  lacked  but  eighty  votes  of  carrying 
the  strong  democratic  county  of  Lee  for 
county  attorney.  He  was  justice  of  the  peace 
in  1884-86  and  in  1887  was  the  republican 
nominee  for  superior  judge.  He  was  ap- 
pointed superior  judge  February  17,  1897, 
to  succeed  Judge  Joseph  C.  Burke,  who  died 
February  12,  1897.  After  an  exciting  cam- 
paign he  secured  the  nomination  for  superior 
judge  to  succeed  Judge  Burke,  and  on  April 
5,  1897,  was  elected  by  the  unprecedented 
majority  of  464,  defeating  B.  A.  Dolan,  the 
fusion  candidate.  His  term  expired  in  April, 
1899.  Judge  Bell  is  a  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic Order  and  is  a  Past  Master  of  the 
Lodge.  He  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
and  also  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  has 
held  several  offices  in  that  order,  including 
those  of  Past  Chancellor  and  Representative 
to  the  Grand  Lodge.  He  attends  the  Pres- 
byterian church  and  is  a  member  of  the 
bo^rd  of  directors  of  the  Keokuk  Public  Li- 
brary. 
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ALLEN,  William  L.,  M.  D.— Dr.  Wil- 
liam L.  Allen,  of  Davenport,  will  go  down 
in  history  as  the  man  to  first  apply  electricity 
as  a  motive  power  for  street  railways  in 
Iowa  and  Minnesota.     Aside  from  this  dis- 
tinction in  the  sphere  of  electricity,  he  has 
had  the  honor,  in  his  professional  capacity 
as  surgeon,  of  extracting  the  largest  foreign 
body  ever  removed  from  the  human  stomach 
with  recovery  by  the  patient.    He  was  born 
in    Davenport,   Iowa,  June   7,    1858.     His 
father,  William  Allen,  was  a  graduate  of 
Williams  College.     He  engaged  in  banking 
and  insurance  from  1856  to  i860;  was  chief 
paymaster,  Department  of  the  Cumberland 
with  headquarters  at  Louisville,  Kentucky, 
1861    to    1865,    with    rank    of    lieutenant- 
colonel,  and  railroad  contractor  from  1869 
to   1874.     He  died  in  1875.     His  brother, 
Thomas  Allen,  of  St.  Louis,  was  president 
of  the  St.  Louis,  Iron  Mountain  &  Southern 
railroad,   and   was  elected   to   congress   in 
1880.     A  great-grandfather,  Rev.  Thomas 
Allen,   of   Pittsfield,   Mass.,   served   in  the 
Revolution;  as  did  his  three  brothers,  and 
at  the  battle  of  Bennington  in   1777  was 
given  the  name  of  the  "Fighting  Parson," 
which  sobriquet  remained  with  him  through 
life.     A  great-grandmother  on  this  side  of 
the   house   was  descended   from  Governor 
Eradford,    second    governor    of    Plymouth 
'  -colony.     Dr.  Allen's  mother  was  Miss  Au- 
gusta Seabury.     She  was  a  native  of  Yar- 
mouth, Maine,  and  her  father  was  a  ship 
builder.     She  was  subsequently  adopted  by 
Judge   O.    B.   Dorrance,  and   assumed   the 
name  of  Augusta  Dorrance. 

Doctor  Allen  had  finished  Griswold  Col- 
lege and  was  in  the  Pennsylvania  Military 
Academy,  when  his  educational  work  was 
interrupted  by  the  death  of  his  father.  He 
then  began  the  study  of  medicine  under  the 
eminent  surgeon,  Dr.  W.  F.  Peck,  and  en- 
tered the  medical  department  of  the  State 
University  in  September,  1877.  He  grad- 
uated therefrom  in  1881,  then  spent  two 
years  in  special  work  and  hospital  practice 
in  Berlin  and  Vienna.  While  pursuing  his 
medical  studies  at  the  University  a  former 
partner  of  his  father  died,  which  event  made 
it. incumbent  upon  him  to  assume  charge  of 
a  large  cotton  plantation  in  Arkansas.     At 


the  end  of  a  year  there  he  had  succeeded  in 
closing  up  the  business  with  a  large  profit. 
Shortly  after  beginning  the  practice  of 
medicine  in  Davenport  in  1884,  he  inter- 
ested himself  in  trying  to  devise  means  to 
improve  an  unsuccessful  horse  railway, 
heavy  grades  making  its  operation  difficult. 
Upon  witnessing  the  electric  motor  experi- 
ments at  Richmond,  Virginia,  he  purchased 
the  stock  of  opposing  shareholders,  and  had 
the  Davenport  street  railway  equipped  with 
electric  motors.  The  success  of  this  road 
and  its  rapid  transit  developed  the  hill  prop- 
erty of  that  city  wonderfully.  He  then 
formed  a  partnership  with  others  and  built 
and  operated  the  first  electric  road  in  Min- 
nesota at  Stillwater,  where  the  grade  was 
considered  insurmountable.  The  next  year 
they  put  in  a  combined  light  and  railway 
system  at  Dubuque,  but  this  venture  was 
not  successful,  and  the  panic  following  the 
Baring  Brothers'  failure,  alarmed  an  eastern 
banker  which  resulted  in  their  being  forced 
to  give  up  all  interest  in  the  concern,  their 
private  property  going  with  the  rest.  The 
Davenport  road  was  most  prosperous  until 
the  city  granted  a  rival  company  rights 
which  were  most  damaging  to  the  traffic  of 
the  Allen  line,  and  it  was  finally  forced  into 
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liquidation.  During  the  two  years  of  street 
railway  warfare  the  doctor  was  compelled 
to  abandon  his  medical  practice,  but  in  1892 
it  was  resumed.  In  1895  he  was  elected 
president  of  St.  Luke's  hospital,  which  had 
been  established  chiefly  through  his  efforts. 
In  1895  he  removed  a  hair-ball  nine  inches 
long  and  four  inches  in  diameter  from  the 
£fomach  ur  ;i  16-year-old  gir\  and  she  re- 
covered. This  is  the  only  case  of  that  kind 
reported  in  the  United  States,  and  the  sJxth 
011  record  anywhere.  T1/j  case  attracted  at- 
tention all  over  the  worlJ 

In  1889,  ns  president  ol  the  Davenport 
Business  Men's  Association,  he  assisted  J. 
H.  Murphy  in  behalf  of  the  Hennepin  cana1, 
and  criticised  the  Davenport  press  for  its 
faint-hearted  support  of  that  most  import- 
ant enterprise.  At  the  same  time,  as  chair- 
man of  the  committee  on  electric  railways 
for  the  American  Street  Railway  Associa- 
tion, he  made  an  important  report  showing 
excessive  cost  of  repairs  on  electric  cars  and 
the  exorbitant  charges  ifor  electric  appar- 
atus and  supplies.  The  subsequent  failure 
of  electric  railways  in  small  towns  over  the 
country  substantiated  the  correctness  of  the 
position. 

In  1896  his  essay  before  the  Contem- 
porary Club,  entitled,  "The  Social  Evil — 
Should  it  be  Regulated?  Can  it  be  Ex- 
terminated ?"  attracted  the  attention  of 
scientists  and  reformers  all  over  the  United 
States,  and  is  considered  one  of  the  strong- 
est and  most  logical  arguments  ever  made 
on  the  subject.  This  was  published  in  the 
Journal  of  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion, and  quoted  from  extensively  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  country. 

He  was  secretary  of  Mercy  Hospital 
medical  board,  1885  to  1895;  president  of 
St.  Luke's  Hospital  medical  board,  1895, 
1896  and  1897;  president  Davenport  Busi- 
ness Men's  Association  1889;  president 
Scott  County  Medical  Society,  1886;  pres- 
ident Davenport  Academy  National  Science, 
1893,  J894;  president  Iowa  and  Illinois 
Central  District  Medical  Society,  1892;  sec- 
retary and  trustee  Iowa  Christian  Home 
1885  to  present  time;  physician  to  Soldiers' 
Orphans'  Home  at  this  time  and  member  of 
American  Medical  Association  and  Con" 
temporary  Club. 


He  was  married  to  Miss  Alice  Van  Pat- 
ten, daughter  of  John  P.  Van  Patten  of 
Davenport,  on  October  1,  1885.  They  have 
three  children — Larned,  Elizabeth  Marian 
and  William  Seabury  Allen.  The  doctor  is 
a  member  of  the  Episcopal  church  and  affil- 
iates with  the  republican  party. 


ATHEARN,  Dr.  Elisha  Sargent,  of 
North  English,  was  born  in  Indiana,  March 
20,  1835.  His  father  was  Anglo-American, 
and  his  mother  German-American.     He  is 


third  cousin  to  John  Quincy  Adams  through 
his  grandmother  Athearn,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Mercy  Chase,  a  first  cousin  to  the 
sixth  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
relative  of  Chief  Justice  Chase.  In  1842  he 
emigrated  with  his  parents  to  the  Territory 
of  Iowa.  After  their  death  in  1852,  he  en- 
tered the  Mount  Pleasant  High  School  and 
Female  Seminary  (Howe's  College),  and 
after  finishing  his  education  in  this  institu- 
tion, he  commenced  teaching  in  the  public 
schools  of  Iowa  in  1857.  His  success  was 
so  great  that  it  was  soon  evident  that  he 
was  a  "born  teacher."  In  1865  he  grad- 
uated from  the  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons,  Keokuk,  Iowa.     He  then  entered 
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upon  the  general  practice  of  medicine,  and 
from  that  time  to  the  present,  a  period  of 
thirty-six  years,  he  has  been  eminently 
successful. 

On  the  1 6th  of  September,  1857,  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Lucy  Ann  Fisher,  a 
cultured  young  woman,  daughter  of  Dr. 
Amasa  Fisher,  and  a  native  of  Ohio.  From 
this  union  four  children  were  born,  Judith 
Adella,  Mary  Anna,  Alice  Maria  and  Charles 
Fisher,  the  last  three  of  whom  died  in  in- 
fancy and  childhood.  This  faithful  loving 
companion  and  noble  Christian  mother 
passed  away  June  4,  1867.  November 
19th,  1867,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Susan  Elizabeth  Longstreth,  an  intelli- 
gent Christian  lady,  a  native  of  Ohio.  From 
this  union  eight  children  were  born,  Wil- 
liam Marcus,  Elisha  Allen,  Walter  Scott, 
Jennie,  Mennie,  Ressie,  Addie  May  and 
Eulala.  Of  these,  William  Marcus  and  Res- 
sie are  dead.  By  the  very  efficient  and  ever 
faithful  assistance  of  his  most  excellent 
Christian  wife,  he  has  succeeded  grandly  in 
bringing  up  his  children  in  the  principles  of 
the  Gospel  of  Christ,  free  from  all  evil 
habits.  Being  trained  from  infancy  in 
the  knowledge  and  principles  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures  by  Christian  parents,  he  united 
with  the  Church  of  Christ  when  but  sixteen 
years  of  age.  He  acquired  a  critical  knowl- 
edge of  the  Bible,  and  in  due  time  became 
an  able  expounder  of  the  Word  of  God  in 
the  public  assembly  of  the  church.  On  the 
7th  of  September,  1862,  he  was  solemnly 
ordained  an  Evangelist,  by  the  Scriptural 
ceremony  of  fasting,  prayer  and  the  laying 
on  of  hands  of  the  Elders  of  the  Church  of 
Christ,  at  Indianapolis,  Iowa.  His  preach- 
ing has  been  highly  acceptable  to  the 
Church,  and  wherever  heard  he  has  been  ac- 
counted a  very  able  minister  of  the  Gospel. 
By  occasional  preaching  he  has  brought 
more  than  two  hundred  persons  into  the 
Church  of  Christ.  He  has  held  a  number  of 
public  discussions  with  representative  men 
of  different  religious  denominations,  one  of 
which  was  a  four-days'  debate  with  Rev. 
John  Bowman,  Presiding  Elder  in  the  M. 
E.  Church,  held  in  Marble  Rock,  Iowa, 
June  16-19,  1874.  Besides,  he  has  written 
extensively,  on  various  practical  subjects, 
for  a  number  of  leading  religious  and  secu- 
lar papers,  among  which  were  the  Amer- 


ican Christian  Review,  Christian  Standard, 
Octographic  Review,  Atlantic  Missionary, 
Christian  Evangelist,  Christian  Oracle,  In- 
ter-Ocean, Iowa  State  Register,  Marengo 
Republican,  Cedar  Rapids  Republican,  Os- 
kaloosa  Herald,  The  Pilot  and  North  Eng- 
lish Record.  He  is  the  author  of  two  tracts, 
entitled,  "The  Form  of  Doctrine"  and  "The 
New  Birth."  These  tracts  are  read  with 
great  profit.  The  first  edition  of  a  thousand 
copies  each  is  nearly  exhausted.  In  all  the 
above  ways,  by  pen  and  tongue,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  has  always  been  accounted  a 
very  able  expounder  and  defender  of  the 
doctrine  and  principles  of  the  Church  of 
Christ.  *  * 


ASHLEY,  Samuel,  of  Dubuque,  is  one 
of  the  oldest  living  pioneers  in  Iowa,  hav- 
ing settled  here  in  1836,  more  than  ten  years 
before  Iowa  became  a  state.  He  is  cf  New 
England  ancestry,  the  son  of  Charles  Ash- 
ley, a  well-to-do  farmer  who  moved  from 
Claremont,    New   Hampshire,    in    18 18    to 


Northern  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Ashley's 
mother  was  Roccena  Goss.  Samuel  Ash- 
ley's great-grandfather,  Col.  Samuel  Ash- 
ley, was  a  prominent  patriot  during  the  Rev- 
olutionary period.    He  was  a  member  of  the 
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First  Provincial  Congress,  which  met  at 
various  times  during  the  year  1775  at  Exe- 
ter and  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  and 
on  March  24,  1779,  he  was  chosen  a  repre- 
sentative to  the  Continental  Congress,  but 
for  some  unknown  reason  did  not  accept  this 
honor.  As  a  mustering  officer  he  was  in- 
strumental in  raising  the  Thirteenth  New 
Hampshire  regiment,  of  which  he  was  com- 
missioned colonel.  He  enlisted  many  troops 
in  Western  New  Hampshire,  advancing 
their  bounty  and  wages  himself.  He 
marched  with  109  men  to  the  relief  of 
Ticonderoga  in  May,  1777,  leading  what 
was  known  as  the  second  Ticonderoga 
alarm.  He  served  on  the  staff  of  Gen.  John 
Stark  as  major,  and  with  Col.  Bellows  con- 
tinued in  the  service  of  Gen.  Gates  at  Sara- 
toga until  the  surrender  of  Burgoyne.  Two 
of  his  sons,  Samuel  and  Oliver,  also  held 
commissions  in  the  army  during  the  Revolu- 
tion. 

Samuel  Ashley  was  born  June  18,  181 3, 
in  Claremont,  N.  H.,  removing  to  Pennsyl- 
vania with  his  parents  when  he  was  five 
years  old.  His  education  was  obtained  in 
the  common  schools  of  the  day,  in  the  primi- 
tive log  school  house,  with,  its  rude'  benches, 
and  teachers  who  were  none  too  polished. 
He  spent  his  early  life  on  a  Pennsylvania 
farm,  and  in  1836,  when  a  young  man  of 
twenty-three,  he  came  west  to  what  is  now 
Iowa,  then  called  the  Wisconsin  Territory. 
He  remained  but  a  short  time,  however,  and 
crossed  over  the  Mississippi  into  Wisconsin, 
where,  with  his  brother-irr-law,  D.  R.  Burt, 
he  built  a  saw  mill  in  Grant  County.  In 
1839  these  two  pioneers  secured  a  contract 
from  the  government  to  build  a  grist  mill 
on  the  Indian  agency,  the  Winnebago  tribe 
having  been  just  removed  from  the  east  side 
of  the  Mississippi  to  a  tract  of  land  called  the 
"Neutral  Tract"  directly  west  of  Prairie  du 
Chien.  This  tract  was  twenty  miles  wide 
and  extended  from  the  Des  Moines  river  to 
within  twelve  miles  of  the  Mississippi.  The 
mill  was  the  first  grist  mill  built  in  middle 
or  Northern  Iowa.  The  work  occupied 
nearly  a  year,  and  before  it  was  completed 
Mr.  Ashley,  in  company  with  one  Benson, 
secured  the  contract  to  break  and  fence  with 
an  eight-rail  fence  400  acres  of  government 
land  on  the  Cedar  river,  forty  miles  west  of 
Ft.   Atkinson  and  about  five  or  six  miles 


southeast  of  where  Charles  City  now  stands. 
In  the  fall  of  1840  these  two  men  built  a 
little  cabin  and  a  stable  in  the  woods,  and 
spent  the  winter  with  a  gang  of  men  cutting 
timber,  so  that  by  spring  they  had  enough 
rails  cut  and  split  to  fence  this  large  tract  of 
land.  The  next  summer  was  spent  in  break- 
ing up  the  land  with  oxen,  and  the  fall  in 
fencing  it,  thus  doing  all  the  work  of  open- 
ing up  a  400-acre  farm  in  about  ten  or  eleven 
months.  They  then  returned  to  Grant 
County,  Wisconsin,  and  for  something  over 
twenty  years  Mr.  Ashley  was  engaged  in 
operating  a  saw  mill  and  in  the  lumber  trade 
along  the  Mississippi.  In  1866  he  removed 
to  East  Dubuque,  established  a  lumber  yard, 
and  for  fifteen  years  carried  on  a  large  busi- 
ness on  both  sides  of  the  river.  He  sold  out 
in  1 88 1,  removed  to  Dubuque,  and  retired 
from  active  business  life.  Though  well  along 
in  the  '80's  now,  he  is  still  enjoying  the 
fruits  of  his  long  life  of  usefulness,  and  is  in 
possession  of  all  of  his  faculties.  He  writes 
a  clear  business  hand  and  does  not  use  spec- 
tacles. Mr.  Ashley  made  his  first  money, 
when  a  boy,  cutting  out  and  braiding  deer- 
skin whiplashes,  selling  them  for  6  and  8 
cents  each. 

Mr.  Ashley  was  for  many  years  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Whig  party  and  an  ardent  sup- 
porter of  Henry  Clay,  but,  since  its  organ- 
ization, he  has  been  a  republican,  and  is  a 
firm  believer  in  protection  and  sound  money. 
Though  not  a  church  member,  he  has  been 
an  attendant  of  the  Methodist  church,  and 
lends  his  support  to  that  denomination.  He 
built  and  furnished  a  nice  little  church  in 
the  town  of  Waterloo,  Grant  County,  Wis- 
consin, paying  every  dollar  of  the  expense, 
and  donated  it  to  the  Methodist  denomina- 
tion. He  was  married  in  1843  *°  Miss 
Sarah  Ann  Chaffee,  a  native  of  Massachu- 
setts.    They  have  had  no  children. 


ANDERSON,  Bert  Bidlack,  a  prosper- 
ous merchant  and  grain  and  stock  dealer  of 
Inwood,  was  born  in  Wyoming  County, 
New  York,  Ocwber  ?,  1859.  His  father, 
George  J.  Anderson,  was  a  wealthy  farmer, 
who,  during  the  latter  years  of  his  life,  be- 
came noted  as  a  politician.  It  may  be  said 
of  him  that  none  of  his  ancestors  were  more 
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conspicuous  or  prominent  in  their  day  than 
was  he  in  his.  His  mother,  Nancy  Lamkin 
Anderson,  was  a  direct  descendant  from 
John  Alden,  who  came  over  in  the  May- 
flower. She  was  closely  related  to  the  fam- 
ous Bidlack  family,  which  left  its  name 
stamped  upon  the  history  of  this  country. 
The  Bidlacks  served  under  Washington  dur- 
ing the  entire  period  of  the  Revolutionary 
War.  They  were  at  Boston  when  Wash- 
ington took  charge  of  the  patriot  army  to 
oppose  General  Gage;  at  Trenton  when  the 
Hessians  were  taken;  at  Yorktown  when 
Cornwallis  surrendered,  and  at  Newburg 
when  the  army  was  finally  disbanded.     It 


was  a  Bidlack  who,  as  captain  of  a  company 
of  volunteers  in  the  Indian  war,  fell  while 
leading  his  men  in  a  desperate  charge.  They 
assisted  in  building  the  'Temple  of  Lib- 
erty," which  they  regarded  with  almost  su- 
perstitious veneration.  It  was  there  the 
Armstrong  Letters,  which  so  sorely  tried 
General  Washington,  originated.  They 
took  part  in  the  Pennanite  and  Yankee  war, 
and  were  many  times  captured  and  impris- 
oned by  the  Pennsylvanians.  Many  stories 
of  that  war  are  still  recounted  in  the  old 
Quaker  state,  and  particularly  one  wherein 


is  related  how  "Ben  Bidlack  sang  himself 
out  of  jail."  Following  the  close  of  the 
struggle,  however,  the  brave  Ben,  like  many 
another  patriotic  fellow,  had  a  hard  struggle 
with  poverty  and  his  weakness  for  drink. 
He  made  no  progress  or  improvement  either 
in  his  habits  or  fortune,  and  his  case  was 
looked  upon  as  a  hopeless  one  by  his  friends. 
But  he  finally  became  awakened  through  the 
instrumentality  of  the  pioneers  of  Meth- 
odism, and  so  rapid  and  so  complete  was  his 
reformation  that  he  entered  the  ministry, 
where  he  remained  until  the  termination  of 
a  protracted  and  useful  life.  He  had  won- 
derful power  in  the  pulpit,  and  was  as  great 
a  singer  of  the  "Songs  of  Zion"  as  he  had 
been  of  the  old  patriotic  ballads.  He  was 
the  great-grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch. 

Bert  Bidlack  Anderson  received  no  edu- 
cation except  that  obtained  in  the  district 
school.  He  came  to  Iowa  in  1873,  when 
fourteen  years  of  age,  and  settled  in  Win- 
neshiek County,  where  he  worked  on  his 
father's  farm  for  several  years.  During  the 
time  he  bought  a  farm  for  himself.  He  cul- 
tivated this  land  one  year,  and  then  removed 
to  Inwood  and  engaged  in  the  hardware 
business  in  partnership  with  his  brother. 
Shortly  thereafter  they  began  buying  grain 
and  stock.  Later  Mr.  Anderson  erected  an 
elevator,  which  was  made  necessary  by  the 
increasing  volume  of  their  business.  They 
dealt  in  dry  goods  and  groceries  for  two  or 
three  years,  but  they  abandoned  those 
branches  of  mercantile  business.  At  present 
Mr.  Anderson  is  in  partnership  with  his 
brother  in  the  hardware,  grain,  implement 
and  stock  business.  He  is  also  engaged  in 
the  furniture  business  on  his  own  account. 
He  is  a  republican  and  has  held  the  office  of 
mayor  of  Inwood  at  the  hands  of  that  party. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows,  being 
N.  G.  of  the  lodge  in  his  town,  and  is  also  a 
leading  elder  in  the  Presbyterian  church,  a 
position  he  has  filled  for  thirteen  years.  On 
March  16,  1886,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Lydia  J.  Harrington  of  Farmington,  Illi- 
nois. They  have  been  blessed  with  three 
sons,  two  of  whom  are- now  living.  They 
are  George  H.,  born  November  24,  1888, 
and  Charles  Morton,  born  May  14,  1890. 
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ANDREWS,  Marvin  Fox,  of  Marshall- 
town,  was  born  in  Wallingford,  Vermont, 
November  2,  1837.  His  father,  Samuel 
Andrews,  was  an  "inn  keeper"  in  Vermont, 
in  good  circumstances.  Both  parents  were 
natives  of  New  England,  and  of  colonial 
ancestry. 

Mr.  Andrews  received  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Vermont.  He  began 
clerking  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  devoting  the 
time  out  of  school  hours  to  his  employer, 
often  conning  his  lessons  after  the  late  busi- 
ness hours,  then  the  custom.  At  the  age  of 
sixteen,  he  entered  as  under  clerk  the  oldest 
mercantile     firm     of     Rutland,     Vermont, 


where,  before  the  age  of  twenty-one,  by  in- 
dustry and  faithfulness  to  his  employers'  in- 
terests, he  had  risen  to  the  position  of  head 
clerk  and  manager. 

The  young  and  thriving  State  of  Iowa 
presenting  greater  business  advantages  than 
the  older  settled  states,  he,  together  with  two 
of  his  associate  clerks,  came  to  Mechanics- 
ville  in  1866  and  established  a  general  mer- 
chandise business,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Andrews,  Jones  &  Buell.  Andrews  &  Buell 
eventually  succeeded  to  the  old  firm,  and 
continuing  there  thirteen  years,  after  which 
they  removed  to  Marshalltown.  There,  at 
the  expiration  of  eight  years,  Mr.  Andrews 


purchased  the  interest  of  his  partner  and 
continued  in  the  business  alone. 

He  was  married  December  20,  i860,  at 
Fitch's  Point,  Salem,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Abbie 
Fitch  of  that  place.  Her  father  was 
Prof.  Asa  Fitch,  physician  and  naturalist. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Andrews  have  no  children. 

Mr.  Andrews  is  a  republican.  He  is 
strictly  a  business  man,  but  politician  enough 
to  boast  that  he  cast  his  first  ballot  for  "Old 
Abe."  He  is  an  Episcopalian,  valued  alike 
highly  in  his  church  and  his  community. 


ANDERSON,  Albert,  M.  D.,  of  Esther- 
ville,  although  deprived  of  a  father  during 
the  late  war  and  left  penniless,  has 
fought  his  way  against  all  obstacles 
to  a  position  of  honor  in  the  medical 
profession  of  the  state.  His  father,  Thomas 
H.  Anderson,  was  one  of  the  brave  men  who 
composed  the  Twentieth  Iowa  Infantry,  and 
laid  down  his  life  at  Bridgeport,  Alabama, 
in  1865.  With  heroic  courage  the  mother 
devoted  herself  to  the  little  boy  and  girl,  all 
that  was  left  her  save  the  glory  that  at- 
taches to  the  giving  of  one's  own  for  the 
sake  of  country,  and  by  arduous  toil  pro- 
vided them  with  the  necessities  of  life  and 
the  opportunity  for  a  common  school  educa- 
tion. Both  the  paternal  and  maternal  an- 
cestors were  natives  of  Ohio,  plain,  rural 
people,  of  good  habits  and  sturdy  character. 
Though  not  attaining  stations  of  great  dis- 
tinction in  life,  they  were,  nevertheless,  of 
that  class  which  represents  the  best  of  our 
civilization. 

Dr.  Anderson  was  born  in  Linn  County, 
Iowa,  December  5,  1861.  He  attended  the 
common  schools  until  eleven  years  of  age, 
and  then  was  two  years  under  the  instruc- 
tion of  a  private  tutor.  From  that  time  un- 
til seventeen  he  worked  on  the  farm,  his 
spare  moments  being  applied  to  study,  then 
engaged  in  teaching  school.  He  took  up 
telegraphy  about  this  time,  and  so  proficient 
did  he  become  through  self-teaching  that  he 
obtained  a  position  with  the  B.,  C.  R.  &  N. 
Railway  as  an  operator,  a  place  he  held  until 
commencing  the  study  of  medicine  in  1886. 
In  1887  he  entered  the  medical  department 
of  the  Iowa  State  University,  being  ad- 
mitted on  a  teachers'  first-class  certificate, 
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and  graduated  therefrom  at  the  end  of  a 
three  years'  course.  He  holds  also  a  cer- 
tificate for  a  special  course  in  general  sur- 
gery from  the  Post-Graduate  School  and 
Hospital  of  Chicago,  secured  in  1896. 

After  graduation  he  located  in  Palo, 
Iowa,  where  he  remained  one  year,  then  re- 
moved to  Estherville,  where  he  has  a  stead- 
ily increasing  practice.  He  is  at  present  the 
medical  examiner  for  the  following  insur- 
ance companies:  Equitable,  of  New  York; 
Aetna,  of  Hartford;  Nederland,  Life  and 
Annuity,  of  Hartford;  Northwestern  Mu- 
tual, of  Milwaukee;  Manhattan,  of  New 
York;  Bankers',  of  Des  Moines;  Equitable, 
of  Iowa;  Des  Moines  Life  Association;  A. 
O.  U.  W.  and  M.  W.  of  A.  He  is  division 
surgeon  for  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids 
&  Northern  Railway.  Besides  his  many 
other  interests,  the  doctor  owns  a  one-half 
interest  in  one  of  the  leading  drug  stores  of 
Estherville.  In  1897  his  practice  had  in- 
creased so  that  he  was  compelled  to  take  a 
partner,  and  Dr.  C.  B.  Adams  has  been  as- 
sociated with  him  in  practice  since  then. 
They  have  constructed  a  private  hospital  for 
their  own  use. 

Dr.  Anderson  is  a  republican  and  now 
holds  the  position  of  president  of  the  board 
of  education  at  the  hands  of  that  party.   He 


has  been  for  seven  years  the  medical  mem- 
ber of  the  commission  of  insanity  for  Em- 
met County.  The  B.  P.  O.  Elks,  the  Knights 
of  Pythias,  A.  O.  U.  W.  and  M.  W.  of  A. 
of  his  town  regard  him  as  one  of  the  active 
and  ever-ready  members  in  everything  per- 
taining to  "the  good  of  the  order.,,  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Sioux  Valley  Medical  Asso- 
ciation, Upper  Des  Moines  Medical  Asso- 
ciation, of  which  he  is  also  ex-president,  As- 
sociation of  Railway  Surgeons  of  Iowa  and 
the  Association  of  Iowa  Physicians,  being 
chairman  of  Emmet  County  for  the  last 
named  organization,  the  Iowa  State  Med- 
ical Society  and  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion. He  was  married  in  1883  to  Miss  Ef- 
fie  Conley,  only  daughter  of  J.  W.  Conley 
of  Linn  County.  They  have  one  son,  Lloyd 
J.,  born  January  5,  1887. 


BOWEN,  Asa  B.,  M.  D.,  of  Maquoketa, 
a  leading  practitioner  of  Eastern  Iowa,  was 
born  April  12,  1842,  at  Eastford,  Connecti- 
cut. His  ancestors  emigrated  from  Wales 
and  settled  in  Rehoboth,  Massachusetts,  in 
1640.  His  parents  were  Oliver  and  Betsey 
Bos  worth  Bo  wen,  whose  lives  were  spent  on 
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the  farm  and  in  conducting  a  country  store. 
The  family  on  the  father's  side  can  be  traced 
back  to  Roger  Williams,  the  first  governor 
of  Rhode  Island.  The  early  youth  of  the 
doctor  was  spent  on  the  rough  old  farm  in 
Connecticut.  When  he  had  finished  the  dis- 
trict school,  he  entered  the  Mexico  Academy 
at  Oswego,  New  York,  and  following  a 
preparatory  course  there,  taught  several 
terms  in  the  schools  of  that  city.  He  com- 
menced the  study  of  medicine  under  the  di- 
rection of  Dr.  Gilson  A.  Dayton  and  Dr.  B. 
E.  Bowen  at  Mexico,  New  York,  and  in 
1864  enlisted  in  the  United  Stated  navy, 
serving  one  year  on  the  man-of-war  Nep- 
tune, in  the  medical  department.  The  Amer- 
ican warship  was  in  service  in  what  was 
known  as  the  Convoy  Squadron,  the  Nep- 
tune being  the  flagship  of  the  squadron,  and 
most  of  the  time  was  spent  in  cruising  about 
the  West  Indies,  fighting  the  enemies  of  the 
old  flag  wherever  found.  At  the  close  of 
the  war  he  resumed  his  medical  studies  and 
attended  two  courses  of  lectures  at  the  Al- 
bany Medical  College,  from  which  institu- 
tion he  graduated  in  1868,  after  which  he 
devoted  considerable  time  to  clinical  study 
in  New  York  City.  Thus  prepared,  he  came 
to  Maquoketa  thirty  years  ago,  and  has  been 
in  constant  practice  in  that  city  ever  since. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Iowa  State  Medical 
Society,  American  Medical  Association,  Na- 
tional Association  of  Railway  Surgeons  and 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  lodge,  chapter 
and  commandery.  He  was  United  States 
pension  examining  surgeon  for  Jackson 
County  under  the  administrations  of  Pres- 
idents Grant,  Garfield,  Harrison  and  Mc- 
Kinley;  commissioner  of  insanity  for  Jack- 
son County  from  1872  to  1885;  member  of 
the  school  board  fro^j  '^85  to  1S88,  and  is 
local  surgeon  foi  the  Chicago  %  Northwest- 
ern Railroad.  H*  is  president  of  Earnes' 
Electric  Light  and  Power  Company,  a  cor- 
poration he  assisted  in  establishing  in 
Maquoketa,  a  water  power  plant  costing 
$50,000.  He  is  a  director  in  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Maquoketa,  the  leading 
banking  institution  of  the  town. 

He  is  the  author  of  several  papers  and 
pamphlets  on  medical  and  surgical  subjects, 
read  before  the  state  society. 

Dr.  Bowen  cast  his  first  vote  for  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  and  has  been  a  republican  ever 


since.  He  was  married  in  1874  to  Miss 
Minnie  Clark  of  Maquoketa.  They  have 
two  children,  Hattie  Frances  and  Jesse  C. 
Bowen;  the  former  is  a  recent  graduate  of 
Oberlin  College,  Ohio.  In  his  social  and 
professional  life  the  doctor  is  very  popular, 
possessing  the  qualities  which  command  the 
respect  of  his  fellow  men,  and  the  wisdom 
and  skill  which  make  him  a  favorite  among 
his  fellow  workers  for  the  healing  of  man- 
kind. 


BOATMAN,  Richard  James,  of  Fre- 
mont, Mahaska  County,  is  a  physician  and 
surgeon  of  ability,  who  has  had  thorough 
training  and  long  years  of  practical  experi- 
ence. His  father,  William  H.  Boatman, 
was  born  in  1822,  and  died  in  1885.  He 
was  a  farmer  in  comfortable  circumstances, 
and  served  in  the  Mexican  and  Civil  Wars. 
He  married  Mahala  Bristow  in  1847;  she 
was  born  in  1824.  Some  members  of  the 
Boatman  family  trace  their  ancestry  back 
to  Wales,  but  they  are  mostly  of  French 
descent.  The  first  persons  by  that  name 
who  came  to  America  were  brothers,  Wil- 
li?.!    and  John,  who  settled  in  Quebec  in 
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1612,  only  four  years  after  this  first  French 
settlement  in  Canada  was  established  by 
Champlain.  William's  son,  Richard,  the 
doctor's  great-grandfather,  emigrated  to 
Cumberland  County,  Kentucky,  in  1792,  and 
died  the  nex*  tpr.'ng.  His  son,  Tames,  Dr. 
Boatman's  grandfather,  served  in  the  Revo- 
lution, and  was  among  the  earliest  pioneers 
in  Illinois,  afterwards  settling  in  Missouri, 
where  he  died.  A  great  number  of  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Boatman  family  now  re- 
side in  the  United  States,  especially  in  the 
southern  and  western  states.  Many  of  them 
are  physicians,  particularly  among  Dr. 
Boatman's  nearest  relatives.  Ministers  are 
also  numerous,  one  of  them,  Rev.  J.  A.  Boat- 
man, of  Fairfield,  being  a  cousin  of  the  doc- 
tor's and  a  descendant  of  Claudius  Boat- 
man, a  Frenchman  who  came  to  America 
during  the  Revolution  and  served  under 
General  La  Fayette. 

Dr.  R.  J.  Boatman  was  born  December 
12,  1851,  at  Mountain- Grove,  Missouri,  but 
at  an  early  age  removed  with  his  parents  to 
Washington  County,  Illinois.  Here  his 
early  boyhood  was  spent,  and  in  1866,  when 
he  was  fifteen,  the  family  moved  to  Bon- 
ham,  Texas.  The  following  year  he  en- 
tered the  Bonham  Seminary,  which  he  at- 
tended six  years,  graduating  in  1873.  He 
came  to  Iowa  in  the  spring  of  1876,  and  lo- 
cated at  Dahlonega,  in  Wapello  County,  four 
miles  north  of  Ottumwa.  Here  he  worked 
at  manual  labor,  following  the  plow,  cut- 
ting wood  at  forty  cents  a  cord,  while  his 
wife  contributed  her  share  to  the  small  in- 
come of  the  family  by  taking  in  washing. 
In  the  fall  of  1877  he  succeeded  in  securing 
his  first  teacher's  certificate,  and  taught  nine 
successive  terms  in  different  parts  of  the 
county,  beginning  in  the  district  school  and 
finally  obtaining  work  in  the  higher  graded 
schools.  In  1 88 1  he  entered  upon  his  first 
course  of  lectures  at  Rush  Medical  College 
in  Chicago ;  but  owing  to  lack  of  means  was 
unable  to  continue  long,  and  hence  began 
practicing  in  the  spring  of  1882  at  Delta, 
Iowa.  After  four  years  of  practice  he  again 
attended  lectures  at  Rush  Medical  College, 
and  took  a  private  course  in  clinical  gynecol- 
ogy and  abdominal  surgery  under  Prof. 
Thomas  J.  Shaw,  M.  D.  Returning  to 
Delta  in  1887,  he  practiced  another  year,  and 
in   1888.  removed  to  Fremont,  his  present 


home.  In  1891  he  took  a  course  of  lectures 
at  the  Missouri  Medical  College  in  St. 
Louis,  graduating  in  1892;  then  practiced 
at  Fremont  until  the  fall  of  1894,  when  he 
entered  Barnes  Medical  College  at  St.  Louis 
and  graduated  in  the  spring  of  1895. 
Shortly  after  his  location  in  Fremont,  he  in- 
vested in  a  drug  store,  but  his  increasing, 
practice  compelled  him  to  abandon  this  de- 
parture. Having  made  a  specialty  of  sur- 
gery he  has  been  particularly  successful  in 
this  line  of  work.  He  erected  an  elegant 
residence  in  Fremont  a  few  years  ago,  which 
he  has  converted  into  a 'hospital,  known  as 
the  Fremont  Sanitarium.  He  has  retired 
from  active  practice,  and  devotes  himself  to- 
hospital  and  surgical  cases  exclusively,  hav- 
ing patients  not  only  from  many  parts  of 
Iowa,  but  from  adjoining  states  as  well.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Southeastern  Medical 
Association  and  of  the  Des  Moines  Valley 
Medical  Association. 

Though  not  a  politician,  Dr.  Boatman  has 
always  been  a  supporter  of  the  democratic 
party.  He  joined  the  Odd  Fellows'  Lodge 
in  1878,  and  the  Masons  in  1888.  He  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Methodist  church 
since  1886.  The  doctor  was  married  June 
29,  1873,  to  Miss  Sarah  Play  forth,  and  to 
them  four  children  have  been  born:  Albia, 
September  26,  1874;  Albert  O.,  January  29, 
1878;  Charles  E.,  January  30,  1880,  and 
Rosa  Belle,  January  18,  1882.  All  are  living 
except  Albia,  who  died  August  28,  1876. 


BROWN,  Artemas,  a  leading  physician 
and  well  known  citizen  of  Leon,  Decatur 
County,  Iowa,  was  born  at  Louisville,  Ky., 
April  11,  1859.  His  parents  were  Rev. 
Artemas  Brown  and  Margaret  Agnes  Thorp 
Brown.  His  father  was  for  forty  years  a 
Methodist  minister  and  for  twenty-five  years 
a  member  of  the  Des  Moines  Conference. 
He  filled  many  of  the  important  appoint- 
ments in  his  conference  and  was  presiding 
elder  of  the  Chariton  District  when  he  died. 
He  was  born  on  a  farm  near  Marietta,  Ohio, 
December  17,  1822,  and  was  educated  at  the 
Drew  Theological  Seminary,  Concord,  N. 
H.  He  died  at  the  home  of  his  daughter, 
Mrs.  Judge  Green,  at  Audubon,  Iowa,  Feb- 
ruary 9,  1890.  The  mother  was  born  at 
Cincinnati,  Ohio.  December  9,  1822,  and 
was  married  to  Rev.  Brown  in  1852.     She 
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is  now  living  with  her  daughter,  Mrs. 
Green,  at  Audubon.  They  first  came  to 
Iowa  in  1864.  His  father  being  a  Meth- 
odist minister  and  never  living  more  than 
three  years  in  a  place,  Dr.  Brown  received 
his  early  education  in  the  rchools  of  the  dif- 
ferent towns  where  they  lived.  He  began 
his  college  course  at  the  College  of  Physi- 
cians and  Surgeons  at  Keokuk,  Iowa,  in  the 
fall  of  1880.  This  first  year  of  college 
proved  a  hard  struggle,  for  he  had  only  $150 
that  had  not  come  easily,  to  depend  upon. 
He  and  four  other  students  kept  "bachelors' 
hall  '  and  managed  to  get  through,  their 
board  only  costing  them  $1.50  per  week. 
After  this  first  term  he  went  Vj  Westerville, 
Decatur  Coun'y  and  began  the  practice  of 
.n^dlcine  t'e  returned  again  to  the  same 
college  in  1886  and  graduated  in  the  spring 
of  1887.  In  the  fall  of  the  same  year  he 
moved  to  Leon,  Iowa,  where  he  has  since  re- 
mained. He  is  a  registered  pharmacist,  and 
from  1888  to  1890  was  a  partner  with  T.  E. 
Homer  in  the  drug  business.  He  was  ap- 
pointed examining  surgeon  of  the  Bureau  of 
Pensions  in  1888  and  reappointed  in  1895, 
and  is  now  acting  in  the  capacity  of  secre- 
tary. He  has  been  twice  elected  coroner  of 
the  county  and  is  now  president  of  the  De- 


catur County  Medical  Society.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows, Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  M.  W.  A., 
being  camp  physician  of  the  latter.  He  has 
always  been  a  republican  and  has  taken  act- 
ive part  in  every  campaign  since  becoming  a 
voter,  but  has  never  been  a  candidate  for  any 
office  except  the  government  appointment  of 
pension  surgeon  above  mentioned.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  church.  He  was 
married  November  7,  1883,  to  Miss  Hattie 
E.  Dunn  of  Clinton,  Iowa.  They  have  four 
children,  two  boys  and  two  girls:  Maggie 
May,  John  Melvin,  Artemas  Jr.,  and  Wil- 
liam, the  baby.  Since  locating  in  Leon,  Dr. 
Brown  has  been  very  successful  and  has 
built  up  a  practice  equal  to  any  in  the  county. 
He  is  secretary  of  the  Leon  pension  board 
and  medical  examiner  for  the  Iowa  Life  In- 
surance Company,  the  Northwestern  of  Mil- 
waukee, Bankers'  Life  of  Des  Moines,  M. 
W.  A.  and  the  Bankers'  &  Merchants'  of 
Chicago.  He  is  recognized  not  only  as  a 
leading  man  in  his  profession,  but  as  an  up- 
right and  influential  citizen  in  his  commu- 
nity.    His  success  in  the  future  is  assured. 


BARRETT,  Richard  C,  State  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Instruction,  is  the  first  na- 
tive Iowan  to  hold  a  state  office.  He  was 
born  in  Waverly,  Bremer  County,  October 
1,  1858,  and  was  educated  in  the  state.  Hav- 
ing his  own  way  to  make  in  life,  he  did  not 
have  the  best  of  advantages  in  his  early 
youth,  but  he  has  overcome  all  obstacles  in 
the  way  of  securing  the  best  and  highest 
education.  Attending  the  Waverly  public 
schools  in  the  intervals  of  working  on  a 
farm,  he  was  later  a  student  at  the  Decorah 
Institute  and  Teachers'  Training  School. 
Showing  an  aptitude  for  teaching  he  was, 
after  completing  the  course  in  this  institu- 
tion, made  one  of  its  instructors,  a  position 
which  he  resigned  to  become  principal  of 
the  Riceville  public  schools  in  Mitchell 
County.  The  habits  of  industry  and  perse- 
verance which  he  learned  while  a  boy  on  the 
farm  struggling  to  secure  an  education  have 
continued  to  be  his  best  capital  in  life. 

His  work  as  a  teacher  attracted  the  at- 
tention of  the  people  of  the  county  and  they 
elected  him  to  the  office  of  county  superin- 
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teiident  for  twelve  consecutive  years  and  he 
was  given  the  extraordinary  compliment  of  a 
unanimous  election  every  time  but  once.  His 
prominence  in  educational  work  continued  to 
increase  and  various  honors  in  the  line  of 
his  profession  came  to  him.  In  1887  he  was 
chosen  president  of  the  Northern  Iowa  Su- 
perintendents' and  Teachers'  Association. 
In  1888  he  was  secretary  of  the  County  Su- 
perintendents' and  Normal  Department  of 
the  State  Teachers'  Association,  and  in  189 1 
he  was  elected  president  of  that  department. 
He  served  a  number  of  years  as  a  member 
of  the  educational  council  and  of  the  State 
Teachers'  Reading  Board.  In  1895  he  was 
elected  president  of  the  State  Teachers'  As- 
tive  committee  of  the  State  Teachers'  Asso- 
sociation.  He  was  chairman  of  the  legisla- 
tendent  in  1885.  He  held  this  office  for 
ciation  in  1893.  ^n  that  year  he  introduced 
in  the  County  Superintendents'  department 
a  resolution  requesting  the  legislature  to  ap- 
point a  committee  to  revise,  codify  and  unify 
the  school  laws  of  the  state  and  report  to 
the  legislature  in  1896.  This  resolution  was 
adopted  and  in  part  led  to  the  codification  of 
all  the  laws  of  the  state  in  1897.  Cornell 
College  at  Mt.  Vernon  conferred  upon  Mr. 
Barrett  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  in  1895. 

In  1889  he  began  the  publication  of  The 
Mitchell  County  Teacher,  a  journal  devoted 
to  the  educational  interests  of  the  county. 
His  ability  in  this  field  of  educational  ac- 
tivity attracted  attention  and  in  1894  he  as- 
sumed editorial  control  of  The  Iowa 
Teacher,  a  monthly  educational  publication 
with  a  large  circulation  in  Iowa,  Minnesota 
and  Wisconsin. 

Mr.  Barrett  was  first  introduced  to  state 
politics  by  his  friends  in  the  year  1893,  when 
he  was  a  leading  candidate  for  the  republi- 
can nomination  for  state  superintendent  of 
public  instruction.  He  was  second  in  the 
race,  being  only  defeated  at  that  time  by  the 
feeling  among  republicans  that  Hon.  Henry 
Sabin,  who  had  been  defeated  in  the  demo- 
cratic landslide  in  1891,  should  be  given  an- 
other chance.  Four  years  later  he  was  eas- 
ily nominated  by  the  republican  state  con- 
vention in  Cedar  Rapids  and  was  elected  by 
a  majority  larger  than  that  given  any  other 
candidate.  In  1899  he  was  re-elected,  re- 
ceiving the  largest  majority  given  to  a  state 


superintendent  since  1873.  His  majority 
over  all  was  48,588. 

Prior  to  his  election  to  the  superintend- 
ency,  Superintendent  Barrett  was  well 
known  over  the  state  as  an  institute  lec- 
turer, and  his  services  were  in  great  demand, 
because  he  was  known  to  be  a  practical  and 
successful  educator,  whose  work  was  above 
the  realm  of  theorizing.  His  long  training 
in  the  county  superintendent's  office  thor- 
oughly familiarized  him  with  the  needs  of 
the  common  schools,  and  since  his  induction 
into  the  office  of  state  superintendent  of  pub- 
lic instruction  he  has  made  good  use  of  the 
knowledge  and  experience  thus  gained.  By 
virtue  of  his  office  he  is  president  of  the 
State  Board  of  Educational  Examiners,  the 
board  of  trustees  of  the  State  Normal 
School  and  a  member  of  the  board  of  regents 
of  the  State  University,  and  the  board  of 
trustees  of  the  State  College  of  Agriculture 
and  Mechanic  Arts.  His  administration  has 
been  highly  successful  and  satisfactory  to  the 
people,  so  much  so  that  the  legislature  in 
1900  considerably  extended  his  authority  to 
issue  publications  in  the  furtherance  of  edu- 
cational work. 

Though   at   all  times  busy  with  educa- 
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tional  affairs,  he  has  found  time  to  do  his 
full  share  of  work  for  the  party  to  which  he 
belongs.  He  has  been  chairman  of  the  re- 
publican county  committee  of  Mitchell 
County,  president  of  the  Fourth  congres- 
sional District  Republican  League  and  in 
other  ways  has  served  his  party  well.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Methodist  church  and  be- 
longs to  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  Mod- 
ern Woodmen  of  America.  His  parents  are 
Alba  C.  Barrett,  a  carpenter  and  farmer, 
who  came  to  Waverly  from  Pennsylvania  in 
1856,  and  Sybilla  C.  Barrett,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Bonstein.  Mr.  Barrett  was  mar- 
ried November  27,  1883,  to  Jeanette  Armour 
Dean,  the  eldest  daughter  of  Henry  Dean 
of  Minnesota.  Ruth  Dean,  born  March  22, 
1890,  is  their  only  Child. 


BLAIR,  Joel  C,  merchant  of  Newell, 
has  had  a  varied  but  successful  career. 
The  different  enterprises  with  which  he  has 
been  identified  during  his  life  time  show 
how  a  man  of  push  and  energy  can  adapt 
himself  to  circumstances  with  a  fair 
show  of  winning  success  in  whatever  may 
come#  to    hand.     The    Blair    family    were 


among  the  early  settlers  of  Massachusetts 
and  traits  of  this  sturdy  New  England  an- 
cestry have  been  transmitted  to  the  subject 
of  this  sketch.  The  father  of  Joel  C.  was 
Winslow  Blair,  born  in  Massachusetts  in 
1823.  He  removed  at  an  early  age  with  his 
parents  to  Schoharie  County,  New  York, 
where  he  married  Mary  J.  Dean  in  1846,  a 
native  of  Ulster  County,  New  York.  Mr. 
Blair  was  a  farmer  in  moderate  circum- 
stances, and  an  industrious,  ambitious  and 
honorable  citizen.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blair  both 
died  in  Tioga  County,  New  York,  the  for- 
mer in  July,  1899,  and  the  latter  November 
20,  1885. 

Joel  C.  was  born  in  Schoharie  County, 
New  York,  August  6,  1851,  and  received  a 
common  school  education  only.  He  was  not 
allowed  to  attend  school  during  the  summer 
after  he  was  ten  years  of  age,  being  com- 
pelled to  assist  his  father  in  the  work  on  the 
farm.  The  labor  consisted  not  only  of  the 
ordinary  farm  work,  but  the  heavier  work 
of  clearing  new  land  that  might  be  added  to 
Mr.  Blair's  tillable  acres.  Thus  early  in  life 
was  he  inured  to  hardships  and  toil,  and 
when,  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  he  was  thrown 
upon  his  own  resources,  he  was  ready  to  en- 
ter the  field  in  whatever  capacity  might  of- 
fer itself.  He  managed  after  the  age  of 
fourteen  to  receive  one  winter's  term  of 
schooling  in  New  York  in  a  district 
school.  He  became  convinced  of  the  possi- 
bilities offered  in  the  West  to  young  men  and 
had  a  severe  attack  of  western  fever.  After 
working  on  a  farm  for  a  year  for  $140  he, 
at  the  age  of  sixteen,  came  West.  He  landed 
first  at  La  Crosse,  Wisconsin,  December  17 
with  good  health  and  $10  in  money.  Here 
he  took  the  first  work  that  offered  itself  and 
apprenticed  himself  to  a  mason  and  began 
his  career  in  the  west  with  an  earnest  re- 
solve to  succeed.  In  the  summer  of  1869- 
he  crossed  the  country  to  Fort  Dodge  in  a 
one-horse  vehicle,  stopping  along  the  way 
and  working  in  the  harvest  fields  in  order  to 
pay  expenses.  He  remained  in  Fort  Dodge 
about  a  year  and  then  went  to  Sioux  City 
on  the  first  through  train  over  the  Illinois 
Central  Railroad.  Here  he  received  a  posi- 
tion in  the  Quartermaster's  Department  U. 
S.  A.,  at  Ft.  Buford.  He  received  a  good 
salary  and  remained  in  the  government  em- 
ploy for  two  years,  when  he  returned  to  Iowa 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PROGRESSIVE    MEN   OF   IOWA. 


117 


and  settled  in  Newell,  where  he  has  con- 
tinuously resided  ever  since.  In  1876  he  en- 
tered the  mercantile  business  with  J.  R. 
Welch  under  the  firm  name  of  Blair  & 
Welch.  Their  business  was  proving  success- 
ful, but  misfortune  overtook  them  in  1877, 
when  the  building  they  occupied  with  all  its 
contents  was  burned.  Mr.  Blair  bravely 
looked  defeat  in  the  face  and  struggled  to  his 
feet.  He  opened  a  hardware  store,  but  this 
did  not  prove  to  be  a  successful  venture 
financially  and  in  1884  he  bought  a  half  in- 
terest in  the  Newell  Mirror.  As  a  partner 
in  this  business  he  took  in  Everett  Lee,  who 
remained  with  him  for  a  year,  when  Mr. 
Blair  purchased  his  interest.  He  continued 
to  conduct  the  paper  for  eight  years  alone, 
doubling  the  value  of  the  plant  and  making 
of  the  Mirror  a  first  class  country  paper.  In 
September,  1892,  he  sold  out  to  the  present 
management. 

During  Harrison's  administration  he  was 
postmaster  of  Newell  and  in  1893  he  again 
embarked  in  the  general  merchandise  bus- 
iness, which  he  conducted  alone  until  1896, 
when  he  sold  a  half  interest  to  T.  M.  Rich- 
ardson. In  less  than  three  months  after 
forming  this  partnership  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Richardson  were  instantly  killed  by  light- 
ning. Mr.  Blair  then  purchased  the  inter- 
est of  the  heirs  and  has  since  managed  the 
business  alone  and  has  been  successful. 

Mr.  Blair  cast  his  first  vote  for  General 
Grant  and  has  ever  since  been  a  republican. 
He  has  had  no  political  ambition  and  has 
held  no  office  outside  of  town  and  township. 
In  these  he  has  held  such  offices  as  town- 
ship clerk,  city  clerk,  mayor,  school  director, 
etc.  He  has  been  an  Odd  Fellow  for  twen- 
ty-seven years  and  has  held  the  highest  of- 
fice in  the  subordinate  lodge,  also  offices  of 
D.  D.  G.  M.  and  Representative  to  Grand 
Lodge.  He  is  a  member  of  the  K.  P.'s, 
holding  highest  office  and  that  of  Represen- 
tative. With  his  family  he  is  affiliated  with 
the  Congregational  church. 

On  September  10,  1877,  he  was"  married 
to  Miss  Mary  Willie  Robbins,  the  youngest 
daughter  of  W.  H.  Robbins,  the  pioneer 
jeweler  of  Dubuque.  To  this  union  three 
children  have  been  born :  Guy  C,  born  Jan- 
uary 2,  1879;  Eleanor,  born  June  8,  1884, 
and  Eulalia,  born  November  20,  1893. 


BJORKMAN,  Otto  Frederick  George, 
of  Marathon,  is  a  bright  young  doctor  of 
Swedish  nationality,  a  representative  of  the 
fine  class  of  citizens  who  have  come  to  us 
from  the  Scandinavian  peninsula.  He  is  the 
son  of  Hampus  and  Maria  (Liedholm) 
Bjorkman,  who  still  live  in  Sweden.  His 
father  was  for  a  time  an  officer  in  the  Swed- 
ish army,  but  resigned  and  gave  his  atten- 
tion thereafter  to  agriculture.  Members  of 
the  Bjorkman  family  have  for  several  gen- 
erations served  in  the  army,  many  of  them 
holding  positions  of  high  rank.  An  uncle 
of  the  doctor's  at  the  time  of  his  resignation 
held  the  rank  of  major  general.  Mrs.  Bjork- 
man's  father  held  the  office  of  mayor  for 
several  years  in  the  ancient  and  now  im- 
portant seaport  town  of  Kalmar. 

Dr.  George  Bjorkman  was  born  March 
5,  1867,  at  Hogby,  on  the  island  of  Oland, 
and  was  the  youngest  of  eight  children. 
When  he  was  but  a  few  months  old  his  par- 
ents removed  to  the  city  of  Kalmar,  his 
mother's  former  home.  Here  his  education 
was  begun  in  the  public  schools  at  the  early 
age  of  four  years.  At  eight  he  was  placed 
in  charge  of  private  instructors,  and  at  ten 
entered  the  preparatory  school  for  the  uni- 
versity, where  he  remained  for  five  years, 
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and  then  was  enrolled  in  the  Swedish  navy 
at  Carlskrona.  But  after  a  year's  service 
he  was  compelled  to  resign  on  account  of 
illness,  and  soon  afterward  determined  to 
come  to  America.  He  landed  at  Baltimore 
in  July,  1884,  a  lonely  boy  of  seventeen,  un- 
able to  speak  a  word  of  English  and  with- 
out a  single  friend  or  acquaintance  in  the 
whole  country.  But  he  had  courage  and  de- 
termination, and  soon  worked  his  way  to  the 
capital  at  Washington,  where  he  made 
friends  and  secured  employment.  He  also 
entered  the  public  school,  and  in  a  compara- 
tively short  time  learned  to  read  and  write 
the  English  language.  At  the  end  of  a  year 
he  went  to  Chicago  and  worked  with  vary- 
ing success  in  different  factories,  and  put  in 
three  months  of  hard  labor  on  a  farm  with- 
out receiving  any  compensation  for  his  serv- 
ices. After  these  trying  experiences  he  en- 
tered Augustana  College  at  Rock  Island, 
Illinois,  where  he  secured  a  year's  training 
and  then  accepted  a  position  in  the  drug 
store  of  Dr.  Neil  McKechnie  of  Ottumwa, 
Iowa,  and  began  work  in  November,  1886. 
Dr.  McKechnie  proved  to  be  a  most  helpful 
friend,  and  Bjorkman  remained  with  him 
six  years.  In  1892  he  entered  the  Omaha 
Medical  College  at  Omaha,  Nebraska,  grad- 
uating April  4,  1895.  During  his  last  year 
in  college  he  served  as  interne  at  the  Im- 
manuel  Hospital  in  Omaha.  Soon  after 
completing  his  course  in  medicine  he  began 
practicing  at  Marathon,  where  he  is  succeed- 
ing admirably  well,  and  has  the  best  of  pros- 
pects for  a  busy  professional  career. 

Dr.  Bjorkman  is  a  republican  in  politics 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran 
Augustana  church.  He  belongs  to  the  Mis- 
souri Valley  Medical  Society. 

The  doctor  was  married  October  11,  1888, 
tc  Miss  Emma  Kindahl  of  Ottumwa.  Two 
chiklren  have  been  born  to  them:  George 
Carrol  Leonard,  in  1889,  and  Conrad  Im- 
manuel,  in  1892. 


BROWN,  Joseph  Davis,  is  a  leading  at- 
torney and  one  of  the  prominent  citizens  of 
Guthrie  Center.  He  was  born  in  Wayne 
County,  Indiana,  September  11,  1852,  and  is 
a  son  of  Jacob  and  Sarah  Brown.  His  father 
was   a    farmer    and    moved    from    Wayne 


County,  Indiana,  to  Madison,  Iowa,  in  the 
year  1855,  and  from  there  to  near  Indian- 
ola,  Warren  County,  in  the  year  1864.  His 
mother,  Sarah  Starbuck  Brown,  came  from 
a  wealthy  family  in  North  Carolina,  where 
both  her  parents  and  grandparents  were 
slave  holders  before  the  war.  His  great- 
grandfather, Jacob  Brown,  was  a  soldier  in 
the  Revolutionary  War.  J.  D.  Brown  re-, 
ceived  his  early  education  in  an  old  log 
school  house  near  Old  Peru  in  Mad- 
ison County,  and  later  in  a  frame 
school  house  near  Indianola.  He  attended 
Simpson  College  at  Indianola  at  intervals 
from  1873  unt*'  l&79>  working  between 
times  at  any  and  all  kinds  of  work  to  pay  his 
way  through  school.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Delta  Tau  Delta  fraternity.  He  after- 
wards read  law  in  the  office  of  Henderson 
&  Berry  at  Indianola  for  several  months, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  that  place 
August  9,  1880,  and  on  the  next  day  went 
to  Guthrie  Center,  which  has  been  his  home 
ever  since.  The  first  two  years  after  going 
to  Guthrie  Center  he  taught  the  city  schools 
of  that  place  and  entered  the  practice  of  law 
September  1,  1883,  as  a  member  of  the  firm 
of  Brown  Bros.,  consisting  of  himself  and 
his  brother,  J.  M.  Brown,  until  April  if 
1886,  when  his  brother  removed  to  Sioux 
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City.  Mr.  Brown  continued  alone  in  the 
practice  until  August  10,  1887,  when  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  J.  H.  Applegate 
under  the  firm  name  of  Applegate  &  Brown. 
This  partnership  continued  until  Mr.  Ap- 
plegate was  elected  judge  in  November, 
1890,  when  the  partnership  was  dissolved 
and  Mr.  Brown  has  continued  in  the  prac- 
tice alone. 

He  has  always  been  a  republican,  but  has 
never  taken  a  very  active  part  in  politics  and 
has  never  aspired  to  or  held  any  office.  He 
has  always  been  a  very  busy  and  successful 
attorney,  and  has  won  for  himself  a  reputa- 
tion not  only  as  an  able  advocate  and  finan- 
cier, but  as  a  highly  esteemed  citizen  and 
honored  member  of  society.  He  is  "well 
fixed"  financially  and  has  the  satisfaction  of 
knowing  that  he  earned  every  dollar  of  it 
by  hard  work.  In  1888  he  was  married  to 
Lillie  Powell.    They  have  no  children. 


BREWSTER,  Stanford  Ashley,  editor 
of  the  Creston  Advertiser,  the  only  demo- 
cratic daily  in  the  Eighth  district,  has  won 
his  way  single-handed  and  alone  tmd  in  the 
face  of  many  obstacles  to  his  present  influen- 
tial position.  His  training  for  newspaper 
work  has  been  such  as  would  satisfy  Horace 
Greely,  who  said  that  "the  real  newspaper 
man  was  the  boy  who  had  slept  on  newspa- 
pers and  ate  ink."  Mr.  Brewster's  father, 
George  W.  Brewster,  was  born  in  1800,  and 
was  a  college  educated  man,  who  spent  much 
of  his  life  in  the  publication  of  magazines 
and  newspapers,  and  was  the  author  of  two 
books :  "The  Origin  of  the  Globe"  and  "New 
Philosophy  of  Matter."  The  mother,  Sarah 
Maria  Eells,  was  born  in  181 3.  The  Brew- 
sters  of  today  are  descendants  of  Elder 
Brewster,  well  known  in  history,  who  came 
over  in  the  Mayflower,  while  Mrs.  Brewster 
traces  relationship  to  Lord  North,  also  one 
of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  New  England. 

S.  A.  Brewster  was  born  April  27,  1853, 
at  Wellington,  Ohio.  He  first  attended 
school  at  Oberlin,  where  he  had  many  free 
colored  children  for  school  mates,  although 
this  was  long  before  the  war.  At  an  early 
age  he  removed  with  his  parents  to  South- 
ern Illinois,  where  he  continued  his  educa- 
tion in  the  limited  country  schools.    In  1865, 


when  he  was  but  twelve  years  old,  his  father 
died,  and  he  had  but  little  schooling  after 
this,  as  the  family  was  poor  and  he  had  to 
work.  He  never  was  in  school  after  he  was 
fourteen,  and  his  subsequent  education  has 
been  wholly  practical  and  largely  self-in- 
structed. After  his  father's  death  he  began 
working  in  a  shingle  factory;  soon  after- 
wards as  delivery  boy  in  a  grocery  store,  and 
at  thirteen  apprenticed  himself  in  an  Oberlin 
printing  office.  At  fourteen  he  secured  a  po- 
sition as  newsboy  on  a  train  running  be- 
tween Minneapolis  and  St.  Paul,  where  he 
continued  three  months;  then  worked  in  a 
furniture  factory,  and  later  as  bell  boy  in 
the  Nicollet  House  at  Minneapolis.  While 
yet  but  fourteen,  he  returned  to  Oberlin,  and 
resumed  work  in  the  printing  office,  and  two 
years  later  went  to  Chicago  and  entered 
upon  a  five  years'  apprenticeship  to  learn  job 
printing,  remaining  two  and  a  half  years, 
until  the  great  fire  of  1871.  The  next  few 
years  were  spent  alternately  at  farming  and 
printing,  and  in  1877  he  came  to  Creston 
with  but  seventy-five  cents  in  his  pocket  and 
secured  work  in  the  office  of  the  Gazette, 
serving  a  year  as  foreman,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
W.   M.    Patton   in   the  publication   of  the 
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Democrat,  under  lease,  and  soon  became  a 
partner  of  the  owner,  Ed.  C.  Russell.  In 
May,  1879,  Mr.  Brewster  started  a  job  of- 
fice alone,  and  began  publishing  the  Weekly 
Advertiser  in  July,  taking  in  his  brother, 
Ed  A.,  in  August,  who  remained  with  him 
3.  year.  He  added  the  binding  and  book  de- 
partment in  1880  and  commenced  publishing 
a  daily  in  1881,  which  he  has  continued  ever 
since.  His  business  is  now  worth  many 
thousand  dollars.  In  1899  Mr.  Brewster 
sold  the  Advertiser  and  spent  some  time  in 
Cripple  Creek,  Colorado,  but  decided  that 
Iowa  was  better  than  Colorado  and  returned 
May  1,  1900,  and  repurchased  a  one-half  in- 
terest in  the  Advertiser,  of  which  he  is  now 
editor,  and  he  says  Iowa  is  good  enough  for 
him  in  the  future. 

Mr.  Brewster  was  brought  up  a  republi- 
can and  cast  his  first  president!'!  1  vote  for 
Hayes  in  1876.  But  his  study  of  the  tariff 
question  changed  his  views,  and  he  has  been 
•a  democrat  for  many  years.  He  espoused 
1he  silver  cause  as  early  as  1895,  and  was 
one  of  the  committee  on  resolutions  in  the 
Marshalltown  convention  who  signed  a 
minority  report  favoring  free  silver.  He 
represented  the  Eighth  Iowa  district  as  dele- 
gate to  the  Chicago  convention  of  1896,  and 
was  chairman  of  the  Boies  literary  bureau. 
He  served  one  term  as  alderman  in  Cres- 
ton.  and  later  two  years  as  city  clerk.  He 
originated,  through  his  paper,  the  idea  of 
the  Blue  Grass  Palace,  and  was  ^zr  xvvy 
and  a  director  of  the  enterprise.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Elks,  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  and 
the  Modern  Woodmen.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Congregational  church,  but  in  early  years 
was  a  Baptist. 

Mr.  Brewster  was  married  September  1, 
,878,  to  Clara  Amelia  Hoffman  of  Millers- 
burg,  Ohio.  Four  children  have  been  born 
to  them,  two  of  whom  are  now  living,  Nellie 
Mae,  born  in  1880,  and  Stanford  Ashley, 
Jr.,  born  in  1888.  Both  children  are  un- 
usually bright  and  possess  marked  musical 
talent,  Miss  Nellie  having  taken  three  years' 
vocal  culture  in  New  York,  at  this  date,  and 
promises  to  be  heard  of  in  grand  opera  in 
tlie  near  future. 


BABB,  Washington  Irving,  of  Mount 
Pleasant,  one  of  the  best  known  lawyers  in 
the  state,  and  a  leader  in  the  democratic 


party,  is  a  native  of  Iowa,  born  in  Des 
Moines  County  October  2,  1844.  His 
father,  Miles  Babb,  was  a  native  of  Wilkes- 
barre,  Pennsylvania,  and  was  among  the 
earliest  pioneers  of  Iowa,  coming  here  in 
1837.  He  was  engaged  in  farming  until 
1850,  when  he  led  an  expedition  to  Cali- 
fornia, becoming  foreman  of  the  Bay  State 
Mining  Company.  He  was  killed  by  an  ac- 
cident in  the  mines  in  1852.  Judge  Babb's 
mother,  Mary  Moyer,  was  born  in  Harris- 
burg,  Pennsylvania,  but  came  west  in  an 
early  day.  After  her  husband's  death,  she 
continued  living  on  the  farm  in  Des  Moines 
County  until  i860,  when  she  moved  to  Mt. 
Pleasant,  in  order  to  give  her  children  bet- 
ter school  advantages. 

Judge  Babb  began  his  education  in  the 
*^untrv  schools  of  Des  Moines  County,  and 
upon  the  removal  of  the  family  to  Mt. 
Pleasant,  entered  the  Iowa  Wesleyan  Uni- 
versity, remaining  three  years.  Early  in  the 
spring  of  1863  he  enlisted  as  a  private  with 
the  Eighth  Iowa  cavalry,  serving  with  his 
regiment  in  the  Department  of  the  Cumber- 
land until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  took 
part  in  the  Atlanta  campaign,  the  battles  of 
rranklin  and  Nashville,  and  was  with  Gen- 
eral Wilson  on  his  expedition  through  Ala- 
bama and  Georgia  in  the  spring  of  1865.  He 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PROGRESSIVE    MEN   OF   IOWA. 


121 


was  slightly  wounded  in  the  left  arm  during 
the  Atlanta  campaign.  The  day  after  frs 
icturn  from  the  war  he  re-entered  the  uni- 
versity at  Mt.  Pleasant,  graduating  in  1866. 
He  immediately  began  the  study  of  law  ?.t 
Mt.  Pleasant  in  the  office  of  H.  and  R.  Amb- 
ler, and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  co... 
frenced  practicing  with  that  firm  January  : , 
iS08.  In  1873  he  formed  a  partnership  w*t!i 
Hen.  John  S.  Woolson,  and  for  oigVcen 
years  the  firm  was  one  of  the  best  known 
and  most  widely  patronized  in  that  part  of 
the  state.  Upon  his  election  as  judge  of  the 
Second  judicial  district  of  Iowa,  in  1890, 
Judge  Babb  retired  from  the  firm,  and  his 
partner  was  soon  afterwards  appointed 
judge  of  the  United  States  District  Court, 
for  the  Southern  Iowa  district.  Leaving* 
the  bench  in  1895,  Judge  Babb  resumed  the 
practice  of  law  at  Mt.  Pleasant. 

Judge  Babb  was  brought  up  in  the  re- 
publican party,  but  soon  after  the  Civi!  War, 
iot  approving  its  course  of  reconst ruction 
in  the  South,  he  became  a  democrat  an»i 
has  since  remained  such.  In  1878  his  party 
against  his  wishes  nominated  him  for  j  nig;' 
of  the  district,  which  then  had  over  1,500 
republican  majority,  but  he  was  defeated  by 
only  113.  In  1883  he  was  nominated  for 
the  legislature,  and  though  Henry  County 
was  considered  strongly  republican,  he  was 
elected,  and  served  in  the  Twentieth  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  being  a  member  of  the  judi- 
ciary, railroad  and  other  important  commit- 
tees. In  1890  he  was  again  nominated  for 
district  judg^  this  time  overcoming  the  re- 
publican majority  and  serving  four  years 
with  credit  to  himself  and  his  party.  In 
1895.  when  the  democratic  party  became  di- 
vided on  the  money  question,  Judge  Babb 
took  a  firm  stand  in  favor  of  the  existing 
standard,  and  was  active  in  securing  the 
adoption  of  a  sound  money  platform  at  the 
Marshalltown  convention.  He  was  at  this 
time  nominated  for  governor,  and  in  the 
legislature  of  1896  received  the  vote  of  his 
party  for  United  States  Senator.  During 
the  campaign  of  1896  he  was  one  of  the 
leading  democrats  of  the  state  who  opposed 
Bryan  and  the  Chicago  platform — calling  a 
convention  of  the  sound  money  democrats  of 
the  state,  of  which  convention  he  was  chosen 
permanent  chairman.  He  represented  Iowa 
as  delegate-at-large  in  the  Indianapolis  con- 
10 


\ention,  and  was  the  Iowa  member  on  the 
committee  on  resolutions  and  platform.  He 
was  also  active  in  the  campaign  of  1897,  but 
would  not  again  accept  the  nomination  for 
governor,  although  he  allowed  his  name  to 
go  on  the  ticket  of  the  national  democrats 
as  a  candidate  for  supreme  judge. 

The  judge  has  always  taken  an  active  in- 
terest in  educational  matters  and  for  over 
twenty  years  has  been  a  member  of  the 
board  of  trustees  and  executive  committee 
of  the  Iowa  Wesleyan  University,  and  was 
in  June,  1898,  appointed  by  Governor  Shaw 
?.s  one  of  the  regents  of  the  State  University, 
and  is  now  serving  as  such,  having  been  re- 
elected by  the  legislature  in  1900.  He  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity 
since  1870,  and  was  the  Grand  Commander 
of  the  Knight  Templars  of  Iowa  in  1893 
and  1894. 

Judge  Babb  was  married  October  9,  1873, 
Mt.  Pleasant.  She  is  a  lady  of  rare  intel- 
lectual attainments  and  very  public  spirited. 
She  was  one  of  seven  young  ladies  who  in 
1869  organized  the  P.  E.  O.  Society,  which 
now  numbers  over  five  thousand  members. 
She  is  well  known  as  a  writer  and  platform 
speaker.-  Four  children  have  been  born  to 
Judge  and  Mrs.  Babb:  Max  Wellington,  a 
graduate  of  Wesleyan  University  and  the 
to  Alice  Bird,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  W.  Bird  of 
law  department  of  the  Michigan  University, 
who  is  now  associated  with  his  father  in  the 
practice  of  law ;  Miles  Thornton ;  Clara  Bell, 
who  died  in  1890,  and  Alice. 

Judge  Babb  has  a  large  and  one  of  the 
best  selected  private  libraries  in  the  state  and 
has  been  for  many  years  a  close  and  careful 
student  of  public  affairs.  In  recognition  of 
his  well  known  scholarship  and  abilities  in 
these  lines,  the  Iowa  Wesleyan  University 
iii  1897  conferred  upon  him  the  honorary 
degree  of  L.L.  D. 


Ayles  worth,  Judge  Egbert  E.,  of 
Council  Bluffs,  has  occupied  a  prominent 
position  at  the  bar  and  on  the  bench  in  Pot- 
tawattamie county  for  thirty-three  years. 
He  located  in  Council  Bluffs  in  September, 
1866,  having  been  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
Binghamton,  New  York,  May  12,  1863. 
Judge  Aylesworth  is  the  son  of  John  Ayles- 
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worth,  a  farmer,  and  Savina  Adams  Ayles- 
worth,  a  descendant  of  the  Massachusetts 
Adams.  He  was  born  in  Milford,  Otsego 
County,  New  York,  April  22,  1838.  He 
enjoyed  good  educational  advantages  for 
those  days,  attending  the  district  school,  and 
later  the  Hartwick  Seminary  and  Delaware 
Literary  Institute  at  Franklin,  in  Delaware 
County,  New  York.  At  the  beginning  of 
the  year  1861  he  entered  the  law  office  of 
R.  M.  Townsend  in  Portlandville,  New 
York,  as  a  student  and  remained  with  him 
until  he  came  west  in  1866.  Upon  reach- 
ing Council  Bluffs  Mr.  Aylesworth  became 
a  partner  of  Judge  Street,  but  in  1867  this 
partnership  was  dissolved  and  a  year  later 
an  association  was  formed  with  W.  S.  Wil- 
liams, which  lasted  three  years.  In  1874  a 
law  partnership  was  arranged  with  W.  C. 
Tames  and  W.  A.  Mynsten,  which  contin- 
ued for  six  years.  Judge  Aylesworth  is  a 
democrat  and  was  the  democratic  nominee 
for  district  judge  in  1880,  lacking  but  sixty 
votes  of  election  over  C.  F.  Loofbourow  in 
a  district  which  gave  3,000  republican  ma- 
jority. Two  years  later  he  was  elected 
judge  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Council 
Bluffs,  and  in  1884  was  again  a  candidate 
for  district  judge  against  the  same  man  who 


was  elected  in  1880.  This  time  the  canvass 
of  the  votes  gave  Judge  Aylesworth  a  ma- 
jority of  two,  but  a  contest  being  made,  the 
decision  was  favorable  to  his  opponent  by 
a  majority  of  fourteen.  In  1886  and  in 
1898  he  was  again  elected  to  the  office  of 
judge  of  the  Superior  Court,  which  office  he 
now  holds.  He  has  also  served  as  alderman 
in   1870,  city  attorney  in   1873,   I^75  anc^ 

1880,  and  member  of  the  school  board  in 

1 881.  His  life  in  Iowa  has  been  a  series  of 
professional  and  political  successes  which 
have  been  won  upon  his  merits  as  a  lawyer. 

Judge  Aylesworth  was  married  Septem- 
ber 20,  1864,  to  Marcella  R.  Windsor,  a  na- 
tive of  Otsego  County,  New  York.  Their 
four  children  are  Paul  Clark,  born  July  15, 
1870;  Ellen  Windsor,  born  May  22,  1876; 
Egbert  DeWitt,  born  May  1,5,  1882,  and 
Seth  Windsor,  born  November  7,  1884. 
The  family  attend  the  Episcopal  church. 


Ainsworth,  LuciAn  L.,  was  one  of  the 
early  settlers  and  has  been  for  more  than 
thirty  years  one  of  the  prominent  citizens  of 
Fayette  County  and  of  Northeastern  Iowa. 

He  was  born  at  New  Woodstock  in  the 
state  of  New  York  on  the  21st  of  June, 
183 1.  His  great-grandfather  was  a  soldier 
in  the  war  of  the  American  Revolution  and 
perished  in  that  great  uprising  of  the  patriots 
to  establish  a  republican  government.  Lu- 
cian  L.  was  brought  up  on  a  farm  and  at- 
tended the  public  school  during  the  winter 
season  until  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age, 
when  he  entered  the  Oneida  Seminary  and 
soon  became  qualified  for  teaching.  While 
in  the  seminary  he  was  an  active  member  of 
a  literary  society,  in  which  he  soon  acquired 
a  fine  reputation  as  an  accomplished  debater, 
and  public  speaker  of  unusual  ability.  In 
1853  he  began  to  read  law  in  the  office  of 
Miner  &  Sloan  at  De  Ruyter,  and  in  Sep- 
tember, 1854,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  the 
fall  term  of  the  Supreme  Court.  The  next 
year  he  started  for  the  far  west,  first  stop- 
ping at  Belvidere,  Illinois,  where  he  began 
the  practice  of  his  profession  in  partnership 
with  J.  R.  Beckwith,  afterwards  United 
States  district  attorney  for  Louisiana.  In 
August,  1855,  Mr.  Ainsworth  came  to  Iowa 
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and    settled    at    West    Union    in    Fayette 
County,  where  he  has  remained  in  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  for  more  than  forty 
years.     In  the  fall  of  1859  he  was  nom- 
inated by  the  democrats  of  the  district  com- 
posed counties  of  Bremer  and  Fayette,  for 
state  senator.     Although  the  district  was 
republican,  such  was  Mr.  Ainsworth's  per- 
sonal popularity  thai  he  overcame  the  ad- 
verse majority  and  was  elected  to  the  sen- 
ate for  four  years.     During  his  term  Sen- 
ator Ainsworth  served  through  two  regular 
and  two  extra  sessions.    He  was  one  of  the 
youngest  members  of  the  senate  in  the  ses- 
sion of  i860,  but  was  chosen  to  serve  on 
the  judiciary  committee  with  some  of  the 
most  eminent  lawyers  of  the  state.     It  was 
at  this  session  that  the  revision  of  i860  was 
enacted,  and  as  this  embraced  an  entire  new 
code  of  civil  and  criminal  practice  under  the 
new  constitution,  the  labors  of  the  judiciary 
committees  of  this  General  Assembly  were 
most  arduous,  and  of  vital  importance  to 
the  State.     At  the  extra  session  of  1861, 
called   by   Governor  Kirkwood   to  provide 
men  and  money  required  of  Iowa  to  aid  in 
the  suppression  of  the  great  rebellion,  Mr. 
Ainsworth  gave  his  vote  and  influence  for 
the  enactment  of  the  legislation  required  to 
put  our  state  in  position  to  do  its  part  in 
the  restoration  of  the  Union.     In  the  ses- 
sions  of    1862   Senator  Ainsworth   ranked 
among  the  leading  members  of  the  Ninth 
General  Assembly,  winning  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  members  of  both  political  par- 
ties.    At  the  close  of  the  extra  session  of 
1862   he  raised  a  company  for  the   Sixth 
Iowa  Cavalry,  of  which  he  was  made  cap- 
tain.    This  regiment  was  sent  to  the  west- 
ern frontier  to  serve  against  the  Sioux  In- 
dians, who  perpetrated  the  terrible  massa- 
cre  in   Minnesota   that   year,   and   Captain 
Ainsworth    participated    in    all    the    hard 
marches  and  battles  of  the  campaign  up  to 
1865,  when  he  was  placed  in  command  of 
Fort  Randall.    At  the  close  of  the  war  Mr. 
Ainsworth  resumed  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession at  West  Union.     In   1871   he  was 
elected  to  represent  Fayette  County  in  the 
House  of  the  Fourteenth   General  Assem- 
bly and  participated  in  the  formulation  and 
enactment  of  the  code  of  1873.    1°  l%74  he 
was  nominated  on  the  anti-monopoly  ticket 


in  the  Third  district  for  representative  in 
Congress.  His  opponent  selected  by  the  re- 
publicans was  Judge  C.  T.  Granger,  since 
one  of  the  Supreme  Judges  of  the  State. 
The  contest-was  animated  and  close,  result- 
ing in  the  election  of  Mr.  Ainsworth  by 
sixty-three  majority.  He  served  in  Con- 
gress on  the  committees  on  post  offices,  post 
routes  and  private  land  claims,  ranking 
among  the  solid  and  influential  members  of 
the  House.  Declining  a  re-election  at  the 
close  of  his  term,  he  has  since  given  his  en- 
tire time  to  his  profession.  His  son,  W.  J. 
Ainsworth,  is  a  member  of  the  law  firm 
with  his  father,  who  now  ranks  among  the 
oldest  practictioners  in  the  Thirteenth  Judi- 
cial district.  Mr.  Ainsworth  has  been  ad- 
mitted to  practice  in  the  District,  Circuit 
and  Supreme  Courts  of  the  United  States, 
and  stands  high  in  the  profession.  He  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity 
since  1856,  is  a  Knight  Templar,  and  a 
member  of  the  Iowa  Society  of  the  Sons  of 
the  Revolution. 

In  December,  1859,  ^e  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Margaret  E.  McCool,  of 
Freeport,  Illinois.  They  have  five  children 
living,  one  having  died  in  infancy.  Mr. 
Ainsworth  has  always  taken  a  deep  interest 
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in  educational  affairs,  been  an  active  official 
of  school  boards,  and  has  for  a  long  time 
been  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  Upper  Iowa 
University.  As  a  lawyer,  legislator,  soldier 
and  citizen,  L.  L.  Ainsworth  has  long  en- 
joyed the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  fel- 
low citizens.  An  able  lawyer,  an  intelligent 
and  influential  legislator,  a  gallant  and 
faithful  soldier,  a  genial  companion  of 
warm  friendships,  he  has  won  a  high  place 
in  the  esteem  of  the  best  people  of  the  state 
which  he  has  served  so  long  and  well. 


BEAL,  Albert  R.,  M.  D.,  of  Watertown, 
Illinois,  formerly  of  Washta,  Iowa,  is  a  son 
of  the  noted  Colonel  Beal,  who  was  for  nine 
years  auditor  of  Cherokee  County.  Colonel 
Beal  was  an  officer  in  the  One  Hundred  and 
Twenty-sixth  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry, 
and  his  company  saw  severe  service  in  the 
Civil  War.  Since  the  war  the  colonel 
has  spent  most  of  his  time  on  the 
farm,  except  the  years  he  was  county  audi- 
tor as  before  mentioned.  The  mother  of 
Dr.  Beal  was  a  member  of  the  Drum  fam- 
ily of  Rock  Island,  Illinois,  being  a  neice  of 


Adjutant  General  Drum,  U.  S.  A.,  now  re- 
tired. 

Dr.  Beal  was  born  in  Rock  Island  County, 
Illinois,  July  3,  1867.  He  attended  the 
common  schools  until  he  was  fifteen  years 
of  age,  when  he  entered  Port  Byron  Acad- 
emy, but  about  six  months  thereafter  his 
parents  came  to  Iowa  and  he,  of  course,  ac- 
companied them.  He  then  worked  for  some 
time  upon  his  father's  farm  near  Meriden. 
In  1883  his  mother  was  removed  by  death, 
leaving  one  son  and  three  daughters,  of 
which  one  son  and  one  daughter,  Miss 
Mary,  still  survive.  In  1885  ^s  father  was 
elected  auditor  of  Cherokee  County,  and  re- 
moved to  Cherokee,  at  which  time  the  doc- 
tor was  placed  in  the  high  school  there,  from 
which  he  graduated  in  1886.  Later  he  at- 
tended Western  College  at  Toledo  for  two 
years,  but  was  compelled  to  leave  school  be- 
fore graduation  because  of  his  father's  fail- 
ing health.  Besides  acting  as  his  father's 
deputy,  he  served  as  bookkeeper  in  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Cherokee,  which  last 
named  position  he  filled  for  some  time.  In 
1889  he  began  the  study  of  medicine,  and 
shortly  thereafter  entered  the  medical  de- 
partment of  the  State  University,  where  he 
spent  two  years.  Following  his  second 
course  in  that  institution  he  went  to  the 
State  of  Chihuahua,  Mexico,  as  surgeon  for 
a  mining  company  there,  but  returned  in  one 
year  to  attend  Rush  Medical  College,  at 
Chicago.  Following  his  graduation  from 
"Rush"  in  1893,  he  practiced  his  profession 
in  Cripple  Creek,  Colorado,  but  finally  lo- 
cated at  Washta,  where  he  enjoyed  a  large 
and  growing  practice. 

Politically  the  doctor  is  a  republican,  but 
he  finds  little  time  to  take  an  active  part  in 
the  campaigns  made  by  his  party.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Masons,  Odd  Fellows  and 
Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  He  was 
also  city  health  officer,  and  physician  to  sev- 
eral life  insurance  companies.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  church. 

The  doctor  was  married  to  Miss  Ida  M. 
Freeman  of  Milwaukee  on  April  2,  1895. 
She  is  a  daughter  of  the  late  Lieutenant  W. 
W.  Freeman,  who  served  in  the  state  legis- 
lature of  Wisconsin  in  1870,  and  was  post- 
master of  Menasha  during  Hayes'  adminis- 
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tration.    They  have  one  daughter)  Elizabeth," 
born  in  1897. 

The  doctor  removed  to  his  present  loca- 
tion in  1897  and  has  acquired  a  good  prac- 
tice and  is  rapidly  gaining  an  advanced  posi- 
tion in  his  profession. 


BRADY,  William  Perry,  one  of  the 
best  known  railway  men  in  Iowa,  was  born 
in  Chambersburg,  Franklin  County,  Penn- 
sylvania, February  25,  1849.  He  *s  °f 
Scotch-Irish  descent,  his  mother's  ancestors 
coming  from  Scotland  and  his  father's  from 
the  north  of  Ireland,  from  which  country 
they  moved  to  America  in  1733,  and  settled 
in  Pennsylvania.  He  is  the  fifth  son  of  the 
Hon.  Jasper  E.  Brady  and  Margaret  (Mor- 
ton) Brady,  both  deceased.  His  father  was 
a  lawyer  by  profession  and  always  took  an 
active  interest  in  politics,  being  a  member  of 
the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania  and  serving 
his  native  state  as  representative  in  congress 
during  the  years  of  1847-49,  these  honors 
coming  to  him  from  the  Whig  party.  In 
1880  he  moved  to  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  and  in 
1862    to    Washington    City.     Mr.    Brady's 


great-grandfather,  John  Brady,  was  a  cap- 
tain in  Col.  Penn's  regiment  of  Pennsylvania 
troops  and  fought  in  the  Colonial  Wars  of 
1763-4.  After  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence he  was  made  a  captain  in  the  Thir- 
teenth Pennsylvania  Rifles.  His  son,  John 
Brady,  Jr.,  a  lad  of  fifteen  years,  unenlisted, 
who  had  accompanied  his  father  to  the  front 
to  ride  the  horses  home,  fought  by  his  side 
at  the  battle  of  Brandywine,  on  which  bat- 
tlefield they  both  fell  wounded. 

It  is  from  these  ancestors  that  our  Mr. 
Brady  derives  his  membership  in  the  Society 
of  Colonial  Wars  of  Iowa  and  the  Iowa  So- 
ciety of  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution.  He  at- 
tended the  public  schools  of  Pittsburg,  Pa., 
for  a  short  time  prior  to  his  family  moving 
to  Washington  City  in  1862.  At  that  time 
the  schools  of  the  latter  city  were  so  disor- 
ganized on  account  of  the  events  of  the  war 
that  the  only  educational  advantages  he  sub- 
sequently received  was  one  year  spent  in 
Gonzaga  College,  a  Catholic  institution 
there.  In  1864  he  was  appointed  a  mes- 
senger in  the  Ordnance  Office  of  the  War 
Department  and  subsequently  secured  a 
clerkship  in  the  paymaster  general's  office  of 
the  same  department  and  afterward  served 
a  time  as  a  clerk  in  the  auditor's  office  of  the 
treasury  department,  which  position  he  held 
until  1869,  when  he  went  to  Pittsburg, 
Pa.,  and  was  a  bookkeeper  in  a  grain  ele- 
vator office  in  that  city.  In  1871  he  moved 
to  Chicago  and  began  his  successful  career 
as  a  railroad  man,  first  as  clerk  in  the  local 
freight  office  of  the  Pittsburgh,  Ft.  Wayne 
&  Chicago  Railway,  and  afterwards  as  city 
contracting  agent  in  the  office  of  the  Inter- 
national Fast  Freight  Line  of  that  city.  He 
was  sent  to  Burlington,  Iowa,  as  agent  for 
this  transportation  company  in  1877  and  re- 
turned to  Chicago  in  1878  to  accept  the  po- 
sition of  traveling  freight  agent  of  the 
Hoosac  Tunnel  Fast  Freight  Line,  with 
headquarters  in  that  city.  In  April,  1880, 
he  moved  to  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  his  pres- 
ent home,  and  began  his  connection  with  the 
Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern  Rail- 
way Company,  which  has  continued  ever 
since  with  a  steady  increase  of  responsibil- 
ity. In  1884  he  was  made  assistant  super- 
intendent in  charge  of  the  Decorah  division 
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of  that  railway,  and  in  1892  additional  du- 
ties being  assigned  him  as  general  agent,  he 
was  obliged  to  give  up  the  assistant  super- 
intendency. 

Mr.  Brady's  position  connects  him  with 
the  executive,  legal  and  operating  depart- 
ments of  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  & 
Northern  Railway  and  he  has  a  variety  of 
important  and  responsible  duties  entrusted 
to  him.  He  has  exclusive  charge  of  the 
company's  business  in  connection  with  state 
affairs  and  frequently  attends  the  sessions  of 
the  legislature.  He  considers,  as  do  all  who 
believe  in  fair  treatment  to  all  legitimate  in- 
terests, that  he  has  a  perfect  right  there, 
representing  as  he  does  many  millions  of 
property  that  is  subject  to  legislative  con- 
trol. He  makes  no  secret  of  his  business,  is 
perfectly  frank  and  honest  with  all  those 
with  whom  he  comes  in  contact,  willing  al- 
ways to  concede  anything  that  is  within  rea- 
son and  to  give  any  information  he  can,  he 
is  always  treated  with  consideration  and  re- 
spect. Genial,  keen  of  intellect,  and  feeling 
a  lively  interest  in  all  that  is  good,  no  man 
in  Iowa  has  more  friends  than  W.  P.  Brady. 

In  politics  he  has  always  been  a  demo- 
crat and  now  may  be  considered  as  belong- 
ing to  the  hard  money  wing  of  that  party. 
He  is  a  Presbyterian  by  birth  and  educa- 
tion, his  father  having  been  a  prominent 
member  of  that  church.  He  was  married 
May  21,  1879,  t0  Miss  Lucy  Tracy,  second 
daughter  of  the  late  Judge  Joshua  Tracy  of 
Burlington,  Iowa,  who  was  a  member  of  the 
legislature  of  this  state,  judge  of  the  district 
court  and  general  solicitor  and  afterwards 
president  of  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids 
&  Northern  Railway.  He  died  May  18, 
1884,  holding  the  latter  position. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bradv  have  one  daughter, 
Edith,  born  May  21,  1880. 


J^ater  members  of  the  family  took  to  pro- 
fessional life,  in  which  they  were  eminently 
successful.  The  life  of  George  L.  Bosworth 
until  he  reached  his  twenty-third  year  was 
spent  in  his  native  state.  He  was  given  a 
good  common  school  education,  and  for  two 
years  thereafter  was  engaged  in  teaching. 
Coming  to  Iowa  in  1874,  he  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  his  brother,  J.  C.  Bosworth,  and  at 
that  time  had  but  ten  dollars  to  his  name. 
He  remained  with  his  brother  until  he  had 
become  well  versed  in  the  business — grain 
buying — when  he  removed  to  Manly  and 
engaged  with  Mr.  W.  W.  Cameron,  also  a 


BOSWORTH,  George  L.,  of  Manly, 
was  born  near  Le  Raysville,  Bradford 
County,  Pennsylvania,  March  22,  1851.  His 
ancestors  were  sturdy  New  York  and  Con- 
necticut farmers,  on  both  the  paternal  and 
maternal  sides,  who  many  years  ago  set- 
tled in  the  woods  of  Bradford  County,  Penn- 
sylvania, where  they  cleared  out  large  tracts 
of   land    and    ultimately   became    wealthy. 


grain  buyer.  At  that  time  there  were  no 
buildings  in  the  place,  and  a  box  car  was 
made  to  answer  for  a  depot.  Mason  City 
was  the  nearest  point,  and  it  was  there  our 
subject  had  to  go  to  get  a  place  to  sleep. 
But  the  inconveniences  and  hardships  inci- 
dent to  the  development  of  the  place  were 
borne  without  complaint  by  Mr.  Bosworth, 
for  he  had  a  well-grounded  faith  in  its 
figure,  and  in  his  mind's  eye  saw  himself 
growing  well  off  from  the  steady  advance 
ii  town  lots  and  farm  lands — a  vision  which 
has  come  to  be  an  actuality.  After  eight 
years — in  1885 — he  purchased  the  interests 
of  Mr.  Cameron  at  Manly  and  also  his  ele- 
vators at  Bolon  and  Melton,  on  the  line  of 
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the  Chicago  Great  Western  Railway.  He 
has  had  phenomenal  success,  and  despite  the 
hard  times  of  the  past  few  years  has  evi- 
denced his  faith  in  Iowa,  and  particularly 
Worth  county,  by  regular  investments  in  real 
estate.  Chief  among  his  purchases  is  a 
splendid  farm  of  two  hundred  and  forty 
acres  adjoining  the  town  of  Manly,  a  por- 
tion of  which  he  has  platted  as  Bosworth's 
addition.  Mr.  Bosworth  has  never  taken  a 
partner  in  any  of  his  ventures,  preferring  to 
be  unhampered  in  such  moves  as  appear  to 
him  to  be  wise  and  expedient,  and  in  which 
he  has,  so  far,  exhibited  rare  judgment.  In 
politics,  he  is  a  republican,  having  cast  his 
first  vote  for  General  Grant.  On  that  occa- 
sion he  was  importuned  by  his  father  to  vote 
for  Horace  Greeley,  but  he  then  declared  that 
he  "was  going  to  start  right  and  remain 
right."  During  the  campaign  just  closed  he 
was  secretary  of  a  McKinley  club,  and  was 
active  in  the  interests  of  his  party.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  United  Evangelical  church. 
He  has  been  twice  married.  His  first  wife. 
Miss  Delia  Barber  died  a  bride  of  but  a 
year.  In  1882  he  was  married  to  Miss  Ella 
Jennings  of  Iowa  Falls.  To  the  first  wife 
no  children  were  born ;  to  the  second,  four : 
LeRoy.  Ray,  Jennie  and  Leslie,  of  whom  the 
oldest  is  fifteen  and  the  youngest  four  years 
old. 


BOGAN,  William  Levi,  M.  D.,  is  one 
of  the  successful  practicing  physicians  of 
Hamburg,  also  one  of  the  leading  business 
men.  He  was  born  in  Warrick  County,  In- 
diana, March  28,  1832.  His  father,  Samuel 
Bogan,  was  a  farmer  and  local  Methodist 
preacher.  Born  in  Virginia,  he  went  with 
his  parents  to  Indiana  about  the  time  of  its 
admission  to  the  Union.  He  made  for  him- 
self a  home  in  the  forest  and  resided  there 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1834.  He 
married  Kittie  Clark  December  18,  1828. 
She  was  a  native  of  North  Carolina.  They 
had  three  children,  Mary,  born  in  1829; 
William  Levi,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and 
Samuel  Thompson,  born  in  1835.  The  third 
child  born  after  his  father's  death  became  a 
Methodist  preacher  and  a  school  teacher.  He 
enlisted  in  the  army  as  sergeant  of  Com- 
pany B,  Ninety-first  Regiment  Indiana  Vol- 


unteer Infantry.  He  was  killed  at  Marietta 
in  1864.  At  the  death  of  Samuel  Bogan, 
the  mother  was  forced  to  support  her  young 
family  by  her  own  efforts.  An  uncle,  Jack- 
son Bogan,  took  William  Levi  into  his  home 
to  educate  him.  Dr.  Bogan's  paternal  grand- 
father took  part  in  the  War  of  181 2.  Wil- 
liam Clark,  his  maternal  grandfather,  pos- 
sessed a  fine  estate  on  the  present  site  of 
Clarksville,  N.  C,  the  town  being  named  in 
his  honor. 

Dr.  Bogan's  early  education  was  obtained 
in  private  schools  and  in  his  eighteenth  year 
he  entered  Delaine  Academy  at  Newburgh, 


Indiana.  He  took  an  irregular  course  and 
left  to  teach  school  in  Warrick  and  Spencer 
counties.  He  then  with  his  sister  attended 
Asbury  University  at  Green  Castle,  In- 
diana. Here  he  also  took  an  irregular 
course.  Upon  leaving  school  he  was  pre- 
sented with  a  certificate  giving  him  author- 
ity to  teach  in  any  public  school  in  Indiana. 
In  i860  he  was  appointed  school  examiner 
for  Warrick  County.  Dr.  Bogan  began  the 
study  of  medicine  in  Keokuk  in  1855,  study- 
ing one  year  in  the  State  University.  He 
was  then  obliged  to  practice  until  i860  at 
Taylorsville,  Indiana,  when  he  returned  to 
the  University  for  graduation,  but  on  ac- 
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count  of  financial  conditions  did  not  receive 
his  diploma  until  1872.  Removing  from 
Taylorsville  to  Lynnville,  Indiana,  he  built 
up  a  very  lucrative  practice  which  he  left  in 
1862  to  enlist  in  the  army.  He  was  cap- 
tain of  Company  B,  Ninety-first  Regiment 
Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  enlisting  at 
Evansville,  August  16,  1862.  He  was  de- 
tailed for  some  time  as  surgeon  of  the  hos- 
pital at  Smithland,  Kentucky,  still  retaining 
the  rank  of  captain.  In  1864  he  received 
honorable  discharge  on  account  of  physical 
disability.  He  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R., 
and  is  commander  of  M.  S.  Holtzinger  Post 
No.  210  at  Hamburg.  In  1868  his  shattered 
health  caused  him  to  move  to  Vernon 
County,  Missouri,  where  he  remained  three 
years,  after  which  he  removed  to  Hamburg, 
Iowa. 

Dr.  Bogan  earned  his  first  dollar  by 
driving  horses  and  carts  on  the  Erie  and 
Wabash  canal  when  eleven  years  old.  Be- 
sides the  active  practice  of  his  profession, 
Dr.  Bogan  has  been  engaged  in  various  bus- 
iness pursuits,  buying  and  selling  property, 
conducting  a  stock  farm,  and  from  1887  to 
1892  was  in  partnership  with  his  two  sons 
in  general  merchandise  business.  He  owns 
two  valuable  stock  farms  and  much  town 
property  in  Hamburg.  As'  a  practitioner, 
he  has  met  with  marked  success.  He  has  pub- 
lished several  treatises  on  important  topics 
which  are  of  great  interest  and  value  to  the 
profession  at  large.  Dr.  Bogan  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Fremont  County  Medical  Society 
and  of  the  State  Medical  Society  and  is  a  re- 
publican. He  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
church  and  belongs  to  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity and  the  Knights  Templar.  Dr.  Bogan 
was  one  of  the  pension  examining  surgeons 
of  Fremont  County,  Iowa,  during  President 
Benjamin  Harrison's  administration.  He 
was  married  April  8,  1858,  to  Syrena  M. 
Aust.  They  have  seven  children:  Charles 
P.  is  engaged  in  commercial  business  in 
Omaha.  William  Smith  is  also  engaged  in 
commercial  business  in  Hamburg.  Matilda 
Katherine  is  a  teacher  and  an  accomplished 
elocutionist.  Bertha  May,  wife  of  C.  W. 
Sturgeon,  a  dry  goods  merchant,  lives  in 
Hamburg.  Mary  Louise,  wife  of  W.  F. 
Green,  a  commercial  traveler,  also  lives  in 
Hamburg.     Nellie  Aust,  widow  of  the  late 


J.    Farquher,    resides    with    her    parents. 
James  W.  is  engaged  in  stock  raising. 


BON  SON,  Robert,  is  a  lawyer  from  Du- 
buque, who  represented  his  district  in  the 
senate  of  the  Twenty-sixth  General  Assem- 
bly. He  is  of  English  parentage.  His 
father,  Richard  Bonson,  was  born  in  York- 
shire County,  England,  in  1814,  and  came 
to  Iowa  as  a  boy,  settling  in  Dubuque  in 
x833,  where  he  engaged  in  the  lead  smelting 
business  and  acquired  some  property.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Iowa  legislature,  serv- 
ing in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Fourth  and  Fifth  General  Assemblies,  from 
1852  to  1856.  He  died  in  1883.  Senator 
Bonson's  mother  was  born  in  Manchester, 
England.     She  is  still  living. 

Senator  Robert  Bonson  was  born  at  Du- 
buque, January  5,  1868.  He  graduated 
from  the  common  and  high  schools  of  the 
city,  and  in  1886  entered  the  collegiate  de- 
partment of  the  State  University,  where  he 
studied  until  the  junior  year,  when  he  en- 
tered the  law  department,  graduating  there- 
from in  1890.  He  took  an  active  interest 
in  Irving  Institute,  a  literary  society  of  the 
university,  and  in  his  junior  year  was  its 
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president.  He  was  also  prominent  in  col- 
lege athletics.  After  graduating,  he  prac- 
ticed law  for  a  year  in  Dubuque,  and  then 
took  a  post  graduate  course  at  the  Colum- 
bia Law  School  of  the  City  of  New  York, 
graduating  therefrom  in  1892.  He  then  re- 
sumed his  practice  at  Dubuque,  and  is  now 
the  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Bonson  & 
Bonson,  his  partner  being  Mr.  W.  W.  Bon- 
son. 

Senator  Bonson  has  been  an  active  worker 
in  politics.  In  1895  he  was  elected  to  the 
senate  of  the  Iowa  legislature  from  Du- 
buque County  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by 
the  death  of  Isaac  W.  Baldwin,  and  was  the 
youngest  member  of  the  senate.  His  popu- 
larity with  the  people  was  attested  by  his 
majority  at  the  polls,  running  700  votes 
ahead  of  the  state  ticket  and  over  200  ahead 
of  any  other  candidate  in  the  county,  and 
carrying  every  township  in  the  county  save 
one.  In  the  senate  he  was  a  member  of  the 
following  committees:  Judiciary,  cities  2nd 
towns,  banks,  educational  institutions,  sup- 
pression of  intemperance,  engrossed  bills 
and  charitable  institutions.  He  took  a  very 
active  part  in  codifying  the  laws  relating  to 
cities  under  special  charter,  and  many  im- 
portant reforms  in  the  municipal  law  for 
special  chartered  cities  of  particular  interest 
to  the  City  of  Dubuque  are  due  to  his  efforts. 
He  was  an  active  worker  in  behalf  of  the 
present  manufacturing  bill  and  for  high  li- 
cense. 

Independent  and  fearless  in  his  political 
beliefs,  he  could  not  reconcile  his  views  with 
those  of  his  party,  as  expressed  in  the  Chi-  . 
cago  platform  of  1896,  and  believing  that 
the  money  plank  of  that  platform  was  radi- 
cal and  unsound,  he  took  an  active  interest  in 
the  national  democratic  movement,  and  was 
a  delegate  to  the  sound  money  convention  at 
Des  Moines  and  represented  the  Third  con- 
gressional district  of  Iowa  as  a  delegate  in 
the  national  convention  at  Indianapolis 
which  nominated  Palmer  and  Buckner. 

Mr.  Bonson  belongs  to  but  one  society — 
the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks,  being  a  charter  member  of  Dubuque 
ledge. 


sixth  General  Assembly,  and  won  the  repu- 
tation of  being  a  reliable,  conservative  man, 
of  steady  purpose.  He  was  born  in  Bellevue, 
Huron  County,  Ohio,  October  20,  1839,  and 
is  of  English  descent.  In  1857,  when  eight- 
een years  of  age,  he  came  west  with  his  par- 
ents and  settled  on  the  prairies  of  Illinois. 
From  this  time  on,  owing  to  his  father's 
l>overty  and  poor  health,  he  was  the  main 
support  of  the  family.  His  spare  moments 
were  occupied  with  reading  and  study,  for 
which  he  had  a  liking  which  almost  amount- 
eJ  to  passion.  In  this  way  he  found  time 
between  his. farm  work  and  other  business 
to  teach  himself  many  things  which,  with 
the  training  he  had  obtained  in  the  common 
schools  of  Ohio,  enabled  him  to  enter  the 
Rock  River  Seminary  in  1864,  having  first 
succeeded  in  helping  provide  the  family  with 
a  comfortable  home.  He  began  teaching  at 
Lynnville  and  continued  in  the  school  work 
for  eight  years,  doubtless  intending  to  make 
this  his  life  work,  for  he  has  always  taken 
great  interest  in  educational  matters.  But 
his  health  failing  him,  he  was  obliged  to 
abandon  this  calling,  and  he  turned  his  at- 
tention to  farming,  where,  by  the  applica- 
tion of  good  sense,  business  sagacity  and 
thrift,  he  has  been  a  phenomenal  success.  He 
1  egan  on  a  small  scale  in  Illinois  and  grad- 
ually enlarged   his  business,  until   he  now 


BIRD,  John  W.,  of  Cerro  Gordo  County, 
was  among  the  new  members  of  the  Twenty- 
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owns  and  operates  800  acres  of  the  best  land 
ir  Cerro  Gordo  and  Floyd  Counties.  He 
lias  made  a  specialty  of  stock  raising  and 
dairying,  for  which  he  has  excellent  facili- 
ties. All  the  vast  quantities  of  hay  and 
grain  raised  on  his  farms  are  used  in  feeding 
Tiis  own  live  stock. 

Mr.  Bird  has  always  been  an  active  and 
staunch  republican  and  has  been  elected  to 
many  responsible  positions,  which  he  has 
always  filled  in  such  a  manner  as  to  confirm 
and  increase  the  confidence  placed  in  him. 
He  was  elected  to  the  House  of  the  Twenty- 
sixth  General  Assembly,  where  he  succeeded 
admirably  in  maintaining  the  good  name  of 
the  county  already  earned  by  his  predeces- 
sors. Although  he  was  a  new  member, 
Speaker  Byers  made  him  chairman  of  the 
committee  known  as  the  Board  of  Public 
Charities,  and  made  him  a  member  of  the 
following  other  important  committees:  In- 
surance, agriculture,  retrenchment  and  re- 
form, federal  relations,  horticulture,  sena- 
torial districts,  fish  and  game  and  code  re- 
vision, division  three.  His  record  in  the 
House  showed  such  a  true  public  spirit, 
keenness  of  conscience  and  devotion  to  the 
wishes  of  his  constituency  that  he  had  no 
apologies  to  make  afterwards,  and  he  was 
elected  to  the  Twenty-seventh  General  As- 
sembly at  the  November.  18Q7,  election  with 
a  good  majority,  running  ahead  of  the  ticket 
T23  votes.  He  was  aopointed  chairman  of 
the  committee  on  teleeraph.t telephone  and 
express  and  served  with  marked  ability. 

A  prominent  newspaper  recently  said,  in 
referring  to  Mr.  Bird:  "Everv  dollar  he 
owns  on  earth  he  earned  himself  and  earned 
it  honestlv  and  souarelv  by  labor  of  his  own 
hand  or  brain.  He  is  in  every  essential  a 
self-made  made  and  his  life  presents  one  of 
those  rarest  of  miracles,  a  self-made  man 
who  has  achieved  success  and  who  yet  re- 
mains in  the  midst  of  his  well  earned  pros- 
peritv.  modest  in  demeanor  and  charitable 
in  thought  and  deed." 

Mr.  Bird  was  married  on  Tune  30,  1875. 
tr  Martha  Noshold,  of  Monroe,  Ogle 
Countv.  Illinois,  who  died  June  29,  1876. 
In  t88i  he  married  Martha  T.  Reasoner  of 
Cane  Vincent.  New  York.  They  have  two 
children :  F.  Ernest,  20  years  old,  and  Gara 
E.,  17  years  old. 


BROADIE,  Aifred  Adam,  the  leading 
druggist  of  Waverly,  is  well  known  by  many 
people  throughout  Iowa,  having  been  pres- 
ident of  the  State  Pharmaceutical  Associa- 
tion, and  twice  the  state  delegate  to  the  Na- 
tional Pharmaceutical  Convention.  He  is 
of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  His  grandfather, 
James  Broadie,  was  born  in  Scotland,  where 
he  married  Helen  Gounlock,  and  some  years 
afterward  they  sailed  for  America.  They 
were  eight  weeks  in  crossing  the  ocean,  and 
their  two  children  died  on  the  voyage.  They 
located  in  Canada,  where  James  Broadie 
soon  died,  but  his  wife  lived  to  be  over  ninety 
years  old.  James  Steene,  Mr.  Broadie's 
grandfather  on  his  mother,  side,  was  born  in 
Belfast,  Ireland,  and  came  to  Canada  about 
1800,  where  he  met  and  married  Miss  Mary 
Ann  Franklin,  who  was  also  born  in  Bel- 
fast, her  father  being  a  paymaster  in  the 
English  army.  Mr.  Broadie's  father  was 
Adam  Broadie,  who  was  born  in  Chatham, 
Canada  East,  now  the  Province  of  Quebec, 
•u  1824.  He  was  married  in  1855  to  Mrs. 
Jane  Shepard,  a  native  of  the  same  place, 
who  was  born  in  1832.  For  fifty  years  he 
followed  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith  ind  plow- 
maker.  Moving  to  Illinois,  in  1850,  he 
helped  to  build  the  old  Chicago  and  Galena 
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railroad,  the  first  line  west  of  Chicago.  Five 
years  later  he  settled  in  Bremer  County, 
Iowa,  where  he  started  the  first  blacksmith 
shop  in  Leroy  township,  moving  to  Wav- 
erly  in  1865.  where  he  has  since  remained 
and  is  'n  very  comfortable  circumstances 
Mrs.  Adam  Broadie  died  May  8,  1900. 

A.  A.  Broadie  was  born  May  6,  1856, 
about  twenty  miles  east  of  Waverly,  Bremer 
County,  Iowa,  and  was  the  fourth  white 
child  born  in  Leroy  township.  At  this  time 
the  Indians,  wild  deer  and  rattlesnakes  were 
quite  numerous  in  this  section.  The  first 
school  he  attended  was  held  in  a  little  log 
school  house,  with  a  puncheon  floor  and  a 
"shake"  roof,  constructed  without  the  use 
of  a  single  nail.  The  building  had  only  two 
windows,  half  the  usual  size,  with  panes  of 
eight  by  ten  glass.  The  seats  consisted  of 
one  long  rough  slab  supported  by  wooden 
pegs,  while  a  long  shelf,  resting  on  pins 
driven  into  the  wall,  served  for  desks.  After 
finishing  the  district  school,  he  attended  the 
Waverly  grammar  and  high  school  for  three 
years. 

Mr.  Broadie  learned  very  young  to  work, 
for  at  the  age  of  seven  years  he  was  able  to 
earn  fifty  cents  a  day  herding  sheep.  He 
worked  on  a  farm  until  he  was  eighteen 
years  old  and  then  taught  district  school  for 
four  terms.  In  1877  he  was  apprenticed  to 
Dr.  O.  Burbank  in  the  drug  business  at 
Waverly,  and  in  1880  became  a  registered 
pharmacist.  He  did  business  for  himself 
three  years  in  Madison,  Lake  County,  South 
Dakota,  and  returning  to  Waverly  in  1883, 
he  purchased  the  store  where  he  had  re- 
ceived his  training.  In  1893  his  brother,  H. 
H.  Broadie,  a  graduate  of  the  Chicago  Col- 
lege of  Pharmacy,  became  a  partner  in  the 
business,  and  they  still  work  together  un- 
der the  firm  name  of  A.  A.  Broadie  & 
Brother.  Mr.  Broadie  has  always  been 
prominent  in  every  public  enterprise  of  the 
town,  and  has  done  much  to  aid  in  the  prog- 
ress of  Waved  v.  He  was  one  of  the  pro- 
moters of  the  Waverly  Short  Line  Railroad 
Company,  and  was  for  ten  years  its  director 
and  secretary.  He  is  now  a  director  of  the 
German-American  Loan  &  Trust  Company's 
Bank  of  Waverlv,  and  president  of  the  Wav- 
erlv  Industrial  Association. 

Mr  TVoadie  has  ahvavs  belonged  to  the 
r  ~ub1ican  r.arlv.  which  was  born  the  same 


ye  ir  thnt  he  wis,  in  1856.  He  has  never 
been  a  candidate  for  any  office.  He  belongs 
to  the  Masonic  order,  and  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Iowa  Pharmaceutical  Association 
since  1883,  serving  as  its  president  in  1891- 
1892,  and  is  now  chairman  of  its  executive 
committee. 

Mr.  Broadie  was  married  June  8,  1881, 
to  Miss  Alveline  Almeda  Shepard  of  Wav- 
erly, who  died  November  28,  1882,  leaving 
an  infant  son,  LeRoy  Wesley,  who  was  born 
October  28,  1882.  Mr.  Broadie  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Minnie  B.  Perry,  of  Chicago, 
May  6,.  1886.  They  have  two  children: 
Perry  Henderson,  born  July  28,  1887,  and 
George  Alfred,  born  April  20,  1889. 


BROWN,  Robert  H.,  of  Sioux  City,  was 
well  prepared  for  a  professional  career  and 
few  young  lawyers  have  enjoyed  such  su- 
perior advantages  preceding  his  legal  educa- 
tion. He  can  also  claim  the  honor  of  having 
had  a  vice  president  of  the  United  States 
for  preceptor. 

Mr.  Brown  was  born  at  Saratoga  Springs, 
New  York,  November  15,  1854.  His  early 
education  was  obtained  in  the  district  schools 
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of  Illinois;  his  collegiate  education  was  ob- 
tained at  the  State  Normal  University  of 
Normal,  Illinois,  and  his  commercial  college 
education  at  the  famous  Evergreen  City 
Business  College  of  Bloomington,  Illinois. 
His  legal  college  education  was  secured  in 
the  law  department  of  the  Wesleyan  Uni- 
versity at  Bloomington,  from  which  insti- 
tution he  was  graduated  in  1878.  Few  men 
can  boast  so  great  a  number  of  diplomas 
from  institutions  of  prominence  as  can  Mr. 
Brown.  His  early  professional  training  was 
received  through  five  years'  association  in 
the  law  firm  of  Stevenson  &  E\ving  of 
Bloomington,  Illinois.  The  senior  member 
of  the  firm  was  vice  president  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Brown  removed  from  Bloomington, 
Illinois,  to  Huron,  South  Dakota,  in  Jan- 
uary, 1882,  where  he  practiced  taw  exclu- 
sively. Among  his  clients  of  note  was  the 
Chicago  &  Northwestern  Railway  Company, 
for  which  company  he  acted  as  general  state 
counsel ;  his  work  covered  all  the  lines  in 
the  territory  now  known  as  the  states  of 
North  and  South  Dakota.  He  held  that  po- 
sition from  1885  to  I&9°>  and  in  that  time 
tried  many  important  cases  involving  life, 
limb  and  valuable  property,  many  of  which 
cases  were  of  more  than  local  notoriety.  He 
is  counsel  for  the  Northwestern  Railway 
Company  at  Sioux  City,  and  of  other  large 
corporate  interests,  and  has  always  followed 
the  practice  of  law  exclusively. 

Politically  Mr.  Brown  is  a  democrat  of 
prominence.  He  was  engaged  in  the  cam- 
paigns of  1876,  1878  and  1890,  and  in  these 
campaigns  aided  in  the  election  of  Vice  Pres- 
ident Stevenson  to  congress  from  the  then 
Fourteenth  congressional  district  of  Illinois. 
He  stumped  the  district  for  Mr.  Stevenson 
during  these  campaigns,  and  in  1890 
stumped  the  state  for  Hancock  and  English. 

He  was  chairman  of  the  legislative  dis- 
trict committee  in  Dakota  Territory  from 
18S.4.  'o  18S7,  when  it  embraced  twenty-five 
counties,  of  what  is  now  the  state  of  South 
Dakota.  He  was  a  presidential  elector  on 
the  sound  money  national  democratic  ticket 
of  1896,  and  conducted  a  speaking  canvass 
of  the  Eleventh  congressional  district  of 
Iowa.  He  was  secretary  of  the  sound  money 
state  central  committee,  which  was  formed 
after  the  Chicago  convention  that  year,  and 


was  a  member  of  the  state  central  commit- 
tee of  the  national  democratic  party. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  church 
and  a  member  of  the  order  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias.  Mr.  Brown  was  married  Novem- 
^r  16,  1882,  to  Miss  Katie  McCaughey,  a 
niece  of  Vice  President  Stevenson.  They 
have  three  children :  Lisle  Park,  Letitia  and 
Charlton. 


BLOOD,  Jared  P.,  who  enjoys  an  ex- 
tensive legal  practice  in  Sioux  City,  is  of 


English  descent,  his  grandparents  being 
among  the  earliest  settlers  of  New  England 
in  Colonial  times.  He  is  a  lineal  descendant 
1^  Sir  Isaac  Xewton  on  his  mother's  side. 
Her  family  located  in  the  state  of  New 
Hampshire  when  it  was  yet  a  wilderness. 

Mr.  Blood  was  born  in  the  town  of  White- 
field,  New  Hampshire,  January  18,  1844. 
He  attended  the  district  ?ch  . 
had  reached  the  age  of  sixter:  v:ars,  but 
the  school  was  not  in  ses''<  ■* 
tour  months  in  any  one  year,  and  the  teachers 
were  compelled  to  "board  around"  in  order 
to  lengthen  the  term  to  even  that  extent.  At 
sixteen  he  was  permitted  to  attend  a  select 
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♦school,  and  this  comprised  the  whole  of  his 
.educational  opportunities  until  after  he  had 
returned  from  the  army.     He  enlisted  at 
Concord,  New  Hampshire  in  August,  1864 
ir  Company  I,  First  New  Hampshire  Heavy 
Artillery,  and  served  therein  until  the  close 
of  the  war.    He  ranked' as  private,  but  acted 
.as  special  corporal  and  orderly  at  times.    He 
was  stationed  in  the  defenses  about  Wash- 
ington and  therefore  was  not  in  any  battles, 
but  was  called  out  several  times  in  anticipa- 
tion of  attacks  which  did  not  materialize. 
After  returning  from  the  army  Mr.  Blood 
spent  one  year  in  the  academy  at  West  Con- 
cord,   Vermont,    preparatory    to    entering 
Lombard  University  at  Galesburgs  Illinois. 
There  he  took  a  classical  course,  receiving 
his  degree  of   B    A.   in  June,    1870,   and 
later  the  degree  of  A.  M.    While  in  college 
he  became  an  active  member  of  the  Eroso- 
phian  Society,  of  which  he  was  president, 
secretary  and  librarian,  respectively,  during 
his  course.     He  led  his  class  in  philosophy 
,and  higher  mathematics,  and  his  Master's 
x>ration  received  the  highest  commendation 
from  critics  for  original  thought  and  mas- 
terly expression.     Mr.  Blood  came  to  Iowa 
in  the  spring  of  1871,  where  he  thought  to 
regain  his  health,  which  was  impaired  by  his 
long  term  in  college.     He  located  upon  a 
soldiers'    homestead    in    O'Brien    county. 
where  he  resided  until  he  was  able  to  make 
final  proof,  after  which  he  removed  to  Sioux 
City.     He  entered  the  law  office  of  C.  R. 
Marks  in  January,    1874,  and   the   follow- 
ing May  was  admitted  to  the  bar.     During 
•the    following   fall   he  accepted   a  position 
with  the  law  firm  of  Joy  &  Wright,  and 
confined  himself  exclusively  to  their  work, 
where  he  remained  until  1876,  quitting  them 
r.c  that  time  that  he  might  make  a  visit  with 
friends  in  the  East  and  atend  the  Expo- 
sition at  Philadelphia.     Returning  to  Iowa 
ixi    1878  he  again  associated  himself  with 
C.  R.  Marks.     In  1882  he  opened  an  office 
4  for  himself,  and  since  that  time  has  con- 
tinued in  active  practice,  representing  many 
of   the   largest   firms   and   corporations,   as 
well  as  taking  cases  for  the  poor  against 
corporations,  and  all  with  marked  success. 
He  was  one  of  the  original  promoters  of 
the  Lincoln  Park  company  and  the  Sioux 
City  and  Morning  Side  Street  Railway  Com- 
pany, serving  as  vice-president,  director  and 


general  counsel  for  each.  He  was  also  one 
of  the  incorporators  of  the  Merchants  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Sioux  City,  now  one  of  the 
most  flourishing  banks  in  the  city.  He  is 
a  republican,  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  and  a 
member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  He  was  married 
in  June,  1871  to  Miss  Jennie  Hewitt.  They 
have  no  children. 


BROWER.  Dr.  E.  D.,  of  LeMars,  was 
born  in  Carroll  County,  Ohio,  January  15, 
1858.      His  ancestors  were   from   Holland 


and  settled  in  Baltimore,  Maryland,  upon 
coming  to  this  country  in  an  early  day.  His 
grandfather,  David  Brower,  immediately 
after  his  marriage  to  Catherine  Giger, 
moved  by  wagon  to  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  lived  one  year.  He  then  removed 
to  Carroll  County,  Ohio,  and  located  on  a 
farm,  where  he  remained  until  his  death. 
His  oldest  son,  Isaac,  purchased  the  old 
homestead  after  his  marriage  to  Susannah 
Hamilton,  daughter  of  John  Hamilton,  from 
the  county  of  Donegal.  Ireland.  Her  father 
was  a  son  of  a  Scotch-Irish  landlord,  who 
came  to  America  when  twenty-five  years 
old,  and  married  an   English   Presbyterian 
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woman  of  the  name  of  Wells  in  West  Vir- 
ginia. They  settled  on  a  farm  in  Carroll 
County,  Ohio,  where  he  lived  to  be  nearly 
one  hundred  years  of  age.  Isaac  Brower 
lived  in  Carroll  County  until  1872,  where 
six  children  were  born,  then  removed  to 
Ackley,  Iowa,  and  resided  there  until  his 
wife's  death,  May  14,  1882,  thence  to  Le- 
Mars  and  resided  with  his  daughters  for  one 
year  and  finally  made  his  home  with  his 
oldest  son,  John,  at  Calliope,  where  he  died 
May  8,  1896,  and  was  buried  beside  his  wife 
in  the  cemetery  at  Ackley. 

E.  D.  Brower  attended  the  public  school 
at  Bethel  school  house,  near  Leesville,  in 
Carroll  County,  Ohio,  until  14  years  old, 
when  the  family  removed  to  Hardin  County, 
Iowa,  and  he  was  placed  in  the  country 
schools.  After  two  years  he  entered  the 
high  school  at  Ackley,  and  following  a  two 
year's  course,  engaged  in  teaching  in  Grundy 
bounty  In  the  spring  of  1878  he  com- 
menced the  audy  of  dentistry  with  J.  K. 
Mcrri>  at  .Ackley,  «*nd  in  September,  1879, 
eute-ed  the  dental  department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan,  irom  which  he  gradu- 
ated with  the  claaft  of  1881.  He  immedi- 
ately located  in  pfactipe  at  LeMars,  and  at 
this  time  has  a  patronage  not  excelled. by 
any  practitioner  outside  of  the  large  cities. 
In  1883  he  became  a  member  of  the  State 
j)ental  Society,  >and  the  same  year  was  ap- 
pointed to  a  position  0$  the  examining  com- 
mittee of  the  dental  department  of  the  Iowa 
State  University,  which  place  he  held  for 
three  years.  In  1888  he  received  the  appoint- 
ment of  member  of  the  State  Board  of 
Dental  Examiners  at  the  hands  of  Governor 
Larrabee,  and  served  as  such  for  three  years. 
In  September,  1895,  he  assisted  in  organiz- 
ing the  Northern  Iowa  Dental  Society,  and 
at  the  close  of  the  session  held  at  Clear  Lake 
was  elected  its  president.  He  is  a  republic- 
an. He  is  an  active  member  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias;  has  filled  the  various  offices  in 
the  local  lodge,  and  was  its  representative 
to  the  grand  lodge  on  three  occasions.  He 
was  married  November  26,  1884,  to  Miss 
Jessie  C.  Stebbins  of  LeMars  They  have 
one  child,  Hazel,  born  July  2,  1890.  He  is 
not  only  a  successful  practitioner  but  oc- 
cupies a  high  social  position  i  1  his  com- 
munity. He  is  regarded  as  a  prudent  and 
reliable  man  in  all  affairs. 


BEYER,  Henry  Fleck,  a  leading  mer- 
chant of  Edgewood,  is  interested  in  many 
enterprises  outside  of  his  own  immediate 
business.  He  is  a  native  of  Iowa,  born  in 
Clayton  County,  May  13,  1848.  His  father 
was  William  Beyer,  a  farmer  who  came  from 
Blair  County,  Pennsylvania,  with  small 
means  and  settled  in  Clayton  County  in  1845 
on  land  entered  from  the  government.  He 
opened  the  road  from  Colesburg  west  and 
located  in  the  heavy  timber,  five  miles  north- 
west of  Colesburg.  He  died  in  1849,  a*  the 
age  of  40  years,  from  the  effects  of  being 
run  over  by  a  wagon  while  moving  a  family 


of  emigrants  from  Dubuque.  He  was  an 
active  Methodist  and  religious  services  were 
often  held  in  his  cabin.  His  wife's  maiden 
name  was  Mary  Ramey,  born  in  Pennsyl- 
vania in  18 16,  and  married  to  William  Beyer 
in  1838.  Being  left  with  four  children  by 
her  husband's  death,  she  returned  to  Penn- 
sylvania, and  for  seven  years  supported  her 
family  and  kept  up  her  land  by  keeping 
boarders;  then  she  returned  to  her  land  in 
Iowa  and  by  careful  management  and  econo- 
my brought  up  her  children  and  gave  each 
of  them  a  fair  education,  and  eighty  acres 
of  land  when  they  became  of  age.  Wild 
Indians,  howling  wolves,  bear,  deer,  rattle- 
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snakes  and  other  incidents  of  frontier  life 
were  not  unknown  around  her  lonely  cabin. 
She  brought  her  children  up  in  the  Metho- 
dist church,  and  though  they  had  to  walk 
two  miles,  they  hardly  missed  a  Sunday.  She 
never  married  again,   stoutly  maintaining 
that  she  would  remain  her  husband's  widow 
as  long  as  she  lived  and  that  no  man  should 
ever  be  placed  over  her  children.     She  still 
survives  at  the  age  of  82  years  and  lives 
in  Edgewood.     The  family  is  of  German 
origin,  though  Mr.  Beyer's  grandfather  and 
grandmother  were  born  in  America.     His 
great  grandfather  was  a  Methodist  minister 
111  Blair  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  was  very 
successful.    His  grandfather  on  his  mother's 
side  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war, 
and  all  his  ancestors  belonged  to  the  Whig 
party,  then  were  abolitionists,  and  finally  re- 
publicans.   Mr.  Beyer  attended  the  common 
school  until  i860,  when,  at  the  age  of  12 
years,  he  left  school  because  the  teacher 
boldly  advocated  treason,  slavery  and  seces- 
sion, which  he  abhorred.     He  pursued  his 
studies  at  home,  thus  learning  to  depend 
on  his  own  resources.     After  the  war  he 
attended  high  school  in  Elkader  one  term, 
and  later  at  Lenox  Collegiate  Institute  in 
Hopkinton  and  at  a  select  school  that  was 
held  three  miles  from  home.     He  worked 
on  the  farm,  taught  school  in  winter,  farmed 
in  the  summer  for  seven  years,  or  until  1876, 
when  he  took  his  first  trip  east  and  visited 
the  Centennial  and  other  points  of  interest. 
When  he  returned  home  in  the  fall  he  pur- 
chased a  small  frame  store  building  on  the 
site  of  his  present  establishment  and  em- 
barked in  the  mercantile  business.     For  the 
first  few  years  he  worked  days  and  posted 
books  nights,  conducting  the  business  alone, 
taking  care  to  buy  the  produce  of  the  country 
that  offered,  included  butter,  eggs,  game, 
wood,  hoop  poles,  corn,  etc.     In  the  twenty 
years  that  he  has  been  in  business  the  volume 
thereof  has  increased  from  $10,000  the  first 
year  to  $140,000  in  1897,  divided  as  fol- 
lows: Hogs,  $25,000;  milk,  $87,000;  mer- 
chandise, $28,000.    Mr.  Beyer  now  owns  an^ 
operates  five  creameries,  having  570  milk 
patrons,  and  the  business  is  still  growing. 
His  butter  reaches  the  best  eastern  markets. 
He  has  suffered  many  losses  in  business, 
caused  by  carrying  out  a  desire  to  help  others 
and  a  slowness  and  unwillingness  to  believe 


that  the  world  is  so  full  of  men  who  will 
deceive  the  best  friend  they  have;  but  he 
looks  upon  these  experiences  with  the  view 
of  a  philosopher  and  says  that  this  plan  has 
answered  a  purpose  in. giving  him  a  broader 
understanding  of  the  environments  of  active 
life,  and  ability  to  rise  above  failure  and 
attain  success.  He  is  a  republican  and  has 
always  voted  with  his  party,  except  in  two 
campaigns,  when  he  voted  the  prohibition 
ticket.  He  does  not  Belong  to  any  club  or 
society,  but  has  contributed  hundreds  of  dol- 
lars in  a  charitable  way  where  he  thought 
it  was  most  needed.  He  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  church  since  the  age 
of  17  and  is  a  liberal  contributer  to  its  sup- 
port. 

Mr.  Beyer  was  married  May  8,  1881, 
to  Alma  Ruth  Fenner,  also  a  native  of  Clay- 
ton County.  Theirs  has  been  a  most  happy 
union,  blessed  with  five  children,  viz:  F. 
Wesley  Beyer,  born  March  9,  1882;  Mary 
Lucretia  Beyer,  born  January  8,  1884:  Al- 
bert Ralph  Beyer,  born  June  15,  1887;  Frank 
David  Beyer,  born  September  30,  1892  and 
Claude  Fenner  Beyer,  born  December  4, 
1896.  They  are  all  living  and  those  old 
enough  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church,  have  high,  moral  aspirations, 
are  pronounced  bright  children  by  their 
teachers,  and  are  blessed  with  good  constitu- 
tions. 


BUDD,  Professor  J.  L.,  the  distin- 
guished horticulturist,  has  been  the  means 
of  bringing  as  much  good  to  his  state  as 
any  other  man  who  ever  lived  in  it,  and 
probably  more  than  any  other  man  in  his 
line  ever  can  do.  He  is  the  man  who  has 
hewn  a  path  through  this  state,  and  par- 
ticularly the  northern  part  of  it,  for  horti- 
culture. It  is  only  a  modest  statement  of 
the  truth  to  say  that  Professor  Budd  is  today 
the  highest  authority  on  horticultural 
subjects  in  this  country,  and  that  he 
is  so  recognized  by  all  except  those 
who,  following  theories  of  their  own, 
do  not  agree  with  him.  The  best  part 
of  Professor  BuddTs  work  is  that  it  has  stood 
the  test  of  time,  and  those  who  have  fol- 
lowed his  advice,  especially  those  who  do 
it  now,  have  good  orchards.    His  knowledge 
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upon  this  subject  is  simply  complete.  It  is 
a  most  interesting  thing  to  watch  him  in  a 
horticultural  meeting,  where  he  is  a  very 
oracle.  Questions  by  the  score  are  fired  at 
him  and  he  answers  them  in  his  quiet,  modest 
way,  so  thoroughly  and  so  accurately  that 
when  he  is  done  there  is  nothing  more  to 
be  said  on  the  subject.  He  has  steadily 
argued  that  fruit  could  be  raised  in  north- 
ern Iowa  and  that  Iowa,  as  a  whole,  is  a 
splendid  fruit  growing  country.  Time  and 
his  experiments  have  proved  him  correct,  as 
it  attested  by  the  victories  won  by  the  state 
at  the  World's  Fair  and  elsewhere.  His  in- 
vestigations into  these  conditions,  begun  in 
his  Benton  County  orchard  and  conducted 
for  more  than  twenty  years  in  the  Iowa 
Agricultural  College,  have  provided  a  store- 
house of  information  for  horticulturists,  not 
only  in  this  state  and  the  United  States,  but 
in  Europe,  where  his  fame  has  spread.  The 
experiments  have  been  of  a  practical  nature 
and  have  been  in  the  direction  of  giving  to 
the  farmers  and  home  owners,  as  well  as 
the  professional  fruit  growers,  the  right  kind 
of  advice  that  would  enable  them  to  make  the 
most  of  their  opportunities. 

He  was  born  near  West  Point,  New  York, 
in  1837,  on  the  old  farm  owned  by  his  par- 


ents, Joseph  and  Maria  Lancaster  Budd.  The 
parental  ancestry  was  French,  the  original 
name  being  Bude.  On  the  mother's  side  he 
comes  of  English  stock,  the  Lancasters  hav- 
ing come  from  that  country  and  settled  on 
the  Hudson  in  Queen  Ann's  time. 

The  education  of  Professor  Budd  was  ac- 
quired in  the  state  of  his  birth,  where  he 
passed  from  the  common  schools  through  the 
high  school  to  the  normal  institutes.  He 
came  west  in  1857  and  taught  the  first 
academy  in  West  Rockford,  Illinois.  He 
later  became  principal  of  the  schools  at 
Wheaton,  where  he  was  very  successful  with 
the  work.  In  1858  he  purchased  a  farm  in 
Benton  County,  Iowa  and  established  the 
well  known  Benton  County  Orchards  and 
Nursery.  He  was  elected  secretary  of  the 
Iowa  Horticultural  Society  in  1873,  and  this 
position  was  held,  with  an  intermission  of 
but  three  years,  until  1896,  at  which  time 
the  press  of  other  duties  made  a  change  nec- 
essary. He  was  elected  to  the  chair  of  Hor- 
ticulture and  Forestry  in  the  Iowa  Agricul- 
tural College  in  1876.  In  this  responsible 
position  he  has  not  only  introduced  many 
valuable  varieties  of  the  orchard  fruits, 
small  fruits,  ornamental  trees  and  shrubs,  but 
his  class  room  work  has  developed  many 
leaders  in  horticultural  lines  of  work  and 
professors  of  horticulture  in  the  agricultural 
colleges  and  experiment  stations  of  the 
United  States  and  Canada.  Three  of 
his  students  and  assistants,  Profes- 
sors Keffer,  Hansen  and  Schule,  occupied 
very  responsible  positions  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  at  Washington,  D.  C. 
Professor  Hansen  is  at  the  head  of  the 
horticultural  department  of  the  South 
Dakota  State  Agricultural  College. 

Professor  Budd's  resignation  from  the 
professorship  of  Horticulture  and  For- 
estry was  accepted  in  1899  after  twenty- 
three  years  of  faithful  service  to  the  col- 
lege. He  retired  with  the  title  of  Professor 
Emeritus,  and  is  now  devoting  his  time  to 
the  American  Horticultural  Manual.  Dur- 
ing the  winter  of  'gcj-'oo  he  published  a 
Handbook  of  Horticulture,  which  will  be  a 
textbook  in  its  line.  He  spent  the  summer  of 
1882  in  Russia  in  the  interest  of  the  fruit 
growers  of  the  United  States.  His  large 
experience  and  extensive  knowledge  enabled 
him  to  make  a  studv  of  the  different  fruits 
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of  the  far  East,  which  resulted  in  placing 
before  the  horticulturists  those  varieties 
which  would  prove  most  profitable  in  this 
country;  also  much  information  in  relation 
to  the  care  and  growth  of  the  same,  which 
saved  thousands  of  dollars  from  being  spent 
in  costly  experiment.  His  valuable  horticul- 
tural library  was  enriched  by  the  will  of  the 
late  Charles  Downing  and  in  that  bequest  the 
Iowa  Agricultural  College  shares,  for  both 
libraries  are  now  in  that  institution.  Pro- 
fessor Budd's  right  to  his  place  at  the  head 
of  American  horticulturists  was  recognized 
by  Mr.  Downing  in  another  way.  He  was 
the  greatest  horticulturist  in  the  country,  so 
recognized  universally.  He  lived  in  New- 
burg  on  the  Hudson  and  he  made  Professor 
Budd  his  literary  legatee.  Downing's  "Fruits 
and  Trees  of  America"  is  the  standard  refer- 
ence book  of  the  country,  and  all  the  notes 
by  the  author  were  bequeathed  to  Professor 
Budd  with  the  request  that  he  carry  on  the 
work,  and  prepare  a  revised  edition  of  the 
work,  which  Professor  Budd  intends  to  do. 
He  is  one  of  the  iew  great  men  who  live 
to  see  their  work  appreciated  and  its  good 
results  being  enjoyed.  His  kind  and  gen- 
erous nature  keeps  down  opposition,  mak- 
ing him  as  much  loved  for  the  personal  quali- 
ties of  heart  as  for  his  scientific  achieve- 
ments. 

Professor  Budd  was  married  in  i860  to 
Miss  Sarah  M.  Breed,  a  direct  descendant 
of  the  Breeds  of  Revolutionary  fame.  They 
have  two  children.  Allen  J.,  is  a  successful 
farmer  and  horticulturist  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  Benton  County,  Iowa,  and  Etta  M., 
who  has  given  much  attention  to  art  and  is 
well  known  as  an  art  teacher. 

The  Professor  **M'll  continue  to  reside  at 
his  comfortable  home  in  Ames,  where  as  an 
ex-office  member  of  the  college  faculty,  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity 
and  among  long  time  friends,  he  proposes  to 
take  life  easier  than  in  the  past. 


BURROWS,  George  Washington,  now 
a  resident  of  Breckenridge,  Minnesota,  was 
born  January  8,  1867  in  a  log  cabin,  on  a 
farm  on  the  Iowa  river  in  Franklin  County, 
Iowa,  a  mile  north  of  the  then  trading  post 
of  Otisville,  where  is  now  located  the  beau- 
11 


tiful  and  thriving  town  of  Dows.  The  Bur- 
rows' homestead,  while  of  log  construction, 
was  one  of  the  best  in  the  country  at  that 
date,  being  large  and  commodious,  con- 
structed with  the  old  fashioned  fire  place 
and  stone  chimney  built  on  the  exterior  of 
the  cabin.  Mr.  Burrows  is  of  English  de- 
scent, his  father,  Chester  William  Ashford 
Burrows,  and  his  mother,  Jane  Gurney,  the 
former  born  November  3,  1826  and  the  latter 
January  4,  1835,  being  natives  of  Yorkshire, 
England.  They  sailed  for  America  in  1851 
on  the  same  vessel,  where  they  made  their 
first  acquaintance.  The  voyage  was  a  very 
perilous  one,  the  vessel  narrowly  escaping 
shipwreck  twice,  owing  to  severe  storms, 
and  its  unsafe  condition.  It  had  been  con- 
demned from  further  use,  but  owing  to  the 
rush  of  emigration,  unscrupulous  and  fool- 
hardy parties  conceived  the  idea  of  charter- 
ing this  vessel  and  making  a  trip  to  America 
and  thus  enrich  themselves  by  the  profits 
thereof,  they  succeeding  in  loading  and  set- 
ting out  before  the  fact  was  discovered  by 
the  authorities;  they  were  six  weeks  and 
two  days  making  the  voyage.  Upon  their 
arrival  in  this  country  they  settled  in  Grant 
County.  Wisconsin,  where  they  were  after- 
wards united  in  marriage.  They  moved  to 
Iowa  in  1866  and  settled  at  Alden  in  Hardin 
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County,  where  they  remained  one  year,  go- 
ing from  there  to  Otisville  the  next  year. 
Their  nearest  railroad  station  was  then 
Cedar  Falls,  where  Mr.  Burrows  used  to 
make  frequent  trips  by  team  to  get  supplies 
and  goods  for  the  Otisville  store  and  the 
neighboring  inhabitants ;  it  was  fifteen  years 
after  Mr.  Burrows'  settlement  in  Wright 
County  before  a  railroad  crossed  its  borders. 
A  family  of  six  sons  and  two  daughters  were 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burrows,  all  of  whom 
are  living  at  present  except  the  second 
daughter.  The  father  and  mother  are  still 
living  and  comfortably  settled  in  their  home 
town  of  Dows.  George  Washington  is  the 
fifth  of  the  family.  He  was  thirteen  years 
of  age  before  he  saw  a  railroad  and  train 
of  cars.  His  first  dollar  was  earned  by  rais- 
ing a  brood  of  turkies.  His  early  boyhood 
was  spent  upon-  the  farm  and  until  he  was 
eighteen  years  of  age  he  put  in  the  farmer 
boy's  usual  three  months  attending  the  coun- 
try *  schooJ  .ia  the  winter,  the  balance  of  the 
time  being  required  to  labor  on  the  farm 
to  assist  the  family  in  making  a  living.  By 
applying  himself  assiduously  to  his  studies 
in  school  and  occupying  his  evenings  and 
spar®  time  when  out  of  school,  he  fitted 
himself  for  teaching  at  the  age  of  eighteen, 
when  he  began  teaching  in  the  district 
schools  of  his  county  in  winter,  continuing 
his  farm  labor  in  the  summer.  This  he 
continued  for  three  or  four  years,  when  he 
had  saved  enough  from  his  earnings  to  pay 
for  a  business  course.  He  entered  the  Iowa 
Business  College  at  Des  Moines  in  1888, 
where  he  took  a  course  in  business  training 
and  stenography,  graduating  in  June,  1889. 
After  a  short  vacation  he  accepted  a  posi- 
tion with  F.  M.  Williams,  attorney  at  Iowa 
Falls,  which  he  resigned  the  same  year  to 
accept  a  better  one  with  Ellsworth  &  Jones 
of  the  same  place,  one  of  the  largest  real 
estate  and  farm  loan  concerns  of  the  state. 
He  continued  his  connection  with  Ellsworth 
&  Jones  until  the  fall  of  1892,  managing 
their  Chicago  office  during  that  summer, 
when  he  severed  his  conection  with  them 
to  enter  the  real  estate  business  on  his  own 
account  at  Lake  Park,  Iowa,  in  partnership 
with  F.  W.  Tutin  of  that  place.  He  con- 
tinued the  business  at  Lake  Park  until  Janu- 
ary 1,  1899,  when  he  sold  out  to  accept  the 
management  of  the  Iowa  branch  of  the  Dem- 


ing  Investment  Company  of  Kansas  City, 
Missouri.  In  the  fall  of  1899,  seeing  the 
rush  of  emigration  to  the  northwest,  Mr. 
Burrows  again  left  a  salaried  position  and 
moved  to  Breckenridge,  Minnesota,  the 
county  seat  of  Wilkin  County,  located  at 
the  head  of  the  famous  Red  River  Valley  on 
the  Red  River  of  the  North,  and  entered  the 
real  estate,  loan  and  abstract  business,  where 
he  is  at  present  located.  Mr.  Burrows  has 
always  been  a  student  in  business,  is  well 
posted  in  business  affairs,  is  successful  in 
his  undertaking  and  held  in  high  regard  by 
his  business  associates. 

While  not  being  a  member  of  any  church, 
Mr.  Burrows  is  a  strong  believer  in  church 
work,  his  tendencies  being  to  the  Methodist 
faith. 

In  politics  he  has  always  been  a  repub- 
lican, and  has  held  many  local  offices  of 
trust  and  responsibility,  yet  without  his  seek- 
ing. He  was  on  the  county  central  com- 
mittee during  his  entire  residence  in  Dick- 
inson County,  held  the  office  of  town  treas- 
urer for  two  terms  and  was  elected  to  three 
successive  terms  as  mayor  of  Lake  Park; 
he  enjoys  matters  political,  is  a  hard  worker 
for  the  success  of  his  friends  and  party, 
but  has  never  aspired  to  office  himself.  Mr. 
Burrows  is  a  strong  advocate  of  clean  gov- 
ernment and  is  a  public  spirited  citizen;  he 
is  well  connected  socially  and  is  prominent 
in  all  movements  for  the  upbuilding  and 
maintenance  of  good  society  arid  high 
morals,  and  will  be  found  a  helpful  addi- 
tion and  moving  spirit  in  any  community 
in  which  he  may  locate. 

Mr.  Burrows  was  married  December  25, 
1895  to  Pearl  Maude  Ring,  second  daughter 
of  Captain  and  Mrs.  E.  P.  Ring  of  Lake 
Park.  Two  daughters  have  been  born 
to  them ;  Hazel  May  was  born  April  21,  1897 
and  died  April  22,  1897.  Lucelia  Ring  was 
born  May  16,   1898. 


BROWN,  John  G.,  of  Marshalltown, 
will  always  have  an  important  place  in  the 
Listorv  of  the  state.  He  was  one  of  the 
famous  fiftv-two  who  enacted  the  first  pro- 
hibitory law,  and  has  held  offices  of  greater 
or  less  importance  throughout  his  active  life. 
Born  of  abolition  parents,  it  is  not  strange 
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that  he  should  be  a  man  of  strong  convic- 
tions and  gre;tt  activity  in  life.  His  com- 
mon school  education  was  supplemented 
with  an  academic  course  in  Illinois  College 
of  Jacksonville.  He  came  to  Iowa  in  1871, 
and  purchased  a  farm  in  Marshall  County. 
The  money  with  which  this  purchase  was 
made  was  earned  in  stock  raising  in  Illinois, 
and  the  nucleus  of  it  all  was  his  salary  as  a 
private  and  non-commissioned  officer  in  the 
Civil  War.  Continued  success  followed  his 
location  in  Iowa,  until  he  paid  taxes  on  more 
than  fourteen  hundred  acres  of  improved 
land,  which  was  free  from  debt.  He  was  a 
breeder  of  fine  hogs  and  cattle  and  his  stock 
always  brought  an  advance  of  the  regular 
market.  In  the  contest  for  a  prize  offered 
by  the  swine  breeders  of  the  Northwest  a 
fewr  years  ago,  for  the  best  paper  on  "How 
to  Produce  Pork,"  in  which  there  were  two 
hundred  contestants,  Mr.  Brown  was 
awarded  highest  honors.  He  is  a  contrib- 
utor to  the  high  class  agricultural  journals 
of  the  country,  and  a  prominent  figure  in  the 
annual  meetings  held  by  men  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits.  He  is  a  director  of 
the  Marshalltown  State  Bank,  and  retired 
from  active  farming  in  1895. 

Mr.  Brown  is  a  great  traveler,  being  of 
that  class  of  agriculturists  who  believe  that 
the  farm  should  not  be  a  slave  master,  and 
his  winters  are  usually  spent  in  Daytona, 
Florida,  where  he  owns  a  lovely  winter 
home.  In  1861  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in 
the  Fifty-fifth  regiment,  Illinois  Infantry, 
and  at  the  end  of  his  three  years'  term  re- 
enlisted  as  a  veteran.  He  was  promoted 
through  many  grades  before  being  mustered 
out  on  August  28,  1865.  The  war  record 
shows  that  he  participated  in  the  following 
battles :  Shiloh,  Russell*  House,  Shelby  De- 
pot, Ch'ckasaw  Bayou,  Arkansas  Post,  Mis- 
sion Ridge,  Kennesaw,  Atlanta,  the  assaults 
on  Vicksburg,  Ezra  Church,  Jonesboro  and 
Bentonville,  besides  numerous  skirmishes. 
His  regiment,  with  a  total  enrollment  of  ten 
hundred  and  fifty-six  men,  lost  one  hundred 
and  sixty-one  killed  and  two  hundred  and 
eighty-seven  wounded,  a  per  cent  killed  ex- 
ceeded by  but  eighteen  regiments  in  the 
whole  Union  army.  Mr.  Brown  has  filled 
most  of  the  official  positions  in  his  Grand 
Army  post,  and  was  junior  vice  commander 


of  the  department.  He  represented  his 
county  in  the  Twentieth  and  Twenty-first 
General  Assemblies,  when  the  prohibition 
law  wlas  enacted.  He  took  an  active  part  in 
the  establishing  of  the  State's  Soldiers' 
Home  at  Marshalltown,  and  held  chairman- 
ships in  leading  committees.  The  Twenty- 
second  General  Assembly  elected  him  a  trus- 
tee of  the  Soldiers'  Orphan  Home  at  Daven- 
port, and  he  was  twice  re-elected.  He  was 
also  treasurer  of  the  board  of  that  institu- 
tion. He  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
church,  and  in  the  order  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  is  past  chancellor  commander  and 
ex-captain  of  the  Uniform  Rank. 

He  was  married  November  13,  1866,  to 
Miss  Anna  Marie  Negley.  No  children  were 
born  to  them,  but  in  1876  they  adopted  a 
child  to  whom  they  gave  the  name  of  Charles 
R.  Brown. 


BEAL,  Lucius  Wells,  of  Cherokee,  is 
of  New  England  ancestry.  His  parents 
were  pioneers  in  the  very  early  days  of  the 
new  west  and  he  was  the  first  white  child 
born  in  Zuma  township,  Rock  Island  County, 
Illinois,  the  date  of  his  birth  being  January 
20,  1838.     His  father,  Daniel  N.  Beal,  was 
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left  an  orphan  when  he  was  a  small  boy,  one 
of  a  large  family  and  without  means  of  sup- 
port. He  was  bound  out  to  service  to  Leon- 
ard Johnson,  a  brother  of  Oliver  Johnson, 
at  one  time  associate  editor  of  the  New 
York  Independent,  in  Vermont  until  he  was 
nineteen,  when  with  $40  in  his  pocket  he 
started  westward  to  seek  his  fortune.  He 
made  his  journey  largely  on  foot.  Work- 
ing a  day  or  month  as  he  could  secure  em- 
ployment, he  saved  in  twro  years  $200  and 
with  this  he  returned  to  his  native  town, 
Peacham,  Caledonia  County,  Vermont,  to 
claim  the  girl  he  left  behind.  Her  name  was 
Betsey  Spencer.  They  were  married  Sep- 
tember 18,  1836,  and  proceeded  at  once  to 
their  new  home,  via  stage  coach,  canal,  lake 
and  river,  reaching  at  last  Rock  Island, 
where  they  pre-empted  land  and  built  a  log 
cabin  in  which  was  born  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  His  father  was  a  citizen  of  wealth 
and  influence,  noted  for  his  honest  and  faith- 
ful performance  of  all  duties  entrusted  to 
him.  They  celebrated  their  sixtieth  wed- 
ding anniversary  in  Moline,  Illinois,  Septem- 
ber 18,  1896.  Mr.  Beal's  early  schooling 
was  obtained  in  the  subscription  schools  held 
in  private  houses  or  log  cabins  until  he  was 
fifteen,  when  he  was  sent  to  Rock  Island. 
The  next  year  he  entered  the  preparatory  de- 
partment of  Lombard  University  at  Gales- 
burg,  Illinois,  where  he  attended  four  years, 
spending  his  vacations  in  work  upon  his 
father's  farm.  His  first  money  was  earned 
l>y  dropping  corn  at  twenty-five  cents  a  day. 
His  education  closed  with  a  year  at  Peacham 
Academy,  Vermont.  In  1861  Mr.  Beal  en- 
listed in  Capt.  Graham's  cavalry  at  Moline 
and  was  mustered  into  United  States  service 
at  {guincy,  Illinois,  for  three  years.  He  was 
made  sergeant,  went  to  Ft.  Leavenworth  and 
to  Lexington,  Missouri,  took  part  in  the 
siege  and  was  captured  with  the  First  Illi- 
nois cavalry  and  Mulligan's  regiment  Sep- 
tember 20,  1 861,  at  once  paroled  and  let  go. 
The  company  was  mustered  out  of  United 
States  service  at  St.  Louis,  October  10,  1861. 
Mr.  Beal  again  enlisted  August  2,  1862,  at 
Port  Byron,  Illinois,  in  the  One  Hundred 
and  Twenty-sixth  Illinois  Infantry.  He  be- 
came captain  of  Company  E.  He  was  pro- 
moted to  lieutenant  colonel  August  12,  1864, 
to  colonel.  May  11.  1865.  He  took  part  in 
the  capture  of  Little  Rock  and  Clarendon, 


also  the  siege  of  Vicksburg.  He  was  provost 
marshal  of  Jackson,  Tennessee,  in  May  and 
June,  1863,  and  of  Du  Vals  Bluff,  Arkansas, 
in  1864.  He  was  mustered  out  of  service 
as  lieutenant  colonel,  July  12,  1865,  not 
having  been  mustered  as  colonel.  He  is  a 
republican  and  has  a  large  influence  in  local 
politics.  He  was  auditor  of  Cherokee 
County  from  1886  to  1895.  ^r-  ^^  was 
a  member  of  the  Twenty-seventh  General 
Assembly,  serving  on  several  of  the  most 
important  committees. 

He  came  to  Iowa  in  1882  and  purchased 
220  acres  of  land  and  has  now  one  of  the 
finest  farms  in  Iowa. 

Mr.  Beal  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  and 
was  past  commander  of  Custer  Post  No.  25. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias, 
Cherokee  Lodge  No.  167,  and  has  held  the 
office  of  chancellor  commander.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 

Mr.  Beal  was  married  December  10,  1863, 
to  Lizzie  S.  Drum,  a  niece  of  Gen.  R.  C. 
Drum.  They  had  five  children :  Albert  R., 
born  July  3,  1867,  who  is  now  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  medicine  in  Watertown,  Illi- 
nois; Lucy  W.,  born  December  5,  1870, 
and  married  A.  L.  Funk  of  Cherokee.  She 
died  March  28,  1892.  Edna  G.,  died  at  the 
age  of  seventeen.  Mae  S.  was  born  De- 
cember 11,  1875,  anc*  Daniel  N.  died  in  in- 
fancy. Mrs.  Beal  died  December  9,  1883. 
Mr.  Beal  was  married  again  March  30,  1887, 
to  Mrs.  Corelia  A.  Biddle  of  Cherokee, 
daughter  of  David  and  Effie  Holly,  late  of 
Dixon,  Illinois. 


BROEKSMIT.  John  Cornells.  The  best 
justification  of  our  republican  government 
lies  in  the  fact  that  young  men  of  other 
lands  seeking  homes  in  America  have  op- 
portunities to  demonstrate  the  power  they 
jx>ssess,  and,  equally  with  the  native-born 
sons  of  the  country,  work  their  way  up- 
severance.  unhampered  by  the  caste  system 
which  prevails  in  the  old  countries  and  which 
ir.  certainly  detrimental  to  the  development 
of  talent.  Coming  to  this  country.  Mr. 
Broeksmit  won  recognition  by  his  merit  and 
hns  worked  his  way  upward  until  he  holds 
t'xl?y  the  responsible  position  of  general  au- 
ditor of  the   Burlington,  Cedar   Rapids  & 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PROGRESSIVE    MEN    OF    IOWA. 


141 


Northern  Railroad.  His  life  has  been  an 
eventful  and  interesting  one,  and  integrity, 
activity  and  energy  have  been  the  crown- 
ing points  of  his  success.  Such  a  career 
is  well  worthy  of  perpetuation  on  the  pages 
of  Iowa's  history. 

Mr.  Broeksmit  was  born  in  the  city  of 
Zierikzee,  Holland,  January  25,  1825,  and 
is  a  son  of  Adrian  F.  and  Gertrude  (De 
Zwiter)  Broeksmit,  also  natives  of  Holland. 
His  ancestors  have  for  many  generations 
resided  in  that  country.  His  father  was 
a  merchant,  dealing  in  grain  and  madder, 
the  latter  a  commodity  which  has  now  fallen 
into  disuse,  owing  to  the  introduction  of 
chemical  dyestuffs,  but  which  fifty  years 
ago  was  in  great  demand  all  over  the  world. 

Under  the  parental  roof  of  Mr.  Broek- 
smit spent  his  boyhood  days,  and  the  public 
schools  of  the  neighborhood  afforded  him  his 
early  educational  privileges.  Subsequently 
he  entered  the  French  Institute,  where  he 
studied  engineering,  algebra,  the  higher 
mathematics  and  the  French  language.  His 
business  training  was  received  in  his  father's 
counting  room,  where  he  remained  between 
the  ages  of  eighteen  and  twenty-one  years. 
During  this  time  he  became  attracted  by  the 
reports  which  he  heard  of  the  United  States 
and  the  advantages  here  afforded,  and  re- 
solved to  try  his  fortune  in  the  New  World. 
In  1847  he  sailed  for  New  York,  arriving 
in  the  eastern  metropolis  after  a  voyage  of 
several  weeks,  for  it  was  not  yet  the  era 
of  steam  navigation.  In  his  native  land 
he  had  demonstrated  his  ability  as  a  young 
man  of  excellent  capacity  for  business,  pos- 
'sessing  energy  and  sound  judgment,  and  was 
given  several  letters  of  recommendation; 
but  he  was  unfamiliar  with  the  English 
language  and  it  was  therefore  difficult  to 
obtain  a  situation  where  his  services  would 
prove  of  any  material  value. 

Failing  to  obtain  employment  in  New 
York  he  went  to  Boston  and  secured  a 
situation  in  the  office  of  Thomas  H.  Dixon 
&  Son,  importers  and  ship-owners.  The 
senior  member  of  this  firm  was  Consul  Gen- 
eral of  the  Netherlands  for  the  States  of 
Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire,  Rhode  Is- 
land and  Maine.  He  took  a  personal  inter- 
est in  our  subject,  having  received  a  letter 
from  the  mayor  of  Zierikzee,  urging  him  to 
assist  the  young  man  and  assuring  him  that 


Mr.  Broeksmit  was  worthy  of  any  trust. 
During  the  two  years  that  he  was  with  that 
firm  the  young  man  gained  the  mastery  of 
mercantile  methods  in  America,  and  also 
learned  to  speak,  read  and  write  the  English 
language.  His  next  position  made  him  assist- 
ant bookkeeper  for  the  firm  of  George  W. 
Warren  &  Company,  extensive  dealers  in  dry 
goods,  doing  both  a  wholesale  and  retail 
business.  From  1854  to  1857  he  was  book- 
keeper in  the  Nahant  Hotel  near  Boston, 
and  then  traveled  southward,  his  object  be- 
ing a  desire  to  see  the  country. 

Making  his  way  to  New  Orleans,  Mr. 
Broeksmit  became  chief  clerk  for  Samuel 
Van  Loon,  master  mechanic  of  the  New 
Orleans,  Jackson  &  Great  Northern  Rail- 
road in  Louisiana.  He  occupied  that  posi- 
tion until  the  breaking  out  of  the  civil  war 
in  1 86 1.  It  happened  that  at  that  time  a 
vessel  of  his  own  country  lay  in  port  at  the 
Cresent  City,  the  only  ship  flying  the  colors 
of  that  nation  that  had  entered  the  harbor 
of  New  Orleans  for  twenty-three  years.  It 
was  ready  to  start  on  the  return  trip  to  Hol- 
land, and  Mr.  Broeksmit,  feeling  a  strong 
desire  to  visit  his  native  land,  became  one  of 
its  passengers  and  thirty-two  days  later 
reached  his  old  home. 

In  that  country  Mr.  Broeksmit  continued 
railroad  work,  being  employed  in  various 
capacities  and  stationed  at  various  places, 
including  Breda  and  Zutphen.  After  a  time 
he  secured  a  clerkship  for  the  railroad  com- 
mission, having  in  charge  the  construction 
and  operation  of  the  railroads  in  the  Dutch 
East  Indies,  for  which  he  sailed  and  saw 
service  on  the  Islands  of  Java,  Batavia  and 
Samarang.  Subsequently  he  returned  to  his 
native  land,  where  he  spent  a  part  of  the 
year  1867. 

America,  however,  had  won  his  love  and 
he  determined  to  again  identify  his  interests 
with  this  country.  Accordingly,  in  1868, 
he  once  more  crossed  the  Atlantic  and  made 
his  way  to  Chicago,  where,  through  the  in- 
strumentality of  George  P.  Lee,  treasurer 
of  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern  Railroad 
Company,  he  obtained,  the  appointment  of 
station  agent  at  Cleveland,  Illinois,  where 
large  coal  mines  of  the  company  were  lo- 
cated. Subsequently  he  was  transferred  to 
Coal  Velley,  Illinois,  and  later  became  agent 
of  the  Davenport  &  St.   Paul  Railroad  at 
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Maquoketa,  Iowa.  In  1871  he  was  promoted 
to  the  position  of  assistant  auditor  of  the 
Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  Minnesota  Rail- 
road and  removed  to  Cedar  Rapids,  where 
he  has  since  made  his  home.  Two  years 
later  he  was  appointed  auditor  of  the  same 
road,  and  on  its  reorganization  in  1876,  when 
it  became  known  as  the  Burlington,  Cedar 
Rapids  &  Northern  Railroad,  his  services 
were  retained  in  the  same  capacity.  He  yet 
holds  that  position,  but  his  duties  are  far 
more  extensive  and  important,  owing  to  the 
growth  of  the  road.  His  position  is  a  re- 
sponsible one,  but  he  is  fully  capable  of 
handling  and  managing  its  interests.  That 
he  has  won  and  merited  in  the  fullest  extent 
the  confidence  of  the  railroad  officials  is 
demonstrated  by  his  long  continuance  in  this 
office,  and  his  uniform  courtesy  and  fairness 
to  the  employees  under  him  has  also  gained 
their  genuine  respect. 

Turning  from  the  public  to  private  life 
of  Mr.  Broeksmit,  we  chronicle  the  event  of 
his  marriage,  which  was  celebrated  in  1873, 
the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Laura 
Shaw,  daughter  of  John  Shaw,  of  Maquok- 
eta, Iowa.  She  is  a  member  by  descent  of 
an  old  New  England  family,  members  of 
which  participated  with  distinction  in  the 
Revolutionary  war.  Four  children  have  been 
born  in  their  family — Gertrude,  Eugene, 
Helen  and  John.  By  a  previous  marriage, 
a  son,  W.  F.  Broeksmit,  was  born.  He  is 
at  present  freight  auditor  of  the  Burling- 
ton, Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern  Railroad. 

Mr.  Broeksmit  is  pre-eminently  a  public- 
spirited  citizen,  devoted  to  the  welfare  of  his 
adopted  country  and  to  the  upbuilding  of  his 
community.  He  has  been  an  important  fac- 
tor in  advancing  several  business  enterprises 
in  Cedar  Rapids,  and  is  now  a  director  of 
the  Merchants  National  Bank.  The  cause  of 
education  finds  in  him  a  stalwart  champion, 
and  he  is  treasurer  of  Coe  College,  which 
institution  owes  not  a  little  of  its  advance- 
ment and  success  to  his  well  directed  efforts 
in  its  behalf.  He  r>  a  consistent  member 
and  active  worker  in  the  First  Presbyterian 
church,  and  was  president  of  the  board  of 
trustees  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  As- 
sociation. He  votes  with  the  republican 
party,  and  though  he  has  never  sought  or 
desired  office,  he  takes  an  interest  in  political 
affairs,  as  every  true  American  should  do. 


His  career  has  been  one  of  honorable  meth- 
ods and  while  it  has  won  him  prominence 
and  success,  he  has  gained  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  a  large  circle  of  warm  friends, 
while  he  is  a  man  of  very  genial  and  social 
nature. 


BOWEN,  Daniel  Hampton,  Speaker  of 
the  Iowa  House  of  Representatives,  who  has 
served  in  four  sessions  of  the  legislature  and 
under  the  operation  of  the  Titus  consti- 
tutional amendment  will  have  another  ses- 


sion to  serve,  is  a  native  of  Wisconsin,  born 
in  Decatur,  Green  County,  September  6, 
1850.  The  Bo  wen  family  lived  on  a  farm 
and  were  in  good  circumstances,  so  the 
children  were  well  educated.  Jared  Inger- 
soll  Bowen,  the  Speaker's  father,  was  of 
Welsh  descent  and  was  born  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. His  father  was  a  Welshman  and 
his  mother  was  Scotch-Irish.  Lacy  Ann 
Fleek,  his  wife  the  mother  of  D.  H.  Bowen, 
was  born  in  Virginia  and  her  parents  were 
of  German  descent.  The  boyhood  days  of 
this  future  Iowa  political  leader  were  not 
greatly  different  from  those  of  other  boys 
of  that  time.    He  worked  on  the  farm,  went 
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to  school  in  the  country  and  later  attended 
the  higher  schools  available  in  that  section 
and  taught  school  for  some  time.  When  he 
was  twenty-two  years  old  he  began  the  study 
of  medicine  in  Brodhead,  Wisconsin,  but 
soon  went  to  Rush  Medical  College,  from 
which  institution  he  was  graduated  in  the 
class  of  1876.  He  located  that  spring  in  Alla- 
makee county,  where  he  has  continued  in  the 
practice  ever  since.  He  has  been  highly  suc- 
cessfuV  as  a  practitioner  and  is  widely  known, 
both  professionally  and  politically,  in  his  sec- 
tion of  the  state.  His  practice  has  brought 
him  a  comfortable  income  and  his  prudence 
and  business  sagacity  have  resulted  in  the 
accumulation  of  a  competence.  He  has  al- 
ways been  an  active  working  republican  and 
has  helped  to  fight  the  battles  of  the  party 
in  his  county  for  many  years  when  it  was 
wry  close  and  when  the  county  was  demo- 
cratic. He  was  repeatedly  elected  to  the  leg- 
islature by  safe  majorities  in  Allamakee 
County,  beginning  in  1859.  In  1900  he  was 
elected  Speaker  of  the  House  after  a  very 
severe  contest,  and  in  the  performance  of 
the  duties  of  that  high  office  he  succeeded 
in  satisfying  both  his  friends  and  his  late 
opponents,  who  at  the  close  of  the  session 
were  found  to  be  among  his  most  enthu- 
siastic admirers.  All  sides  united  in  saying 
that  he  had  been,  not  only  thoroughly  com- 
petent, but  absolutely  fair.  Dr.  Bowen  has 
been  honored  by  the  people  of  his  com- 
munity in  many  ways.  He  has  been  coroner, 
mayor  of  Waukon,  his  home  town,  presi- 
dent of  the  school  board,  chairman  of  the 
county  republican  committee,  etc.  He  be- 
longs to  the  Masonic  order  and  the  Knights 
of  Pythias. 

He  was  married  in  February,  1877  to 
Miss  Hettie  Burns  of  Albany,  Wisconsin. 
They  have  two  children,  Albert  Sidney,  born 
July  28,  1879  and  Mary  Charlotte,  born 
August  14,  1885. 


BOLTER,  Lemuel  R.,  attorney  and 
state  Senator,  residing  at  Logan,  is  justly 
entitled  to  notice  in  this  work,  having  been 
pre-eminent  in  both  public  and  private  life 
in  Harrison  County  since  1863.  He  is  a 
man  thoroughly  and  favorably  known,  not 
alone  in   his  own  county,  but  throughout 


the  great  commonwealth  of  Iowa,  and  in 
general  over  the  entire  middle  west,  where 
he  has  lived  and  labored  for  more  than  a 
third  of  a  century.  He  was  born  July  27, 
1834,  in  Richland  County,  Ohio.  The  Bolter 
family  is  of  Scotch  descent  and  traces  its 
history  back  to  Edinboro,  where  Leonard 
Bolter,  Sr.,  was  born  in  1678.  He  emigrated 
with  his  brother  Benjamin  to  America  in 
1 71 5  and  located  on  the  coast  of  Maine, 
where  he  engaged  in  trade  with  the  West 
Indies.  A  son  of  his  was  the  greatgrand- 
father of  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  This 
son  engaged  in  the  West  India  trade,  ship- 


ping hay  to  that  country  and  bringing  back 
fruit.  He  married  Jane  Flood  and  to  them 
were  born  three  sons,  Lemuel,  Benjamin  and 
John.  Lemuel  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  enlisting  when  sixteen  years  of 
age,  and  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  the 
Brandywine.  At  that  time  three  buckshot 
a  musket,  and  the  former  took  effect  in  his 
knee,  where  he  carried  them  to  the  day  of 
his  death.  Over  his  grave  in  Shavehead 
and  one  bullet  were  used  as  the  charge  for 
Cemetery,  Cass  County,  Michigan,  Senator 
Bolter  has  erected  a  fine  monument  bearing 
the  following  inscription,  composed  by  him- 
self: 


Digitized  by 


Google 


144 


PROGRESSIVE    MEN    OF   IOWA. 


"No  drafts  were  made, 

Our  services  were  proffered ; 

No  back  pensions  were  paid, 
No  bounties  were  offered." 

At  the  age  of  one  year,  Lemuel  R.  Bolter 
removed  with  his  parents  to  Cass  County, 
Michigan,  where  he  attended  the  district 
school,  and  later  the  graded  school  of  Mott- 
ville.  He  received  a  thorough  business  edu- 
cation, his  favorite  study  being  mathematics. 
After  leaving  school,  he  taught  one  term, 
then  started  overland  with  an  ox  team  for 
the  gold  fields  of  California.  >  Upon  reach- 
Ragtown  on  the  Carson  river,  his  party  was 
compelled  to  sell  the  team  and  pack  across 
the  mountains.  Mr.  Bolter  was  stricken 
with  mountain  fever  the  first  day  out,  and 
for  two  weelcs  lay  with  naught  but  the 
boughs  of  a  mountain  cedar  to  protect  him 
from  the  elements.  The  main  party  pushed 
on,  but  a  comrade  named  Everhart  remained 
with  him  until  he  had  recovered  sufficiently 
to  proceed  on  the  perilous  journey.  He  se- 
cured employment  as  clerk  in  the  office  of 
the  Wells-Fargo  Express  Company  on  a 
salary  of  $300  per  month,  which  was  later 
advanced  to  $335,  but  resigned  shortly  to 
prospect  for  gold.  Although  not  very  suc- 
cessful in  his  mining  venture,  he  managed 
to  save  enough  money  from  two  years'  cleri- 
cal work  to  buy,  improve  and  stock  a  good 
farm.  In  1854  he  returned  home,  taught 
school  one  winter  and  the  following  year 
commenced  the  study  of  law  with  H.  C. 
Coffenberry,  a  noted  lawyer  of  his  day,  re- 
siding at  Constantine.  After  two  years  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Caroline  J.  Rineheart, 
a  native  of  Michigan,  and  thereafter  until 
1863  divided  his  time  between  teaching  and 
practicing  law.  In  October,  1863  he  removed 
to  a  farm  in  Harrison  County,  where  Jeddo 
had  been  platted,  and  for  seven  years  fol- 
lowed farming  and  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession. Not  unfrequently  would  he  attend 
court  abroad  for  six  weeks,  and  then  return 
to  make  a  full  hand  in  the  harvest  field.  He 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  before  Lsaac  Pen- 
dleton in  1865.  His  legal  business  grew  con- 
stantly until  he  was  compelled  to  devote  his 
entire  time  to  it,  and  in  the  same  was  emin- 
ently successful,  especially  in  his  practice  be- 
fore the  Supreme  Court  of  the  state.  The 
well  known  firm  of  L.   R.  Bolter  &  Sons 


consists  of  himself  and  his  two  sons,  Charles 
R.  and  Carroll  A. 

Not  alone  as  a  financier  and  attorney  has 
Mr.  Bolter  been  a  successful  map,  but  in  the 
role  of  political  worker  he  has  distinguished 
himself,  having  served  more  years  in  the 
General  Assembly,  perhaps,  than  any  other 
man  in  the  state.  He  is  a  staunch  demo- 
crat and  can  always  give  a  reason  for  the 
faith  that  is  in  him.  By  reference  to  the 
political  history  of  Iowa  we  find  that  in  1865 
he  was  elected  to  a  seat  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  from  the  Sixty-third  Dis- 
trict, and  that  he  served  also  in  the  Fifteenth, 
Sixteenth,  Nineteenth  and  Twentieth  ses- 
sions of  that  body.  He  proved  himself  a 
strong  and  unyielding  worker  during  all 
those  years,  and  subsequently  was  elected 
to  the  Senate,  serving  in  the  Twenty-first, 
Twenty-second,  Twenty-third  and  Twenty- 
fourth  General  Assemblies.  In  1876  he  was 
the  democratic  nominee  for  Congress  in  the 
Eighth  District,  and  although  the  district 
had  been  going  republican  by  about  5,000 
majority,  he  ran  ahead  of  his  ticket  in  every 
voting  precinct  except  one.  This  record  has 
probably  never  been  beaten  in  the  annals  of 
American  politics.  In  1885  he  was  appointed 
by  Governor  Sherman  to  represent  the  Ninth 
Congressional  District  in  the  Northwestern 
Waterway  convention,  and  as  president  of 
the  same,  held  in  Kansas  City,  made  a  speech 
which  attracted  wide  attention  at  the  time. 
He  was  made  temporary  speaker  of  the 
House  in  the  Sixteenth  General  Assembly, 
a  compliment  never  before  paid  to  a  demo- 
crat by  a  republican  legislature.  In  1896 
he  was  the  nominee  of  his  party  for  supreme 
judge.  In  1899  he  was  again  elected  to  the 
senate  for  the  term  of  four  years. 

Mrs.  Bolter  died  April  4,  1899  at  her 
home  in  Logan.  She  was  not  quite  sixty 
years  of  age.  She  was  a  true  wife,  a  be- 
loved mother  and  a  noble  woman.  *  She 
and  her  husband  had  lived  together  for  more 
than  forty  years.  No  woman  in  Iowa  had 
more  true  friends,  and  she  had  not  an  enemy 
in  the  world.  The  three  children  had  mar- 
ried and  gone  to  homes  of  tV»°;  *  r 
she  and  her  husband  were  again  keeping 
house  alone  as  they  commenced  in  their 
young  married  life.  The  blow  was  a  heavy 
one  for  the  surviving  husband  to  bear.  In 
his  own  language,  "He  has  a  house,  but  no 
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longer  a  home."  His  condition  of  mind 
can  be  imagined,  but  not  expressed.  Dur- 
ing the  seven  weeks'  illness  of  his  wife  he 
partook  of  but  very  little  nourishment  and 
did  not  average  an  hour's  sleep  out  of  each 
twenty-four.  The  sympathy  of  his  friends 
throughout  the  state  was  extended  to  him  in 
hundreds  of  letters  and  telegrams. 


BURROUGHS,  Samuel  Ellis,  druggist 
and  physician,  now  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  medicine  at  Allison,  was  born  at  Alstead, 


New  Hampshire,  October  19,  1844.  He  is 
the  son  of  Samuel  and  Sarah  Burroughs, 
rural  people  in  good  circumstances.  The 
father's  family  history  goes  back  to  the  early 
settlement  of  Massachusetts,  soon  after  the 
landing  of  the  Pilgrims  at  Plymouth  Rock. 
The  old  English  name  of  the  family  was 
De  Burgh,  of  which  Sir  Hubert  De  Burgh 
was  the  earliest  member  known  to  history. 
The  maternal  ancestors  were  the  Ellis  and 
Craft  families. 

Dr.  Burroughs,  at  the  conclusion  of  a 
complete  academic  course  in  the  East,  came 
to  Iowa,  locating  at  Albion.  This  was  April 


1,  1869.  He  engaged  in  the  drug  business 
at  that  place  under  the  firm  name  of  Bur- 
roughs &  Reynolds,  where  he  remained  for 
five  years,  then  removed  to  San  Francisco, 
California,  where  he  resided  one  year,  going 
thence  to  Oakland  and  embarking  in  the  drug 
business.  At  the  end  of  two  years  he  de- 
termined to  return  to  Iowa,  consequently 
the  first  of  October,  1877  found  him  enroute 
for  Holland,  Grundy  County.  He  purchased 
a  drug  business  upon  his  arrival,  and  in  ad- 
dition conducted  a  general  medical  practice. 
Here  he  remained  for  five  ^ears,  then  re- 
moved to  Allison  and  conducted  a  drug  busi- 
ness and  practice  until  nine  years  ago,  at 
which  time  he  disposed  of  the  drugs  and 
devoted  himself  to  practice.  He  has  in  the 
meantime,  however,  turned  his  attention  to 
the  raising  of  improved  horses,  and  has  at 
the  present  time  some  fifty  head  of  the  finest 
horses  in  the  West  at  Black  Oak  Park,  his 
home  near  Allison.  He  is  not  only  one  of 
the  successful  business  men  Of  his  section, 
but  in  his  profession  is  regarded  as  learned 
and  skillful.  To  this  fact  is  due  the  large 
practice  that  comes  to  him,  and  to  attend 
to  which  requires  all  of  the  time  not  taken 
up  by  affairs  of  business  and  demands  of  his 
home  and  family.  His  knowledge  of  the 
drug  business  was  acquired  at  Rockford, 
Illinois,  under  John  R.  Porter;  his  medical 
studies  until  entering  college  were  pursued 
under  the  preceptorship  of  Dr.  E.  C.  Huse 
of  the  same  city. 

He  belongs  to  the  Masonic  Order  of 
Knights  Templar;  has  served*  as  Recorder 
of  Commandery  Council  and  Chapter  at 
Rockford,  Illinois ;  Master  of  Blue  Lodge  at 
Albion  and  Allison,  Iowa,  and  Senior 
Warden  of  Alcatra  Lodge,  West  Oakland, 
California.  He  affiliates  with  the  demo- 
cratic party,  but  it  not  radical  in  his  political 
belief  nor  offensive  in  advocating  the  same. 

He  was  married  to  Miss  Ada  M.  Hope  in 
Chicago,  November  3,  1870.  She  was  born 
in  Rockford,  Illinois,  March  22,  1848.  Her 
father  was  born  at  Tandrayee,  Ireland,  and 
belongs  to  the  Lord  Hope  family  of  Castle 
Blainey.  Two  children  have  been  born  to 
the  doctor  and  his  excellent  wife,  Paul  Re- 
vier  and  Charles  S.  Burroughs. 
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BROWN,  Dr.  Caleb,  of  Sac  City,  a 
notably  successful  physician,  was  born  in 
Knox  County,  Ohio,  January  27,  1850.  His 
father,  Garrettson  Brown,  a  farmer,  was  a 
native  of  Maryland,  emigrating  in  an  early 
day  to  Ohio  and  then  to  Iowa,  locating  in 
Keokuk  County,  where  he  resided  until  his 
-death.  His  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Ahn  Holland,  was  a  native  of  West  Vir- 
ginia. Dr.  Brown's  education  until  he  was 
twenty  was  obtained  in  the  public  schools, 
with  instruction  in  Latin  from  a  private  tu- 
tor. In  1870  he  became  a  resident  of  Mus- 
catine County,  Iowa.  Here  he  engaged  in 
teaching  in  the  common  schools,  working 
during  vacations  upon  his  father's  farm.  In 
the  following  September  he  entered  the 
classical  department  of  the  Iowa  State  Uni- 
versity, the  six  succeeding  years  being  spent 
in  taking  a  partial  course  in  the  State  Uni- 
versity, teaching  in  the  schools  of  Muscatine 
and  Keokuk  counties  and  studying  medicine. 
In  1877  he  graduated  from  the  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons  at  Keokuk,  locat- 
ing for  the  practice  of  medicine  at  Rose 
Hill,  Iowa,  remaining  there  five  years,  when 
he  removed  to  Sac  City.  For  two  years  Dr. 
Brown  was  professor  of  chemistry,  toxico- 
logy and  miscropy  at  the  College  of  Physi- 
cians and  Surgeons  at  Kepkuk,  lecturing 
during  the  college  season  and  attending  to 
his  practice  the  balance  of  the  year.  From 
the  first  he  took  an  active  nart  in  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Sac  City  Collegiate  In- 
stitute, a  school  conducted  under  the  au- 
spices of  the  Iowa  Baptist  Education  Society, 
having  been  a  member  of  the  board  of 
trustees  from  the  organization  of  the  school. 
He  was  coroner  of  Sac  County  for  ten  years, 
a  member  of  the  City  Council  for  six  years, 
a  member  of  the  board  of  pension  examin- 
ers and  local  surgeon  for  the  Chicago  & 
Northwestern  Railway.  He  belonged  to  the 
Iowa  State  Medical  Society,  American  Elec- 
tro-Therapeutic Association,  International 
Association  of  Railway  Surgeons  and 
American  Medical  Association.  He  was 
prominent  in  Masonry,  having  taken  the  de- 
grees of  the  Blue  Lodge,  Royal  Arch  Chap- 
ter and  Commandery.  Dr.  Brown  was  a 
member  of  the  Episcopal  church.  He  was 
married  November  7,  1884,  to  Elizabeth 
Baxter  of  Sac  City. 


Dr.  Brown  died  June  4,  1899.  I*1  a 
sketch  of  his  life  in  the  Iowa  Medical  Journal 
written  by  Dr.  Z.  Fuller,  a  brother  practi- 
tioner in  Sac  City,  we  find  the  following : 

"Five  weeks  before  his  death  the  doctor 
was  attacked  with  pleuro-pneumonia,  and  his 
vitality  being  a  good  deal  reduced  by  over- 
work, and  his  general  health  having  been 
impaired  during  several  weeks  preceding, 
there  were  apprehensions  as  to  the  result 
from  the  first.  The  attack  proved  to  be  com- 
paratively mild,  however,  and  in  the  second 
week  convalescence  was  established,  and  all 
seemed  well.  Catarrhal  jaundice  had  ac- 
companied the  primary  disease  though,  and 


there  now  supervened  acute  gastritis,  and 
later,  a  few  days  before  the  end,  meningitis, 
death  occurring  June  4,  1899.  Dr.  Brown 
was  a  man  of  marked  ability,  a  close  and 
hard-working  student,  keeping  fully  abreast 
of  the  times  in  his  professional  work ;  a  man 
of  the  strictest  honor  and  integrity,  wide 
interests  in  all  that  is  good  and  right;  a 
gentleman  in  the  best  and  highest  sense  of 
that  term,  such  a  citizen  as  can  be  illy  spared 
by  any  community.  He  had  a  wide  circle  of 
patrons  and  fast  friends,  to  whom  his  death 
is  a  severe  loss.  He  was  successful  both  as 
a  practitioner  and  as  a  business  man." 
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BALLREICH,  Charles  A.,  of  Des 
Moines,  Iowa,  has  laid  for  himself  a  firm 
foundation  in  life  and  is  rearing  thereon  a 
structure  of  more  importance  in  the  world 
than  many  who  have  enjoyed  far  greater 
advantages.  He  has  had  his  own  living  to 
make  since  he  was  a  young  boy,  yet  he  had 
managed  to  fit  himself  for  the  profession  of 
law  so  well  that  when  there  was  a  vacancy 
in  one  of  the  leading  law  firms  of  the  city 
he  was  ready  and  competent  to  step  into  it, 
and  has  maintained  the  reputation  and  busi- 
ness of  the  firm  in  a  creditable  manner. 

Mr.  Ballreich  is  a  native  of  Iowa,  born  in 
Osceola,  Clarke  County,  April  23,  1865.  He 


is  the  son  of  George  Ballreich,  a  stone  cutter 
who  came  from  Germany  in  1845  an(4  settled 
in  Ohio,  removing  to  Osceola,  Iowa,  in 
1859,  where  he  died  in  1882  at  the  age  of 
59.  His  wife,  Christina  Rader,  also  a  native 
of  Germany,  came  to  Ohio  in  1853  an^  there 
met  and  married  Mr.  Ballreich.  She  was 
from  Hesse  and  he  was  from  Prussia.  Their 
ancestors  were  sturdy  German  farmers  and 
manufacturers,  who  bequeathed  to  their 
children  sound  bodies  and  vigorous  minds 
Mrs.  Ballreich  died  at  Osceola,  February  14, 
1898.  Five  sons  and  two  daughters  were 
born  to  them,  all  of  whom  are  living,  except 


one  daughter,  but  none  of  the  old  home  in 
Osceola. 

Charles  A.  attended  the  public  schools  in 
Osceola  at  different  times,  though  he  was 
not  able  to  do  so  continuously.  After  a 
hard  struggle  he  managed  to  save  from  the 
earnings  of  his  own  hands  enough  to  be- 
gin attending  the  Iowa  State  College  of 
Sciences  and  Agriculture  at  Ames.  His  lim- 
ited means  was  not  sufficient  to  carry  him 
through  the  first  year  of  the  college  course, 
but  by  working  in  the  evenings  and 
on  Saturdays  he  was  enabled  to  finish 
the  four  years,  graduating  in  1891  from 
the  literary  and  scientific  course  with 
honors.  While  in  college  he  was  a  member 
of  the  Delta  Tau  Delta  secret  society  and 
represented  the  society  in  its  biennial  con- 
vention in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  in  1891.  About 
this  time  the  college  faculty,  under  the  lead- 
ership of  President  Beardshear,  began  its 
warfare  on  college  fraternities,  and  Mr. 
Ballreich  was  one  of  the  leaders  in  the  sup- 
port of  the  societies.  He  was  instrumental 
in  having  all  the  secret  society  members 
withdraw  from  the  various  literary  societies 
to  which  they  belonged  and  form  one  of 
their  own,  naming  it  the  Philoleuthori  So- 
ciety, which  from  the  time  of  its  organiza- 
tion in  1890,  has  been  the  strongest  literary 
society  in  the  college.  Mr.  Ballreich  was 
its  first  president  and  was  re-eleoted.  He  did 
not  lose  interest  in  the  fratrnity  fight  after 
he  left  school,  but  followed  it  up  and  tested 
the  power  of  the  faculty  in  the  courts.  He 
tried  to  prevent  the  faculty  from  expelling 
students  for  joining  these  fraternities,  and 
began  mandamus  proceedings  to  have  the 
students  that  had  been  expelled  reinstated, 
but  the  courts  held  that  the  college  had  a 
right  to  prohibit  students  from  joining  secret 
societies,  so  this  was  the  end  of  the  "frat" 
controversy  in  the  Iowa  State  College. 

While  in  college  Mr.  Ballreich  won  many 
honors  in  declamation,  in  which  he  gained 
state- wide  fame,  and  in  one  of  the  annual 
oratorical  contests  was  awarded  second 
prize.  As  a  Shakesperian  reader,  especially 
a*  an  impersonator  of  Shylock  and  Mac- 
beth, he  received  the  highest  praise  and  has 
rrtany  times  been  pronounced  the  best 
Shakesperian  reader  in  the  state.  He  is 
known  as  the  best  reader  of  the  Chariot 
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Race  from  Ben  Hur  that  ever  came  to  Des 
Moines,  and  is  frequently  called  upon  to 
give  it  for  the  benefit  of  some  cause.  While 
in  college  his  literary  attainments  were  of 
the  highest  order,  and  in  private  life  he  is 
known  to  be  a  man  of  excellent  literary 
taste. 

After  finishing  his  course  at  Ames,  he  en- 
tered the  law  office  of  Park  &  Odell  and  at 
the  same  time  attended  the  Drake  Univer- 
sity law  school,  from  which  he  graduated 
in  May,  1893.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
ac  the  May  term  of  the  Supreme  Court  the 
same  year,  and  immediately  entered  upon 
the  practice  of  his  profession,  which  he  con- 
ducted alone  until  January,  1897,  at  which 
time  he  formed  a  partnership  with  his  for- 
mer employer,  Mr.  W.  A.  Park.  Mr.  Park 
died  April  2,  1897,  leaving  the  business  in 
Mr.  Ballreich's  hands.  A  partnership  was 
then  formed  with  Mr.  W.  H.  Baily,  a  suc- 
cessful lawyer  of  large  experience,  and  they 
succeeded  to  the  business  and  practice  of  the 
old  firm.  They  have  one  of  the  largest  lists 
of  clients  in  Des  Moines,  and  are  counted 
one  of  the  half  dozen  leading  law  firms  of 
the  city.  The  prospects  of  the  firm  are  as- 
sured. Mr.  Ballreich  is  an  active  man  in 
his  profession,  especially  as  a  trial  lawyer, 
and  probably  tries  more  cases  in  the  district 
courts  than  any  other  lawyer  of  his  age  in 
the  city. 

Mr.  Ballreich  has  always  taken  an  active 
part  in  Polk  county  politics,  beginning  in 
1 89 1  to  make  campaign  speeches,  a  duty  he 
has  faithfully  discharged  to  the  republican 
party  in  every  subsequent  campaign.  He 
has  served  on  the  county  and  city  commit- 
tees of  his  party,  and  was  the  president  of 
the  Young  Men's  Republican  Club  in  its 
best  days,  when  it  was  the  leading  political 
club  in  the  state,  and  conducted  the  debates 
before  the  club  between  members  of  the  leg- 
islature in  1894  on  the  liquor  question.  Mr. 
Ballreich  is  a  member  of  the  Grant  G  \ 
and  was  managing  and  corresponding  sec 
retary  of  the  Iowa  Allison  Club,  which  went 
tc  St.  Louis  in  1896  to  boom  Senator  Alli- 
son for  the  presidential  nomination.  Dur- 
ing the  campaign  of  1896  he  made  many 
speeches  for  the  republican  party  under  state 
and  county  committee  direction.  With  all 
his  political  activity,  Mr.  Ballreich  has  never 


held  office  and  but  once  thought  of  asking 
for  office.  He  was  a  candidate  for  the  re- 
publican nomination  for  the  legislature  in 
1895,  but  another  man  was  nominated,  and 
in  two  years,  when  he  might  have  had  the 
nomination,  concluded  he  did  not  want  it. 
December  5,  1899,  Mr.  Ballreich  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Nellie  Newell,  of  Los  Angeles, 
California.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
Odd  Fellows,  Modern  Woodmen  of  Amer- 
ica and  Elks'  lodges  and  is  Past  Chancellor 
of  Myrtle-Capital  Lodge,  No.  9,  Knights 
of  Pythias  and  member  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  the  state. 


BROWN,  Nicholas  B.  When  one 
passes  from  life's  field  of  activity  to  eternity 
the  world  asks,  what  has  been  his  career? 
What  example  has  he  left  that  is  worthy  of 
emulation?  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
one  of  the  early  pioneers  of  the  state,  having 
located  where  the  city  of  Cedar  Rapids  now 
stands,  in  1840.  He  was  a  native  of  New 
Jersey  and  was  born  in  Sussex  County,  July 
10,  18 14.  Mr.  Brown  was  a  man  of  re- 
markable enterprise  and  possessed  untiring 
energy.    Upon  locating  at  Cedar  Rapids  he 
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and  a  large  demand  for  the  products  which 
saw  the  fine  water  power  of  the  river  unused 
a  good  mill  would  supply.  He  immediately 
commenced  building  a  dam  and  mill  and  in 
1842  had  them  completed  and  the  mill  in 
successful  operation.  While  occupied  with 
these  enterprises  he  did  not  neglect  other, 
opportunities,  but  purchased  a  large  tract  of 
cheap  land  where  the  city  of  Cedar  Rapids 
now  stands.  Land  at  that  time  was  the 
one  thing  of  which  there  was  a  superabund- 
ant supply  and  it  was  accordingly  valued  at 
a  very  low  price.  Time  has,  however,  proved 
the  soundness  of  Mr.  Brown's  judgment  in 
securing  the  land  at  that  time ;  it  is  now  oc- 
cupied by  one  of  the  best  young  cities  in  the 
Mississippi  Valley  and  his  descendants  have 
reaped  the  reward  of  his  foresight. 

From  1842  until  1877  Mr.  Brown  was 
extensively  engaged  in  milling,  manufac- 
turing, merchandising  and  real  estate  busi- 
ness. During  these  years  he  built  the  woolen 
mills,  Brown's  Hotel,  now  the  Arcade,  sev- 
eral business  blocks  and  a  number  of  resi- 
dences. He  took  an  active  interest  in  the 
growth  and  prosperity  of  Cedar  Rapids, 
and  in  all  public  affairs  he  wras  always  for 
the  best  interests  of  his  home  city.  His  suc- 
cess in  business  was  the  result  of  sound, 
well  balanced  judgment  and  foresight,  rather 
than  hazardous  speculations. 

Mr.  Brown  was  not  only  an  enterprising 
and  successful  business  man,  but  he  was  a 
man  of  strict  integrity  and  of  great  moral 
worth.  He  was  a  firm  believer  in  the  tenets 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  was 
at  all  times  a  generous  and  cheerful  con- 
t-ibutor  to  'Is  s  »pp.  rl  lie  was  a  m  »n  who 
never  spoke  unkindly  or  uncharitably  of  any 
one  and  was  a  kind-hearted  and  charitable 
friend  of  the  afflicted.  He  enjoyed  the  full 
confidence  and  respect  of  all  who  knew  him. 
Politically  Mr.  Brown  was  a  democrat  and 
was  at  one  tme  elected  mayor  of  Cedar 
Rapids  'on  that  ticket.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 

Mr.  Brown  was  married  May  8,  1852,  to 
Susan  Emery,  daughter  of  Nathan  and  Cor- 
nelia Broadhead  Emery,  who  were  natives 
of  New  Jersey.  Five  children  were  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown,  three  of  whom  are 
dead.  Those  surviving  are  Nathan  E.  and 
Harry  T.   After  an  active  and  useful  career, 


Nicholas  B.  Brown  departed  from  this  life 
September  16,  1880,  mourned  as  a  kind 
father,  a  loving  husband,  a  warm-hearted, 
generous  friend  and  a  useful  citizen. 


BURNSIDE,  George  W.,  of  Coggon, 
Linn  county,  was  born  in  Otsego  County, 
New  York,  October  13,  1832.  His  parents 
belonged  to  that  sturdy  class  of  pioneers 
who  brought  their  children  up  in  the  path 
of  rectitude  and  honesty,  thus  building  the 
foundation  for  a  good  and  noble  after-life. 
He  received  a  fair  education,  which  was 
greatly  enhanced  by  copious  reading  and 
keen  observation  of  passing  events.  At  the 
age  of  16  he  entered  a  harness  shop  in  Al- 
bany county,  where  he  remained  and  worked 
faithfully  for  three  years,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  he  concluded  to  try  his  fortunes 
in  the  lumber  woods  of  Pennsylvania.  In 
1855  he  fell  in  with  the  tide  of  western 
emigration  and  came  to  McHenry  County, 
Illinois.  He  again  moved  to  Boulder  town- 
ship, Linn  County,  Iowa,  in  1861,  and  en- 
gaged in  farming  until  1879,  when  he  pur- 
chased a  half  interest  in  the  Prairieburg 
creamery,  which  he  satisfactorily  operated 
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until  1 88 1.  Then  he  sold  that  and  purchased 
a  half  interest  in  a  mercantile  business  in 
the  same  town.  Mr.  Burnside  was  ap- 
pointed postmaster  at  Prairieburg  May  22, 
1882.  In  August,  1885,  he  resigned  and 
the  same  year  he  was  elected  sheriff  of  Linn 
county,  which  office  he  held  two  terms.  As 
sheriff,  Mr.  Burnside  made  a  record  of 
which  he  may  justly  feel  proud.  He  went 
out  of  office  without  an  enemy  and  with  no 
litigation  standing  against  him, — a  remark- 
able record.  Mr.  Burnside  has  no  more 
ardent  friends  in  the  county  and  none  who 
would  be  more  happy  to  do  him  a  service 
than  the  very  men  who  were  so  unfortunate 
as  to  be  under  his  custody  when  he  filled 
the  office  of  sheriff. 

In  1892  his  new  store  building  in  Coggon 
was  burned  and  although  $3,000  worth  of 
the  stock  was  saved,  the  loss  was  a  severe 
one  and  he  did  not  rebuild.  The  same  year 
when  the  Coggon  Savings  Bank  was  organ- 
ized, Mr.  Burnside  was  made  president  and 
served  in  that  capacity  for  nearly  three 
years,  and  until  the  two  banks  of  the  town 
were  consolidated.  Mr.  Burnside  belongs  to 
Apollo  Commandery  No.  26,  Knights  Temp- 
lar, of  Cedar  Rapids,  to  Iowa  Consistory 
No.  2,  St.  Andrews  Council,  Bruce  Chapter 
Kilwinning  Lodge,  Consistory,  Cedar  Rap- 
ids, and  also  to  El  Kahir  Temple  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine.  At  his  home  in  Coggon, 
Mr.  Burnside  enjoys  the  confidence  and  es- 
teem of  his  neighbors.  In  appearance  he  is 
a  tall,  well  proportioned  man  whose  mein, 
while  not  haughty,  is  dignified  and  sedate. 
He  is  one  of  those  whole  souled  fellows 
who  enjoys  a  hearty  laugh  and  does  not  feel 
himself  above  any  man.  Wherever  he  is 
known  he  has  hosts  of  .friends. 

He  was  married  December  10,  1857,  to 
Miss  Sarah  A.  McArthur,  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam and  Maria  Burnside  McArthur,  na- 
tives of  Delaware  County,  New  York,  who 
are  now  living  in  Coggon. 


BARTLETT,  Moses  Willi ard,  profes- 
sor of  English  language  and  literature  in 
the  State  Normal  School  at  Cedar  Falls,  is 
one  of  Iowa's  pioneer  educators,  having 
taught  in  the  -state  since  1-857,  an(^  at  the 
Normal  School  ever  since  its  organization 


in  1876.  He  was  bor«i  at  Bath,  Grafton 
Coun.>,  New  Hampshire,  February  26, 
1834,  and  is  the  son  of  Stephen  Noyes  and 
Theodosia  (Child)  Bartlett.  His  father 
was  a  prosperous  farmer,  and  at  one  time 
served  in  the  legislature  of  New  Hampshire. 
He  came  t©  Grinnell,  Iowa,  in  1855,  where 
he  died  in  1879,  aged  76  years.  Mrs.  Bart- 
lett died  at  the  age  of  79  in  1882.  The 
ancestry  of  both  parents  is  of  the  sturdy, 
Puritanic  type.  They  came  to  America  in 
early  colonial  times,  settling  in  Northern 
Massachusetts  and  Southern  New  Hamp- 
shire. Josiah  Bartlett  was  one  of  the  sign- 
ers of  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 

Professor  Bartlett  grew  up  on  a  farm  and 
attended  the  district  school  ur.til  he  was 
about  16,  when  he  entered  Bath  Academy 
three  and  a  half  miles  from  his  home,  walk- 
ing the  distance  morning  and  night.  Here 
he  was  prepared  for  college,  attending  dur- 
ing the  winter  terms  for  three  ,  years.  He 
entered  Dartmouth  College,  at  Hanover,  in 
^S,  graduating  from  the  classical  course 
in  1857  with  the  degree  of  A.  B.  He  re- 
ceived the  honorary  degree  of  A.  M.  from 
Iowa  College  in  1869.  While  in  college  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Zeta  Psi  fraternity. 
He  paid  a  considerable  part  of  his  expenses 
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by  teaching  during  the  three  months'  winter 
vacation,  at  onetime  serving  as  principal  of 
Kinderhook  Academy  in  New  York  state. 
But  he  left  school  several  hundred  dollars 
in  debt,  paying  it. back  within  a  few  years. 
He  came  to  Iowa  in  August,  1857,  and  in 
September  began  work  as  professor  of  Latin 
and  Greek  at  Western  College,  then  situ- 
ated at  Western,  but  now  at.  Toledo.  Here 
he  remained  ten  years,  teaching  at  different 
times  nearly  all  the  studies  in  the  curriculum. 
He  was  acting  president  of  the  school  for 
the  years  1865-7.  I"  1867. he  resigned  and 
went  to  Denmark  Academy,  in  Lee  County, 
where  for  six  years  he  taught  mathematics, 
science  and  language.  In  1873,  Prof. 
Bartlett  went  to  Memphis,  Missouri,  .where 
for  three  years  he  successfully  conducted  a 
private  academy,  but  as  the  climate  did. not 
agree  with  him  he  returned  to  Iowa  in  1876, 
intending  to  take  a  year's  rest  at  Grinnell. 
He  soon  received  a  call,  however,  to  the 
chair  of  mathematics  at  the  State  Normal 
School,  wrhich  was  then  being  established. 
He  accepted  this  offer,  and  has  remained 
there  ever  since,  his  work  being  changed 
from  that  of  mathematics  .to  literature  in 
1886.  He  is  thoroughly  in  love  with  his 
work,  and  asks  for  no  grander  work  than  to 
help  mould  the  character  of  scholarship  of 
Iowa's  teachers.  He  has  never  sought  pub- 
lic honors,  but  in  1885  was  elected  president 
of  the  State  Teachers'  Association. 

The  professor  has  always  voted  with  the 
republican  party,  though  he  has  taken  no 
active  part  in  politics.  He  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  .Congregational  church  for  more 
than  fifty  years, — ever  since  1847.  He  was 
married  July  12,  1859,  to  Julia  Abbott,  of 
Wells  River,  .Vermont.  They  have  had  four 
children,  three  of  whom  are  now  living: 
Elmer  E.,  born  November  3,  1862,  now  a 
hank  clerk  at  Cedar  Falls;  William  A.,  born 
September  2j,  1864,  now  principal  of  the 
high  school  at  Winona,  Minnesota;  and 
Mar>'  E.,  born  September  5,  1872,  now  the 
wife  of  Mr.  Austin  Burt  of  Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin.  All  three  children  are  graduates 
of  Iowa  College,  at  Grinnell.  Elmer  has 
taken  the  degree  of  A.  M.  at  Michigan  Uni- 
versity, and  William  has  done  post  gradu- 
ate work  at  Harvard  University. 


BEVER,  James  Lorenzo,  president  of 
the  Citizens'  National  Bank  of  Cedar  Rap- 
ids, has  long  been  prominently  identified 
with  the  business  interests  of  that  progres- 
sive city.  His  father,  Sampson  C.  Bever, 
was  one  of  the  most  notable  business  suc- 
cesses of  the  west.  He  came  to  Cedar  Rap-, 
ids  in  1852  from  his  native  state,  Ohio,, 
bringing  with  him  his  wife  and  seven  chil- 
dren. James  was  the  eldest  son.  Mr.  Bever 
devoted  a  few  years  to  improving  his  prop- 
erty and  in  1855  opened  a  general  merchan- 
dise store  in  Cedar  Rapids,  which  he  suc- 
cessfully conducted  for  about  five  years.  He 
then  sold  his  store  and  began  his  career  as 
a  builder  of  railroads,  which  was  in  every 
way  successful.  He  was  a  director  and 
largely  interested  in  the  building  of  the 
Chicago,  Iowa  &  Nebraska  Railway,  since 
merged  into  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern. 
In  1862,  in  company  with  his  son,  James 
L.,  he  organized  the  private  bank  of  S.  C. 
Bever  &  Son,  which  was  afterwards  reor- 
ganized as  the  City  National  Bank.  He  was 
also  largely  interested  in  other  financial  in- 
stitutions in  Cedar  Rapids  and  elsewhere. 
He  died  in    1893,  having  lived  an  active,. 
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honorable  and  successful  life.  His  wife  was 
Mary  Blythe,  a  native  of  Fayette  County, 
Pennsylvania. 

James  L.  Bever  was  born  in  Coshocton, 
Ohio,  March  4,  1838.     He  attended  public 
schools   there   until    the   family   moved   to 
Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa.     Here  he  entered  the 
private  school  of  the  Rev.  Williston  Jones, 
pastor  of  the   Presbyterian  church.     This 
school  has  grown  to  be  the  now  prosperous 
Coe  College.     In  1855  James  was  sent  by 
his   parents   to   Kenyon    College   in   Ohio, 
where  he  spent  two  years.     Being  impatient 
to  begin  a  business  career  he  left  college 
and  took  a  place  in  his  father's  store.     This 
did  not  satisfy  him  and  he  entered  the  bank 
of  Greene,  Merritt  &  Co.,  in  Cedar  Rapids, 
where  he  remained  until  they  went  out  of 
business  in  1862,  when. the  private  bank  of 
S.  C.  Bever  &  Son  was  organized.    In  1864 
this  was  converted  into  the  City  National 
Bank  of  Cedar  Rapids  with  S.  C.  Bever  as 
president,   James    L.    Bever   cashier.     The 
bank    continued    business    for    twenty-nine 
years    without    a    change    of    the    officers. 
Upon  the  death   of   S.   C.    Bever  in    1893 
James  L.  Bever  was  elected  president  and 
his  brother,  George  W.   Bever,  was  made 
vce  president  and  John  B.  Bever  cashier. 
This  bank  went  into  voluntary  liquidation  in 
March,    1898.   and   the   Citizens'    National 
Bank  was  organized  to  take  its  place.  James 
L.    Bever  is  largely  interested  in  financial 
institutions  in  Cedar  Rapids.     He  was  one 
of  the  incorporators  of  the  following  com- 
panies, in  which  he  holds  offices  as  indi- 
cated: President  of  the  Citizens'   National 
Bank,   Director  of  the  American  Trust  & 
Savings  Bank  and  of  the  Cedar  Rapids  Sav- 
ings   Bank,    Vice    President   of   the   Cedar 
Rapids  Water  Co..  and  of  the  Cedar  Rapids 
Electric  Light  &  Power  Company  and  Pres- 
ident  of   the   Bever   Land    Company.     Al- 
though  Mr.   Bever  has  always  been  a  re- 
publican he  has  had  no  political  ambitions. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Occidental  Club 
and  is  treasurer  of  the  Apollo  Commandry, 
Knights  Templar.     On  his   father's  death 
lames  L.  Bever  was  made  senior  warden  of 
'trace  Episcopal  church  of  Cedar   Rapids, 
and    is   treasurer  of   the    Iowa   Episcopate 
fund.     He  married  Lavinia  Rathbone  Silli- 
man.    in    Christ    church.    Rochester,    New 
York.     Thev    have    four    children:    Marv. 


Louis  Rathbone,  James  Lorenzo,  Jr.,  and 
Pauline  Lavinia.  Mrs.  Bever  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Rev.  Harvey  Silliman,  who  was  a 
cousin  of  Professor  Benjamin  Silliman  of 
Yale  College. 


BUTLER,  William,  of  Clarinda,  is  well 
known  to  the  citizens  of  Southwestern  Iowa 
for  the  active  part  he  has  taken  in  ad- 
vancing the  interests  of  that  region.  The 
Butler  family  is  of  English  descent  and  has 
been  prominent  both  in  England  and  Amer- 


ica. Mr.  Butler's  grandfather,  Beale  But- 
ler, removed  from  Georgia  to  Wayne 
County,  Indiana,  in  1806.  His  was  the  first 
white  family  to  make  a  home  on  the  west 
side  of  the  Whitewater  river.  He  married 
Mary  Carter.  Samuel  Butler,  the  father  of 
William,  was  born  in  Georgia  in  1793,  and 
was  13  years  old  when  the  family  moved 
to  Indiana.  He  was  brought  up  on  the 
frontier  farm  in  the  wilds  of  Wayne  county 
and  when  grown  to  manhood,  he  married 
Mary  Davenport,  daughter  of  Jesse  and 
Rebecca  Hoover  Davenport,  whose  family 
were  of  Quaker  ancestry.  Her  father  was 
a  native  of  North  Carolina.  Mr.  Butler 
was  the  sixth  child   in   a   family  of  eight 
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children,  and  was  born  in  Wayne  County, 
Indiana,  September  13,  1827.  In  the  spring 
,  of  1843  his  father  removed  to  Whitley 
County,  Indiana,  then  a  great  wilderness, 
and  occupied  by  the  Indians.  Here  he  be- 
came a  pioneer  and  undertook  the  hard  task 
of  clearing  and  improving  a  farm  in  the 
forest.  Probably  no  part  of  the  Union  was 
settled  under  greater  difficulties  than  the 
"Hoosier  State."  Amid  these  frontier 
scenes  and  surrounded  by  the  wilds  of  an 
undeveloped  country,  William  Butler  grew 
to  manhood.  His  first  and  most  lasting  les- 
sons were  taught  by  the  greatest  of  teach- 
ers, experience.  With  him  as  with  many 
others  who  have  overcome  every  obstacle 
and  made  a  success  of  life,  it  would  seem 
that  the  rough  labor  performed  and  hard- 
ships endured  served  only  to  build  up  and 
strengthen  his  character.  At  the  early  age 
of  16  he  returned  to  Wayne  County  and 
started  out  for  himself  by  engaging  in  team- 
ing. After  the  third  year  he?  in  company 
with  a  brother,  rented  a  farm  which  they 
cultivated  for  two  years.  He  was  married 
February  2,  1851,  to  Miss  Margaret  Mc- 
Cowen,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  a 
daughter  of  William  McCowen.  Soon  after 
his  marriage  Mr.  Butler  removed  to  Whitley 
County,  Indiana,  where  he  rented  land  and 
farmed  until  the  winter  of  1855,  when  he 
removed  overland  to  Henry  County,  Iowa. 
During  this  trip  he  stood  on  the  banks  of 
the  Mississippi  river  and  watched  the  first 
railway  locomotive  that  crossed  that  river 
into  Iowa  at  Burlington.  After  reaching 
Henry  County  he  occupied  a  rented  farm 
near  New  London  for  one  year  and  in  April, 
1856,  moved  to  Page  County.  With  the 
history  of  this  county  he  has  been  closely 
identified  and  has  assisted  in  making  it  in 
many  respects  one  of  the  banner  counties 
of  Iowa.  He  pre-empted  a  quarter  section 
of  land  in  Harlan  township,  improved  it  and 
continued  farming  until  1865.  After  the 
autumn  of  1861  he  was  engaged  in  buying 
and  selling  live  stock.  In  1865  he  purchased 
the  305  acres  on  which  now  stands  the  state 
hospital  for  the  insane.  He  became  an  ex- 
tensive dealer  in  grain  and  in  1871  erected 
the  first  grain  elevator  in  Clarinda.  During 
the  years  from  1876  to  1882,  he  was  asso- 
ciated with  a  brother  under  the  firm  name 
of  Butler  Bros.  In  1879  and  1880  the  firm 
12 


shipped  1,700  carloads  of  stock.  Mr.  But- 
ler was  a  member  of  a  syndicate  that 
handled  over  2,000,000  bushels  of  grain. 
Like  nearly  all  the  successful  business  men 
of  today  who  have  made  fortunes,  Mr.  But- 
ler has  sometimes  taken  risks,  but  he  has 
accumulated  a  handsome  competence,  which 
he  uses  with  a  liberal  hand.  He  contributes 
liberally  to  every  good  cause,  both  public 
and  private. 

Mr.  Butler  is  a  republican,  aggressive 
and  always  reliable  as  a  supporter  of  Amer- 
ican institutions.  In  the  Fremont  campaign 
of  1856  he  was  an  active  worker  and  came 
within  three  votes  of  carrying  his  county. 
By  reason  of  his  honorable,  fair-minded 
course  in  political  matters,  he  has  the  respect 
and  good  will  of  both  parties.  During  the 
war  and  several  years  afterwards  he  was  a 
member  of  the  county  board  of  supervisors 
and  in  1869  was  elected  to  represent  his  dis- 
trict in  the  Iowa  legislature.  He  was  re- 
elected for  the  next  term,  was  made  chair- 
man of  the  appropriations  committee  and 
was  active  in  starting  the  movement  which 
secured  the  magnificent  capitol  building  for 
the  state.  In  1883  and  1885  Mr.  Butler 
was  again  elected  to  the  legislature  and  dur- 
ing this  time  secured  the  location  of  the 
Hospital  for  the  Insane  at  Clarinda. 

In  February,  1885,  Mr.  Butler  was 
awarded  the  contract  for  building  the  splen- 
did court  house,  which  is  a  credit  to  Clarinda 
and  Page  County.  From  the  foundation  to 
the  dome  he  gave  the  work  special  personal 
attention  and  it  is  a  solid  monument  of  the 
work  so  faithfully  performed. 

Mr.  Butter  is  still  in  active  business, 
owner  and  proprietor  of  the  Palace  Livery 
barn,  and  in  connection  with  it  is  extensively 
breeding  light  harness  horses  of  the  Wilkes 
family,  with  many  other  crosses  bred  in  the 
purple.  He  owns  an  interest  in  the  only  ele- 
vator at  Clarinda  and  gives  the  business  an 
oversight. 

Mr.  Butler  is  an  honored  member  of  the 
various  divisions  of  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
and  is  now  in  the  thirty-second  degree  of 
that  order.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Knights 
of  Pythias  and  the  Odd  Fellows. 

Mr.  Butler's  first  wife  died  July  8,  1871. 
He  was  again  married  March  5,  1873,  t0 
Miss  Eleanor  D.  McCartey,  a  native  of 
Ohio  and  daughter  of  Russell  G.  and  Delia 
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Kent  McCartey.  She  was  born  in  Geauga 
County,  Ohio,  and  educated  at  the  well 
known  Oberlin  College.  They  have  one 
child,  Eleanore  McCartey  Butler,  born 
August  26,  1875,  at  Denver,  Colorado. 


BROCK,  George  Griffith,  a  practicing 
dentist  of  Sheldon,  is  descended  from  one 
of  the  old  Revolutionary  families  and  was 
born  in  Geddes,  Michigan,  January  2,  1865. 
His  father  was  C.  L.  Brock  and  his  mother's 


maiden  name  was  Marion  Morrison.  The 
great-grandfather  of  George  G.  on  his  fath- 
er's s:de  was  a  veteran  in  the  Revolutionary 
War  and  was  one  of  those  chosen  to  escort 
Lafayette  back  to  France.  George  G.  re- 
ceived his  elementary  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  and  took  two  courses  in  the 
dental  department^  of  the  State  University, 
but  completed  his  professional  studies  in  the 
Kansas  City  Dental  College  in  Kansas  City, 
Missouri,  graduating  March  31,  1896.  He 
at  once  located  in  Sheldon,  where  he  enjoys 
a  successful  practice.  Dr.  Brock  was  a  re- 
publican up  to  the  campaign  of  1896,  when 
he  supported  William  J.  Bryan  for  the  pres- 
idency on  the  free  silver  issue.  He  is  not 
a  church  member  and  is  unmarned. 


BECKER,  Dr.  Fred  J.,  of  Postville,  was 
born  in  Fayette  County,  September  18,  1863, 
and  now  holds  the  responsible  position  of 
assistant  to  the  professor  of  surgery  in  the 
homeopathic  medical  department  of  the 
State  University.  He  is  a  son  of  the  well 
known  Dr.  Frederick  Becker  of  Clermont, 
and  his  wife,  Sophia  Miller  Becker.  Dr. 
Becker  Sr.  emigrated  to  America* from  Ger- 
many in  1853,  coming  alone,  although  he 
was  only  14  years  of  age.  By  industry  and 
application  he  educated  himself  in  medicine, 
and   has  been  a  resident  of  the  state  for 


more  than  forty  years.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  State  Board  of  Health  from  1888  to 
1896.  His  wife  came  to  America  from  Ger- 
many with  her  brother  in  1857  at  the  age  of 
18,  and  was  a  resident  of  the  state  from 
that  time  until  her  death  in  1896.  They 
had  three  sons,  all  living,  of  whom  Dr.  Fred 
I.  Becker  is  the  youngest.  He  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools  of  Clermont  and  in  the 
homeopathic  medical  department  of  the  State 
University  of  Iowa,  where  he  entered  at 
the  age  of  18  and  graduated  three  years 
later  in  the  class  of  '86.  He  then  took  a 
post  graduate  course  in  the  Hahnemann 
Medical  College  of  Philadelphia  and  grad- 
uated in  the  class  of  '87.  After  graduation 
he  spent  three  years  in  practice  with  his 
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father  in  Clermont  and  in  1890  moved  to 
Postville,  where  he  has  since  been  in  prac- 
tice and  has  met  with  good  success.  In 
1895  he  was  appointed  by  the  board  of  re- 
gents as  assistant  to  the  professor  of  surgery, 
as  previously  stated.  He  has  always  been  a 
republican  and  is  a  member  of  the  repub- 
lican county  committee.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  American  Institute  of  Homeopathy 
and  the  Hahnemann  Medical  Association  of 
Iowa.  He  is  a  Past  Chancellor  in  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Congregational  church.  He  was  married  in 
June,  1888,  to  Lola  M.  Sala,  of  Keokuk. 
They  have  had  two  children,  both  of  whom 
died  in  infancy. , 


BRADT,  James  Hinton,  a  resident  of 
Rockwell  City,  is  a  truly  representative  citi- 
zen of  that  growing  young  empire,  North- 
western Iowa.  His  father,  James  Bradt,  and 
his  mother,  Abby  Ann  Vanderhoof  Bradt, 
wrere  descendants  of  the  vigorous  Holland- 
ers who  colonized  a  portion  of  New  York, 
and  although  the  ancestry  became  •thor- 
oughly Americanized  by  the  residence  of 
successive  generations  in  this  country,  it  lost 
none  of  that  indomitable  energy  that  made 
the  Holland  Dutch  a  mighty  factor  in  the  in- 
dependence of  the  new  world.  James  Bradt, 
Sr.,  was  a  New  York  farmer  whose  sturdy 
honesty  of  character  and  honorable  life 
made  his  influence  a  blessing  to  all  who  came 
in  contact  with  it.  James  Hinton  Bradt  was 
born  in  Deerfield,  New  York,  November  29. 
1847,  and  received  his  education  in  that 
state.  At  the  age  of  23  he  came  to  Calhoun 
County  and  has  since  resided  there.  After 
he  had  tilled  the  soil  for  ten  years  the  re- 
publicans elected  him  county  recorder,  which 
office  he  filled  for  four  years,  and  then  he 
engaged  in  the  real  estate  business.  He  is 
now  senior  member  in  the  firm  of  Bradt  & 
Allison,  one  of  the  leading  real  estate  and 
abstract  firms  of  Northwestern  Iowa. 

As  a  pioneer  settler  of  Calhoun  County 
Mr.  Bradt  became  prominently  identified 
with  every  movement  for  its  improvement 
and  advancement,  and  has  always  been  re- 
garded as  one  of  its  foremost  citizens.  As 
a  business  man  he  has  had  marked  success, 
accumulating  a  comfortable  fortune  by  his 


own  efforts.  He  has,  in  a  large  measure, 
the  vigor  and  industry  of  his  ancestry,  com- 
bined with  his  own  American  keenness  and 
common  sense.  He  takes  a  lively  interest  in 
public  matters,  especially  movements  in 
commercial  affairs  that  will  be  a  benefit  to 
the  community  or  state.  In  politics  he  is 
an  ardent  republican  and  in  1896  was  alter- 
nate delegate  from  the  Tenth  Iowa  district 
to  the  national  republican  convention.  He 
is  well  posted  in  state  and  national  politics 
and  has  long  been  known  as  one  of  the  po- 
litical leaders  of  the  section  in  which  he  re- 
sides. He  is  one  of  the  most  public-spirited 
citizens  of  his  town  and  has  devoted  much 
time  and  money  to  the  upbuilding  of  Rock- 
well City.  He  has  given  a  number  of  years 
of-  service  as  mayor,  member  of  the  city 
council  and  of  the  school  board,  and  in  po- 
litical and  practical  affairs  his  good  judg- 
ment and  unlimited  energy  have  been  of 
great  value  to  his  fellow  citizens.  His  per- 
sonal character  is  such  as  to  inspire  confi- 
dence in  his  leadership,  and  thus  he  has  be- 
come one  of  the  most  useful  citizens  of  the 
community. 

Mr.  Bradt  is  a  Mason,  a  member  of  Twin 
Lakes  Lodge  No.  478,  Rockwell  City;  Cy- 
press   Chapter   No.    99,    Lake   City;    Rose 
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Croix  Commandry  No.  38,  Sac  City;  El 
Kahir  Temple,  Cedar  Rapids,  and  has  served 
as  S.  D.  warden  and  master  in  Blue  Lodge, 
A.  F.  and  A.  M.  He  is  also  a  member  of 
Forest  Lodge  No.  238,  A.  O.  U.  W.,  Rock- 
well City. 

He  was  married  December  16,  1878,  to 
Xate  Sanford.  They  have  four  children: 
Bertha  E.,  born  January  20,  1880;  Estella 
J.,  born  October  28,  1881 ;  Lois  G.,  born 
.September  23,  1883;  and  Sylvia  L.,  born 
July  31,  1885. 


BIRDSALL,  Benjamin  P.,  formerly 
judge  of  the  Eleventh  judicial  district,  is  a 
native  of  Wisconsin,  being  born  at  Weyam- 
wega,  Wapaca  County,  October  26, 1858.  He 
is  the  son  of  Benjamin  Birdsall  and  Ann 
Hyde  (Birdsall),  who  were  early  settlers  of 
northern  Wisconsin,  where  Mr.  Birdsall,  Sr., 
was  engaged  for  a  number  of  years  in  the 
lumbering  business.  He  afterwards  removed 
to  Iowa,  engaging  first  in  the  business  of 
farming,  which  he  followed  for  a  number  of 
years,  but  subsequently  became  a  banker. 
Judge  Birdsall  came  to  Iowa  with  his  par- 
ents in  the  spring  of   1870  and  settled  at 


Alden,  Hardin  County.  His  early  educa- 
tion was  gained  in  the  common  schools  of 
Wisconsin  and  Iowa,  rounded  out  by  a 
course  at  the  University  of  Iowa.  He  se- 
lected the  law  as  his  profession  and  began 
its  study  under  Hon.  C.  N.  Nagle  in  that 
gentleman's  office  at  Alden,  and  in  March, 
1878,  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  In  Decem- 
ber, 1884,  he  removed  to  Clarion  and  there 
formed  a  partnership  with  C.  N.  Nagle,  un- 
der the  firm  name  of  Nagle  &  Birdsall. 
Their  practice  grew  and  became  extensive. 
Judge  BirdsalKs  ability  in  the  profession  won 
for  him  a  large  clientage  and  wide  acquaint- 
ance throughout  Central  Iowa.  In  1893  the 
republicans  of  the  district  recognized  the 
marked  ability  and  integrity  of  their  es- 
teemed fellow  citizen  by  nominating  him  for 
judge,  to  which  office  he  was  elected  in  No- 
vember of  that  year.  He  served  five  years 
and  was  again  renominated  in  1898.  In 
1900  Judge  Birdsall  resigned  from  the  bench 
and  returned  to  practice.  Judge  Birdsall  has 
been  a  Republican  first,  last  and  all  the  time. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Triune  Command- 
ery,  Knights  Templar,  of  Webster  City. 


BOURQUIN,  Eugene,  president  of  the 
bank  at  New  Hartford,  and  one  of  the  lead- 
ing business  men  of  that  place,  is  a  native 
of  France.  His  father,  John  Peter  Bour- 
quin,  was  a  prosperous  farmer  and  merchant, 
who  received  an  appointment  from  the  gov- 
ernment of  France  as  a  dealer  in  tobacco, 
which  he  held  for  four  years.  The  mother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Elizabeth  Roy, 
possessed  the  typical  French  characteristics 
of  industry  and  thrift;  and  by  the  skillful 
management  of  both  parents,  the  family  al- 
ways lived  in  comfortable  circumstances. 

E.  Bourquin  was  born  May  8,  1832,  at 
Desandans  in  the  Department  of  Doubs, 
France.  His  education  was  obtained  partly 
at  home,  and  partly  at  the  College  of  Mont- 
beliard,  a  first-class  institution  of  learning 
managed  by  the  Lutheran  church,  and  situ- 
ated not  far  from  his  native  town.  He  be- 
gan life  in  the  business  world  by  clerking 
in  a  general  store  in  France,  where  he  re- 
mained four  years,  receiving  excellent  train- 
ing in  the  conduct  of  a  mercantile  estab- 
lishment.    He  came  to  Americi  in  1854,  at 

Digitized  by  LiOOQ IC 


PROGRESSIVE    MEN    OF    IOWA. 


157 


the  age  of  22y  and  located  at  Dubuque,  Iowa, 
where  for  four  years  he  was  engaged  in  the 
grocery  business.  In  the  fall  of  i860  he 
commenced  business  for  himself  in  a  small 
grocery  store  at  New  Hartford,  with  a  very 
limited  capital ;  but  by  industry  and  frugal- 
ity, coupled  with  native  capacity  for  business, 
he  has  succeeded  in  greatly  increasing  his 
facilities  for  making  money,  and  enjoys  a 
very  liberal  patronage  from  the  town  and 
surrounding  country.  For  ten  years — fr  : 
1883  to  1893 — he  was  in  partnership  with 
his  eldest  son,  Alfred.  In  1889,  in  company 
with  E.  Bellows,  F.  W.  Poulger  and  J.  A. 
Cousins,  they  organized  the  bank  at  New 
Hartford.  Mr.  Bellows  retired,  and 
the  business  is  now  conducted  by  the  other 
partners  under  the  firm  name  of  E.  Bourquin 
&  Company,  with  Mr.  Bourpuin  as  presi- 
dent, Mr.  Cousins  as  vice  president  and  Mr. 
Poulger  as  cashier. 

Mr.  Bourquin  has  always  been  a  repub- 
lican, and  was  for  about  eighteen  years  post- 
master at  New  Hartford.  He  is  a  member 
cf  the  Baptist  church.  He  was  married  Jan- 
uary, 1859,  in  Dubuque  County,  to  Jose- 
phine Jardee.  They  have  four  children :  Al- 
fred E.,  born  in  1859;  Lucien,  born  in  1861 ; 
Julia,  born  in  1866,  and  Louis,  born  in  1867. 


BROWER,  George  Lloyd,  the  son  of 
David  D.  Brower  and  Abigal  Morehouse, 
was  born  at  Jackson,  Michigan,  December 
14,  1850.  The  elder  Brower  was  a  farmer, 
who  left  Oswego  County,  New  York,  where 
he  was  born,  shortly  after  his  marriage,  and 
settled  on  a  farm  in  Jackson  County,  Mich. 
He  is  still  living,  at  the  advanced  age  of  90, 
at  Stockbridge,  Michigan.  The  mother  died 
when  young  George  was  7  years  old.  At 
the  age  of  16,  being  a  bright  ambitious  lad, 
with  a  desire  to  make  a  place  for  himself  in 
the  world,  he  started  for  the  west.  He  took 
the  Illinois  Central  to  its  western  terminus, 
which  in  1866  was  Iowa  Falls.  Here  he 
stopped  and  looked  about  him  for  work. 
He  obtained  a  situation  as  clerk  in  Wilde 
and  Bliss'  dry  goods  store,  where  he  re- 
mained three  years.  He  had  had  common 
school  advantages  in  Michigan,  and  now, 
feeling  a  desire  for  further  improvement,  he 
took    his    savings    and    went    to    Dubuque, 


where  he  entered  Prof.  Baylies'  Commer- 
cial College.  He  finished  the  course  in  six 
months  and  then,  at  the  urgent  solicitation 
of  Prof.  Baylies,  he  accepted  the  position  of 
teacher  of  bookkeeping  and  penmanship  in 
the  college,  and  taught  for  three  years. 

In  1872  he  arranged  to  go  on  the  road  as 
traveling  salesman  for  John  Bell  &  Co., 
wholesale  dry  goods  merchants  of  Dubuque, 
and  spent  seven  years  in  this  business,  travel- 
ing in  the  northern  half  of  Iowa  and  the 
southern  half  of  Minnesota. 

In  the  winter  of  1878-9  he  located  at 
Fonda  and  opened  a  general  store,  investing 
his  earnings,  $3,000,  in  the  stock  and  fix- 
tures. The  following  year  he  opened  a 
creamery  in  connection  with  his  other  busi- 
ness, the  first  one  to  be  started  in  the  north- 
west part  of  the  state.  After  five  years  in 
Fonda,  he  sold  out  his  interests  there  and 
removed  to  Rockwell  City,  in  March,  1884. 
He  bought  a  lumber  yard,  and  a  set  of  ab- 
stract books,  and  opened  a  real  estate,  ab- 
stract and  loan  business.  In  October,  1889, 
he  organized  the  Security  Bank,  of  which 
he  is  sole  owner  and  president.  It  is  the 
leading  bank  of  Rockwell  City. 

Mr.  Brower  was  one  of  the  organizers 
and  directors  of  the  Bankers'  State  Bank,  of 
Des  Moines,  to  which  city  he  removed  in 
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1891,  though  still  remaining  in  active  busi- 
ness in  Rockwell  City. 

Since  beginning  the  real  estate  business 
in  1884,  he  has  located  many  scores  of  set- 
tlers on  Calhoun  and  Pocahontas  County 
farms.  In  the  last  five  years  he  has  ex- 
tended this  business  to  the  grand  prairies  of 
Arkansas.  He  purchased  10,000  acres  there 
and  has  located  over  100  families  in  that 
beautiful  country. 

Mr.  Brower  is  a  republican,  warmly  in- 
terested in  the  success  of  his  party,  but  his 
tastes  lying  altogether  in  the  line  of  bus- 
iness, he  has  always  refused  to  run  for  any 
.-flFice,  though  several  times  urged  to  do  so. 
He  is  a  32nd  degree  Mason,  a  member  of 
Des  Moines  Consistory,  and  of  Temple  Com- 
mandery  No.  4;  also  a  member  of  Myrtle 
Lodge,  K.  of  P.,  of  Rockwell  City. 

December  30,  1876,  Mr.  Brower  was 
married  to  Miss  Ella  J.  Busby,  of  Dubuque. 
To  them  have  been  born  five  children,  only 
two  of  whom  are  living,  Aileen,  aged  19, 
and  Imogen,  aged  15.  The  elder  daughter, 
Miss  Aileen,  has  developed  a  remarkable 
soprano  voice  of  phenomenal  quality  and 
volume,  which  is  receiving  the  best  of  train- 
ing. She  went  abroad  in  1898  to  study 
with  a  view  to  grand  opera.  In  1897 
Mr.  Brower  left  Des  Moines  for  Chicago, 
where  he  located  his  family  at  Forty-seventh 
Street  and  Kenwood  Avenue.  They  will 
remain  in  Chicago  during  the  education  of 
the  daughters,  who  are  attending  Kenwood 
Institute ;  thereafter,  he  expects  to  return  to 
Des  Moines,  and  make  his  permanent  home 
there. 

He  is  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Iowa,  a  man 
who,  unaided,  has  accumulated  a  large  for- 
tune, through  his  native  executive  ability, 
and  shrewd  financial  good  sense. 

Mr.  Brower  bought,  in  January,  1901,  of 
Rockwell  &  Hubbell,  the  founders  of  the 
town,  all  the  unsold  town  lots  in  Rockwell 
City  and  about  1,200  acres  of  land  adjoin- 
ing the  town.  The  consideration  was  about 
$100,000.  This  de;il  was  regarded  as  a  very 
fortunate  one  for  the  town,  insuring  greater 
activity  and  improvement. 

On  April  4,  1900,  Mr.  Brower  sailed  from 
Mew  Y'»rk  on  the  steamship  "St.  Paul"  for 
Paris,  where  he  joined  his  wife  and  two 
daughters,  who  had  been  in  Paris  since  Au- 


gust, 1899.  They  visited  the  Paris  exposi- 
tion and  traveled  in  various  parts  of  Europe 
during  the  summer  and  autumn. 


BUSBY,  Isaac  Newton,  M.  D.,  the  well 
known  physician  and  former  minister  of 
Brooklyn,  was  born  near  Perrysville,  Ohio, 
June  2,  1840,  on  a  farm  of  120  acres  owned 
by  his  father.  He  is  the  son  of  John  W.  and 
Anna  Merriman  Busby.  The  father  was  of 
Scotch  descent  and  one  of  the  early  members 
of  the  family  was  a  prominent  physician  of 
Scotland.  The  mother's  family  were  early 
settlers  of  Maryland,  having  come  to  this 
country  from  England  prior  to  the  time  of 
the  Revolution.  History  states  that  Mrs. 
John  Busby,  whose  maiden  name  was  \Vis- 
ner,  was  a  daughter  of  a  member  of  the 
staff  of  General  Washington. 

Isaac  N.  Busby,  at  the  close  of  his  district 
school  days,  entered  McCoy's  Academy  at 
Carrollton.  This  was  in  i860.  He  had 
earned  the  money  with  which  to  go  through 
college  by  teaching  school,  and  at  the  same 
time  had  studied  medicine  under  the  tutor- 
age of  Drs.  A.  J.  Busby  and  Alexander 
Scott  of  Hagerstown.  In  1861  he  volun- 
teered in  Company  A,  Eightieth  Ohio  In- 
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fantry,  in  which  he  served  for  three  years. 
In  1862  he  was  detailed  as  hospital  steward 
in  Pioneer  Corps,  Seventh  Division,  Seven- 
teenth Army  Corps.  After  the  fall  of  Vicks- 
burg  the  Division  took  the  place  of  the  Third 
Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps.  During 
most  of  the  two  years  he  had  entire  charge 
of  the  medical  department  of  the  last  named 
organization.  He  was  mustered  out  of  the 
service  in  Georgia  shortly  before  Sherman 
left  Atlanta.  He  had  papers  from  the  med- 
ical officers  of  h:'s  division  recommending 
him  to  the  medical  director  of  the  corps  and 
that  his  relation  to  the  command  be  contin- 
ued, but  on  account  of  failing  health  he  de- 
cided to  return  to  Ohio. 

Upon  his  return  home  he  immediately 
commenced  the  practice  of  medicine  at  Bak- 
ersville,  where  he  remained  until  1866,  re- 
moving at  that  time  to  Brooklyn,  Iowa.  In 
1868  he  was  admitted  to  the  annual  con- 
ference of  the  M.  E.  church,  and  had  charge 
of  a  number  of  appointments  until  1871, 
when  he  was  called  to  the  pastorate  of  the 
M.  E.  church  at  Montezuma.  Then  fol- 
lowed appointments  to  pastorates  at  New- 
ton, Ottumwa,  Danville,  New  London,  after 
which  he  returned  to  Brooklyn  and  had 
charge  of  Malcom  and  Madison  churches 
until  1886.  During  the  last  five  years  serv- 
ice as  pastor  at  Madison  he  was  also  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  medicine  in  part- 
nership with  Drs.  John  and  Charles  Con- 
away.  In  1884  he  accepted  a  position  in  the 
medical  department  of  Drake  University  as 
professor  of  physiology  and  general  pathol- 
ogy, which  place  he  held  for  two  terms.  The 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  was  conferred 
upon  him  by  Drake  University  in  February, 
1885,  pro  merito.  He  attended  the  session 
of  the  Bennett  Medical  College  of  Chicago 
in  1886-7,  and  received  the  degree  of  M.  D. ; 
was  elected  a  permanent  member  of  the  Na- 
tional Eclectic  Medical  Association  in  1886. 

The  doctor  is  at  present  a  republican  pro- 
hibitionist. He  voted  for  Lincoln  at  his 
second  election  and  has  ever  since  supported 
the  republican  national  ticket.  In  1871  he 
headed  an  independent  county  ticket.  That 
same  year  he  changed  Poweshiek  County 
from  a  saloon  to  a  temperance  county,  and 
secured  the  election  of  John  Conaway  to  the 
senate  two  years  later.     He  was  first  mar- 


ried in  February,  1866,  to  Miss  Jennie  Con- 
away at  Mansfield,  Ohio.  To  this  union 
were  born  Clara  E.  and  Charles  D.  Busby. 
Clara  died  of  scarlet  fever  in  November, 
1877,  at  the  aSe  °f  IO  years;  Charles  D. 
graduated  with  honors  at  Marion  Simms 
Medical  College  of  St.  Louis  in  1897.  The 
wife  and  mother  died  in  Newton,  August 
20,  1874.  The  doctor  was  married  a  second 
time  in  1875  to  Miss  Belle  Talbott.  They 
have  three  daughters — Verona,  Julia  and 
Jennie  Busby.  The  second  wife  died  in  1885 
and  the  doctor  was  again  married  in  Sep- 
tember, 1 886,  to  Miss  Harriet  M.  Smith, 
of  Des  Moines  County. 


BROOKS,  Dr.  Alfred  L.,  of  Audubon, 
is  a  native  of  Iowa  and  is  descended  from 
Captain  Levi  Brooks,  who  was  one  of  the 
officers  in  Washington's  army  during  the 
Revolutionary  War.  His  father,  Lorenzo 
Brooks,  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  in 
Benton  County  and  was  successfully  en- 
gaged in  farming  for  many  years.  Alfred 
was  born  at  Vinton,  June  6,  1858;  was 
brought  up  on  a  farm  surrounded  by  the 
healthful  and  invigorating  influences  which 
characterize  country  life  in  Iowa.     Here  he 
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acquired  the  physical  and  mental  strength 
and  the  vitality  necessary  to  endure  the  try- 
ing life  of  a  physician  and  surgeon.  In  the 
common  schools  of  that  county  was  laid  the 
foundation  for  the  thorough  medical  edu- 
cation which  he  subsequently  acquired. 

At  the  early  age  of  17  he  had  made  such 
educational  progress  as  fitted  him  for  teach- 
ing school  and  in  this  occupation  he  en- 
gaged during  the  suceeding  three  years  of 
his  life.  This  experience  was  one  which  be- 
came valuable  in  after  years,  as  it  developed 
studious  habits  and  the  faculty  of  persever- 
ance so  necessary  to  professional  men  of  the 
present  day.  Upon  reaching  the  age  of  20 
Mr.  Brooks  attended  the  excellent  Blairs- 
town  Academy  for  one  year,  at  the  end  of 
which,  he  began  his  medical  education  by 
one  year  of  diligent  study  in  the  office  of 
Dr.  A.  J.  Dickinson  in  the  town  of  Shells- 
burg,  Iowa.  When  the  year  of  office  study 
was  completed  he  entered  the  Rush  Medical 
College  in  Chicago  and  commenced  a  three 
years*  course  of  study  there. 

Graduating  in  1883  he  soon  after  located 
for  practice  in  the  town  of  Gray,  Audubon 
County.  Here  he  enjoyed  a  good  business 
and  acquired  the  fund  of  practical  experi- 
ence necessary  to  round  out  the  education  of 
even  the  brightest  of  medical  students.  At 
the  end  of  three  years  he  removed  from 
Gray  to  the  larger  field  of  Audubon,  where 
he  now  enjoys  an  extensive  practice.  Dr. 
Brooks  has  for  several  years  given  special 
attention  to  surgical  work  and  is  now  sur- 
geon for  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern  Rail- 
road and  member  of  the  National  Associa- 
tion of  Railway  Surgeons.  He  also  belongs 
to  the  American  Medical  Association,  the 
Iowa  State  Medical  Society  and  the  Botna 
Valley  Medical  Society. 

The  doctor  has  always  been  a  republican, 
and  served  as  a  member  of  the  Twenty- 
fourth  General  Assembly  from  Audubon 
County,  being  elected  by  a  good  majority  in 
this  strong  democratic  county.  Such  a  rec- 
ord shows  conclusively  that  he  enjoys,  to  a 
very  unusual  degree,  the  confidence  and  re- 
spect of  his  community.  In  February,  1887, 
Dr.  Brooks  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
May  Langworthy,  and  thev  have  one  daugh- 
on  December  26,  1897. 


BENNETT,  Fred  A.  To  be  appointed 
State  Bank  Examiner  at  the  age  of  28  is  a 
fine  compliment  to  the  personal  integrity  and 
uncommon  knowledge  of  banking  possessed 
by  the  young  man  upon  whom  such  honor  is 
conferred.  The  lively  competition  among 
the  older  politicians  for  this  position  and  the 
political  "pulls"  that  are  brought  to  bear  in 
almost  every  case  make  the  success  of  Mr. 
Bennett,  whose  personal  qualifications  were 
his  chief  recommendations,  the  more  re- 
markable. Mr.  Bennett,  who  resides  now  in 
Sioux  City,  is  a  son  of  Herbert  A.  Bennett, 
;i  farmer  all  his  life  up  to  a  few  years  ago. 
The  father  was  a  soldier  in  the  civil  war, 
serving  in  Company  B,  Twenty-fifth  Massa- 
chusetts Volunteer  Infantry,  in  which  he 
performed  brave  service  for  three  years. 
He,  together  with  his  wife  and  family,  came 
from  Massachusetts  to  Iowa  in  1869  and 
purchased  a  farm  in  Eden  township,  Carroll 
county.  There  were  only  three  other  families 
resident  in  the  township  at  the  time,  and 
the  three  townships  extending  west  from 
Eden  were  uninhabited.  The  farm  pur- 
chused  was  wild  land  with  no  improvements 
of  any  character  and  was  located  fourteen 
miles  from  a  railroad  station — Carroll. 
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Fred  A.  Bennett  was  born  near  Mil  ford, 
Massachusetts,  March  3,  1866,  and  was  one 
of  the  family  of  boys  taken  from  the  well 
settled  and  prosperous  sections  of  the  East 
to  the  bleak  prairie  tract  in  Carroll  county 
by  reason  of  the  father's  belief  that  the  wild, 
free  life  of  the  frontier  was  conducive  to 
better  results'in  the  rearing  of  a  family  than 
the  environments  found  in  the  New  England 
state.  The  work  of  cultivating  and  improv- 
ing the  new  home  was  shared  by  the  subject 
until  1882,  when  he  commenced  the  reading 
of  law  in  the  office  of  A.  T.  Bennett,  at 
Manning.  This  he  continued  during  the 
winter  of  1883-4,  attending  the  Manning 
school  in  the  meantime.  Returning  to  the 
farm,  he  engaged  in  work  there  and  for 
neighboring  farmers  until  the  fall  of  1884, 
when  he  taught  a  term  of  country  school, 
growing  heartily  tired  of  the  job  before  the 
term  was  finished.  During  the  following 
summer  he  continued  his  studies  in  Mr.  Ben- 
nett's office,  and  in  September  entered  the 
law  department  of  the  State  University, 
where  he  remained  two  years.  Following 
his  graduation  he  became  cashier  of  the 
State  Bank  of  Manning,  serving  in  that  ca- 
pacity almost  five  years.  During  a  portion  of 
this  time  he  was  connected  with  the  Bank  of 
Irwin,  at  Irwin,  Iowa,  serving  as  its  president. 
After  passing  through  the  panic  successfully 
he  sold  out  his  interests  in  both  concerns  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  brief  rest  from 
the  cares  of  business.  In  January,  1895,  he 
was  appointed  State  Bank  Examiner  by 
State  Auditor  McCarthy,  and  reappointed 
i;i  1899  by  Auditor  Merriam,  and  has  proved 
one  of  the  best  examiners  the  state  ever  had. 
Banks  have  been  closed,  cashiers  arrested  for 
forgeries  discovered  by  him,  numerous  oth- 
ers compelled  to  make  up  shortages,  and  in 
countless  ways  he  has  corrected  and  im- 
proved and  made  safer  banking  customs  and 
practices.  In  August,  1899,  Mr.  Bennett 
removed  from  Manning  to  Sioux  City  to  be 
ii*  a  location  more  convenient  for  his  work. 
He  has  been  a  republican  all  his  life.  In 
every  state  and  congressional  convention 
since  1887  he  has  been  a  conspicuous  figure, 
as  well  as  in  the  League  meetings  at  Louis- 
ville, Denver  and  Cleveland,  but  has  never 
sought  elective  office.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  in  which  he  has  served  as 
treasurer,  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias.     In 


the  last  named  he  has  filled  various  subordi- 
nate offices,  and  was  twice  elected  Grand 
Master  of  Exchequer.  August  31,  1892,  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Clara  M.  Branson. 
They  have  two  children,  Walter  W.,  born 
July  4,  1893,  and  Robert  R.,  born  Decem- 
ber 24,  1899. 


COOK,  Sylvan  us  D.,  known  throughout 
Iowa  and  Dakota  as  an  able  newspaper  man, 
was  born  in  a  log  cabin  on  a  farm  in  Salem 
township,  Henry  county,  January  9,  1847. 
He  worked  on  the  farm  and  attended  school 
at  intervals  until  he  was  15  years  old. 
His  parents  were  Quakers,  and  he  was  sent 
to  a  Friends*  Academy,  presided  over  by 
Prof.  E.  W.  Beard,  one  of  the  finest  English 
scholars  that  has  ever  taught  in  Iowa 
schools.  After  finishing  the  course  at  Prof. 
Beard's  academy,  young  Cook  became  a 
teacher  in  the  public  schools  and  advanced 
from  one  position  to  another  until  he  became 
superintendent  of  the  city  schools  at  Iowa 
City.  While  there  he  took  a  special  course 
in  the  Collegiate  Department  and  also  in 
the  Law  Department  of  the  State  Univer- 
sity. Since  1877,  he  has  been  in  the  news- 
paper business  continually,  excepting  a  few 
years  spent  as  superintendent  of  agencies 
for  a  prominent  life  insurance  company. 

The  "History  of  South  Dakota,"  pub- 
lished in  1884,  makes  the  following  refer- 
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ence  to  Mr.  Cook's  newspaper  experience 
in  that  state:  "The  Mitchell  Republican 
was  established  in  1880.  It  passed  through 
various  changes  and  eventually  fell  into  the 
hands  of  S.  D.  Cook,  its  present  proprietor 
and  editor.  The  weekly  edition  is  a  nine- 
column  folio,  all  printed  at  home,  and  has  a 
large  circulation.  The  daily  is  a  seven- 
column,  and  gives  the  Associated  Press  dis- 
patches, together  with  a  full  digest  of  home 
and  Dakota  news.  The  office  includes  the 
finest  job  printing  establishment  on  the  line 
of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  and  St.  Paul 
railway  west  of  Milwaukee.  A  handsome 
two-story  brick  building  was  erected  by  Mr. 
Cook  in  1883,  and  the  Republican  can  justly 
boast -of  one  of  the  best  and  most  conven- 
iently fitted  establishments  in  the  territory. 
Mr.  Cook  is  a  persevering,  industrious  and 
successful  business  man,  and  has  made  his 
journal  a  power  among  its  compeers.,, 

The  history  of  Chamberlain,  Brule 
county,  contains  the  following:  "A  post- 
office  was  established  in  May,  1881,  and  S. 
D.  Cook  was  the  first  postmaster.  On  the 
7th  of  June  following,  the  construction  of 
the  Register  block  was  commenced  by 
Messrs.  Pease,  Dickinson,  Humphrey,  Inglis 
and  Cook.  The  following  from  the  Dakota 
Register  of  June  8,  1881,  will  give  a  good 
idea  of  the  place  at  that  time :  'Chamberlain 
now  has  twenty-five  places  of  habitation  and 
business,  including  houses,  tents  and  shan- 
*  ties.  Several  thousand  feet  of  lumber  are 
arriving  each  day  and  business  has  com- 
menced in  earnest.  The  Dakotah  Register 
will  be  issued  June  16,  and  will  be  a  thirty- 
two  column  paper,  all  printed  at  home  on  S. 
D.  Cook's  mammoth  steam  power  press.'  " 

The  history  of  Charles  Mix  county,  Da- 
kota, has  the  following ;  "The  Charles  Mix 
Chronicle  was  established  by  S.  D.  Cook, 
the  first  issue  appearing  in  July,  1882.  He 
was  at  that  time  proprietor  of  the  Chamber- 
lain Register,  and  for  the  first  two  or  three 
weeks,  the  Chronicle  was  printed  at  Cham- 
berlain. In  February,  1883,  he  sent  M.  A. 
Fuller,  with  a  complete  outfit,  to  Wheeler. 
The  first  paper  ever  printed  in  the  county 
bears  date  of  February  21,  1883." 

"The  first  paper  established  in  Brule 
county  was  the  Dakota  Register,  at  Cham- 
berlain, in  June,  1881,  by  S.  D.  Cook."  'The 
Brule  Index  was  established  in  1882  by  S. 


D.  Cook,  the  first  issue  appearing  on  the  7th 
ot  June." 

Four  newspapers  were  conducted  by  Mr. 
Cook  at  the  same  time  while  he  resided  with 
his  family  at  Mitchell. 

From  Dakota  Mr.  Cook  went  to  Sioux 
City  in  1886,  attracted  by  the  wonderful 
"boom"  then  existing  at  that  place,  and 
there  established  the  Western  Farmer  and 
Stockman,  a  weekly  devoted  to  farming  and 
live  stock  interests,  and  the  Stock  Yards 
Herald,  a  daily  publication  and  the  official 
organ  of  the  Union  Stock  Yards.  Removing 
in  1893  to  I°wa  City,  to  give  the  children  the 
educational  advantages  of  the  State  Univer- 
sity, he  was  induced  to  buy  the  Iowa  City 
Daily  Republican,  daily  and  weekly.  He 
made  a  phenomenal  success  of  the  paper,  and 
it  was  such  an  important  political  factor  in 
the  first  Curtis  campaign  in  the  Second  con- 
gressional district,  that  his  friends  in  the 
district  prevailed  upon  him  to  establish  the 
Davenport  Republican,  backed  by  a  stock 
company,  of  which  he  became  the  editor  and 
manager.  The  Davenport  Republican  was 
at  once  a  power  in  Davenport  and  Scott 
county  politics,  and  also  in  the  state  of  Iowa. 
The  paper  started  out  under  very  adverse 
circumstances,  but  was  placed  on  a  paying 
basis  inside  of  the  first  two  years. 

The  Morning  Democrat  was  driven  out  of 
the  field  and  the  Republican  came  into  the 
possession  of  the  Associated  Press  franchise. 
Commenting  upon  this  the  Iowa  State  Reg- 
ister said:  "In  our  opinion  the  change 
makes  the  Republican  the  third  best  news- 
paper property  in  the  state,  which  is  great 
progress  in  a  little  over  a  year  of  Editor 
Cook's  management."  Owing  to  certain  po- 
litical combinations  in  the  Second  district, 
Mr.  Cook  retired  from  the  Republican  in  the 
fall  of  1899,  with  great  financial  loss  to  him- 
self, but  turned  over  to  the  directors  a  news- 
paper property  worth  much  more  than  its 
liabilities. 

Mr.  Cook  has  represented  the  state  with 
distinction  as  a  member  of  the  Iowa  Trans- 
Mississippi  and  International  Exposition 
Commission,  his  work  as  a  member  of  the 
Executive  Committee  contributing  in  no 
small  degree  to  the  prominent  and  creditable 
|X)sition  of  the  state  at  the  Exposition.  The 
Committee  recently  made  its  report  and  ar- 
ranged to  turn  several  thousand  dollars  back 
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into  the  state  treasury,  receiving  the  unqual- 
ified endorsement  of  the  Governor  and  Ex- 
ecutive Council. 


CORNWALL,  Wendell  Williams,  of 
Spencer,  was  one  of  the  strongest  men  in 
the  House  of  the  Twenty-sixth  General  As- 
sembly, and  if  he  had  not  been  defeated  for 
re-election  on  account  of  a  local  issue,  would 
have  been  one  of  the  leading  candidates  for 
the  speakership  of  the  House  in  the  Twenty- 
seventh  General  Assembly.  He  comes  of  a 
fine  line  of  English  and  German  ancestors. 
His  father,  Amos  R.  Cornwall,  was  a 
teacher,  and  for  thirty  years  served  as  prin- 
cipal of  Albion  Academy,  at  Albion,  Wis- 
consin. Senator  Knute  Nelson,  of  Minne- 
sota, and  Governor  Alva  Adams,  of  Colo- 
rado, were  among  his  pupils.  He  was  edu- 
cated at  Alfred  University  and  Union  Col- 
lege, in  New  York.  He  died  May  14,  1893, 
aged  63  years.  His  ancestors  came  from 
Cornwall,  England,  and  settled  in  an  early 
day  in  western  New  York.  Representative 
Cornwall's  mother  was  formerly  Barbara 
Williams,  who  was  also  educated  at  Alfred 
University,  and  was  a  teacher  for  a  num- 
l>er  of  years.  Her  people  were  of  German 
descent  and  were  among  the  early  pioneers 


111  Pennsylvania.  They  were  always  promi- 
nent in  religious  and  educational  work,  and 
one  member  of  the  family,  Rev.  Thomas 
Williams,  was  professor  of  theology  for 
years  in  Alfred  University.  It  is  not  strange 
that  the  family  has  religious  tendencies,  for 
its  lineage  is  traceable  back  to  Roger  Wil- 
liams, the  much  persecuted  Christian  of 
colonial  days.  Mrs.  Cornwall  died  in  1859, 
at  the  age  of  26  years. 

W.  W.  Cornwall  was  born  February  10, 
1857,  at  Albion,  Dane  county,  Wisconsin. 
His  mother  died  when  he  was  but  2  years 
old.  His  early  education  was  obtained  in 
the  common  schools  of  Wisconsin  and  New 
York.  He  graduated  from  Albion  Acad- 
emy, where  his  father  taught  so  long,  in 
June,  1879,  and  from  the  law  department 
or  the  Wisconsin  University  in  June,  188 1. 
While  pursuing  his  studies  in  the  academy 
and  university,  he  helped  pay  his  expenses 
by  teaching  in  the  common  schools  at  vari- 
ous intervals.  He  began  the  practice  of  law 
at  Huron,  South  Dakota,  in  1.882,  but  two 
years  later  removed  to  the  newly  organized 
county  of  McPherson,  where  he  was  the 
first  County  Judge,  and  was  afterwards 
County  Attorney.  He  came  to  Iowa  in 
March,  1891,  and  located  at  Spencer,  where 
he  formed  a  law  partnership  with  Walter 
P.  Ward,  who  sold  his  interest  in  July,  1894, 
ti  Guy  H.  Martin,  Mr.  Cornwall's  present 
partner.  The  firm  has  a  large  law  practice, 
extending  into  many  counties  of  northwest- 
ern Iowa,  and  confines  itself  exclusively  to 
this  line  of  work. 

Representative  Cornwall  has  always  been 
a  Republican.  He  has  represented  his 
county  in  state  conventions  numerous  times, 
and  was  a  delegate  to  the  National  Repub- 
lican League  at  Milwaukee  in  1896.  During 
1892  and  1893  he  was  City  Attorney  of 
Spencer.  In  1893  he  was  elected  to  the 
House  of  the  Twenty-fifth  General  Assem- 
bly from  the  district  of  Clay  and  Palo  Alto 
counties,  and  was  re-elected  to  the  Twenty- 
sixth  General  Assembly.  He  was  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the 
House,  and  during  his  second  term  served 
as  Chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
and  during  the  extra  session  of  1897  was 
chosen  as  one  of  the  committee  to  supervise 
the  publication  and  annotation  of  the  Re- 
vised C( de  of  1897.     In  his  defeat  in  the 
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1897  election,  due  only  to  some  local  ques- 
tion, the  House  lost  one  of  its  best  mem- 
bers. 

Representative  Cornwall  is  a  member  of 
the  Odd  Fellows'  Lodge  and  of  the  Iowa 
Legion  of  Honor.  He  was  married  Sep- 
tember 28,  1885,  to  Miss  Marion  Wilson, 
of  Blue  Earth  City,  Minnesota.  They  have 
four  children:  Barbara,  born  in  1886;  Wil- 
son, born  in  1889;  Morgan,  born  in  1891  ; 
and  Ruth,  born  in  1895. 


CHANDLER,  George,  e.lucat  >r,  author 
and  bank  president,  is  city  superintendent  of 
schools  in  Osage.  He  was  born  in  Geneseo, 
Henry  county,  Illinois,  May  6,  1856.  His 
people  were  farmers  in  m  iterate  circum- 
stances. His  father,  J.  H.  Chandler,  was 
a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  and  served  in 
the  Civil  War  from  Massachusetts.  His 
mother,  whose  name  was  Mary  L.  Connor, 
was  a  native  of  Nova  Scot'a.  Mr.  Chan- 
dler's grandmother  on  his  father's  side  was 
a  daughter  of  Governor  Harriman  of  New 
Hampshire.  The  Chandler  family  removed 
from  Illinois  to  Boston,  Massachusetts,  in 
1858,  where  George  attended  the  primary 
and  grammar  schools  and  the  high  school  at 
Milton.  While  a  resident  of  Boston  he 
earned  his  first  wages  as  a  cash  boy  in  the 


great  dry  goods  house  of  Jordan,  Marsh  & 
Co.  Mr,  Chandler  was  ready  to  enter  Har- 
vard at  the  age  of  14,  but  financial  reverses 
caused  the  family  to  remove  to  the  West. 
They  settled  on  a  farm  in  Howard  county, 
Iowa,  in  September,  1870.  The  following 
winter  George  Chandler  taught  a  four 
months'  school,  finishing  before  he  was  15 
years  of  age,  and  taught  four  terms  after- 
ward in  the  same  district.  In  September, 
1877,  Mr.  Chandler  entered  the  State  Nor- 
mal School  at  Cedar  Falls,  and  was  gradu- 
ated in  June,  1879.  He  then  took  up  the 
profession  of  teaching  and  "saved  his  money 
to  buy  a  farm."  He  at  once  began  to  invest 
in  farm  property,  borrowing  money  from 
one  man  to  make  the  first  payment  on  eighty 
acres  purchased  from  another.  He  made  a 
success  of  this  business  from  1879  to  1895, 
and  the  increase  in  the  value  of  the  lands  he 
bought  and  sold  has  enabled  him  to  now 
own  a  section  of  the  finest  land  in  Mitchell 
county,  well  improved  and  within  a  mile  of 
Osage.  He  also  owns  other  lands  in  other 
parts  of  the  county.  His  real  estate  opera- 
tions did  not  interfere  with  his  educational 
work.  He  taught  in  Lake  City,  Calhoun 
county,  Charlotte,  Clinton  county,  three 
years  at  Riceville,  and  four  terms  at  Mitch- 
ell. While  teaching  in  the  latter  place  in 
1883,  he  was  elected  County  Superintendent, 
and  before  his  first  term  expired  he  was 
chosen  superintendent  of  the  city  schools  of 
Osage,  a  position  he  has  since  held  continu- 
ously, having  recently  been  unanimously 
elected  for  the  year  beginning  in  September, 
1900,   the   sixteenth   year   in   this   position. 

Mr.  Chandler  is  the  author  of  a  "History 
and  Civil  Government  of  Iowa,"  which  ap- 
peared in  1885,  and  "Iowa  and  the  Nation," 
issued  in  1895,  which  is  now  the  leading  text- 
book in  civics  in  use  in  the  public  schools  of 
Iowa.  He  is  one  of  the  best  known  institute 
lecturers  in  the  state,  and  his  services  are  in 
great  demand  throughout  the  year.  When 
the  Home  Trust  and  Savings  Bank  was  be- 
ing organized  in  Osage  by  a  number  of  the 
leading  young  business  men  of  the  place  in 
the  fall  of  1899,  the  presidency  was  offered 
to  Mr.  Chandler  and  accepted.  This  insti- 
tution is  in  a  flourishing  condition  and 
promises  to  be  one  of  the  leading  financial 
concerns  in  northern  Iowa. 

Notwithstanding  that  he  is  so  much  occu- 
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pied  with  his  own  affairs,  Mr.  Chandler  has 
found  time  to  devote  to  the  interests  of  the 
republican  party  and  for  two  years  has  been 
chairman  of  the  Republican  county  central 
committee,  where  he  has  done  effective  work. 
He  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the 
Odd  Fellows,  the  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America  and  the  Masonic  orders.  He  is  a 
Shriner  and  for  three  years  was  Eminent 
Commander  of  Cceur  de  Leon  Commandery, 
No.  19,  Knights  Templar.  He  and  his 
family  are  members  of  the  Congregational 
church. 

His  marriage  to  Miss  Bessie  McCook  oc- 
curred April  4,  1880.  Seven  children  were 
born  to  them :  Effie  Mabel,  born  July  23, 
1883;  George  Harriman,  born  July  26, 
1885;  Mary,  born  July  3,  1887;  Francis, 
born  April  1,  1889;  Julia  North,  born  April 
30,  1892;  Bessie  Mildred,  born  June  28, 
1894,  and  Charles  Edward,  born  November 
5.  1898.  Francis  died  in  April,  1891,  at  the 
age  of  2  years,  and  on  August  15,  1899,  the 
family  was  called  upon  to  give  up  their 
eldest  son,  who  died  of  rheumatic  fever. 


CARTER,  Memnon  J.,  of  Ossian,  is 
a  well  known  lawyer,  and  is  editor  of  the 
Ossian  Bee,  the  leading  Democratic  paper 
of  Winneshiek  county.  His  father,  Mahlon 
G.  Carter,  a  Democrat  and  a  Hicksite 
Quaker,  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
was  a  shoemaker  by  trade.  His  ancestors 
were  of  Scotch,  Irish  and  English  blood.  He 
was  married  at  Philadelphia  in  1847  to  Mary 
Jackson,  and  they  came  to  Ohio  soon  after- 
ward, but  returned  to  the  East  in  18,52.  In 
1856  they  again  moved  West,  settling  this 
time  in  Winneshiek  county,  Iowa,  where 
Mr.  Carter  bought  a  hundred  acres  of  land 
for  $500,  farming  it  during  the  summer  and 
making  shoes  in  the  winter.  He  died  in 
1869,  aged  63  years. 

M.  J.  Carter  was  born  March  11,  1850,  in 
Waynesville,  Warren  county,  Ohio.  The 
most  of  his  early  life  was  spent  on  a  farm, 
working  in  the  summer  and  attending  dis- 
trict school  in  the  winter.  After  the  death 
of  his  father,  which  occurred  when  he  was 
19  years  old,  he  took  upon  himself  the  sup- 
port of  his  invalid  mother,  as  he  had  but 
one  brother,  who  was  younger  than  himself. 
He  farmed  a  couple  of  years,  and  then  for 
three  years  hired  out  by  the  day  or  month 


in  various  capacities.  In  September,  1874, 
he  began  clerking  in  the  general  store  of  D. 
D.  Rosa,  at  Ossian,  where  he  remained  three 
months,  and  then  read  law  for  five  months 
in  the  office  of  G.  L.  Faust.  In  June,  1875, 
he  was  made  Deputy  Clerk  of  the  Courts 
of  Winneshiek  county,  being  associated  in 
this  work  with  A.  W.  Brownell,  the  first 
Democrat  who  ever  held  the  office  of  Clerk 
in  that  county.  Here  he  remained  during 
Mr.  BrowneU's  term,  and  four  months  with 
his  successor,  in  the  meantime  continuing 
his  study  of  law  at  night.  He  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  January  23,  1877,  after  a  rigid 
examination,  and  in  May  began  practicing 
at  Ossian.  In  addition  to  a  rapidly  growing 
law  practice,  Mr.  Carter  has  found  time  for 
several  other  lines  of  business.  He  organ- 
ized the  Bank  of  Ossian  in  February,  1880, 
in  company  with  L.  A.  Meyer,  and  a  third 
partner,  Frank  Figge,  was  added  in  Sep- 
tember, 1889.  The  company  has  done  a  fine 
business.  In  1890,  associated  with  Charles 
N.  Flagler,  they  put  up  a  substantial  brick 
building  at  Lime  Springs,  and  started  a 
branch  banking  establishment  there.  Mr. 
Carter  purchased  the  Ossian  Bee  in  June, 
1885,  and  has  conducted  it  as  a  Democratic 
j;aper  ever  since.  He  is  also  an  extensive 
owner  of  real  estate,  having  an  eighty-acre 
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farm  near  Austin,  Minnesota,  and  one  of 
280  acres  in  Howard  county,  Iowa. 

Following  the  example  of  his  ancestors, 
Mr.  Carter  has  always  been  a  Democrat, 
?nd  has  done  much  for  the  good  of  the 
party.  He  served  eight  years  on  the  State 
Central  Committee,  as  a  member  from  the 
Fourth  district,  and  was  on  the  Executive 
Comm'ttee  during  the  administration  of 
Horace  Boies.  He  was  elected  County  At- 
torney in  1890,  being  the  only  Democrat 
ever  elected  to  that  office  in  the  county.  In 
the  race  for  re-election  in  1892  he  was  de- 
feated, but  ran  over  300  ahead  of  his  ticket. 
He  was  Mayor  of  Ossian  for  ten  years,  and 
treasurer  of  the  Independent  School  District 
of  Ossian  for  thirteen  years.  In  1900  he 
was  the  Democratic  nominee  for  presidential 
elector  in  the  Fourth  district,  being  a  sup- 
porter of  W.  J.  Bryan. 

Mr.  Carter  is  a  Free  Mason,  and  has  been 
Master  of  Arcturus  Lodge,  Xo.  237,  for 
twelve  years.  He  belongs  to  King  Solomon 
Chapter,  No.  35,  R.  A.  M. ;  is  a  Knight 
Templar,  of  Beauseant  Commandery,  De- 
corah,  and  a  Shriner  of  El  Kahir  Temple, 
Cedar  Rapids.  He  is  also  a  member  of 
Military  Lodge,  No.  39,  Knights  of 
Pythias,  and  carries  insurance  as  a  charter 
member  of  Ossian  Camp,  No.  213,  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America.  He  also  belongs  to 
Decorah  Lodge,  No.  443,  Benevolent  Pro- 
tective Order  of  Elks. 

Mr.  Carter  was  married  April  4,  1878,  to 
Mattie  Baker  Harvey,  a  daughter  of  Horatio 
Nelson  and  Phcebe  (Whittier  Rolfe)  Har- 
vey. Mrs.  Carter  was  born  in  Haverhill, 
Massachusetts,  August  18,  1854.  Their 
only  child,  Ralph  Waldo,  who  was  born 
April  21,  1879,  is  now  attending  Upper 
Iowa  University  at  Fayette.  Mr.  Carter's 
mother  also  made  her  home  with  the  family 
until  her  death,  December  24,  1894. 


CRAIG,  Frederick  W.,  of  Des  Moines, 
who  has  served  as  Police  Judge  of  that  city, 
and,  because  of  his  legal  knowledge,  became 
the  attorney  for  many  of  the  corporations 
and  associations  there,  was  born  at  Farm- 
ington,  Maine,  June  29,  1854.  His  father, 
Joseph  S.  Craig,  was  a  well-to-do  New  Eng- 
land  farmer.     In  early  life  he  taught  the 


village  and  district  schools  and  was  an  officer 
ii  the  state  militia,  then  a  position  of  dis- 
tmction  in  social  Maine.  "Muster  days" 
were  affairs  of  great  importance;  in  fact, 
were  society  events  which  called  out  the  en- 
tire population  of  the  community.  The 
mother,  Dorcus  Dunning  Wheeler,  married 
the  father  at  16,  and  was  a  devoted  and 
home-loving  woman  of  countless  virtues. 
John  Wheeler,  the  great-grandfather  on  the 
maternal  side,  fought  under  John  Paul  Jones 
in  his  naval  battles  during  the  War  of  the 
Revolution.  The  earlier  ancestors  on  the 
paternal  side  came  from  Scotland  and  set- 


tled in  Massachusetts.  Many  of  them 
fought  for  American  independence.  The 
lather's  parents  left  Massachusetts  in  an 
early  day  and  made  for  themselves  homes 
in  the  wilderness  of  Maine,  where  they 
roared  a  large  family.  The  mother's  father 
settled  near  Farmington,  in  a  Kttle  village 
called  Chesterville. 

The  early  education  of  Judge  Frederick 
W.  Craig  was  obtained  in  the  district  school 
and  the  grammar  school  of  the  village  near 
his  home.  He  then  took  a  two  years'  course 
ir  the  State  Normal  School  at  Farmington, 
Maine,  graduating  in  January,  1874.  Later 
he  entered  the  Massachusetts  State  Normal 
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School  in  Bridgewater,  and  graduated  from 
the  advanced  or  classical  department  June 
29,  1876.  During  the  time  he  was  engaged 
in  teaching,  and  in  that  way  contributed 
largely  to  the  expense  of  his  education.  In 
September,  1876,  he  came  to  Iowa  and  was 
employed  for  one  year  as  principal  of  the 
Smithland  schools,  in  Woodbury  county. 
Having  concluded  to  follow  the  practice  of 
law,  he  entered  the  office  of  Bannister  & 
Phillips,  in  Des  Moines,  in  1877;  later  that 
of  Phillips  &  Conrad  (W.  W.  Phillips  and 
Judge  Conrad),  and  in  1878  took  a  course 
in  Iowa  College  of  Law,  then  a  department 
of  Simpson  College,  graduating  therefrom  in 
the  class  pf  1879.  He  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  of  the  circuit  and  district  courts  of  Iowa 
in  February  of  the  same  year,  of  the  su- 
preme court  a  short  time  thereafter,  and  of 
the  United  States  circuit  and  district  courts 
in  1880. 

He  practiced  law  in  Chariton  for  about 
one  year,  during  1879-80,  in  partnership 
with  Mr.  Ziegler,  but  resigned  from  the  firm 
to  accept  a  position  with  the  State  Insurance 
Company  at  Des  Moines,  which  he  held  for 
one  year.  He  was  at  one  time  connected 
with  the  Iowa  National  Bank,  also  at  Des 
Moines.  In  1887  he  was  elected  judge  of 
the  municipal  courts,  and  it  was  he  who  in- 
augurated the  plan  of  making  monthly  re- 
ports and  settlements  of  fees  collected.  At 
the  close  of  his  official  term  he  resumed  the 
practice  of  law,  and  in  1889  formed  a  part- 
nership with  Judge  Balliet,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Balliet  &  Craig.  This  was  contin- 
ued until  1890,  when  Mr.  Craig  retired  to 
take  charge  of  the  office  and  legal  work  of 
the  Iowa  Central  Building  and  Loan  Asso- 
ciation, the  position  being  that  of  assistant 
secretary,  which  place  he  still  holds.  His 
skill  and  integrity  have  assisted  materially 
in  making  the  concern  one  of  the  best  known 
Mid  most  successful  in  the  state.  The  judge 
is  a  republican  of  pronounced  views,  and  as 
such  was  elected  to  the  municipal  judgeship. 
He  is  a  Scottish  Rite  Mason  and  a  Knight 
Templar,  and  has  held  nearly  all  the  import- 
ant offices  in  that  order,  state  as  well  as 
local ;  at  present  is  an  officer  of  the  General 
Grand  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the 
United  States,  which  holds  triennial  meet- 
ings. He  wras  married  to  Miss  Abigail 
Diantha  Corliss,  of  Woolwich,  Maine,  Sep- 


tember 30,  1880,  at  Bath,  Maine.  They 
have  five  children :  Clyde,  Earl,  Philip,  Mil- 
dred and  Clifford. 


CASS,  Joseph  Forrest,  vice-president  of 
the  Bank  of  Sumner,  is  one  of  those  fortun- 
ate men  to  whom  success  seems  the  natural 
order  of  things.  Possessed  of  the  energy, 
ability,  both  native  and  acquired,  and  a  keen 
perception  in  business  affairs,  so  requisite 
to  success,  it  is  little  wonder  that  Mr.  Cass 
has   won   for  himself  his  enviable  position 


among  the  leading  business  men  of  the  state. 
He  was  born  July  31,  1863,  on  a  farm  in 
Vernon  county,  Wisconsin,  and  when  but 
4  years  of  age  removed  with  his  parents  to 
Bremer  county,  Iowa.  Sumner  township 
was  chosen  by  his  father  for  a  home  place, 
and  here  he  engaged  in  farming  and  also 
opened  a  small  country  store.  Mr.  Cass 
began  his  schooling  at  the  age  of  6  in  the 
district  school,  where  he  attended  until  he 
was  12  years  old.  His  parents  at  this  time 
became  residents  of  the  town  of  Sumner, 
and  he  became  a  pupil  in  the  graded  schools 
of  that  town.  At  the  age  of  16  his  education 
i;s  school  was  ended.     During  the  last  year 
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of  his  school  work,  he  spent  his  Saturdays 
and  evenings  in  learning  telegraphy  at  the 
railway  station,  and  at  the  age  of  16  accepted 
a  position  as  operator  at  Bristow,  for  the  Du- 
buque and  Dakota  Railway  Company.  His 
next  position  was  at  Tripoli,  where  he  was 
the  efficient  and  popular  station  agent  for 
some  time.  His  next  venture  was  the  mercan- 
tile business,  in  which  he  engaged  in  Sumner, 
selling  out  in  a  short  time  with  a  good  profit. 
He  went  to  Chicago  and,  without  aid  or  in- 
fluence of  any  sort,  called  upon  Lyman  J. 
Gage,  vice-president  of  the  First  National 
Bank.  Mr.  Gage  has  a  happy  faculty  of 
discovering  merit  and  of  then  encouraging 
ii,  and  when  he  talked  with  the  unheralded 
young  man  from  Sumner,  he  must  have  had 
some  idea  of  the  good  qualities  that  were  to 
bring  him  such  notable  success  in  later 
years.  To  the  young  man's  request  for  a 
clerkship  Mr.  Gage  replied  favorably,  and 
Mr.  Cass  became  a  valued  employe,  remain- 
ing with  him  for  five  years.  His  banking 
hours  being  short,  he  secured  a  position  as 
treasurer  of  Grenier's  Lyceum  Theater, 
where  his  evenings  were  spent  in  the  box 
office.  His  father  urgently  requesting  him 
to  return  to  Sumner  and  engage  in  the  bank- 
ing business,  he  resigned  his  position  in  Chi- 
cago and  turned  his  face  homeward.  Money 
ventures  have  since  engaged  his  attention, 
and  all  have  been  successful.  His  present 
positions  are,  vice-president  of  the  Bank  of 
Sumner;  president  of  the  Tripoli  Savings 
Bank,  Tripoli ;  stockholder  of  the  Commer- 
cial Bank  of  Britt ;  president  of  the  Western 
Electric  Telephone  System,  the  largest  in- 
dependent system  in  the  United  States,  hav- 
ing three  thousand  miles  of  wire  in  Iowa, 
Minnesota,  Wisconsin  and  the  Dakotas ;  and 
director  in  the  Waterloo  and  Cedar  Falls 
Rapid  Transit  Company.  He  is  also  a  di- 
rector and  stockholder  in  several  other  cor- 
porations of  various  importance. 

He  was  married  in  Chicago  in  1887  to 
Mrs.  Florence  B.  Royal,  a  young  widow 
with  one  child.  They  have  two  children : 
Hazel  M.,  born  October  20,  1889,  and  Er- 
nest J.,  born  November  18,  1894. 

Mr.  Cass  is  an  enthusiastic  Republican. 
Pie  is  a  believer  in  all  religions,  but  of  no 
special  creed.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  order  and  has  been  hon- 
ored with  several  important  offices. 


CRAIN,  John  Bond,  M.  D.,  a  successful 
financier  and  practitioner  of  medicine  and 
surgery,  of  Braddyville,  was  born  Novem- 
ber 28,  1854,  in  Schuyler  county,  Illinois. 
He  is  of  British  descent.  His  ancestors 
came  to  America  in  colonial  days  and  set- 
tled in  Virginia.  His  great-grandfather 
lived  in  Culpepper  county,  thirty  miles  from 
the  home  of  Washington,  with  whom  he  was 
well  acquainted.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolution.  In  1808  he  removed  to  Ken- 
tucky, settling  in  Fleming  county,  near 
Hillsborough.  Soon  afterward  he  removed 
to  Pulaski.    He  lived  to  be  almost  100  years 


old  and  was  hale  and  hearty  to  the  last.  His 
son,  Rev.  William  Crain,  was  born  in  Cul- 
pepper county,  Virginia,  lived  in  Kentucky, 
but  became  a  pioneer  in  Illinois  in  1833,  en- 
tering a  large  tract  of  land  in  Schuyler 
county.  He  was  a  Methodist  preacher,  as- 
sociated with  Peter  Cartwright  for  over 
forty  years.  His  son,  John  F.  Crain,  was  a 
native  of  Missouri.  He  was  born  Decem- 
ber 31,  1832,  at  Cope  Girardeau.  He  was 
a  farmer  and  well  educated.  He  was  mar- 
ried February  2,  1854,  to  Miss  Margaret  A. 
Howard,  of  an  old  southern  family  of  note 
during  the  Revolutionary  period.  They  had 
eight  children,  of  whom  Dr.  J.  B.  Crain  was 
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the  eldest.  In  1855  the  father  removed  with 
his  family  to  Taylor  county,  Iowa,  where 
he  died  at  the  age  of  39,  leaving  the  care  of 
hib  family  to  his  wife,  who  well  fulfilled  her 
duty  toward  them,  being  a  woman  of  great 
fc-rce  and  strength  of  character.  She  now 
lives  in  Des  Moines. 

The  early  death  of  his  father  threw  much 
responsibility  on  Dr.  Crain's  shoulders  at 
the  age  of  16.  He  was  trained  to  the  occu- 
pation of  a  farmer.  He  afterwards  studied 
architecture,  working  during  the  summer 
that  he  might  attend  school  in  the  winter. 
In  1874  he  entered  Amity  College,  attending 
three  years.  He  taught  school  after  this  in 
Page  county  until  1881.  He  was  married 
December  25,  1880,  to  Miss  Eva  Hart. 
They  had  ten  children,  four  of  whom  are 
living:  John  D.  Loyd,  Lelia  Nadine,  Floy 
Kart  and  Vera  Myrle. 

In  1880  Dr.  Crain  engaged  in  the  lumber 
business,  which  he  sold  several  years  ago. 
In  1 88 1  he  purchased  Good  &  Webster's 
Bank,  which  he  has  ever  since  successfully 
managed  as  the  Braddyville  Bank.  He  had 
studied  medicine  some  previous  to  his  mar- 
riage, but  at  his  wife's  request  dropped  it 
for  some  time,  but  in  after  years  took  up  the 
study  again,  graduating  in  1887  with  hon- 
ors from  the  Electic  Medical  College,  of 
Cincinnati. 

Dr.  Crain  has  been  mayor  of  his  town 
three  times;  also  treasurer.  He  has  been 
treasurer  of  the  school  board  for  many  years. 
He  has  always  been  a  Republican.  He  is  a 
cousin  of  Hon.  James  Crain  McGinnis,  late 
of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  who  was  state  sen- 
ator for  twenty-five  years  and  judge  of  the 
fuur  courts  of  the  city  for  years. 

Dr.  Crain  is  ambitious  in  his  profession, 
and  looks  forward  to  a  post  graduate  course 
in  surgery  in  New  York.  With  a  good 
practice,  successful  financial  enterprises,  a 
handsome  home  and  the  confidence  and  re- 
spect of  his  fellow  townsmen,  Dr.  Crain  has 
much  to  make  his  life  happy  and  the  future 
full  of  promise. 


CLEAVER,  James  Harvey,  M.  D.  No 
man  is  better  nor  more  favorably  known  in 
Council  Bluffs  than  Dr.  J.  H.  Cleaver.  He 
has  an  extensive  practice  there,  is  a  large 
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property  owner,  and  is  always  to  the  fore  in 
movements  for  the  advancement  and  devel- 
opment of  the  city.  The  doctor  is  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania,  having  been  born  in  Wash- 
ington county  on  March  21,  1856.  The  an- 
cestors on  his  father's  side  were  of  German 
descent.  Peter  Cleaver  joined  a  colony  or- 
ganized at  Frankfort-on-the-Main,  in  1683, 
as  a  result  of  a  visit  to  that  country  by  Wil- 
liam Penn.  They  came  to  America  and  set- 
tled near  what  is  now  Philadelphia.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  or 
Quakers.  He  married  Miss  Hannah  Shoe- 
maker in  1695,  *n  ^e  Abbington  meeting 


house,  near  Jenkingtown.  Isaac  N.  Cleaver, 
doctor's  father,  was  a  school  teacher  in  his 
younger  days,  then  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business  and  finally  became  a  retired  farmer, 
having  made  profitable  investments  in  farm 
lands  in  Pennsylvania  and  Iowa.  The  moth- 
er's maiden  name  was  Isabel  M.  Dutton,  and 
her  ancestors  were  among  the  first  settlers 
of  Virginia. 

At  the  close  of  his  common  school  days, 
young  Cleaver  completed  a  course  at  the 
Iron  City  College,  of  Pittsburg,  from  which 
he  graduated  in  1875.  He  then  entered 
upon  the  study  of  medicine,  and  in  the  win- 
ter of  1877-8  attended  a  course  of  lectures 
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at  the  Cleveland  Medical  College.  Later  he 
received  an  appointment  in  the  Baltimore 
University  Hospital  as  an  interne,  and  re- 
mained there  until  the  date  of  his  gradua- 
tion from  the  University  of  Maryland  in 
March,  1880.  Shortly  thereafter  he  came 
to  Iowa  and  located  in  Pottawattamie 
county,  where  he  has  since  been  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  medicine.  He  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  American  Medical  Association  at 
Washington,  D.  C,  1884,  and  shortly  joined 
the  Iowa  State  Medical  Society;  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Society  of  the  Missouri  Val- 
ley, and  Council  Bluffs  Medical  Society; 
member  of  the  staff  of  St.  Bernard's  Hos- 
pital ;  served  as  local  surgeon  for  the  Union 
Pacific  Railway  for  twelve  years;  at  present 
he  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  pension  ex- 
aminers; also  served  a  term  as  city  physi- 
cian. 

He  has  been  a  life-long  Republican,  as 
was  his  father  before  him.  He  was  elected 
by  that  party  to  the  office  of  mayor  of  Coun- 
cil Bluffs  in  1884  for  a  term  of  two  years. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Masons,  Odd  Fel- 
lows, Elks,  Ancient  Order  of  United  Work- 
men and  Modern  Woodmen;  is  at  present 
grand  medical  examiner  for  the  state  of 
Iowa  for  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  and  is  local  ex- 
aminer for  many  of  the  leading  insurance 
companies.  He  takes  an  active  interest  in 
the  enterprises  of  his  town,  and  is  a  member 
of  the  Executive  Board,  Merchants'  and 
Manufacturers'  Association,  having  served 
a  term  as  its  president. 

He  was  married  in  1881,  in  Washington, 
Pennsylvania,  to  Miss  Mary  L.  Deaves,  a 
daughter  of  Rev.  A.  H... Deaves,  who  was 
favorably  known  in  western  Pennsylvania. 
They  have  five  children,  a  daughter  and 
four  sons,  all  of  whom  are  Hying. 


CRUIKSHANK,  John  Perkins,  a 
prominent  citizen  and  real  estate  dealer  of 
Fort  Madison,  member  of  the  House  from 
I  ee  county,  is  the  son  of  Alexander  Cruik- 
shank,  who  was  a  native  of  Norway,  but  of 
Scotch  descent.  He  was  a  sailor  for  fifteen 
years,  beginning  at  the  age  of  thirteen.  He 
touched  at  most  of  the  world's  great  ports 
while  following  this  life,  and  sailed  under 
many  flags.    He  served  in  the  Mexican  navy 


during  the  revolt  against  Spain  in  1824,  and 
received  a  severe  wound  in  the  shoulder. 
He  came  to  Puck-e-she-tuck,  now  Keokuk, 
Iowa,  in  1832,  and  on  March  4,  1834,  lo- 
cated at  Cruikshank's  Point,  where  he  was 
the  first  settler  in  the  interior  of  Lee  county. 
He  was  married  in  the  summer  of  1834  to 
Keziah  Perkins,  near  Augusta,  Illinois.  She 
was  a  native  of  Kentucky,  and  had  lived  in 
Virginia,  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois.  Her 
arcestors  were  English,  German  and  Welsh, 
and  her  grandfather,  George  Perkins,  was 
a  commanding  officer  in  the  Revolution, 
under  General  Francis  Marion.  With  his 
bride,  Alexander  Cruikshank  came  to  live 
in  the  wilds  of  the  new  country,  and  they 
made  their  home  in  a  rude  log  cabin,  with 
Indians  and  wolves  for  neighbors.  They 
lived  peaceably  in  this  community,  how- 
ever, and  often  saw  the  rival  chiefs,  Keokuk 
and  Black  Hawk,  Mr.  Cruikshank  becoming 
an  intimate  friend  of  the  latter.  Mr.  Cruik- 
shank died  in  1888,  at  the  age  of  84,  and  his 
wife  six  years  later  at  the  same  age. 

J.  P.  Cruikshank  is  a  native  of  Iowa,  and 
was  born  June  22,  1854,  on  a  farm  near 
West  Point,  in  Lee  county.  He  was  the 
youngest  in  a  family  of  seven  children,  all 
of  whom  were  born  at  this  place,  and  who 
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are  all  living.  He  secured  his  early  educa- 
tion at  the  district  school,  which  at  that  time, 
thirty-five  or  forty  years  ago,  was  better  in 
some  ways  than  it  is  today,  for  more  was 
expected  of  it,  there  being  comparatively 
few  high  schools  and  colleges  within  the 
reach  of  the  young  people  in  the  West.  He, 
however,  was  enabled  to  attend  several 
terms  at  Howe's  Academy,  at  Bonaparte, 
and  Whittier  College,  at  Salem,  in  this  state. 
In  1872,  at  the  age  of  18,  he  began  teaching, 
which  he  continued  for  several  years,  alter- 
nating this  with  attendance  at  higher  schools. 
In  1875  he  completed  a  teachers'  course  in 
the  Missouri  State  Normal  School  at  Kirks- 
ville.  After  his  graduation  he  went  to  Mis- 
sissippi, having  learned  that  there  was  a 
good  demand  for  teachers  in  the  South. 
But  finding  that  the  need  was  mostly  for  in- 
structors in  the  negro  schools,  where  ex- 
tremely low  salaries  were  paid,  and  that  to 
accept  such  a  position  meant  almost  com- 
plete ostracism  from  the  white  people  of  the 
community,  he  removed  to  Texas.  He  ar- 
rived at  Denison  with  only  a  dollar  in  his 
pocket,  and  soon  secured  a  good  position  as 
a  teacher  at  a  paying  salary.  He  remained 
four  yeass  in  the  South,  gaining  experience 
not  only  in  teaching,  but  in  various  other 
lines  of  employment.  He  was  engaged  as  a 
land  agent  and  surveyor,  and  for  a  period  of 
three  months  was  employed  as  a  draughts- 
man in  the  State  Land  Office  at  Austin.  He 
even  followed  the  life  of  a  cow-boy  for  a 
short  time  on  the  Staked  Plains,  and  once 
made  a  daring  raid  with  a  band  of  cow-boys 
across  the  Rio  Grande  into  Mexican  terri- 
tory in  pursuit  of  Mexican  cattle  thieves. 
He  returned  to  Iowa  for  a  visit  in  1879,  and 
soon  went  to  Bannock  City,  Montana,  where 
for  a  year  he  had  charge  of  a  drug  store 
owned  by  a  widowed  sister.  Having  already 
begun  the  study  of  medicine,  he  returned  to 
Iowa  and  entered  the  College  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons  at  Keokuk,  completing  a 
course  in  1882.  Somewhat  against  his  will 
he  was  nominated  by  the  Democrats  for  the 
office  of  Recorder  of  Lee  county  in  the  fall 
of  1882,  and  was  elected.  He  now  decided 
to  settle  down  permanently,  for  he  had 
grown  tired  of  frequent  changes  in  location 
and  business.  While  in  office  he  did  not 
neglect  the  excellent  opportunity  there  of- 
fered  for  becoming  familiar  with  the  ab- 


stracting of  titles,  and  in  1887,  after  having 
served  the  county  two  terms,  he  established 
a  real  estate,  loan  and  abstract  business  at 
Fort  Madison.  He  has  built  up  a  fine  busi- 
ness, making  a  specialty  of  loaning  money 
on  improved  lands  in  Iowa  and  adjoining 
states. 

Mr.  Cruikshank  has  always  been  a  Demo- 
crat. Besides  holding  the  office  of  County 
Recorder  of  Lee  county,  he  was  Deputy 
Surveyor  of  Coleman  county,  Texas,  and  in 
1899  was  elected  representative  to  the 
Twenty-eighth  General  Assembly  of  Iowa. 
He  belongs  to  the  Masonic,  I.  O.  O.  F.  and 
K.  of  P.  lodges.  For  nine  years  he  has  been 
secretary  of  the  Lee  County  Pioneers'  and 
Old  Settlers'  Association,  an  organization 
which  came  into  existence  in  1870.  Mr. 
Cruikshank  was  married  June  18,  1889,  to 
Mattie  L.  Ball,  of  St.  Louis,  daughter  of 
Capt.  S.  J.  Ball,  a  noted  steamboat  pioneer. 
They  have  one  child,  Mollie  Louise,  born  in 
1 891. 


CARNEY,  James  Loring,  a  leading  law- 
yer in  Marshalltown,  was  born  at  Lawrence, 
Massachusetts.  He  came  to  Iowa  in  1858 
with  his  parents,  and  located  near  Brooklyn, 
in  Poweshiek  county.  Following  the  death 
of  his  father  in  1864,  the  family  removed  to 


Digitized  by 


Google 


172 


PROGRESSIVE   MEN    OP   IOWA. 


Grinnell,  where  James  Loring  entered  the 
preparatory  department  of  Iowa  College, 
from  which  he  graduated  in  187 1.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Chrestomatian  Society  and 
other  college  societies.  After  graduating  at 
Iowa  College  he  entered  the  law  department 
of  the  University  at  Iowa  City,  graduating 
therefrom  in  the  fall  of  1873.  He  t^ltn 
was  employed  as  a  clerk  by  the  law  firm  of 
Brown  &  Sears,  solicitors  at  that  time  for 
the  Iowa  Central  Railway,  at  Marshalltown. 
He  was  given  entire  charge  of  the  collec- 
tions of  the  firm,  which  were  very  large, 
the  firm  being  much  engrossed  with  railway 
litigation.  His  advancement  came  about 
through  study,  work  and  constant  applica- 
tion. After  closing  his  connection  with 
Brown  &  Sears,  he  was  associated  in  litiga- 
tion with  H.  E.  J.  Boardman,  an  experi- 
enced lawyer  of  long  residence  there.  He 
thus  obtained  a  training  in  close  work  in  the 
law,  and  at  the  same  time  profited  financially 
in  his  business  connection  with  Mr.  Board- 
man.  In  the  spring  of  1879  he  entered  into 
a  partnership  with  H.  C.  Henderson  and  H. 
L.  Merriman,  under  the  name  of  Henderson, 
Merriman  &  Carney.  Shortly  thereafter 
Mr.  Merriman  accepted  the  editorship  of 
the  Marshall  County  Times-Republican,  and 
Mr.  Carney  continued  the  partnership  with 
H.  C.  Henderson  until  the  latter  gentleman 
was  called  to  the  judgeship  of  the  Eleventh 
judicial  district.  He  then  formed  a  business 
partnership  with  Mr.  Timothy  Brown,  one 
of  the  oldest  lawyers  in  that  section.  That 
was  in  188 1 ;  the  partnership  thus  formed 
was  kept  up  until  July,  1888,  when  it  was 
dissolved,  and  Mr.  Carney  went  into  prac- 
tice without  a  partner.  In  the  spring  of 
1899  he  formed  a  partnership  with  J.  M. 
Holt,  with  the  firm  nam  eof  Carney  &  Holt. 
He  was  elected  to  the  office  of  City  Solicitor 
of  Marshalltown,  which  position  he  held 
for  four  years;  also  to  the  office  of  County 
Attorney,  which  place  he  likewise  filled  for 
four  years.  He  has  been  on  one  side  or  the 
other  in  most  of  the  important  cases  litigated- 
in  that  section  during  the  past  fifteen  years. 
He  has  represented  as  a  lawyer  many  of  ^he 
leading  corporations  of  his  part  of  the  state, 
and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  ablest  inter- 
preters of  corporate  law  in  Iowa.  He  has 
become  connected  financially  and  as  a  rpem- 
berof  the  board  of  directors  with  several  of 


the  prosperous  institutions  of  his  city  and 
his  conservative  advice  and  counsel  is  sought 
in  the  administration  of  their  affairs.  Mr. 
Carney  has  a  natural  love  for  his  chosen 
profession  and  has  his  greatest  enjoyment 
in  triumphs  won  in  its  honorable  practice. 
While  not  a  church  member,  he  has  high 
veneration  for  sacred  things  and  attends  the 
Congregational  church.  Mr.  Carney  has 
always  adhered  strictly  to  the  tenets  of  Re- 
publicanism. In  1895  he  was  elected  to  a 
membership  in  the  State  Senate  from  the 
Twenty-eighth  district,  comprising  Mar- 
shall county.  In  the  Twenty-sixth  General 
Assembly  he  took  a  prominent  part  in  the 
discussions  and  work  preliminary  to  the  re- 
codification of  the  laws  of  the  state,  and  was 
a  member  of  the  Senate  when  it  was  done  at 
the  extra  session  called  for  that  purpose. 
As  a  delegate  from  the  Fifth  Congressional 
district,  he  cast  the  only  vote  which  Wil- 
liam McKinley  received  from  Iowa  in  the 
Minneapolis  convention  held  in  1892. 

Mr.  Carney  was  married  in  May,  1879, 
to  Miss  Minnie  E.  Tillotson,  of  Marshall- 
town.  They  have  four  children:  Leonard 
T.,  Lora  M.,  Gladys  and  Gurna  (twins),  all 
living. 


COWLES,  La  Monte,  of  Burlington, 
one  of  the  leading  lawyers  of  that  city,  is  the 
product  of  many  generations  of  genuine, 
sturdy,  Puritanic  stock  on  his  father's  side, 
ar/d  of  the  best  blood  of  Scotland  on  his 
mother's.  His  father,  the  Rev.  William  F. 
Cowles,  was  one  of  the  earliest  pioneers  of 
the  Methodist  church  in  this  state,  coming 
in  185 1  from  Cortland  county,  New  York, 
and  was  located  in  1853  at  Burlington, 
where  he  organized  the  South  Mission 
church,  afterwards  called  the  First  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  church.  He  was  three  times 
elected  presiding  elder,  and  spent  fifty  years 
in  active  ministerial  work.  The  ancestral 
line  of  the  Cowles  family  runs  directly  back 
to  John  Cowles,  who  came  to  Massachusetts 
from  England  in  1635.  The  mother  of  La 
Monte  Cowles  was  Marie  La  Monte,  whose 
father,  Thomas  La  Monte,  was  a  cousin  of 
the  late  Secretary  of  War.  Her  mother 
was  Lucy  Paine,  whose  people  came  to  this 
country  from  Scotland  in  1650. 
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La  Monte  Cowles  was  born  at  Oskaloosa, 
Iowa,  September  30,  1859.  His  early  edu- 
cation was  obtained  in  the  public  schools  in 
the  various  towns  where  his  father  preached, 
and  in  1875  he  entered  the  Iowa  Wesleyan 
University  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  graduating  with 
the  class  of  1879.  F°r  f°ur  years  he  was 
employed  as  civil  engineer  in  Nebraska  and 
Colorado  by  the  Union  Pacific  and  the  Burl- 
ington and  Missouri  River  railroad  com- 
panies. Upon  returning  to  Iowa  he  made 
his  home  at  Burlington,  and  began  the  study 
cf  law  in  the  office  of  Judge  J.  C.  Power. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  April,  1884, 
and  for  a  short  time  practiced  law  in  the 
office  where  he  had  received  his  training, 
he  then  formed  a  partnership  with  C.  B. 
Jack,  and  they  worked  together  for  a  year 
and  a  half,  Mr.  Jack  removing  to  Salt  Lake 
City  in  1886.  Since  that  time  Mr.  Cowles 
has  been  alone  in  practice,  and  has  succeeded 
in  building  up  a  large  and  remunerative 
business.  In  1896  he  was  elected  City  At- 
torney for  Burlington,  which  office  he  held 
for  two  years.  He  also  deals  in  real  estate, 
or  which  he  is  an  extensive  owner  in  the 
city.  August  1,  1898,  he  was  appointed  by 
Judge  John  S.  Woolson  to  be  Referee  in 
Bankruptcy  for  the  counties  of  Des  Moines 
and  Louisa. 


In  politics  Mr.  Cowles  has  always  been 
an  active  Republican.  He  was  for  several 
years  chairman  of  the  county  central  com- 
mittee, and  is  now  chairman  of  the  congres- 
sional committee  for  the  First  congressional 
district.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Ancient 
Order  of  United  Workmen,  the  Woodmen 
of  the  World  and  the  Elks.  Brought  up  in 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  he  still  re- 
mains loyal  to  it,  holding  his  membership 
in  Grace  church,  in  Burlington. 

Mr.  Cowles  was  married  September  15, 
1885,  to  Miss  Hattie  Kane,  daughter  of 
Alexander  Kane,  of  Burlington.  Their  one 
child,  Ethel,  was  born  October  21,  1887. 
Mrs.  Cowles  died  November  11,  1889.  Mr. 
Cowles  was  again  married  November  24, 
1897,  to  Miss  Ida  S.  Miller,  daughter  of 
Charles  J.  and  Margaret  Miller  of  Burl- 
ington. 


CARPENTER,  Thaddeus  Bradley,  is 
a  native  of  Vermont,  born  at  Westminster, 
in  that  state,  January  14,  1822.  His  father, 
Samuel  Carpenter,  owned  a  small  farm  of 
one  hundred  acres  in  the  town,  and  when 
the  farm  did  not  require  attention  worked 
at  his  trade  as  a  mason  and  builder.  His 
grandfather,  Abel  Carpenter,  was  one  of 
the  first  settlers  of  that  region,  coming  up 
the  Connecticut  river  from  Northampton, 
Massachusetts.  Mr.  Carpenter's  mother 
was  Olive  Whitney  Carpenter,  daughter  of 
Benjamin  Whitney,  who  was  custodian  of 
the  Court  House  at  the  time  of  the  West- 
minster massacre  in  1775.  /^t  this  massacre 
if  is  claimed  was  shed  the  first  blood  of  the 
Revolutionary  War. 

Young  Carpenter  secured  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  district  school  and  completed  it 
at  Walj)ole  Academy,  Walpole,  New  Hamp- 
shire. In  March,  1840,  his  father  died,  and 
at  the  age  of  18  the  heavy  burden  of  work- 
ing the  farm  and  supporting  the  family  was 
thrown  upon  him.  With  the  assistance  of  a 
younger  brother  he  carried  on  the  work  for 
several  years  until  that  brother  was  old 
enough  to  take  charge  of  things.  In  that 
day  it  was  customary  for  young  men  to 
work  for  their  board  and  clothes  while 
learning  a  trade  or  business ;  but  young  Car- 
penter felt  that  he  could  not  afford  to  do 
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that,  and  therefore  went  to  Boston  in  search 
of  work.  He  soon  secured  a  job  on  the  Bos- 
ton and  Portland  railroad,  and  in  a  few 
weeks  was  given  charge  of  a  gravel  train 
engaged  in  building  the  great  wharf  for  the 
Cunard  line  of  steamships.  While  working 
here  he  learned  to  run  an  engine,  and  the 
next  spring  secured  a  job  with  a  firm  of 
railway  contractors  who  were  building  the 
Fitchburg  railway.  After  considerable  ex- 
perience here  Mr.  Carpenter  went  south  and 
secured  a  position  as  superintendent  with 
the  firm  of  contractors  who  were  building 
the  Virginia  and  Tennessee  railway  from 
Lynchburg  south  to  Knoxville.  From  this 
he  went  to  work  on  other  southern  roads, 
and  in  September,  1854,  was  married  to 
Mary  Cordelia  Fuqua,  daughter  of  Heze- 
kiah  Fuqua,  a  prominent  planter  of  Bedford 
county,  Virginia.  In  1855,  he  went  to 
Cedar  Falls,  Iowa,  where  his  youngest 
brother  was  located,  intending  to  visit  there 
and  go  down  by  way  of  the  Mississippi  river 
to  Texas.  During  this  visit  he  drove  with 
his  brother  across  the  wild  and  unsettled 
prairies  to  Fort  Dodge,  and  was  present  at 
the  opening  of  the  land  office  and  of  the 
first  sale  of  lands.  Returning  to  Cedar 
Falls,  he  joined  with  his  brother  in  the  pur- 


chase of  a  stock  of  general  merchandise. 
Cedar  Falls  was  at  this  time  a  very  small 
frontier  village,  having  only  four  hundred 
people  in  the  township,  but  immigration  was 
pouring  into  Iowa,  and  the  business  proved 
very  satisfactory.  During  the  next  year  the 
firm  established  branch  stores  at  Hampton 
and  Janesville.  Mr.  Carpenter  was  in  Bos- 
ton buying  goods  in  April,  1861,  when  Fort 
Sumter  fell, and  saw  the  Sixth  Massachusetts 
regiment  leave  on  its  memorable  trip  to  Bal- 
timore. He  hurried  home  to  find  all  confu- 
sion, a  clerk  from  each  store  having  enlisted 
in  the  army.  His  brother  was  in  very  feeble 
health  and  unable  to  help  much,  and  at  that 
time  it  was  impossible  to  get  competent  help 
in  a  store.  During  the  years  1862  and  1863 
they  sold  and  closed  out  their  stores,  and  in 
1864  went  to  Vicksburg  to  undertake  the 
cultivation  of  a  large  cotton  plantation  on 
the  Mississippi  river  near  the  mouth  of 
Black  river.  They  had  only  partly  finished 
planting  the  crops  when  removal  of  troops 
left  them  exposed  to  raids  of  the  rebels,  and 
they  were  compelled  to  abandon  the  work 
and  return  North.  Since  the  war  he  has 
been  engaged  in  the  lumber  and  grain  busi- 
ness, and  more  recently  in  the  mercantile 
business  with  his  sons.  In  1865  Mr.  Car- 
penter was  elected  mayor  of  Cedar  Falls, 
and  was  the  first  to  serve  under  the  new 
city  organization.  In  1869  he  was  elected  to 
the  legislature,  and  was  soon  afterwards 
elected  a  member  of  the  board  of  the  Sol- 
diers' Orphans'  Home,  and  by  that  board 
was  elected  treasurer. 

In  1892  Mr.  Carpenter  lost  his  beloved 
wife,  and  has  since  retired  from  active  busi- 
ness. 


COLE,  Willtam  Ramey,  of  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant, was  born  August  12,  1828,  in  Dearborn 
county,  Indiana.  His  father  emigrated  to 
Iowa  in  1840  and  took  up  a  wild  piece  of 
land  in  Henry  county.  W.  R.  and  an  elder 
brother  ran  a  prairie  team  till  he  was  twen- 
ty, and  he  claims  that  they  probably  turned 
over  more  of  the  virgin  soil  than  any  one 
now  living.  During  this  period  he  hardly 
saw  the  inside  of  a  schoolroom  and  worked 
summer  and  winter.  As  his  father  was  an 
invalid,  he  and  his  brothers.  J.  \V|  and  J.  T. 
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had  to  support  the  family.  Though  corn 
was  ten  cents  per  bushel  and  pork  a  dollar 
and  a  half  a  hundred,  W.  R.  managed  to 
save  enough  money  to  get  a  start  at  Howe's 
academy.  He  graduated  at  Lombard  uni- 
versity in  Galesburg,  111.,  in  1856.  He  en- 
tered the  work  of  the  ministry  quite  young, 
and  preached  more  or  less  during  his  college 
course  of  study,  and  was  finally  ordained  as 
a  Unitarian  minister.  In  1857  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Cordelia  Throop,  who  died  in 
May,  1900.  Seven  children  were  born  to 
them,  five  of  whom  are  still  living  and  hap- 
pily settled  in  homes  of  iheir  own. 

His  home  in  Mt.  Pleasant  is  known  as 
Cedarcroft.  Here  children  and  grandchil- 
dren gather  each  summer  for  a  royal  good 
time. 

After  he  was  married  and  had  three  chil- 
dren he  took  his  family  to  Cambridge, 
Massachusetts,  to  study  for  the  ministry, 
and  graduated  at  Harvard  Divinity  school 
in  1865.  Owing  to  his  peculiar  views  as  to 
duty,  his  work  as  a  minister  has  been  differ- 
ent from  that  of  many  others.  Taking-  the 
plain  teaching  of  the  Master  that  "the  sick 
and  not  the  whole  need  a  physician,"  he 
taught  the  unfortunate  and  ignorant  classes 
in  the  night  schools  of  Boston  whenever  he 
could  spare  the  time  while  studying  for  the 
ministry.  He  met  here  as  teachers  such 
men  aes  Dr.  Noyes,  Stearns  and  Hedge, 
whom  he  still  reveres  and  loves  above  all 
others  for  all  they  did  for  him  during  his 
course  of  study. 

He  came  west  as  missionary  of  the  Amer- 
ican Unitarian  association  in  1865  at  the 
close  of  the  war  and  located  in  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant. He  had  always  been  a  radical  aboli- 
tionist, and  when  the  contrabands  fleeing 
from  servitude  poured  into  Mt.  Pleasant  he 
opened  a  night  school  and  with  the  aid  of 
a  friend  he  taught  them  reading,  writing 
and  arithmetic.  He  also  took  a  firm  stand 
for  the  co-education  of  colored  and  white 
children,  which  was  bitterly  opposed  by 
many,  and  for  which  he  was  misrepresented 
and  denounced  on  every  hand.  He  still 
holds  up  this  experiment  and  its  good  fruit 
as  an  example  of  the  best  remedy  for  the 
race  prejudice  which  threatens  the  peace  of 
the  country,  because  children  in  the  common 
schools  learn  that  it  takes  something  more 
than  a  white,  or  a  black  skin,  to  make  a  man. 


In  carrying  out  this  principle  that  the  sick 
and  not  the  whole  need  a  physician,  he  was 
at  an  early  day  led  into  reform  work,  espe- 
cially temperance,  social  purity  and  the 
equal  rights  of  all  before  the  law  regardless 
of  sex,  color  or  nationality.  To  these 
causes  he  has  devoted  the  best  part  of  his 
life.  His  wife  has  been  in  full  sympathy 
with  her  husband  and  a  great  help  and  sup- 
port. She  is  widely  known  throughout  this 
and  other  states  for  the  valuable  support 
she  has  given  to  the  cause  of  social  purity. 

W.  R.  Cole  is  probably  the  oldest  tem- 
perance worker  in  the  state.  He  began  in 
1848  and  canvassed  Southwestern  Iowa 
and  declaimed  on  temperance  and  astron- 
omy, illustrating  his  subjects  with  a  magic 
lantern.  He  was  a  charter  member  of  one 
of  the  first  lodges  of  Good  Templars  in  the 
state.  As  a  student  he  did  all  that  he  could 
in  the  Prohibition  campaign  of  1855,  when 
the  Legislature  gave  us  the  best  law  we 
ever  had  for  the  protection  of  our  homes 
under  a  Democratic  administration.  He  did 
all  in  his  power  to  defeat  the  wine  and  beer 
saloon  in  1858.  He  was  also  an  active 
worker  throughout  the  crusade  movement 
of  the  seventies,  which  gave  us  our  prohib- 
itory laws  of  1882.     In  that  campaign  he 
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was  vice  president  of  the  First  Congres- 
sional district  under  the  Iowa  State  alli- 
ance, and  had  it  so  thoroughly  organized 
that  he  could  reach  almost  every  voter  from 
his  office.  He  has  always  supported  the 
non-partisan  plan  of  temperance  work,  and 
still  heartily  believes  in  it. 

After  state  wide  prohibition  had  been  re- 
pealed and  the  party  papers  had  abandoned 
it  to  its  fate,  he  felt  that  something  must 
be  done  to  turn  back  the  tide  setting  against 
it,  and  for  that  purpose  he  started  the  Dial 
of  Progress  in  1896,  of  which  he  and  Mrs. 
Cole  were  editors  and  proprietors.  The 
motto  of  the  paper  is  "The  saloon  must  go." 
It  is  now  the  organ  of  the  Iowa  Anti- Sa- 
loon league  and  stands  for  the  cardinal  prin- 
ciples of  Christianity,  temperance,  purity 
and  equality.  He  works  on  the  principle 
that  everybody,  man  or  vyoman,  should  be 
interested  in  the  welfare  of  every  boy  and 
girl  in  the  city  in  which  he  lives,  and  Ce- 
darcroft  is  opened  freely  to  the  young  peo- 
ple, who  go  there  to  swim,  fish,  row  and 
skate  on  the  condition  that  they  conduct 
themselves  in  a  ladylike  and  gentlemanly 
manner.  He  holds  that  tramps,  above  all 
others,  in  the  Bible  sense,  are  the  sick,  and 
that  all  should  do  what  they  can,  not  only 
in  giving  them  something  to  eat.  but  in  an 
effort  to  get  them  off  the  road.  And  yet  he 
is  opposed  to  giving  them  a  meal  unless 
they  are  disabled  in  some  way,  lest  it  en- 
courage their  idleness.  So,  to  carry  out  his 
principles,  he  provides  work  for  all  that 
come  along,  and  gives  a  meal  for  an  hour's 
work  to  all  who  want  it  on  those  terms. 
And  to  all  who  want  to  get  off  the  road  he 
gi\cs  employment,  at  the  usual  wages,  until 
they  have  earned  enough  to  get  them  new 
clothes,  so  as  to  make  themselves  present- 
able. He  says  he  is  disappointed  to  find 
how  few  avail  themselves  of  this  oppor- 
tunity, but  still  several  have  been  saved  in 
this  way,  especially  boys.  During  all  this 
reform  work  for  forty-three  years  his  wife 
stood  by  his  side,  giving  him  all  the  aid  in 
her  power  and  taking  an  active  interest  in 
all  his  efforts.  To  her  he  gives  equal  credit 
under  div.ne  providence  for  any  good  that 
may  ome  from  their  efforts  to  improve 
human  conditions. 

It  would  seem  that  a  man  thus  engaged 
in  reform  work  would  have  no  time  for 
business.     But  he  always  said  if  we  would 


not  let  our  religion  stand  in  the  way  of  our 
business,  our  business  would  not  stand  in 
tin*,  way  of  our  religion,  and  his  experience 
has  proved  the  truthfulness  of  this  state- 
ment and  he  has  been  a  successful  business 
man.  Finding  that  the  field  he  had  chosen 
for  his  ministry  would  not  support  his  fam- 
ily, he  engaged  in  business  with  such  means 
as  he  rould  command.  And  under  his  good 
manageme  t  his  pennies  turned  into  dollars, 
until  he  became  independent.  And  now  he 
has  a  large  interest  in  a  wholesale  house  in 
Lincoln,  Nebraska,  which  deals  in  steam- 
fitting  ar.fl  plumbing  goods.  He  also  has  a 
like  interest  in  ,-J arris  &  Cole  Bros,  of  Ce- 
dar Falls,  with  branches  at  Columbia,  Ten- 
nessee, and  Metropolis,  Illinois,  which  ship 
the  products  of  their  factories  into  almost 
every  northern  &tate.  He  is  also  equal  own- 
er and  general  manager  of  the  firm  of  Cole 
Brothers,  which  is  the  parent  of  these  other 
houses  just  mentioned.  Mr.  Cole  takes  no 
credit  to  himself  for  any  success  that  may 
have  attended  him  in  life  on  the  credit  of 
trying  to  be  faithful,  for  he  firmly  believes 
that  unseen  powers  direct  all  in  the  appoint- 
ed way  who  earnestly  desire  to  live  in  har- 
mony with  the  Divine  Will. 


CARR,  Spencer  Howard,  of  Ireton, 
Sioux  county,  was  born  at  Fulton,  Illinois, 
December  6,  1871.  His  father,  C.  W.  Carr, 
is  a  Methodist  minister.  He  has  led  an 
active  and  useful  life,  and  by  careful  in- 
vestments has  accumulated  a  comfortable 
fortune.  He  served  in  the  civil  war  as  a 
member  of  the  Christian  commission,  and 
at  the  close  thereof  joined  the  Northern  Il- 
linois conference,  where  he  became  known 
as  the  "church  builder  of  the  Rock  River 
clistrict.,,  He  removed  to  Iowa  in  1887, 
and  soon  after  his  arrival  became  a  member 
of  the  Northwest  Iowa  conference.  In 
1894  he  was  elected  president  of  Morning- 
side  college,  and  to  his  able  management 
and  wise  counsel  are  due  much  of  the  suc- 
cess of  that  widely  known  institution.  He 
is  a  man  of  fine  business  ability,  making 
money  where  others  fail,  and  the  church 
and  the  poor  in  his  community  share  largely 
in  the  result  of  the  his  wisdom  in  this  di- 
rection.    He  was  born   and   reared   under 

the  shadow  of  the  Green  mountains  in  Ver- 
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mont.  The  mother,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Lucretia  Tompson,  was  born  in  Ver- 
mont. Both  branches  of  the  family  came 
from  the  sturdy  New  England  stock,  the 
nationality  on  the  paternal  side  being 
Scotch-Irish,  and  on  the  maternal  side  Eng- 
lish. 

Spencer  H.  attended  the  common  schools 
in  the  different  towns  and  cities  in  which 
his  father  was  stationed.  In  1889  he  grad- 
uated from  the  high  school  of  Correction- 
ville,  Iowa.  He  entered  Cornell  college  at 
the  age  of  18,  and  subsequently  attended 
the  University  of  the  Northwest.  During 
this  time  he  was  a  student  in  a  night  law 
school,  where  the  fundamental  knowledge 
of  the  profession  in  which  he  is  now  so  suc- 
cessful was  acquired.  Returning  to  Cornell 
college  in  1892,  he  completed  his  literary 
course,  and  the  following  year  entered  the 
Law  Department  of  the  State  University, 
where  he  finished  the  two  years'  course  in 
nine  months.  He  graduated  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  June  13,  1894.  During 
his  college  course  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Greek  Letter  fraternities  Beta  Theta  Pi  and 
Theta  Nu  Epsilon,  and  belonged  to  the  'Var- 
sity football  team  in  the  fall  of  1893. 

He  located  at  Ireton  July  13,  1894,  one 


month  after  being  admitted  to  practice.  He 
opened  a  law  office  alone,  without  previous 
experience  of  a  practical  .character,  and  with 
no  knowledge  of  the  means  resorted  to  by 
sharp  practitioners.  His  first  fee  was  from 
j  case  in  which  he  attempted  to  force  an 
ejectment.  This  was  about  ten  days  after 
the  hanging  out  of  his  shingle,  and  although 
he  met  with  defeat,  the  result  was  taken 
philosophically.  He  now  has  an  extensive 
probate  and  real  estate  law  practice  which, 
together  with  his  civil  business  and  the 
management  of  numerous  large  estates, 
makes  him  a  very  busy  young  man. 
In  politics  he  is  a  Republican  and  is  one  of 
the  workers  of  his  district.  He  belongs  to 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic,  Odd  Fellows'  and 
Modern  Woodman  societies.  October  30, 
1895,  he  was  unied  in  marriage  to  Miss  Ma- 
bel Lee  Dunbar,  daughter  of  George  B. 
Dunbar  of  Center  Point,  Iowa.  She  is  a 
graduate  of  the  Conservatory  of  Music  of 
Cornell  college  and  a  lady  of  fine  attain- 
ments in  a  literary  way. 

Mr.  Carr  has  a  well-equipped  office  and 
law  library,  and  has  erected  one  of  the 
finest  residence  properties  in  Ireton.  He  is 
1.  tireless  worker  and  believes  in  advancing 
the  interests  of  the  town  or  community  in 
which  he  lives  as  he  would  his  own. 


CLARK,  Col.  Charles  A.,  of  Cedar 
Rapids,  is  one  of  the  half  dozen  leading 
lawyers  of  the  state.  He  was  born  at  San- 
gerville,  Maine,  January  26,  1841,  and  is 
the  son  of  William  Goding  and  Elizabeth 
White  Stevens  Clark.  The  father  was  a 
native  of  Maine,  where  he  died  in  1857. 
He  was  a  lawyer  and  prominent  in  public 
affairs,  having  served  as  secretary  of  the 
Senate  of  the  State  of  Maine  in  the  winter 
of  1855-56.  The  original  ancestor  of  this 
branch  of  the  family  in  the  United  States 
was  Hugh  Clark,  who  settled  in  Water- 
tewn,  Massachusetts,  in  1640.  Rev.  Jonas 
Clark  of  Lexington,  who  figured  in  history 
as  the  friend  of  Governor  Hancock,  was  a 
member  of  the  family.  The  mother,  Eliza- 
beth White  Stevens,  was  a  daughter  of  Dr. 
Stevens  of  Shapleigh,  Maine,  who  prac- 
ticed  his  profession   there  for  more    than 
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half  a  century.  Sir  Hiram  Stevens  Maxim, 
inventor  of  the  Maxim  gun,  is  her  second 
cousin. 

Charles  A.  finished  the  common  schools 
of  Sangerville,  then  attended  three  terms  at 
Foxcroft  academy.  While  working  on  the 
farm  he  walked  to  Guilford,  three  miles  dis- 
tant, three  times  a  week  to  receive  instruc- 
tion in  Greek  and  Latin  from  a  private  tu- 
tor. He  commenced  teaching  school  in 
1856,  when  only  15  years  of  age,  and  the 
most  valuable  part  of  his  education  was  ac- 
quired while  engaged  in  that  work.  He 
enlisted  as  a  soldier  in  April,  1861,  at  the 
age  of  20  as  a  private  in  Company  A,  Sixth 
Maine  volunteers,  being  the  first  volunteer 
to  sign  the  enlistment  roll  of  the  company. 
He  was  successively  corporal,  sergeant  and 
second  lieutenant.  In  August,  1862,  he 
was  promoted  to  first  lieutenant  and  adju- 
tant under  Colonel,  afterward  Brigadier 
General,  Hiram  Burnham,  and  remained  in 
that  position  until  honorably  discharged 
because  of  wounds  in  February,  1864.  Early 
in  April  of  that  year  he  re-entered  the  army, 
having  been  commissioned  by  President 
Lincoln  captain  and  assistant  adjutant  gen- 
eral of  volunteers,  and  served  as  assistant 
adjutant  general  of  Burnham's  brigade  un- 
til late  in  the  fall  of  1864,  when  he  was 
compelled  to  resign  on  account  of  ill  health 
and  wounds.  He  received  a .  special  Con- 
gressional medal  for  gallantry  and  meri- 
torious services  in  saving  the  regiment  from 


capture  in  action  at  Brook's  Ford,  Vir- 
ginia, four  miles  from  Fredericksburg,  on 
the  night  of  May  4,  1863.  On  the  per- 
sonal recommendation  of  General  Hancock, 
his  old  commander,  he  was  brevetted  major 
for  gallantry  at  Mayre's  Heights,  Freder- 
icksburg, May  3,  1863,  and  lieutenant  col- 
onel for  bravery  at  Rappahannock  Station 
November  7,  1863.  He  arrived  in  Wash- 
ington with  his  regiment  just  previous  to 
the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run,  but  did  not  par- 
ticipate in  that  fight;  served  under  McClel- 
lan  in  front  of  Washington  during  the  win- 
ter of  1861-62;  took  part  in  the  Peninsular 
campaign  and  advance  on  Richmond  in 
1862,  and  was  under  fire  in  the  following 
battles  and  engagements:  Sige  of  York- 
town,  battle  of  Lee's  Mills,  Williamsburg, 
Gaines'  Mills,  Golding's  Farm,  Garnett's 
Farm,  Savage's  Station,  White  Oak 
Swamp,  Malvern  Hill,  second  Bull  Run, 
Crampton's  Gap,  South  Mountain,  Antie- 
tam,  Fredericksburg,  Mayre's  Heights,  sec- 
ond Fredericksburg,  Salem  Church,  Bank's 
Ford,  Deep  Run  Ravine,  Kelly's  Ford, 
Brandy  Station,  Bristoe  Station,  Gettys- 
burg, Funkstown,  Rappahannock  Station, 
Bermuda  Hundreds,  Chester  Station,  Swift 
Creek,  Fort  Darling,  Drewry's  Bluff,  Port 
Walthall,  Bethesda  Church,  Cold  Harbor, 
Petersburg,  Burnside's  Mine,  Newmarket 
Heights,  Chapin's  Farm,  Fort  Harrison. 

He  was  severely  wounded  at  Rappahan- 
nock Station.  The  regiment  had  sixteen 
officers  out  of  twenty-two  engaged  killed  in 
the  assault  on  the  enemy's  works.  After 
the  successful  assault  on  Fort  Harrison, 
September  29,  1864,  General  Burnham  was 
killed  inside  the  works.  Colonel  Clark  was 
detailed  by  special  orders  to  take  the  re- 
mains to  his  home  in  Cherryfield,  Maine, 
for  interment.  The  Colonel  had  three 
brothers  in  the  army,  two  of  whom  died  of 
wounds  received  in  the  service.  He  was 
awarded  a  Congressional  medal  of  honor 
for  most  distinguished  gallantry  at  Brook's 
Ford,  Virginia,  May  4,  1863.  The  official 
letter  transmitting  the  medal  stated  the  oc- 
casion of  its  being  issued  as  follows : 

"This  officer,  then  being  adjutant  of  the 
Sixth  Maine  infantry  volunteers,  having 
voluntarily  taken  command  of  his  regiment 
in  the  absence  of  its  commander,  and  at 
great    personal    risk    and   with    remarkable 
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presence  of  mind  and  fertility  of  resources, 
led  the  command  down  an  exceedingly  pre- 
cipitous embankment  to  the  Rappahannock 
river,  and  by  his  gallantry,  coolness  and 
good  judgment  in  the  face  of  the  enemy, 
saved  the  command  from  capture  or  de- 
struction." 

This  medal  was  recommended  by  the 
official  reports  of  his  superior  officers  at 
the  time  of  the  occurrence.  It  was  issued 
on  the  thirty-third  anniversary  of  the  event, 
and  bears  the  following  inscription : 
THE  CONGRESS 
TO 

BVT.  LT.  COL.  CHAS.  A.  CLARK, 

U.  S.  VOLS., 

FOR,  GALLANTRY  AT 

BROOK'S  FORD,  VA., 

MAY  4,  1863. 

He  cast  his  first  vote  for  Lincoln,  and 
acted  with  the  Republican  party  until  1872, 
at  which  time  he  became  a  Liberal  Repub- 
lican. He  was  a  delegate  to  the  Cincin- 
nati convention  that  year,  but  thereafter  to 
1896  affiliated  with  the  Democratic  party. 
He  was  nominated  by  that  party  for  the 
position  of  attorney  general  of  Iowa  at  a 
time  when  being  on  the  Democratic  ticket 
did  not  mean  meddling  with  politics.  He 
was  chairman  of  the  Democratic  state  con- 
vention held  at  Dubuque  in  1888  and  dele- 
gate to  the  national  convention  the  same 
year.  He  nominated  Horace  Boies  for  gov- 
ernor at  Ottumwa  in  1891.  He  left  the  party 
in  1896,  however,  on  account  of  its  demand 
for  free  silver,  its  attack  on  the  federal  ju- 
diciary and  its  position  against  the  right  of 
the  government  to  suppress  such  disorders 
as  the  Chicago  railway  riots  of  1894,  and 
rejoined  the  Republican  party,  taking  the 
stump  actively  for  McKinley  and  sound 
money. 

He  came  to  Iowa  in  1866  and  located  in 
Hamilton  county,  where  he  at  once  began 
the  practice  of  law,  riding  and  driving  all 
over  the  Northwest  in  practice,  the  nearest 
railways  being  at  Iowa  Falls  and  Boone. 
He  remained  there  for  ten  years,  then  re- 
moved to  Cedar  Rapids,  where  he  has  since 
resided.  From  1876  to  1886  he  was  the 
law  partner  of  Hon.  N.  M.  Hubbard.  He 
has  been  in  successful  practice  in  the  su- 
preme court  of  Iowa  since  1868,  in  the  fed- 
eral courts  of  Iowa  since  1871  and  in  the 


supreme  court  of  the  United  States  since 
1878.  He  has  practiced  in  the  supreme 
courts  of  many  of  the  Western  states,  and 
has  conducted  many  leading  cases  in  Ameri- 
can jurisprudence.  He  was  married  to  Miss 
Helen  E.  Brockway  of  Sangerville,  Maine, 
December  19,  1863.  They  have  six  chil- 
dren. 

The  members  of  the  bar  of  his  city  and 
county  presented  his  name  as  a  candidate 
for  the  nomination  as  judge  of  the  supreme 
court  to  the  Republican  convention  of  Iowa 
in  1900,  and  he  received  widespread  sup- 
port from  members  of  the  bar  and  others 
throughout  the  state.  He  declined  to  solicit 
support  or  to  take  any  part  in  a  canvass  for 
the  nomination  himself.  Though  having  a 
strong  following,  he  was  not  nominated. 


CLARK,  Talton  E.  The  only  official 
position  ever  held  by  Mr.  Clark  was  that 
of  State  Senator,  but  in  the  eight  years 
that  he  served  in  that  capacity  he  made  a 
reputation  which  will  endure  as  long  as  the 
history  of  the  state  shall  be  preserved.  He 
was  the  author  of  the  prohibitory  law, 
which  in  itself  immortalizes  him  in  the 
eyes  of  the  temperance  people  of  the  state, 
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and  besides  had  much  to  do  with  the  suc- 
cess of  the  bill  for  the  instruction  in  the 
common  schools  of  the  effect  of  alcohol  on 
the  human  system;  also  the  bill  creating 
the  bureau  of  labor  statistics.  To  him  is 
also  given  the  credit  of  the  injunction  fea- 
ture of  the  prohibitory  law.  He  comes  of 
an  illustrious  parentage.  His  father,  Rev. 
fames  W.  Clark,  was  a  graduate  of  Transyl- 
vania University,  Kentucky,  and  the  Dan- 
ville Theological  Seminary  of  the  same 
state.  He  was  a  prominent  clergyman  in 
Missouri  for  twenty-five  years,  and  the 
later  years  of  his  life  were  spent  in  Iowa, 
where  he  died  at  Clarinda  in  1868.  The 
mother  of  the  Senator  was  Miss  Martha 
Embry,  a  daughter  of  Talton  Embry,  one 
of  the  first  settlers  of  Kentucky  and  a  con- 
temporary of  the  Boones.  She  still  resides 
in  Clarinda,  and  is  in  her  82d  year.  The 
early  ancestors  were  of  Scotch-Irish  and 
French  Huguenot  stock.  His  great-great- 
grandfather, James  Clark,  was  a  wealthy 
English  gentleman  who  emigrated  to  this 
country  and  joined  the  Virginia  colony  at 
an  early  date.  He  became  the  proprietor  of 
a  large  tobacco  plantation  in  Albemarle 
county,  which  later  fell  to  a  great-grand- 
father, John  Clark.  A  brother,  Christopher 
Clark,  was  one  of  Virginia's  most  eminent 
men;  another  brother  was  the  father  of 
Governor  Clark  of  Kentucky,  whose  daugh- 
ter married  Judge  Benjamin  Tompkins  of 
Missouri,  and  still  another  brother  was  the 
father  of  General  John  B.  Clark  of  Mis- 
souri, much  distinguished  as  Congressman 
and  lawyer  and  as  a  gallant  soldier  in  the 
civil  war.  By  intermarriage  the  great- 
grandfather became  allied  to  the  Crockets, 
Woodsons,  McCallas,  Masons,  McCartys 
and  Randolphs  of  Virginia  and  Missouri, 
also  to  Thomas  Jefferson's  wife.  The  pa- 
ternal great-grandfather  had  eleven  chil- 
dren, of  whom  the  grandfather  was  the 
youngest.  He  married  Maria  Moore  Mc- 
Calla, which  brings  us  to  the  female  side 
of  the  Clark  house.  Her  grandfather,  An- 
drew McCalla,  emigrated  from  county  An- 
trim, Ireland,  prior  to  the  Revolution.  He 
served  throughout  the  war  as  Purveyor 
General  for  the  state  for  the  medical  de- 
partment of  Pennsylvania,  as  recorded  by 
the  blue  book  at  Washington.  He  was  long 
in  charge  of  the  hospital  for  the  insane  at 


Lexington,  Kentucky.  It  was  from  him 
that  the  grandmother  of  Senator  Clark  de- 
scended. Her  brother,  John  McCalla,  was 
for  twenty  years  marshal  of  the  state  of 
Kentucky,  and  for  a  number  of  years  was 
an  auditor  of  the  treasury  at  Washington. 
His  ancestors  served  in  the  war  of  1812 
under  General  Harrison,  and  in  the  civil 
war  the  family  was  represented  in  both  the 
Confederate  and  Union  armies. 

Talton  E.  Clark  was  born  in  Nicholas- 
ville,  Kentucky,  October  18,  1845.  He  at- 
tended the  Richmond  high  school,  of  which 
his  father  was  principal,  until  1854,  when 
the  family  removed  to  Booneville,  Missouri. 
His  education  was  received  in  subscription 
schools  conducted  by  his  father  and  at 
Shelby  College.  At  the  outbreak  of  the 
war  they  removed  to  Nebraska  in  order 
that  the  boys  might  escape  the  conscript, 
the  father  being  a  Union  man.  Mr.  Clark 
followed  the  occupation  of  ox  driver  on  the 
plains  until  1867,  at  which  time  he  located 
a:  Clarinda,  Iowa.  Here  he  chopped  cord- 
wood  by  the  day  to  support  his  father,  who 
was  in  shattered  health,  and  studied  law  at 
night  the  while.  This  was  continued  until 
1868,  when  he  entered  the  law  office  of 
Hon.  W.  P.  Hepburn,  where  he  acquired 
legal  knowledge  and  did  the  chores  in  the 
family  of  the  distinguished  Congressman 
until  1870,  at  which  time  he  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  by  Judge  Day,  for  twelve  years 
a  member  of  the  supreme  bench.  Since  that 
time  the  career  of  Mr.  Clark  is  well  known. 
He  has  become  one  of  the  most  brilliant 
members  of  the  legal  profession,  and  his 
practice  has  included  all  the  prominent  and 
important  litigation  of  his  section  of  the 
state.  He  was  elected  to  represent  Page 
and  Fremont  counties  in  the  State  Senate 
in  1 88 1,  and  being  re-elected,  held  the  office 
for  eight  years.  He  was  for  six  years 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  suppression 
of  intemperance,  and  it  was  while  holding 
that  important  position  that  he  did  so  much 
for  the  cause  of  temperance.  Senator  Clark 
is  famous  for  the  burning  eloquence  with 
which  he  champions  any  cause  he  believes 
in.  His  legislative  record  is  one  of  the  most 
distinguished  in  Iowa.  Let  it  be  known 
that  he  was  to  speak  and  the  galleries  and 
floor  would  be  crowded  with  listeners.  He 
had  the  honor  to  nominate  Senator  Allison 
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at  the  time  of  that  gentleman's  second  elec- 
tion; he  also  placed  Colonel  Hepburn  in 
nomination  in  the  seven  days'  convention  at 
Council  Bluffs.  He  is  still  in  the  practice 
of  law  and  is  devoting  careful  attention  to 
the  education  of  his  children,  of  whom  he 
is  very  proud.  He  is  also  an  active  church 
and  Sunday  school  worker.  His  wife  was 
Miss  Mary  H.  Burtch,  a  native  of  Ohio,  to 
whom  he  was  married  December  31,  1872 
Mrs.  Clark's  father  was  Alexander  Burtch, 
the  son  of  John  Burtch  of  Scotch-Irish  an- 
cestry. Her  mother  was  a  dughter  of  Ig- 
natius Bennett,  a  native  of  Maryland,  who 
married  Mary  Humphrey,  of  Irish  ances- 
try and  participated  in  the  struggle  for 
American  independence.  They  have  four 
children.  Alexander  Burtch,  the  oldest. 
Wn  March  18,  1874,  is  a  graduate  of  the 
Iowa  State  University,  and  is  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  law  at  Clarinda  with  his 
father;  EtheK>born  October  17,  1877,  is 
married  td  the^Rev.  W.  R.  Bennett  of  Chi- 
cago; Miss  Jessie,  born  February  17,  1880. 
and  Talton  E.,  the  youngest,  born  May  i, 
1885. 


CALL,  Ambrose  A.,  the  pioneer  of  Kos- 
suth county  and  one  of  the  figures  around 
which  clusters  much  of  the  historic  annals 
of  the  past,  was  born  in  Huron  county, 
Ohio,  on  the  9th  of  June,  1833.  He  is  the 
sen  of  Asa  and  Mary  Metcalf  Call,  and 
comes  of  good  stock.  His  grandfathers  on 
both  sides  were  of  the  noble  band  of  patriots 
that  achieved  our  national  independence  in 
the  Revolution,  and  his  father  served  in  the 
army  that  preserved  it  in  the  war  of  1812- 
15.  When  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
hut  a  few  months  old  his  father  died  and 
his  widowed  mother  removed  to  Cattarau- 
gus county,  New  York,  where  she  had 
friends.  Five  years  later,  however,  she  re- 
turned to  the  West,  going  beyond  her  old 
home  in  Ohio  and  locating  at  South  Bend, 
Indiana,  where  she  remained  many  years. 
Ambrose  left  home  at  the  age  of  15,  he  hav- 
i^g  received  a  common  school  education  in 
the  meanwhile.  During  the  summer  of  1850 
he  established  a  news  depot  at  Dayton, 
Ohio,  delivering  the  Cincinnati  dailies 
ahead     of     the     mails.       The     fall     and 


winter  of  the  same  year  he  attended 
commercial  college  in  Cincinnati.  In  the 
spring  of  1854  he  turned  his  steps  westward 
and  brought  up  in  Iowa.  At  this  time  he 
was  but  21  years  of  age,  and  in  company 
with  his  elder  brother,  Asa  C,  who  had  just 
returned  from  the  gold  fields  of  California, 
he  came  north  from  Fort  Des  Moines,  as  it 
was  then  called,  into  what  is  now  Kossuth 
county,  arriving  there  the  9th  of  July,  1854, 
where  he  formed  the  nucleus  of  a  settle- 
ment by  erecting  the  first  cabin  in  the 
county  or  north  of  Fort  Dodge.  In  1861 
ht  established  the  first  newspaper  in  the 
county,  the  Algona  Pioneer  Press.  This  he 
continued  to  edit  for  several  years. 

Mr.  Call  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Nancy  E.  Henderson  of  Oskaloosa,  Iowa, 
in  October,  1850.  Her  ancestors  have  a 
historic  record  in  the  settlement  of  Ken- 
tucky. Their  union  has  been  blessed  with 
seven  living  children:  Florence,  wife  of 
Gardner  Cowles  of  Algona;  Edith,  wife  of 
A.  Hutchison,  Algona,  attorney  and  real  es- 
tate dealer;  Etta,  wife  of  W.  K.  Ferguson, 
banker,  Algona;  Bertha,  wife  of  Dr.  Shore 
of  Des  Moines;  Chester  C,  and  Roscoe  and 
Myrtle,  twins. 

In  politics  Mr.  Call  has  ever  affiliated 
with  the  Republican  party,  and  has  taken 
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great  interest  in  the  success  of  the  meas- 
ures advocated  in  the  platforms  of  that 
party.  Although  frequently  solicited,  Mr. 
Call  has  persistently  refused  political  prefer- 
ment, and  has  never  been  an  office-seeker  or 
holder. 

With  his  brother  he  founded  the  city  of 
Algona,  and  was  also  the  founder  of  Ban- 
croft, the  second  town  of  importance  in  the 
county.  Ask  him  his  occupation,  and  his 
reply  will  be :  4'A  farmer,"  which  is  in  fact 
true,  as  he  has  between  2,000  and  3,000 
acres  of  rich  Iowa  prairie  brought  under 
subjection  to  the  plough,  besides  some 
5,000  acres  cultivated  in  rice  in  the  South. 
Conservative  in  business,  Mr.  Call  has  had 
the  good  fortune  to  accumulate  an  easy 
competence.  He  is  president  of  the  First 
National  bank  of  Algona,  which  he  organ- 
ized in  1884,  besides  having  interests  in  a 
number  of  other  banking  institutions  and 
is  one  of  Kossuth  county's  most  prominent 
representative  citizens.  Mr.  Call  takes  a 
deep  interest  in  the  prosperity  of  the  beau- 
tiful city  of  Algona,  of  which  he  was  one 
of  the  founders,  and  in  re  -    rs  has  ex- 

pended large  sums  of  money  in  erecting 
valuable  buildings  and  brick  blocks,  among 
which  is  the  Call  opera  house,  one  of  the 
finest  opera  houses  in  the  state. 

Mr.  Call  was  elected  county  supervisor 
the  first  year  of  the  existence  of  that  office. 
He  was  assistant  assessor  of  the  internal 
revenue  four  or  five  years,  resigning  in 
1868,  and  mayor  of  the  city  in  1893,  receiv- 
ing every  vote  cast.  During  the  early  part 
of  the  centennial  year  he  wrote  a  series  of 
letters  historical  of  the  county,  and  by  invi- 
tation on  the  centennial  of  Fourth  of  July, 
read  an  epitome  of  those  letters.  His  writ- 
ings in  this  line  will  increase  in  value,  and 
will  be  quoted  as  historical  authority  by 
the  generations  to  come.  He  has  the  an- 
nals of  Kossuth  county  by  heart. 


COUSINS,  John  A.,  of  New  Hartford, 
is  probably  one  of  the  oldest  native  born 
residents  of  our  state.  He  was  born  April 
15,  1837,  in  what  is  now  Dubuque  county. 
Iowa,  but  which  at  that  time  was  a  part  of 
the  territory  of  Wisconsin.  His  father  was 
Joseph  Cousins,  a  pioneer  farmer  of  that 


region  and  of  English  descent.  His  moth- 
er's name  was  Mary  Bird  Cousins.  Like 
most  of  the  children  of  the  pioneer,  his 
early  education  was  acquired  at  the  country 
school,  and  the  particular  school  which 
young  Cousins  attended  happened  to  be  in 
one  of  the  old-time  log  school  houses.  The 
district  was  not  bonded  to  build  that  school 
house,  but  some  of  the  straightest  framing 
timber  and  smooth  board  trees  in  the  neigh- 
borhood were  sacrificed.  A  little  later  in 
life  the  young  pioneer  attended  Epworth 
Seminary  and  there  completed  his  studies 
When  about  19  years  :>  a  his  father  died 
and  John  remained  at  home  to  look  after  tbe 
farm  and  care  for  his  mother  and  only  sis- 
ter, instead  of  starting  out  to  se^k  h  >  f  »r 
tine,  as  bovs  are  :nclined  to  do  a'  that  ag* 
in  18O5  they  sold  the  farm  and  remove! 
to  Grundy  county  and  bought  another.  For 
ten  years  longer  Mr.  Cousins  followed  the 
occupation  of  farming  until  1875,  when  he 
rented  the  farm,  removed  to  the  town  of 
New  Hartford  and  bought  a  one-half  in- 
terest in  a  drug  and  hardware  store  with  J. 
S.  McElwain.  At  the  end  of  a  year  Dr.  I. 
R.  Spooner  took  the  place  of  Mr.  McEl- 
wain in  the  partnership.  At  the  end  of 
three  years  this  partnership  was  terminated 
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by  the  removal  of  Dr.  Spooner  to  South  Da- 
kota, and  soon  after  the  drug  stock  was 
sold  and  farm  machinery,  lumber,  etc.,  was 
put  in  its  place.  Two  years  later  F.  W. 
Paulger  became  interested  in  the  business, 
and  continued  as  a  partner  for  eleven  years. 
In  1890  the  Bank  of  New  Hartford  was  or- 
ganized by  E.  Bourquin,  E.  C.  Bellows,  F. 
W.  Paulger  and  J.  A.  Cousins,  the  latter 
acting  as  vice  president.  In  1898  Mr. 
Cousins  and  others  organized  the  Plainfield 
Savings  bank  of  Plainfield,  Bremer  county, 
of  which  he  was  elected  president.  This 
corporation  erected  a  fine  bank  building  and 
is  doing  a  profitable  business.  Mr.  Cousins' 
successful  business  career  seems  to  contra- 
dict the  statement  of  Horace  Greeley  that 
no  man  should  change  his  occupation  after 
reaching  the  age  of  35  years. 

In  politics  Mr.  Cousins  is  a  Republican, 
and  for  thirty-five,  years  voted  that  ticket. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
and  Masonic  orders. 

In  1859  he  was  married  to  Rebecca  Fulmer, 
and  the  have  had  three  children:  Charles 
H.t  Elmer  E.  and  Janette  M.  E.  The  boys 
died  in  youth,  and  the  daughter  is  now  the 
wife  of  Dr.  J.  G.  Evans  of  New  Hartford. 


CLEVELAND,  William  Fiske,  was 
born  at  Waterville,  Oneida  county,  New 
York,  August  30,  1844,  and  is  the  young- 
est of  four  children  born  to  Dr.  George  W. 
and  Almira  B.  Cleveland. 

In  1861  he  was  graduated  from  the 
Waterville  Seminary  and  at  once,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  wishes  of  his  father,  en- 
tered upon  the  study  of  medicine,  but  after 
a  few  months'  application,  from  a  natural 
disinclination  to  the  profession,  he  gave  up 
the  wrork  and  entered  a  retail  dry  goods 
store  in  his  native  town.  Prompted  by  a 
natural  desire  to  see  more  of  the  world, 
four  years  later  he  removed  to  Louisville, 
Kentucky,  and  afterward  to  Nashville,  Ten- 
nessee, where  he  was  employed  in  a  large 
hat.  cap  and  fur  establishment.  In  the 
spring  of  1867  he  engaged  in  business  for 
himself  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  Louisi- 
ana, and  there  continued  until  1876. 

On  the  second  day  of  October,  1871,  in 
the  city  of  Dubuque,  Iowa,  he  was  joined 


in  marriage  to  Miss  Kate  L.  Collins,  daugh- 
ter of  E.  A.  and  Annie  Collins  of  Galena, 
111.  Two  children  blessed  this  union,  Wil- 
liam J.  and  Anna  C.  Cleveland ;  the  former 
died  in  New  Orleans  March  11,  1876.  Mrs. 
Cleveland  died  of  consumption  in  Persia, 
Iowa,  August  24,  1885.  The  remains  of 
both  rest  in  the  cemetery  in  Shelby,  Iowa. 

In  the  autumn  of  1877,  after  having  spent 
a  year  in  the  service  of  the  government  in 
Wyoming,  he  became  a  resident  of  Shelby 
county,  Iowa,  and  in  the  spring  of  the  fol- 
lowing year  established  a  general  mercantile 
business  in  the  town  of  Shelby,  where  he 
continued  to  reside  until  his  election  to  the 
office  of  treasurer  of  his  county.  To  this 
office  he  was  re-elected  in  1887,  and  in  1889 
he  was  honored  with  the  nomination  and 
election,  by  the  Democratic  party,  to  the 
office  of  State  Senator  from  the  Eighteenth 
Senatorial  district  composed  of  the  coun- 
ties of  Cass  and  Shelby.  During  the  four 
years  of  his  term  in  the  State  Senate  Mr. 
Cleveland  became  the  recognized  leader  of 
his  party,  and  left  his  impress  upon  the 
legislation  of  the  twenty-third  and  twenty- 
fourth  General  Assemblies  (1890- 1894). 

In  1893  Senator  Cleveland  was  married 
to  Mrs,  Ella  Pratt,  formerly  Miss  Noble, 
a  lady  of  many  accomplishments  and  graces. 
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To  them  have  been  born  a  daughter,  Doro- 
thy, and  a  son,  William  Fiske,  Jr.,  who, 
with  their  sister  Anna,  assist  in  making  the 
home  of  Senator  Cleveland  one  of  the  most 
hospitable  in  the  city  of  Harlan. 

Mr.  Cleveland  has  been  from  his  twenty- 
first  year  an  active  member  and  an  honored 
officer  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  Made  a 
Mason  by  his  father,  when  he  had  barely 
passed  his  majority  at  Waterville,  New 
York,  he  received  the  Capitular  degree  and 
passed  the  Crypric  Circle  in  Nashville, 
Tennessee,  and  had  the  orders  of  Christian 
Knighthood  conferred  upon  him  by  the  In- 
divisible Friends  Commandery  in  New  Or- 
leans, Louisiana. 

Always  active  in  Masonic  circles,  he  be- 
came especially  so  when,  after  his  removal 
to  Harlan,  he  was  chosen  the  First  Eminent 
Commander  of  Mt.  Zion  Commandery,  No. 
49,  stationed  at  Harlan,  and  later  the  Right 
Eminent  Grand  Commander  of  the  Grand 
Commandery  of  Knight  Templars  of  Iowa, 
and  as  such  led  the  Iowa  contingent  at  the 
Denver  Conclave  in  August,  1892.  Nor  has 
his  interest  in  Masonry  been  confined  to  the 
orders  of  Christian  Knighthood.  He  has 
presided  as  Worshipful  Master  over  his 
lodge  and  as  High  Priest  over  his  chapter 
serving  in  the  Grand  Lodge  and  Grand 
Chapter  in  various  capacities.  In  1899  he 
was  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  state, 
and  as  such  his  administration  was 
characterized  with  marked  executive  ability. 

The  Masonic  fraternity  has  never  had  a 
more  competent  officer  to  preside  over  it 
a.;  a  citizen,  in  all  the  positions  of  honor, 
trust  and  confidence  which  he  has  been 
called  to  fill  he  has  proved  to  be  an  able, 
honest,  faithful  and  conscientious  public 
servant;  in  all  the  walks  of  life  he  has  ably 
and  consistently  performed  the  duties  in- 
cumbent upon  him,  ever  remembering  that 
one's  own  interests  must  not  conflict  with 
the  rights  of  others.  He  is  a  scholarly  and 
effective  speaker,  a  successful  business  man, 
and  in  his  family  and  social  relations  a  most 
exemplary  one.  He  has  been  throughout 
his  life  a  brilliant,  intelligent,  cultivated 
gentleman,  genial  and  courteous  in  his  man- 
ners, pleasant,  entertaining  and  instructive 
in  his  conversation,  and  devotedly  fond  of 
his  friends. 


COKENOWER,  Harvey  Leroy,  M.  D., 
of  Clarinda,  Page  county,  was  born  in  Shel- 
by county,  Illinois,  September  23,  1854.  He 
was  the  fourth  of  a  family  of  six  children, 
three  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  One  of  his 
brothers,  J.  W.  Cokenower,  M.  D.,  is  one 
of  the  leading  physicians  of  Des  Moines 
and  the  other  brother,  H.  M.  Cokenower,  is 
a  farmer  in  Illinois.  Their  father,  Michael 
Cokenower,  was  a  farmer  and  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania.  He  first  moved  with  his  pa- 
rents to  Knox  county,  Ohio,  then  to  Shelby 
county,  Illinois,  in  1840.  He  enlisted  in 
Company    H,    Seventh    Illinois    Volunteer 


Cavalry  in  1861  and  served  eighteen  months 
in  the  Union  army,  when  he  was  discharged 
on  account  of  disability.  He  died  July  3, 
1896.  His  father  was  a  native  of  Germany, 
who  came  to  this  country  in  early  youth. 
Crosilla  Thompson  Cokenower,  the  mother, 
died  when  Harvey  L.  was  but  4  years  old. 
Her  parents  were  sturdy  New  Englanders, 
who  came  to  Illinois  in  an  early  day.  The 
father  was  a  millwright  by  trade,  and  built 
and  operated  the  first  water  mill  on  the 
Kaskaskia  river,  Illinois,  in  the  days  when 
grists  came  unsolicited  for  many  miles. 
Both  parents  were  Puritans  of  Puritans. 

Dr.  Cokenower  began  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  Shelby  county,  Illinois, 
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which  he  attended  until  he  was  16  years  of 
a^e,  when  he  entered  the  graded  school  of 
Shelhyville,  the  county  seat,  and  graduated 
ai  the  age  of  19  years.  He  earned  his  edu- 
cation  as  he  got  it,  working  for  his  board 
nights  and  mornings  and  Saturdays.  At 
the  age  of  16  his  father  gave  him  his  lib- 
erty, but  that  was  all,  so  he  has  had  to 
hustle  since  then.  He  is  a  purely  self-made 
man,  and  a  good  illustration  of  what  pluck 
and  integrity  will  do.  When  he  had  com- 
pleted the  graded  school  course  he  at  once 
ei.tered  upon  a  course  of  study  in  the  Lu- 
theran Normal  Academy  at  Shelbyville, 
v  hich  he  attended  for  one  year,  after  which 
he  alternately  taught  and  attended  school. 
Ke  took  up  the  study  of  medicine  under  the 
preceptorship  of  Drs.  Harnett  &  Catherwood 
i*  1874  and  graduated  from  the  college  of 
I'hysicians  and  Surgeons  at  Keokuk.  Iowa, 
in  1877.  He  began  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession at  Pleasant  Plain,  Illinois,  the  year 
of  his  graduation,  remaining  there  two 
years.  Desiring  to  find  a  larger  field  of 
<>l>eration,  he  removed  to  Clarinda  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1880,  where  he  has  since  remained. 
By  hard  work  and  constant  attendance  to 
the  duties  of  his  profession.  Dr.  Coken- 
ower  has  won  a  good  reputation  as  z  sur- 
geon and  general  practitioner  and  holds  the 
respect  and  good  will  of  his  professional 
brethren. 

The  doctor  is  an  aggressive  Republican 
ir  politics.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Noda- 
way Lodge,  No.  140.  A.  F.  and  A.  M.,  and 
»f  Clarinda  Lodge,  Knights  of  Pythias. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  Vet- 
erans camp,  of  the  Iowa  State  Medical  so- 
ciety, of  the  National  Association  of  Rail- 
way Surgeons  and  of  the  Southwestern 
I«»wa  Medical  association.  He  was  secre- 
tary of  the  Board  of  Pension  Examiners 
f<»r  four  years,  or  during  Harrison's  admin- 
Mration.  He  is  an  active  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  church.  He  was  married 
February  1  1,  1880,  to  Miss  Clara  M.  Ham- 
ilton, a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  F. 
Hamilton  of  Pleasant  Plain,  Illinois.  They 
have  two  children,  William  Lloyd  and 
Helen  T. 


CLARK,  Dr.  Elbert  Warren,  who  has 
f*en  a  practicing  physician  in  Grinnell 
s;nce   1 87 1,  was  born  in  Glover,  Vermont, 


February  22,  1842.  His  parents  were  War- 
ren S.  and  Lucretia  Clark,  who  were  natives 
of  Vermont,  of  Scotch  parentage.  The 
father  was  a  farmer  and  lumber  manufac- 
turer. In  1854  the  Doctor  removed  to  Bu- 
reau county,  Illinois,  with  an  uncle,  his 
father  having  died  when  he  was  one  year 
old.  Elbert  W.  secured  his  early  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  state  in  Bu- 
real  county,  Illinois,  and  in  the  high  school 
ir  Kewanee,  Henry  county,  Illinois.  In 
1866  he  entered  Rush  Medical  College  in 
Chicago,  graduating  from  that  institution 
in  1 87 1.  The  same  year  he  located  in  Grin- 
nell, starting,  as  most  medical  students  do, 
without  other  capital  than  his  own  ability 
and  energy.  Dr.  Clark  has  been  very  suc- 
cessful in  his  practice  and  has  no  reason  to 
complain  of  his  fortune  in  Grinnell,  where 
he  has  been  many  times  honored  by  his  fel- 
low citizens.  He  has  always  supported  the 
Republican  party  in  national  elections,  but 
has  acted  independently  in  municipal  affairs. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  city  council, 
1882-85;  president  of  the  city  school  board 
for  six  years,  and  mayor  from  1893  t()  l%97- 
During  the  time  that  Dr.  Clark  was  mayor 
of  Grinnell  he  promoted  the  construction  of 
a  system  of  water  works  built  by  the  city, 
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also  a  complete  system  of  sewers  for  the 
city,  both  of  which  have  greatly  improved 
the  sanitary  condition  of  Grinnell  and 
earned  for  Mayor  Clark  the  grateful  ap- 
preciation of  the  people.  He  has  always 
taken  an  active  interest  in  all  movements 
tending  to  benefit  the  city.  Dr.  Clark  is  a 
member  of  the  State  Medical  society,  the 
American  Medical  association  and  numer- 
ous local  medical  societies.  He  is  a  char- 
ter member  of  the  Franklin  club,  a  society 
organized  by  business  men  for  pleasure  and 
business.  He  was  married  September  23, 
1874,  to  Martha  C.  Brainard,  who  was 
born  in  Londonderry,  N.  H.,  Nov.  12,  1846. 
Five  children  have  been  born  to  them,  all 
but  one  of  whom,  Edward  Clark,  Jr.,  hav- 
ing died  in  infancy. 


CALVIN,  Samuel.  At  the  southwest 
corner  of  Scotland  are  some  long  necks  of 
land  stretching  out  into  the  Irish  sea.  To 
the  southeast  lies  Solway  Firth,  beyond 
which  the  hills  of  England  can  be  seen.  Out 
in  the  sea  itself  lies  the  Isle  of  Man,  and 
across  to  the  northwest  the  green  mountains 
of  Ireland  may  be  seen  from  the  top  of  the 
Scotch  cliffs.  Along  the  foot  of  the  latter 
are  various  fishing  villages  and  shipping 
ports  and  not  far  to  the  northeast  is  the 
great  city  of  Glasgow.  In  this  part  of  Scot- 
land, not  far  from  Ayr,  near  which  Burns 
was  born,  and  east  of  Dumfries,  where  the 
great  poet  passed  his  last  days,  two  of  the 
men  who  have  helped  to  make  Iowa  history 
and  who  are  now  prominent  in  the  affairs 
of  the  state  passed  their  early  boyhood. 
One,  familiarly  and  lovingly  known  by  all 
his  neighbors,  and  every  one  in  Iowa  is 
proud  to  be  included  in  the  list,  as  'Tama 
Jim"  Wilson,  is  treated  elesewhere  in  this 
volume.  The  other,  Professor  Samuel  Cal- 
vin, state  geologist,  is  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  The  Calvins  have  lived  long  in 
Wigtonshire ;  for  people  there  move  around 
but  little,  and  that  deep  loyalty  to  one's 
country  and  parish  which  is  so  marked  a 
trait  of  Scotch  character  results.  Wigton, 
the  principal  town,  is  located  on  high  land 
back  a  little  from  the  coast.  It  consists  of 
one  long  straggling  street,  flanked  by  low 
stone  houses  with  slate  roofs,  tile  chimneys 
and  much-scrubbed  wooden  floors.  The 
walls  of  the  houses  are  plastered  inside  and 


out,  and  except  for  an  occasional  renewal  of 
this  white  plaster  coat,  which  gleams  out 
against  the  green  backgrounds  in  the  after- 
noon sun,  the  town  changes  but  little.  Near 
here,  in  Mochrum  parish,  on  February  2, 
1840,  our  future  Iowan  was  born;  and  amid 
the  scenes  made  famous  by  Sir  Walter  Scott 
and  more  recently  described  by  Crockett, 
he  passed  the  first  eleven  years  of  his  life. 
The  long  dusty  roads  with  high  green 
hedges,  the  "burns"  and  "burnies,"  glimpses 
of  the  sea,  school  and  the  all  too  short  six 
weeks'  vacation  in  harvest,  made  up  these 
years.  From  the  Mochrum  school  the 
scholars  could  look  down  into  Port  Wil- 
liam and  see  the  busy  dockmen,  the  sailors 
and  the  boats.  The  harbor  formed  the 
touching  point  between  the  quiet,  unchang- 
ing parish  and  the  great  busy  world.  When 
1 1  years  old  the  young  Scotchman  with  the 
rest  of  his  famiy  left  the  parish  and  came 
through  Glasgow  to  America.  After  four 
years  in  Saratoga  county,  New  York,  the 
family  moved  to  Buchanan  county,  Iowa ;  a 
region  which  at  that  time  was  "out  West" 
in  all  that  the  term  implied.  It  was  a  tangle 
of  forest  and  prairie  with  roads  to  be  cut. 
farms  to  be  opened  up,  log  houses  to  be  built, 
chairs,  tables  and  articles  of  household  fur- 
Digitized  by  LjOOQ  IC 


PROGRESSIVE    MEN    OF    IOWA. 


187 


niture  to  be  manufactured  and  homes  to  be 
founded.  Into  this  work  the  15-year-old 
boy  went  with  all  his  native  vigor,  learning 
the  trade  of  carpenter  and  joiner,  and  soon 
becoming  one  of  the  best  all  around  work- 
men of  the  neighborhood.  With  the  sum- 
mers devoted  to  work  and  winters  to  study 
and  teaching,  the  latter  being  begun  before 
the  age  of  16,  he  passed  the  time  quickly 
till  January,  1862,  when  Lenox  College 
was  entered.  College  work  was  stopped, 
in  1864,  when  young  Calvin  with  the  rest 
of  the  boys  attending,  enlisted.  They  were 
assigned  to  the  Forty-fourth  Iowa  infantry 
and  served  in  Southern  Tennessee  and 
Northern  Mississippi,  till  the  Regiment  was 
mustered  out.  At  the  close  of  the 
war  the  young  soldiers  marched  back  to  be- 
come students  and  the  college  resumed  its 
work.  Study  began  again,  and  to  it  the 
work  of  teaching  was  added,  first  as  in- 
structor, and  later  professor  of  mathematics 
and  science.  In  1869  Professor  Calvin  was 
elected  principal  of  the  Fourth  ward  (now 
Lincoln)  school  at  Dubuque,  where  he 
stayed  until  January,  1874,  when  he  was 
elected  professor  of  natural  science  at  the 
State  University,  succeeding  Dr.  C.  A. 
White,  who  went  to  Bowdoin  College.  In 
those  days  the  professor  of  natural  science 
was  expected  to  do  the  whole  teaching  in 
geology,  zoology,  physiology  and  botany. 
In  the  years  since,  largely  through  the  ef- 
forts of  Professor  Calvin,  the  work  has 
been  divided  up  until  now  there  is  a  profes- 
sor and  an  assistant  professor  of  botany, 
the  same  in  zoology,  and  a  professor  of  ani- 
maJ  morphology  and  physiology,  besides  the 
professorship  of  geology  held  by  Professor 
Calvin  A  greaf  museum  has  been  built  up 
and  expeditions  have  been  sent  to  many 
distant  parts  of  this  and  other  countries. 

Professor  Calvin  has  been  a  busy  man, 
for  in  addition  to  his  work  at  the  university 
he  has  done  much  outside.  He  has  been  a 
constant  investigator  and  contributor  to  the 
literature  of  his  chosen  specialty.  He  was 
one  of  the  founders,  and  is  now  one  .of  the 
editors  of  the  American  Geologist,  the  old- 
est exclusively  geological  magazine  in 
America.  He  was  one  of  the  original  fel- 
lows of  the  Geological  Society  of  America, 
and  has  long  been  a  member  of  the  Ameri- 
can Association  for    the    Advancement    of 


Science.  In  1890  he  served  as  secretary  of 
the  section  of  geology  of  the  American  as- 
sociation, and  1894  was  vice  president  of 
the  association  and  presiding  officer  of  the 
same  section.  His  address,  delivered  in 
Brooklyn,  attracted  much  favorable  com- 
ment, both  in  this  country  and  Europe. 
Many  well  deserved  honors  have  come  to 
him.  The  degree  of  M.  A.  has  been  con- 
ferred by  Cornell  College,  and  later  that 
uf  Ph.  D.  was  bestowed  by  Lenox,  his  Alma 
Mater.  In  1892,  when  the  present  geologi- 
cal survey  of  the  state  was  organized,  it  did 
not  take  the  board  long  to  decide  that  Pro- 
fessor Calvin  was  the  proper  man  to  be 
placed  in  charge  as  director,  and  arrange- 
ments were  accordingly  made  with  the  uni- 
versity whereby  a  suitable  portion  of  his 
time  should  be  devoted  to  the  work.  That 
the  choice  was  a  happy  one  lias  been  proven 
by  the  vigor  with  which  the  work  has  been 
prosecuted  and  the  high  standing  which  the 
survey  has  obtained  both  at  home  and 
abroad.  The  economic  results  of  the  work 
are  becoming  more  and  more  apparent  and 
to  Professor  Calvin  the  state  is  mainly  in- 
debted for  them.  He  will  probably,  how- 
ever, be  longest  remembered  and  best  known 
as  the  teacher  of  hundreds  of  men  and  wom- 
en now  occupying  important  positions 
throughout  the  state.  His  influence  in  this 
direction  cannot  be  estimated,  but  many  of 
those  to  whom  college  life  is  now  a  memory 
recall  with  pleasure  his  clear  and  interesting 
lectures,  and  those  who  had  the  pleasure  of 
field  excursions  in  his  company  will  not 
soon  forget  his  enthusiasm,  his  energy,  his 
kindly  disposition,  and  his  keen  Scotch 
humor. 


COTTRELL,  William  Durant  Gard- 
ner, of  Clarence,  well  known  throughout 
Eastern  Iowa  as  a  conservative  and  success- 
ful banker,  is  a  native  of  Denmark,  Lewis 
county,  New  York.  His  father,  Lewis  G. 
Cottrell,  was  a  farmer  in  comfortable  cir- 
cumstances and  was  born  in  that  locality  in 
1804.  Lewis  county  is  in  Northern  New 
York,  about  forty  miles  north  of  the  city 
of  Utica.  It  lies  immediately  west  of  and 
almost  bordering  upon  the  picturesque  and 
'beautiful  Adirondack  mountain  region, 
which  is  now  a  notable  pleasure  resort. 

Lewis  G.  Cottrell  married  Polly  P.  Clark  j 
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of  the  same  village,  and  William  was  born 
February  10.  1833.  His  early  life  was 
spent  upon  his  father's  farm,  and  he  attended 
the  common  schools  of  the  neighborhood. 
Upon  the  farm  were  developed  and  strength- 
ened those  habits  of  honesty,  industry  and 
frugality  which  are  necessary  to  fit  any  one 
for  important  and  responsible  positions.  Here 
also  he  acquired  the  mental  and  physical 
vigor  and  vitality  which  is  such  an  ini|x>rtant 
element  in  business  affairs.  William's  busi- 
ness experience  began  early.  His  first  monev 
was  received  from  the  sale  of  turkey ■;  raised 
on  the  farm,  and  amounted  to  $30.  The 
money  which  he  received  from  all  sources 
was  saved,  and  when  it  amounted  to  $200 
was  loaned  t<>  the  village  merchant,  who  af- 
ter a  short  time  failed  and  the  whole  sum 
was  lost.  It  is  very  likely  that  this  loss 
proved  a  successful  lesion  to  the  young  finan- 
cier, and  that  the  exj>erience  thus  gained 
saved  him  from  more  serious  losses  in  after 
life.  His  next  venture  was  in  buying  furs 
on  a  smnll  scale,  and  when  about  25  years 
old  he  established  a  line  of  trade  through 
Northern  New  York  and  Canada,  making 
regular  trips  during  the  fur  season  and  sell- 
ing d'rectlv  t  »  furr'ers  in  Vtica.  Albany, 
Rochester  and  New  York  City.  This  busi- 
ness he  pursued   very  successfully  for  sev- 


eral years.  In  January,  1871,  Mr.  Cottrell 
came  west  and  located  at  Clarence,  where 
he  formed  a  partnership  with  a  brother-in- 
law,  Peter  Bent,  and  started  a  bank  under 
the  firm  name  of  Bent  &  Cottrell.  In  i860 
he  purchased  the  interest  of  his  partner,  and 
has  since  conducted  the  business  in  his  own 
name.  In  1880  Cottrell  purchased  a  notable 
standard-bred  horse,  "Brougham  800,"  a 
son  of  old  "Hambletonian  10,"  and  several 
standard  bred  mares.  The  most  noted  of 
these  proved  to  be  the  mare  "Belle  of  Clar- 
ence," dam  of  seven  in  the  list.  In  the  horse 
business  it  became  necessary  to  have  land, 
and  Mr.  Cottrell  has  from  time  to  time  made 
purchases  until  he  has  over  400  acres  in  or 
near  the  town  of  Clarence.  He  has  now 
more  than  100  head  of  fine  horses,  the  most 
noted  of  which  was  the  1891  Kentucky  filly. 
"Countess  Eve,"  2  109^4,  that  during  the  fall 
of  1897  obtained  the  world's  record  for  a 
sixth  heat  and  was  sold  for  $3,000  to  go  to 
Vienna,  Austria. 

Mr.  Cottrell  has  always  been  a  Repub- 
lican, and  was  for  one  term  mayor  of  his 
town,  during  which  time  the  saloons  were 
closed  and  have  never  since  been  opened. 
He  is  a  broadminded  and  liberal  man.  true 
t;  every  trust  of  public  and  private  life,  and 
has  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  who 
know  him. 

He  was  married  September  29.  1857.  to 
Henrietta  Bent,  and  they  have  one  son.  My- 
ron B.  Cottrell,  who  is  interested  with  hi* 
father  in  the  bank,  as  well  as  in  farming  and 
handbng  grain. 


CONE,  John,  of  Marion,  is  a  son  of  one 
of  the  earliest  pioneers  of  Linn  county,  Nor- 
ris  Cone,  who  moved  to  that  county  in  1838 
and  entered  a  large  tract  of  land.  Norris 
Cone  was  born  in  Wallingford,  Connecticut, 
in  December,  1808.  and  was  married  in  1830 
to  Anna  Blakeslee,  a  native  of  the  same 
town,  whose  father.  John  Blakeslee,  and 
mother  were  New  England  Yankees.  His 
ancestors  were  from  Denmark  originally. 
In  1837  the  family  moved  *o  Henderson- 
ville,  Illinois,  where  they  remained  until  the 
winter  of  1837-38,  when  they  moved  to 
Linn  county,  Iowa.  Here  they  entered  a 
large  piece  of  land  and  in  the  course  of  a 
few  years  made  a  fine  farm  of  it.  In  a  log 
house  on  the  farm  in  Bertram    township, 
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John  Cone  was  born  November  2,  1841.  He 
lived  with  his  parents  on  the  farm  until  he 
was  between  12  and  13  year?  of  age,  going 
to  school  in  log  school  houses  and  walking 
from  one  to  two  and  one-half  miles.  He 
then  moved  with  his  parents  to  Marion, 
Iowa,  and  went  to  public  school  in  that  city. 
At  the  age  of  15  he  started  in  to  learn  the 
painting  business.  He  worked  four  years 
at  this  trade,  and  in  the  fall  of  i860  went 
to  work  at  the  printing  business.  He 
worked  at  the  business  until  the  summer  of 
186 1,  when  the  war  broke  out.  On  Septem- 
ber 7,  1 86 1,  he  enlisted  for  three  years  in 
Colonel  Carskaddon's  Company  K,  Ninth 
Iowa  Infantry,  and  served  through  all  the 
campaigns  in  Missouri  and  Arkansas  under 
General  Curtis.  He  was  slightly  wounded 
in  the  head  at  the  battle  of  Pea  Ridge,  Ar- 
kansas, where  his  regiment  of  600  men  lost 
237  killed  and  wounded. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  winter  of  1862  he 
went  with  Sherman's  army  to  Vicksburg, 
Mississippi,  was  under  General  Sherman  in 
all  his  engagements  and  campaigns  to  the 
end  of  the  war.  He  was  slightly  wounded 
in  the  foot  at  the  battle  of  Chickasaw  Bayou, 
Mississippi,  took  part  in  the  siege  of  Jack- 


son, Mississippi,  in  the  summer  of  1863, 
after  the  Vicksburg  surrender,  then  went 
north  by  boat  to  Memphis,  Tennessee; 
marched  from  there  to  Chattanooga,  took 
part  in  the  battles  of  Lookout  Mountain  and 
Mission  Ridge;  then  went  to  Woodville, 
Alabama,  and  into  winter  quarters,  where 
on  Jan.  1,  1864,  he  re-enlisted  with  the  most 
of  his  regiment  for  three  years  more  or  dur- 
ing the  war.  He  was  granted  a  thirty-day 
furlough  in  February,  came  home  and  on 
March  2,  1864,  was  married  to  Miss  Caro- 
line Mitchell  of  Marion,  Iowa. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  furlough  Mr. 
Cone  went  back  to  the  war  and  started  into 
the  Atlanta  campaign.  He  was  at  Ring- 
gold, Resaca,  Dallas,  New  Hope  Church, 
Lost  Mountain,  Kennesaw  Mountain,  Chat- 
tahoochie  River,  and  in  all  the  battles  around 
and  at  the  siege  of  Atlanta.  He  went  through 
Georgia  to  the  sea,  was  at  the  siege  of  Sa- 
vannah, Georgia,  and  from  there  went  to 
Beaufort,  South  Carolina,  by  ocean  steamer. 
Then  up  through  the  Carolinas  to  Raleigh, 
North  Carolina,  where  General  Joe  Johnston 
surrendered  to  General  Sherman.  The  final 
march  was  through  Virginia  and  over  the 
old  battlefields  to  Washington,  D.  C,  where 
he  took  part  in  the  grand  review  down  Penn- 
sylvania avenue,  the  grandest  military  dis- 
play that  was  ever  seen  on  earth.  He  was 
mustered  out  of  service  July  24,  1865,  went 
home  to  Marion  and  resumed  his  business 
of  painting,  paper  hanging  and  decorating. 

In  1890  he  was  appointed  deputy  sheriff, 
and  in  1895  was  elected  sheriff  and  re-elected 
in  1897.  Mr.  Cone  has  three  daughters  and 
one  son ;  the  oldest,  Maud  L.,  was  married  in 
1893  to  A.  E.  Chislett,  a  grocer  in  Denver, 
Colorado;  Lucia  M.  was  married  in  1894  to 
F.  A.  Shumack,  who  is  a  dry  goods  mer- 
chant in  Marion ;  Jessie  Plummer  Cone,  the 
youngest  daughter,  is  unmarried,  and  the 
son,  John  Cone,  Jr.,  who  was  born  February 
6,  1884,  is  at  home. 

Mr.  Cone  belongs  to  the  Masons,  Odd  Fel- 
lows and  Modern  Woodmen,  and  has  filled 
several  minor  offices  in  the  city  of  Marion. 
He  has  been  an  ardent  Republican  since  the 
Fremont  campaign  in  1856,  in  which  he  car- 
ried a  torch,  although  too  young  to  vote. 
His  first  vote  was  cast  while  in  the  army 
for  Abraham  Lincoln. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


190 


PROGRESSIVE    MEN    OF   IOWA. 


COX,  George,  is  one  of  the  progressive 
business  men  of  Deep  River,  Poweshiek 
county.  He  was  born  in  Guernsey  county, 
Ohio,  March  9,  1839.  His  father,  Ephriam 
Cox,  was  born  in  Jefferson  county,  Ohio,  in 
1802,  and  died  in  Poweshiek  county,  Iowa, 
in  1862.  His  occupation  when  a  young  man 
was  that  of  a  cabinet  maker,  but  in  1832  he 
moved  upon  a  farm  in  Guernsey  county, 
Ohio,  where  he  remained  until  1854,  when 
he  emigrated  to  Iowa,  locating  in  Poweshiek 
county  near  the  present  town  of  Deep  River. 
Here  he  entered  400  acres  of  government 
land  and  bought  a  partially  improved  farm 
of  160  acres,  upon  which  he  lived  until  the 
time  of  his  death.  His  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Margaret  Christy,  was  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  born  in  1798.  She  was  mar- 
ried to  Mr.  Cox  in  1823,  and  died  at  the 
home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  William  Coch- 
ran, in  Poweshiek  county,  Iowa,  in  1874. 
At  the  time  of  their  settlement  in  Deep  River 
township,  Poweshiek  county,  there  were  but 
eight  log  cabins  in  the  township,  and  with 
a  family  of  eleven  they  spent  the  first  winter 
in  a  cabin  sixteen  feet  square,  with  a  "lean- 
to"  10x16,  keeping  warm  by  an  old-fash- 
ioned fireplace  with  a  stick  chimney.  In 
1855,  Mr.  Cox  started  the  first  saw  mill  in 


the  township  and  that  fall  sawed  enough 
native  lumber  to  build  a  house,  the  first 
frame  house  in  the  township.  In  August, 
1856,  the  boiler  of  the  mill  exploded,  killing 
Samuel  F.  Cox,  one  of  the  children.  At 
this  time  they  were  living  on  the  old  stage 
route  between  Iowa  City  and  Des  Moines, 
and  kept  the  stage  horses,  and  were  fre- 
quently called  upon  to  keep  many  passen- 
gers over  night  on  account  of  storms. 

George  Cox  received  all  his  education  in 
the  district  school,  as  most  boys  did  at  that 
time,  working  on  the  farm  in  summer  and 
attending  school  in  winter,  after  they  be- 
came big  enough*  to  work.  He  worked  on 
his  father's  farm  until  he  was  23  years  of 
age,  when  he  rented  the  home  place,  after 
his  father's  death,  and  farmed  it  for  four 
years.  He  then  bought  240  acres  of  govern- 
ment land,  consisting  of  raw  prairie,  which 
he  improved  and  added  to  until  he  had  420 
acres  of  well  improved  land,  near  the  town 
of  Deep  River,  which  he  still  owns.  He  fol- 
lowed the  occupation  of  farming  until  1884, 
when  he  removed  to  Deep  River  and  started 
in  the  grain  and  lumber  business,  in  which 
he  has  been  actively  engaged  ever  since,  the 
firm  now  being  George  Cox  &  Co.  In  1875 
he  bought  an  interest  in  a  general  store  in 
the  inland  town  of  Dresden,  one  mile  from 
Deep  River,  and  still  retains  an  interest 
in  the  stock,  it  having  since  been  removed  to 
the  town  of  Deep  River.  The  firm  now  con- 
sists of  George  Cox,  E.  C.  Cochran  and  C. 
N.  Cox,  a  son  of  George  Cox,  and  is  run 
under  the  firm  name  of  Cox  &  Cochran. 

Mr.  Cox  has  always  been  a  Republican, 
casting  his  first  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln 
in  i860.  He  is  a  member  of  Golden  Rod 
Lodge,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.,  No.  512,  and  a 
meml>er  of  the  Presbyterian  church.  He 
married  Miss  Catherine  Funk,  March  7, 
1 866.  Five  children  have  been  born  to  them, 
three  of  whom  are  now  living,  Cloyd  N.f  M. 
Alma  and  Hattie  A.  Cox. 


CAMPBELL,  Cassius  L.,  M.  D.,  was 
born  in  Plain  Grove,  Pennsylvania,  August 
22 ,  1856.  His  father.  John  M.  Campbell, 
was  also  born  in  Plain  Grove,  and  lived 
there  all  of  his  life,  dying  at  the  age  of  Oc 
He  was  an  active,  enterprising  farmer  and 
stockman,  and  identified  with  every  public 
enterprise  designed  to  develop  and  benefit 
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that  section  of  the  country.  By  industry 
and  good  business  habits  he  accumulated  a 
comfortable  property.  His  wife  was  Lavina 
Lightner,  daughter  of  Samuel  Lightner. 
Her  ancestors  were  originally  from  Switzer- 
land, and  their  descendants  came  to  Penn- 
sylvania and  were  prosperous  and  highly  re- 
spected citizens.  On  the  father's  side  the 
ancestors  were  Scotch-Irish,  who  emigrated 
to  western  Pennsylvania.  Cassius  L.  spent 
his  boyhood  on  his  father's  farm,  attending 
the  public  school  in  the  winter  and  assisting 
at  farm  work  during  the  summer.  Later  he 
attended  the  Plain  Grove  Academy,  and  also 
an  academy  at  Grove  City,  where  he  pre- 
pared for  college.  He  entered  Westminster 
College,  at  New  Wilmington,  and  there  pur- 
sued a  course  that  was  directed  towards  pre- 
paring for  the  medical  profession,  which  he 
had  chosen  as  his  life  work  After  com- 
pleting the  course  he  secured  a  position  in 
the  office  of  Dr.  James  J.  Wallace,  one  of 
the  most  prominent  physicians  of  New 
Castle;  afterwards  he  entered  the  Miami 
Medical  College,  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  from 
which  he  graduated  in  March,  1881.  He 
took  an  intermediate  course  in  Wooster 
Medical  College,  at  Cleveland,  Ohio.  He 
first  located  for  the  practice  of  his  profession 
at  Brownsdale,  Pennsylvania,  but  moved  to 


Lewis,  Cass  county,  Iowa,  in  January,  1883. 
In  the  fall  of  that  year  he  entered  into  part- 
nership with  Dr.  L.  M.  Andrews,  which  ar- 
rangement continued  for  two  years,  when 
Dr.  Campbell  began  business  for  himself. 
He  has  been  very  successful  ill  building  up 
a  large  practice,  both  as  a  physician  and 
surgeon.  Dr.  Campbell  was  one  of  the  pub- 
lic spirited  citizens  of  Lewis,  and  was  iden- 
tified with  all  enterprises  for  the  promotion 
of  the  best  interests  of  the  people  and  the 
town.  Early  in  January,  1898,  he  removed 
to  Atlantic,  where  he  entered  into  partner- 
ship with  Dr.  F.  W.  Porterfield,  one  of  the 
best  known  physicians  in  western  Iowa. 

Dr.  Campbell  has  been  an  active  Repub- 
lican, often  serving  as  delegate  to  county, 
congressional  and  state  conventions,  but  has 
never  sought  office.  He  is  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  and  has  twice  been  chosen  a  dele- 
gate to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  state.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  hav- 
ing held  all  positions  in  the  lodge;  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Eastern  Star,  Royal  Arch 
Masons,  Knights  Templars,  and  of  Kaaba 
Temple,  A.  A.  O.  M.  S.,  of  Davenport. 


CONN,  James  Emmett,  though  a  young 
man,  is  one  of  the  leading  physicians  of  Ida 
Grove,  and  has  a  practice  second  to  none  in 
Ida  county.  He  owns  one  of  the  firest  and 
best  equipped  offices  in  his  part  of  the  state, 
and  his  reputation  is  not  confined  to  the  lim- 
its of  his  own  locality,  for  he  is  frequently 
called  to  other  towns  for  consultation  in 
critical  cases,  or  to  assist  in  difficult  and  del- 
icate operations.  He  lives  with  his  family 
in  a  beautiful  home,  lighted  with  gas  and 
electricity  and  heated  with  hot  water.  Dr. 
Conn  is  of  Irish  descent.  His  father,  James 
Conn,  son  of  Robert  Conn,  was  born  in  Bel- 
fast, Ireland,  March  30,  1835,  and  came 
with  his  parents  to  America  in  1845.  They 
located  in  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  where  he 
was  brought  up  on  a  farm,  receiving  his 
early  education  in  the  district  school.  At 
19  he  began  teaching  and  followed  this  pro- 
fesion  several  years,  of  which  four  were 
spent  as  superintendent  of  the  city  schools  in 
Paulding,  Ohio.  He  was  married  to  Annie 
Elizabeth  Kuhn.  The  family  came  to  Iowa 
in  1 87 1,  settling  first  in  Benton  county, 
where  for  twelve  years  he  was  engaged  in 
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the  raising  of  thoroughbred  stock.  They 
removed  to  Battle  Creek,  Ida  county,  in 
1882,  where  he  conducted  a  livery  business, 
and  practiced  his  profession  as  a  veterinary 
surgeon  until  the  time  of  his  death,  Septem- 
ber 2,  1890. 

Dr.  J.  Emmet t  Conn  was  born  January 
11,  1867,  on  a  farm  in  Paulding  county, 
Ohio,  and  was  the  second  of  seven  children, 
four  of  whom  are  living.  He  was  four  years 
old  when  the  family  came  to  Benton  county, 
Iowa,  and  14  when  they  located  at  Battle 
Creek.  He  attended  the  country  school  in 
Benton  county,  and  completed  the  course  of 
study  in  the  graded  school  at  Battle  Creek, 
after  which  he  taught  in  a  district  school 
for  one  year.  In  1887  he  entered  the  acad- 
emy at  Iowa  City,  graduating  therefrom  in 
1888.  After  another  year  spent  in  teaching 
and  in  studying  medicine  by  himself,  he  en- 
tered the  medical  department  of  the  State 
University,  where  for  three  years  he  studied 
under  such  well  known  physicians  and  lec- 
turers as  Dr.  James  Daldy  and  Dr.  P.  J. 
Farns worth.  He  was  an  exceptionally  apt 
student,  and  his  abilities  were  soon  recog- 
nized, for  while  yet  an  undergraduate  he 
was  appointed  medical  librarian,  holding 
the  jxtsition  during  the  last  two  years  at 


school,  and  was  made  the  surgeon's  assist- 
ant in  ophthalmology  and  otology  in  the  eye 
and  ear  wards  of  the  state  hospital.  He  was 
also  elected  president  of  his  class,  and  was 
graduated  with  high  honors  March  9,  1892. 
He  immediately  located  at  Ida  Grove,  where 
he  still  remains,  carrying  on  a  large  general 
practice,  but  making  a  specialty  of  eye  and 
ear  diseases.  He  has  rare  skill  as  a  surgeon, 
and  possesses  a  large  and  valuable  set  of  in- 
struments. The  board  of  directors  of  the 
State  University  appointed  him  to  assist  in 
the  examination  of  the  medical  students  be- 
longing to  the  class  of  1897,  an  honor  sel- 
dom bestowed  upon  so  young  a  physician. 
In  addition  to  his  practice,  he  performs  the 
duties  of  United  States  pension  examiner 
for  Ida  county.  He  served  as  health  officer 
for  six  years  and  he  still  holds  the  office. 

The  doctor  belongs  to  t'.je  Republican 
party  and  to  the  church.  He  was  married 
to  Lizzie  M.  Higl>ee  on  the  2d  day  of  May, 
1893.  They  have  one  child,  Emmett  Higbee 
Conn,  born  December  4,  1894. 


CLYDE,  Jefferson  Fern,  of  Osage,  is 
one  of  the  judges  of  the  Twelfth  judicial 
district.  He  is  the  son  of  Samuel  A.  Clyde, 
an  early  pioneer  of  Wisconsin,  whose  an- 
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cestors  were  Scotch-Irish,  having  come  to 
this  country  some  time  before  the  Revolu- 
tion. The  grandfathers  of  Samuel  A.  Clyde, 
who  were  Samuel  Clyde  and  Samuel  Camp- 
bell, settled  in  Cherry  Valley,  New  York, 
about  1760,  and  were  members  of  the  com- 
mittee of  safetv  for  that  village  during  the 
war.  Both  were  Colonels  in  the  militia  and 
both  had  their  houses  burned  in  the  Indian 
massacre  of  1778,  though  they  and  their 
families  escaped.  Samuel  Clyde  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  first  New  York  legislature,  and 
his  son  Joseph,  the  grandfather  of  J.  F. 
Clyde,  was  a  member  of  the  New  York  con- 
stitutional convention  of  1824.  Mr.  Clyde's 
mother,  Elizabeth  Fern,  was  a  native  of 
Derbyshire,  England,  and  came  to  Otsego 
county.  New  York,  when  she  was  9  years 
old.  Judge  Clyde's  parents  came  by  way 
of  the  Erie  canal  and  the  lakes  to  Wisconsin 
in  1844,  and  settled  near  Aztalan,  Jefferson 
county,  where  their  son  was  born  May  24, 
1850.  When  he  was  five  years  old  the  family 
moved  by  ox  team  to  Mitchell  county,  Iowa, 
where  they  settled  on  a  farm  near  St.  Ans- 
gar.  Here  his  father  became  county  judge 
in  1862.  Mr.  Clyde  secured  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools  of  Mitchell 
county.  His  mother  had  been  a  successful 
teacher  in  New  York,  and  she  continued  at 
this  work  in  Iowa,  so  that  *he  Judge  re- 
ceived much  of  his  early  education  from 
her.  After  he  had  outgrown  ithe  com- 
mon school  he  attended  the  Cedar  Valley 
Seminary  at  Osage,  where  h~  fitted  himself 
to  be  a  teacher.  In  1872  he  entered  the 
State  University,  and  graduated  from  the 
collegiate  department  in  1877,  second  in  a 
class  of  twenty-four,  first  honor  being  wno 
by  John  Campbell,  now  judge  of  the  su- 
preme court  in  Colorado.  After  graduating 
Judge  Clyde  taught  school  several  years.  In 

1 88 1  he  entered  the  law  department  of  the 
University,    from   which    he   graduated   in 

1882  as  one  of  the  ten  speakers  from  a  class 

of  I31- 
While  attending  the  University  he  was  a 

member  of  the  Zetagathian  Society.  After 
completing  the  law  course  he  remained  a 
year  at  the  University  as  instructor  in 
mathematics  under  Prof.  Leonard.  He  be- 
gan practicing  law  in  September,  1883,  at 
Osage,  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Clyde  & 
Vanderpoel.    He  afterwards  practiced  alone 


several  years,  and  from  1887  to  1889  was  in 
partnership  with  State  Senator  J.  H. 
Sweney.  In  1889  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  Hon.  W.  L.  Eaton,  which  continued 
until  his  election  as  judge. 

In  politics  the  judge  is  a  Republican.  He 
cast  his  first  presidential  vote  for  General 
Grant.  In  1889,  when  Senator  Sweney  was 
elected  to  congress,  Judge  Clyde  was  chosen 
to  fill  the  vacancy  in  the  state  senate,  serving 
as  a  member  from  the  Forty-first  district  in 
the  Twenty-third  General  Assembly.  In  the 
fall  of  1896  he  was  a  candidate  for  the  office 
which  he  now  holds.  He  was  nominated 
after  a  spirited  contest,  and  was  elected  by 
more  than  10,000  maiority.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  church,  and  was  president 
of  the   Iowa   Baptist   State  Convention   in 

I893-5- 

The  judge  was  married  July  19,  1877,  to 
Harriet  L.  Wedgewood,  of  Waukon,  Iowa, 
she  having  been  a  student  at  the  Cedar  Val- 
ley Seminary.  They  have  eight  children: 
Marv  E..  Rav  \V.,  Frank  S.,  Alva  B.,  John 
J.,  Flora  H.,  Arthur  \V.  and  J.  F.  Jr. 


CARPENTER,  George  Paul,  M.  D.,  is 
one  of  the  self-made  men  of  Cedar  Rapids, 
whose  ability  in  business  matters,  integrity 
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and  personal  worth,  have  combined  to  give 
him  a  high  place  in  the  estimation  of  all  who 
know  him.  Dr.  Carpenter  had  for  an  in- 
spiration in  the  medical  profession,  the  suc- 
cessful and  honored  life  of  his  father,  Dr. 
Paul  Carpenter,  who  practiced  medicine  and 
surgery  in  Lancaster,  Ohio,  for  forty  years. 
This  representative  physician  of  the  old 
school  was  born  in  Lancaster  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  died  at  Lancaster,  Ohio,  at  the 
age  of  70.  Dr.  Carpenter's  mother  was 
Mary  A.  Fetters  Carpenter,  born  in  Fair- 
field county,  Ohio,  February  3,  1820,  died 
November  28,  1852. 

Dr.  George  Paul  Carpenter  was  born  in 
Lancaster,  Ohio,  September  21,  1846.  He 
was  a  student  in  the  Lancaster  public  schools 
and  afterward  in  the  Ohio  Wesleyan  Uni- 
versity, at  Delaware,  Ohio,  from  which  lat- 
ter institution  he  graduated  in  1865.  His 
father's  office  had  already  seen  the  begin- 
ning of  his  medical  studies.  This  prepara- 
tion for  his  later  work  was  furthered  by  a 
year  spent  with  his  brother,  Dr.  H.  W.  Car- 
penter, then  a  surgeon  at  the  Joe  Holt  Army 
Hospital.  His  regular  course  of  medical 
lectures,  however,  was  taken  at  the  Medical 
College  of  Ohio,  located  at  Cincinnati.  He 
received  his  diploma  from  this  institution 
March  2,  1868,  and  a  month  later  removed 
to  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  where  he  has  resided 
ever  since.  His.  career  in  the  new  field  was 
begun  with  a  capital  of  but  two  dollars,  but 
his  merit  as  a  physician  and  surgeon  was 
speedily  recognized,  and  his  practice  soon 
attained  a  substantial  basis.  On  July  1, 
1869,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Delia  Fant, 
daughter  of  Rev.  S.  Fant,  of  Delaware, 
Ohio.  She  was  a  graduate  of  the  Ohio  Wes- 
leyan Female  College,  and  a  refined  and 
noble  woman.  Up  to  the  day  of  her  death, 
which  occurred  March  31,  1897,  she  was 
ever  a  most  devoted  wife.  She  is  survived, 
besides  her  husband,  by  four  children: 
Laura,  now  Mrs.  A.  H.  Smith,  of  Chicago; 
Alice,  Paul  F.  and  George  B. 

From  its  lowly  beginning,  Dr.  Carpen- 
ter's practice  steadily  grew  to  a  large  and 
lucrative  one,  and  he  deservedly  stands  to- 
day in  the  front  ranks  of  Iowa's  professional 
men. 

In  politics,  Dr.  Carpenter  is  a  Republican, 
and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  church. 
He  is  identified  with  the  American  Medical 


Society,  the  Iowa  State  Medical  Society,  the 
Iowa  Union  and  the  Cedar  Rapids  Medical 
Society.  He  is  also  a  member  of  St.  Luke's 
Hospital  staff,  and  in  the  wards  and  operat- 
ing rooms  of  this  institution,  his  most  noted 
successes  as  a  surgeon  have  been  attained. 


CUNNINGHAM,  Albert  S.,  of  Ren- 
wick,  is  the  leading  physician  of  that  town, 
and  is  a  very  popular  man  in  the  community, 


enjoying  a  wide  practice  in  Wright  and 
Humboldt  counties.  He  was  born  April  29, 
1855,  at  Francesville,  Pulaski  county,  In- 
diana. His  father,  William  H.  Cunning- 
ham, was  a  farmer,  and  was  born  in  1832. 
His  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Eliza- 
beth A.  Stevens,  was  born  in  1837.  In  1869 
he  moved  with  his  parents  to  Marion,  Linn 
county,  Iowa.  The  family  lived  on  a  farm, 
and  he  attended  school  at  Marion  in  the 
winter  and  worked  on  the  farm  in  summer. 
He  began  the  study  of  medicine  in  1876  in 
the  office  of  Dr.  M.  P.  Sigsworth,  at  Paris, 
Iowa,  where  he  remained  two  years,  and  in 
1878  and  1879  studied  with  Dr.  George  E. 
Fullerton,  of  Marion.  He  attended  the 
medical  department  of  the  State  University 
during  the  year  of  1879-80,  after  which  for 
two  years  he  managed  a  drug  store  for  Dr. 
J.  A.  Riggen,  now  of  What  Cheer,  at  Well- 
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man,  Washington  county.  He  began  the 
practice  of  medicine  at  Coggon,  in  Linn 
county,  in  1883,  and  after  six  years  of  suc- 
cessful work  he  sold  out  and  went  to  Chi- 
cago, where  he  entered  Rush  Medical  Col- 
lege, graduating  in  1889,  anc*  locating  soon 
afterwards  at  Goldfield,  Wright  county.  He 
remained  there  four  years,  and  in  1893  re- 
moved to  Humboldt  county  and  continued 
his  practice  in  the  town  of  Renwick,  where 
he  still  remains,  enjoying  a  good  patron- 
age. He  has  also  invested  considerable 
money  in  real  estate,  and  at  present  owns  a 
fine  farm  of  160  acres  adjoining  the  town 
of  Renwick. 

Dr.  Cunningham  has  always  been  a  Re- 
publican in  politics,  and  in  religion  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  church.  He  be- 
longs to  the  Masonic  order,  in  Renwick,  and 
to  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  the  Modern  Wood- 
men of  America.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
State  Pharmaceutical  Association,  having 
been  a  registered  pharmacist  since  1883. 

The  doctor  was  married  October  3,  1882, 
to  Miss  Olive  A.  Blodgett,  of  Central  City. 
They  have  five  children:  Harold  S.,  born 
in  1883;  Albert  H.,  born  in  1886;  Ray  L., 
born  in  1890;  Lillian,  born  in  1892,  and 
Carl,  born  in  1896. 


CHERRY,  Amos  R.,  of  Iowa  City, 
Treasurer  of  Johnson  county,  is  one  of  the 
oldest  settlers  in  the  state,  having  come  to 
Iowa  in  1856,  forty-five  years  ago.  Even 
since  then  he  has  been  one  of  the  prominent 
farmers  of  Johnson  county.  His  father, 
Thomas  W.  Cherry,  a  farmer,  was  born  in 
Washington  county,  New  York,  October  12, 
1808,  and  was  the  son  of  Scotch  parents, 
who  came  to  the  United  States  about  1820. 
He  was  married  to  Lucinda  Robinson,  a 
native  of  the  same  county,  born  March  4, 
1810.  Her  grandparents  emigrated  from 
Holland  about  1720,  and  settled  in  Duchess 
county,  New  York.  Mr.  Cherry  died  Octo- 
ber 14,  189 1,  and  Mrs.  Cherry  February  2, 
1896. 

A.  R.  Cherry  was  born  August  24,  1840, 
on  a  farm  in  Jackson  township,  Washing- 
ton county,  New  York.  Here  among  the 
rocks  and  hills  he  grew  up,  and  was  disci- 
plined by  hard  work  in  early  life.  His  edu- 
cation was  obtained  in  the  common  schools 
of  New  York,  which  he  attended  until  the 


family  moved  to  Iowa,  and  after  that  was 
unable  to  secure  any  further  schooling.  He 
came  to  Iowa  with  his  parents  in  1856,  at 
the  age  of  16.  They  settled  near  Iowa  City, 
on  a  farm  in  Lincoln  township,  where  he 
made  his  home  for  thirty-six  years.  While 
living  here  he  held  the  office  of  township 
clerk  for  twelve  years,  and  was  also  secre- 
tary of  the  school  board.  In  1892  he  was 
elected  county  auditor  of  Johnson  county, 
and  after  serving  one  term  in  this  office,  was 
elected  county  treasurer,  the  position  he  now 
holds.  Since  coming  into  office  Mr.  Cherry 
has  made  his  home  at  Iowa  City. 

He  enlisted  September  1,  1861,  in  Com- 
pany B,  Fourteenth  Iowa  Infantry,  of  which 
he  was  elected  fifth  sergeant.  This  com- 
pany, together  with  Companies  A,  B  and 
C  of  the  same  regiment,  was  sent  to  cam- 
paign against  the  Indians  on  the  frontier. 
They  left  Iowa  City  November  1,  1861,  and 
reached  Fort  Rundell,  South  Dakota,  a 
month  later,  marching  by  way  of  Des 
Moines  and  Council  Bluffs.  Mr.  Cherry's 
company  remained  in  Dakota  during  that 
winter  and  the  following  summer,  and  was 
kept  continually  on  the  move  to  protect  scat- 
tered settlements  from  the  ravages  of  the 
Indians,  who  at  this  time  were  very  hostile. 
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The  people  of  this  thinly  populated  territory 
had  good  reason  to  fear  their  savage  ene- 
mies, for  the  Sioux  had  massacred  over  six 
hundred  people  in  Minnesota  in  August, 
1862.  After  doing  duty  at  Fort  Pierre  and 
other  important  points  in  Dakota,  Company 
B  was  transferred  in  the  spring  of  1863  to 
the  Seventh  Iowa  Cavalry,  and  in  May, 
1864,  joined  the  Northwestern  Indian  Ex- 
pedition under  General  Sully.  An  ex- 
ceedingly active  campaign  was  waged 
against  the  Sioux  that  summer,  the 
men  being  in  their  saddles  every  day 
from  May  23  until  October  19,  when 
they  returned  to  Sioux  City,  having 
ridden  over  two  thousand  miles.  Several 
bloody  battles  were  fought,  the  most 
important  being  at  Kill  Deer  Mountain  or 
Tah-cha-o-kuta,  July  28.  where  the  Indians, 
six  thousand  strong,  were  commanded  by 
Two  Bears.  One  hundred  and  fifty  Indians 
were  killed  in  this  engagement,  and  their 
camp  of  sixteen  hundred  lodges  was  de- 
stroyed. The  whites  lost  about  five  men. 
On  August  7,  8  and  9  a  battle  was  fought 
with  the  same  Indians  in  the  Bad  Lands. 
During  this  engagement  of  three  days  and 
nights,  six  hundred  Indians  lost  their  lives. 
The  company  was  mustered  out  at  Sioux 
City,  November  1,  1864. 

Mr.  Cherry  voted  with  the  Republicans 
for  over  twenty  years,  but  in  1882  he  joined 
the  democratic  party,  to  which  he  still  be- 
longs. He  is  a  firm  believer  in  the  doctrine 
of  free  silver,  and  voted  for  W.  J.  Bryan 
in  the  memorable  election  of  1896.  He  is  a 
member  of  Kosciusco  Lodge,  No.  6,  I.  O.  O. 
F.,  of  Athens  Lodge,  United  Workmen,  and 
is  president  of  Canopy  Lodge,  Iowa  Legion 
of  Honor,  and  of  the  Princes  of  Iran.  He 
was  a  member  of  Post  No.  8,  G.  A.  R.,  at 
City,  until  January,  1895,  when  he  with- 
drew, being  at  the  time  Senior  Vice  Com- 
mander. He  is  a  member  of  no  church,  and 
is  a  believer  in  the  freest  religious  liberty. 

Mr.  Cherry  was  married  January  10, 
1867,  to  Miss  Minnie  M.  McClellan.  They 
have  two  children,  a  daughter,  Lome,  Lorn 
July  4,  1868,  who  is  the  wife  of  D.  W.  Ohl, 
a  prominent  stock  dealer  and  farmer  net'-r 
Iowa  City,  and  a  son,  Eugene,  born  May  27, 
1870,  who  is  engaged  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness at  Iowa  City,  and  was  a  member  of  the 
Iowa  National  Guard,  being  captain  of  Com- 


pany   I,  Second    regiment,  afterward 
Fiftieth  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry. 


the 


CURTIS,  Charles  Franklin,  son  of 
John  S.  Curtis,  was  born  at  Oxford,  Che- 
nango county,  New  York,  April  3,  1846. 
When  he  was  about  10  years  old  his  father 
moved  to  Ogle  county,  Illinois,  and  settled 
on  a  farm  near  Rochelle.  When  he  had  re- 
ceived such  educational  advantages  as  were 
furnished  by  the  district  school  near  his 
home,  he  continued  his  studies  at  the  high 
school  in  Rochelle,  Illinois,  and  at  Eastman's 
Business  College,  Chicago,  where  he  gradu- 
ated May  15,  1866. 

Upon  his  return  from  college  his  father 
made  him  a  generous  offer  to  remain  with 
him  as  manager  of  the  farm,  but  having  a 
strong  desire  to  engage  in  some  kind  of  busi- 
ness, he  arranged  with  the  elder  Curtis  for 
a  loan  of  $1,500,  that  he  might  gratify  his 
early  ambition  to  become  a  merchant.  Im- 
mediately thereafter  he  started  west,  in  com- 
pany with  W.  G.  Hemmingway,  to  look  up 
a  suitable  location.     After  traveling  over 
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Iowa  to  quite  an  extent,  they  decided  to  lo- 
cate in  Clinton,  and  on  the  20th  of  June, 
1866,  they  commenced  active  business  in  a 
retail  grocery  store  under  the  firm  name  of 
Hemmingway  &  Curtis.  On  December  10, 
1866,  they  sold  out  their  grocery  business 
and  bought  of  Claussen  &  Thornburg  their 
two-thirds  interest  in  the  firm  of  Claussen, 
Thornburg  &  Smith,  a  small  planing  mill 
and  sash  and  door  factory,  and  commenced 
the  manufacture  of  sash  and  doors  under 
the  firm  name  of  Smith,  Hemmingway  & 
Curtis.  In  the  early  part  of  the  1867  Mr. 
Curtis'  brother,  George  M.  Curtis,  bought 
Mr.  Smith's  one-third  interest  in  the  busi- 
ness, and.  soon  after,  the  two  brothers 
bought  Mr.  Hemmingway's  interest  and 
sold  it  to  J.  E.  Carpenter. 

At  this  time  the  firm  name  was  changed 
to  Curtis  Bros.  &  Co.,  and  in  1881  they  in- 
corporated under  the  same  name,  admitting 
to  the  firm  a  third  brother,  Cornelius  S. 
Curtis,  Fowler  P.  Stone  and  George  W. 
Allen,  and  established  a  branch  factory  at 
Wausau,  Wisconsin,  with  J.  E.  Carpenter 
as  president,  C.  F.  Curtis  as  vice-president, 
G.  M.  Curtis,  secretary  and  treasurer,  and 
C.  S.  Curtis,  manager  of  the  Wausau  fac- 
tory. Since  then  they  have  established  and 
are  still  maintaining  branch  sale  houses  at 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota;  Lincoln,  Nebras- 
ka; Sioux  City,  Iowa,  and  Milwaukee,  Wis- 
consin. 

At  the  time  Mr.  Curtis  first  started  in  the 
sash  and  door  business,  the  firm  had  three 
paid  employes.  They  have  steadily  in- 
creased from  that  time  till  the  present,  when 
they  have  eight  hundred  employes  in  their 
factories  and  several  branches.  They  have 
increased  their  capacity  from  about  ten 
doors  and  twenty-five  windows,  to  1,000 
doors  and  1,500  windows  per  day,  besides 
manufacturing  other  material  which  goes  to 
make  up  the  interior  and  exterior  finish  of 
a  building.  They  have  found  sale  for  their 
product  in  nearly  every  state  and  territory 
in  the  Union  and  have  marketed  some  in 
England. 

Mr.  Curtis  was  married  on  October  1, 
1873,  to  Nancy  A.  Hosford.  Four  children 
have  l>een  born  to  them,  Mabel,  Lucy,  Edith 
and  Florence.  The  two  youngest  daughters 
are  twins.  Mabel  died  at  the  age  of  eleven 
vears. 


The  family  are  regular  attendants  upon 
the  First  Presbyterian  church  of  Clinton. 
Mr.  Curtis  is  a  member  of  a  social  and  a 
business  club,  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason, 
and  a  stockholder  and  director  in  several 
financial  and  mercantile  institutions. 


CAMPBELL,  Remer  Cain,  a  prominent 
attorney  of  Hamburg,  was  born  in  Martins- 
ville, New  Jersey,  November  8,  1860.  His 
father,  David  Campbell,  a  Scotchman,  is  a 
farmer  in  good  circumstances.  His  mother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Margaret  A.  Cain, 
was  of  English  and  Irish  extraction. 

Mr.  Campbell,  until  he  was  18  years  of 
age,  was  a  pupil  in  the  public  schools,  when 
he  took  a  course  of  English  and  Latin.  He 
began  the  study  of  law  in  1881,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  of  New  Jersey  four  years 
later.  In  July,  1885,  he  came  to  Iowa,  lo- 
cating at  Hamburg,  after  admission  to  the 
Iowa  bar,  he  entered  upon  the  practice  of 
law. 

In  politics  he  is  a  Republican  and  has 
been  honored  by  his  party  with  the  office  of 
county  attorney,  which  he  hold  from  1893 
to  1895.  He  was  also  city  attorney  of  Ham- 
burg and  was  once  a  member  of  the  board 
of  education. 

Mr.  Campbell  is  a  member  of  the  Inde- 
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pendent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  Knights  of 
Pythias  and  the  Masonic  o**der.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  church.  He  was 
married  November  28,  1888,  to  Mary  D. 
Chandler.  They  have  two  children :  Remer 
Chandler  Campbell,  born  September  20, 
1889,  and  Helen  Margaret  Campbell,  born 
June  14,  1 89 1.  Mr.  Campbell  is  one  of  the 
influential  and  promising  men  of  his  county 
and  bids  fair  to  become  a  prominent  factor 
in  the  building  up  of  his  portion  of  the 
state. 


CLARK,  Dr.  Henry  H.,  is  one  of  the 
best  known  and  loved  physicians  of  Mc- 
Gregor. A  man  in  his  prime,  with 
the  experience  that  civil  and  military  life, 
as  well  as  many  years  of  successful  medical 
practice,  have  given  him,  he  has  promise  of 
a  good  period  of  usefulness  yet  before  him, 
as  he  comes  of  stock,  both  on  Irs  father's  and 
mother's  side,  noted  for  longevity.  His 
mother,  Ellen  Wolf,  is  still  1;ving,  in  good 
health,  at  79  years  of  age,  and  his  father, 
John  K.  Clark,  a  prosperous  farmer,  had 
reached  that  advaanced  age  before  his  death, 
while  several  others  of  his  immediate  ances- 
tors lived  to  be  80  years  old. 


Dr.  Clark  was  born  October  12,  1842,  in 
Center  county,  Pennsylvania.  Brought  up 
on  a  farm,  he  was  taught  to  lend  his  assist- 
ance in  many  ways  where  a  pair  of  boyish 
hands  may  help.  He  remembers,  happily, 
earning  his  first  dollar  by  carrying  water 
for  the  harvesters  in  a  Pennsvlvania  harvest 
field.  His  early  education  commenced  in 
the  common  schools,  following  which  he 
spent  some  time  at  the  Rock  River  Semi- 
nary, and  his  medical  studies  were  taken  at 
Northwestern  University  and  Chicago  Med- 
ical College.  He  graduated  from  the  latter 
school  with  the  class  of  1870. 

His  education,  with  that  of  so  many  other 
young  men,  was  interrupted  by  the  war. 
August  9,  1862,  he  entered  the  army  as  a 
member  of  Company  G,  Ninety-second  reg- 
iment Illinois  Mounted  Infantry,  and  saw 
active  service  for  three  years  The  Ninety- 
second  regiment  was  a  part  of  the  famous 
Wilder's  brigade,  until  after  the  battle  of 
Chickamauga.  The  rest  of  the  time  in  the 
army  he  served  under  General  Kilpatrick. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  he  found  himself, 
physically  and  mentally,  in  about  the  same 
position  as  when  he  left  school  to  enter  the 
army,  so  he  took  up  his  school  work  where 
lie  had  left  it,  and  after  five  years'  hard  study 
found  himself  prepared  for  his  profession, 
but  with  shattered  health.  In  the  hope  of 
regaining  his  strength  he  came  to  McGregor 
after  his  graduation  and  commenced  the 
practice  of  medicine  there,  since  which  time 
he  has  been  closely  identified  with  the  medi- 
cal interests  of  that  part  of  the  state,  and, 
indeed,  his  reputation  has  not  been  confined 
to  northern  Iowa,  but  is  state  wide.  He 
was  for  thirteen  years  a  member  of  the  state 
board  of  health,  and  was  for  one  year  its 
president,  as  well  as  a  member  of  the  state 
board  of  medical  examiners  for  four  years. 
The  other  medical  associations  with  which 
he  has  been  connected  are :  the  Austin  Flint, 
and  North  Iowa  Societies,  American  Public 
Health  Asosciation,  etc.,  and  for  twenty 
years  he  has  been  surgeon  for  the  Chicago, 
Milwaukee  and  St.  Paul  railway. 

October  11,  1871,  saw  him  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Judith  Baugh.  Six  happy, 
healthy  children  have  blessed  this  union, 
Alice  May,  Florence  Lillian,  Harry  Harold, 
Maude  Geneva,  William  Clarence,  and  Ethel 
Baugh. 
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In  religion,  Dr.  Clark  is  a  Congregation- 
alist ;  in  politics,  a  Republicar ,  first,  last  and 
all  the  time.  He  has  been  for  ten  years  the 
commander  of  Harvey  Dix  Post,  G.  A.  R., 
which  shows  the  esteem  in  which  he  is  held 
by  his  comrades,  and  when  we  add  that  he 
is  possessed  of  the  entire  respect  of  his  col- 
leagues in  the  medical  fraternity,  we  have 
said  the  best  that  can  be  said  of  any  physi- 
cian. 


COE,  Josiah,  of  Woodbine,  Harrison 
county,  is  a  pioneer  of  western  Iowa,  com- 
ing to  that  section  of  the  state  during  the 
month  of  April,  1854.  He,  in  company 
with  a  young  man  by  the  name  of  Cyrus 
Whitmore,  followed  the  old  Mormon  trail 
from  Keokuk  to  Council  Bluffs,  and  was 
twelve  days  on  the  road.  The  first  summer 
after  his  arrival  at  this  place  he  worked  on 
a  farm  in  Boyer  township,  for  a  Mr.  Phil- 
lips, and  in  the  fall  of  1854  he  went  to  Craw- 
ford county,  where  he  bought  a  claim,  land 
not  having  yet  come  into  the  market;  but 
the  following  year,  with  a  party  of  twelve 
persons,  he  went  to  Council  Bluffs  land 
office  to  enter  his  land  at  the  government 
price  of  $1.25  per  acre;  the  party  got  to- 
gether and  gave  the  speculators  to  under- 


stand that  if  they  wanted  to  be  baptized  be- 
neath the  clay  colored  waters  of  the  Mis- 
souri river,  to  just  overbid  them  on  these 
lands,  which  they  never  did.  Mr.  Coe  never 
lived  on  that  tract  of  land,  but  traded  it  in 
1856  for  a  sixty  acre  farm  in  Boyer  town- 
ship, at  what  is  known  as  Twelve-Mile 
Grove.  This  farm  was  taken  in  exchange 
for  two  hundred  acres  in  Crawford  county. 

In  1856  he  pre-empted  a  quarter  section 
of  land,  where  he  now  lives,  and  by  break- 
ing the  prairie  and  laying  a  foundation  for 
a  house,  which  was  then  called  bona  fide 
improvements,  he  was  enabled  to  hold  his 
claim  one  year,  and  in  1857  he  paid  the  gov- 
ernment price  for  the  land. 

Early  in  the  spring  of  1855  Mr.  Coe  and 
John  Moorhead  went  to  Nebraska  with  five 
yoke  of  cattle  and  broke  one  hundred  acres 
of  land  between  Omaha  and  Florence,  at 
$4  per  acre,  and  returned  to  Harrison  county 
in  time  for  harvest.  He  had  only  five  acres 
of  wheat,  which  a  neighbor  cut  with  a  cradle, 
while  he  bound  it  up  himself.  The  same 
year  he  entered  another  forty  acres  adjoin- 
ing the  other  tract. 

Mr.  Coe  was  born  March  4,  1830,  in  Ath- 
ens county,  Ohio,  where  he  remained  under 
the  parental  roof  until  24  years  of  age,  and 
then  came  to  Iowa.  He  is  the  son  of  James 
Coe,  born  in  Connecticut  during  the  first 
year  of  the  last  century,  and  when  10  years 
of  age,  with  his  parents  emigrated  to  Ohio, 
his  father  building  the  first  mill  in  Athens 
county.  James  Coe's  wife,  the  mother  of 
Josiah  Coe,  was  Katherine  (Hulbert)  Coe, 
married  in  1823,  and  was  the  mother  of  ten 
children,  Josiah  being  the  fifth  child. 

Josiah  Coe  was  married  March  20,  1865, 
to  Miss  Jessie  Kinnis,  at  Plattsmouth,  Ne- 
braska, and  by  this  union  there  were  eight 
children,  Jeannie,  Kate,  Bertha,  George, 
Mary,  Arthur,  Jessie  and  Amy.  The  last 
named  died  March  31,  1891. 

Mrs.  Coe  was  born  in  Scotland  in  the 
town  of  Perth,  June  14,  1843,  anc*  m  l&54 
emigrated  with  her  parents  to  America,  re- 
maining in  New  York  City  until  1859,  when 
the  family  came  to  Harrison  county.  Her 
father  was  Andrew  Kinnis,  Sr.,  a  native  of 
Scotland.  The  mother  was  born  in  the 
Highlands  of  Scotland,  at  Dalquise.  They 
were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  Mrs. 
Coe  being  the  youngest.  ^ 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coe  are  members  of  the 
Christian  church.  Mrs.  Coe  was  reared  in 
the  Baptist  church,  but  finding  no  such  de- 
nomination here  at  the  time,  attached  her- 
self to  the  Christian  church  in  New  York, 
which  faith  she  still  holds. 

Politically  our  subject  is  a  staunch  sup- 
porter of  the  Republican  party.  Mr.  Coe 
spent  thirty  years  of  his  married  life  on  the 
farm,  and  a  few  years  ago  retired  from 
active  farm  life,  moving  to  Woodbine,  where 
he  enjoys  the  comforts  of  life,  after  many 
years  of  hard  labor.  His  landed  estate  com- 
prises over  thirteen  hundred  acres,  and  this 
has  been  accumulated  by  bard  work  and 
economy.  Mr.  Coe  is  president  of  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Woodbine,  which  posi- 
tion he  has  held  ever  since  the  bank  was  or- 
ganized in  1884.  He  has  been  eminently 
successful  in  all  his  undertakings  and  is  a 
fine  type  of  Iowa's  self-made  men. 


CURTISS,  Charles  Franklin,  profes- 
sor of  agriculture  and  director  of  the  gov- 
ernment experiment  station  at  the  Iowa 
Agricultural  College,  at  Ames,  is  one  of  the 
most  capable  of  the  rising  scientific  men  of 
the  west.     He  is  known  all  over  the  United 


States,  in  Canada,  and  even  in  Europe,  for 
the  original  and  important  work  that  has 
been  done  at  Ames  under  hi?  direction.  He 
is  a  product  of  Iowa,  for  though  born  in 
Nora,  Illinois,  December  12,  1863,  his  par- 
ents brought  him  to  Iowa  in  1865  and  set- 
tled in  Story  county,  where  they  have  lived 
ever  since.  His  father,  Frank  Curtiss,  traces 
his  genealogy  through  the  Pilgrim  colonists, 
to  the  old  English  stock.  For  over  twenty- 
five  years  he  has  been  one  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful farmers  in  the  state,  and  has  repre- 
sented Story  county  in  the  legislature.  The 
professor's  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Margaret  Schmidt,  comes  from  a  sturdy 
German  family  which  emigrated  to  Chicago 
at  an  early  day. 

Mr.  Curtiss  was  well  educated.  He  be- 
gan in  the  country  schools  in  Story  county, 
completed  the  course  of  the  Nevada  high 
school,  and  in  1887  graduated  from  the 
Iowa  Agricultural  College  with  high  honors. 
He  was  prominent  in  the  literary  and  Greek 
letter  societies  and  won  honorable  distinc- 
tion in  public  exercises  at  the  college.  He 
represented  his  class  in  oratorical  and  de- 
bating contests,  was  president  of  his  class 
and  editor  of  the  college  paper. 

Prof.  Curtiss  has  lived  on  and  for  the 
farm  all  his  life.  He  has  lived  all  the  time 
on  a  farm  except  when  in  college,  and  one 
year  in  a  bank.  He  paid  all  his  own  ex- 
penses through  college,  largely  by  raising 
live  stock  on  the  farm,  and  his  business  abil- 
ity has  been  the  means  of  giving  him  already 
a  good  start  in  life,  with  a  beautiful  home  in 
the  town  of  Ames.  In  January,  1891,  he 
was  elected  assistant  in  the  experiment  sta- 
tion at  the  agricultural  college,  having  been 
appointed  in  1889  Iowa  State  Agent  for  the 
United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  a 
position  he  held  four  years.  Shortly  after 
lie  went  to  the  college  as  assistant  in  the  sta- 
tion, he  was  elected  professor  of  animal  hus- 
bandry and  assistant  director  of  the  sta- 
tion. In  this  capacity  he  had  an  opportunity 
to  demonstrate  what  was  in  him.  Under 
James  Wilson  as  director  he  was  given  full 
scope  for  his  investigations,  which  have  at- 
tracted attention  and  comment  all  over  the 
world,  where  similar  work  is  going  on.  His 
writings  have  been  widely  quoted  and  he 
has  been  regularly  employed  on  two  of  the 
leading  agricultural  papers  of  the  United 
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States.  His  experiments  in  sheep  feeding 
and  breeding,  cattle  feeding,  and  swine 
breeding,  have  perhaps  been  the  most  note- 
worthy, though  some  of  the  most  valued 
fodders  have  been  discovered,  or  at  least  in- 
troduced as  practical,  by  him.  The  best 
part  of  his  work  has  been  its  thorough  prac- 
ticability. He  shows  the  farmers  what  can 
be  done  on  every  farm  with  the  proper  care, 
and  never  leads  them  into  foolish  and  ruin- 
ous experiments,  which  they  do  not  under- 
stand. All  is  made  plain.  The  station  is- 
sues a  bulletin  about  every  three  months, 
which  contains  detailed  information  about 
their  experiments,  and  is  sent  free  to  resi- 
dents of  the  state  who  ask  for  it.  Prof. 
Curtiss  is  a  recognized  authority  on  live 
stock  and  is  called  upon  all  over  the  country 
to  act  as  judge  in  live  stock  shows,  as  well 
as  to  lecture  to  farmers'  institutes  and  con- 
ventions in  this  and  other  states.  In  March. 
1897,  when  James  Wilson,  director  of  the 
station  and  professor  of  agriculture,  was  ap- 
pointed Secretary  of  Agriculture  by  Presi- 
dent McKinley,  the  trustees  of  the  college 
turned  unanimously  to  Prof.  Curtiss  as  the 
man  best  fitted  to  carry  on  the  work,  and 
their  choice  of  him  for  the  important  and 
responsible  place  was  universally  approved 
by  the  friends  of  the  college  and  all  who 
knew  the  man.  His  work  is  amply  justify- 
ing their  course.  Among  the  most  recent 
of  his  activities  for  the  benefit  of  the  farmer 
is  the  work  he  has  done  to  advance  the  beet 
sugar  industry. 

Prof.  Curtiss  has  always  been  an  aggres- 
sive Republican,  keenly  alive  to  the  interests 
of  the  party,  and  often  a  delegate  to  state 
convent:ons.  He  belongs  to  the  Masonic 
order  and  is  a  Knight  of  Pythias.  In  Ma- 
sonry he  is  a  Knight  Templar  and  a  Shriner. 
He  was  married  in  1893  to  Olive  M.  Wil- 
son, of  Keokuk  county,  a  classmate  in  col- 
lege, and  they  have  three  thildren,  Ruth,  born 
in  May,  1894,  Edith,  born  in  January,  1896, 
and  Helen,  born  in  September,  1900. 


Men,  was  born  near  Indianapolis,  Indiana, 
October  17,  1841.  His  father,  Glenn 
Clark,  was  born  in  Kentucky  in  1800, 
and  was  a  pioneer  settler  in  Johnson 
county.  Clark  township  and  Clarksburg  in 
that  county  were  named  for  him.  James  S. 
Clark  spent  the  early  years  of  his  life  on  a 
farm  in  the  state  of  his  birth,  but  came  west 
and  was  a  student  in  college  at  Mt.  Pleasant, 
Iowa,  at  the  outbreak  of  the  war.  In  April, 
1 86 1,  he  volunteered  as  a  private  in  Co  "F"~ 
of  the  First  Iowa  Infantry,  and  afterwards 
was  made  captain  of  Co  "C"  in  the  Thirty- 
fourth  Iowa  Infantry.  While  yet  a 
member  of  the  First  he  took  part  in  the 
noted  battle  of  Wilson's  Creek,  where  the 
gallant  and  brave  General  Lyon  fell.  As 
lieutenant  and  captain,  respectively,  he  par- 
ticipated with  the  boys  of  the  old  Thirty- 
fourth  in  seventeen  battles  and  sieges.  On 
the  afternoon  of  the  day  on  which  Lee  sur- 
rendered he  led  his  command  in  a  desperate 
charge  on  the  forts  at  Mobile,  Alabama. 
He  is  historian  of  the  regiment,  and  has 
published  a  complete  and  intensely  interest 
ing  history  of  that  organization  from  the 
time  of  its  enlistment  till  its  discharge.  The 
work  will  be  of  incalculable  value  in  pre- 
serving for  future  generations  the  deeds  of 


CLARK,  Captain  James  S.,  of  Des 
Moines,  President  of  the  Anchor  Fire  In- 
surance company,  of  Des  Moines,  and 
pres:'dent  of  the  Iowa  Alliance  of  Insurance 
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val<:r  performed  by  brave  men  in  defense 
of  "Old  Glory."  He  is  President  of  the 
Regimental  AssociatVn  of  the  First  Iowa, 
and  has  published  a  sketch  of  General  Lyon 
and  "The  Fight  for  Missiouri." 

Captain  Clark  graduated  from  the  clas- 
sical course  of  the  Ohio  Wesleyan  Univer- 
sity in  1868,  and  from  the  law  department 
of  the  Iowa  State  1'niversity  the  year  fol- 
lowing as  valedictorian  of  his  class.  He  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  law  at  Des  Moines 
in  1870,  and  continued  until  180/),  at  which 
time  he  was  elected  secretary  of  the  Des 
Moines  Insurance  company. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  well-known  law 
firm  of  Cole,  McYey  &  Clark.  Under  his 
supervision  the  company  has  been  led  t  >  the 
very  front  rank  of  Western  insurance  com- 
pan'es.  He  is  an  illustrious  prototype  of  the 
self-made  man,  prompt,  energetic,  steadfast 
in  purpose  and  untiring  in  his  efforts  to  ad- 
vance the  interests  of  the  concern  of  which 
he  is  the  business  head.  He  is  a  man  of 
fine  scholarly  attainments,  having  earned 
the  degrees  of  B.  A..  M  A.  and  LL.  B.  He 
is  a  member  of  Beta  Theta  Pi,  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic.  Loyal  Legion  and 
the  Masonic  order,  and  belongs  to  the  Con- 
gregate »nal  church.  He  is  connected  with 
the  alumni  of  two  colleges.  He  affiliates 
with  the  Republican  party.  He  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Fannie  Page  at  Iowa  City  Oc- 
tober 18.  1876.  They  have  six  children, 
three  boys  and  three  girls. 


COOK.  Cor.  Thomas  Z..  was  one  of  the 
patriots  whose  brave  efforts  preserved  Kan- 
sas from  the  blighting  curse  of  slavery,  and 
he  was  the  first  man  in  Cedar  Rapids  to 
volunteer  when  the  first  call  for  troops  came 
immediately  after  the  firing  on  Fort  Sump- 
ter.  He  was  lx>rn  in  Argyle,  Washington 
county.  New  York,  on  Septeml>er  23,  1834. 
H>  father.  Dr.  Robert  Co<  k.  was  l>orn 
mi  Lansingburg.  Rennselaer  county.  New 
York,  in  1775.  just  as  the  Revolutionary 
war  l>egan,  and  his  father  was  one  of  the 
first  to  rally  at  his  country's  call.  Rol>ert 
Cook  received  a  classical  education  at  Ar- 
gvle  school.  New  l'ork,  and  afterward 
studied  medicine.  In  1807  he  married 
Klizaheth  Sutherland  of  Montreal,  f'-mad.-i. 


and  was  the  father  of  ten  children,  the 
youngest  being  Thomas,  the  subject  of  thi> 
sketch.  His  parents  removed  to  New  Y  »rk 
City,  where  Thomas  spent  his  vr.urh  and 
received  a  liberal  education  and  s  i:^e  busi- 
ness training.  In  his  early  mar.bo  d  he 
became  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  k,:n 
sas  and  shared  the  hardships  and  -Iwgers 
incident  to  that  period.  He  took  ar  active 
part  in  the  anti-slavery  struggle  which  made 
Kansas  a  free  state.  From  Kansas  he  c«\me 
to  Cedar  Rapids.  Iowa,  in  1855  at"'  en~ 
gaged  in  mercantile  business  until  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  Rebellion  in  1861.     Ifc  w.is 


the  first  man  to  volunteer  in  Linn  c  .pnty 
and,  although  he  enlisted  as  a 'private,  up  »n 
the  organization  of  the  First  Iowa  infant -*• 
volunteers  he  was  elected  captain  of  Con,, 
pany  K.  During  the  early  battles  of  the 
campaign  Captain  Cook  demonstrate'!  *>is 
fearless  bravery  at  the  memorable  battle  « »f 
Wilson's  Creek,  where  the  lamented  doner;*  1 
Lyon  fell  mortally  wounded  into  his  ams. 
Captain  Cook  never  lost  his  coolness  nn«l 
presence  of  mind,  but  encouraged  the  men 
bv  his  own  ewmple  and  saved  them  lr%  .-m 
demoralization  and  defeat.  There  wn>  *  > 
man  on  that  bloody  field  who  did  more  s»~»i- 
lant  service  than  Captain  Cook.     The    f.  .i- 
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lowing  is  an  extract  from  a  letter  written 
by  Colonel  William  H.  Merritt  of  the  First 
Iowa:  "Marshall  Ney,  denominatea  by 
Napoleon  as  'bravest  of  the  brave/  nevei 
bore  a  truer  soldier  heart  or  felt  a  livelier 
sense  of  pride  over  the  gallant  deeds  of  the 
'Old  Guard'  than  did  Captain  T.  Z.  Cook 
over  the  equally  gallant  deeds  of  Company 
K.  His  dash  and  gallantry  on  the  field  of 
battle,  when  shot  and  shell  were  thickest, 
was  not  excelled,  if  equaled,  by  any  officer 
under  my  eye."  Horace  Greeley  was  a  life- 
long friend  of  the  Cook  family,  and  in  a 
letter  to  Mrs.  A.  F.  Allen  (sister  of  Cap- 
tain Cook)  just  after  the  battle  of  Wilson's 
Creek  he  said:  "Tell  Captain  Tom  when 
you  write  to  him  that  I  send  my  grateful 
acknowlebgment  to  him  and  all  who  fought 
with  him  in  that  fierce  battle  near  Spring- 
field. It  is  the  only  combat  of  the  campaign 
so  far  that  has  reflected  real  credit  on  our 
arms :  however,  I  hope  there  are  many  just 
ahead."  After  the  end  of  this  short  cam- 
paign Cook  was  chosen  Lieutenant  Colonel 
of  the  Eighteenth  Iowa  infantry  and  served 
three  years  longer.  The  following  are  the 
principal  battles  in  which  he  fought:  Car- 
thage, Mo..  June  5,  1861 ;  Booneville,  June 
17.  1861  ;  Fayetteville,  Ark.,  July  14,  1862, 
October  28,  1862  and  April  18,  1863;  New- 
t:»nin.  Mo.,  September  30.  1862,  and  Spring- 
field, Mo.,  January  7,  and  8.  1863.  After  the 
close  of  the  war  Colonel  Cook  established  a 
cjueensware  store  at  Cedar  Rapids,  and  on 
June  11.  1867,  he  was  married  to  Mary 
Connelly  of  that  city.  In  1878  he  t<x>k  into 
partnership  in  his  business  a  young  man 
who  had  long  been  a  trusted  employe.  Mr. 
A.  S.  Laurence.  Samuel  Craighead  Cook, 
Colonel  Cook's  only  son,  is  now  associated 
with  Mr.  Laurence  under  the  name  of  T.  Z. 
Cook  &  Laurence  Co.  Colonel  Cook's 
daughter  is  now  Mrs.  Margaret  K.  Cook 
Crown  of  Jamestown,  New  York. 


CAMPBELL,  Scott  Carmino,  of  Car- 
son, is  a  direct  descendant  of  the  Artrvle, 
Scotland  branch  of  the  Campbell  family, 
of  whom  George  Douglass  Campbell,  eighth 
Duke  of  Argyle,  whose  son,  the  Marquis  of 
Lome,  married  a  daughter  of  Queen  Vic- 
toria, is  now  the  head.     Archibald  Camp- 


bell, fourth  Earl  of  Argyle,  was  the  first 
Scottish  nobleman  to  declare  himself  a 
Protestant.  The  house  of  Campbell  took  a 
prominent  part  in  the  overthrow  of  Charles 
the  First,  and  in  the  later  struggle  between 
James  the  Second  and  William  the  Third 
espoused  the  cause  of  the  latter  and  did 
valiant  service  in  his  behalf.  Archibald 
Campbell,  ninth  Earl  of  Argyle,  is  justly 
regarded  as  the  greatest  of  the  name.  He 
was  murdered  by  King  James  under  pre- 
tender form  of  law,  but  no  man  ever  ex- 
hibited on  the  scaffold  higher  moral  cour- 
age or  nobler  Christian  spirit  in  behalf  of 


religious  and  civil  liberty  than  he.  It  was 
during  these  civil  and  religious  dissensions 
when  the  Campbell  women  even  were  cruel- 
ly branded  and  driven  into  exile  that  the 
family  began  to  emigrate  to  America 
Among  the  first  to  arrive  in  America  was 
Robert  Campbell,  who  in  1681  settled  at 
New  London,  Connecticut,  and  established 
the  first  Presbyterian  church  in  that  state. 
Afterwards  the  family  moved  to  Mansfield, 
Connecticut,  from  whence  in  1800  Mr. 
Campbell's  great-grandfather,  Peter  Camp- 
bell, moved  to  Vermont.  His  grandfather, 
Horace  Campbell,  served  in  the  regular 
armv  in  the  war  of  181 2,  and  afterwards 
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was  an  officer  in  the  Vermont  militia.  Scott 
Carmino  Campbell,  is  a  son  of  John  Wood 
Campbell  of  Rochester,  Windsor  county, 
Vermont,  a  man  of  untiring,  restless  en- 
ergy, who  shows  no  disposition  to  retire,  al- 
though advanced  in  years.  By  occupation 
he  is  a  farmer  in  fair  financial  circum- 
stances, whose  chief  ambition  has  been  to 
give  his  children  a  good  education  as  the 
best  equipment  for  the  struggle  of  life.  He 
has  been  a  prominent  citizen  of  his  town, 
having  held  nearly  all  town  offices  and  rep- 
resented his  district  in  the  State  Legisla- 
ture. He  married  Philinda  Hubbard,  one 
of  the  most  self-sacrificing  and  unselfish  of 
women,  whose  whole  life  and  energy  was 
devoted  to  the  care  of  her  children.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  Abel  Hubbard,  and 
her  ancestors  fought  in  the  Revolution. 

Scott  C.  Campbell  was  born  at  Rochester, 
Windsor  county,  Vermont,  March  10,  185 1. 
His  education  began  in  the  common  schools 
and  he  prepared  for  college  at  Goddard 
Seminary,  Barre,  Vermont.  He  entered 
Tuft's  College,  near  Boston,  Massachusetts, 
in  the  fall  of  1874,  and  graduated  with  the 
class  of  '78  with  the  degree  of  A.  B.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Theta  Delta  Chi  Greek 
letter  society,  in  which  he  at  one  time  held 
the  highest  local  office  and  delivered  the 
address  to  his  class  on  "Class  Day."  His 
father  assisted  him  in  preparing  for  college, 
but  he  was  obliged  to  borrow  $i,ooq  to 
carry  him  through  the  college  course,  and 
it  was  for  the  purpose  of  earning  money 
to  pay  this  debt  that  he  came  to  Iowa,  ar- 
riving in  Harlan,  Shelby  county,  in  the 
spring  of  1870  with  but  $12  in  his  pocket 
and  nothing  definite  in  view.  He  went  out 
into  the  country  and  obtained  a  school,  and 
at  the  close  of  the  term  secured  employment 
in  the  town.  He  left  Harlan  and  went  to 
Emerson,  Mills  county,  January  1,  1880 
where  he  took  the  principalship  of  the  Em- 
erson school,  completed  that  year  and  tnught 
the  next,  in  the  meantime  reading  law  all 
his  spare  time  in  the  office  of  Frank  Shinn, 
now  of  Carson.  He  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  at  Glen  wood  in  the  fall  of  1881.  Soon 
afterward  he  had  an  opportunity  to  go  into 
the  banking  business,  and  decided  to  adopt 
that  business  in  preference  to  the  law.  He 
became  cashier  and  manager  of  the  Bank  of 
Carson  in  December,   1881,  which  position 


he  has  held  ever  since.  In  connection  with 
Mr.  Mosley  Chase  of  Mills  county  he 
opened  the  first  bank  in  Carson  shortly  after 
the  railroad  entered,  and  they  have  built  up 
an  increasing  and  satisfactory  business. 
Since  his  location  in  Carson  Mr.  Campbell 
has  occupied  a  prominent  position  in  the 
community  and  has  been  closely  identified 
with  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  town. 

Mr.  Campbell  has  always  worked  and 
voted  with  the  Republican  party,  but  has 
not  sought  office  and  has  never  held  any 
but  offices  of  local  character.  He  becomes 
less  partisan  as  he  grows  older,  and  what- 
ever political  aspirations  he  might  otherwise 
have  had  have  been  chilled  by  the  mercenary 
motives  often  manifested  and  the  degrading 
political  methods  necessary  to  success  in 
the  present  condition  of  society  and  the 
times.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  and  is  eligible  to  membership  in 
the  Sons  of  the  Revolution. 

He  has  lately  devoted  some  of  his  time 
to  lecturing  along  his  special  line  of  study 
and  research.  He  gave  three  lectures  in 
the  winter  of  1898-99  and  one  in  1899- 1900 
in  Omaha  on  "The  Origin  and  Destiny  of 
the  Anglo-Saxon  Race,"  concerning  which, 
especially  its  origin,  he  holds  views  quite  at 
a  variance  with  the  generally  accepted  and 
so-called  authorities.  According  to  Mr. 
Campbell's  views  as  to  their  destiny  people 
are  now  getting  a  faint  conception,  from 
facts  already  crystallized,  of  what  he  real- 
ized years  ago  from  a  study  of  history,  both 
sacred  and  secular.  His  lectures  have  at- 
tracted attention,  especially  by  reason  of  his 
"peculiar"  views. 

Mr.  Campbell  was  married  September  7, 
1886,  to  Miss  Ida  M.  Perry,  daughter  of 
William  W.  and  Rebecca  Perry,  formerly 
of  Burlington,  Iowa.  His  wife  is  a  woman 
of  strong  character  and  of  many  accom- 
plishments and  graces  of  mind  and  person. 
They  have  three  children:  Kent  Perry, 
born  September  5,  1887;  Claud  Melnotte, 
horn  Julv  2,  1891,  and  Lloyd  Hubbard,  born 
October  23,  1893. 


CASS,  Stephen  F.,  the  most  prominent 
citizen  of  Sumner,  died  at  his  home  in  that 
place   Sunday,   March    n,    1900,   aged   61 
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years,  i  month  and  1 1  days.  He  was  born 
in  Prescott  county,  Canada,  January  31, 
1839,  and  came  with  his  parents  to  Wis- 
consin in  i860  and  the  following  year  was 
married  to  Miss  Martha  Wilcox,  who  sur- 
vives him..  Six  children  were  born  to  them, 
four  of  whom  are  now  living.  They  are 
Joseph  F.,  born  July  31,  1863;  Louis  S., 
born  May  6,  1865;  Eugene  L.,  born  May 
29,  1869,  and  Claudius  D.,  born  June  23, 
1880.  Two  other  sons  died,  one  at  the  age 
of  3  months,  and  the  other  at  \l/2  years. 
Mr.  Cass  had  a  good  common  school  edu- 
cation,   and    in     1864    took    a    course    in 


Bryant  &  Stratton's  Commercial  College  in 
Ogdensburg,  New  York.  In  1865  he  set- 
tled in  Sumner  township,  Bremer  county, 
Iowa.  He  had  earned  the  money  to  secure 
his  business  education  by  breaking  up  brush 
land  in  Wisconsin,  where  he  put  in  three 
years  of  very  hard  work  and  saved  $600. 
Arrived  in  Iowa,  he  bought  five  acres  of 
land  and  with  a  capital  of  $350  started  a 
little  store.  A  prosperous  little  town  soon 
grew  up  around  it  and  under  the  name  of 
Cassville  it  became  quite  a  business  point 
until  1875,  when  all  the  buildings  were 
moved  to  Sumner  in  the  hope  of  securing  a 
railroad.  The  history  of  the  town  of  Sum- 
ner is  largely  the  story  of  this  man's  busy 


and  progressive  life.  He  was  always  at  the 
head  of  public  enterprises,  and  besides  the 
numerous  important  private  enterprises 
which  he  carried  on  he  was  foremost  in 
every  movement  to  secure  public  improve- 
ments. He  developed  the  resources  of  the 
country,  furnished  employment  to  labor — 
in  short,  did  everything  that  a  strong  man 
could  do  to  build  up  the  town  and  advance 
the  interests  of  the  surrounding  country. 
He  prospered  on  every  side.  He  retired 
from  his  mercantile  business  in  1880  and 
devoted  himself  to  banking  and  real  estate 
and  other  investments.  In  that  year  he 
started  the  Bank  of  Sumner  with  a  capital 
of  $200,000.  He  was  president  of  this 
bank,  and  also  of  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Grant's  Pass,  Oregon,  where  he  had 
large  interests.  He  had  large  real  estate 
interests  in  Bremer  county  and  the  sur- 
rounding counties  and  in  Wisconsin  and 
Oregon,  and  he  erected  and  owned  sev- 
eral of  the  best  business  blocks  in  Sumner. 
Mr.  Cass  was  every  man's  friend.  He  had 
a  kindly  word  for  every  one,  and  drew  no 
social  lines  and  was  the  best  known  and 
most  popular  man  in  his  town,  because  he 
had  done  so  much  for  it.  His  sudden  death 
from  pneumonia  was  the  occasion  of  uni- 
versal mourning  in  the  section  of  the  state 
where  he  had  labored  so  long  and  so  well. 
His  funeral  was  attended  by  hundreds  of 
people,  who  came  for  miles  around  from  the 
surrounding  country  and  neighboring  towns 
to  pay  the  last  tribute  of  respect  to  their 
neighbor  and  friend.  The  Masonic  order, 
of  which  Mr.  Cass  was  a  member,  had 
charge  of  the  services. 


CONNOLLY,  Thomas,  resides  at  No. 
1637  Iowa  street,  Dubuque.  He  was  born 
in  Ireland  March  2,  1837,  and  with  his  pa- 
rents left  that  country  when  four  years  of 
age.  Arriving  at  New  Orleans  after  a  voiage 
of  eight  weeks,  the  family  proceeded  up  the 
Mississippi  river  to  Iowa,  locating  for  a 
short  time  at  Dubuque.  In  1842  they  set- 
tled permanently  on  a  farm  in  Jackson 
county,  where  his  father  died  when  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  nine  years  old.  The 
first  eleven  years  of  his  life  after  coming 
to  Iowa  were  spent  on  the  family  farm.  The 
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dull  winter  months  were  taken  advantage 
of  to  acquire,  as  far  as  possible,  an  educa- 
tion at  the  district  school,  which  was  a  dis- 
tance of  over  four  miles  from  his  home. 
His  first  money  was  earned  by  hoeing  corn 
"by  the  job"  for  a  farmer  who  arranged  the 
price,  calculating  that  the  boy  should  earn, 
by  hard  work,  25  cents  per  day;  but  with 
his  characteristic  energy  he  completed  four 
times  the  amount  of  work,  to  the  surprise 
of  his  employer.  In  his  sixteenth  year 
young  Connolly  left  the  farm  and  went  to 
Dubuque  to  learn  the  wagon  and  carriage 
trade,  and  such  remarkable  progress  did  he 
make  that  before  he  was  18  years  of  age 
he  was  foreman  of  the  largest  establishment 
in  the  state.  When  he  became  of  age,  in 
1858,  he  decided  to  go  into  business  for 
himself,  and  was  fortunate  enough  to  se- 
cure a  wagon  and  carriage  plant  that  had 
been  left  idle  by  the  financial  crash  of  1857. 
He  paid  25  per  cent  interest  for  the  money 
required  to  make  the  first  payment  upon 
this  property  and  made  his  business  a  suc- 
cess in  spite  of  obstacles  and  difficulties 
which  might  have  seemed  insurmountable  to 
others.  About  two  yeais  after  commencing 
business  his  factory  and  entire  stock  were 
burned  without  a  dollar  of  insurance  to  mit- 
igate the  loss.     His  townsmen  by  this  time 


began  to  realize  what  sort  of  a  man  he  was, 
and  offered  him  donations  sufficient  to  re- 
build his  factory.  These  kind  offers  were, 
however,  declined,  as  he  was  confident  of  his 
ability  to  succeed  without  assistance.  His 
business  was  soon  under  way  again,  and 
even  more  successfully  than  before,  and  for 
sixteen  years  continued  to  grow  and  ex- 
pand. He  employed  none  but  the  best 
workmen,  used  only  the  best  materials,  and 
produced  a  grade  of  vehicles  that  were  in 
great  demand.  January  10,  1875,  his  fac- 
tory and  stock  were  again  entirely  de- 
stroyed, entailing  a  loss  of  $76,000,  but  this 
time  the  plant  was  partially  insured.  On 
June  29  of  the  same  year,  while  occupying 
temporary  quarters  with  a  new  stock  of 
goods,  he  was  again  burned  out,  and  this 
time  without  insurance.  He  was  thus  left 
after  eighteen  years  of  business  with  neither 
plant  nor  stock,  but,  undaunted  by  misfor- 
tunes which  the  average  man  would  sink 
beneath,  he  established  himself  in  the  same 
business  and  built  up  a  name  and  a  trade 
second  to  none  in  the  West.  His  goods 
have  a  market  East,  West,  North  and  South 
and  he  has  made  a  signal  success  of  his  busi- 
ness. His  name  on  a  carriage  came  to  be  a 
guarantee  of  the  highest  worth  and  finest 
quality  of  workmanship.  Even  his  com- 
petitors in  the  same  business  accord  him 
the  highest  praise  as  a  builder,  and  their 
feelings  have  alwavs  been  those  of  friend- 
ship and  respect,  rather  than  jealousy  and 
dislike.  During  the  forty  years  of  his  bus- 
iness career  Mr.  Connolly  has  never  had 
the  slightest  trouble  nor  dissatisfaction 
among  his  employes,  and  never  a  week  has 
passed  without  the  full  payment  of  their 
wages.  Mr.  Connolly  is  president  of  the 
Bank  and  Insurance  Building  company, 
which  has  erected  one  of  the  finest  office 
buildings  in  the  state.  He  is  also  president 
of  the  Dubuque  Fire  and  Marine  Insurance 
company,  one  of  the  most  successful  com- 
panies in  Iowa,  and  has  been  a  director  of 
the  Iowa  Trust  and  Savings  bank  from 
its  foundation.  For  the  past  fifteen  years 
he  has  been  vice  president  of  the  National 
Carriage  Builders'  Association  of  the 
United  States  and  has  frequently  been  urged 
to  accept  the  presidency  of  that  organiza- 
tion. 

In    politics    Mr.    Connolly    has    usually 
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taken  the  Democratic  side  and  voted  that 
ticket,  but  he  is  very  independent  and  is 
inclined  to  value  principles  above  party.  He 
has  constantly  refused  office  for  himself. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic  church,  of 
a  broad  and  liberal  spirit,  and  is  as  much 
respected  by  the  people  of  other  denomina- 
tions as  by  his  own.  He  was  married  in 
1874  to  Ellen  Frances  Brown,  daughter  of 
the  late  Maurice  Brown.  They  have  three 
children:  Anna  Genevieve,  born  April, 
1875:  Maurice  F.,  born  March  13,  1877, 
and  Eleanor  M.,  born  November  27,  1887. 
Anna  was  educated  at  the  Georgetown  con- 
vent in  Washington,  D.  C. ;  Maurice  gradu- 
ated in  1897  at  Cornell  University  and  won 
distinction  as  one  of  the  foremost  speakers 
and  debaters  in  the  institution.  He  was  se- 
lected by  the  president  of  Cornell  from  the 
2,000  students  of  that  institution  to  address 
the  school  children  of  Chicago  on  the  an- 
niversary of  Washington's  birthday  at  the 
celebration  held  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Union  League  Club  in  1897. 


CARPENTER,  David  Reese,  of  Olin,  is 
a  lineal  descendant  of  one  of  the  early  set- 
tlers of  America,  who  came  over  in  the  same 
ship  with  William  Penn  and  settled  in  Penn- 
sylvania. Emanuel  Carpenter  and  his  son, 
Emanuel  Carpenter,  Jr..  grandfather  and 
great-grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  were  soldiers  in  the  patriot  army  in 
the  war  of  the  American  Revolution.  They 
enlisted  in  Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania, 
and  the  records  also  show  that  the  Carpen- 
ter family  in  that  county  furnished  thirteen 
soldiers  for  the  Revolutionary  army.  One 
hranch  of  the  family  removed  to  Fairfield 
county.  Ohio,  and  purchased  land  of  the  In- 
dians, who  then  had  possession.  In  thus 
buying  they  paid  a  stipulated  price  for  as 
much  land  as  they  could  walk  around  in  a 
day,  and  the  lands  so  bought  are  now  a  con- 
siderable part  of  the  city  of  Lancaster.  Ezra 
Carpenter,  the  father  of  David,  was  one  of 
the  first  white  children  born  in  Fairfield 
county,  Ohio.  He  was  born  March  6,  1803, 
and  when  he  grew  to  manhood  became  a 
manufacturer  of  woolen  goods  and  built  a 
factorv  in  Fairfield  county,  which  he  oper- 
ated from  1832  to  1850.     He  was  Colonel 


of  a  regiment  of  the  Ohio  state  militia  for 
a  number  of  years  and  took  an  active  part 
in  politics  as  an  old  line  Whig.  Later  in 
life  he  engaged  in  farming  and  wool  grow- 
ing in  Ohio,  Iowa  and  Missouri.  The  maid- 
en name  of  David  R.  Carpenter's  mother 
was  Sarah  Reese  and  her  parents  removed 
from  Virginia  to  the  town  m  of  Lancaster, 
Ohio,  in  an  early  day,  when  there  were  but 
three  cabins  in  that  place.  She  was  born 
Xovember  17,  1804,  and  married  May  23, 
1824.  Her  father,  David  Reese,  was  in  an 
early  day  a  General  in  the  Ohio  state  mili- 
tia. David  R.  Carpenter  wa  .  born  in  Dela- 
ware county,  Ohio,  June  28,  1825,  aVid  while 
he  was  an  infant  his  parents  moved  to  Fair- 
field county,  Ohio.  His  early  education  was 
received  in  a  log  school  house  furnished 
with  puncheon  benches  for  writing  desks; 
holes  were  lx^red  in  the  walls,  pegs  driven 
in  these  and  a  plank  laid  across  them.  The 
grading  in  this  school  was  not  according  to 
proficiency,  but  strictly  according  to  size; 
the  largest  children  sitting  on  the  high 
benches,  and  the  smaller  ones  on  the  low 
lynches.  This  school  was  not  public,  but 
was  maintained  by  private  contributions  and 
scholars  were  so  numerous  that  an  assist- 
ant teacher  was  required. 
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Young  Carpenter  worked  In  his  father's 
woolen  factory  until  he  was  26  years  of  age, 
when  he  bought  a  small  farm  in  Ohio,  and 
since  that  time  has  been  interested  in  farm- 
ing. He  came  to  Jones  county,  Iowa,  in 
the  fall  of  1853,  when  that  county  was  very 
new,  and  purchased  a  small  farm  in  Rome 
township,  to  which  he  moved  his  family  in 
1854.  In  1855  he  commenced  business  in 
the  village  of  Rome,  now  Olin,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Mershon  &  Carpenter,  carry- 
ing a  stock  of  general  merchandise.  This 
business  continued  for  several'  years,  but  was 
finally  sold  out.  In  i865  Mr  Oiroenter 
went  into  the  same  line  of  business  alone 
and  continued  it  until  March,  1882,  when 
he  took  into  partnership  his  son,  L.  M.  Car- 
penter, and  stepson,  K.  T.  Lamb,  under  the 
firm  name  of  D.  R.  Carpenter  &  Co.,  and 
the  business  was  continued  under  this  man- 
agement unt'l  1886  He  then  took  into  the 
firm  another  stenson,  C.  C.  Lamb,  and  re- 
tired from  active  business  himself. 

Mr.  Carpenter  was  married  in  Union 
countv,  Ohio,  January  2,  185 1,  to  Chris- 
tiana Mershon  and  they  bad  four  children : 
Asael  Ezra,  now  a  res;dent  of  Franklin 
county,  Kansas:  Lewis  Mershon,  liviner  in 
Jones  countv;  Sarah  Matilda,  who  died  in 
infancy,  and  Lillie  A.  Carpenter,  who  died 
in  her  twentieth  year.  His  first  wife  died  in 
1861  and  in  August  1865  he  married 
to  Marv  J.  Lamb,  widow  of  Jacob  Lamb. 
Since  retirine  from  tue  mercantile  business 
Mr.  Carpenter  has  devoted  h»s  entire  time 
to  his  farming  interests.  Since  the  election 
of  1 8s6.  when  he  voted  for  John  C.  Fre- 
mont. ^Tr.  Carpenter  has  always  voted  the 
Republican  ticket. 


CROW,  Henry  Harrison,  of  Rolfe, 
Pocahontas  county,  was  born  October  8, 
1856,  near  Norwalk,  Warren  county,  Iowa, 
in  a  two-roomed  log  house  on  the  edge  of 
the  timber  near  the  little  town  on  North 
river,  and  has  never  had  a  desire  to  leave 
the  state  permanentlv.  His  father,  William 
Crow,  was  born  in  Kentucky  of  Scotch- 
Irish  parents,  and  removed  to  Illinois  in 
early  !>oyhood.  His  mother's  maiden  name 
was  Sarah  Jane  Kelley.  She  was  born  in 
Ohio,  her  father  being  of  Scotch-Irish  de- 


scent and  her  mother  a  Pennsylvania  Dutch 
woman.  They  came  to  Warren  county, 
Iowa,  fifty  years  ago,  making  the  trip  in  a 
covered  wagon.  They  still  live  on  the  farm 
settled  upon  by  them  at  that  time,  where 
they  have  one  of  the  finest  homes  in  War- 
ren county. 

Henry  Harrison  Crow  received  his  early 
education  in  the  district  school.  When  he 
had  gained  sufficient  knowledge  he  engaged 
»n  teaching,  and  followed  that  avocation  and 
farming  alternately  to  earn  money  with 
which  to  give  himself  a  higher  education. 
He  attended  the  Baptist  College  in  Des 
Moines  for  two  years  while  that  institution 
was  under  the  management  of  Professors 
Nash  and  Mott.  In  1879  he  graduated 
from  the  Iowa  Business  College  of  Des 
Moines.  It  must  be  understood  that  this 
schooling  was  not  received  continuously, 
but  only  as  he  could  earn  money  to  pay  his 
way  for  a  term  or  more  at  a  time.  As  his 
means  would  become  exhausted  he  would  go 
into  the  harvest  field  or  country  school  room 
and  work  and  save  to  carry  himself  through 
another  term.  He  entered  the  law  office  of 
Holmes  &  Reynolds  at  Boone  and  read  law 
for  nine  months,  and  in  the  winter  of  1881 
was  matriculated  in  the  law  department  of 
the  Iowa  State  University.  Following  his 
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graduation  in  1882,  he  went  to  Illinois  to 
earn  money  with  which  to  withstand  the 
starvation  period  experienced  by  young  at- 
torneys who  are  obliged  to  begin  their  pro- 
fessional career  with  no  capital  aside  from 
a  fund  of  legal  knowledge,  fn  the  fall  of 
1883  he  located  at  Paullina  and  was  in  act- 
ive practice  there  till  1897,  when  he  was 
obliged  to  give  up  his  profession  on  ac- 
count of  poor  health.  He  built  up  a  lucra- 
tive practice  in  the  courts  of  O'Brien  and 
adjoining  counties,  and  the  records  of 
the  supreme  court  show  that  he  had  a  large 
amount  of  business  there.  Mr.  Crow  is  a 
Republican,  and  was  frequntly  seen  in  the 
councils  held  by  the  leaders  of  that  party 
in  his  county,  having  been  county  chairman 
several  times.  He  is  not  a  member  of  any 
club  or  society.  He  has  a  most  estimable 
wife  and  lovely  daughter,  and  he  prefers 
to  give  all  the  time  he  can  apare  from  his 
professional  duties  to  enjoying  their  society. 
On  account  of  poor  health  he  sold  out  his 
business  in  Paullina  in  the  fall  of  1898.  His 
wife's  maiden  name  was  Rusanna  Master- 
son.  They  were  married  July  3,  1886.  She 
was,  previous  to  her  marriage,  a  teacher  of 
fine  ability  and  long  experience.  She  served 
in  the  capacity  of  bookkeeper  and  typewriter 
to  her  husband,  and  in  overseeing  in  a  gen- 
eral way  his  accounts,  correspondence,  etc., 
during  the  last  two  years  he  was  in  prac- 
tice. They  have  but  one  child,  Vasie,  born 
November  21,  1887,  and  she  is  a  veritable 
bookworm.  On  account  of  poor  health  Mr. 
Crow  has  not  been  able  to  do  anything  for 
some  time,  and  on  this  account  his  wife  has 
returned  to  her  old  profession,  that  of 
teaching  in  the  fall  of  1898,  having  se- 
cured a  position  in  the  school  of  Rolfe,  at 
which  place  she  now  holds  the  position  of 
assistant  principal  of  the  high  school,  and 
the  fanrly  resides  there. 


CLARK,  Edward  Fessenden,  of  Coun- 
cil Bluffs,  is  a  son  of  Lincoln  Clark,  who 
was  a  well  known  lawyer  and  prominent 
pioneer  in  this  state,  who  sett/ed  in  Dubuque 
in  1847.  serving  several  terms  in  the  Legis- 
lature and  taking  a  prominent  part  in  fram- 
ing" the  earlv  laws  of  the  state.  He  was  an 
active  member  of  the  Democrats  party  un- 


til 1861,  and  represented  his  district  in  Con- 
gress in  1852-53.  From  the  beginning  of 
the  Rebellion  Judge  Clark  was  a  strong  sup- 
porter of  the  Union  and  held  a  government 
appointment  in  Chicago  under  Abraham 
Lincoln.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
First  Presbyterian  church  in  Dubuque,  was 
an  elder  for  forty  years,  and  was  instrumen- 
tal in  uniting  the  two  factions  of  that  church 
known  as  the  "New"  and  "Old"  school. 
Lincoln  Clark  was  a  graduate  of  Amherst 
College  and  a  descendant  of  Thomas  Clark, 
who  was  mate  on  the  ship  "Anne,"  and  set- 
tled at  Plymouth,  Massachusetts,  in  1621. 
For  many  years  Thomas  Clark  was  clerk  of 
the  town  of  Plymouth  and  was  active  in  or- 
ganizing that  and  several  Puritan  settle- 
ments. 

Edward  F.  Clark's  grandfather  was  a 
farmer  in  Franklin  county,  Massachusetts, 
and  his  grandfather  was  a  civil  engineer  and 
farmer,  who  made  many  of  the  early  gov- 
ernment surveys  in  the  state  of  New  York. 
Mr.  Clark's  mother,  Julia  A.  Smith  of  Had- 
ley,  Massachusetts,  was  educated  at  Hol- 
yoke,  Massachusetts.  Her  mother's  name 
was  Williams,  and  she  was  a  direct  descend- 
ant of  Roger  Williams.  Her  ancestors  for 
many  generations  were  ministers  and  edu- 
cators. 
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Edward  F.  was  born  in  Tuscaloosa,  Ala- 
bama, and  his  boyhood  was  spent  in  Du- 
buque, Iowa,  where  he*  attended  the  public 
schools  and  high  school.  He  was  prepared 
for  college  at  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan,  but  on 
account  of  failing  eyesight  did  not  finish  his 
college  course.  For  several  years  after  the 
Civil  war  he  engaged  in  railway  surveying 
and  building  west  of  the  Missouri  river.  In 
1869  he  became  interested  in  mercantile 
business  in  Chicago,  and  was  burned  out 
during  the  great  fire.  "•  After  this  experience 
he  removed  to  Colorado  and  became  inter- 
ested in  pleasure  and  health-resort  hotels. 
He  conducted  at  different  times  hotels  at 
Idaho  Springs,  Cascade  Canyon  and  at 
Manitou  Park.  He  was  connected  with  the 
Midland  and  Rock  Island  railways  and  pro- 
prietor of  their  hotels  in  Colorado  until  his 
removal  from  that  state.  In  1891  he  re- 
moved to  Council  Bluffs  and  became  pro- 
prietor of  the  Grand  hotel.  During  a  var- 
ied business  career  Mr.  Clark  has  noticed 
that  the  three  things  requisite  for  success  in 
business  are :  A  definite  object,  insistence  in 
pursuit  of  it  and  a  good  character.  In  po- 
litical matters  Mr.  Clark  has  always  acted 
with  the  Republican  party  until  the  cam- 
paign of  1896,  when,  being  a  strong  bimet- 
allism he  left  the  party  and  is  now  a  Demo- 
crat.    He  has  never  married. 


CALL.  Rev.  Levi  Nelson,  of  Sac  City, 
Prominent  among  the  workers  for  the  pro- 
motion and  development  of  the  interests  of 
the  Baptist  denomination  in  Iowa  is  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Call.  Few  men  have  been  more 
steadily  and  influentially  connected  with 
that  work,  and  his  name  will  ever  remain 
a  landmark  in  the  history  of  that  denomi- 
nation. His  father.  David  Call,  was  of 
Welsh  descent.  The  mother's  ancestors 
were  English.  A  large  number  of  the  fam- 
ily have  l>een  eminent  as  clergymen  and 
educators. 

Levi  Xelson  Call  was  born  in  Cortland. 
New  York,  February  8.  1833.  His  theo- 
logical education  was  gained  by  individual 
study  under  a  private  instructor,  with  the 
exception  of  a  brief  course  of  lectures  at- 
tended during  absences  from  the  active  du- 
ties   of    his    church.      In    February.    1867. 


he  located  at  Hampton,  Iowa,  when  the  pop- 
ulation  of  the  town  was  about  250.  He  lie- 
came  pastor  of  the  Baptist  church  of  that 
place  when  services  were  held  in  the  court 
house.  The  pastorate  lasted  more  than 
eight  years,  and  during  that  time  a  com- 
modious house  of  worship  was  erected.  Mr. 
Call  was  president  of  the  first  school  lx>anl 
of  the  independent  district  of  Hampton. 
He  later  became  financial  agent  of  the  Ce- 
dar Valley  Seminary,  located  at  Osage,  and 
was  very  successful  in  his  lal>ors  to  secure 
an  endowment  for  the  school.  In  1876  he 
located  at  Webster  City  and  entered  upon  a 
twenty  years'  pastorate  of  the  Baptist 
church  of  that  place.  The  growth  of  that 
church,  now  occupying  a  beautiful  and  com- 
modious house  of  worship  and  having  a 
meml>ership  more  than  trebled  during  the 
pastorate,  represents  a  part  of  Mr.  Call'> 
work  in  these  years.  In  the  community  hf 
was  known  and  valued  as  a  man  of  moral 
earnestness,  practical  philanthropy,  public 
spirited  and  progressive  and  of  ready  sym- 
pathy for  anything  that  tended  to  uplift  and 
ennoble. 

For  many  years  he  has  l>een  a  member  of 
the  state  convention  l>oard  which  has  charge 
of   Baptist  missionary   work   in    Iowa,  and 
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for  the  past  fifteen  years  he  has  been  a 
member  of  the  executive  committee  of  that 
board.  In  1883  he  served  as  president  of 
the  State  Sunday  School  association.  It 
will  be  seen  from  what  has  been  said  that 
most  of  Mr.  Call's  life  has  been  devoted  to 
the  work  of  the  gospel  ministry.  However, 
he  spent  five  years  as  instructor  in  schools 
and  academies  in  West  Virginia  and 
Pennsylvania ;  at  the  time  he  pursued  higher 
courses  of  study.  Then,  too,  while  not  an 
enlisted  soldier  in  the  civil  war,  he  was  active 
in  sustaining  the  Union  cause  and  was  en- 
gaged in  drilling  militia  and  in  guarding 
railroads  in  the  border  state  of  West  Vir- 
ginia. 

He  was  married  May  26,  1855,  to  Miss 
Mary  Guyon  of  Hartsville.  New  York,  a 
woman  whose  wise  counsel  and  efficient  co- 
operation have  added  much  to  the  success 
of  Mr.  Call's  work,  and  whose  noble  nature 
and  bright  and  cheerful  temperament  have 
been  a  potent  factor  in  making  their  home 
always  a  center  of  elevating  and  helpful 
influences. 

To  this  home  five  children  came,  of  whom 
the  youngest,  Grace,  died  when  8  years  old, 
The  son.  David  Forrester  Call,  after  grad- 
uating at  an  Eastern  university,  from  which 
he  afterward  received  the  degree  of  Ph.  D., 
came  back  to  Iowa,  where  he .  was  at  one 
time  president  of  Des  Moines  College.  At 
the  time  of  his  death  in  1885  he  was  pro- 
fessor of  Greek  in  the  State  University  of 
Iowa.  He  was  taken  from  his  work  just 
when  new  and  greater  honors  were  coming 
to  him.  but  not  without  leaving  a  deep  and 
lasting  impression  upon  those  who  had 
known  him.  Of  him  Dr.  Harper  of  Chicago 
University  has  said  that  in  his  death  this 
country  has  lost  one  who  would  have  proved 
one  of  its  foremost  educators.  He  was  suc- 
ceeded in  the  Greek  department  at  the  State 
University  by  his  sister,  Leona,  who  has 
taught  there  since  with  marked  success. 
Another  daughter  of  Mr.  Call,  Myra,  is 
professor  of  Latin  in  the  State  Normal 
*ch<>ol  at  Cedar  Falls.  Both  these  sisters  are 
graduates  of  the  State  University:  bc«th 
have  by  post-graduate  study  and  travel, 
both  in  this  country  and  abroad,  broadened 
and  deepened  the  knowledge  and  culture 
which  they  in  turn  impart  to  others.     Mr. 


Cairs  second  daughter,  Cora,  is  the  wife  of 
Dr.  F.  E.  Whitley,  a  leading  physician  of 
Webster  City,  and  is  a  writer  of  great 
promise. 

In  1896  Mr.  Call  entered  upon  the  pas- 
torate of  the  Baptist  church  of  Sac  City, 
where  is  located  the  Sac  City  Collegiate  In- 
stitute, which  is  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Baptist  denomination.  Here  his  work  has 
been  marked  by  the  same  success  as  in  his 
previous  pastorates. 

Any  mere  record  of  the  events  in  such  a 
life  is  entirely  inadequate  to  tell  its  wortM 
or  estimate  its  value.  That  could  be  done 
only  by  those  who  know  of  the  young  men 
whom  he  has  trained  for  the  ministry,  the 
poor  he  has  aided,  the  young  men  and  wom- 
en he  has  helped  and  encouraged  to  secure 
an  education,  and  the  many  lives  that 
through  his  influence  have  been  lifted  up 
and  blessed. 


DIXON.  Charles  Kilborn,  of  Chero- 
kee, Division  Superintendent  of  the  Illinois 
Central  railway,  has  worked  his  way  from 
the  foot  of  the  ladder  to  the  position  he 
now  holds.     He  has  been  with  the  Illinois 
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Central  for  more  than  twenty-five  years, 
beginning  in  1864  as  a  helper  in  the  tele- 
graph office  at  Forreston,  Illinois.  He  was 
born  in  Granby,  Shefford  county,  Province 
of  Quebec,  July  10,  1846.  He  is  the  son  of 
John  Dixon,  a  machinist  and  millwright, 
and  Matilda  Savage,  his  wife,  daughter  of 
Captain  John  Savage  of  the  English  army. 
His  parents  were  both  of  Scotch  ancestry. 
The  son  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  Canada.  Young  Dixon  found 
his  way  to  the  United  States  and  to  Illinois 
ii:  his  early  youth.  While  he  was  less  than 
15  years  old  he  enlisted  at  Polo,  Illinois,  in 
Company  H,  Fifteen  Illinois  infantry,  for 
three  years'  service.  This  was  one  of  the 
first  reg'ments  mustered  in  for  three  years' 
service.  At  the  battle  of  Shiloh  the 
young  soldier  was  shot  throng  the  body, 
but  as  soon  as  the  wound  would  per- 
mit he  returned  to  the  service  and  served 
out  his  term  of  enlistment.  He  was  en- 
gaged in  several  of  the  great  battles  in  the 
West.  The  regiment  became  so  depleted 
from  losses  in  battle  that  it  was  reorganized 
into  a  mounted  battalion  before  leaving 
Atlanta  for  the  sea  with  Sherman.  Mr. 
Dixon  is  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic. 

Upon  returning  from  the  war  Mr.  Dixon 
entered  the  service  of  the  Illinois  Central 
railway  at  Forreston,  Illinois,  learned  tele- 
graphy and  was  made  an  operator.  He 
was  soon  promoted  to  be  train  dispatcher  on 
the  Northern  division,  and  was  located  at 
Ambov  as  train  dispatcher  for  several  years. 
He  was  promoted  April  1.  1882.  to  be  train- 
master, and  was  sent  to  Ft  Dodge,  and 
again  to  Waterloo.  Five  years  later,  De- 
cember iq,  1887.  he  was  again  promoted 
and  made  division  superintendent  with  head- 
quarters at  Cherokee,  where  Tie  is  now  lo- 
cated. His  fair  treatment  of,  and  consid- 
eration for,  his  men  have  won  for  lrm  the 
deepest  respect  and  affection  of  all  in  his 
emplov.  His  affability  and  courtesy  to  the 
traveling  public  have  made  many  friends 
and  patrons  for  his  company. 

Mr.  Dixon  was  married  November  2, 
18X1.  to  Miss  Kittie  Beals  of  Ambov.  Il- 
linois, daughter  of  Henrv  H.  Beals,  who 
was  U  r  tweiitv-five  year;  n  pn«seng'*r  con- 
ductor on  the  Illinois  Centrr,!,  lifted  fo^  his 
genial  and  courteous  manner  to  the  travel- 


ing public.  Five  children  have  been  h-»rn 
to  them,  namely:  Bruce,  who  died  »n  in- 
fancy; J.  Beals,  born  November  9,  i?86; 
Ruth  Kittie,  born  Sept.  2,  1888,  and  Faith 
C.  K.,  born  March  14,  1892,  who  are  now 
living,  and  Charles  Kilborn,  Jr.,  who  died 
in  infancy.  Mr.  Dixon  has  gone  to  the  top 
in  Masonry,  being  a  member  of  the  blue 
lodge,  chapter,  commandery,  and  a  thirty- 
second  degree  Mason.  He  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  United  Workmen.  In  politics  he 
is  and  always  has  been  an  energetic  and 
faithful  Republican,  wielding  a  large  influ- 
ence in  his  section  of  the  state. 


DICK,  George  Stuart,  of  Charles  City, 
was  born  in  Oxford  county,  Ontario,  No- 
vember 7,  1857.  His  father,  Robert  Dick, 
was  born  and  grew  to  manhood  near  Glas- 
gow. Scotland.  His  mother,  Mary  Anne 
Brown  Dick,  was  born  in  West  Chester. 
New  York,  where  they  were  married.  The 
first  twelve  years  of  their  married  life  were 
spent  in  New  York  City,  after  which  time 
they  moved  to  Canada,  where  they  lived  00 
a  farm  for  eleven  years.  It  was  while  liv- 
ing there  that  George,  their  ninth  child,  wis 
born.     In  the  spring  of  1866    the    family 
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moved  to  Linn  county,  Iowa,  where  they 
lived  three  years,  and  where  the  wife  and 
mother  died  and  was  buried  in  Fairfax  cem- 
etery. In  the  autumn  of  the  same  year  the 
broken  family  moved  to  Tama  county, 
where  the  father  still  owns  the  farm  then 
purchased.  Being  the  son  of  a  hard-work- 
ing farmer  and  one  of  a  large  family,  six 
girls  and  seven  boys,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  received  his  early  education  in  the 
country  schools,  and  when  old  enough  he 
began  teach'ng  in  his  home  township  Octo- 
ber 23,  1876,  his  first  term  being  two  miles 
north  of  the  Dresent  site  of  Gladbrook.  Af- 
ter saving  sufficient  money  to  meet  the  nec- 
essary expense  he  entered  the  Iowa  State 
Normal  School,  completing  the  full  four 
vears'  course  in  1888,  receiving  the  degrees 
of  B.  D.  and  B.  S.  In  1887  he  received  a 
te2chers'  state  certificate,  and  five  years 
later  a  life  diploma.  Since  that  time  he 
comoleted  the  work  necessary  and  received 
the  degree  Ph.  B.  from  Cornell  College,  Mt. 
Vernon,  Iowa.  From  1888  to  1889  he 
served  as  principal  of  the  public  schools  of 
New  Sharon,  leaving  to  accept  his  present 
position,  the  superintendency  of  the  city 
schools  of  Charles  City.  The  enrollment 
ni  pupils  during  the  past  year  was  1,150, 
and  the  graduating  class  in  the  high  school 
in  1000  numbered  ?2,  and  27  teachers  were 
emnloved  under  the  direction  of  Superin- 
tendent Dick.  He  has  been  extensively  en- 
gaged in  institute  work. 

Of  his  brothers  and  sisters  four  died  in 
infancy  and  William  James  d;ed  in  Chero- 
kee at  the  age.  of  44  years.  John  Watson 
<1;ed  in  January,  1900,  near  Sanborn,  Iowa; 
Robert,  a  carpenter,  lives  in  Sanborn; 
Man-  Emily,  wife  of  C.  H.  Baldwin,  lives 
<~>n  their  farm  near  Gladbrook:  Margaret 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  George  McClung,  lives 
at  Boise  City,  Idaho;  Jessie  Brown,  wife  of 
Will:am  Youell,  lives  at  Niobrara,  Nebras- 
ka; David  Schrott  lives  in  Hawarden;  Find- 
lay  lives  with  his  father  on  the  old  home- 
stead. George  Stuart  Dick  was  married 
August  30.  1888,  to  Dora  Lillian,  third 
daughter  of  Sumner  and  Mary  Etta  Dobson 
nf  Le  Grand,  Iowa.  The  ceremony  was  per- 
formed by  Rev.  Pemberton  of  the  Friends' 
church,  of  which  the  bride  was  a  member. 
They  have  three  children,  Robert  Irving, 
f*>rn  June  24,   1890;  Mary    Vazelle.    br  rn 


August  9,  1893,  and  Margaret  Lillian,  born 
August  9,  1895.  Although  he  was  brought 
up  a  Presbyterian,  the  family  belongs  to  the 
Methodist  church.  In  politics  Mr.  Dick  is 
a  Republican.  He  earned  his  first  dollar  by 
driving  to  water  daily  a  yoke  of  oxen  that 
were  left  by  a  stranger  for  pasture  for  some 
time  on  his  father's  farm  in  Canada. 


BYERS,  Howard  Webster,  the  well- 
known  Republican  leader  of  Harlan,  Shelby 
county,  has  achieved  distinction  that  is  ac- 
corded to  very  few  men  of  his  age.  He 
was  born  near  Woodstock,  Richland  county, 


Wisconsin.  His  father,  A.  C.  Byers,  and 
his  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  May 
Holvvell,  came  to  Wisconsin  in  an  early  day 
from  Pennsylvania  and  endured  the  hard- 
ships attendant  upon  pioneer  life.  They  had 
a  large  family  and  all  were  obliged  to  work 
out  to  keep  the  wolf  from  the  door.  The 
son  of  whom  we  write  attended  the  district 
school  in  Wisconsin  until  he  was  about  14 
years  old,  when  he  came  to  Iowa  in  1873 
and  settled  near  Garner,  Hancock  county, 
where  he  worked  two  years  on  a  farm  north- 
west of  the  present  town  of  Wesley  for  J. 
B.  Daggett.     He  located  in  Shelby  county 
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in  1878  and  taught  school  for  two  years, 
entering  a  dry  goods  store  in  Harlan  in 
1880,  where  he  remained  six  years.  In 
1886  he  entered  the  law  office  of  Macy  & 
Gammon  in  Harlan,  and  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  by  the  supreme  court  at  the  May 
term,  1888.  The  following  year  N.  W. 
Macy  of  the  firm  of  Macy  &  Gammon  was 
elected  district  judge  and  Mr.  Byers  suc- 
ceeded to  the  business.  In  1892  he  formed 
the  present  firm  of  Byers  &  Lockwood,  his 
partner  being  Edmund  Lockwood.  The 
firm  now  enjoys  a  very  large  practice,  as 
large  as  any  law  firm  in  Western  Iowa. 

Mr.  Byers  has  never  been  anything  but 
a  Republican,  and  is  the  only  man  who  has 
been  elected  to  the  Legislature  as  a  Repub- 
lican from  Shelby  county  in  a  good  many 
years.  He  was  first  elected  in  1893,  and 
was  re-elected  in  1895.  In  1896  he  was 
elected  Speaker  of  the  House,  all  other  can- 
didates withdrawing  several  cTays  before  the 
caucus  was  held,  leaving  him  a  ^lear  field, 
and  he  was  unanimously  nominated.  He 
presided  over  the  House  during  that  trying 
session  and  during  the  long  extra  session  of 
1897.  which  revised  the  code,  and  came  out 
of  it  with  a  larger  measure  of  popularity 
and  public  esteem  than  he  enjoyed  when  he 
was  elected.  He  was  able  to  do  this  because 
he  gave  due  consideration  to  the  rights  of 
every  member  and  did  not  permit  his  per- 
sonal feelings  or  interests  to  lead  him  into 
appointments  or  rulings  or  other  actions 
that  were  unfair  or  that  did  not  take  into 
consideration  the  interests  of  the  state  and 
the  rights  of  the  members  of  the  House. 
His  committees  were  made  up  upon  merit, 
and  the  strong  men  of  the  House  were  rec- 
ognized, irrespective  of  their  previous  af- 
filiations or  preferences.  By  this  means  and 
by  always  consulting  the  leading  men  of  all 
factions  in  the  House  upon  important  mat- 
ters, the  Speaker  never  failed  to  have  the 
strongest  support  in  whatever  he  might  do. 
He  never  acted  without  being  confident  of 
such  support  or  without  being  sure  his  ac- 
tions would  stand  discussion  and  meet  with 
the  approval  of  those  who  liad  a  right  to 
criticise.  At  the  close  of  the  session  it  was 
said  by  the  newspapers  and  by  all  close  ob- 
servers that  no  speaker  had  ever  exercised 
the  control  over  the  House  that  Mr. 
Byers  had  been  able  to    exercise,    always 


without  protest  and  certainly  to  the  advan- 
tage of  the  public  business.  He  was  some- 
times accused  of  arbitrary  rulings  and  an 
intense  desire  to  push  business,  but  if  a  man 
of  less  determination  had  beta  in  the  Speak- 
er's chair  the  enormous  task  of  revising  the 
code  would  have  taken  several  months 
longer  than  it  did,  and  would  have  cost  the 
state  thousands  of  dollars  more  than  it  did. 
Mr.  Byers  has  twice  been  a  candidate  for 
the  Republican  nomination  for  Congress  in 
the  Ninth  Congressional  district,  in  1896 
and  1898.  The  last  convention  was  dead- 
locked for  nine  days  and  Mr.  Byers  was 
the  leading  candidate,  but  was  finally  over- 
come by  a  combination  of  other  candidates. 
Every  campaign  has  found  him  actively  and 
effectively  at  work  for  the  Republican  party. 
He  is  in  great  demand  in  all  parts  of  the 
state  as  a  campaign  speaker. 

In  1899  Mr.  Byers  was  again  persuaded 
to  return  to  the  House,  largely  in  the  inter- 
est of  his  friend,  A.  B.  Cummins,  who  was 
then  a  candidate  for  United  States  Senator. 
Mr.  Byers  again  overcame  an  adverse  ma- 
jority in  Shelby  county,  which  had  two 
years  before  sent  a  Democrat  to  the  Legis- 
lature. He  was  one  of  the  managers  of 
Mr.  Cummins'  campaign,  and  throughout 
the  session  was  one  of  the  leaders  in  the 
Legislature,  respected  and  admired  by  men 
of  all  factions  and  all  parties.  He  came 
out  of  the  session  with  the  friendship    of 


everv  one. 


Mr.  Byers  belongs  to  the  Masonic  order, 
Odd  Fellows  and  Knights  of  Pythias.  He 
was  married  in  1881  to  Marv  J.  Winegar. 
They  have  six  children:  James  C,  born  in 
1883;  Frank,  born  in  1886;  Beatrice,  born 
*n  1889;  Edmund,  born  in  1891  ;  Dow,  born 
in  1893,  and  McKinley,  born  in  '1897. 

Mr.  Byers  is  most  happily  situated. 
Young,  brilliant,  prosperous,  ambitious, 
with  charming  family  surroundings  and 
thousands  of  admirers  and  devoted  friends 
in  all  parts  of  the  state,  his  future  is  full  of 
promise.  Verv  few  men  in  public  life  have 
as  devoted  and  sincere  followers  as  Speaker 
Bvers. 


DOUGHTY,  James,  a  member  of  the 
Iowa  bar  and  for  the  past  ten  years  practic- 
ing at  Sioux  City,  was  born  on  a  farm  near 
Meadville,  Crawford  county,  Pennsylvania, 
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<n  Apr'l  4,  1855,  the  elchst  of  eleven  chil- 
dren 1  <  rn  to  William  Hamilton  Doughty 
;n<I  Isal.el  Hurst  Doughty,  nee  McCurdy, 
nine  of  which  children,  six  boys  and  three 
isrirls.  are  now  living. 

The  parents  of  this  large  family  were 
Wn  and  bred  in  and  near  Meadville,  the 
father  on  a  farm,  the  youngest  of  two  sons 
«»f  James  Doughty,  after  whom  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  was  named,  and  the 
mother  in  Meadville,  the  eldest  of  three 
daughters  of  Robert  and  Eleanor  McCurdy, 
nee  Hurst.  The  father,  William  II.,  gradu- 
ated from  Alleghany  College,  located  at 
Meadville,  one  of  the  oldest  c  >lleges  in  the 

tate.  m  1852,  and  study'ng  law  while  teach- 
ng  sch  m)1.  was  in  due  time  admitted  to 
iracti-e  law  in  Crawford  county;  but  the 
office  confinement  proving  too  trying  for 
h:m.  and  the  infirmity  of  his  father  re- 
miiring  Irs  ass;stance  on  the  farm,  he  quit 
the  nr?ctice  and  took  the  management  of  his 
father's  farm  about  the  time  of  the  breaking 
•  ut  >f  the  Rebellon.  A  part  of  this  farm 
i  e  Miher'ted  on  the  death  of  his  father  in 
1S64.  and  upon  it  resided  and  all  Irs  children 

ere  be  rn.     In  1886.  be  sold  the  farm  and 
troved  to  a  farm  »n  North  Dakota,  where  he 


still  lives  and  where  in  June,  1899,  his  wife, 
the  mother  of  the  subject  hereof,  died. 

James  Doughty,  the  grandfather,  was 
born  and  reared  near  Philadelphia.  Pennsyl- 
vania. Though  little  is  known  of  his  early 
history,  he  was  one  of  a  large  family.  One 
brother,  William,  was  chief  naval  construct- 
or at  Washington  in  the  early  part  of  the 
century,  and  another,  Thomas,  was  a  land- 
scape artist  of  considerable  note.  James, 
the  grandfather,  located  near  Meadville  on  a 
farm  and  there  married  Xancv  Hamilton,  to 
whom  were  born  Thomas,  William  Hamil- 
ton and  Margaret,  the  first  of  whom,  after 
a  short  course  at  Alleghany  College,  moved 
west  and  located  at  Le  Claire,  fowa,  and  en- 
gaged in  steaml)oating  on  the  Mississippi 
r  ver.  During  the  Rebellion  was  chief  en- 
gineer on  the  river  (leet  of  gunboats  under 
Commodore  Porter,  who  specially  com- 
mended him  for  meritorious  service.  After 
the  war  he  resumed  steamboating  on  the 
river,  but  failing  health  compelled  him  to 
engage  in  lighter  work  and  he  removed  to 
St.  Louis,  where  he  died  in  1896. 

Margaret  married  Peter  C.  Heydrick, 
and  now  resides  in  Erie,  Pennsylvania. 
James,  the  subject  hereof,  received  his  rudi- 
mentarv  education  in  the  district  school 
near  Meadville,  and  later  on  attended  the 
grammar  and  high  schools  in  Meadville,  and 
in  1873  entered  Alleghany  College  and 
graduated  therefrom  in  1878.  While  in 
college  he  was  a  member  of  Philo-Franklin 
Literary  society,  as  was  his  father  before 
him,  of  the  College  Scientific  club  and  of  the 
Delta  Tau  Delta  fraternity,  and  graduated 
a  first  lieutenant  of  the  military  depart- 
ment, the  college  being  a  government  detail. 
After  graduation  he  registered  as  student 
at  law  with  Hon.  Myron  Park  Davis,  a 
pn  minent  attornev  in  Meadville.  and  was 
admitted  to  the  Crawford  county  bar  in 
February,  1 88 1 .  and  to  the  Erie  county  bar 
the  following  June.  Two  years  later  he 
was  admitted  to  practce  in  the  federal  court 
a,  Pittsburg,  and  at  the  same  time  was  ap- 
pointed United  States  Commissioner  for  the 
District  of  Western  Pennsylvania.  After 
four  vears  in  the  practice  in  Pennsylvania 
Mr.  Doughtv  moved  west  and  in  May, 
1885,  located  at  Cedar  Rap:d>.  Iowa,  going 
ii'to  the  real   estate  and   abstract   office  of 
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Simmons  &  Pope  and  taking  charge  of  the 
law  and  insurance  business  or  the  firm,  with 
whom  he  remained  until  the  dissolution  of 
the  firm,  early  in  the  following  year.  Then 
he  purchased  the  law  and  loan  business  and 
library  of  Ray  Billingsley  at  Vinton,  Ben- 
n-ii  county,  where  he  pract'ced  until  Aug- 
ust, 1888,  when  he  was  offered  and  accept- 
ed the  position  of  attorney  for  the  Farm- 
ers' Loan  &  Trust  company,  a  large  mort- 
gage company  then  located  at  Storm  Lake, 
but  since  moved  to  Sioux  City.  With  this 
concern  he  remained  untl  July,  1890,  when 
ht  moved  to  Sioux  City  to  take  a  similar 
position  offered  hm  by  the  Union  Trust 
ci  mpany,  then  one  of  the  most  prominent 
financial  institutions  in  the  state,  but  whose 
career  was  terminated  Ly  the  financial  crash 
following  the  election  of  1892.  In  June, 
1893,  he  was  appointed  rece'ver  of  the  com- 
pany, which  apj>ointment  has  given  him  a 
wide  and  valued  experience  in  the  manage- 
ment of  such  estates. 

Upon  locating  at  Sioux  City  he  formed 
a  partnership  with  J.  C.  Marcy,  Jr..  a  cou- 
sin, under  the  style  of  Marcy  &  Doughty, 
which  association  continued  until  the  spring 
of  1892,  when  Mr.  Marcy  moved  to  St. 
L:;uis. 

In  the  spring  of  1894  Mr.  Doughty  was 
ejected  police  judge  of  Sioux  City  on  the 
Republican  ticket  and  held  the  office  for  one 
term.  Though  always  an  ardent  and  active 
Republican,  be  has  never  been  a  candidate 
for  any  other  office  of  any  prominence. 

His  relat'ons  with  the  before  mentioned 
and  other  financial  inst'tutions  gave  him 
xahiable  experience  in  title  examining  and 
other  branches  of  the  laws  of  real  property 
and  Iris  experience  in  the  insurance  business 
has  been  of  value  in  insurance  litigation,  of 
which  lines  as  well  as  probate  practice  he 
has  made  a  specialty,  preferring  them  to 
trial  work.  He  is  local  attorney  for  the 
American  Surety  company  of  New  Yory, 
and  in  such  capacity  exercises  supervision 
over  its  business  of  executing  court  and 
contract  bonds  in  Northwestern  Iowa, 
Northern  Nebraska  and  all  of  South  Da- 
kota, as  well  as  looking  after  whatever  liti- 
gation the  company  may  l>ec>me  involved 
ip  in  such  territory. 

Mr.  Doughty  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Kpiscf>|>al  church 


and  of  the  Euclid 
clubs. 


and    Sioux    City    Boat 


DUMONT,  Am asa  Brooks,  one  of  the 
old  settlers  of  Iowa,  residing  at  Marion, 
Linn  county,  was  born  in  1822  in  Greene 
county,  New  York.  His  ancestors  were 
the  Hayworths,  who  emigrated  from  H<>1- 
Irnd,  settling  in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
C(  untry.  On  his  father's  side  there  were 
three  brothers  who  came  to  this  country. 
one  settling  at  New  York  City,  one  at  New 
Haven,  Connecticut,  and  the  third  at  Bos- 


ton. His  father  was  John  B.  Dumont,  a 
farmer  in  good  financial  circumstances,  who 
(bed  at  the  age  of  82  years.  His  mother. 
Rachael  Ann  Welch  (Dumont),  was  lx»rn 
and  reared  in  Creene  county.  New  York. 
?m\  also  died  at  the  age  of  82  years.  They 
came  to  Iowa  in  1845  and  settled  on  land 
entered  from  the  government  in  Jone* 
county,  and  lived  on  that  farm  until  the 
time  of  their  death.  Mr.  Dumont  was  edu- 
cated in  the  common  schools,  supplemented 
by  study  at  home.  In  1847  he  settled  in 
Marion,  Linn  county,  where  he  followed 
his  trade,  that  of  building.  During  the 
*' Westward,  ho!"  times  of  '49  Mr.  Dunnnit, 
i:i  the  spring  of  that  year,  started  for  Cali- 
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fornia.  In  company  with  several  others  he 
left  home  on  the  29th  of  April  with  three 
wagons,  six  yoke  of  oxen  and  one  horse. 
They  experienced  much  difficulty  in  cross- 
ing the  streams  of  Iowa,  which  were  swol- 
len by  the  heavy  rains.  They  reached  Fort 
Hall  over  the  usual  trail,  but  here  decided 
to  go  to  Oregon  instead  of  California,  their 
original  destination,  and  arrived  at  the  set- 
tlements on  the  Willamette  river  in  Octo- 
ber. Mr.  Dumont  here  found  work  at  his 
trade,  and  erected  a  mill  six  miles  from 
Portland.  He  remained  until  June,  1850, 
and  then  went  to  California,  returning 
home  in  the  fall  by  way  of  the  isthmus.  In 
1864  he  went  into  the  furniture  business, 
subsequently  adding  undertaking.  Mr.  Du- 
mont some  years  ago  took  up  the  study  of 
law  and  passed  a  careful  examination  and 
was  admitted  to  practice.  He  did  this  for 
his  own  benefit  only,  and  as  a  help  when 
applied  to  business.  Some  time  in  the  lat- 
ter part  of  the  sixties  he  was  elected  to 
serve  one  year  as  County  Judge,  or  until 
the  law  was  changed,  which  made  him  the 
first  County  Auditor  of  Linn  county.  He 
had  no  liking  for  public  life  and  retired  to 
again  take  up  his  present  business.  Mr. 
Dumont's  youngest  son,  C.  W.  Dumont, 
has  been  engaged  with  him  in  the  business 
for  a  number  of  years;  in  fact,  has  almost 
grown  up  in  it,  as  he  took  his  place  in  the 
store  immediately  upon  leaving  school,  so 
that  he  is  now  thoroughly  conversant  with 
all  its  details.  They  have  been  eminently 
successful.  Previous  to  the  Rebellion  Mr. 
Dumont  was  a  Democrat,  but  at  that  time 
went  to  the  Whig  party,  voting  for  Abra- 
ham Lincoln.  Since  that  time  he  has  been 
thoroughly  a  Republican,  upholding  the 
principles  of  the  party  in  all  that  the  word 
implies  politically.  ..  He  became  a  member 
of  the  Marion  Masonic  lodge  in  June 
1847,  in  which  he  has  held  his  membership 
ever  since,  and  has  been  through  all  the  de- 
grees of  lodge,  chapter  and  commandery. 
He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Masonic  lodge 
upwards  of  fifty  years,  and  recently  the 
lodge  placed  him  on  the  retired  list  as  an 
honorary  member  without  further  payment 
of  dues,  as  has  also  the  chapter  and  com- 
mandery. He  now  holds  the  office  of  pre- 
late in  the  commandery. 


He  was  married  in  October,  1843,  *n 
Baldwinsville,  Onondaga  county,  New 
York,  to  Julia  Ann  Leffingwell,  and  they 
are  still  living  together  in  fairly  good 
health.  They  have  had  five  children  born 
to  them:  Elizabeth,  the  first,  born  1844  ai 
Baldwinsville,  New  York,  and  died  at  Mar- 
ion, Iowa,  when  a  young  lady;  Mary  A., 
born  1846,  Marion  Iowa,  died  in  infancy; 
J.  W.  Dumont,  born  1849,  now  living  in 
Marion;  J.  E.  Dumont,  born  1851,  now  liv- 
ing in  Marion;  C.  W.  Dumont,  born  1856, 
now  living  at  the  homestead  and  engaged 
with  his  father  in  business. 


BYERS,  Melvin  H.,  Adjutant  General 
and  chief  of  staff  to  Governor  Leslie  M. 
Shaw,  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  who  has  lived  in 
Glenwood,  Iowa,  since  1853;  served  in  the 
Twenty-ninth  Iowa  volunteer  infantry  dur- 
ing the  Civil  war,  and  has  earned  distinc- 
tion in  military  and  political  life  since  that 
time.  His  father,  John  A.  Byers,  was  a 
shoemaker  by  trade.  Melvin  was  born  in 
Noble  county,  Ohio,  January  12,  1846.  Five 
years  later  the  family  moved  to  Beverly, 
Washington  county,  Ohio,  and  in  the  spring 
of  1853  to  Kansas  City,  Missouri.     They 
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again  moved  in  June  to  Glenwood,  Iowa, 
arriving  in  that  town  June  13,  1853.  Six 
years  later  they  located  on  a  farm  near 
Glenwood  and  Melvin  worked  on  the  farm 
during  the  summer  and  attended  school  in 
the  winter.  As  soon  as  he  was  old  enough 
he  enlisted  as  a  volunteer  in  Company  B, 
Twenty-ninth  Iowa  volunteer  infantry. 
This  was  on  January  4,  1864,  when  he  was 
less  than  18  years  old.  He  served  through 
the  hard  campaigns  of  this  regiment  to  the 
end  of  the  war,  and  was  mustered  out  with 
his  company  at  New  Orleans,  August  10, 
1865,  and  finally  discharged  August  25  at 
Davenport  He  never  missed  a  detail  or  any 
other  duty  or  a  battle  in  which  his  company 
was  engaged.  As  soon  as  he  was  dis- 
charged from  the  army  he  returned  to  his 
father's  farm  at  Glenwood  and  took  up  the 
duties  of  civil  life. 

Mr  Byers  was  married  December  1, 
1870  to  Miss  Carrie  S.  Daniel  and  soon 
after  was  appointed  deputy  clerk  of  the 
courts  of  Mills  county,  where  he  served  four 
years.  In  1874  he  went  to  Tecumcia,  John- 
son county,  Nebraska,  and  engaged  in  the 
grocery  business.  The  grasshopper  plague 
came  and  destroyed  the  crops,  so  he  was 
compelled  to  close  out  his  business  at  a 
heavy  sacrifice  and  was  glad  to  get  back  to 
Glenwood.  He  entered  the  employ  of  P.  D. 
Foster  &  Co.  and  remained  there  until  1878. 
v/hen  he  was  elected  Recorder  of  Mills 
county,  holding  the  office  six  years  and  vol- 
untarily retiring.  For  three  terms  Mr.  By- 
ers was  mayor  of  the  city  of  Glenwood,  and 
in* the  year  1888  he  was  Sergeant  at  Arms 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Twenty-second  General  Assembly.  For  ten 
years  after  he  retired  from  the  office  of 
County  Recorder  he  was  engaged  in  the 
real  estate  and  abstract  business  in  Glen- 
wood.  He  enlisted  in  the  Iowa  National 
Guard  April  21,  1879,  and  has  been  an  act- 
ive member  of  the  guard  ever  since,  holding 
the  various  positions  from  a  private  to  Ma- 
jor. In  1898  he  was  appointed  Adjutant 
General  by  Governor  Shaw,  and  was  reap- 
pointed in  1900.  Upon  him  devolved  the 
responsibility  of  preparing  Iowa's  quota  of 
troops  for  the  Spanish  war,  and  that  re- 
sponsibility was  discharged  faithfully  and 
with  such  ability  that  no  volunteer  troops 


in  the  United  States  went  out  quite  as  well 
equipped  as  those  that  went  from  Iowa.  The 
Legislature  in  1900  recognized  the  value  of 
his  services  by  raising  his  salary  to  $2,000. 
General  Byers  has  been  complimented  by 
all  who  are  conversant  with  the  facts  for  his 
skill,  energy  and  tactful  management  of  the 
military  affairs  of  the  state  during  and  since 
the  Spanish  war.  He  has  greatly  increased 
the  efficiency  of  the  Guard  and  has  the  confi- 
dence of  its  members. 

Six  children  have  been  born  to  General 
and  Mrs.  Byers,  all  of  whom  are  living. 
They  are  Edith  M.,  born  October  27,  1872, 
married  to  Harry  B.  Dull,  October  27, 
1890;  Bessie  D.,  born  August  20,  1874. 
married  to  Henry  Barnett;  Nettie  G.,  born 
July  19,  1877,  married  to  Oren  E.  Shoy; 
Roscoe  E.,  born  December  1,  1879;  Ethel  J.t 
born  September  21,  1882,  and  Ruby  Lucile, 
born  September  20,  1887. 


DOXSEE,  Jacob  Wilbur,  lawyer  and 
publisher  of  the  Monticello  Express,  is  a  na- 
tive of  Ohio.  He  was  born  in  the  little  vil- 
lage of  Western  Star,  in  Summit  county,  on 
the  17th  day  of  January,  1857.  His  father. 
Alfred  R.  Doxsee,  who  was  born  in  Stark 
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county,  Ohio,  September  27,  1832,  was  de- 
scended on  the  paternal  side  from  ancestors 
who  came  into  New  York  from  Holland 
before  the  American  Revolution,  and  on 
the  maternal  side  from  those  known  as 
Quakers.  His  father  was  Jacob  Doxsee, 
and  his  mother's  maiden  name  was  Mary 
Vickers.  The  father,  A.  R.  Doxsee,  was 
in  early  life  a  blacksmith,  then  a  farmer; 
but  in  later  years  he  settled  at  Rolfe,  Iowa, 
and  is  now  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits. 
The  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary 
Jane  Bennett,  was  the  daughter  of  a  farmer 
living  on  the  "Western  Reserve"  in  Ohio, 
where  she  was  born  May  31,  1837.  Her 
father,  Abel  Bennett,  was  a  native  of  Can- 
ada, and  her  mother,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Cyllena  Taylor,  was  born  in  New  York. 
The  parents  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
were  married  August  13,  1854  by  the  Rev. 
Almond  Green  in  Summit  county,  Ohio. 

The  family  lived  at  Sharon  Center,  Ohio, 
until  they  came  west  and  settled  on  an  Iowa 
farm  at  Bowen's  Prairie  in  Jones  county 
in  October,  1863.  Jacob  W.,  the  oldest  of 
the  four  children,  worked  on  the  farm  and 
attended  the  public  schools  until  15  years  of 
age,  when  he  entered  Lenox  College  at 
Hopkinton.  In  1874  he  became  a  student 
of  the  Iowa  Agricultural  College,  graduat- 
ing in  the  class  of  1877  *n  the  scientific 
course.  Several  times  during  his  course  in 
the  Iowa  Agricultural  College  Mr.  Doxsee 
availed  himself  of  the  winter  vacations  of 
that  institution  to  engage  in  teaching  in 
public  schools,  and  thus  earned  nearly 
enough  to  defray  his  college  expenses.  Two 
other  members  of  his  father's  family  are 
graduates  of  this  fine  Iowa  college. 

In  the  spring  of  1878  Mr.  Doxsee  began 
the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  M.  W.  Her- 
rick  of  Monticello.  He  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  the  next  year,  and  soon  after  en- 
tered into  partnership  with  Mr.  Herrick, 
making  his  home  in  Monticello.  During 
their  partnership  Messrs.  Herrick  &  Doxsee 
wrote  a  treatise  on  the  "Probate  Law  and 
Practice  of  Iowa  and  Dakota,"  which  was 
published  by  Callagan  &  Co.,  Chicago,  and 
which  was  well  received  by  the  legal  pro- 
fession. In  1883  Mr.  Doxsee  and  his  part- 
ner purchased  "The  Monticello  Express," 
which  they  conducted  until  the  dissolution 
of  their  partnership  in  1887.      Since    that 


time  Mr.  Doxsee  has  carried  on  alone  a 
large  law  practice  and  has  also  found  time 
to  superintend  his  newspaper,  which  has 
always  been  an  able  advocate  of  the  policy 
of  the  Republican  party.  Mr.  Doxsee  has 
taken  an  active  part  in  the  promotion  of  nu- 
merous business  enterprises.  He  is  a  direct- 
or of  the  Lovell  State  bank  as  well  as  its 
attorney,  and  has  for  a  long  time  been  pres- 
ident of  the  Monticello  Electric  company. 
While  an  earnest  Republican  in  politics,  he 
has  never  *ought  political  preferment,  but 
chooses  to  give  his  entire  time  and  energies 
to  his  profession  and  the  business  enter- 
prises with  which  he  is  connected.  He  was 
one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Fifth  District 
Editorial  association,  and  was  its  president 
in  1895.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  and  also  of  the  Knights  of  Pyth- 
ias. With  Mis  family  he  is  a  regular  attend- 
ant of  th*  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  but 
is  not  a  member  of  any  religious  organiza- 
tion. 

In  July,  1899,  Mr.  Doxsee  was  appointed 
by  President  McKinlev  Supervisor  of  the 
Census  for  the  Fifth  Congressional  district 
of  Iowa,  and  had  the  supervision  of  the  tak- 
ing of  the  twelfth  census  in  that  territory. 

Mr.  Doxsee  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Jessie  Sloan  Fawcett  on  the  3d  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1887,  at  the  home  of  her  parents,  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Charles  L.  Fawcett  of  Salem, 
Ohio.  They  have  two  children  who  bright- 
en the  happy  home:  Charles  Alfred,  born 
August  7,  1888,  and  Mary  Eliza,  born 
August  9,  1890. 


DEAN,  Dr.  Frank  Wilson,  is  a  suc- 
cessful practicing  physician  in  Council 
Bluffs,  where  he  has  practiced  since  1895  as 
a  specialist  in  the  eye,  ear,  nose  and  throat ; 
in  these  specialties  he  has  had  the  best 
training  afforded  by  the  hospitals  in  Vien- 
na, Leipzic  and  London. 

His  father,  Camuel  Chase  Dean,  was  a 
graduate  of  Amherst  College  and  Andover 
Theological  Seminary,  and  was  for  four- 
teen years  under  the  American  board  as  a 
missionary  to  East  India.  For  nearly 
twenty  years  he  was  engaged  in  home  mis- 
sionary work  in  Nebraska. 

His  mother's  maiden  name  was  Augusta 
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E.  Abbott,  daughter  of  Dr.  Amos  Abbott, 
who  was  a  missionary  in  East  India  for 
twenty-five  years.  Chz  studied  at  Mount 
Holyoke,  Massachusetts.  Dr.  Dean  is  a 
descendant  of  Grindal  Chase,  who  emi- 
grated from  England  to  New  England  in 
the  early  part  of  the  seventeenth  century. 
The  doctor  is  of  the  ninth  generation  from 
the  following  four  men:  John  Deane  of 
Chard,  Somersetshire,  England,  who  ar- 
rived in  Boston,  Massachusetts,  in  1637  and 
later  settled  in  Taunton,  Massachusetts; 
George  Abbott,  who  envgrated  from  York- 
shire, England,  about  1640  and  was  one  of 


the  first  settlers  of  Andover,  Massachusetts 
in  1643 — his  marriage  to  Hannah  Chandler 
is  recorded  in  Roxbury  church  records  in 
the  handwriting  of  John  Elliott,  the  "Indian 
Apostle ;"  Thomas  Blanchard,  who  came 
from  Hampshire,  England,  in  1639  and  set- 
tled in  Charleston,  Massachusetts — later  his 
descendants  moved  to  Wilton,  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  William  Randall,  who  came  from 
England  and  settled  in  Scituate,  Massachu- 
setts, before  1640.  One  of  his  ancestors,  a 
Dean,  was  a  color  bearer  at  the  battle  of 
Bunker  Hill  and  another,  a  Chase,  received 
a  medal  for  the  part  he  took  in  the  same 
battle. 


Dr.  F.  W.  Dean  was  born  February  9, 
1863,  in  Satora,  India,  and  was  the  fourth 
child  in  a  family  of  eight.  He  came  from 
India  when  5  years  of  age  with  his  parents, 
who,  after  spending  four  years  in  New 
Hampshire  and  Georgia,  settled  in  Jefferson 
county,  Nebraska,  in  1872.  His  early  edu- 
cation was  received  at  the  district  school 
near  his  father's  home,  and  he  graduated 
from  Doane  College  at  Crete,  Nebraska,  in 
1886,  and  from  the  Medical  Department  of 
the  University  of  Minnesota  in  1890.  He 
almost  wholly  supported  himself  while  at 
Doane  College  by  doing  odd  jobs  during 
term  time  and  working  on  a  farm  in  vaca- 
tions. While  pursuing  his  medical  studies 
he  paid  expenses  by  surveying  during  vaca- 
tions in  and  around  Minneapolis,  Minn.  He 
was  for  a  time  house  surgeon  in  the  St.  Paul 
c:ty  hospital,  and  he  spent  eighteen  months 
m  general  practice  at  Mineola,  Iowa.  In 
September,  1892,  he  went  to  Europe  and 
made  a  special  study  of  the  eye,  ear,  nose 
and  throat  in  the  hospitals  of  Vienna,  Leip- 
z;c  and  London,  returning  to  locate  in 
Council  Bluffs  in  December,  1895,  *°  prac- 
tice these  specialties. 

Dr.  Dean  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah 
Meston  in  Hastings,  Nebraska,  June  io, 
1897.  He  is  a  member  of  Fidelity  Coun- 
c;l,  156,  Royal  Arcanum.  He  is  oculist  and 
jurist  to  the  W.  C.  A.  hospital  of  Council 
Bluffs,  and  a  member  of  the  Iowa  State 
Medical  society,  the  Medical  Society  of  the 
Missouri  Valley,  the  Southwestern  Iowa 
Medical  society  and  the  Council  Bluffs 
Medical  society  . 


DUFFIELD,  Dr.  Hamilton  P.,  surgeon 
of  the  Iowa  Soldiers'  Home  at  Marshall- 
town,  is  one  of  the  well  established  and  well 
known  physicians  of  the  state,  having  been 
iii  active  practice  in  Iowa  since  1872.  His 
father,  Charles  W.  C.  Duffield,  of  English 
descent,  was  born  in  Virginia  in  1816.  He 
emigrated  to  Illinois  in  an  early  day  and 
settled  on  a  farm  in  McHenry  county, 
where  he  was  among  the  pioneer  settlers 
and  had  much  to  do  with  the  growth  and 
development  of  the  new  country.  He  was 
married  to  Sabina  Walkup,  also  a  native  of 
Virginia,  and  of  Welch  descent,  in  1840. 
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Dr.  H.  P.  Duffield  was  born  Janaury  7, 
1845,  on  his  father's  farm  in  McHenry 
county,  Illinois,  and  here  he  grew  to  man- 
hood, working  in  the  field  during  the  sum- 
mer and  attending  district  school  in  the 
winter.  He  entered  Todd's  School  for  Boys 
at  Woodstock  in  i860  and  later  attended 
the  seminary  at  Cherry  Grove,  finally  com- 
pleting a  course  at  Hedding  College,  Illi- 
nois. In  1864  he  enlisted  as  a  member  of 
Company  G,  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-sev- 
enth Illinois  infantry,  and  saw  considerable 
active  service  at  Memphis,  Tennessee,  and 
other  places  in  that    vicinity.      After    the 


war  he  began  the  study  of  medicine  under 
the  late  Dr.  Madison  Reece  of  Abingdon, 
Illinois,  and  afterward  attended  Rush  Med- 
ical College  at  Chicago,  graduating  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1870.  He  settled  at  Shenandoah, 
Iowa,  early  in  1872,  and  began  practicing, 
continuing  to  make  this  his  home  for  twen- 
ty-two years,  until  his  appointment  as  sur- 
geon of  the  Soldiers'  Home  in  1894.  Dur- 
ing his  long  residence  in  Iowa  and  years  of 
practice  he  has  met  with  gratifying  success, 
particularly  in  the  line  of  surgery.  He  was 
for  many  years  surgeon  of  the  Iowa  Na- 
tional Guard,  serving  with  the  old  Fifth  and 
consolidated  Third  regiments,  and  was  also 


surgeon  for  the  Chicago,  Burlington  & 
Quincy  Railroad  company  at  Shenandoah. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  American  Medical 
association,  the  State  Medical  Society  of 
Iowa,  of  several  local  medical  societies  and 
of  the  New  Sydenham  Society  of  London. 
With  the  co-operation  of  the  board  of  com- 
missioners and  later  the  State  Board  of  Con- 
trol, he  has  brought  about  many  im- 
provements at  the  Soldiers'  Home,  securing 
one  of  the  very  best  hospitals  in  the  state, 
with  an  efficient  corps  of  trained  nurses, 
and  in  many  ways  has  increased  the  com- 
forts of  the  old  soldiers  cared  for  in  that 
institution. 

Dr.  Duffield  has  been  a  lifelong  Repub- 
lican, and  has  held  many  responsible  posi- 
tions in  the  locality  where  he  lived  so  long. 
During  President  Arthur's  administration 
he  was  postmaster  of  Shenandoah,  and  he 
has  served  as  city  treasurer  and  president 
of  the  school  board.  He  belongs  to  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  lodge,  and  is  a  Mason. 
He  was  for  many  years  Master  of  the  Blue 
Lodge  and  High  Priest  of  the  chapter  of 
Masons  at  Shenandoah;  he  belongs  to  the 
Commandery,  Knights  Templar,  Eastern 
Star,  and  is  a  Noble  of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 
He  adheres  to  the  religion  to  which  he  was 
born,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
church. 

The  doctor  was  married  November  10, 
1870,  at  Abingdon,  Illinois,  to  Margaret 
M.  Camp,  a  daughter  of  Rev.  Thomas  M. 
Camp.  Three  children  have  been  born  to 
them,  but  only  one,  Charles  Leonard,  born 
December  13,  1878,  is  now  living. 


DRIVER,  Dr.  Frederick  Joseph,  of 
Shenandoah,  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  New 
York,  November  30.  1869.  By  dint  of  great 
perseverance  and  self-denial  he  secured  a 
good  education,  graduating  from  the  Oma- 
ha Medical  College  in  1895.  After  a  year's 
service  as  house  physician  in  Immanuel 
Hospital  in  Omaha,  he  located  in  Shenan- 
doah and  has  enjoyed  a  good  practice 
there  since.  Dr.  Driver's  parents  were  Eng- 
lish born.  The  father  came  to  this  coun- 
try in  1857.  He  was  apprenticed  to  his 
uncle,  a  groceryman,  when  he  was  9  years 
old,  on  account  of  the  death  of  his  father. 
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He  came  to  this  country  with  his  sister  Em- 
ily and  went  to  clerk  in  a  grocery  store  in 
Stiles,  Wisconsin,  where  he  stayed  nearly 
three  years.  His  sister  went  to  Southern 
Illinois  into  the  region  called  Egypt,  where 
she  died  of  malaria,  and  her  brother  was 
unable  to  reach  her  home  until  two  weeks 
after  her  death,  because  they  were  obliged 
to  travel  with  oxen.  He  then  visited  Chi- 
cago, Memphis,  and  landed  in  New  Orleans 
on  the  day  that  Abraham  Lincoln  was  elect- 
ed President.  The  Southerners,  learning 
that  he  was  a  black  Republican  and  an  abo- 
litionist, put  him  in  jail  when  the  war  broke 
out,  along  with  others  who  would  not  en- 
ter the  Confederate  army.  He  was  kept  in 
jail  until  Butler  reached  New  Orleans,  and 
he  came  north  on  the  boat  that  brought  the 
news  of  the  surrender  of  New  Orleans. 
From  that  time  until  1884  he  lived  in  New 
York  City,  Brooklyn  and  Kingston,  New 
York,  traveling  for  a  wholesale  grocery 
house  or  operating  a  grocery  store  on  his 
own  account.  In  1884  he  was  compelled  to 
give  up  his  business  on  account  of  illness  and 
the  family  came  to  Rockford,  soon  after  re- 
moving to  Missouri,  and  then  to  Council 
Bluffs.  In  1888  they  went  to  Omaha,  and 
in  1899  removed  to  Shenandoah  to  live 
with  Dr.  Driver.  The  doctor's  mother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Ellen  Whittaker, 
was  born  in  Norwich,  Connecticut,  and  was 
the  daughter  of  a  Methodist  minister.  Her 
health  was  very  delicate  from  the  time  she 
was  20  years  of  age,  and  during  the  last 
three  years  of  her  life  she  was  an  invalid, 
although  always  bright  and  cheerful.  No 
sacrifice  was  ever  too  great  for  her  to  make 
for  her  boys.  She  died  during  the  summer 
of  1899.  She  had  an  uncle  in  Scarbor- 
ough, England,  who  was  widely  known 
throughout  England  as  a  temperance  lec- 
turer. He  was  mayor  of  Scarborough  for 
many  years,  and  lectured  throughout  the 
eastern  part  of  the  United  States  about 
twenty  years  ago. 

Dr.  Driver  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Brooklyn  and  Kingston, 
where  he  lived  until  he  was  15  years  old. 
He  attended  school  under  great  difficulties, 
as  he  was  working  in  his  father's  store  at 
the  same  time  and  could  n  >t  be  regular  in 
his  attendance,  though  he  managed  to  keep 
up  with  his  class.     When  the  family  came 


west  he  worked  on  farms  in  Illinois  near 
Sycamore  and  Rockford,  and  later  near 
Stansberry,  Missouri,  where  he  went  to 
school.  For  about  two  years  he  worked 
on  farms  near  Council  Bluffs,  and  in  the 
fall  of  1888  entered  the  employ  of  a  whole- 
sale furniture  house,  where  he  remained 
for  one  year  and  then  removed  to  Omaha. 
He  was  advanced  from  time  to  time  in  dif- 
ferent furniture  establishments  until  he  be- 
came foreman  of  one  of  the  largest  in  the 
city.  During  this  time,  in  addition  to  sup- 
porting himself  and  trying  to  secure  an  ed- 
ucation, the  young  man  helped  to  take  care 
of  his  father's  family,  consisting  of  three 
brothers  and  a  sister.  His  oldest  brother, 
W.  \V.  Driver,  is  now  a  dentist  in  Coin, 
Iowa.  He  attended  night  school  at  the 
Council  Bluffs  Business  College  and  during 
the  winters  from  1890  to  1894-95  he  at- 
tended medical  lectures  at  the  Omaha  Med- 
ical College,  and  received  his  degree  in 
April,  1895,  being  fifth  in  a  class  of  twenty- 
three.  He  was  complimented  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  house  physician  to  the  Im- 
manuel  Hospital  in  Omaha,  where  he  re- 
mained a  year  before  entering  upon  his 
practice  in  Shenadoah,  which  is  quite  sat- 
isfactory and  steadily  growing.  The  doctor 
is  now  health  officer  of  the  city,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Southwestern  Medical  so- 
ciety. While  a  resident  of  Council  Bluffs 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Dodge  Light 
Guards,  and  in  1897  was  appointed  by  Gov- 
ernor Drake  as  aide  de  camp  on  Brigadier 
General  Guest's  staff.  When  Company  E, 
Fifty-first  regiment  Iowa  National  Guard, 
was  reorganized  at  Shenandoah  he  was 
elected  first  lieutenant.  The  doctor  is  a 
Republican,  as  all  of  his  family  are.  He 
belongs  to  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  Amer- 
ica and  the  Methodist  church. 

In  December,  1896,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Helen  McLain,  a  kindergarten  teacher 
i»j  the  city  schools  of  Omaha.  Her  father 
was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Eastern  Ne- 
braska. One  child,  Donald  Duane.  was 
born  to  them  July  11,  1898,  but  he  died 
August  13,  1898. 


DALBEY,  James  William,  M.  D.,  of 
Cedar  Rapids,  at  present  occupying  the 
chair  of  opthalmology  and  otology  in  the 
State  University,  was  born  in  a  log  cabin 
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in  Logan  county,  Illinois,  October  23, 
1863.  His  father,  John  W.  Dalbey,  was  a 
farmer  and  live  stock  dealer.  He  was  a  na- 
tive of  Virginia,  but  spent  his  early  life  in 
Ohio,  coming  to  Illinois  in  1846.  His  moth- 
er, Hannah  E.  (Kincaid)  Delbey,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Illinois  and  a  descendant  of  the 
prominent  Kentucky  family  of  that  name. 
The  ancestry  on  both  the  father's  and 
mother's  side  were  farmers,  controlling 
considerable  landed  interests,  chiefly  in 
Ohio,  Kentucky  and  Illinois.  Prof.  Dalbey 
entered  the  high  school  at  Springfield  at  the 
age  of  13,  but  owing  to  failing  health  at- 


tended but  a  few  months,  when  he  returned 
to  the  farm,  where  he  remained  until  he 
was  18.  He  then  entered  the  Illinois  Col- 
lege at  Jacksonville,  taking  the  scientific 
course,  in  which  he  graduated  in  1885,  be- 
ing elected  by  his  classmates  to  deliver  the 
class  oration.  During  his  college  course  he 
formed  the  acquaintance  of  Dr.  A.  E. 
Prince,  now  of  Springfield,  but  then  con- 
ducting, together  with  his  father,  David 
Prince,  a  noted  surgeon  of  Illinois,  a  sani- 
tarium. A  warm  admiration  for  Dr.  Prince 
and  a  natural  love  for  medical  science  re- 
sulted in  a  determination  to  follow  the  spe- 


cial  studies  in  which  Dr.   Prince  was  en- 
gaged, i.  e.,  the  study  of  diseases  of  the  eye 
and  ear.     Graduating  from  the  Illinois  Col- 
lege in  June,  1885,  he  entered  the  Madical 
Department  of  the  University  of  Michigan, 
where  he  took  two  courses  of  lectures,  after 
which  he  went  to  New  York  City  and  en- 
tered  the  college  of   Physicians  and   Sur- 
geons, graduating  therefrom  in  the  class  of 
1888.     His  was  the  first  class    graduating 
from  the  new  building  erected  by  the  mu- 
nificence of  William  H.  Vanderbilt.    While 
in  the  Illinois  College  he  was  a  member  of 
Sigma  Pi  society,  and  at  the  University  of 
Michigan  was  one  of  the    signers    of    the 
charter  for  the  Nu  Sigma  Nu  organization. 
His  first  year  and  a  half  after  graduation 
was  spent  with  Dr.  A.  E.  Prince  at  Jack- 
sonville, serving  as  his  assistant.     In  1889 
he  came  to  Iowa  and  located  in  Cedar  Rap- 
ids.    He  was  a  stranger,  and  had  little  cap- 
ital other  than  his  professional    education. 
During  that  year  the  position  of  lecturer  on 
opthalmology  and  otology  in  the    medical 
department  of  the  State    University    being 
vacant,  he  secured  the  endorsement  of  Dr. 
John  Rauch,  Dr.  David    Prince    and    Dr. 
George  N.  Kreider,  and  upon  their  recom- 
mendations received  the  appointment  to  that 
position,  which  he  held  for  two  years.     At 
that  time  the  chair  of    opthalmology    and 
otology  was  created  and  he  was  elected  to 
fill  the  same,  a  position  which  he  still  occu- 
pies.    In  1893  he  was  appointed  chairman 
of  the  section  of  that  science  in  the  State 
Medical  society,  and  was  reappointed  to  the 
same  place  in    1896.      He  has  twice  been 
elected  a  delegate  to  the  American  Medical 
association  from  Iowa,  and  fills  a  position 
on  the  staff  of  St.  Luke's  Hospital  in  Cedar 
Rapids.     He  has  charge  of  the  eye  and  ear 
work  in  the  hospital  clinics  in    the    State 
University. 

Prof.  Dalbey  is  a  Republican,  but  not  a 
politician.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Presby- 
terian church.  He  belongs  to  the  Occiden- 
tal Club  at  Cedar  Rapids,  in  which  he  has 
served  on  the  board  of  control  for  three 
years.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Fannie  B. 
Dayton  at  Jacksonville,  Illinois,  October 
30,  1889.  They  have  three  children,  Day- 
ton Elmer.  Harry  Kincaid  and  Allen  Krei- 
der Dalbey. 
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DAUGHENBAUGH,  Abraham  R.,  the 
son  of  Sebastian  M.  Daughenbaugh,  Jucasjaf 
German  ancestry.  '  His  grandparents  came 
from  Germany  to  America  in  their  youth, 
settling  with  their  parents  in  Berks  county, 
Pennsylvania.  Their  son  moved  to  Woos- 
ter,  Ohio,  when  he  was  21  years  of  age. 
His  grandfather  on  his  mother's  side,  Da- 
vid Richart,  also  came  from  Germany,  set- 
tling in  Lycomen  county,  Pennsylvania.  He 
was  a  professor  of  language  and  taught  in 
the  schools  of  Wayne  county,  Ohio.  The 
parents  of  Abraham  Daughenbaugh  were 
among  the  early  settlers  of  Ohio  and  Illi- 


nois. His  father  was  an  extensive  miller, 
and  in  that  business  accumulated  a  great 
deal  of  wealth.  He  was  the  youngest  of 
four  children,  and  was  born  on  the  31st  of 
October,  1843,  *n  Wooster,  Ohio.  While  a 
child  his  parents  moved  to  Stephenson 
county,  Illinois,  in  the  spring  of  1849.  His 
boyhood  was  passed  in  Cedarville  and  when 
23  years  of  age  he  moved  to  Lena,  Illinois. 
His  early  education  was  in  the  public 
schools  of  Ohio  and  Illinois.  Afterwards  he 
attended  the  academy  at  Cedarville.  He 
was  a  bright  student,  standing  at  the  head 
of  his  class  when  he  completed  his  course. 
He  developed  an  aptitude  for  business  when 
a  young  man  and  worked  his  own  way  with- 


out assistance.  Ja-Ac^prmg  -of  ^1968  fre 
stilled  at  Daton,  Iowa,  then  a  country  vil- 
lage in  Webster  county,  where  he  opened 
a  store  and  continued  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness until  the  fall  of  1877,  when  he  moved  to 
Gowrie,  in  the  same  county.  There  he 
greatly  enlarged  his  business  operations, 
dealing  in  stock,  grain,  lumber,  land  and 
banking.  He  established  general  stores  in 
adjacent  towns  and  also  extended  his  stock 
and  grain  buying  into  several  towns  in  that 
section.  He  has  acquired  large  banking 
interests,  being  connected  with  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Fort  Dodge  and  the  Fort 
Dodge  National  bank,  the  Stafford  State 
bank  and  the  Webster  county  State  bank 
of  Gowrie.  Mr.  Daughenbaugh  is  one 
of  the  most  widely  known  men  of 
Webster  county.  His  long  residence 
and  extensive  business  connection  in 
that  region  have  given  him  a  very  extensive 
acquaintance  among  all  classes  of  people, 
and  he  has  made  a  host  of  friends  among 
the  business  tnen  of  that  part  of  the  state. 
Beginning  life  without  capital,  Mr. 
Daughenbaugh  has  by  his  own  unaided  ef- 
forts won  his  way  step  by  step,  by  good 
judgment,  untiring  energy  and  correct  bus- 
iness methods.  He  foresaw  the  great  possi- 
bilities of  that  vast  unsettled  prairie  coun- 
try in  Webster  and  adjacent  counties,  and 
knew  that  it  must  in  the  not  distant  future 
become  thickly  populated  by  prosperous 
farmers  and  dotted  with  thriving  villages. 
He  prospered  in  his  business  ventures  from 
the  start,  investing  his  accumulations  in 
cheap  lands  in  Webster,  Calhoun,  Green  and 
Dakota,  Nebraska,  Kansas  and  Minnesota, 
which  have  grown  to  be  valuable.  In  Au- 
gust, 1887,  Mr.  Daughenbaugh  moved  his 
family  to  Des  Moines,  where  they  are  now 
pleasantly  located  on  Grand  avenue.  His 
wife  was  Miss  Henrietta  Richey  of  Dixon, 
Illinois.  They  were  married  March  22, 
1866.  Miss  Richey  was  born  in  Wooster, 
Ohio.  Her  parents  were  of  Scotch  descent. 
They  came  to  Iowa  in  1854,  being  among 
the  earliest  settlers  in  Webster  county, 
where  Mr.  Richey  acquired  large  tracts  of 
land.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Daughenbaugh  have 
had  six  children,  five  of  whom  are  living: 
Martha  Jennie,  Sarah  Nettie  May,  Abra- 
ham Fred,  Nelle  and  Mable  Grace.  The 
oldest  daughter  is  a  graduate  of  Drake  Uni- 
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vtrsity,  where  she  took  a  course  in  instru- 
mental music.  Nelle  is  a  graduate  of  La- 
sell  Seminary,  Auburndale,  Massachusetts, 
where  she  took  a  musical  and  literary 
course ;  Nettie  has  a  thorough  business  edu- 
cation, and  assists  her  father  in  his  extens- 
ive business  interests ;  Grace  is  still  in  the 
high  school ;  A.  Fred  graduated  in  the  law 
department  of  Drake  University,  taking  his 
degree  of  LL.  B.  in  May,  1897.  He  is  prac- 
ticing law  and  assisting  his  father  at  Gow- 
rie.  Mr.  Daughenbaugh  is  a  Republican 
and  takes  an  active  interest  in  politics,  but 
never  seeks  political  honors.  Since  his  set- 
tlement at  Dayton  in  1868  he  has  witnessed 
the  wonderful  development  of  that  then 
wild  prairie  region,  which  is  now  a  magnifi- 
cent farming  country,  of  great  productions, 
prosperous  homes,  dotted  with  beautiful 
groves,  orchards  and  villages,  and  now  tra- 
versed by  railroads  which  connect  it  with 
the  markets  of  the  world.  Mr.  Daughen- 
baugh has  been  one  of  the  important  factors 
ir  this  transformation. 


DENNISON,  John,  of  Bellevue,  is  one 
of  the  oldest  physicians  in  Iowa,  having  be- 
gun the  practice  of  medicine  in  1846,  over 
fifty  years  ago.  His  parents,  Joseph  and 
Deborah  James  Dennison,  were  thrifty,  in- 
telligent Yankees,  who  removed  from  Con- 
necticut to  New  York  in  1892.  His  father 
was  a  carpenter  and  farmer,  who  lived  in 
very  comfortable  circumstances  during  the 
latter  part  of  his  life.  There  is  some  Irish 
and  Welsh  blood  among  the  ancestors,  but 
most  of  them  were  English  of  the  Puritan 
type.  William  Dennison  came  from  England 
to  America  in  161 3,  in  company  with  John 
Elliott,  the  famous  apostle  to  the  Indians, 
and  translator  of  the  Bible  into  their  lan- 
guage. Mr.  Dennison  brought  his  family 
with  him,  consisting  of  his  wife,  Margaret, 
and  his  three  sons,  Daniel,  Edward  and 
George.  The  youngest  son  returned  about 
1643  to  England,  where  he  served  with  dis- 
tinction under  Oliver  Cromwell,  holding  a 
high  office  in  the  army.  He  was  wounded  at 
the  battle  of  Naseby  and  was  carried  to  the 
home  of  an  Irish  lord  living  in  England. 
Here  he  was  nursed  by  the  lord's  daugh- 
ter. Ann  Borodel,  whom  he  married  soon  af- 


ter his  recovery,  and  in  1646  they  came  to 
America,  settling  at  Stonington,  Connecti- 
cut. Dr.  Dennison  is  a  direct  descendant  of 
George  and  Ann  Dennison,  of  whom  he  has 
every  reason  to  reel  proud. 

Dr.  John  Dennison  was  born  August  8, 
1818,  at  Forestville,  Chautauqua  county, 
New  York.  After  obtaining  an  element- 
ary education  in  the  district  schools,  he  at- 
tended Fredonia  Academy  two  years,  and 
was  always  an  ambitious,  hard  working  stu- 
dent, who  stood  very  high  in  all  his  classes. 
For  several  years  he  was  engaged  in  teach- 
ing in  district  and  hieh  schools.     In  addi- 


tion to  his  work  in  the  day  schools  he  was 
extensively  employed  as  an  instructor  in 
vocal  music.  He  began  studying  medicine 
and  surgery  in  1843  *n  the  office  of  Dr.  Sol- 
omon Barrett  at  his  home  in  Forestville, 
and  was  afterward  a  student  in  the  office  of 
Professor  March  at  Albany.  He  graduated 
frcm  the  Albany  Medical  College  in  1846, 
and  after  traveling  and  visiting  in  the  South 
for  a  year  he  settled  at  Alden,  Erie  county, 
New  York,  where  he  practiced  for  twe^tv 
years.  In  those  days  for  visiting  a  patient 
in  the  village  and  furnishing  him  med'cine 
the  charre  was  50  cents ;  for  going  into  the 
country  there  was  an  allowance  of  25  cents 
per  mile  one  way  for  travel  wth  no  extra 
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charge  for  medicine  and  prescription;  the 
fee  for  obstetric  cases  was  $4,  and  surgical 
operations  were  performed  at  similarly  low 
rates.  In  1866  the  doctor  came  to  Iowa, 
locating  at  De  Witt.  Clinton  county,  where 
ho  continued  his  practice  for  twenty-five 
years.  In  1891  he  retired  from  active  prac- 
tice and  settled  in  Bellevue,  feeling  unable 
to  longer  endure  the  exposure  and  wear  of 
a  physician's  life.  He  now  enjoys  fair 
health  at  the  age  of  82,  and  spends  much 
of  his  rime  in  travel,  having  visited  twenty- 
five  different  states  and  five  territories. 

The  doctor  was  for  many  years  a  member 
of  the  American  Medical  society  and  of  the 
Iowa  State  Medical  society.  He  joined  the 
Clinton  County  Medical  association  soon  af- 
ter its  organization,  and  is  still  an  honorary 
member.  He  has  been  a  Republican  ever 
since  the  party  came  into  existence,  and  be- 
fore that  was  a  Whig,  casting  his  first  vote 
for  William  Henry  Harrison.  At  the  age 
of  18  he  joined  the  Baptist  church,  to  which 
he  still  belongs. 

Dr.  Dennison  was  married  September  3, 
1850,  to  Eleanor  M.  Farnsworth,  who  is 
still  living.  They  have  three  children :  Mrs. 
Flora  E.  Dinhart,  who  lives  at  Slayton, 
Minnesota;  Walter  P.,  of  De  Witt,  and  Dr. 
John  C.  of  Bellevue. 


DENISON,  John  Chase,  of  Bellevue, 
is  a  young  man  who,  within  a  comparatively 
short  number  of  years,  has  succeeded  in 
building  up  a  large  and  paying  practice 
which  many  older  professionals  would  be 
glad  to  possess.  He  has  been  brought  up  in 
a  doctor's  office,  for  he  is  the  son  of  Dr. 
John  Dennison.  of  whose  life  a  sketch  has 
just  been  given.  He  was  born  July  10, 
1866,  at  Alden,  Erie  county.  New  York, 
but  remained  there  less  than  a  year,  coming 
with  his  parents  to  De  Witt,  Clinton  county, 
Iowa,  in  May,  1867.  Here  he  obtained  his 
early  education,  graduating  from  the  lrgh 
school  in  1882.  He  continued  his  studies 
at  the  Northern  Indiana  Normal  School  at 
Valparaiso,  Indiana,  and  at  the  Norton 
Normal  School  at  Wilton.  Iowa,  graduat- 
ing from  the  latter  as  class  valedictorian  in 
1885.  He  helped  earn  his  way  through 
school  by  clerking  in  drug  stores  during  va- 


cations, and  all  his  spare  moments  were 
given  to  the  study  of  medicine.  He  became 
a  registered  pharmacist  in  1886,  having  suc- 
cessfully passed  the  examinations  given  by 
the  Iowa  State  Board  of  Pharmacy.  He 
entered  Rush  Medical  College  at  Chicago 
the  same  year,  but  did  not  complete  the 
course  prescribed  by  that  school.  His  pre- 
paratory medical  training  was  concluded  at 
Icwa  City,  Iowa,  where  he  graduated  from 
the  medical  department  of  the  State  Univer- 
sity in  March,  1889.  He  first  located  at 
Andrew,  Iowa,  where  for  two  and  a  half 
years  he  conducted  a  drug  store,  in  addi- 


tion to  practicing  his  profession.  He  re- 
moved in  1892  to  his  home  in  Belle- 
vue, where  in  a  short  time  his  skill  brought 
him  many  patients.  He  has  remained  there 
ever  since,  meeting  with  unusual  success. 
He  is  at  present  the  city  health  officer,  a 
position  which  he  has  held  for  five  years. 

The  doctor  has  always  been  a  Republican, 
but  h;s  duties  as  a  physician  have  not  al- 
U  wed  him  to  accept  any  public  office  except 
ir.  his  own  line  of  work.  Under  Harrison's 
administration  he  served  as  a  member  of 
the  board  of  examining  surgeons  for  pen- 
si*  >u$  at  Maquoketa.  Iowa.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Dubuque    Medical    society    and 
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Iowa  State  Medical  society,  and  belongs  to 
the  M:»sonic  and  Knights  of  Pythias  orders. 
Dr.  Dennison  was  married  June  19,  1890, 
at  Andrew,  Iowa,  to  Miss  Maude  L.  Hun- 
ter, the  oldest  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Nancy  Hunter.  They  have  two  children: 
Florence  Ewell,  born  July  29,  1891,  and 
John  Rex  ford,  born  August  16,  1894. 


ERICSON,  Charles  John  Alfred,  late 
Senator  from  Boone  county  and  one  of  the 
benefactors  of  the  city  of  Boone,  is  a  na- 


tive of  Sweden,  born  March  8,  1840,  at  So- 
dra  vi  Smaland.  His  father,  Eric  Nelson, 
was  a  farmer  in  comfortable  circumstances, 
and  his  mother  was  Catherine  Clementson 
Nelson.  Her  people  were  prominent  and 
influential  men  in  church  and  state  affairs 
in  the  province  of  Ostergotland,  in  which 
they  lived.  Mr.  Nelson  was  unable,  owing 
to  the  hard  conditions  of  life  in  the  old 
country,  to  accumulate  any  capital,  but  the 
children  were  sent  to  the  common  school 
and  given  the  best  education  that  their  pa- 
rents' means  afforded.  They  were  sent  to 
a  movable  school,  so-called.  The  school- 
master would  come  to  a  neighborhood  and 
hold  three  months'  school,  and  then  move 


on  to  the  next  place.  In  1852  the  family 
came  to  America.  The  son,  of  whom  we 
write,  first  worked  on  a  farm  near  Moline, 
Illinois,  driving  three  yoke  of  oxen  to  a 
breaking  plow.  He  afterward  worked  in  a 
sawmill  and  in  a  flour  mill  in  Alton,  Illi- 
nois, and  for  about  three  years  he  clerked 
in  a  store. 

A  brother  had  come  to  the  southern  part 
of  Webster  county  in  1858,  and  a  year  later 
C.  J.  A.  Ericson  came  to  Des  Moines  by 
steamboat,  headed  for  Boone  county.  This 
was  in  the  spring  of  18^59.  He  was  plan- 
ning to  go  into  the  mercantile  business  and 
had  a  few  hundred  dollars'  worth  of  goods 
which  he  had  brought  from  Illinois.  Upon 
his  arrival  in  Des  Moines  he  went  to 
Messrs.  Keyes  &  Crawford,  wholesale 
merchants,  and  purchased  a  bill  of  goods 
amounting  to  $85,  which  was  all  the  money 
he  had.  Mr.  Keyes  asked  him  if  that  was 
all  he  wanted,  and  he  replied  that  he  could 
see  a  number  of  articles  he  could  use,  but 
having  no  more  money,  *.'p  ci  uld  not  buy  any 
more.  Mr.  Keyes  was  a  keen,  far-seeing 
New  Englander.  He  looked  the  young  man 
over,  asked  him  a  few  questions  and  wanted 
to  know  when  he  would  pay  if  more  goods 
were  sold  to  him  on  credit.  Mr.  Ericson 
replied:  "My  dear  sir,  I  don't  know.  I 
am  going  to  a  new  country  and  I  don't 
know  what  I  can  do  or  what  kind  of  trade 
or  success  I  will  have,  but  I  assure  you  I 
will  pay  for  them  sometime,  and  I  hope  to 
do  so  before  long."  The  result  of  this  frank 
declaration  was  that  the  young  merchant 
was  told  to  pick  out  what  he  wanted, 
though  the  wholesale  man  had  never  seen 
or  heard  of  him  before,  had  no  assurance 
that  he  would  never  see  him  again  and  asked 
for  no  references.  Mr.  Ericson  took  $120 
more  in  goods,  and  for  this  act  of  confidence, 
so  important  to  the  young  man's  success,  he 
always  holds  the  members  of  this  old  firm 
in  grateful  remembrance.  He  opened  up 
his  business  at  Mineral  Ridge  postoflke  in 
Boone  county,  and  in  thirty  days  he  hired 
a  team  and  drove  to  Des  Moines  with  such 
products  as  the  country  afforded,  namely, 
honey,  beeswax,  butter,  eggs,  dry  hides, 
maple  sugar,  coon,  mink  and  muskrat  skins 
and  ginseng.  These  products  he  took  to 
Keyes  &  Crawford  and  asked  them  to  take 
what  they  could  use  and  give  him  what  was 
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fair  for  them.  They  took  all  he  had,  which 
paid  his  first  debt,  and  he  then  bought  $220 
more  goods  on  credit.  So  he  was  estab- 
lished as  a  business  man  of  good  standing. 
His  store  building  was  rented  for  $3  a 
month,  and  a  log  house  of  two  rooms  for  a 
dwelling  at  $1.50  a  month.  The  nearest 
railway  point  was  Iowa  City,  150  miles 
away.  He  made  trips  to  this  point,  loaded 
both  ways,  which  took  two  weeks,  and  dur- 
ing the  trip  he  would  sleep  under  the  wagon 
or  in  hay  mows. 

In  i860  Mr.  Ericson  was  appointed  post- 
master of  Mineral  Ridge  under  James  Bu- 
chanan's administration.  It  was  said  at  the 
time  his  appointment  was  partially  due  to 
the  fact  that  no  Democrat  in  the  village 
could  write.  It  was  also  supposed  that  the 
appointment  would  be  an  inducement  for 
the  young  postmaster  to  vote  the  Democrat- 
ic ticket  when  he  became  of  age,  the  follow- 
ing year.  This,  however,  was  a  miscalcu- 
lation. He  held  the  office  until  1871.  The 
settlers  often  came  in  with  letters  to  mail  and 
no  cash,  so  the  postmaster  let  them  have  the 
necessary  stamps  in  exchange  for  such  bar- 
ter as  they  had  to  offer.  M r.  Ericson  con- 
tinued to  prosper  in  business,  and  in  the 
year  1870  he  removed  to  Boone,  where  he 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  business,  and 
later  in  the  banking  business.  He  has  for 
more  than  twenty-five  years  been  cashier  of 
the  City  Bank  of  Boone.  It  was  started 
with  a  capital  of  $50,000,  and  now  has 
$100,000  capital  and  $100,0000  surplus.  By 
industry,  economy  and  judicious  invest- 
ments Senator  Ericson  has  grown  to  be 
one  of  the  wealthiest  men  in  central  Iowa, 
and  at  the  same  t:me  he  has  been  very  gen- 
erous with  his  means  in  assisting  to  build 
up  public  institutions  in  which  he  is  inter- 
ested. In  1899  he  made  a  gift  to  Angus- 
tana  College  at  Rock  Island,  Illinois,  of 
$12,800  on  condition  that  the  college  raise 
an  equal  amount  for  the  purchase  of  a  park 
or  campus  of  ten  acres  lying  in  front  of  the 
college.  The  condition  was  complied  with 
and  the  campus  is  known  as  Ericson  park. 
The  honorary  degree  of  LL.  D.  was  con- 
ferred upon  Senator  Ericson  by  Augustana 
College  May  31,  1900,  as  a  grateful  hon- 
orarium in  recognition  for  the  aid  and  sup- 
port which  he  had  given  to  the  college  in 
its  time  of  need.     In  1900  Senator  Ericson 


erected  in  Boone  a  brick  building  costing 
$10,000  which  he  presented  to  the  city  of 
Boone  for  a  public  library.  It  is  known  as 
the  Ericson  Memorial  Library. 

In  1867  and  1868  Mr.  Ericson  built  five 
school  houses  in  Dodge  township,  Boone 
county,  out  of  native  lumber,  and  these 
school  houses  are  still  in  use.  The  floors 
were  hard  maple  and  the  finishing  lumber, 
the  doors  and  siding  are  black  and  white 
walnut  and  linden,  with  oak  shingles.  The 
green  timber  was  sawed  and  dried  in  kilns 
the  same  jeason.  Mr.  Ericson  was  paid  in 
warrants,  there  being  not  a  dollar  in  the 
school  treasuries  to  pay  for  the  buildings. 

Senator  Ericson  was  first  elected  to  the 
legislature  as  n  member  of  the  House  in 
187.?,  so  he  voted  for  William  B.  Allison 
for  United  States  Senator  the  first  time  he 
was  elected,  and  also  the  last  time,  in  1898. 
In  the  Fourteenth  General  Assembly  Mr. 
Ericson  secured  the  passage  of  a  bill  mak- 
ing all  settlers  of  the  Des  Moines  river 
lands  occupying  claimants.  The  river  land 
company  had  been  evicting  these  settlers 
from  their  homes  without  compensation  for 
their  improvements.  This  law  compelled 
the  company  to  pay  the  settlers  for  improve- 
ments before  they  could  be  evicted,  and 
gave  the  settlers  a  standing  in  court.  In 
1895  Mr-  Ericson  was  elected  by  the  Repub- 
licans to  be  State  Senator  from  the  district 
composed  of  Boone  and  Story  counttes.  In 
the  Twenty-sixth  General  Assembly  he 
introduced  a  bill  taxing  corporations  for  the 
issuance  of  charters  by  the  state,  and  the 
bill  became  a  law.  This  brought  many 
thousands  of  dollars  to  the  state  treasury 
annually.  Senator  Ericson  was  a  member 
of  the  ways  and  means  committee  during  his 
term  as  Senator,  and  took  a  leading  part 
in  shaping  the  financial  policy  of  the  state 
in  that  committee.  In  1898  he  secured  the 
passage  of  the  bill  reducing  the  interest  paid 
on  state  warrants  from  6  to  5  per  cent- 
Senator  Ericson  has  taken  part  in  two  re- 
visions of  the  code  of  Iowa,  in  1873  ^^ 
1897.  He  and  Jack  Morrison  of  Hedrick 
are  the  only  men  who  served  in  both  these 
sessions. 

Senator  Ericson  is  a  member  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  church  of  Boone  and  has 
served  as  trustee  and  treasurer  of  the  church 
for  a  quarter  of  a  century.     He  belongs  to 
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the  Masonic  fraternity  and  is  a  Knight 
Templar.  He  has  served  as  Worthy  Mas- 
ter, High  Priest  and  Eminent  Commander 
in  the  different  orders.  While  a  member  of 
the  Senate  he  became  interested  in  the  Grant 
club  of  Des  Moines  and  is  one  of  its  mem- 
bers. 

Mr.  Ericson  was  married  November  8, 
1873,  to  Miss  Nellie  Linderblad  of  Prince- 
ton, Illinois.  They  have  one  grown  daugh- 
ter, Miss  Lorena.  Mrs.  Erickson  died 
April  29,  1899. 


ELY,  John  Fellows,  M.  D.,  is  a  de- 
scendant of  Nathaniel  Ely,  who  was  one  of 
Thomas  Hooker's  congregation,  about  200 
in  number,  that  received  a  special  permit 
from  King  Charles  I  to  emigrate  to  the  New 
England  colony  and  there  to  worship  God 
without  restriction.  They  sailed  from  Ips- 
wich in  1634  and  settled  in  Newtown,  now 
Cambridge,  Massachusetts.  In  1636  Thom- 
as Hooker,  with  about  100  others,  includ- 
ing Nathaniel  Ely,  removed  to  Hartford, 
Connecticut.  In  1649,  Nathaniel  Ely,  with 
others,  laid  out  the  town  of  Norwalk,  Con- 
necticut. He  was  selectman  in  1656  and 
representative  to  the  General  Court  the  next 
year.  He  settled  permanently  in  1659  at 
Springfield,  Massachusetts,  and  his  de- 
scendants are  now  found  in  all  parts  of  the 
country.  They  are  generally  distinguished 
as  worthy  and  patriotic  citizens. 

Elisha  Ely,  the  father  of  John  F.,  was  a 
native  of  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  and 
became  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Roch- 
ester, New  York.  He  built  the  first  flour- 
ing mill,  and  was  also  a  member  of  the  first 
mercantile  firm  in  that  city.  In  the  war  of 
181 2  he  became  prominent  in  the  defense  of 
the  United  States  stores  at  Hanford's  Land- 
ing, being  a  captain  in  the  militia  regiment 
0:  Colonel  Isaac  Stone.  In  June,  181 4, 
this  regiment,  about  800  strong,  encamped 
ar  the  mouth  of  the  Genesee  river,  and  on 
the  approach  of  the  British  fleet  under  Sir 
lames  Yeo  the  men  were  so  maneuvered  as 
to  display  apparently  a  very  large  force, 
and  also  to  appear  strongly  fortified.  This 
effect  was  produced  by  "Quaker  guns" — 
huge  logs  of  wood  painted  black  and  mount- 
ed on  earthworks.     The  enemy  were  com- 


pletely deceived  and  delayed  landing  until 
the  near  approach  of  Commodore  Chauncy 
compelled  them  to  retire.  Thus  were  saved 
the  government  stores,  valued  at  about  $3,- 
000,000.  Captain  Ely's  company  subse- 
quently engaged  in  the  battles  of  Lundy's 
Lane  and  Bridgewater.  Captain  Ely's 
brother,  Alexander,  was  one  of  Major  An- 
dre's guards,  and  was  present  at  the  execu- 
tion of  the  death  sentence  upon  him.  Dr. 
Ely's  mother  was  Hannah  Dickinson  of 
Hadley,  Massachusetts.  She  was  descend- 
ed from  a  long  line  of  worthy  religious  an- 
cestry, originally  from  England. 


John  F.  Eiy  was  born  June  25,  1821,  in 
Rochester,  New  York,  and  was  the  eighth 
of  ten  children.  At  the  age  of  1 1  years  he 
was  fitted  for  college  at  the  high  school. 
His  mother  dying  of  cholera  in  1832  and 
the  family  being  broken  up,  he  was  sent  the 
next  year  to  Stockbridge,  Massachusetts, 
where  he  spent  three  years  on  the  farm  of 
Colonel  Prentice  Williams.  His  winters 
were  devoted  to  study  of  civil  engineering 
at  Stockbridge  Academy.  Among  his  class- 
mates were  Cyrus  W.  and  Henry  Field,  the 
youngest  of  the  noted  Field  brothers.  From 
school  he  went  to  the  home  of  his  father 
ip  Allegan,  M'chigan,  where  for  several 
years  h;s  occupat;on  was  varied,  being  sur- 
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veyor  and  a  deputy  in  several  township  and 
county  offices.    Before  and  during  the  Polk 
and  Clay  campaign  he  conducted  a  Demo- 
cratic paper,  the  Allegan  Record.     During 
this  period,  under  an  able    tutor,    he    pre- 
pared himself  for  entering  the  third  term 
of  the  sophomore    year    at    college.      His 
health  then  failing,  he  was  led  to  the  study 
of  medicine  and  surgery.    In  1845  he  went 
to  New  York  and  was  for  three  years  in  the 
office  of  Professor  Willard  Parker,  then  one 
of  the  most  noted  surgeons  of  this  country. 
In  the  last  year  he  was  the  professor's  office 
assistant,  and  selected  patients  for  his  col- 
lege clinics.  In  March,  1848,  he  received  his 
degree  from  the  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons.     The  summer  of  that  year  was 
spent  at  Holland,  Michigan,  in  teaching  the 
Dutch  doctors  how  to  treat  properly    the 
common  bilious  remittent  fever,  which  was 
prevalent  and  quite  fatal  in  the  new  colony. 
In  October,  1848,  he  went  to  Cedar  Rap- 
ids, his  brother  Alexander  having  died  there 
three  months  before,  leaving  a  large  estate. 
This  city  was  then  but  in  embryo,  having 
only  about  150  people.     Besides  giving  at- 
tention to  his  brother's  affairs  he  became 
interested  in  the    water   power,    and    soon 
owned  what  was  then  considered  the  best 
flouring  mill  in  the  state,  and  also  a  fine 
sawmill.    In  connection  with  Greene  Broth- 
ers and  N.  B.  Brown,  the  other  owners  of 
the  power,  he  built,  in  1850,  the  first  per- 
manent mill  dam  across  the  Cedar  river. 
In  1854  he  became  associated  with  H.  G. 
Angle  in  the  milling,  real  estate  and  mer- 
cantile business.     This,  together  with  med- 
ical and  surgical  practice,    was    continued 
till  the  summer  of  1862,  when  he  sold  out  to 
his  partner  and  entered  the  United  States 
service  as  surgeon  of    the    Twenty-fourth 
Iowa  infantry.     He  was  appointed  brigade 
sergeon  by  General  Clinton  B.  Fiske,  then 
at  Helena,  Arkansas,  and  afterwards  med- 
ical director  of    General    A.    P.    Hovey's 
Twelfth  Division,  Thirteenth  Army  Corps. 
His  most  active  service  was  in  the  Vicks- 
burg  campaign,  participating  in  nearly  all 
the  battles  leading  up  to  the  siege  of  that 
stronghold.     He  resigned  June  9,  1863,  in 
consequence  of  acute  illness.      For    three 
years  after  he  was  unable  to  pursue  any  act- 
ive business,  and  to  the  present  time  he  has 
never  fully  recovered   from  the  effects  of 


this  disability.  However,  his  circumstances 
enabled  him  by  frequent  changes  of  climate 
to  so  conserve  his  health  as  to  survive  near- 
ly all  his  contemporaries  of  the  early  days 
of  Cedar  Rapids,  and  nearly  all  of  his  as- 
sociates in  the  subsequent  large  enterprises 
which  have  given  to  that  city  its  present 
growth  and  prosperity. 

His  early  training  fitted  him  for  railway 
construction.     His  first  experience  in  this 
line  was  in  the  summer  of  1857,  when  he 
undertook  the  completion  of  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  Marquette  &  Ontonagon  rail- 
road, from  Marquette  to  the  Lake  Superior 
mine,  seventeen  miles    in    length,    six    of 
which  had  been  constructed  by  Dr.  Ely's 
brothers,  Heman  B.,  Samuel  P.  and  George 
H.    He  was  a  director  and  prominent  in  the 
construction  of  the  Chicago,  Iowa  &    Ne- 
braska railway  from  Clinton  to  Cedar  Rap- 
ids.    He  was  the  bearer  of  $2,700,  sub- 
scribed by  himself  and  townsmen,  to  Clin- 
ton, which  sum  paid  for  the  first  grading  at 
Clinton  on  this  line.    He  was  also  a  direct- 
or in  and  actively  engaged  in  building  the 
Cedar  Rapids  &    Missouri    River    railroad 
from  Cedar  Rapids  to  Council  Bluffs.     He 
was  also  largely  identified    with    the    con- 
struction of  the  Iowa  Falls  &  Sioux  City 
railway,  and  of  a  line  from  Hannibal  to  St. 
Charles,  Missouri.     In  1869,  with  his  asso- 
ciates in  Cedar  Rapids  and  Burlington,  he 
commenced  the  construction  of  the  Cedar 
Rapids,   Burlington  &  Minnesota  railway, 
the  main  line  of  which  extended  from  Bur- 
lington to  Plymouth  Junction.  This  with  its 
branches  from  Cedar  Rapids  to  Postville, 
from   Muscatine  to   Riverside,    and    from 
Vinton  to  Traer,  in  all  369  miles,  was  com- 
pleted in   1874.     During  this  time  he  was 
vice  president  and  treasurer  of    the    com- 
pany.    The  general  offices  and  shops  were 
subsequently  located  in  Cedar  Rapids.     He 
served  in  the  city  council  in  its  earlier  days ; 
and  some  years  since,  when  the  treasurer  of 
the  State  Agricultural  College    became    a 
defaulter,  he  was  appointed  by  the    Gov- 
ernor to  fill  the  place.    Prior  to  the  war  he 
was  a  Democrat.     He  has  since  been  iden- 
tified with  the  Republican  party.    For  many 
years  he  has  been  an  honored  member  of 
the  G.  A.  R.,  also  of  the  Society    of    the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  of  the  Military 
Order  of  the  Loyal  Legion.     He  is  a  mem- 
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ber  of  the  First  Presbyterian  church  of 
Cedar  Rapids,  and  for  many  years  has  been 
its  honored  senior  elder.  He  was  married 
in  January,  1853,  to  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Ely, 
daughter  of  John  Weare,  Sr.,  late  of  Cedar 
Rapids.  Of  his  three  children  there  is  now 
surviving  but  one  son,  John  S.  Ely,  promi- 
nent among  the  young  business  men  of 
Cedar  Rapids. 


ELLIS,  Lyman  A.,  one  of  the  most 
prominent  lawers  of  Clinton  and  vice  chair- 
man of  the  committee  in  charge  of  the  an- 
notation and  publication  of  the  Revised 
Code  of  1897,  was  for  several  sessions  one 
of  the  leading  Senators  in  the  Iowa  Legis- 
lature. He  was  born  March  11,  1835,  on  a 
farm  a  few  miles  north  of  Burlington,  Ver- 
mont, on  the  east  shore  of  Lake  Champlain. 
He  attended  the  district  school,  and  at  the 
age>  of  18  began  teaching,  in  this  way  earn- 
ing his  way  through  the  academy  at  Bark- 
ersfield  and  Colchester,  and  also  securing  a 
course  of  lectures  at  a  law  school  in  Ver- 
mont. At  the  age  of  21  he  came  west,  and 
after  frequent  changes  of  location  in  vari- 
ous states,  began  the  practice  of  law  in 
Clinton  county,  Iowa,  in  186 1.  In  1865 
he  was  elected  District  Attorney  of  the  Sev- 
enth Judicial  district,  consisting  of  Jackson, 
Scott,  Muscatine  and  Clinton  counties.  In 
this  office  he  became  noted  as  a  jury  advo- 
cate and  trial  lawyer,  and  gave  such  general 
satisfaction  that  he  was  four  times  re-elect- 
ed, finally  retiring  in  1880.  Since  then  he 
has  been  engaged  in  the  general  practice  of 
the  law  in  the  state  and  federal  courts  The 
Iowa  Law  Reports  show  how  extensive  and 
successful  his  practice  in  the  Supreme  Court 
ct  Iowa  has  been. 

Senator  Ellis  has  always  been  a  strong 
Republican,  and  has  had  much  to  do  in 
shaping  the  policy  of  that  party  at  different 
times.  In  1893  ^e  was  elected  Senator 
from  Clinton  county,  though  it  had  pre- 
viously gone  Democratic  by  a  large  major- 
ity. During  his  first  term  he  became  widely 
known  as  a  debater  and  orator,  particularly 
for  his  memorable  speech  against  woman's 
suffrage,  which  won  much  admiration,  and 
was  commented  upon  at  length  by  the  press 
of  the  entire  state.     He  is  a  bold  and  vehe- 


ment speaker,  and  is  inflexible  in  his  views 
as  to  state  policies  or  to  what  he  considers 
wholesome,  provident  legislation;  yet  he 
never  resorts  to  vituperation  or  billingsgate, 
nor  does  he  indulge  in  ridicule  of  his  oppo- 
nents. The  Senator  refused  a  renomination 
in  1897  because  his  absence  at  Des  Moines 
injured  his  legal  practice. 

He  has  been  a  determined  advocate  of  lo- 
cal option  for  the  sake  of  control  of  the 
liquor  traffic  in  counties  where  prohibition 
has  been  a  failure,  and  to  his  persistency 
and  leadership  the  modification  of  state 
wide  prohibition  and  the  provision  for  the 


manufacture  of  liquor  in  Iowa  are  largely 
due.  During  the  second  session  of  the 
twenty-sixth  General  Assembly  he  was 
chairman  of  the  judiciary  committee,  and 
here  his  knowledge  of  the  law  and  his  gen- 
eral ability  as  a  safe  and  conservative  leg- 
islator, proved  him  to  be  a  practical  worker 
a?  well  as  an  orator.  At  the  special  ses- 
sion of  1897  he  was  made  a  member  of  the 
joint  committee  for  the  annotation  and  pub- 
lication of  the  new  code,  serving  as  its  vice 
chairman.  He  still  practices  law  and  his 
vigor  and  ambition  seem  quite  unabated. 

Senator  Ellis  was  married  November  10, 
1856,  to  Mary  Buckley.  They  have  six 
children.      Five  sons,   all    respectable    and 
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active  in  professional  and  business  avoca- 
tions, and  one  daughter,  Gertrude  May  El- 
lis, now  wife  of  Garrett  E.  Lamb,  one  of  the 
prominent  business  men  and  financiers  of 
Clinton. 

Senator  Ellis  says  the  law  is  a  jealous 
mistress  and  he  does  not  propose  to  desert 
her  shrine  or  again  invoke  the  smiles  or 
frowns  of  fate  by  burning  incense  on  any 
other  altar. 


FRAZEE,  John,  of  Chickasaw  county,  is 
listed  among  those  who  have  been  called 
from  the  farm  to  serve  in  high  political 
places.  He  was  born  in  Clinton  county,  In- 
diana, February  5,  1841.  On  the  paternal 
side  he  descends  from  the  French  Hugue- 
nots. His  father,  James  L.  Frazee,  was  a 
farmer,  and  possessed  of  a  far  more  than 
ordinary  education.  On  the  maternal  side, 
he  comes  of  sturdy  German  stock,  the  thrift 
and  industry  of  which  are  well  known.  When 
a  youth  he  attended  school  in  a  log  school 
house,  where  the  birch  red  was  an  important 
part  of  the  curriculum.  In  1851  he  removed 
with  his  parents  to  Iowa,  and  located  in 
Clinton  county,  but  in  1852  removed  to 
Chickasaw  county,  where  he  still  resides. 
When  he  had  completed  the  common  school 
course  in  that  county  he  entered  the  Upper 
Iowa  University  at  Fayette,  where  he  re- 
mained three  years.  When  a  young  man  he 
taught  school  for  ten  years,  after  which  he 
devoted  his  attention  exclusively  to  farming 
and  stock  raising.  He  is  a  Democrat,  and 
as  such  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
Twenty-fifth  and  Twenty-sixth  General  As- 
semblies. He  has  held  many  minor  positions 
at  the  hands  of  his  party,  such  as  township 
assessor,  treasurer  of  the  school  board,  mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  supervisors,  etc.  In  re- 
ligion he  is  a  Universalist.  The  legislative 
record  of  Mr.  Frazee  is  one  of  which  he  may 
well  be  proud.  Though  not  marked  by  bom- 
bast and  oratorical  pyrotechnics,  his  efforts 
were  put  forth  in  a  level-headed  and  effective 
manner  for  the  enactment  of  wholesome  and 
beneficial  legislation.  While  a  member  of 
the  house  in  the  Twenty-fifth  General  As- 
sembly, his  wisdom  was  given  a  fitting  rec- 
ognition by  a  place  on  the  committees  on 
claims,  animal   industries,  board  of  public 


charities,  engrossed  bills,  fish  and  game, 
public  lands  and  buildings,  mines  and  min- 
ing and  medicine  and  surgery.  In  the 
Twenty-sixth  General  Assembly  he  was 
again  placed  on  the  more  important  com- 
mittees, including  appropriations,  agricul- 
ture and  insurance,  where  his  conscientious 
and  thorough  work  was  appreciated  by  both 
his  constituents  and  the  legislative  body 
itself.  On  strictly  partisan  legislation  he,  of 
course,  stood  by  his  Democratic  brethren, 
but  on  all  measures  for  the  public  good  he 
co-operated  with  those  members  of  both  po- 
litical parties  who  were  working  for  the  best 
interests  of  the  state,  regardless  of  party 
affiliations. 

Mr.  Frazee  was  married  to  Miss  Cyrena 
S.  Beckwith  in  1865.  They  have  three  chil- 
dren, Glencora  E.,  Lenora  J.  and  John  D. 
Frazee. 


FUNK,  James  Hutchinson,  of  Iowa 
Falls,  Hardin  county,  was  born  in  Fairfield 
county,  Ohio,  in  1842,  and  is  the  oldest  of  a 
family  of  ten  children,  born  to  Abraham  and 
Margaret  (Hutchinson)  Funk.  He  is  a  self- 
educated  man,  for  his  school  days  number 
but  seventeen  in  his  whole  life.     He  was 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PROGRESSIVE    MEN   OF    IOWA. 


233 


brought  up  on  a  farm,  and  was  obliged  to 
work  hard  with  his  father  to  help  support 
the  family.  He  managed  to  find  time  to 
study  in  the  evenings,  notwithstanding  the 
severe  manual  labor  which  he  had  to  per- 
form. In  i860  he  began  to  teach  school  in 
the  winter  and  continued  to  farm  in  the 
summer,  pushing  his  studies  systematically 
all  the  time.  The  family  removed  to  La 
Salle  county,  Illinois,  in  1850.  In  1862 
James  H.  Funk  enlisted  in  what  was  after- 
wards known  as  the  Fifty-third  Illinois  In- 
fantry, but  before  being  mustered  in  was 
placed  en  detached  service.    After  the  war, 


in  1866,  Mr.  Funk,  with  his  wife,  settled  on 
a  farm  in  Livingston  county,  Illinois,  but 
he  soon  took  up  the  study  of  law,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  1871,  removing  at 
once  to  Odell,  Illinois,  where  he  entered 
upon  the  practice  of  his  profession.  He 
went  into  politics  immediately,  and  in  1872 
was  elected  prosecuting  attorney  of  Living- 
ston county,  an  office  which  he  held  four 
years,  following  which  he  was  elected  city 
attorney  of  Odell  for  seven  successive  years. 
In  1884  ill  health  compelled  him  to  retire 
from  the  law,  although  he  enjoyed  the  best 
practice  of  any  lawyer  in  Livingston  county 
at  that  time.     He    resumed    farming,  and 

17 


afterwards  served  two  terms  in  the  Illinois 
legislature  and  held  various  other  offices  of 
trust.  In  1890  he  came  into  Iowa  and  lo- 
cated on  a  farm  near  Iowa  Falls.  He  has 
been  extensively  engaged  in  the  horse  busi- 
ness since  that  time,  and  he.  owns  several 
large  farms  in  different  parts  of  the  state. 
In  1893  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
house  in  the  Twenty-fifth  General  Assembly, 
and  was  chairman  of  the  committee  on  sup- 
pression of  intemperance,  introducing  and 
taking  a  leading  part  in  the  management  of 
the  bill  now  known  as  the  mulct  law  which 
has  proven  to  be  the  solution  of  the  liquor 
problem  in  Iowa.  He  was  re-elected  to  the 
Twenty-sixth  General  Assembly,  and  was 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  ways  and 
means,  and  as  such  took  a  prominent  part 
in  revising  the  revenue  laws.  He  was  also 
chairman  of  the  special  committee  charged 
with  the  duty  of  investigating  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  public  money  in  the* various  de- 
partments of  the  state  government.  As  a 
result  of  his  investigation  many  additional 
safeguards  of  the  people's  money  were  en- 
acted into  law.  His  election  to  the  speaker- 
ship was  freely  predicted  that  session.  He 
might  easily  have  been  nominated  and  elect- 
ed state  senator  had  he  desired  it,  but  he  pre- 
ferred to  remain  in  the  house,  and  was  re- 
elected by  a  verv  large  majority.  He  was 
unanimously  chosen  speaker  of  the  Twenty- 
seventh  General  Assembly,  in  which  capacity 
he  won  the  respect  of  men  of  all  parties  by 
his  upright  conduct  and  earnest  opposition 
to  anything  that  had  the  appearance  of  ex- 
travagance or  irregularity.  Mr.  Funk  has 
been  an  active  and  highly  valued  campaigner 
for  the  Republican  party  in  all  the  cam- 
paigns since  he  entered  politics.  In  the 
presidential  campaigns  of  recent  years  he 
has  spoken  in  other  states,  especially  in  Illi- 
nois, Michigan  and  South  Dakota.  Mr. 
Funk  has  attracted  attention  by  his  vigorous 
manner  of  handling  whatever  he  undertakes 
to  do,  and  it  is  generally  recognized  that  as 
speaker  he  was  independent  and  would  not 
be  dictated  to  by  any  man  or  set  of  men.  He 
has  plenty  of  backbone  and  has  the  nerve  at 
all  times  to  do  what  he  thinks  ought  to  be 
done. 

Mr.  Funk  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
J.  Gibson,  of  Livingston  county,  Illinois, 
August  15,  1862.    Her  death  occurred  July 
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3,  1865,  leaving  a  little  daughter,  18  month? 
old,  now  the  wife  of  Hon.  J.  R.  Gammon, 
of  Spearfish,  South  Dakota.  He  was  again 
married  to  Miss  Emily  J.  Gardiner,  of  New 
York,  November  7,  1866.  They  have  a 
family  of  two  daughters,  now  grown.  Mr. 
Funk  is  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  and 
Masonic  orders,  having  attained  the  degree 
of  Knight  Templar  in  the  latter  organiza- 
tion.   In  religion  he  is  a  Unitarian. 


GRAVES,  Charles  Rush,  is  editor  of 
the  Osage  News.  To  conduct  a  newspaper 
is  to  be  in  politics  more  or  less.  Some  ed- 
itors make  politics  a  minor  feature,  while 
others  give  that  department  a  prominence 
equal  to  any  other,  but  they  are  all  molders 
of  political  opinion,  and  have  much  to  do  in 
shaping  the  affairs  of  state.  Then  there  are 
editors  who  are  politicians  of  the  keen  and 
decidedly  active  kind — men  who  not  only 
serve  their  party  through  the  columns  of  the 
paper,  but  who  take  the  stump  and  endure 
the  hardships  incident  to  a  campaign,  with- 
out hope  of  remuneration.  It  is  to  the  latter 
class  that  Charles  R.  Graves,  one  of  the  ed- 
itors and  proprietors  of  the  Osage  News, 
belongs.  He  is  a  Republican  of  the  stamp 
always  ready  to  sacrifice  comfort,  and  to  an 
extent,  business  in  the  interests  of  party 
politics.  He  was  born  January  24,  1866,  at 
Stacyville,  Iowa.  His  father,  George  D. 
Graves,  was  a  native  of  New  York,  who 
came  to  Iowa  in  1865  and  engaged  in  farm- 
ing. He  died  January  9,  1879.  Charles 
R.'s  mother  was  a  Pennsylvanian  by  birth, 
and  was  a  teacher  in  the  Mary  Sharp  Col- 
lege at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  at  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  war,  at  which  time  she  came 
north.  She  married  the  father  in  New  York 
state  in  1863.  Charles  R.  Graves  attended 
the  district  schools  irregularly  until  the  win- 
ter of  1886-7,  when  he  entered  the  Upper 
Iowa  University.  He  was  among  the  bright- 
est of  the  students  of  that  institution,  and 
was  chosen  to  represent  the  school  in  the 
state  oratorical  contest  held  at  Indianola  in 
the  spring  of  189 1.  He  received  the  highest 
marks  in  thought  and  composition  and  was 
awarded  third  place  in  the  contest.  Follow- 
ing his  graduation  in  1892,  he  went  to  Utah, 
where  he  was  engaged  for  a  time  in  teaching 
a  mission  school.     Returning    to    Mitchell 


county,  Iowa,  in  1893,  he  commenced  his 
newspaper  career,  which  has  been  note- 
worthily  successful.  He  purchased  the  Rice- 
ville  Recorder  in  the  fall  of  1893,  an^  g*ye 
his  best  thought  and  energy  to  the  task  of 
earning  for  it  a  place  in  the  front  rank  of 
country  newspapers.  In  January,  1898,  he 
was  elected  second  assistant  clerk  in  the 
house  of  representatives,  and  the  following 
spring  purchased  an  interest  in  the  Osage 
News  of  A.  C.  Ross,  who  became  deputy 
state  superintendent  under  R.  C.  Barrett. 
He  is  a  man  of  strong  individuality.    He 


takes  one. side  or  the  other  on  every  public 
question  and  exerts  a  positive  influence  in 
affairs.  His  services  as  a  campaign  speaker 
are  in  demand  in  his  own  county  and  others. 
Fraternally  he  is  active  in  the  Masonic,  Odd 
Fellows  and  Knights  of  Pythias  orders.  He 
was  married  June  24,  1896,  to  Miss  Carrie 
Winsor,  of  Riceville,  and  they  have  one 
daughter,  Ruth,  born  March  17,  1899. 


GRAWE,  Joseph  F.,  editor  of  the  Bre- 
mer County  Independent,  published  at  Wa- 
verly,  was  born  near  Minden,  Westfalen, 
Germany,  July  6,  1843.  His  parents  came 
to  America  when  he  was  5  years  old,  locat- 
ing   in    Stevenson    county,    Illinois.     Mr. 
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Grawe's  early  school  days  were  spent  in  a 
little  school  house  with  slab  benches.  He 
attended  school  in  the  winter  and  worked 
on  the  farm  in  the  summer,  the  same  as  the 
boys  of  other  poor  parents  of  those  times, 
thus  cultivating  at  once  mind  and  body  and 
learning  the  invaluable  lesson  of  industry. 
In  the  summer  of  1862  he  enlisted  in  the 
Xinety-third  Illinois  regiment  and  served  in 
the  ranks  until  the  close  of  the  war.  At 
Altoona  Pass,  Georgia,  October  5,  1864,  he 
was  shot  through  the  body  and  taken  pris- 
oner. He  was  discharged  with  his  regiment 
at  the  close  of  the  war  and  came  to  Chicka- 
saw county,  Iowa.  He  then  entered  Brad- 
ford Academy  for  the  summer  months,  while 
in  the  winter  he  taught  school.  In  1869  he 
was  elected  Superintendent  of  Schools  in 
Chickasaw  county,  which  office  he  held  four 
years.  He  bought  the  Nashua  Post  in  1873, 
which  he  sold  to  advantage  in  1889.  The 
following  year  he  bought  the  Bremer  County 
Independent,  and  has  since  published  it.  Mr. 
Grawe  has  been  a  success  as  an  editor.  The 
Independent  is  strong  because  there  is  back 
of  the  printed  page  a  man  of  sound  princi- 
ples and  uncorruptible  integrity.  And  the 
man  is  never  lost  sight  of  in  the  editor. 
Among  the  newspaper  fraternity  of  the  state 
his  paper  is  popular. 


Mr.  Grawe  is  a  forcible  writer  and  his 
contribution  to  the  War  Sketches  of  the 
Midland  Monthly  was  one  of  the  best  of  its 
kind  ever,  written.  As  a  graphic  word  pic- 
ture of  one  of  the  most  thrilling  events  of 
the  war,  it  is  unsurpassed  anywhere.  Iowa 
does  well  for  herself  when  she  attracts  with- 
in her  borders  as  residents,  men  of  such  high 
patriotism  and  unsullied  loyalty  to  manhood 
and  energetic  courage  as  that  of  Mr.  Grawe. 


GARRISON,  Henry  Labon,  an  enter- 
prising young  merchant  of  Stanwood,  Cedar 
county,  is  a  native  of  Iowa,  born  at  Clarence, 
was  Garretson,  but  in  the  course  of  genera- 
tions this  has  been  changed  into  its  present 
from.  Henry  L.  Garrison's  mother  was 
Emma  Jane  DeCamp  Garrison,  born  and 
reared  near  Farley,  Dubuque  county.  Iowa. 
Her  father  made  a  successful  trip  with  oxen 
across  the  mountains  to  California  during 
the  early  days  of  the  gold  excitement  in 
1849,  and  although  no  word  was  received 
from  him  for  three  years,  he  returned  safely 
to  his  Iowa  home. 

Our  Mr.  Garrison's  education  was  ob- 
tained at  the  common  schools,  the  Clarence 
high  school  and  Davenport  College.  His 
inclinations  being  toward  a  commercial  life, 
May  22,  1868.     His  father,  William  Simp- 
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son  Garrison,  was  a  farmer  and  now  owns 
one  of  the  best  farms  in  Jones  county.  He 
served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Rebellion,  enlisting 
in  Company  G,  Thirty-first  Iowa  Volunteer 
Infantry,  and  was  honorably  mustered  out 
at  the  closfe  of  the  war.  He  is  now,  and  has 
been  during  McKinley's  administration, 
postmaster  at  Wyoming.  Solomon  Garri- 
son, the  father  of  William  Simpson,  was 
one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in  that  part  of 
Iowa,  and  well  known  throughout  Jones  and 
Cedar  counties.  He  settled  in  Jones  county 
in  1837.  He  took  a  prominent  part  in  the 
conduct  of  the  Underground  Railway  dur- 
ing the  war.  Many  fugitive  slaves  were 
taken  care  of  by  him,  hid  in  ^orn  fields  and 
other  places  in  the  day  time  and  at  night 
helped  on  their  way  to  freedom.  He  is  a 
direct  descendant  of  William  Lloyd  Garri- 
son, and  traces  his  ancestry  back  a  good 
many  years.  The  old  spelling  of  the  name 
he  left  the  farm  when  22  years  old  and  se- 
cured a  clerkship  at  $15  a  month  in  a  store 
in  Stanwood,  which  position  he  held  for  a 
period  of  fifteen  months.  While  keeping  an 
eye  out  for  another  and  similar  position,  he 
worked  for  a  contractor  for  three  months, 
when  he  obtained  another  situation  as  clerk. 
After  three  years'  work  he,  with  H.  F. 
Haesemeyer,  formed  a  partnership  for  the 
conduct  of  a  general  merchandise  store  un- 
der the  firm  name  of  Garrison  &  Haese- 
meyer. They  bought  the  stock  of  Joseph 
McCoy,  of  Stanwood,  and  now  have  one  of 
the  finest  stocked  general  stores  in  Iowa. 
They  are  known  for  miles  around  as  the 
"G.  &  H." 

Mr.  Garrison  was  married  to  Sarah  Lynne 
Ferguson  of  Mechanicsville,  June  17,  1896, 
and  they  have  the  proud  distinction  of  being 
the  parents  of  the  first  twin  boys  born  in 
Stanwood,  Lloyd  William  and  Earl  John, 
born  April  9,  1897. 


GREENLEE,  Francis  Pearce,  a  prom- 
inent attorney  of  Red  Oak,  in  practice  in 
that  sect:on  for  twenty-five  years,  has  been 
identified  with  much  of  the  legal  business  of 
Montgomery  and  adjoining  counties  in 
southwestern  Iowa,  and  has  conducted  to 
successful  termination  many  of  the  most  im- 
portant cases  before  the  stnte  and  federal 
courts,  that  have  arisen  in  that  part  of  the 
state.  He  is  the  son  of  Thomas  Franklin 
Greenlee     and     Eliza     Pearce     Greenlee. 


His  father  was  born  in  Lexington,  Virginia, 
in  1820,  and  was  educated  in  that  state, 
afterwards  emigrating  to  southern  Ohio, 
where  he  became  a  teacher  and  prominent 
educator,  a  profession  that  he  followed  for 
twenty-three  years.  He  died  June  10,  1868, 
at  New  York  City,  while  there  on  business 
connected  with  the  Anneke  Jans  estate,  of 
which  Mrs.  Greenlee  was  an  heir.  His  wife 
was  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  Pearce,  who 
was  a  prominent  merchant  for  many  years 
at  New  Petersburg,  Ohio,  and  there  died  in 
1865.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Greenlee  were  married 
November  4,  1841.  She  is  still  living,  and 
at  the  advanced  age  of  yj  years  is  hale  and 
hearty. 

Franc's  P.,  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  was 
born  at  Hillsboro,  Ohio,  October  5,  1846. 
He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and 
academy  of  that  city,  graduating  from  the 
academy  in  1866.  He  afterward  taught  in 
the  school  there  for  a  period  of  three  years, 
then  going  to  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  where 
he  read  law  with  his  uncle,  E.  A.  Greenlee. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  the  soring  of 
1872,  and  the  same  year  came  to  Villisca, 
Montgomery  county,  Iowa,  where  he  taught 
school  for  one  year.  At  the  end  of  th^t  time 
he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  this  state  and 
began  the  practice  of  law  at  VilHsca.  He 
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continued  his  practice  there  until  1898, 
when,  with  his  family,  he  removed  to  Red 
Oak  to  enter  upon  the  discharge  of  the  du- 
ties of  the  office  of  county  attorney,  to  which 
he  was  elected  in  the  fall  of  that  year.  He 
has  always  been  a  zealous  Republican  and  a 
faithful  and  earnest  worker  in  the  cause  of 
Republicanism  and  good  government,  and 
has  given  his  time  and  energies  freely  to  the 
advancement  of  the  best  interests  of  the 
party  and  to  the  dissemination  of  its  princi- 
ples throughout  the  country,  to  the  end  that 
the  greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number 
might  be  accomplished.  His  political 
speeches  delivered  during  the  local  and  state 
campaigns  have  done  much  to  influence  the 
results  and  bring  about  the  victorious 
achievements  of  the  party  of  his  choice.  He 
represented  Montgomery  county  in  the 
Twenty-first  General  Assembly,  and  was 
prominent  in  much  of  the  legislation  of  that 
session.  Being  a  member  of  the  Judiciary 
Committee,  he  took  a  leading  part  in  the 
reorganization  and  putting  into  successful 
operation  the  present  judicial  system  of  the 
state,  and  permanently  locating  the  supreme 
court  at  the  state  capital.  He  was  a  member 
of  several  of  the  most  important  committees 
and  chairman  of  two.  JHe  was  active  in 
shaping  legislation,  managing  committee 
work  and  controlling  measures  to  final  vote. 
He  was  an  able  and  effective  debater  upon 
the  floor  and  one  of  the  recognized  leaders 
of  the  House.  He  was  not  a  candidate  for 
re-election. 

Mr.  Greenlee  was  closely  identified  with 
the  growth  and  development  of  the  city  of 
Villisca  and  that  part  of  the  country,  and 
being  imbued  with  that  public  spirit  com- 
mendable in  all  men,  he  took  an  active  part 
in  the  public  matters  and  public  questions 
that  arose  from  time  to  time,  and  advocated 
and  earnestly  upheld  those  which  to  him  ap- 
peared to  bi  for  the  best  interests  of  the 
whole  people.  He  was  always  found  in  the 
front  ranks  in  all  matters  of  public  improve- 
ments and  in  the  advancement  of  church  and 
school  interests.  He  was  three  times  elected 
mayor  of  the  city  of  Villisca.  His  last  term 
was  from  the  spring  of  1894  to  April,  1898, 
when  he  declined  re-election,  but  was  re- 
tained as  solicitor  by  the  city. 

Taking  charge  of  the  city  with  a  depleted 
treasury,  he  so  managed  its  finances  that 
without  increasing  taxation,  he  paid  off  the 


city  bonds  as  they  matured  and  the  costs  of 
needed  improvements  and  extensions,  and 
retired  at  the  close  of  his  l?st  official  term 
with  the  endorsement  and  good  will  of  the 
people  and  a  large  cash  balance  in  the  treas- 
ury. 

Mr.  Greenlee  was  identified  for  several 
years  with  the  Iowa  National  Guard  as  an 
active  member  of  Company  B,  Fifth  Infan- 
try, serving  as  First  Lieutenant,  which  posi- 
tion he  resigned  and  was  honorably  dis- 
charged under  special  order  No.  32,  by  W. 
L.  Alexander,  adjutant-general,  September 
20,  1880. 

Mr.  Greenlee  is  a  Past  Noble  Grand  in  the 
order  of  Odd  Fellows,  a  member  of  the  En- 
campment and  Canton.  He  is  a  Past  Chan- 
cellor Commander  in  the  order  of  Knights 
of  Pythias,  a  member  of  the  Uniformed 
Rank.  He  is  a  Past  Master  Mason,  a  mem- 
ber of  Montgomery  Chapter,  No.  57,  Royal 
Arch  Masons,  and  a  member  of  Bruce  Com- 
mandery,  No.  34,  Knights  Templar,  of  Red 
Oak,  and  of  Tangier  Temple  of  Shriners,  of 
Omaha,  Nebraska. 

Mr.  Greenlee,  with  the  members  of  his 
family,  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
church.  He  is  also  a  teacher  in  the  Sunday 
school  and  has  been  prominent  in  that  work 
for  many  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Greenlee  are 
both  members  of  the  Order  of  Eastern  Star, 
she  being  Past  Worthy  Matron 

Mr.  Greenlee  was  married  in  Villisca,  Oc- 
tober 24,  1878,  to  Cora  Mann,  a  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Emily  Mann,  a  retired  capitalist 
of  that  city.  They  have  three  children  liv- 
ing: George  F.,  born  September  9,  1879; 
Harry  L.,  born  January  14,  1883;  Marie, 
born  January  18,  1884;  Gertrude,  born  Sep- 
tember 13,  1881,  died  August  20,  1883. 

By  his  careful  and  painstaking  methods 
with  all  business  entrusted  to  him  and  strict 
fidelity  to  his  clients  he  has  won  the  confi- 
dence and  esteem  of  the  people.  He  is  an 
able  lawyer  and  successful  practitioner,  fill- 
ing the  office  of  county  attorney  with  such 
marked  ability  and  satisfaction  to  his  fellow 
citizens  that  he  was  renominated  without  op- 
position and  re-elected  to  succeed  himself  to 
that  office  in  the  fall  of  1900. 


GREENE,  Cassius  M.,  attorney,  of 
Greene,  Butler  county,  was  born  at  Hanni- 
bal, New  York,  May  4,  1845,  and  is  the  son 

of   Norman   Greene  and   Clarissa   Waters- 
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Greene.  Norman  Greene  was  a  son  of  Silas 
Greene,  a  revolutionary  soldier  and  second 
cousin  to  General  Nathaniel  Greene,  a  hero 
of  our  war  for  Independence. 

Cassius  M.  left  his  father's  farm  and  en- 
tered school  at  Fulton,  New  York,  at  the 
age  of  17.  In  1863,  when  18  years  of  age, 
he  enlisted  in  the  One  Hundred  and  Eighty- 
fourth  New  York  Volunteers,  but  his  par- 
ents having  one  son  in  the  army,  refused 
their  consent  to  his  going,  and  the  officers 
on  account  of  the  youth's  slight  build  and 
knowing  his  natural  bent  for  study,  united 
with  the  parents  in  prevailing  on  him  to  re- 
turn to  schocM.  During  his  seminary  and 
subsequent  course  at  the  Oswego  Normal 
School  he  alternated  teaching  with  work, 
thus  being  able  to  pay  his  own  way  through 
the  entire  collegiate  course. 

He  came  to  Iowa  in  1870  and  entered  at 
once  into  the  best  educational  work  of  the 
state.  He  was  the  intimate  friend  and  asso- 
ciate of  State  Superintendents  Kissel  and 
Abernethy.  From  1871  to  1876  he  published 
the  "Teachers'  Manual"  and  the  "Iowa 
School  Journal,"  and  during  the  time  lec- 
tured and  taught  in  the  teachers'  institutes 
of  the  state.  Many  modern  school  methods 
and  courses  of  study,  together  with  a  num- 
ber of  statutes  in  relation  to  our  public 
schools  in  vogue  in  Iowa  today  are  the  re- 


sults of  his  labors  throughout  the  period  of 
those  five  active  years.  This  work  did  not 
bring  financial  success,  however,  and  a 
change  of  employment  was  decided  upon. 
He  was  prominently  mentioned  for  the  State 
Superintendency  to  succeed  Col.  Abernethy, 
but  that  gentleman  desiring  a  third  term, 
Mr.  Greene  refused  to  be  a  candidate  against 
his  friend.  He  is  not  a  strong  party  man, 
but  was  affiliated  with  the  Republican  party 
until  1890,  since  which  time  he  has  usually 
voted  the  Democratic  ticket.  In  1895  he  was 
a  candidate  for  State  Senator  in  the  Butler- 
Bremer  district,  and  though  defeated  in  this 
Republican  stronghold,  he  ran  far  ahead  of 
Irs  party  ticket  and  received  a  fine  compli- 
mentary vote  in  his  home  county  and  espe- 
cially in  his  home  and  adjoining  precincts. 
He  declined  the  nomination  for  congress  in 
1896  in  the  Third  district,  but  was  the 
Democrats  nominee  for  presidential  elector 
for  that  distrct  in  the  same  year 

Mr.  Greene  began  the  practice  of  law  in 
Greene  in  1880,  having  been  admitted  to  the 
bar  four  years  prior  to  that  time.  In  1884 
he  became  the  head  of  the  well  known  law 
fi'-m  of  Greene  &  Jackson,  the  other  partner 
being  the  Hon.  F.  D.  Jackson,  who  later  be- 
came governor  of  Iowa.  This  firm  con- 
tinned  until  1 89 1,  when  Mr.  Greene  pur- 
chased Mr.  Jackson's  interest,  the  latter  hav- 
ing removed  permanently  to  Des  Moines. 
Mr.  Greene  still  continues  his  professional 
work  and  enjoys  a  large  and  lucrative  prac- 
tice. He  is  also  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
W.  V.  Greene  &  Co.,  land  and  loan  agents, 
well  known  in  that  part  of  the  state.  For 
more  than  ten  years  he  has  been  secretary 
and  manager  of  the  Greene  Manufacturing 
Company,  a  corporation  capitalized  at  $15,- 
000,  owning  and  controlling  the  entire  water 
power  and  privileges  and  the  milling  busi- 
ness on  the  Shell  Rock  river  at  Greene. 

In  1873  Mr-  Greene  was  married  at  Ot- 
tumwa  to  Miss  Mary  B.  Swiggett  of  that 
city.  They  have  had  five  c'^Jren.  two  of 
whom,  Cassius  Otley  and  R>an  Swiggett, 
died  in  infancy.  Gertrude  is  now  a  student 
at  Carleton  College,  Northfield,  Minnesota. 
Galen  Edwin,  aged  17,  entered  the  classical 
course  at  the  Iowa  State  University  in  Sep- 
tember, 1899;  and  Harris  Goodwin,  aged 
14,  who  is  now  in  the  high  school  at  Greene 
The  mother  of  these  children  died  in  189 1. 

In  January,  1893,  Mr.  Greene  was  mar- 
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ried  to  Miss  Cora  Farnham  of  Fairdale,  N. 
Y.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Greene  live  in  one  of  the 
most  complete  and  pleasant  homes  in  north- 
ern Iowa. 

GORMLY,  Thomas  Andrew,  of  Mount 
Vernon,  President  of  the  Iowa  State  Dental 
Society,  is  descended  from  the  old  Scotch 
family  of  Grahame.  Robert  Grahame  and 
his  wife,  Lady  Catherine  Miller,  sought  ref- 
uge from  persecutions  which  they  were  suf- 
fering in  Scotland  by  fleeing  in  an  open  boat 
across  the  forty  miles  of  sea  between  Scot- 
land and  Ireland,  landing  at  Larne  Bay.  The 
wife  had  been  subjected  to  the  most  savage 
treatment  by  the  soldiers,  having  her  right 
breast  and  the  ring  finger  of  her  right  hand 
cut  off.  In  1688  Robert  Grahame  was  one 
of  the  defenders  of  the  walls  of  Derry 
against  King  Tames'  army.  It  is  supposed 
the  name  was  changed  to  Gormly  to  hide  his 
identity  and  avoid  further  persecutions,  for 
Grahame  was  a  prominent  man  and  a  price 
was  put  on  his  head.  Thomas  A.  Gormly's 
father  was  William  Gormly,  who  was  born 
and  brought  up  on  a  farm  in  County  Ty- 
rone, Ireland.  He  was  for  several  years 
manager  of  a  mill  in  Londonderry,  and  later 
in  Glasgow,  Scotland.  Failing  health  caused 
him  to  return  to  the  farm,  where  several 
generations  of  his  ancestors  had  lived  and 
died.  In  1871  he  was  induced  by  a  married 
sister,  who  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
Linn  County,  Iowa,  to  leave  the  old  country 
and  come  to  America.  So  he  brought  his 
family  to  a  farm  which  he  purchased  near 
Mount  Vernon,  and  there  he  lived  until  his 
death,  May  24,  1879.  Though  he  had  but 
a  common  school  education,  he  had  much 
intellectual  vigor,  loved  books,  of  which  he 
had  many,  and  was  a  close  student.  He  had 
decided  musical  and  mechanical  tastes  and 
made  a  violin,  on  which  he  was  a  fair  per- 
former. He  was  in  moderate  financial  cir- 
cumstances, believing  that  mental  and  spir- 
itual advancement  were  more  to  be  desired 
for  his  family  than  the  accumulation  of 
wealth.  His  wife,  Eliza  Leighton  Rankin, 
was  born  in  County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  near 
Londonderry,  and  came  to  America  with  her 
uncle  and  aunt  when  about  twelve  years  of 
age.  She  made  her  home  with  them  in  Ala- 
bama, and  was  educated  in  Marion  Female 
College  in  that  state.  About  seven  years 
later  she  returned  to  her  home  in  Ireland, 


and  was  married  to  William  Gormly  about 
1857.  She  died  October  21,  1898.  Sir  John 
Leighton,  a  grand-uncle  of  Mrs.  Gormly, 
was  a  commandant  in  the  British  navy.  Her 
father,  William  Rankin,  was  a  farmer,  in 
moderate  circumstances. 

Thomas  A.  Gormly  attended  the  Irish 
national  schools  until  he  was  eleven  years 
old.  The  discipline  was  severe  and  lessons 
were  learned  under  fear  of  corporal  punish- 
ment, but  the  thoroughness  of  the  work  had 
a  lasting  influence  on  the  pupils'  lives.  Com- 
ing to  America,  he  attended  Coe  College 
during  the  winter  of  1875-6  and  Cornell 
College,  in  Mount  Vernon,  the  two  follow- 
ing winters.  After  his  father's  death  he 
devoted  himself  to  the  care  of  their  farm, 
as  he  was  the  oldest  in  a  family  of  eight 
children.  In  1889  he  took  up  the  study  of 
dentistry  in  the  State  University  of  Iowa 
and  was  graduated  in  1891.  He  opened  an 
office  in  Mount  Vernon,  but  practice  came 
slowly  at  first.  Now  it  is  all  that  can  be  de- 
sired, for  he  has  done  conscientious  work 
and  kept  up  with  the  rapid  advances  in 
dentistry  during  the  past  ten  years.  In  1899 
he  was  invited  to  give  a  course  of  special 
lectures  in  the  Keokuk  Dental  College,  and 
now  he  is  serving  his  second  year  as  lec- 
turer and  demonstrator  on  prosthetic  den- 
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tistry  and  porcelain  work.  The  Doctor  is  a 
member  of  the  Eastern  Iowa  Dental  Society, 
and  is  now  its  vice-president,  having  also 
served  as  secretary.  In  May,  1900,  he  was 
elected  president  of  the  Iowa  State  Dental 
Society.  He  had  previously  held  no  office 
in  this  organization,  and  his  election  to  the 
presidency  was  to  him  quite  unexpected  and 
entirely  unsought.  This  is  true  of  all  the 
honors  and  offices  that  have  come  to  him. 

In  1897  Dr.  Gormly  was  elected  Mayor 
of  Mount  Vernon  and  has  been  twice  re- 
elected. During  his  term  he  promoted  a 
water  works  system,  which  was  constructed 
in  1898,  and  a  system  of  permanent  street 
improvements  the  following  year.  While 
on  the  farm  he  served  as  road  supervisor 
and  treasurer  of  the  school  district.  He 
has  always  been  a  republican.  Being  inter- 
ested in  art,  particularly  in  tapestry  paint- 
ing the  Doctor  is  a  member  of  the  Apelles 
Art  Club  of  Mount  Vernon,  an  organization 
for  mutual  improvement  along  strictly  ar- 
tistic lines.  The  club  studies  the  history  of 
art  and  artists,  and  part  of  the  evening's 
work  is  devoted  to  sketching.  Annual  ex- 
hibits of  the  work  done  by  members  are 
gvein.  Dr.  Gormly  is  a  member  and  trustee 
of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Mount 
Vernon.  He  became  a  member  of  the  Sec- 
ond United  Presbyterian  Church  in  Cedar 
Rapids  under  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  J.  T. 
Wilson.  He  was  married  December  25, 
1 89 1,  to  Anna  R.  Wilson  of  Monmouth, 
Illinois,  daughter  of  Rev.  J.  T.  Wilson,  for- 
merly of  Cedar  Rapids.  She  graduated 
from  the  Oxford  Ladies'  College  in  Oxford, 
Ohio,  in  1890,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Ingle- 
side  Club  of  Mount  Vernon,  an  exclusive 
literary  club  with  a  limited  membership. 
She  is  an  active  worker  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  is  superintendent  of  the  Sun- 
day School  and  the  Young  People's  Union. 
She  is  district  president  of  the  W.  C.  T.  U. 
for  the  Thirteenth  District,  and  was  a 
delegate  to  the  Christian  Endeavor  state 
convention  in  Ottumwa  in  September,  1900; 
to  the  W.  C.  T.  U.  state  convention  in 
Toledo  in  October,  1900,  and  to  the  na- 
tional W.  C.  T.  U.  convention  in  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  in  December,  1900.  Two 
daughters  have  been  born  to  Doctor  and 
Mrs.  Gormly — Clare  Wilson,  born  June  1, 
1894,  and  Anna  Irene,  born  July  28,  1895. 


Mrs.   Gormly's  parents  are  both  living  in 
Canon  City,  Colorado. 


GITCHELL,  John  R.,  president  of  the 
Linn  County  Bank  at  Center  Point,  is  a 
successful  business  man  and  long  a  resi- 
dent of  Iowa,  having  come  to  the  state  with 
his  parents  in  1855.  His  father,  Benjamin 
Gitchell,  was  at  that  time  in  very  poor  cir- 
cumstances, and  John  was  compelled  at  an 
early  age  to  make  his  own  way  in  life.  He 
earned  his  first  dollar  by  breaking  the  virgin 
sod  of  the  prairies  with  five  and  six  yoke  of 
cattle.  He  continued  to  follow  farming  as 
an  occupation  until  1873. 


Benjamin  Gitchell  was  a  farmer  and  lum- 
berman in  the  east  for  a  number  of  years, 
and  though  a  hard  working  man,  remained 
in  moderate  circumstances.  He  was  sheriff 
of  Tioga  County,  Pennsylvania,  for  several 
years,  and  was  also  a  contractor  for  build- 
ing bridges.  He  was  of  sturdy  Scotch  an- 
cestry, his  father  being  a  Highlander  who 
came  to  America  with  his  brother  during 
the  War  of  the  Revolution.  They  took  part 
in  this  struggle,  but  during  one  of  the  bat- 
tles in  which  they  were  engaged  they  be- 
came separated  and  were  never  afterward 
united. 
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Benjamin  Gitchell  was  born  in  Vermont 
in  July,  1799,  and  died  at  Center  Point, 
Iowa,  in  October,  1875,  at  the  age  of  76 
years.  His  wife,  mother  of  John  R.,  was 
Asenath  Bliss  Gitchell,  born  in  Massa- 
chusetts in  March,  181 5.  She  lived  to  the 
ripe  age  of  83  years,  and  died  at  Center 
Point,  their  Iowa  home,  in  November, 
1898. 

John  R.  Gitchell  was  born  October  30, 
1842.  He  received  a  common  school  educa- 
tion, which  he  has  well  applied  as  a  means 
to  a  successful  business  career.  In  1873  he 
engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  and  opened 
a  hardware  and  grocery  store  in  Center 
Point  with  James  N.  Dennison  as  a  partner, 
the  firm  name  being  James  N.  Dennison 
&;  Co.  This  business  was  sold  in  1874, 
after  which  he  removed  to  Walker,  Iowa, 
and  engaged  with  U.  W.  Spencer  in  operat- 
ing a  dry  goods  and  grocery  business. 

The  firm  of  Spencer  and  Gitchell  was  con- 
tinued for  four  years,  when  Mr.  Gitchell 
purchased  Mr.  Spencer's  interest  and  a 
partnership  was  formed  with  H.  J.  Nietert, 
J.  R.  Gitchell  and  Co.  being  the  firm  name. 
In  connection  with  their  mercantile  business 
they  operated  four  creameries,  and  for  a 
period  of  ten  years  they  did  an  extensive 
business,  and  were  very  successful.  In  1888 
they  disposed  of  their  interests,  and  Mr. 
Gitchell  removed  to  Center  Point,  where  he 
has  been  engaged  ever  since  in  conducting 
the  Linn  County  Bank. 

Mr.  Gitchell  has  always  been  a  staunch 
democrat,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
order. 

In  1862  he  was  married  to  Mary  L.  Ells- 
worth. To  this  union  have  been  born  a  boy 
and  girl — Alice  and  Fred.  Alice  was  mar- 
ried in  1884  to  W.  F.  Pitner,  a  Methodist 
minister.  Fred  was  married  to  Annie  I. 
Mason  in  1886.  He  has  been  cashier  of  the 
Linn  County  Bank  every  since  his  father's 
connection  with  the  business,  and  father  and 
son  are  types  of  the  substantial  and  progres- 
sive men  of  Iowa  who  have  by  industry  and 
practical  economy  attained  a  justly  merited 
success. 


GILBERTSON,  Gilbert  S.,  of  Forest 
City,  who  was  elected  state  treasurer  of 
Iowa  as  a  republican  in  November,  1900, 
has  made  a  name  for  himself,  both  in  poli- 
tics and  finance,  and  as  a  developer  of  north- 


western Iowa,  at  a  younger  age  than  that 
at  which  most  men  are  permitted  to  achieve 
success.  He  has  been  best  known  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  state  as  a  promoter  of 
enterprises  requiring  the  investment  of  large 
amounts  of  capital,  and  the  organization  of 
several  banks.  His  political  advancement 
has  been  due  to  his  loyalty  to  the  interests 
of  his  friends,  his  energy  and  pleasing  per- 
sonality and  those  faculties  which  hold  fast 
the  friends  once  made. 

The  new  state  treasurer  was  born  at 
Spring  Grove,  Houston  County,  Minnesota, 
October  17,  1863,  and  not,  as  might  be 
supposed,  with  a  silver  spoon  in  his  mouth. 
Following  a  term  in  the  common  schools  he 
entered  the  business  college  at  Janesville, 
Wisconsin,  where  he  took  the  full  course. 
In  the  spring  of  1879  he  went  to  Worth 
County,  Iowa,  and  located  on  the  farm 
owned  by  his  father,  he  having  the  previous 
year  sold  the  small  farm  on  which  they  had 
previously  lived  in  Houston  County.  His 
first  employment,  aside  from  that  of  farm 
work,  was  as  bookkeeper  and  salesman  for 
an  agricultural  implement  house  at  Forest 
City,  Iowa,  where  he  was  employed  until 
September,  1885,  at  which  time  he  entered 
the  service  of  J.  S.  Olson  &  Son,  proprietors 
of  the  largest  general  merchandise  estab- 
lishment in  the  county,    ^at^position  foq 
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held  until  January  i,  1889,  at  which  time 
he  assumed  the  duties  of  clerk  of  the  dis- 
trict court  of  Winnebago  County,  having 
received  his  election  to  that  office  the  previ- 
ous year.  He  was  re-elected  in  1890,  and 
again  in  1892  and  in  1894.  This  office  he 
resigned  in  1896  because  of  his  election  in 
1895  *°  the  state  senate  from  the  Forty-first 
district,  comprising  Mitchell,  Worth  and 
Winnebago  Counties. 

Mr.  Gilbertson  is  president  of  the  Buffalo 
Center  State  Bank,  which  was  established  as 
the  Buffalo  Center  Bank  in  1892  and  was 
reorganized  in  February,  1894,  as  a  state 
bank.  He  also  organized  the  Forest  City 
Nat:onal  Bank  of  Forest  City  in  1895,  of 
which  he  is  cashier,  and  the  Forest  City 
Loan  and  Abstract  Company  in  the  same 
year,  of  which  he  is  secretary.  Besides  all 
these  he  is  a  director  in  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Thompson,  which  was  organized  in 
1892;  vice-president  of  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Lake  Mills ;  president  of  the  Crys- 
tal Lake  National  Bank  of  Crystal  Lake, 
and  is  the  proprietor  and  publisher  of  the 
Winnebago  Summit,  published  at  Forest 
City.  This  paper  is  among  the  oldest  weekly 
newspapers  in  northern  Iowa. 

Casting  his  first  vote  for  James  G.  Blaine 
in  1884,  Mr.  Gilbertson  has  since  that  time 
been  an  active  worker  for  the  republican 
party.  He  served  as  city  treasurer  of  For- 
est City  for  ten  years,  as  secretary  of  the 
board  of  education  for  seven  years,  and  as 
chairman  of  the  republican  county  central 
committee  for  the  years  1891,  1892,  1896 
and  1900.  In  the  spring  of  1900,  when  Mr. 
Gilbertson,  after  consulting  with  his  friends, 
announced  his  candidacy  for  the  republican 
nomination  for  state  treasurer,  he  was  con- 
fronted by  a  very  strongly  intrenched  can- 
didate in  the  person  of  W.  W.  Morrow  of 
Union  County,  a  very  popular  and  well- 
known  man  throughout  the  state,  who  had 
the  support  of  many  of  the  strongest  politi  • 
ca1  influences  in  Iowa.  But  Mr.  Gilbertson 
had  the  advantage  of  a  thoroughly  devoted 
and  well  organized  personal  following, 
there  was  plenty  of  enthusiasm  and  spirit  in 
his  campaign  and  it  daily  increased  in 
strength.  There  were  but  the  two  candi- 
dates, so  it  was  a  straight-out  contest  be- 
tween  them.     Before   the  convention  was 


held  it  was  apparent  that  Mr.  Gilbertson  had 
won,  in  spite  of  the  strength  of  the  opposi- 
tion, and  the  victory  was  purely  a  personal 
one  that  was  due  to  Mr.  Gilbertson's  pop- 
ularity and  the  activity  and  determination  of 
his  friends.  He  ran  well  up  with  his  ticket 
and  was  elected  by  a  majority  of  about 
100,000. 

Mr.  Gilbertson  is  a  member  of  the  Masons 
and  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  On  August  29, 
1889,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Belle  D.  Whitney,  and  two  daughters  are 
the  result  of  that  union — Iva,  aged  eight, 
and  Gladys,  aged  seven  years. 


GRAY,  John  Henry  Davy,'  editor  of  the 
Wall  Lake  Blade,  is  a  man  who  has  worked 
his  way  to  a  position  of  prominence  and 
means,  largely  through  his  own  efforts,  and 
in  spite  of  rather  adverse  circumstances. 
His  father,  Henry  Gray,  was  a  mason  by 
trade,  and  many  of  the  large  buildings  and 
stone  work  erected  by  the  Delaware  &  Hud- 
son Canal  Company  in  Pennsylvania  were 
built  under  his  supervision.  He  was  at  one 
time  in  good  financial  circumstances,  but 
lost  most  of  his  property  in  the  east,  and 
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came  west  in  1879  *°  niake  a  new  start.  He 
was  born  in  England,  and  came  to  this  coun- 
try with  his  parents  when  he  was  a  small 
boy.  He  died  in  1894,  aged  61  years.  Mr. 
Gray's  mother,  Mary  Ann  Gerry,  was  also 
a  native  of  England,  having  come  to 
America  at  a  very  early  age. 

John  H.  D.  Gray  was  born  September  19, 
1868,  on  a  farm  near  Honesdale,  Wayne 
County,  Pennsylvania.  His  parents,  how- 
ever, had  always  lived  in  a  city  or  town, 
and  farming  was  an  experiment  which  they 
did  not  greatly  enjoy,  so  they  remained 
on  the  farm  only  three  years.  In  the 
fall  of  1879,  when  John  was  11  years 
old.  he  moved  with  his  parents  from  Penn- 
sylvania to  Iowa,  settling  in  Sac  County. 
Here  he  continued  the  common  school  edu- 
cation which  had  been  begun  in  the  east; 
but  his  parents  were  poor,  so  that  he  had 
to  begin  looking  out  for  himself  at  an  early 
age.  He  left  school  at  15,  and  began  work- 
ing in  the  office  of  the  Sac  County  Demo- 
crat at  fifty  cents  a  week.  He  remained  in 
this  office  for  one  year  and  a  half,  when  he 
accepted  a  position  in  the  Sac  City  Sun 
office.  He  succeeded  so  well  in  mastering 
the  printer's  trade  that  he  was  continuously 
employed  in  this  office  for  six  years.  In 
1889  he  removed  with  his  parents  to  Wall 
Lake,  where  he  immediately  secured  work 
in  the  office  of  the  Wall  Lake  Blade,  and 
after  working  there  a  year  and  a  half,  pur- 
chased the  paper,  and  has  since  continued 
to  edit  it.  The  same  careful  attention  to 
duty,  which  characterized  his  work  as  an 
apprentice,  has  been  noticeable  in  his  efforts 
as  an  editor.  During  all  the  years  that  he 
worked  at  his  trade,  he  lost  only  six  weeks' 
time,  and  he  has  been  equally  faithful  since 
his  advancement. 

Mr.  Gray  is  a  staunch  republican,  and 
while  he  has  never  held  office,  aside  from 
member  of  the  city  council  and  member  *of 
the  county  republican  central  committee,  he 
has  always  been  an  active  worker  in  poli- 
tics. He  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  Lodge  and  served  two  years  as 
chancellor  commander.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  Modern  Woodman  ?nd  the  Woodmen  of 
the  World.  He  has  also  held  the  office  of 
foreman  of  the  fire  company  in  Wall  Lake 
for  three  terms.     He  was  married  February 


7,  1895,  t0  Miss  Agnes  L.  Mohr,  of  Wall 
Lake,  and  they  have  a  son,  Rufus  Henry, 
who  was  born  November  16,  1896,  and  an- 
other son,  Myron  Ellsworth,  born  Septem- 
ber 3,  1898.  The  residence  which  they  own, 
and  in  which  they  make  their  home,  is  one 
of  the  finest  in  the  town. 


GABLE,  George  Harvey,  one  of  the  ris- 
ing young  lawyers  and  active  public  spirits 
of  the  city  of  Council  Bluffs,  was  born  in  a 
log  house  in  'Coon  Grove,  Crawford  Coun- 
ty, Iowa,  November  1,  i860.  He  was  the 
third  of  a  family  of  eleven  children — three 
girls  and  eight  boys — all  of  whom  attended 
the  country  schools  near  the  Gable  farm  in 
Milford  township,  where  this  large  and 
happy  family  was  reared  in  health  and 
industry. 

This  large  farm,  owing  to  its  picturesque- 
ness  and  abundance  of  its  fruit,  was  known 
as  Orchard  Glen.  Upon  this  farm  George 
worked,  and  attended  schcol  in  the  winter, 
earning  his  first  money  at  the  age  of  11 
years  under  a  contract  with  his  father  to 
hoe  forty  acres  of  corn.  The  winter  of 
1880-81  he  attended  the  Vail  school,  under 
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Professor  Ainsworth,  walking  four  and 
one-half  miles  to  and  from  school,  a  dis- 
tance of  nine  miles  each  day  for  four 
months,  missing  but  two  days  during  the 
whole  term,  one  of  the  severest  winters  ever 
known  in  the  history  of  Iowa.  A  prize  was 
given  by  the  school  board  for  the  best  writ- 
ten article  on  "Parliamentary  Law,"  which 
George  won.  He  taught  school  for  a  time, 
and  in  the  winter  of  1893  entered  Cornell 
College,  Mount  Vernon,  Iowa,  where  he  re- 
mained for  four  years,  graduating  from  the 
Miltonian  Literary  Society  in  1886.  He 
joined  the  Adelphian  Society  soon  after. 
He  went  from  Cornell  without  taking  a  de- 
gree to  Michigan  University,  at  Ann  Arbor, 
where  he  graduated  in  law  in  1888,  returned 
west  in  the  spring  of  1889,  an(*  commenced 
the  practice  of  law  in  Council  Bluffs. 

George's  father,  Solomon  Levi  Gable, 
was  the  fifth  of  twelve  children  of  Solomon 
Gable  of  Yost  County,  Pennsylvania.  His 
ancestors  were  Germans,  possessed  of  those 
sterling  qualities — economy,  industry  and 
honesty — which  have  always  characterized 
the  Gables.  The  Gable  boys  went  west  at 
an  early  date.  Three  of  them— Amos,  Har- 
vey and  Aaron — located  in  California,  cross- 
ing the  plains  the  time  of  the  gold  excite- 
ment in  California.  Amos  and  Harvey  now 
reside  at  Woodland,  Califonva,  and  rank 
among  the  wealthy  and  most  favored  of  its 
pioneers.  Uriah  Gable,  now  a  large  prop- 
erty holder  in  Nebraska,  was  a  Union  sol- 
dier during  the  Rebellion,  being  with  Sher- 
man on  his  memorable  march  to  the  sea. 

George's  mother,  Asenath  Gable,  was 
born  at  Wheeling,  Virginia.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Carey  Hampton,  a  physician  of 
some  ncte.  Her  mother  was  Emily  Walton, 
of  English  descent,  and  her  father  a  de- 
scendant of  the  notable  Robert  Carey  of 
England.  She  is  a  strong  advocate  of 
woman's  suffrage  and  temperance,  and  is  an 
untiring  Christian  worker.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Gable  were  among  the  early  pioneers  of 
Crawford  County,  braved  the  hardships  in- 
cident to  western  life  long  before  a  railroad 
crossed  the  state,  and  while  it  still  swarmed 
with  murderous  savages.  They  now  reside 
nr  Denison,  Crawford  County,  in  a  pictur- 
esque house,  well  adapted  for  a  peaceful  re- 
tirement from  the  active  duties  of  life,  and 


with  a  competency  sufficient  to  make  pleas- 
ant and  agreeable  their  declining  years. 
They  have  always  taken  a  prominent  part  in 
the  moral  and  political  discussions  of  the 
day.  Solomon  L.  identified  himself  with 
the  republican  party  and  was  a  number  of 
times  offered  positions  of  public  trust  and 
honor,  but  preferring  the  more  quiet  walks 
of  life,  declined  them.  George  was  mar- 
ried July  2,  1896,  to  Ida  Germain.  In  poli- 
tics he  has  always  been  a  republican:  and, 
while  his  experience  in  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession has  necessarily  been  limited,  his  ef- 
forts have  been  quite  successful.  Studious 
habits,  love  for  the  profession  and  devotion 
to  the  interests  of  clients  promise  a  highly 
successful  future,  and  professional  rank  to 
be  proud  of,  for  he  has  adopted  the  right 
course  to  secure  these  results. 


GAINES,  Homer,  now  a  prominent  cit- 
izen of  Greenfield,  was  born  at  Austinburg, 
Ashtabula  County,  Oh'o,  July  26,  1838,  and 
is  the  second  son  of  Austin  and  Henrietta 
Olmstead  Gaines.  Austin  Gaines,  the 
father  of  Homer,  was  the  son  of  Samuel  and 
Esther  Blakesley  Gaines,  born  and  brought 
up    in    Connecticut.     Henrietta    Olmstead 
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Gaines  was  a  native  of  Delaware  County, 
New  York,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Darius 
and  Hannah  Sornborger  Olmstead.  Austin 
Gaines,  with  his  family,  in  1840,  moved  to 
Knox  County,  Illinois,  and  for  a  few  years 
worked  at  his  trade  as  wheelwright,  but  in 
later  life  followed  farming,  and  was  very 
successful  in  that  pursuit.  Coming  to  II- 
linos  when  the  country  was  new  and 
schools  very  poor,  his  children  had  but  few 
educational  advantages.  At  the  age  of  17 
Homer  commenced  teaching  school,  having 
gained  his  knowledge  under  adverse  cir- 
cumstances that  would  have  tried  any  one 
less  persevering.  For  ten  years  he  taught 
in  the  winter  and  generally  worked  on  the 
farm  in  the  summer,  and  during  this  time 
acquired  a  fair  education,  which  was  finished 
with  six  months  in  Monmouth  College.  He 
was  married  October  29,  1861,  to  Miss  Mar- 
tha A.  Boyer.  In  the  spring  of  1864,  leav- 
ing his  young  wife  and  baby  boy,  at  hi£ 
country's  call,  he  enlisted  in  the  One  Hun- 
dredth and  Thirty-eighth  Illinois  Infantry 
under  Colonel  Goodwin,  and  was  made  first 
l:eutenant  of  Company  B  of  that  regiment 
He  made  a  fine  record  in  the  army  as  a  gal- 
lant and  faithful  officer,  and  on  his  return  to 
private  life  engaged  in  mercantile  business 
at  Victoria^  Knox  County,  Illinois,  with  C 
S.  Clark,  under  the  firm  name  of  Gaines  & 
Clark.  But  his  popularity  and  reputation 
for  strict  integrity  induced  the  people  of 
that  county  to  elevate  him  to  a  position  of 
responsibility,  and  he  was  elected  treasurer 
of  Knox  County  in  1867.  This  position  he 
held  for  two  years,  and  at  the  same  time 
read  law  under  Judge  A.  M.  Craig,  now  of 
the  supreme  court  of  that  state,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  1869,  forming  a  part- 
nership with  Z.  Cooley  of  Knoxville,  Il- 
linois, which  continued  for  two  years.  At 
this  t:me  his  business  interests  called  him  to 
Victoria,  where  he  again  embarked  in  the 
mercantile  business,  at  the  same  time  prac- 
ticing his  profession  of  law.  He  came  to 
Greenfield,  Iowa,  in  December.  1881,  and 
since  that  date  has  been  engaged  in  the  mer- 
cantile business  conducted  by  himself  until 
the  last  four  or  five  years,  since  which  time 
\v$  sons,  Arthur  and  Harley,  have  had 
this  resoonsibility.  He  is  a  prominet  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
at  the  conference  of  the  Central  Illinois  Dis- 


trict, held  in  1876,  was  elected  a  local 
preacher,  and  has  held  that  position  from 
that  time  until  the  present  as  an  active 
worker,  and  during  one  year  of  this  ti^ne,  at 
the  earnest  solicitation  of  his  elders,  served 
the  Maxey  charge  in  Illinois  a  as  supply.  In 
politics  he  is  an  ardent  republican,  casting 
his  first  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln.  Be- 
sides practicing  his  profession  and  merran- 
tile  pursuits,  he  has  owned  and  had  the  over- 
sight of  one  and,  sometimes,  two  farms,  and 
has  been  successful  in  whatever  occupation 
he  has  engaged.  His  success  in  business  and 
in  his  profesion  as  a  lawyer  is  the  result  of 
his  own  exertions,  for  he  is  a  self-made  man 
in  every  particular,  and,  while  admitting  his 
native  ability,  yet  proves  the  old  adnge  true, 
"Every  man  is  the  architect  of  his  own 
fortune.'* 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gaines  have  six  children, 
namely:  Franklin  Howard,  born  Apri1  8. 
1863;  Richard  Judson,  born  January  22, 
1865;  Arthur  Austin,  born  September  23. 
1807;  Harley  O.,  born  November  4,  1871 : 
Daniel  Webster,  born  January  14,  1S74,  and 
Robert  Homer,  bom  June  29,  1881.  Frank- 
lin and  Richard  are  attorneys,  Franklin  o\ 
the  (inn  of  Meikle  &  Gaines,  Omha,  Ne- 
braska, and  Richard  Judson  of  the  firm  ol 
Gaines  &  Gaines,  Greenfield. 


GILL,  Samuel  H.,  of  Havelock,  was  born 
on  a  farm  in  Ogle  County,  Illinois,  Nov.  3. 
1850.  His  parents  were  of  English  descent 
They  came  to  this  country  about  the  year 
1835,  and  settled  first  at  Geneseo,  Livingston 
County,  New  York,  where  they  resided  but 
live  years,  when  they  moved  west,  stopping 
at  Byron,  Ogle  County,  where  Mr.  Gill  was 
born,  being  one  of  a  family  of  eleven  chil- 
dren, five  older  and  five  younger  than  him- 
self. At  the  time  his  parents  moved  to  Il- 
linois, in  1840,  that  section  of  the  country 
was  very  sparsely  settled.  His  father  was 
obliged  to  go  to  Chicago,  then  a  small  town 
about  ninety  miles  distant,  to  market  hi' 
products,  often  taking  a  week  to  make  one 
trip.  Samuel  worked  on  the  farm  in  the 
summer  and  attended  the  district  school  in 
the  winter,  whenever  he  could,  until  he  was 
1 5  vears  of  age.  Then,  for  three  winters,  h« 
worked  for  his  board  in  the  little  village  ol 
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Byron  and  attended  the  seminary.  In  the 
spring  of  1869,  with  only  $5.50  in  money, 
he  started  west  to  see  what  he  could  do  foi 
himself,  and  landed  at  Fort  Dodge,  Iowa. 
May  12.  A  few  days  later  he  began  work 
driving  a  team  on  the  Illinois  Central  Rail- 
road that  was  being  graded  into  Fort 
Dodge.  In  February,  1872,  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Ida  Lowrey.  and  located  on  a  home- 
stead in  Pocahontas  County,  near  Pomeroy. 
where  he  struggled  along,  as  all  homestead- 
ers had  to,  until  the  spring  of  1878,  on 
Easter  Sunday,  /Nnril  2,  when  his  house 
was  destroyed  by  a  cyclone,  wh'ch  injured 
his  wife  so  she  lived  but  three  days,  leav- 
ing him  with  two  little  girls,  aged  three  and 
five  years.  He  then  left  the  farm  and  ac- 
cepted a  position  as  salesman  in  the  general 
store  of  Dunn  &  Dodge  of  Fond^i,  where  he 
remained  one  year.  He  then  went  to  work 
in  the  store  of  J.  M.  Berry  &  Son  of  Fort 
Dodge,  where  he  could  be  with  his  little 
girls,  who  were  then  residing  in  that  city 
with  his  parents,  who  had  removed  there 
from  Illinois.  He  held  that  position  two 
years,  until  January,  1882,  when  he  concluded 
that  if  he  ever  expected  to  do  anything  for 
Ivmself  he  must  engage  in  some  business  of 
his  own.     He  gave  up  his  posit;on  at  Fort 


Dodge  and  started  out  to  look  up  a  loca- 
tion. About  this  time  the  Chicago  &  North- 
western Railway  was  building  the  Hawar- 
den  branch.  Driving  over  the  country  with 
a  team,  he  selected  the  station  of  Havelock 
for  his  future  home.  At  that  time  there 
was  nothing  to  mark  the  town  site  but  the 
surveyors'  stakes,  as  the  track  had  not  yet 
been  laid  that  far.  Learning  from  a  farmer 
that  the  name  of  the  town  was  to  be  Have- 
lock, and  that  there  had  been  nothing  done 
towards  a  postoffice  being  established,  he 
sat  down  at  the  farm  house  and  wrote  a 
petition  for  one,  and  asked  to  be  appointed 
postmaster,  and  left  the  papers  with  the 
farmer  to  circulate  and  send  to  him  at  Fort 
Dodge.  When  it  came  he  secured  the 
names  of  Ex-Gov.  C.  C.  Carpenter  and  other 
prominent  men  of  that  city,  and  in  due  time 
the  petition  was  granted.  Purchasing  the 
lumber  at  Humboldt  for  a  store  building,  he 
had  the  railroad  company  take  the  car  out 
by  the  first  train  run  over  the  road,  and 
there,  in  company  with  his  youngest  brother, 
O.  W.  Gill,  he  put  up  the  first  building  in  the 
town,  and  put  in  the  first  stock  of  goods, 
consisting  of  dry  goods,  groceries,  boots 
and  shoes,  etc.  They  continued  in  the  bus- 
iness six  years,  or  until  1888,  when  they 
sold,  and  he,  in  company  with  J.  C.  Pot- 
ter, established  the  Citizens'  Bank  of  Have- 
lock, the  first  institution  of  the  kind  in  the 
town.  They  did  a  general  banking,  land 
and  loan  business,  and  bought  and  shipped 
live  stock.  In  1884  he  married  Miss  Min- 
nie Perry  of  Marshall  County,  Iowa.  Mr. 
Gill  has  always  been  among  the  first  men  in 
the  town  to  take  hold  of  any  enterprise  that 
would  benefit  or  build  up  the  town  and  coun- 
try. He  was  made  president  of  the  Co-oper- 
ative Creamery  Company  when  it  was  in- 
corporated, in  1892,  with  a  plant  costing 
$4,000,  and  is  still  holding  that  position. 
He  is  also  president  of  the  Havelock  Park 
Association,  and  has  been  ever  since  it  was 
incorporated.  In  politics  he  has  always  been 
a  republican.  He  was  postmaster  of  Have- 
lock from  the  time  the  office  was  established 
until  about  a  year  after  Cleveland  took  his 
seat  the  first  ti'me,  when  he  was  removed  to 
give  place  to  a  democrat.  When  Benjamin 
Harrison  was  made  president  he  again  had 
the  office  and  retained  it  until  Cleveland 
was  elected  the  second  time,  when  he  re- 
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signed  the  fourth  of  March,  the  same  day 
Cleveland  was  inaugurated,  but  was  not  re- 
lieved of  the  office  for  several  months  after- 
wards. He  has  been  a  delegate  to  several 
state  conventions,  is  president  of  the  Re- 
publican League  of  Havelock,  and  a  dele- 
gate to  its  state  convention  at  Des  Moines. 
He  was  a  delegate  to  the  National  League 
convention,  held  at  Denver  in  June,  1894; 
also  to  the  convention  held  at  Cleveland  in 
June,  1895,  and  was  president  of  the  Tenth 
District  Republican  League  of  Iowa  in  1895. 
While  Mr.  Gill  is  not  a  professed  Christian, 
he  is  a  regular  attendant  of  the  Methodist 
Church  and  is  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
board  of  trustees,  of  which  he  is  a  member, 
having  held  both  offices  since  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  church  in  the  town  and  con- 
tributed as  much  to  build  the  church  and 
support  it  as  any  of  its  members.  He  has 
several  good  farms  near  the  town  where  he 
lives,  residing  on  one  of  them  adjoining  the 
town,  and  has  it  fully  stocked  with  horses, 
cattle  and  hogs,  and  he  superintends  the 
management  of  the  farm  personally,  before 
and  after  business  hours.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  lodge  of  Havelock  and 
has  been  through  all  the  principal  chairs. 
He  is  financial  secretary  of  the  lodge  of  I. 
L.  H.,  of  which  he  is  a  member. 

The  father,  Thomas  Gill,  was  born  in 
1809  at  Wood  Norton,  England,  and  died 
January  20,  1890.  He  was  a  nephew  of  Sir 
William  Gill.  His  mother,  Charlotta  Plane 
Gill,  still  living,  was  born  at  Wood  Norton, 
England,  1819.  She  was  married  at  Gen- 
eseo,  New  York,  1836.  She  was  a  daughter 
of  Perly  Plane,  who  came  to  this  country  at 
the  same  time,  and  who  died  in  Illinois  in 
1873  at  the  age  of  107  years,  6  months  and 
24  days,  said  to  be  the  oldest  person  in 
Illinois  at  the  time  of  his  death. 


GALLAND,  Washington,  of  Mont- 
rose, is  one  of  the  leading  lawyers  of  Lee 
County,  in  the  neighborhood .  of  which  he 
has  lived  nearly  all  his  life.  He  was  born 
July  20,  1827,  either  near  Commerce,  now 
Nauvoo,  Hancock  County,  Illinois,  or  near 
Oquawka,  or  the  Lower  Yellow  Banks, 
Henderson   County,    Illinois.     The   family 


records  have  been  lost  and  the  exact  spot  of 
his  birth  is  unknown.  He  was  the  son  of  a 
famous  pioneer  of  the  Mississippi  Valley, 
Dr.  Isaac  Galland,  and  his  wife,  Hannah 
Kinney  Galland,  the  former  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  latter  of  Ohio.  They, 
too,  were  the  children  of  pioneers.  Isaac 
Galland  was  born  in  May,  1790,  while  his 
parents  were  on  their  journey  by  wagon 
from  Norfolk,  Virginia,  to  Marietta,  Ohio. 
Dr.  Isaac  Galland  made  his  first  settlement 
on  the  Mississippi  river  at  an  Indian  trading 
post  called  the  Lower  Yellow  Banks,  now 
Oquawka,  Illinois,  about  the  spring  of  1826. 
In  September,  1827,  he  went  down  the  river 
to  escape  hostile  Indians ;  made  his  first  en- 
campment on  the  west  side  of  the  Missis- 
sippi river  on  part  of  the  ground  occupied 
now  by  Atlee's  mills  in  Fort  Madison; 
thence  he  crossed  the  river  to  the  east  side, 
leaving  his  family  with  his  father-in-law, 
Peter  Kinney,  at  a  point  near  Hibbard's 
Spring,  near  the  present  city  of  Nauvoo, 
111'nois;  then  afterward  crossed  the  river  to 
the  west  side  to  a  point  near  the  present 
town  of  Galland,  Lee  County,  where,  with 
the  a'd  of  other  men,  he  cut  logs  and  built 
houses  for  a  residence  and  trading  post.  In 
the  spring  of  1829  he  removed  his  familv 
and  merchandise  to  this  point  and  became 
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widely  known  as  a  trader  and  friend  of  the 
Indians  and  settlers.  His  Indian  name, 
given  him  by  Black  Hawk,  was  Mesisque- 
ninne — i.  e. :  "Who  Cures  by  Medicines." 
He  also  practiced  medicine  over  a  large  ex- 
tent of  adjoining  country.  He  was  especially 
successful  in  his  treatment  of  cholera  and  in 
preventing  the  spread  of  epidemics.  He 
was  employed  as  an  emergency  surgeon  in 
the  United  States  army  in  1830-31,  during 
the  cholera  epidemic,  and  had  charge  of  a 
hospital  for  a  detachment  of  United  States 
troops  at  Ah-wi-pe-tuck  on  the  rapids  of 
the  Mississippi.  This  name  signifies  "Head 
of  the  Rapids  or  Cascades/'  and  the  place 
was  between  Keokuk  and  Montrose,  now 
known  as  Galland.  He  prepared  cases  of 
family  medicines  that  were  in  use  by  all  the 
settlers  for  fifty  miles  around.  Washington 
Galland  was  their  only  son.  A  daughter, 
Eleanor,  born  at  Ah-wi-pe-tuck,  was  un- 
doubtedly the  first  child  of  white  parents 
born  in  Lee  County.  She  became  the  wife 
of  J.  Thornburg,  and  lives  near  Ottumwa. 
The  mother,  Hannah  K.  Galland,  died 
March  17,  1831.  Dr.  Isaac  Galland  after- 
ward married  Elizabeth  Wilcox,  since  dead, 
and  died  November  28,  1858.  The  mortal 
remains  of  these  three  lie  in  graves  in  the 
old  cemetery  at  Fort  Madison,  Iowa,  and  a 
monument  with  their  names  engraved 
thereon  marks  the  place  of  burial.  Dr.  Gal- 
land was  prominently  ident'fied  with  the 
early  history  and  settlement  of  southeastern 
Iowa.  He  was  one  of  the  trustees  and  a 
general  agent  of  the  Des  Moines  Land  As- 
sociation, or  Nfcw  York  Company.  He 
caused  to  be  surveyed,  platted  and  named 
the  c;tv  of  Keokuk,  and  gave  the  names  to 
its  principal  streets,  parks,  etc.  He  sowed 
that  others  might  reap,  for  he  and  his  as- 
sociates d;d  not  realize  their  hopes  of  great 
wealth  from  their  investment. 

Washington  Galland  grew  to  manhood  on 
the  Mississippi,  hunting,  fishing  and  swim- 
ming with  his  playmates,  who  were  often 
half-breeds  or  Indian  boys  of  the  Sac  and 
Fox  Ind:ans.  He  was  a  pupil  of  Berryman 
lennings.  the  first  school  teacher  in  the  state 
of  Iowa,  who  died  a  few  years  ago  in  Ore- 
gon. The  school  was  in  a  little  log  house 
with  windows  of  greased  paper,  floor  of 
puncheon  and  desks  of  slabs  supported  by 
poles  driven  into  the  logs.    It  was  located  on 


the  s.'te  of  the  present  town  of  Galland.  He 
received  his  academic  education  at  Chilli- 
cothe,  Ohio,  and  also  attended  school  in 
Keokuk,  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  and  Akron, 
Ohio.  He  commenced  the  study  of  law  at 
his  father's  house  under  the  instruction  of 
Stephen  W.  Powers,  a  talented  lawyer  from 
Ohio,  and  later  took  a  course  of  reading  in 
the  office  of  Coleman  &  Simmons  at  St 
Louis,  Missouri.  In  1856  he  entered  the 
office  of  Rankin  &  Miller  in  Keokuk,  and 
after  three  years'  thorough  study  he  passed 
an  examination  and  was  admitted  to  prac- 
tice February  19,  1859.  He  has  practiced 
in  the  states  of  Illinois,  Missouri,  California 
and  Iowa  in  both  state  and  federal  courts, 
enjoying  both  prosperity  and  adversity,  and 
retaining  through  all  a  high  character  and 
unsullied  reputation. 

Enjoying  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his 
fellow-townsmen,  he  has  been  repeatedly 
honored  with  local  offices,  and  in  1863  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  General  Assembly 
as  a  representative.  Some  years  later  he 
was  defeated  for  re-election  along  with  the 
rest  of  his  ticket.  He  has  been  a  prominent 
figure  in  the  Pioneer  Law-Makers'  Associa- 
tion and  has  delivered  numerous  addresses 
in  its  meetings. 

When  only  nineteen  years  of  age  he  en- 
listed in  Company  A,  Third  regiment,  Mis- 
souri Mounted  Volunteers,  and  served  in 
the  war  with  Mexico.  His  regiment  went 
overland  to  Santa  Fe,  thence  down  the  Rio 
Grande,  with  the  invading  army  under  the 
command  of  General  Sterling  Price  into 
Mexico,  where  he  served  until  the  close  of 
the  war,  being  honorably  discharged  at  In- 
dependence, Missouri. 

When  the  civil  war  broke  out  Mr.  Gal- 
land sacrificed  his  personal  interests,  raised 
a  company  of  volunteers,  which  became 
Company  H,  Sixth  Iowa  Volunteer  Infan- 
try, and  was  elected  captain.  They  went 
into  the  service  at  Camp  Warren,  near  Bur- 
lington, July  17,  1861,  to  serve  for  three 
years,  or  during  the  war.  Captain  Galland 
was  captured  at  Shiloh  April  6,  1862,  and 
was  a  prisoner  of  war  for  seven  months. 
The  confinement  and  privations  which  he 
endured  compelled  him  to  resign  his  posi- 
tion after  serving  two  years,  and  he  was 
many  years  recovering  from  the  effects  of 
his  prison  life.    Captain  Galland  is  a  Master 
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Mason,  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  and  a  mem- 
ber and  Past  Commander  of  Delta  Com- 
mandery,  Number  51,  Knights  Templar,  at 
Fort  Madison.  He  is  also  a  Knight  of 
Pythias  and  a  comrade  of  the  G.  A.  R.  He 
has  been  for  several  years  a  warden  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  in  Montrose,  and  is  a 
steadfast  republican.  In  August,  1885,  he 
was  elected  president  of  the  Pioneers'  and 
Old  Settlers'  Association,  and  was  re-elected 
the  following  year.  Several  times  he  has 
been  chosen  to  deliver  the  annual  address  to 
an  audience  of  from  8,000  to  12,000  people. 
A  gentleman  of  more  than  ordinary  intel- 
lectual attainments,  highly  esteemed  by  all 
who  know  him,  Washington  Galland  may 
fairly  be  ranked  as  one  of  the  leading  men 
of  Iowa. 


GALLUP,  William  Harrison,  of 
Boone,  is  one  of  the  veteran  editors  and 
newspapers  publishers  of  Iowa,  who  has  for 
a  third  of  a  century  been  at  the  head  of  some 
of  the  republican  weekly  newspapers.  Few 
men  are  better  known  among  the  newspa- 
per fraternity  of  the  Hawkeye  State.  He  is 
a  native  of  the  state  of  New  York,  born  at 
Summit,  Schoharie  County,  May  17,  1840. 
His  father,  Nathan  Gallup,  was  born  in 
Connecticut,  May  17,  1791,  and  was  a  well- 
to-do  New  England  farmer,  who  served  his 
country  in  the  war  with  England  in  181 2. 
His  grandfather,  Levi  Gallup,  was  a  soldier 
in  the  war  of  the  American  Revolution.  The 
first  ancestor  of  the  Gallup  family  was  an 
Englishman,  John  Gallup,  who  emigrated  to 
America  in  the  ship  William  and  Mary  in 
1630.  He  was  a  descendant  of  an  English 
farmer  who  lived  during  the  reign  of  Ed- 
ward the  Fourth.  The  maiden  name  of 
William  H.  Gallup's  mother  was  Pamelia 
Baird,  who  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  Janu- 
ary 16,  1796,  and  lived  to  the  age  of  eighty- 
four  years.  William  attended  the  district 
school  until  fourteen  years  of  age,  when  he 
was  sent  to  the  New  York  Conference  Sem- 
inary at  Charlottsville,  New  York,  during 
several  terms,  teaching  school  and  attending 
the  seminary  as  means  would  afford.  In 
1859  he  commenced  a  course  of  study  in  the 
law  school  at  Poughkeepsie,  New  York, 
graduating  in   i860,  and  was  admitted  to 

18 


the  bar  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  state  at 
Newburg  in  September  of  that  year.  In  the 
final  examination  Mr.  Gallup  was  one  of 
three  pronounced  the  best  qualified  for  ad- 
mission to  the  bar.  In  May,  1861,  Mr.  Gal- 
lup came  to  Iowa,  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
of  Marshall  County  and  entered  upon  the 
practice  of  law  in  Marshalltown.  In  Octo- 
ber he  purchased  the  Marshall  County 
Times,  and  entered  upon  his  long  and  suc- 
cessful career  in  newspaper  work.  While 
General  Grant  was  closing  the  lines  of  the 
Union  army  around  Vicksburg  in  that  bril- 
liant campaign  of  1863,  so  eager  were  the 
people  for  the  daily  news  that  Mr.  Gallup 
published  a  daily  edition  of  the  Times  for 
about  two  weeks  to  meet  the  demand.  This 
was  the  first  daily  paper  ever  published 
along  the  line  of  the  Chicago  &  Northwest- 
ern Railroad  between  Chicago  and  Council 
Bluffs.  In  December,  1864,  Mr.  Gallup 
moved  to  Boonesboro,  and  in  February  fol- 
lowing he  established  the  Boone  Standard, 
a  weekly  paper  still  published  at  the  county 
seat  of  Boone  County.  He  moved  to  Ne- 
vada in  1870,  purchased  and  entered  upon 
the  publication  of  the  Representative.  Mr. 
Gallup  was  an  active  republican  in  politics, 
and  in  the  fall  of  1875  was  elected  state  sen- 
ator and  served  with  ability  in  the  Sixteenth 
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and  Seventeenth  General  Assemblies.  He 
was  chairman  of  the  Committees  on  State 
Agricultural  College  and  Printing.  He 
was  the  author  of  the  bill,  which  became  a 
law,  authorizing  townships  and  incorporated 
towns  to  aid  in  building  new  lines  of  rail- 
road upon  approval  by  a  majority  of  the 
electors.  Under  this  act  manv  lines  of  rail- 
road have  been  secured  to  various  towns 
and  counties  in  the  state  years  earlier  than 
they  would  have  been  built  without  such 
local  assistance.  In  1882  Mr.  Gallup  sold 
his  newspaper  establishment  and  established 
a  bank  at  Cambridge.  For  a  time  he  car- 
ried on  a  bookstore  at  Nevada,  but  his  love 
of  journalism  survived,  and  in  1887  he  pur- 
chased the  Perry  Chief  and  again  returned 
to  the  profession  most  congenial  to  his  taste. 
In  1892,  accepting  a  tempting  offer  for  his 
newspaper  establishment,  he  returned  to 
Boone  County  and  purchased  a  half  interest 
in  the  Republican  establishment,  and  in  1896 
he  became  sole  proprietor  of  the  paper.  This 
he  sold  in  August,  1897,  and  in  February, 
1899,  he  established  the  Boone  Monthly  Re- 
view and  Advertiser. 

Mr.  Gallup  has  never  united  with  any 
church,  but  is  liberal  in  religious  belief ;  with 
his  family  he  usually  attends  the  Methodist 
Church.  He  became  a  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity  in  1867,  but  belongs  to  no 
•other  society.  He  was  married  August  26, 
f862,  to  Miss  Albina  Dyer  at  Summit, 
Schoharie  County,  New  York.  They  have 
"had  six  children,  three  of  whom  are  living. 
Frankie  I.  was  born  June  21,  1867,  married 
James  Hamilton  and  lives  in  Sioux  City; 
TYed  H.  was  born  November  20,  1876,  and 
is  a  cadet  in  the  United  States  Military 
.Academy  at  West  Point ;  the  youngest  son, 
James  G.,  was  born  June  10,  1885,  and  lives 
at  home.  Mr.  Gallup  is  a  man  of  robust 
form,  of  genial  disposition,  and  has  a  host 
of  friends  in  central  Iowa. 

ft 

I  ■  .  


GARRETSON,  Barclay  F.,  the  oldest 
druggist  and  pharmacist  of  Osceola,  has 
been  a  resident  of  that  place  for  thirty-one 
years.  He  was  born  in  Stark  County,  Ohio, 
May  10,  1839,  and  was  a  son  of  Pierce  and 
Sarah  H.  Myers  Garretson.  Pierce  Gar- 
retson  was  a  native  of  York  County,  Penn- 


sylvania, and  became  an  early  settler  in 
Ohio,  where  he  died  in  1874.  Mrs.  Garret- 
sen  was  a  native  of  Maryland,  born  in  that 
state  and  brought  up  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.  She  also  moved  to  Ohio  with 
her  parents.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Garretson 
were  successful  school  teachers  and  took  ad- 
vanced positions  in  educational  matters. 
After  her  husband's  death,  Mrs.  Garretson 
made  her  home  with  her  only  daughter, 
Mrs.  J.  J.  Steadman  of  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  passed  his  youth 
principally  en  a  farm  and  received  his  early 
education  in  the  district  school.     He  subse- 


quently attended  Mount  Union  College, 
where  he  sook  a  complete  course,  graduating 
from  that  inst'tution  in  1861.  The  same 
year  he  was  married  to  Melissa  D.  Grant  of 
Wilmot,  Stark  County,  Ohio.  To  this  union 
five  children  were  born.  Their  oldest  son, 
Franklin  P.,  died  at  the  age  of  twelve.  The 
children  now  living  are  Mrs.  Minnie  Callan- 
der of  Des  Moines;  Mrs.  Lenore  G.  Smith 
and  Mrs.  Manre  J.  Mack  of  Hammond,  In- 
diana, and  Willis  B.  Garretson,  the  young- 
est son  of  the  family. 

Mr.  Garretson  followed  farming  in  Stark 
County,  Ohio,  until  1868,  when  he  came  to 
Osceola,  Clarke  County,  this  state,  and  there 
formed  a  partnership  with  his  brother-in- 
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law,  J.  A.  Grant,  in  the  dry  goods  business. 
This  continued  until  1870,  when  they  sold 
out.  That  year  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  George  Grassel  and  bought  the  drug 
business  of  J.  S.  Draper.  Later  Mr.  Grassel 
sold  his  interest  to  J.  O.  Grant,  who  soon 
sold  to  N.  P.  Garretson  of  Topeka,  Kansas. 
The  business  was  continued  under  the  firm 
name  of  B.  F.  Garretson  &  Co.  until  1889, 
when,  with  several  other  business  houses,  it 
was  destroyed  by  fire.  Mr.  Garretson  re- 
built and  continued  the  business  alone.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  school  board  of  Osceola 
for  a  number  of  years  and  took  a  deep  in- 
terest in  educational  matters.  He  served  as 
president  of  the  Clarke  County  Bank  for  six 
years.  He  has  been  identified  with  the  re- 
publican party  all  his  life  and  has  taken  an 
active  interest  in  the  polices  of  the  district 
and  county  in  which  he  resides.  The  family 
have  been  Quakers  for  generations,  and  Mr. 
Garretson  has  never  desired  to  connect  him- 
self with  any  other  denomination. 


GOODELL,  George  Arthur.  It  is  a 
well-known  fact  that  the  advancement  of  an 
employe  of  a  railroad  corporation  from  an 
humble  to  an  exalted  position  means  unusual 
executive  ability,  a  fine  sense  of  discernment 
and  a  faithful  discharge  of  every  trust  on 
the  part  of  employed.  It  is  by  this  means 
that  Mr.  Goodell  has  climbed  step  by  step 
from  messenger  boy  to  superintendent  of  the 
great  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern 
Railway  system.  He  was  born  at  Knoxville, 
Illinois,  August  13,  1855.  His  father, 
Nathan  Goodell,  was  by  occupation  a  farmer 
and  his  life  was  the  usual  one  of  the  men  of 
his  day — 1826  to  1865.  Born  in  New  York 
State,  he  received  an  academic  education, 
after  which  he  came  with  his  parents  to 
Knox  County,  Illinois,  where  he  remained 
until  his  death  in  1865.  His  mother  was 
a  Connecticut  woman,  who  came  to  Illinois 
in  1850,  and  in  March,  1852,  was  married  to 
Nathan  Goodell.  She  is  still  living.  Down 
the  line  of  paternal  ancestors  we  find  Robert 
Goodell,  who  came  from  England  in  1634  to 
Salem,  Massachusetts,  where  he  afterward 
resided,  serving  the  colony  as  a  delegate  to 
the  General  Court.  On  the  maternal  side  he 
is  descended  from  the  White  family,  who 


came  in  1620  on  the  Mayflower;  also  Josiah 
Starr,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Fairfield 
County,  Connecticut.  The  early  ancestors 
took  an  active  part  in  the  military  service  of 
those  days,  one  being  an  officer  of  the  troops 
furnished  by  the  colonies  in  the  expedition 
against  the  French,  which  resulted  in  the 
capture  of  Louisburg,  and  gave  Canada  to 
England.  Another  participated  in  the 
"Hungry  March,"  under  Benedict  Arnold, 
for  the  relief  of  Montgomery  at  Quebec.  In 
the  revolution  they  all  espoused  the  cause  of 
the  colonies,  and  served  through  the  entire 
period  of  that  war  in  the  American  forces. 


George  Arthur  Gcodell  received  such 
early  education  as  was  afforded  by  the  high 
schools  at  that  time.  He  was  fortunate  in 
being  under  teachers  who  infused  deep  in- 
terest in  the  minds  of  their  pupils,  and  the 
result  was  a  good  foundation  for  the  further 
education  of  an  active  life.  He  came  to  Iowa 
in  1 87 1  as  a  telegraph  ooerator  for  what  was 
then  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Rail- 
way, now  the  Chicago,  Burlington  & 
Quincy,  at  Coming.  He  had  learned  tel- 
egraphy wh;le  a  messenger  boy  in  the  tel- 
egraph office  at  Knoxviile,  Illinois.  Since 
that  time  he  has  served  on  various  railways 
in  the  several  capacities  of  ticket  agent,  sta- 
tion agent,  train  dispatcher  and  superintend 
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ent  of  telegraph.  On  February  i,  1886,  he 
was  appointed  assistant  superintendent  of 
the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern 
Railway,  with  headquarters  at  Estherville, 
and  on  June  1,  1893,  was  advanced  to  the 
position  of  superintendent,  and  transferred 
to  Cedar  Rapids.  This  position  he  now 
holds.  His  first  presidential  vote  was  cast 
for  Tilden  in  1876,  but  soon  thereafter  he 
became  a  republican,  and  has  been  identified 
with  that  party  ever  since.  He  is  a  Mason 
and  Knight  Templar,  of  which  last  named 
organization  he  is  past  commander ;  is  prom- 
inent in  the  society  of  Sons  of  the  Revolu- 
tion and  historian  of  the  Society  of  Col- 
onial Wars  in  Iowa.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Episcopal  Church. 

Mr.    Goodell   was  married   October    12, 

1881,  to  Miss  Ardelle  G.  Whitaker  of 
Waterloo,  Iowa.  Two  children  were  born 
to  them:   Romaine  W.,  born  October  22, 

1882,  and  Mary  S.,  born  October  6,  1888. 
The  wife  and  mother  died  March  24,  1893. 

On  January  26,  1899,  Mr.  Goodell  was 
married  to  Miss  Anne  S.  Dutton  at  Cedar 
Rapids. 


HYSKELL,  Charles  Mabee,  editor  of 
the  Burlington  Daily  Democrat-Journal,  is  a 
native  Iowan,  born  in  Winterset,  Madison 
County,  October  3,  1864.  His  father, 
Thomas  M.  Hyskell,  was  reared  on  a  farm 
in  Madison  Countv.  and  was  married  to  El- 
len W.  Swain  in  Winterset  in  1851.  His 
father,  Thomas  Hyskell,  was  one  of  the  first 
settlers  within  fifty  miles  of  Des  Moines. 
Our  Mr.  Hyskell's  father  lost  his  health 
when  he  was  comparatively  a  young  man  and 
was  obliged  to  give  up  farming  and  moved 
into  town,  where  he  engaged  in  the  harness 
making  trade.  There  were  three  sons,  of 
whom  Charles  was  the  second,  and  as  they 
grew  to  manhood  they  supported  their 
mother  after  their  father's  early  death,  in 
1 87 1.  She  was  a  native  of  Indiana,  and 
came  to  Iowa  about  1850.  Attending  the 
public  schools  in  Winterset  until  he  was 
fourteen  years  of  age,  young  Hyskell  entered 
the  office  of  the  Winterset  Madisonian, 
where  he  learned  the  printer's  trade.  He 
was  afterward  employed  in  the  office  of  the 
greenback  paper,  the  Independent  Mirror, 


then  under  the  editorship  of  Jackson  A. 
Evans.  A  desire  for  a  larger  field  took  him 
into  the  employment  of  the  printing  house  of 
F.  M.  Mills,  in  Des  Moines,  where  he  learned 
many  a  good  lesson.  A  few  months  later  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  A.  L.  Wood,  then 
a  young  school  teacher  in  St.  Charles,  Mad- 
ison County,  but  afterwards  several  times  a 
member  of  the  Legislature.  They  estab- 
lished a  paper  in  St.  Charles  called  the 
Watchman.  At  the  end  of  six  months  Mr. 
Hyskell  sold  his  interest  to  Mr.  Wood.  He 
then  rejoined  Jack  Evans,  and  together  they 
moved  the  Independent  Mirror  from  Win- 


terset to  the  settlement  of  Ord,  on  the  North 
Loup  river,  in  Valley  County,  Nebraska, 
where  they  rechristened  the  newspaper  the 
Ord  Standard.  The  county  of  which  Ord 
was  the  business  and  political  center  had 
3,000  inhabitants,  of  whom  2,600  were  re- 
publicans, having  three  republican  papers. 
Evans  &  Hyskell  proposed  to  run  a  paper  for 
the  400  democrats.  The  odds  against  them 
were  too  great,  though  they  made  a  plucky 
fight.  In  the  following  August  the  sheriff 
took  possession  of  the  paper,  and  Evans  be- 
gan to  teach  school,  while  Mr.  Hyskell 
returned  to  Iowa.  He  worked  at  the  printer's 
case  on  the  Omaha  Herald  for  a  time ;  then 
he  was  police  court  reporter  of  a  sensational 
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paper  in  Des  Moines,  known  as  the  Daily  In- 
dependent, edited  by  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Lynch,  which  he  soon  resigned  on  account 
of  the  great  physical  dangers  he  encountered, 
owing  to  Lynch's  libelous  attacks  on  people 
in  Des  Moines.  He  was  next  foreman  and 
finally  city  editor  of  the  Daily  Free  Press 
of  Eau  Claire,  Wisconsin.  A  year  later  he 
became  city  editor  of  the  Burlington  (Iowa) 
Gazette,  where  he  remained  in  various  edi- 
torial positions  until  the  spring  of  1896, 
when  he  undertook  to  issue  a  Saturday  even- 
ing illustrated  weekly  paper  in  Peoria,  Illin- 
ois, in  partnership  with  Walter  S.  Rogers, 
an  artist  from  the  St.  Louis  Republic,  and 
his  brother,  Fred  Hyskell.  Six  months'  time 
proved  that  the  field  was  not  ready  for  such 
a  publication,  and  having  disposed  of  the 
property,  the  owners  returned  to  Burlington 
and  laid  the  foundation  of  the  present  suc- 
cessful paper,  the  Burlington  Democrat- 
Journal.  The  Democrat  was  started  as  a 
morning  paper  in  September,  1896.  The 
following  March  the  Evening  Journal  was 
published  by  George  A.  Duncan,  and  the  pa- 
pers were  consolidated  in  an  evening  edition 
called  the  Democrat- Journal.  They  started 
in  with  a  small  capital,  but  in  two  years  they 
had  secured  a  complete  plant,  occupying  sev- 
eral floors  of  the  building  in  which  it  is 
located,  having  a  modern  art  department, 
complete  telegraph  report,  linotype  machines 
and  everything  else  that  is  necessary  to  make 
a  first-class  newspaper.  Mr.  Hyskell  has  al- 
ways been  a  democrat,  though  he  is  the  only 
one  of  his  father's  family  that  has  voted 
for  a  democrat.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and  the 
Knights  of  Pythias.  Mr.  Hyskell  was  mar- 
ried in  i8qo  to  Elizabeth  A.  Rogers,  daugh- 
ter of  E.  P.  Rogers,  assistant  passenger  and 
freight  agent  of  the  Southern  Pacific  Rail- 
way system  at  Portland,  Oregon.  They  have 
two  children:  Thomas,  born  in  1892,  and 
Ned,  born  in  1894. 


HUFF,  Henry  Lewis,  of  Eldora,  ranks  in 
the  front  line  of  the  legal  profession  of  Iowa, 
and  is  now  one  of  the  oldest  lawyers  practic- 
ing in  the  state,  having  been  here  since  1853. 
He  has  a  wide  reputation  for  his  ability  as  a 
counselor  and  trial  lawyer.    He  has  been  re- 


tained in  all  the  important  criminal  cases  of 
Hardin  County,  the  most  notable  being  his 
prosecution  of  the  famous  Rainsbarger  mur- 
der trial  in  1885.  He  was  born  January  29, 
1829,  in  Cumberland  County,  Pennsylvania, 
and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Priscilla  Davis 
Huff.  His  father  died  while  Henry  was 
less  than  a  year  old,  and  the  mother  after- 
ward moved  to  Wayne  County,  Ohio,  where 
she  married  John  Mercer.  H.  L.  Huff  spent 
has  early  years  on  a  farm,  and  began  his 
education  in  the  district  school.  He  deter- 
mined upon  his  life's  work  while  very  young, 
and  at  sixteen  began  studying  law  in  addi- 


tion to  other  work  at  the  Edinburgh 
Academy,  near  his  home  at  Edinburgh.  He 
continued  this  work  at  spare  moments  while 
working  on  the  farm,  and  in  1852  entered 
the  office  of  Judge  March,  at  Muncie,  In- 
diana, and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1853. 
In  December  of  that  year  he  came  to  Iowa, 
and  in  the  following  spring  began  the  prac- 
tice of  law  at  Marengo  in  partnership  with 
J.  D.  Temple,  of  Iowa  City.  After  a  year  he 
removed  to  Hardin  County,  locating  at 
Hardin  City,  where  he  remained  in  company 
with  C.  G.  Ankeny  until  1857,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Eldora,  having  been  elected  prose- 
cuting attorney  of  Hardin  County.    He  held 
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this  office  until  1859,  and  was  also  county 
judge  for  a  year,  the  Legislature  abolishing 
the  office  in  i860.  Mr.  Huff  has  formed 
numerous  partnerships  during  his  long 
career,  the  most  important  being  with  Hon. 
J.  D.  Thompson  in  i860;  S.  A.  Reed  in 
1869;  F.  \V.  Pillsbury  in  1882,  and  with  G. 
\V.  Ward  in  1889.  Much  of  the  time  he  has 
pract'ced  alone. 

Mr.  Huff  is  a  man  of  unusual  energy,  and 
has  a  great  capacity  for  work.  In  addition 
to  an  extensive  law  practice,  he  has  always 
found  time  to  take  an  active  interest  in  every 
public  enterprise  of  the  community.  As 
pres;dent  of  the  Eldora  and  Steamboat  Rock 
Coal  Company  he  was  the  leading  man  in 
securing  the  buildmg  of  a  railroad  from  Ack- 
ley  to  Eldora  in  186S.  He  has  been  a  stock- 
holder and  director  in  the  Terra  Cotta  Fire 
Clay  Company  since  its  organization  in  1868. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Huff  was  at  first  a  dem- 
ocrat, but  has  been  a  republican  ever  since 
the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion.  He  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  1869,  and  served  one  term  in 
the  Thirteenth  General  Assembly  of  1870. 
He  was  appointed  on  numerous  important 
committees,  including  the  Judiciary,  and  was 
chairman  of  three.  He  drew  up  all  the  bills 
that  were  presented  by  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  and  was  known  as  one  of  the 
most  diligent  workers  of  that  body,  as  well 
as  an  able  and  eloquent  speaker. 

Mr.  Huff  was  a  delegate  from  the  Third 
Congressional  District  to  the  republican  na- 
tional convention  which,  at  Chicago  in  June, 
1880,  placed  James  A.  Garfield  of  Ohio  in 
nomination  for  the  presidency  and  Chester 
A.  Arthur  for  the  vice-presidency. 

He  was  elected  the  first  county  attorney  of 
Hardin  County  under  the  act  of  the  Legisla- 
ture constituting  that  office,  passed  by  the 
Twenty-first  General  Assembly  in  1886,  and 
held  the  office  for  three  successive  terms. 

Mr.  Huff  is  a  Master  Mason,  and  attends 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  was 
married  July  11,  1861,  to  Elizabeth  B.  Diven 
of  Abingdon,  Illinois.  They  have  eight 
children,  five  of  whom  are  now  living:  Ed- 
win J.,  of  Denver,  Colorado;  Cora  F., 
Thomas  D.,  of  Chicago:  Herbert  A.  and 
Luella.  The  three  who  died  were:  George 
H.,  Henry  L.  and  Clyde  C. 


HORTON,  Dr.  Frank  W.,  of  Sanborn, 
is  the  son  of  a  doctor  and  inherits  the  qual- 
ities which  made  his  father  conspicuous  in 
the  profession.  The  father  was  not  only  a 
noted  physician,  but  a  good  soldier  as  well, 
enlisting  in  Company  D,  Thirty-eighth  Iowa 
Infantry  in  August,  1861,  at  the  age  of 
eighteen,  and  serving  gallantly  to  the  close 
of  the  war.  His  ancestors  were  natives  of 
New  York.  The  mother,  Ella  Beeman  Hor- 
ton,  was  also  a  native  of  New  York,  but  her 
parents  were  natives  of  Vermont,  and  many 
of  her  ancestors  were  prominent  in  the 
militia  service  of  early  days. 


Dr.  Frank  VV.  Horton  was  bom  at 
Fort  Atkinson,  Iowa,  November  7,  1870. 
He  attended  school  first  at  Sumner  for  three 
years,  commencing  at  the  age  of  four  years; 
then  for  six  months  at  Morrisville,  Illinois, 
then  eight  years  at  Volga  City,  Iowa,  after 
which  three  years  were  spent  in  the  graded 
schools  of  Arlington,  Iowa.  Later  he  grad- 
uated from  an  excellent  graded  school  at 
Belmond.  Following  graduation  from  high 
school,  he  secured  a  position  as  clerk  in  a 
department  store  at  Belmond,  where  he  was 
soon  promoted  to  the  highest  position,  but 
resigned  to  become  manager  of  a  lumber  and 
coal  yard.     Subsequently  he  worked  in  a 
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grocery  store  in  one  of  the  suburbs  of  Chi- 
cago, where  he  remained  seven  months ;  then 
returned  to  Belmond  and  clerked  until  enter- 
ing college.  In  September,  1891,  he  matric- 
ulated in  the  homeopathic  department  of  the 
Iowa  State  University.  He  was  president 
of  his  class  during  his  junior  year  at  college. 
During  his  student  days  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Hahnemannian  Medical  Society,  acting 
as  vice-president  in  his  senior  year.  He  was 
physician  to  the  hospital  which  is  maintained 
in  connection  with  the  school, during  the  term 
of  1893-94,  and  had  charge  of  the  dispensary 
at  the  same  time.  He  graduated  March  13, 
1894,  and  after  spending  a  short  period  in 
the  office  of  his  father,  located  at  Sanborn, 
where  he  now  resides  in  the  enjoyment  of  a 
large  and  lucrative  practice.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Modern  Brotherhood  of  America, 
the  Iowa  Legion  of  Honor,  the  Knights  of 
the  Maccabees,  Brotherhood  of  American 
Yeomen,  Woodmen  of  the  World,  and  the 
Alumni  Association  of  his  medical  college. 
In  politics,  he  is  a  republican,  but  takes  little 
interest  more  than  to  vote  the  ticket.  He  be- 
came a  member  of  the  Christian  Church  at 
Arlington  when  about  sixteen  years  of  age. 
September  26,  1895,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Harriet  M.  Smiley.  Dr.  Horton  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Northwestern  Homeopathic  Med- 
ical Society. 


HORTON,  Col.  Charles  Cummins, 
Commandant  of  the  Iowa  Soldiers'  Home  at 
Marshalltown,  is  one  of  the  best  known  of 
the  surviving  Iowa  war  veterans.  In  the 
brief  space  to  which  these  sketches  are  con- 
fined it  is  impossible  to  give  more  than  an 
outline  of  his  life,  and  especially  of  his  mil- 
itary career.  "      , 

He  came  of  Revolutionary  stock  through 
both  his  father  and  his  mother,  Capt.  Jona- 
than Horton  of  the  Revolutionary  army,  be- 
ing his  great-grandfather,  and  Archibald 
Gamble,  the  engineer  on  the  staff  of  General 
Moultrie,  who  laid  out  Fort  Moultrie,  being 
one  of  his  maternal  ancestors.  Col.  Horton's 
father,  James  S.  Horton,  was  a  prominent 
physician  of  Goshen,  Orange  County,  New 
York.  His  mother's  name  was  Mary  Gam- 
ble Cummins,  the  daughter  of  Rev.  Charles 
Cummins,  D.  D.,  of  Scotch-Irish  descent. 


January  13,  1839,  C.  C.  Horton  was  born  in 
Goshen.  In  1848  he  came  with  his  parents 
to  Muscatine,  Iowa.  They  lived  for  two 
years  in  the  city,  but  removed  in  1850  to  a 
farm  two  miles  out.  Young  Horton  at- 
tended private  schools  in  Goshen  and  Mus- 
catine and  a  district  school  in  the  country, 
following  which,  in  1857,  he  returned  to 
New  York  and  entered  the  Delaware  Col- 
legiate Institute,  at  Franklin,  graduating  in 
1859  in  the  literary  and  scientific  course. 

He  enlisted  as  a  private,  Company  A,  Sec- 
ond Iowa  Cavalry,  in  July,  1861 ;  was  mus- 
tered into  the  United  States  service  August 


12,  1 86 1 ;  commissioned  second  lieutenant 
September  2,  1861 ;  commissioned  first  lieu- 
tenant November  2,  1861,  and  was  in  com- 
mand of  the  company  from  that  date.  June 
4,  1862,  he  was  commissioned  captain,  and 
was  in  command  of  the  battalion  most  of  the 
time  until  commissioned  major,  September 
29,  1863,  after  which  he  was  in  command  of 
the  regiment  until  commissioned  lieutenant 
colonel,  November  2j,  1864.  From  that  date 
until  he  was  mustered  out  of  the  service,  Sep- 
tember 17,  1865,  he  was  in  command  of  the 
regiment  or  brigade.  Capt.  Ed.  Hatch,  after- 
ward brigadier  and  brevet  major  general, 
was  his  first  captain.     Washington  L.  El- 
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Hot,  of  the  regular  army,  afterwards  briga- 
dier general,  was  the  first  colonel  of  the  reg- 
iment, and  to  his  thorough  drill  and  strict 
discipline  was  due  the  efficiency,  confidence 
and  self-reliance  of  the  regiment.  The  regi- 
ment participated  and  bore  well  its  part  in 
the  following  engagements  and  battles,  and 
in  all  of  them  Horton  was  present:  New 
Madrid,  Island  No.  10,  Booneville,  where 
Elliot  won  his  first  star;  second  battle  of 
Booneville,  where  Sheridan  won  his  first 
star ;  Farmington,  first  and  second  battles  of 
Corinth,  Iuka,  Tupelo,  Jackson,  Tennessee, 
Nashville,  where  the  Second  brigade 
charged  upon  and  carried  the  first  two  forts 
carried  in  that  battle.  The  colors  of  the  Sec- 
ond Iowa  were  the  first  planted  on  the  works. 
The  Colonel  was  also  in  a  score  or  more  of 
minor  engaeements  where  only  the  regiment, 
brigade  or  division  were  involved.  His  horse 
was  killed  in  the  famous  charge  at  Farming- 
ton,  May  7,  1862.  and  he  was  wounded  at 
the  battle  of  Coldw?ter,  September,  1863, 
and  still  carres  the  rebel  ball  in  his  hip. 

At  the  close  of  the  war,  Col.  Horton  re- 
turned to  Alabama,  and  with  Capt.  Brunton, 
orje  of  the  gallant  officers  of  the  Second 
cavalry,  engaged  in  a  coal  enterprise  near 
Toledagoula.  It  was  during  this  experience 
th&t  he  came  to  fully  realize  the  force  of 
Judge  Tourgee's  "Fool's  Errand."  He  re- 
turned to  Muscatine  in  the  fall  of  1866  with 
more  experence  than  ready  cash,  and  en- 
gaged in  small  fnr't  and  fine  stock  farming. 

On  October  ?o,  1867,  the  Colonel  was 
marred  to  Miss  Isabella  Ogelvie,  only 
daughter  of  Adam  and  Isabella  Millne  Ogel- 
vie, a  prominent  merchant  of  Muscatine,  of 
Scotch  Presbytenan  stock.  Their  family 
numbers  four  children.  James  Lisle,  Frank 
O.,  Mary  M.  and  Bertha  C. 

Colonel  Horton  bis  always  been  a  staunch 
republ:can  and  has  held  the  offices  of  presi- 
dent of  the  County  Agricultural  Society, 
trustee  and  treasurer  of  the  Soldiers' 
Orphans'  Home:  was  a  member  of  the  Fif- 
teenth and  Sixteenth  General  Assemblies,  a 
pronvnent  candidate  for  Congress  when  Far- 
well  was  nominstpd  on  the  T2c;th  ballot:  was 
appointed  snecb1  *>9rent'of  the  United  States 
land  office  in  tP8o.  resigned  and  was  ap- 
pointed snecial  examiner  bv  the  United 
States  nension  bureau,  in  which  position  he 
served  for  fifteen  vears. 


A  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  of  the 
Loyal  Legion,  he  is  both  faithful  and  de- 
voted in  all  these  relations.  While  in  the 
Legislature  he  introduced  the  bill  creating 
the  school  for  feeble-minded  children  at 
Glenwood,  and  the  bill  consolidating  the  Sol- 
diers' Orphans'  Home  at  Davenport.  As 
pension  examiner  he  was  especially  faithful 
and  conscientious  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duties.  While  he  had  no  use  for  fraud  of 
any  kind  and  was  quick  to  detect  it,  he  spared 
neither  time,  strength  nor  labor  to  establish 
an  honest  claim.  The  news  of  his  appoint- 
ment in  1897  to  the  post  of  commandant  of 
the  Soldiers'  Home  at  Marshalltown  was  re- 
received  with  satisfaction  throughout  the 
state,  and  especially  by  his  old  comrades, 
who  felt  sure  that  the  interests  of  the  Home 
would  be  both  justly  and  wisely  managed 
during  his  incumbency. 

His  sons, J.  Lisle  and  Frank  0.,were  mem- 
bers of  Company  C,  Fiftieth  Iowa  Volun- 
teers. Neither  of  them  were  members  of 
the  company  when  war  was  declared,  but 
having  served  with  the  organization  in  the 
past  felt  it  their  duty  to  volunteer,  the  older 
giving  up  a  responsible  position  in  Rock  Isl- 
and, and  the  younger,  Frank,  leaving  Mor- 
gan Park  Academy. 


HOPKINS,  Dr.  Alfred  Grant,  is  one  of 
the  leading  physicians  of  Muscatine,  and  is 
thoroughly  devoted  to  his  profession,  having 
spent  almost  his  entire  life  in  its  study.  His 
parents  and  ancestors  were  all  natives  of 
Soctland,  although  one  of  them,  Stephen 
Hopkins,  landed  in  Plymouth,  Massachu- 
setts, in  1620,  with  the  passengers  of  the 
Mayflower,  and  one  of  his  ancestors  signed 
the  Declaration  of  Independence.  The  his- 
tory of  Scotland  records  many  things  of  in- 
terest concerning  this  family.  The  Doctor's 
father,  Captain  Philip  Hopkins,  was  an  of- 
ficer in  the  English  navy,  as  his  father  had 
been  before  him.  He  was  in  command  of 
'The  Ross,"  a  British  warship,  and  after  it 
sank  in  an  action  with  the  French  fleet,  he 
assumed  command  of  "The  Vandelure," 
which  took  its  place.  He  fouerht  under  Lord 
Nelson  and  captured  "The  Fox/'  a  French 
pirate  in  the  British  channel,  in  1818.    After 
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this  engagement  the  crew  showed  their  re- 
gard for  the  captain  by  presenting  him  with 
a  solid  silver  cup  weighing  thirty-two 
pounds,  upon  which  was  inscribed  a  full  de- 
scription of  the  battle.  This  cup  is  now  in 
the  possession  of  Dr.  Hopkins'  eldest 
brother,  a  prominent  and  wealthy  lawyer  of 
Melbourne,  Australia.  At  the  age  of  fifty, 
Captain  Hopkins  was  married  to  Miss 
Frances  Elliott,  daughter  of  Dr.  Elliott,  a 
well-known  Scotch  physician,  and  one  of  the 
professors  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh. 
He  was  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  oldest 
Scotch  families.  Captain  and  Mrs.  Hopkins 
were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  of  whom 
Dr.  Hopkins  was  the  youngest,  and  the  only 
one  born  in  America.  After  retiring  from 
the  navy,  Captain  Hopkins  came  to  America, 
first  settling  at  Toronto,  Canada,  and  after- 
wards moving  to  Niagara  County,  New 
York,  where  Dr.  A.  G.  Hopkins  was  born 
March  17,  1844. 

Dr.  Hopkins  was  taught  by  a  private  tutor 
until  he  was  ten  years  old,  when  he  entered 
the  Lewiston  Seminarv  at  Lewiston,  New 
York.  He  graduated  from  the  Philadelphia 
Universitv  in  1870,  and  took  a  post-graduate 
course  at  Bellevue  Hoso'tal  Medical  College, 
graduating  from  th:s  institution  in  1888  and 
from  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Sur- 


geons, at  Chicago,  in  1890.  From  the  last 
institution  he  received  a  special  diploma  for 
physical  diagnosis,  for  diseases  of  eye  and 
ear,  diseases  of  women  and  other  specialties. 
He  practiced  his  profession  in  Chicago,  New 
York  and  Boston,  and  has  traveled  as  a  spe- 
cialist over  a  large  part  of  the  globe.  His 
first  location  in  Iowa  was  at  Council  Bluffs, 
and  during  his  limited  residence  there  he  was 
granted  a  state  certificate  by  the  state  board 
of  medical  examiners  in  1890.  During  the 
next  four  years  he  traveled  all  over  Iowa, 
lecturing  on  physiology,  anatomy,  medical 
sciences  and  other  hygienic  subjects.  He 
located  at  Muscatine  in  1896,  and  since  that 
time  has  succeeded  in  building  up  a  good 
practice. 

In  politics,  Dr.  Hookins  is  a  republican. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  K.  O.  T.  M.,  Knights 
of  Pythias  and  Court  of  Honor,  and  belongs 
to  the  Episcopal  Church.  Mrs.  Hopkins  is 
a  former  resident  of  the  Empire  State,  and  is 
a  niece  of  the  late  Orrin  Sage  of  Rochester, 
who  opened  the  first  book  store  in  that  city, 
and  a  grand-niece  of  Russell  Sage,  banker 
and  broker  of  New  York  City,  better  known 
in  Wall  street  as  "Old  Integrity.,,  She  is 
much  vounger  than  her  husband,  and  is  con- 
sidered one  of  the  handsomest  of  the  many 
handsome  women  in  Iowa. 


HEMENWAY,  Herman  Caswell,  one 
of  the  leading  lawyers  and  republicans  of 
eastern  Iowa  and  a  resident  of  Cedar  Falls, 
was  born  in  Potsdam,  New  York,  April  1, 
1834.  He  is  the  son  of  Vashni  Hemenway 
and  Eliza  Goodnow  Hemenway,  who  were 
married  in  1824.  Vashni  Hemenway  was 
born  November  24,  1788,  at  Shrewsbury, 
Massachusetts.  He  removed  to  Shoreham, 
Vermont,  in  1792  and  to  Potsdam,  New 
York,  about  181 6.  In  1850  he  came  west 
and  settled  in  Freeport,  Illinois,  removing  tQ 
Lansing,  Iowa,  in  1868,  and  died  in  Cedar 
Falls,  August  18,  1878.  He  was  a  lineal 
descendant  of  Ralph  Hemenway,  who  was 
married  to  Elizabeth  Hewes  in  Roxbury, 
Massachi,cetts,  Inly  5,  1634.  His  wife  was 
born  in  Boston,  Massachusetts,  in  1801,  and 
her  ancestors  were  among  the  early  settlers 
of  Massachusetts.  She  died  in  Freeport,  II- 
linn:s.  D°rember  8,  1862.  Both  parents  were 
teacher*  ;n  earlv  life,  and  subsequently 
farmers  by  occupation. 

Digitized  by  VaOOQ IC 


258 


PROGRESSIVE    MEN    OF    IOWA. 


Herman  C.  Hemenway  received  a  good 
common  school  education  and  was  employed 
as  a  teacher  for  several  terms.  He  began 
his  legal  studies  in  Freeport,  Illinois,  in  1858 
and  was  admitted  to  the  practice  of  law  in 
Illinois  in  i860.  The  next  year  he  removed 
to  Independence,  Iowa,  and  in  1862  enlisted 
in  the  Twenty-seventh  Iowa  Infantry  and 
served  three  years.  Upon  his  discharge  from 
the  army  he  moved  to  Cedar  Falls  and  has 
since  resided  there,  where  he  has  been  con- 
tinuously and  actively  engaged  in  the  prac- 
tice of  law.  He  served  as  a  member  of  the 
General  Assembly  from  Blackhawk  County 
for  ten  years,  being  a  member  of  both  House 
and  Senate,  and  has  held  several  minor  local 
offices.  He  was  married  in  Cedar  Falls  Oc- 
tober 15,  1868,  to  Lanie  G.  Schermerhorn,  a 
native  of  Seneca  County,  New  York.  He 
has  always  been  a  republican  and  an  active 
and  prominent  factor  in  the  affairs  of  his 
party.  He  belongs  to  the  G.  A.  R.  and  sev- 
eral other  civic  societies. 


HOLSMAN,  Henry  Benjamin,  of 
Guthrie  Center,  is  a  well-known  attorney  and 
a  close  student,  having  made  an  extended  in- 
vestigate n  of  the  Roman  law,  in  addition  to 


becoming  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  prin- 
ciples and  application  of  the  common  law. 
Mr.  Holsman  was  born  March  5,  1856,  in 
the  village  of  Senacaville,  Guernsey  County, 
Ohio,  and  is  the  youngest  of  seven  children, 
six  of  whom  are  now  living.  His  father, 
William  Holsman,  was  a  thrifty,  prosperous 
farmer,  of  German  descent.  He  died  at 
Guthrie  Center  July  25,  1895,  aged  eighty- 
one  years.  His  mother,  Lucy  Dilley,  was  of 
English  and  Scotch  descent,  and  was  a  quiet, 
patient,  Christian  woman.  She  died  at  the 
age  of  fifty-six,  in  1874.  The  ancestors  of 
both  parents  were  in  America  many  genera- 
tions ago.  Before  he  was  a  year  old,  Henry's 
parents  moved  from  Ohio  to  Iowa,  settling 
on  a  farm  in  Guthrie  County.  Here  the  boy 
grew  up,  and  by  hard  work  became  strong 
and  vigorous.  As  a  child  he  was  studious 
and  fond  of  reading,  and  his  inclinations  m 
these  directions  were  always  encouraged  bv 
his  parents,  who  furnished  him  the  means  to 
acquire  a  college  training.  In  the  fall  of 
1873.  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  he  entered  the 
State  University  of  Iowa,  where  for  four 
years  he  pursued  studies  especially  designed 
to  fit  him  for  the  legal  profession.  In  ad- 
dition to  this  he  took  a  year  in  the  law  de- 
partment, graduating  in  June,  1878,  with 
the  degree  Bachelor  of  Laws.  During  the 
same  month  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Iowa,  and  opened  an 
office  at  Guthrie  Center,  where  he  practiced 
six  years.  In  the  fall  of  1884  he  went  to 
Omaha,  where  for  eleven  years  he  enjoyed  a 
lucrative  practice.  He  was  employed  in 
many  important  cases,  particularly  in  those 
requiring  a  thorough  knowledge  of  consti- 
tutional law.  In  the  summer  of  1895  h* 
was  called  home  by  the  death  of  his  father, 
and  while  there  was  urged  by  relatives  and 
friends  to  return  to  Guthrie  Center.  This 
he  finally  concluded  to  do,  having  grown 
tired  of  the  constant  strain  of  an  extensive 
city  practice,  and  in  January,  1896,  he  re- 
opened his  office  at  his  former  location.  Here 
his  practice  is  large  enough  to  bring  him 
liberal  remuneration,  while  affording  more 
leisure  for  recreation  and  various  lines  of 
study.  He  delights  in  literature,  both 
American  and  English.  He  also  speaks  and 
reads  the  German  language  fluently,  and  has 
a  considerable  knowledge  of  German 
classics. 
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Mr.  Holsman  was  a  republican  until  1896, 
when  he  left  the  party  because  of  his  free 
silver  views.  He  was  nominated  for  dis- 
trict judge  by  the  fusionists  of  the  Fifth 
District,  in  the  convention  held  at  Winter- 
set  September  5,  1896.  During  the  cam- 
paign he  took  the  stump  in  the  interests  of 
the  silver  forces,  and  proved  to  be  quite  a 
popular  speaker  and  candidate,  running 
ahead  of  the  national  ticket,  and  considera- 
bly reducing  the  customary  republican  ma- 
jority in  Guthrie  County.  This  is  the  only 
office  to  which  he  has  aspired,  save  that  of 
State  Senator  from  the  district  composed 
of  Guthrie,  Dallas  and  Audubon  Counties, 
for  which  his  friends  sought  to  nominate 
him  in  1883,  lacking  but  one  vote  of 
doing  so. 

Mr.  Holsman  is  a  member  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias  and  I.  O.  O.  F.  lodges,  and  be- 
longs to  the  Presbyterian  Church.  He  has 
never  married. 


HORNIBROOK,  Dr.  Edward,  of  Cher- 
okee, was  born  in  Grenville  County,  On- 
tario, October  29,  1838.  He  is  of  Irish  ex- 
tract'on  and  possesses  the  strong  and  sterling 
qualities  which  characterize  the  Celtic  race. 


His  father's  family  was  of  Welsh  extraction, 
and  first  entered  Ireland  as  soldiers  under 
Cromwell.  They  have  been,  for  the  most 
part,  soldiers,  manufacturers  and  profes- 
sional men,  and  are  now  scattered  through- 
out the  United  States  and  British  colonies. 
None  in  the  direct  line  have  remained  in  Ire- 
land, although  there  are  many  of  the  same 
name  in  the  Province  of  Munster.  His 
father  was  engaged  in  the  linen  trade  in 
County  Cork,  Ireland,  until  1822,  when,  the 
industry  becoming  unprofitable,  he  emi- 
grated to  Canada  and  became  a  prosperous 
farmer.  He  died  in  1872,  leaving  ten  chil- 
dren and  numerous  grandchildren.  Dr. 
Hornibrook's  mother  was  of  the  famous 
family  of  Burchell,  one  of  whom  figures  in 
Goldsmith's  "Vicar  of  Wakefield,"  who 
went  to  Ireland  at  the  time  of  the  Danish 
invasion. 

The  early  school  days  of  the  Doctor  were 
typical  of  pioneer  life,  little  being  taught 
outside  the  three  R's ;  but  later  he  was  given 
the  advantage  of  private  tuition  under  a 
Welsh  clergyman,  a  graduate  of  Oxford. 
For  several  years  he  attended  the  best  schools 
within  his  reach,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
matriculated  at  the  University  of  Toronto, 
obtaining  highest  honors  in  chemistry, 
botany,  zoology  and  mathematics.  He  pur- 
sued the  scientific  course  somewhat  irreg- 
ularly for  more  than  seven  years.  His  med- 
ical education  was  received  at  the  University 
of  Victoria  College,  Toronto,  where  he  grad- 
uated in  1 86 1.  He  taught  school  between 
the  college  sessions,  at  the  same  time  keep- 
ing on  with  his  medical  studies.  He  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  medicine  at  Mitchell, 
Ontario,  in  1861,  where  he  remained  until 
1879,  when  ill  health  led  him  to  remove  to 
Cherokee,  Iowa,  at  which  place  he  has  con- 
tinued in  professional  life.  He  was  trustee 
of  the  Iowa  hospital  for  the  insane  at  Inde- 
pendence from  1 89 1  to  1896,  and  was  almost 
immediately  elected  president  of  the  board, 
which  office  he  held  to  the  end  of  his  term, 
being  well  fitted  for  the  position  by  his  rare 
wisdom,  decision  of  character,  and  unflinch- 
ing loyalty.  He  was  an  active  advocate  of  a 
fourth  insane  hospital  ior  the  state,  and 
when  public  opinion  settled  in  favor  of  state 
instead  of  county  care  for  the  insane,  was 
largely  instrumental  in  securing  its  loca- 
tion at  Cherokee.    He  is  dean  of  the  medical 


Digitized  by 


Google 


260 


PROGRESSIVE   MEN    OP   IOWA. 


faculty  and  professor  of  gynecology  of  the 
Sioux  City  College  of  Medicine,  consulting 
physician  and  surgeon  of  the  hospital  for 
insane  at  Independence,  and  was  elected 
president  of  the  State  Medical  Society  in 
1898.  It  is  well  worthy  of  mention,  that  in 
the  many  positions  of  trust  and  responsibil- 
ity which  the  Doctor  has  held  in  this  and 
his  native  country,  the  office  has  sought  the 
man,  not  the  man  the  office. 

Dr.  Hornibrook  was  married  in  1863  to 
Rosina  Stephens.  Six  children  have  been 
born  to  them,  two  of  whom  are  married, 
Fanny  being  the  wife  of  a  banker  at  Cor- 


his  ideas  of  right.    Dr.  Hornibrook  is  at  the 
high  tide  of  his  life's  work. 


HANCHETT,  Alfred  Phineas,  one  of 
the  leading  physicians  and  surgeons  of  Coun- 
cil Bluffs,  was  born  in  Kaneville,  Illinois, 
June  16,  1852.  His  early  life  was  spent 
upon  a  farm,  and  his  earliest  school  days  at 
the  proverbial  "red  school  house"  of  the 
country  district. 

His  father,  David  Hanchett,  has  always 
been  a  farmer,  though  now  retired  from 
active  life.  He  was  born  in  Suffield,  Con- 
necticut, where  His  ancestors  had  lived  for 
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such  as  can  be  had  at  the  country  school- 
house,  then  the  village,  and  later  the  high 
school  at  Aurora,  with  one  year  at  Wheaton 
College.  Following  this  he  was  engaged  in 
teaching  for  three  years,  with  the  savings 
from  which  he  pursued  his  medical  studies, 
graduating  from  the  Chicago  Homeopathic 
Medical  College  in  the  spring  of  1878. 

He  first  located  for  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine at  Marengo,  Illinois,  where  he  remained 
about  three  years,  and  built  up  a  good  bus- 
iness; but  the  desire  for  a  larger  field,  and 
becoming  infected  with  the  western  fever, 
he  removed  in  the  spring  of  1880  to  Coun- 
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For  many  years  the  Doctor  and  his  fam- 
ily have  been  actively  identified  with  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Council  Bluffs, 
of  which  they  are  members. 

In  September,  1878,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Grace  McMicken,  of  Aurora,  Illinois. 
They  have  two  sons :  Mac  W.,  born  May  22, 
1881,  and  Alfred  P.,  born  November  19, 
1883. 


HILDRETH,  Azro  Benjamin  Frank- 
lin, was  born  in  Chelsea,  Orange  County, 
Vt,  Feb.  29,  1 81 6,  the  eldest  of  a  family  of 
twelve  children,  six  sons  and  six  daughters. 
His  father,  Daniel  Hildreth,  was  a  native 
of  Pepperell,  Massachusetts,  born  May  2, 
1782,  and  at  an  early  age  removed  with  his 
parents  to  Corinth,  Orange  County,  Ver- 
mont. His  mother  was  Clarissa  Tyler, 
a  daughter  of  Jonathan  Tyler,  of  Revolu- 
tionary fame,  and  was  born  in  Piermont, 
New  Hampshire,  July  5,  1794.  The  first 
Tyler  family  in  this  country  d^me  from 
England  and  settled  in  Connecticut.  It  had 
three  sons:  two  of  them  went  to  New 
Hampshire,  while  the  third  son  settled  in 
Virginia,  and  was  the  progenitor  of  John 
Tyler,  once  president  of  the  United  States, 
and  all  the  other  Tylers  of  that  state. 

The  Hildreths  originated  in  England, 
also,  and  were  among  the  strictest  of  Puri- 
tans. Daniel  Hildreth,  the  father  of  Azro, 
was  a  farmer  and  lived  and  died  upon  his 
farm  in  Chelsea,  Vermont.  He  was  an  ex- 
tensive wool  grower.  The  son  Azro  was  a 
school  teacher  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years. 
He  labored  on  his  father's  farm  during 
spring  and  summer,  attending  a  neighbor- 
ing academy  during  the  fall  terms,  and  then 
taught  school  in  winter  during  several  suc- 
cessive years.  He  was  early  apprenticed  to 
the  printing  and  newspaper  business,  and 
was  engaged  as  editor  and  printer  more 
than  thirty-five  years.  It  is  understood  that 
he  is  the  oldest  journalist  in  Iowa.  Having 
paid  good  attention  to  the  laws  of  health, 
he  is  still  hale  and  hearty,  and  in  all  prob- 
ability has  yet  many  years  of  life  before 
him. 

In  December,  1855,  Mr.  Hildreth  visited 
northern  Iowa,  and  being  charmed  with  the 
country,  decided  to  make  his  home  in  the 
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Hawkeye  state.  He  removed  there  with  his 
family,  from  Massachusetts,  in  the  spring 
of  1856,  and  located  at  Charles  City,  Floyd 
County.  There  he  at  once  established  him- 
self in  the  printing  and  newspaper  business, 
and  continued  many  years,  when  he  sold  out 
to  Col.  E.  B.  Dyke,  who,  with  his  brother, 
continued  the  publication  of  his  paper,  the 
Intelligencer. 

In  1858  Mr.  Hildreth  was  elected  a  mem- 
ber of  the  old  State  Board  of  Education, 
representing  ten  or  twelve  counties  which 
comprised  the  Tenth  Judicial  District.  While 
a  member  of  the  board  he  took  an  active 


part  in  framing  the  school  laws  of  the  state, 
and  many  portions  of  our  present  educa- 
tional laws  are  the  product  of  his  facile  pen. 
He  was  author  of  the  law  forbidding  the 
exclusion  of  the  Bible  from  our  public 
schools ;  also  one  providing  for  the  introduc- 
tion of  Webster's  Dictionary  in  the  schools 
of  the  state.  But,  above  all,  he  was  the 
means  of  opening  the  doors  of  the  State 
University,  at  Iowa  City,  to  the  education 
of  young  women  upon  equal  terms  in  all 
respects  with  the  young  men.  This  measure 
met  with  much  opposition,  both  from  the 
people  and  the  press,  it  then  being  the  opin- 
ion that  co-education  was  impracticable. 
In  1863  Mr.  Hildreth  was  elected  to  the 


General  Assembly.  In  that  body  he  was 
appointed  chairmaji  of  the  committee  on 
Schools  and  State  University,  and  was  also 
a  member  of  the  committee  on  Banks  and 
Banking,  and  of  the  committee  on  Printing. 
Any  one  familiar  with  the  work  of  legisla- 
tion can  readily  understand  that  these  are 
very  important  committees ;  and  the  amount 
of  labor  imposed  upon  them  necessarily 
large.  He  was  very  successful  in  carrying 
through  the  Legislature  whatever  measure 
he  was  interested  in.  Among  the  more  im- 
portant, and  one  that  proved  of  lasting  ben- 
efit to  his  part  of  the  state,  was  a  memorial 
to  Congress,  asking  for  a  grant  of  land  to 
aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  passing 
from  McGregor  westward  through  his  own 
lown  of  Charles  City.  Congress  passed  the 
prant,  the  railroad  was  built  and  is  in  suc- 
cessful operation  at  the  present  time. 

In  the  spring  of  1861,  at  the  breaking 
ou*  of  the  Rebellion,  Governor  Kirkwood 
appointed  Mr.  Hildreth  as  draft  commis- 
sioner for  Floyd  County.  He  transacted 
this  difficult  and  delicate  business  with 
fidelity  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  con- 
cerned. 

In  1862  Mr.  Hildreth  became  one  of  the 
ii  corporators  of  the  First  Congregational 
Church  of  Charles  City,  and  was  for  sev- 
eral years  chairman  of  its  board  of  trustees. 
For  many  years  he  was  a  member  of  the 
schoo1  board  of  his  city,  and  much  of  the 
t;nie  was  president.  He  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  free  public  library  of  that 
place,  a  very  successful  and  popular  insti- 
tution. In  1859  Mr.  Hildreth  was  the  in- 
stigator and  prime  mover  in  the  work  of 
organizing  the  Floyd  County  Agricultural 
Society,  as  well  as  the  Farmers'  Club  at 
Charles  City;  and  was  also  for  several  years 
president  of  the  Riverside  Cemetiery  As- 
sociation of  Charles  City.  This  cemetery 
is  one  of  the  most  lovely  cities  of  the  dead 
in  all  Iowa.  During  the  year  1891  Messrs. 
Redhead,  Norton,  Lathrop  &  Co.,  of  Des 
Moines,  published  a  book  of  nearly  six  hun- 
dred pages,  entitled,  "The  Life  and  Times 
of  Azro  B.  F.  Hildreth,"  a  very  entertain- 
ing and  instructive  work,  dedicated  "to  the 
wide-awake,  enterprising  and  go-ahead  boys 
and  girls  of  the  American  Union." 

A  recent  enterprise  which  stands  as   a 
monument  to  Mr.  Hildreth's  business  ability 
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and  desire  to  advance  the  best  interests  of 
the  city  of  his  choice,  is  represented  in  a 
block  called  the  "Hildreth,"  said  to  be  the 
finest  block  in  Charles  City.  It  contains  the 
best  appointed  hotel  and  opera  house  in 
northern  Iowa.  Mr.  Hildreth  has  invested 
more  than  $100,000  in  this  magnificent 
structure. 

In  October,  1844,  Mr.  Hildreth  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Liveria  A.  Knight,  in  Frye- 
burg,  Maine.  She  was  a  lady  of  education 
and  refinement.  One  child,  Mary  Liveria 
Aurette,  was  born  to  them,  who  died  at  an 
early  age  in  Charles  City.  Mrs.  Liveria  A. 
Hildreth  passed  away  in  Charles  City  De- 
cember 8,  1890,  aged  73  years  and  6  months, 
after  forty-six  years  of  happy  married  life. 
On  March  1,  1892,  Mr.  Hildreth  was  mar- 
ried to  Mrs.  Julia  A.  Waterhouse,  nee 
Brock,  his  present  companion,  a  native  of 
Lincoln,  Maine.  She  is  a  lady  of  education 
and  culture  with  marked  business  ability. 
By  her  former  marriage  she  has  two  sons: 
William  E.,  of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  naval 
architect  and  engineer  for  the  Boston,  Ply- 
mouth and  Provincetown  Steamboat  Com- 
pany, and  Charles  S.  Waterhouse,  of  the 
firm  of  Waterhouse,  Adler  &  Co.,  of  New 
York  City. 

Mr.  Hildreth  is  now  in  his  86th  year,  vig- 
orous in  health,  step  elastic  and  position 
erect.  It  is  his  boast  that  during  his  forty- 
three  years'  residence  in  Iowa  he  has  not  lost 
one  day  by  sickness.  His  religious  views 
are  those  of  the  Unitarians.  In  politics  he 
is  a  staunch  republican. 


HAGGARD,  David  A.,  of  Algona,  is  an 
Iowa  product,  pure  and  simple,  born  in  Du- 
buque, May  27,  1839,  one  year  after  Iowa 
was  made  a  territory.  His  father,  Dr.  John 
Haggard,  a  native  of  Kentucky,  was  a  man 
of  generous  impulses  and  good  mental  en- 
dowment, but  he  was  not  a  money-maker, 
and  was,  therefore,  generally  in  limited  cir- 
cumstances. Young  David,  as  a  conse- 
quence, had  but  little  financial  aid  in  his  first 
struggles  with  the  world.  Dr.  John  Hag- 
gard was  married  in  Milliagevilte,  Penn- 
sylvania, to  Miss  Elizabeth  Linn,  a  Tennes- 
sean  by  birth,  wfhose  parents  were  strong 
secessionists.     David  Haggard,  grandfather 


of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Kentucky.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church,  and 
a  strong  anti-slavery  man.  He  fell  heir  to 
sixteen  negroes,  and  so  repulsive  to  his  feel- 
ings of  humanity  was  the  idea  of  owning 
human  beings,  that  he  at  once  set  free  all 
who  were  of  age,  and  gave  the  younger 
ones  their  freedom  when  they  came  to  the 
age  of  eighteen  and  twenty-one.  He  left 
Kentucky  on  account  of  slavery  and  came  to 
Iowa.  John  Haggard  graduated  from  the 
med'cal  school  in  Kentucky,  and  moved  to 
Dubuque  in  the  year  1836,  when  Iowa  was 
yet  in  the  Wisconsin  territory.     He  crossed 


the  Mississippi  river  with  his  possessions  in 
a  skiff,  swimming  the  horses  behind  it. 

David  A.  Haggard  received  only  a  com- 
mon school  education,  such  as  a  boy  could 
procure  in  the  schools  of  a  village  in  1845 
f°  T855.  His  mother  d:ed  when  he  was  three 
vears  old,  and  he  made  his  home  with  Grand- 
father Haggard.  August  22,  1862,  at  the 
age  of  twenty-two,  he  enlisted  in  Company 
C,  Twenty-first  Iowa  Infantry  Volunteers, 
as  a  private.  In  October,  the  same  year,  he 
was  promoted  to  second  sergeant  in  charge 
of  the  regimental  colors.  He  fought  in  the 
battles  at  Hartsville,  Mo.,  and  through  the 
Vxksburg  campaign  under  Grant ;  was  then 
relieved  of  the  colors  and  put  in  command 
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of  Company  C,  which  position  he  held  dur- 
ing the  fight  at  Jackson,  Mississippi,  and 
until  July  28,  1863,  when  he  again  took 
charge  of  the  colors.  He  also  fought  in  the 
battles  of  the  Spanish  Fort  and  Blakely,  dur- 
ing which  time  he  was  promoted  to  first  ser- 
geant. He  was  mustered  out  at  Clinton, 
Iowa,  July  26,  1865,  at  the  close  of  the  war. 
He  was  never  in  the  hospital  or  excused  from 
active  duty.  He  is  a  republican ;  was  three 
times  elected  assessor  and  three  times  road 
supervisor  of  the  entire  civil  township  of 
Irvington.  In  the  fall  of  1881  he  was 
elected  sheriff  of  Kossuth  County,  and 
served  two  terms.  In  1886  he  was  elected 
mayor  of  the  city  of  Algona,  and  was  again 
elected  to  the  office  in  1896.  He  served 
twelve  years  on  the  school  board  in  Algona. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order,  and 
has  taken  the  chapter  degrees ;  also  member 
of  Odd  Fellows,  and  member  of  G.  A.  R. 
Post.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church  since  the  age  of  nineteen.  He 
was  married  August  24,  1867,  to  Susie  E. 
Wilmot,  a  resident  of  Epworth,  Iowa.  They 
have  three  sons  and  two  daughters.  In  the 
year  1854,  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  he  came 
with  his  father  to  Kossuth  County,  on  a 
government  survey.  At  this  time  there 
was  no  white  settlement  between  Mankato, 
Minnesota,  and  Fort  Dodge,  Iowa. 

From  a  published  account  of  that  trip  we 
extract  the  following:  "On  August  25,  1854, 
we  entered  Kossuth  County.  Every  slough 
or  low  piece  of  ground  resembled  a  swamp, 
covered  with  a  rank  growth  of  vegetation 
irom  five  to  seven  feet  in  height  and  seem- 
ingly without  bottom.  Under  these  discour- 
aging conditions  the  party  floundered  on 
westward,  frequently  making  no  more  than 
three  miles  a  day,  a  larger  portion  of  the 
lime  being  spent  in  carrying  the  load  to 
shore  or  lifting  on  the  wheels  of  the  wagon; 
upon  crossing  the  Little  Buffalo  we  camped 
on  the  west  bank;  the  following  morning, 
while  the  cook  was  preparing  breakfast,  a 
drove  of  buffalo  made  their  appearance.  We 
ascertained  by  actual  count  that  the  drove 
numbered  forty-seven." 

It  is  scarcely  conceivable  that  such  was 
the  primitive  and  wild  condition  of  an  Iowa 
county,  so  short  a  tiipe  ago. 


HUBBARD,  Ackley,  of  Spencer,  was 
born  at  Massena  Springs,  St.  Lawrence 
County,  New  York,  September  15,  1849. 
His  father  was  Stephen  W.  Hubbard,  a 
native  of  New  York,  and  a  contractor  and 
luilder  by  trade.  He  was  of  English  de- 
scent, one  of  his  ancestors  having  been  a 
chaplain  in  Cromwell's  army.  His  grand- 
father was  an  American  captain  in  the  Rev- 
olutionary war,  and  served  in  Shay's  Rebel- 
lion. His  father  served  in  the  War  of  1812, 
;vd  was  a  provost  marshal.  He  was  mar- 
ried to  Anne  E.  Barnett.  When  their  son, 
Ackley  Hubbard,  was  four  years  of  age,  the 


family  moved  to  Ogdensburg,  New  York, 
and  three  years  later  to  Rossie,  New  York. 
where  Ackley  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools.  The  schools  there  were  very 
superior  to  the  average  of  that  day,  having 
a  course  of  study  somewhat  similar  to  that 
in  the  schools  of  the  larger  towns  of  Iowa 
at  the  present  time.  When  he  was  fourteen 
years  of  age,  his  father  wanted  him  to  study 
medicine,  hut  he  refused  to  do  so  and  wished 
.0  study  law.  The  father  objected  to  law, 
and  the  matter  was  compromised  by  the  boy 
l>ecoming  an  apprentice  to  his  father  to  learn 
the  trade  of  a  carpenter  and  joiner.      He 
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served  three  years  as  an  apprentice,  then 
served  three  years  as  a  journeyman,  at- 
tending school  part  of  the  time  and  teaching 
part  of  the  time.  He  came  to  Iowa  in  the 
fall  of  1869  at  the  age  of  twenty  years,  lo- 
cating near  where  the  town  of  Spencer  now 
stands.  In  the  fall  of  1872  he  was  elected 
clerk  of  the  District  and  Circuit  Courts  of 
Clay  County,  serving  in  that  capacity  for 
four  years.  Still  desiring  to  become  a  law- 
yer, he  read  law,  during  his  terms  of  office 
as  clerk  of  courts,  with  L.  M.  Pemberton, 
then  a  leading  member  of  the  bar  of  Spencer, 
now  located  at  Beatrice,  Nebraska.  He  was 
admitted  to  practice  in  the  fall  of  1876,  and 
was  a  very  successful  attorney  for  eight 
years.  He  was  elected  auditor  of  Qay 
County  in  1877  and  served  two  years,  refus- 
ing to  be  a  candidate  for  re-election,  as  his 
law  practice  took  all  his  time.  He  was 
compelled  to  give  up  the  practice  on  account 
of  trouble  with  his  eyes,  after  which  he  was 
in  the  furniture  and  carpet  business  for 
about  eight  years.  He  sold  out  in  Decem- 
ber, 1890,  and  in  January,  1891,  accepted  a 
position  as  cashier  of  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Spencer.  In  April,  1892,  he  re- 
signed this  position  and  went  to  California, 
locating  with  his  family  in  Pasadena,  where 
he  purchased  an  interest  in  the  San  Gabriel 
Valley  Bank  of  that  city,  and  was  made  its 
cashier  December  1,  1892.  A.  W.  Miller, 
then  president  of  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Spencer,  Iowa,  died  a  few  days  after  this 
and  Mr.  Hubbard  was  offered  the  position 
made  vacant  by  his  death.  He  sold  his  Cal- 
ifornia bank  stock  and  returned  to  Spencer 
in  January,  1893,  and  assumed  the  duties 
of  president  of  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Spencer  February  1,  1893.  Although  not 
fully  familiar  with  the  duties  of  that  position 
when  the  "Panic  of  1893"  began,  he  had, 
through  prudence  and  foresight,  so  fortified 
the  bank  that  it  had  no  trouble,  but  went 
through  all  this  trying  period  in  good  shape 
and  earned  good  dividends  for  its  stock- 
holders. This  bank  was  very  sudcesstful 
during  all  the  time  that  Mr.  Hubbard  was 
its  manager.  In  January,  1897,  the  bank 
passed  into  other  hands  and  Mr.  Hubbard 
retired  from  its  management.  In  February, 
1897,  in  connection  with  the  former  officers 
and  directors  of  the  First  National  Bank,  he 
organized    tihe    Citizens'    State    Bank    of 

19 


Spencer,  which  opened  for  business  with  the 
inauguration  of  "McKinley  and  prosperity," 
March  4,  1897.  This  bank  has  been  very 
successful  and  now  has  the  best  banking 
business  in  Spencer. 

Mr.  Hubbard  has  always  been  a  repub- 
lican, and  received  a  thrashing  by  a  young 
democrat  when  he  was  only  seven  years  old 
for  hurrahing  for  Fremont  and  Dayton. 
Besides  holding  county  offices,  he  has  served 
seven  years  as  a  member  of  the  school  board 
of  Spencer,  during  which  time  two  new 
school  houses  were  built,  the  schools  graded 
and  the  foundation  laid  for  the  present  excel- 
lent public  school  system  of  Spencer.  In 
1895  Clay  County  presented  Mr.  Hubbard 
as  a  candidate  for  State  Senator,  but  he 
was  defeated  in  the  senatorial  convention  by 
a  combination  of  the  other  candidates,  after 
a  two  days'  contest  and  after  over  sixteen 
hundred  ballots  had  been  taken. 

He  joined  the  Spencer  Lodge,  No.  247, 
I  .O.  O.  F.,  in  1872,  being  one  of  the  first 
candidates  initiated  afcer  the  organization 
of  the  lodge.  He  has  held  all  the  offices  of 
this  lodge,  also  the  office  of  District  Deputy 
Grand  Master.  He  is  a  member  of  the  En- 
campment and  Rebekah  Lodge,  Knights  of 
Pythias  subordinate  lodge,  and  Uniformed 
Rank,  A.  O.  U.  W.,  and  Modern  Woodmen 
of  America.  He  has  been  a  delegate  from 
his  lodge  to  the  Grand  Lodge  and  State  En- 
campments of  the  two  latter  societies.  From 
1890  to  1892  he  was  quite  active  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  League  of  American  Wheelmen, 
and  was  elected  chief  consul  of  the  Iowa 
division  in  1891. 

Mr.  Hubbard  was  married  in  Spencer 
December  25,  1872,  to  Miss  Martha  Hunt. 
To  them  have  been  born  four  children.  The 
oldest,  George  Arthur,  died  at  the  age  of 
seven  years.  Those  living  are:  Alice  E., 
born  in  1875  >  Florence  M.,  born  in  1879,  and 
Henry  A.,  born  in  1885. 


HUTCHINSON,  Norman  R.,  of  Lake 
City,  late  auditor  of  Calhoun  County,  is  one 
of  the  oldest  settlers  of  northwestern  Iowa, 
and  a  well-known  old  soldier.  His  father, 
Jesse  Hutchinson,  was  in  early  life  a  car- 
penter in  New  England,  but  in  1833  he  re- 
moved to  Cass  County,  Michigan,  where,  by 
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hard  work  and  strict  economy,  he  succeeded 
in  paying  for  a  small  farm.  His  efforts 
were  seconded  ably  by  his  wife,  Abigail 
Rudd,  whom  he  married  in  Vermont  in  1830. 
She  furnished  material  help  to  her  husband 
by  carding,  spinning  and  weaving  all  the 
cloth  for  the  family  of  eight  children,  and 
was  always  hopeful  and  cheerful  while  en- 
during the  privations  and  hardships  of  fron- 
tier life.  Mr.  Hutchinson's  ancestors,  both 
of  his  father  and  mother,  settled  in  Vermont 
during  the  Eighteenth  century,  the  Hutchin- 
son family  coming  from  England,  while  the 
Rudds  were  from  Scotland.  Both  families 
were  loyal  to  America  during  the  Revolution 
and  the  War  of  18 12,  and  were  represented 
at  the  battles  of  Lake  Champlain,  Plattsburg, 
Birmington  and  Perry's  victory  on  Lake 
Erie. 

N.  R.  Hutchinson  was  born  October  18, 
1 83 1,  in  Onandaga  County,  New  York,  but 
moved  to  Michigan  with  his  parents  when 
he  was  but  two  years  old,  and  here  he  spent 
his  boyhood  and  youth,  receiving  a  com- 
mon school  education.  In  1852,  upon  at- 
taining his  majority,  he  accepted  an  outfit  to 
seek  gold  in  California  in  preference  to  tak- 
ing a    four    years'  course  at  college,  and 


started  for  Eldorado  February  18.  He 
stopped  for  about  five  weeks  in  Marion 
County,  Iowa,  and  during  March  made  a 
week's  stay  at  Fort  Des  Moines,  waiting  for 
the  ice  to  pass  on  and  permit  the  ferryboat 
to  cross  the  river.  He  reached  the  first  min- 
ing town  in  California  May  8,  and  spent  the 
greater  part  of  the  next  two  years  mining  in 
Eldorado  County.  But  not  meeting  with  the 
good  fortune  which  he  had  hoped  might  be 
his,  he  returned  to  Michigan  in  September, 
1854.  After  farming  here  for  four  years, 
he  moved  to  Iowa,  settling  in  Calhoun 
County  April  7,  1858.  The  country  was 
wild  and  new  then,  there  being  scarcely  any 
improvements  in  the  county,  and  not  one 
postoflke.  The  principal  trade  in  the  county 
for  several  years  was  in  furs,  wild  animals 
being  very  numerous,  especially  wolves  and 
muskrats.  For  three  years  Mr.  Hutchinson 
farmed  here  with  varied  success,  and  in  Au- 
gust, 1 861,  enlisted  in  Company  H  of  the 
Tenth  Iowa  Regiment,  under  command  of 
Capt.  J.  Orr,  of  Greene  County.  On  the 
day  appointed  for  the  company  to  start  for 
Des  Moines,  he  reported  for  duty,  only  to 
learn  that  the  company  had  left  the  day  be- 
fore, having  received  special  orders  from 
headquarters.  All  available  teams  having 
been  taken  by  the  company,  Mr.  Hutchin- 
son started  immediately  for  Des  Moines  on 
foot,  having  no  intention  to  be  left  behind, 
and  reached  the  capital  just  in  time  to  board 
the  last  coach  load  of  soldiers,  on  their  way 
to  Iowa  City,  where  they  were  mustered  into 
service.  He  was  in  active  service  for  three 
years,  being  in  the  Siege  of  Vicksburg  and 
all  the  principal  battles  in  which  the  regi- 
ment was  engaged  until  the  time  of  his  dis- 
charge in  September,  1864,  at  Kingston, 
Georgia. 

Mr.  Hutchinson  has  voted  with  the  repub- 
lican party  ever  since  it  was  organized.  He 
has  filled  various  township  offices,  and  in 
1889  vvas  elected  county  auditor,  holding  the 
cffice  for  seven  years,  beginning  in  January, 
1890.  He  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  and 
of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  He  belongs  to  the  Baptist 
Church,  having  united  with  that  denomina- 
tion in  1850. 

Mr.  Hutchinson  was  married  September 
30,  1854,  to  Miss  Maria  Gregg,  of  Browns- 
ville, Michigan.     They  have  five  children, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PROGRESSIVE   MEN   OF   IOWA. 


267 


four  sons  and  a  daughter* :  H.  A.,  James  W., 
John  F.,  C.  O.  and  Fronia,  now  Mrs.  Oxen- 
ford. 


tIANNA,  George  W.,  of  Luverne,  is  one 
of  the  largest  land  holders  and  stock  raisers 
in  Iowa,  and  owns  the  entire  capital  stock  of 
the  Bank  of  Luverne.  He  is  the  son  of 
George  W.  Hanna,  a  native  of  White 
County,  Illinois,  born  in  1817,  who  was  the 
first  settler  in  Black  Hawk  County.  He 
came  with  his  family  from  Illinois  in  an  ox 
wagon,  reaching  Davenport,  then  but  a 
small  hamlet,  on  the  day  that  the  founder  of 
the  city  was  murdered.  He  crossed  the 
Cedar  River  at  the  point  where  Waterloo 
now  stands,  on  July  16,  1845.  He  entered 
the  land  which  is  now  the  site  of  West 
Waterloo,  and  helped  plat  that  city.  Mr. 
Hanna's  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Mary  Melrose,  was  born  in  1821  in  Ed- 
wards County,  Illinois.  She  was  the  first 
white  woman  to  set  foot  on  Black  Hawk 
County  soil,  and  bore  with  great  courage 
the  trials  and  privations  of  pioneer  life.  At 
the  time  of  the  big  Indian  scare  during  the 
early  fifties,  she  refused  to  leave  Waterloo, 
though  importuned  to  do  so,  declaring  that 
she  would  remain  and  cast  bullets  while  the 
men  stood  guard.  She  is  still  living,  and  is 
in  excellent  health. 

George  W.  Hanna,  Jr.,  was  born  June. 3, 
1850,  in  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  in  the 
same  log  cabin  where  the  first  religious 
meeting  in  the  county  was  held.  He  was 
one  of  seven  children,  all  of  whom  have 
since  occupied  responsible  positions,  the 
youngest,  Rev.  Philip  C,  having  been  United 
States  consul  to  Venezuela  under  Harri- 
son's administration,  and  appointed  by  Mc- 
Kinley  as  consul  to  Trinidad,  and  trans- 
ferred to  Puerto  Rico.  Mr.  Hanna's  early 
educational  advantages  were  somewhat 
limited,  owing  to  the  scarcity  and  primitive 
condition  of  western  schools  in  that  early 
day.  While  quite  young  he  removed  with 
his  parents  to  Wright  County,  where  his 
father  platted  and  attempted  to  boom  the 
town  of  Goldfield.  Here  young  Hanna  at- 
tended school  during  the  summer  of  i860, 
when  he  was  ten  years  old,  and  afterwards 
secured  a  few  months'  schooling  at  Fayette, 
Iowa.     Soon  after  the  breaking  out  of  the 


war  he  determined  to  be  a  soldier,  and 
though  but  twelve  years  old,  ran  away  to 
join  the  First  Iowa  Cavalry,of  which  his  old- 
est brother,  John,  was  a  member.  The  com- 
pany was  stationed  at  Jefferson,  Missouri; 
but  before  he  had  gotten  far  from  home, 
his  leg  was  broken  by  the  kick  of  a  horsQ, 
and  the  weeks  of  confinement  which  fol- 
lowed, .cooled  his  ardor  for  war. 

At  the  age  of  eighteen  Mr.  Hanna  was 
given  a  deed  by  his  father  to  eighty  acres  of 
land  near  Goldfield,  and  at  this  early  age, 
with  sixty-five  dollars  of  cash  capital  he  be- 
gan business.  He  passed  through  many  dis- 
appointments and  hardships,  but  in  the  main 
was  always  successful.  Through  judicious 
management  and  unceasing  labor  the  little 
investment  has  increased  to  tens  of  thou- 
sands of  dollars,  and  the  eighty  acre  farm 
has  grown  until  it  now  contains  more  than 
three  thousand  acres  of  Iowa's  choicest  land. 
Mr.  Hanna  platted  the  town  of  Luverne  in 
1880,  and  although  two  railway  companies 
each  laid  out  a  town  at  this  point,  Mr. 
Hanna  out-generaled  them. in  the  fight,  and 
they  both  vacated  their  plats. 

Mr.  Hanna  is  a  republican,  and  has  al- 
ways been  prominent  and  active  in  politics. 
He  was  a  delegate  to  the  national  conven- 
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tion  held  in  Chifcago  in  1888,  when  Harri- 
son was  nominated.  He  was  married  Sep- 
tember 27,  1876,  to  Ophelia  K.  Mcintosh, 
only  child  of  O.  C.  Mcintosh,  of  Goldfield. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hanna  have  four  children: 
Eugenia  E.,  born  in  1877;  Winfield  Scott, 
born  in  1887;  Genevia,  born  in  1882,  and 
Mary,  born  in  1897. 


HUGHES,  George  Edward,  is  a  prom- 
inent and  prosperous  merchant  of  Fonda. 
He  settled  in  Fonda  in  the  fall  of  1874,  and 


has  been  actively  engaged  in  business  there 
almost  continuously  since  that  date.  He  re- 
ceived but  a  common  school  education,  for 
his  father  was  a  farmer  in  very  moderate 
circumstances  and  the  opportunities  for  ob- 
taining an  education,  more  than. could  be 
secured  in  the  public  schools  involved  con- 
siderable expense  in  those  days.  He  re- 
ceived a  thorough  training  in  the  practical 
affairs  of  life,  however,  from  his  father,  who 
was  a  shrewd  man  in  business  matters,  so 
that  despite  his  early  disadvantages  he  has 
accumulated  much  of  this  world's  goods. 
As  an  illustration  of  his  keen  business  in- 
stinct the  following  story  is  told  of  him: 


When  but  a  mere  boy  he  managed,  by  doing 
odd  jobs,  to  get  a  hold  of  a  dollar.  Through 
the  succession  of  small  exchanges  he  finally 
got  hold  of  a  shotgun,  and  the  gun  he  soon 
traded  for  a  buggy.  It  was  not  long  until 
the  buggy  was  converted  into  two  calves, 
which  he  kept  until  they  were  three  years  old, 
when  he  traded  them  for  a  young  horse. 
Further  on  down  the  line  of  evolution  the 
horse  was  found  to  be  represented  by  num- 
berless other  animals,  farm  implements,  etc., 
until  the  whole  was  finally  disposed  of  for 
cash,  and  the  money  thus  obtained  was 
the  nucleus  of  the  comfortable  fortune 
now  possessed  by  Mr.  Hughes;  in  fact,  his 
trades  and  speculations  always  resulted  in 
good  profit  to  him,  and  his  accumulating 
wealth  is  really  the  outcome  of  his  shrewd- 
ness in  making  exchanges. 

Mr.  Hughes  was  married  to  Miss  Anna 
Gadmera,  a  German  girl  resident  of  Fonda. 
Immediately  following  his  marriage  he  em- 
barked in  the  mercantile  business  on  a  small 
capital.  Mrs.  Hughes  personally  assumed 
entire  management  of  the  store,  and  it  soon 
developed  that  she  had  phenomenal  business 
ability.  Mr.  Hughes  never  refers  to  his  wife 
without  betraying  a  gleam  of  pride  in  his 
eyes  and  he  is  sure  to  proudly  proclaim  that 
his  success  is  entirely  due  to  her  counsel  and 
executive  ability.  In  1888  he  accumulated 
enough  capital  to  invest  in  some  land,  on 
which  there  was  a  mortgage.  But  it  was 
not  long  until  the  mortgage  was  removed 
and  until  Mr.  Hughes  was  loaning  money  in 
connection  with  his  mercantile  business.  In 
January,  1893,  he  sold  his  building  and  stock 
and  erected  a  comfortable  residence,  think- 
ing that  he  would  retire  from  active  business 
and  simply  look  after  his  land  and  make 
leans.  But  he  remained  out  of  business  only 
one  year,  and  in  January,  1894,  he  again  put 
in  a  general  stock,  and  soon  the  business 
grew  to  such  proportions  that  he  took  into 
partnership  with  him  Mr.  J.  P.  Steinfort. 

Mr.  Hughes  is  probably  better  known  as 
an  expert  shot  than  any  other  man  in  Iowa. 
He  started  in  at  shooting  just  as  he  did  in 
business — to  win — and  he  did,  having  at  dif- 
ferent times  won  all  the  various  trophies  and 
individual  medals  in  the  state.  He  is  a  familiar 
figure  at  all  the  important  shooting  tourna- 
ments, but  since  1893  he  has  practically  re- 
tired from  active  shooting  at  the  trap. 
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The  family  of  Mr.  Hughes  consists  of 
himself,  wife  and  daughter,  Madge.  Two  of 
their  children,  Maude  and  Bertha,  are  dead. 
Bertha  died  in  infancy,  and  Maude  in  her 
twentieth  year.  She  was  a  beautiful  young 
woman  and  her  death  was  a  severe  blow  to 
the  devoted  parents. 


HANNA,  Dr.  John  Walker,  of  Win- 
field,  has  sucessfully  practiced  medicine  since 
1873.  His  father,  Thomas  Hanna,  a 
wealthy  retired  farmer,  died  in  Connellsville, 


Pennsylvania,  aged  seventy-nine  years.  He 
held  many  positions  of  trust  and  was  for 
forty  years  an  elder  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  The  Doctor's  mother,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Jane  Cooper,  died  at  the 
age  of  thirty.  Dr.  Hanna  was  born  Septem- 
ber 23,  1846,  in  Prosperity,  Washington 
County,  Pennsylvania.  His  ancestors  on  both 
sides  were  church  and  temperance  enthusi- 
asts. He  received  a  good  elementary  educa- 
tion, and  in  1869  came  west  and  entered  the 
medical  department  of  the  State  University 
of  Iowa.  He  was  graduated  from  this  in- 
stitution in  1873,  an^  took  several  courses  of 
post-graduate  work  in  St.  Louis  and  Chi- 


cago. He  was  in  charge  of  St.  Louis  har- 
bor during  the  great  epidemic  of  yellow 
fever  in  1878.  He  located  in  Winfield,  Iowa, 
in  September,  1879,  anc*  that  has  been  his 
residence  ever  since.  He  has  been  eminently 
successful  in  his  profession  and  his  practice 
extends  over  a  territory  many  miles  in  ex 
tent.  On  the  1st  of  May,  1899,  he  formed 
a  partnership  with  Dr.  C.  W.  Gardner,  the 
firm  name  being  Hanna  &  Gardner. 

Dr.  Hanna  has  always  been  a  democrat, 
and  has  been  elected  mayor  of  his  town.  He 
was  the  democratic  nominee  for  the  Legisla- 
ture and  has  served  on  the  board  of  pension 
surgeons.  He  belongs  to  the  Masonic  orders, 
including  membership  in  the  Chapter,  Com- 
mandery  and  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  now 
president  of  the  Eastern  Iowa  Medical  So- 
ciety, and  a  member  of  the  American  Med- 
ical Society,  the  National  Association  of 
Railway  Surgeons,  the  Iowa  State  Medical 
Society  and  the  Des  Moines  Valley  Medical 
Society.  For  fifteen  years  he  has  been  sur- 
geon of  the  Burlington  &  Western  and  Bur- 
lington &  Northwestern  Railways.  He  at- 
tends the  Presbyterian  Church.  The  Doctor 
was  married  October  26,  1882,  to  Miss  Car- 
rie E.  Duncan,  of  Council  Bluffs.  They  have 
two  children:  John  Thomas,  born  August 
31,  1890,  and  Walker  Duncan,  born  August 
26,  1892.  The  family  is  pleasantly  situated 
in  a  comfortable  home. 


HAYDEN,  Arthur  Sumner,  M.  D.,  is  a 
young  physician  of  Wall  Lake,  who  has  risen 
to  his  present  enviable  position  through  his 
own  efforts,  by  keeping  his  purpose  in  life 
constantly  before  him  and  sticking  to  it.  He 
is  a  disciple  of  the  Homeopathic  school  and 
13  making  a  success  of  his  profession.  His 
father,  Rufus  Hayden,  was  a  native  of  Ver- 
mont, where  he  received  a  classical  education 
and  was  ordained  a  minister  of  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  in  1843.  He  removed 
to  Illinois  in  1857  and  to  Sac  Couuty,  Iowa, 
in  1873.  In  1842  he  married  Lucia  Muncill, 
a  Vermont  schoolma'am,  and  to  them  were 
born  eight  children,  of  whom  the  Doctor  is 
the  youngest  son. 

Arthur  S.  Hayden  was  born  at  Blackberry 
Station,  now  Maple  Park,  Illinois,  March  12, 
1862.     Following  the  usual  time  in  the  dis- 
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trict  school,  he  entered  the  graded  school  at 
Sac  City,  and  in  1881  he  attended  the  North- 
ern Indiana  Normal  School  at  Valparaiso, 
Indiana,  but  wasi  forced  to  leave  on  account 
of  illness.  He  attended  the  Shenandoah 
Normal  School  for  one  year.  He  followed 
school  teaching  as  a  profession  several 
years.  He  then  commenced  his  medical  ed- 
ucation in  the  homeopathic  department  of 
the  State  University  of  Iowa.  He  gradu- 
ated March  12,  1896,  having  been  compelled 
to  spend  four  years  in  securing  his  diploma, 
because  he  was  obliged  to  teach  a  term  of 
school  occasionally  in  order  to  provide  him- 
self with  funds  with  which  to  continue  his 
medical  studies.  After  graduation,  he  re- 
turned to  Wall  Lake  to  resume  the  practice 
of  his  profession,  which  he  had  been  per- 
mitted to  begin  a  year  previous,  by  passing 
the  examination  before  the  State  Board  of 
Medical  Examiners.  He  was  principal  of 
the  Wall  Lake  schools  in  1883  and  again  in 
J  887-88,  and  of  the  Lake  View  schools  in 
1891-92.  The  Doctor  is  a  republican  in  pol- 
itics, but  his  tl'me  is  devoted  almost  ex- 
clusively to  the  duties  of  his  profession,  con- 
seouently  he  is  not  a  partisan,  nor  an  active 
politician.  He  is  not  a  member  of  secret 
societies,  nor  soc'al  clubs,  preferring  to  give 
whatever  of  his  time  that  can  be  spared  from 


professional  work  to  the  enjoyment  of  the 
society  of  his  family.  He  was  married  Oc- 
tober 16,  1887,  to  Miss  Ethel  Baker,  who 
was  a  successful  teacher  in  the  district  and 
graded  schools  of  Sac  County  for  several 
years.  She  is  an  officer  of  the  Epworth 
League  and  an  active  worker  in  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church  and  its  numerous 
societies.  They  have  two  children:  Beulah 
and  Harold  B. 


HORNE,  Dr.  William,  of  Mt.  Ayr.  A 
physician  Who  has  followed  the  practice  of 
his  profession  for  almost  thirty  years  in  one 
place  in  enlightened  Iowa,  must  deserve  to  be 
called  progressive ;  for  those  who  do  not  keep 
abreast  of  the  times  by  special  courses  and 
extended  reading  usually  find  it  imperative 
that  they  change  their  base  of  operations 
frequently.  Dr.  William  Home  located  in 
Mt.  Ayr  on  the  3d  day  of  February,  1869, 
three  years  after  his  graduation,  and  his 
shingle  still  swings  in  the  breeze  at  the  same 
old  stand.  Through  all  the  long  years  that 
have  intervened,  he  has  labored  by  day  and 
by  night  for  the  alleviation  of  the  sufferings 
of  humanity,  and  many  there  are  to  testify  to 
his  skill  and  knowledge  of  the  science,  than 
which  there  is  none  more  blessed.  He  was 
born  in  Switzerland  County,  Indiana,  De- 
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cember  30,  1843.  His  father  was  a  native 
of  Scotland,  and  his  mother  was  of  Scotch 
descent,  although  born  in  Indiana.  He  re- 
ceived the  usual  elementary  education  in  the 
district  schools  of  his  native  state,  and  he 
graduated  from  Chicago  Medical  College 
March  1,  1866.  He  attended  the  institution 
named  during  the  winters  of  1864-65  and 
1865-66.  This  was  supplemented  by  a  prac- 
titioner's course  in  1882.  He  has  not  made 
a  specialty  of  any  one  branch  of  the  profes- 
sion, but  through  deep  research  and  long  ex- 
perience has  fitted  himself  for  the  emergen- 
cies and  many  requirements  of  a  general 
country  practice. 

He  takes  great  interest  in  all  organiza- 
tions for  the  promotion  and  betterment  of 
his  chosen  profession,  and  is  active  in  the 
work  of  Iowa  societies  of  that  character. 
Among  the  many  associations  of  which  he  is 
a  member  may  be  mentioned  the  South 
western  Iowa  Medical  Society,  Iowa  State 
Medical  Society,  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion and  the  National  Association  of  Rail- 
way Surgeons.  He  affiliates  with  the  repub- 
lican party.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Mary 
Law  December  14,  1869.  They  have  three 
children :  Mrs.  Minnie  Horne-Sheldon,  J.  O. 
Home  and  Charles  L.  Home. 


a  struggle  against  poverty  for  many  years, 
he  removed  to  New  York.  This  was  in  the 
early  thirties,  and  it  was  there  James  Henry 
Hutchins  was  born  on  January  10,  1845.  ^n 
August  of  that  year  they  came  to  Rockford, 
Illinois,  where  they  located  upon  a  farm. 
The  country  was  new  then,  very  new,  and 
wild  deer  frequently  passed  in  sight  of  the 
dwelling  and  within  easy  rifle  shot.  Scarcely 
had  the  family  become  settled  in  their  new 
home  when  the  mother  was  taken  from  them 
by  death. 

As  early  as    1845    the  Methodists  had 
completed  arrangements  to  build  the  Rock 
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HUTCHINS,  Dr.  James  Henry,  of 
Hampton.  The  early  history  of  the  Hutch- 
ins family,  if  it  could  be  recounted  here, 
would  prove  interesting  reading.  Mr.  John 
S  Hutchins,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  editor  of  a  Tory  newspaper  in 
Boston  when  the  revolution  of  the  colonists 
occurred.  Following  the  opening  of  hostil- 
ities he  found  it  convenient  to  go  to  Canada, 
and,  as  there  was  no  question  about  the  ex- 
pediency of  the  move,  he  lost  no  time  in  seek- 
ing there  the  political  environments  more 
suited  to  his  taste.  About  the  beginning  of 
this  century  he  returned  to  Boston  for  the 
hdy  to  whom  he  was  engaged  and  who,  by 
the  way,  was  an  aunt  of  Bishop  Osmond 
Baker,  whose  well-known  piety  and  wisdom 
had  much  to  do  in  moulding  and  organizing 
the  forces  of  early  Methodism  in  this  coun- 
try. 

The  father  of  Mr.  Hutchins  was  born  at 
LaSchute,  P.  Q.,  where  he  resided  until  his 
marriage,  when  he  embarked  in  the  lumber- 
ing business  and  lost  every  dollar  of  a  fair 
fortune  inherited  from  his  mother.     After 


River  Seminary  at  Mt.  Morris,  and,  as  its 
standstone  walls  arose,  enthusiasm  was 
created  for  an  education  in  the  minds  of 
many  of  the  youth  in  its  vicinity.  Mr. 
Hutchins*  first  impulse  to  obtain  an  educa- 
tion that  should  be  more  thorough  than  that 
which  the  common  schools  afforded,  came 
with  his  first  view  of  the  glistening  dome  of 
that  seminary  some  eighteen  miles  away,  and 
that  impulse  was  eventually  gratified,  al- 
though not  without  great  sacrifice  and  de- 
privation. During  the  time  he  was  attending 
college  the  Civil  War  broke  out,  and  in  May, 
1864,  he  enlisted  in  Company  B,  One  Hun- 
dred  and   Forty-second   Illinois  Volunteer 

Infantry.    His  regiment  was  at  once  sent  Jo  ] 
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the  far  south,  and  the  change  of  climate  and 
exposure  incident  to  army  life  proved  too 
much  for  him,  and  he  was  soon  reduced  to  a 
mere  skeleton  of  his  former  self.  He  was 
finally  sent  north  and  discharged  from  the 
Marine  Hospital  at  Chicago. 

Mr.  Hutchins  entered  Rush  Medical  Col- 
lege in  1867,  and  graduated  therefrom  in 
1871.  After  ten  years  of  active  professional 
work  he  again  took  a  full  college  year  at 
the  University  Medical  College  of  New 
York  City,  from  which  he  graduated  in 
1881.  He  came  to  Iowa  in  1873  anc*  located 
at  Hampton,  where  he  has  ever  since  been 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine  and  sur- 
fery.  Speculations  in  land  have  yielded  a 
1  .tndsome  sum  to  the  Doctor,  while  the  re- 
munerative drug  business,  in  which  he  was 
engaged  for  some  ten  years,  added  to  his 
income.  Several  extended  trips  through 
the  United  States  have  been  indulged  in. 
In  1895  he  paid  a  visit  to  Europe  for  the 
purpose  of  further  learning  along  profes- 
sional lines,  as  well  as  the  advantages  of 
travel.  Two  months  were  spent  in  the  hos- 
pitals of  London  and  a  course  taken  under 
the  famous  Guessero  of  Berlin.  These  were 
followed  by  an  extended  tour  through 
France,  Germany,  Italy,  Greece,  Egypt, 
Syria  and  Turkey. 

The  Doctor  is  a  republican.  He  served 
twenty  years  as  United  States  pension  ex- 
amining surgeon,  and  has  held  several 
minor  positions.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  has  advanced 
to  Knighthood  and  the  Mystic  Shrine  in 
the  Masonic  order.  He  was  married  Feb- 
ruary 15,  1871,  to  Celesta  O.  Funk.  They 
*  nve  one  daughter,  lone  C.f  who  is  now  the 
wife  of  Mr.  Herbert  E.  Boehmler.      * 


HALLBERG,  Alfred,  of  Essex.  Iowa 
has  no  better  class  of  citizens  than  those  of 
Scandinavian  blood.  Sturdy,  industrious, 
honest  and  reliable;  bringing  with  them, 
from  those  far  northern  countries  that 
strength  of  arm,  and  force  of  character, 
which  best  fit  them  for  making  homes  in  a 
new  country,  they  have  colonized  parts  of 
our  fair  state,  making  the  prairies  to  blos- 
som like  a  rose.  We  are  almost  sure  to 
find  them  on  the  right  side,  in  matters  of 
education,  politics,  and  religion,  and  ap- 
preciative, to  the  utmost,  of  the  advantages 


and  privileges  of  the  free  government  un- 
der which  they  have  chosen  to  live. 

An  excellent  example  of  the  truth  of  this 
statement,  is  Mr.  Alfred  Hallberg,  of  Es- 
sex, Page  County.  Settled  in  and  about 
Essex,  is  quite  a  large  Swedish  population, 
and,  among  them  all,  Mr.  Hallberg  is  looked 
upon  with  universal  respect  and  affection. 
He  is  one  of  the  most  honorable  and  intel- 
ligent citizens  of  Essex,  and  is  a  leader  and 
adviser  among  his  people  in  that  vicinity. 
A  prominent  member  of  the  Swedish 
Lutheran  Church,  he  was  a  member  of  the 
building  committee  when  their  large  church 


was  built  in  1892,  and  has  been  a  member 
of  the  church  board  of  trustees  and  church 
treasurer  since  1885. 

Mr.  Hallberg  has  always  been  a  staunch 
republican,  and  in  every  possible  way  a  very 
public  spirited  man,  giving  freely  of  his 
time  and. means  to  advance  the  interests  of 
the  town  and  its  schools  and  churches.  He 
has  served  the  town  as  councilman  for 
twelve  years,  and  as  a  member  of  the  school 
board  for  eight  years,  and  in  both  capacities 
has  held  the  entire  respect  and  confidence 
of  his  fellow-townsmen. 

He  was  born  in  Adelof  Socken,  SwedeA, 
March  6.  1841,  the  son  of  a  farmer,  An- 
drew   Anderson,    who    is    still    living    in 
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Adelof,  Sweden,  and  Anna  Pearson,  who 
died  in  1873.  His  education  was  limited 
to  three  years  in  a  country  school,  after 
which  he  was  put  to  work  upon  a  farm,  and 
did  not  find  it  possible  to  thereafter  con- 
tinue his  studies. 

He  worked  for  his  father  on  the  home 
farm  of  220  .acres  until  he  reached  the  age 
of  twenty-seven  years,  when,  concluding 
that  America  afforded  larger  opportunities 
for  an  ambitious  young  man,  he  came  to 
this  country  in  1868,  and  settled  first  at  New 
Windsor,  Mercer  County,  Illinois.  He 
found  work  at  once  upon  the  farm  of 
Charles  Swanson,  with  whom  he  remained 
eight  months.  At  the  end  of  this  time  he 
entered  the  employ  of  Stephens  &  Gibson, 
who  kept  a  general  store  at  New  Windsor. 
He  worked  as  a  clerk  in  their  store  for  eight 
years,  was  then  taken  into  partnership  by 
them  and  remained  with  them  five  years 
ionger. 

It  was  during  this  time  that  he  was  mar- 
ried, on  the  1 8th  day  of  April,  1874,  to 
Miss  Leda  C.  Falk.  They  have  two  chil- 
dren, Amy,  aged  15,  and  Nina,  now  13  years 
of  age. 

Inv  1883  Mr.  Hallberg  removed  to  Es- 
sex, Iowa,  and  formed  a  partnership  in  a 
general  merchandise  business  with  Levin 
Anderson  and  P.  Pearson.  Mr.  Pearson 
afterwards  sold  his  interest  to  Emil  Hagg- 
htng,  and  in  1895  Mr.  Anderson  died.  His 
widow,  Mrs.  Ida  Anderson,  still  retains  his 
interest  in  the  firm,  which  is  now  Hall- 
berg, Hagglung  &  Anderson. 

The  Oxford  Masonic  Lodge,  No.  367, 
New  Windsor,  Illinois,  claims  Mr.  Hall- 
berg as  a  member. 


HELSELL,  Rev.  Jesse,  is  a  son  of  Cap- 
tain John  Helsell,  a  well-known  farmer  of 
York  County,  Pennsylvania.  He  was  gen- 
erally known  as  Captain  Helsell,  as  he  was 
a  captain  of  the  militia,  which  included  all 
the  able-bodied  men  of  the  state  between 
the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five,  and  who 
were  required  to  enroll  and  train  under  reg- 
ular officers.  His  mother's  maiden  name 
was  Miss  Mary  Lou.  Jesse  was  born  on 
the  farm  in  York  County  December  31, 
181 3.  There  were  no  public  schools  in 
Pennsylvania  at  that  early  day  and  Jesse 
had  a  poor  chance  to  get  a  good  education. 


He  was  sent  to  such  schools  as  the  neigh- 
borhood afforded  a  few  months  in  the  year, 
and  as  soon  as  he  became  old  enough  to 
help  on  the  farm  he  could  only  be  spared 
to  go  to  school  in  the  winter  months.  When 
he  grew  to  manhood  he  had  permission 
from  his  father  to  start  out  for  himself. 
He  went  to  Ohio  and  stopped  with  an  uncle, 
finding  work>  in  the  summer  at  good  wages, 
doing  chores  in  the  winter  for  his  board, 
and  attending  school.  He  managed  in  this 
way  to  get  education  enough  to  teach  a 
winter  school,  working  as  a  farm  hand 
summers.     Teaching  inspired  him  to  try  to 


been  a  student  in  the  college.  They  went 
to  Millersburg,  the  county  seat  of  Holmes 
County,  Ohio,  where  there  was  a  Lutheran 
Church  without  a  minister,  and  as  Mr.  Hel- 
sell had  been  ordained  as  a  minister  in  that 
get  a  better  education.  He  went  to  Ober- 
lin,  took  a  preparatory  course  and  was  then 
admitted  to  the  freshman  class,  and  re- 
mained in  the  college  until  1846,  when  he 
graduated.  He  was  one  of  the  students 
chosen  to  deliver  an  oration  on  Commence- 
ment Day.  He  determined  to  prepare  for 
the  ministry,  and  took  a  course  in  the  The- 
ological department  to  qualify  himself  for 
that  profession.  Soon  after  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Eliza  A.  Smith,  who  had 
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denomination,  he  there  began  to  preach. 
The  church  building  had  been  sold  for  debt, 
and  Mr  .Helsell  purchased  it,  raising  the 
money  among  the  people  to  pay  for  it,  and 
began  to  hold  regular  services  in  it.  He 
remained  there  ten  years,  making  many 
warm  friends.  He  was  a  strong  anti-slav- 
ery man,  and  his  outspoken  denunciation 
of  the  institution  made  enemies"  among  the 
politicians.  He  was  always  an  advocate  of 
a  prohibitory  liquor  law,  and  at  a  mass  con- 
vention of  temperance  men,  was  placed  in 
nomination  for  State  Senator.  It  was  a 
strong  democratic  district,  and  Mr.  Hel- 
sell was,  of  course,  defeated,  but  reduced 
the  usual  majority  of  from  1,500  to  1,000 
to  less  than  500. 

Three  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Helsell  while  living  in  Ohio,  one  of 
whom  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen  months. 
They  were  anxious  to  find  better  facilities 
for  educating  their  boys,  and  with  this  pur- 
pose in  view  they  went  "to  Iowa  and  pur- 
chased 200  acres  of  prairie  land.  They 
moved  to  Iowa  City,  and  there,  finding  a 
church  without  a  minister,  Mr.  Helsell  sup- 
plied the  pulpit  there  and  at  other  places  in 
the  vicinity.  Times  being  hard  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  war,  they  moved  onto  the 
farm,  but  Mr.  Helsell  continued  to  preach 
to  congregations  at  Lisbon  and  Oxford 
Junction,  running  the  farm  by  the  assistance 
of  hired  men.  Some  years  later  they  moved 
to  Clarence,  where  Mr.  Helsell  helped  to 
complete  a  church  building,  in  which  he 
preached  regularly.  His  two  sons  entered 
college,  one  at  Ames,  and  the  other  at 
Carthage,  Illinois,  where  they  graduated 
with  honor  and  chose  the  law  for  their  pro- 
fession, in  which  they  are  meeting  with  very 
fair  success.  The  younger  son,  F.  H.  Hel- 
sell, was  elected  Judge  of  the  Fourteenth 
Judicial  District  by  the  republican  party  in 
1898. 

In  1878  the  family  moved  to  Sac  County, 
where  Mr.  Helsell  purchased  a  half  section 
of  land  and  began  to  improve  it.  He  built 
a  residence  in  Odebolt  and,  on  account  of 
bronchial  troubles,  retired  from  active  min- 
istry. He  was  elected  mayor  of  the  town 
and  served  one  term. 

During  his  ministerial  life  Mr.  Helsell 
represented  the  synod  several  times  as  a  del- 
egate to  the  general  synod  of  the  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church  of  the  United  States.  He 


has  also  served  as  president,  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  synod  at  various  times.  He 
also  served  on  the  board  of  directors  of 
Wittenberg  College  at  Springfield,  Ohio, 
and  also  of  Carthage  College  in  Illinois. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Helsell  are  now  spending 
their  declining  years  at  Odebolt,  occupying 
the  residence  designed  for  that  purpose. 

HERMANN,  Dr.  John,  a  successful 
physician  in  Sioux  City,  is  a  native  Hawk- 
eye,  born  in  Dubuque,  June  9,  i860,  of  Ger- 
man parentage.  His  father's  name  was 
Philip  Hermann,  and  his  mother's  maiden 
name  was  Anna  K.  Launspach.  He  received 
an  excellent  common  school  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Dubuque,  after  which 
he  took  a  four  years'  scientific  course.  In 
1884  he  began  the  study  of  medicine,  and 
completed  a  very  thorough  course  in  the 
Chicago  Homeopathic  Medical  College  in 
I  ebruary,  1889.  He  arrived  in  Sioux  City 
\farch  19,  1889,  and  has  succeeded  in  build- 


ing up  a  good  reputation  and  a  large  and 
lucrative  practice  in  medicine  and  surgery. 
He  was  married  to  Ella  C.  Sheldon,  of  Sioux 
City,  February  16,  1897.  The  Doctor  be- 
longs to  a  number  of  state  and  national 
medical  societies  and  to  many  of  the  fra- 
ternal societies.  Digitized  byGoOgk 


PROGRESSIVE    MEN    OF    IOWA. 


275 


HARTSHORN,  Elden  John,  of  Em- 
metsburg,  is  one  of  the  best  known  among 
the  leading  republicans  of  the  state,  as  he 
has  constantly  been  engaged  in  the  service 
of  his  party  in  prominent  positions  since  he 
came  to  the  state  in  1870,  and  is  now  hold- 
ing an  important  position  in  the  Interior  De- 
partment at  Washington.  He  is  of  New 
England  ancestry,  born  in  Lunenburg,  Ver- 
mont, June  16,  1842.  His  parents  were 
John  Willard  Hartshorn  and  Anna  G. 
Smith-Hartshorn.  His  father  was  a  suc- 
cessful farmer  and  business  man,  who  held 
many  positions  of  honor  and  trust,  includ- 


ing that  of  justice  of  the  peace  for  forty 
years,  judge  of  the  probate  court,  and  mem- 
ber of  both  branches  of  the  Vermont  Legis- 
lature. He  died  in  1895  at  the  age  of 
eighty.  His  wife  was  a  woman  of  great 
strength  of  character  and  a  devoted  Chris- 
tian mother.  They  both  came  of  old  New 
England  stock,  and  their  ancestors  were 
among  the  earlier  settlers  in  this  country. 
Young  Elden  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  and  in  the  famous  St.  Johnsbury 
Academy,  where  he  was  fitted  for  college, 
graduating  in  the  spring  of  1862.  He  per- 
sisted in  his  efforts  to  enlist  in  the  Union 
army,  though  not  a  very  strong  boy,  and  in 
August,  1862,  was  mustered  in  as  orderly 


sergeant  of  Company  E,  Fifteenth  Vermont 
Volunteers,  Col.  Redfield  Proctor  command- 
ing. To  do  this,  he  refused  his  father's  offer 
of  the  200-acre  home  farm  if  he  would  stay  . 
out  of  the  army,  but  in  this  he  said  his  duty 
was  to  his  country  first.  He  was  soon  pro- 
moted to  be  second  lieutenant,  and  in  Jan- 
uary, 1863,  was  offered  a  West  Point  cadet- 
ship  by  Portus  Baxter,  his  home  congress- 
man, but  refused  to  leave  the  service.  He 
remained  in  the  service  and  took  an  active 
part  in  the  Gettysburg  campaign.  In  April, 
1864,  he  was  made  captain  of  Company  G, 
Seventeenth  Vermont  Volunteers,  a  veteran 
regiment  then  being  raised,  which  joined 
iiiirnside's  Ninth  Army  Corps  under  Grant 
and  entered  upon  the  great  campaign  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  beginning  with  the 
battle  of  the  Wilderness,  May  5  and  6,  1864, 
and  ending  with  the  surrender  of  General 
lee,  April  9,  1865,  at  Appomattox  Court 
House.  Captain  Hartshorn's  regiment  took 
part  in  the  battles  of  the  Wilderness, 
Spottsylvania,  Tolopotamy  Creek,  North 
Anna  River,  Bethesda  Church,  Cold  Harbor, 
Petersburg,  including  the  battle  of  the  mine, 
numerous  other  skirmishes,  etc.,  including 
the  fall  of  Richmond  and  Petersburg  and 
the  surrender  of  Lee.  The  regiment  several 
times  came  out  of  the  battle  with  less  than 
one  hundred  men  ready  for  duty.  It  lost 
during  the  last  year  of  the  war  nearly  two- 
thirds  of  the  membership,  and  is  classed  in 
Fox's  "History  of  Regimental  Losses"  dur- 
ing the  war  among  the  first  300  which  he 
called  the  fighting  regiments.  At  the  close 
of  the  war,  in  1865,  Captain  Hartshorn 
studied  law  for  three  years  in  the  office  of 
Proctor  &  Veazey  in  Rutland,  Vermont,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1869,  coming 
west  in  the  spring  of  1870  to  Emmetsburg, 
then  a  small  village  of  a  dozen  houses,  get- 
ting its  weekly  mail  from  Fort  Dodge,  the 
nearest  railroad  station.  Being  advised  by 
physicians  that  on  account  of  his  health, 
which  had  been  injured  by  army  exposure, 
he  must  give  up  sedentary  employment,  Cap- 
tain Hartshorn  went  into  the  real  estate  bus- 
iness, then  offering  fine  inducements  in  a 
new  country,  and  in  this  he  was  very  suc- 
cessful. He  was  agent  for  the  Chicago, 
Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  for  the  sale 
of  its  land  in  three  counties  and  represented 
many  non-resident  owners  of  land. 

Captain   Hartshorn   has  been   much   the 
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same  kind  of  a  fighter  for  his  party  that  he 
was  for  his  country.  Thoroughly  devoted 
to  the  principles  of  the  party,  he  has  always 
been  ready  to  labor  for  its  success.  He  has 
held  many  official  positions,  usually  coming 
to  him  unsought.  The  county  he  lived  in 
was  always  close,  and  usually  democratic. 
By  reason  of  his  strength  before  the  people 
he  was  often  made  a  candidate  against  his 
wishes  and  was  invariably  elected,  with  one 
exception,  when  he  was  defeated  by  four 
votes.  He  served  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives two  years  and  in  the  Senate  eight 
years ;  was  county  treasurer  two  terms ;  also 
county  clerk  two  terms,  and  commissioner 
and  trustee  of  Clarinda  Hospital  for  Insane. 
He  was  elected  to  the  lower  house  in  1873, 
representing  the  counties  of  Buena  Vista, 
Emmett,  Pocahontas  and  Palto  Alto,  receiv- 
ing every  vote  cast  in  the  district  for  that 
office.  He  took  an  active  and  leading  part 
in  the  long  struggle  which  resulted  in  the 
election  of  John  H.  Gear  as  speaker.  Dur- 
ing the  session  he  was  a  member  of  some 
of  the  most  important  committees  and  at- 
tracted such  favorable  attention  to  himself 
that  he  was  elected  to  the  Senate  and  held 
that  office  two  terms,  becoming  one  of  the 
most  influential  members  of  that  body. 

Captain  Hartshorn  has  been  twice  mar- 
ried, first  in  1872  to  Mary  A.  Eastman  of 
Montpelier,  Vermont,  daughter  of  Charles 
G.  Eastman,  the  poet.  Four  children  were 
born  to  them :  Susan  Powers,  Charles  East- 
man, Anna  Elizabeth  and  John  Edward. 
The  latter,  born  in  1878,  is  the  only  son  liv- 
ing; the  others  died  under  the  age  of  13 
years.  Mrs.  Hartshorn  died  suddenly  De- 
cember 26,  1885,  from  apoplexy.  Captain 
Hartshorn  was  again  married  in  1888  to 
Eliza  P.  Bennett  of  Lima,  New  York, 
daughter  of  Dr.  George  H.  Bennett.  Her 
family,  on  both  her  father's  and  mother's 
side,  were  early  settlers  of  New  York  and 
New  England.  Three  sons  have  been  born 
to  them :  Elden  Bennett,  born  July  30.  1889; 
George  Ernest,  born  September  3,  1892,  and 
Hosmer  Pierson,  born  November  8,  1896. 
They  have  a  fine  large  home  in  Emmets- 
burg,  one  of  the  finest  in  northwestern  Iowa. 
When  it  was  first  built  it  was  on  the  open 
prairie,  but  the  city  has  grown  up  arount  it. 
Captain  Hartshorn  is  a  member  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  and  the  Loyal  Legion. 


He  has  been  Post  Commander  three  times- 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  in  which  he  was  brought  up. 


HERRIMAN,  J.  B.,  Secretary  of  the 
Iowa  Mutual  Tornado,  Cyclone  and  Wind- 
storm Insurance  Association,  was  born  in 
Noble  County,  Indiana,  June  5.  1849.  His 
lather,  David  B.  Herriman,  was  one  of  the 
early  pioneers  of  the  Hoosier  state,  having 
removed  there  from  New  Jersey  in  1835.  He 
served  sixteen  years  in  the  Indiana  Legisla- 
ture, and  was  influential  in  the  enactment  of 


i.iany  of  the  laws  that  were  so  helpful  to  the 
infant  state.  In  1852  he  was  appointed 
agent  for  the  Chippewa  Indians;  with  head- 
quarters at  Fort  Ripley,  serving  in  that  ca- 
pacity for  four  years.  I^ater  he  became  a 
large  land  owner,  holding  at  one  time  the 
present  site  of  Minnehaha  Falls,  near  Min- 
neapolis. He  had  an  intimate  acquaintance 
with  many  of  the  great  men  of  his  day,  par- 
ticularly Senator  Jesse  D.  Bright,  from 
whom  the  subject  of  this  sketch  takes  his 
name.  The  mother,  Mary  Ann  Judy-Herri- 
man,  like  many  another  noble  woman  of  her 
clay,  made  but  little  history  for  herself,  ex- 
cept as  her  Christian  life  shed  its  radiance 
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on  those  about  her.  She  was  a  generous- 
hearted,  lovable  woman  who  never  was 
known  to  speak  a  harsh  work  of  any  one. 

J.  B.  Herriman  came  to  Iowa  in  1861 
from  Indiana,  where  he  had  previously  lived 
with  his  grandmother,  because  of  the  death 
of  his  mother  many  years  before.  Aside 
from  the  common  schools,  he  attended  the 
Upper  Iowa  University,  from  which  insti- 
tution was  obtained  most  of  his  education. 
His  time,  when  not  in  school,  was  spent 
upon  the  farm  until  1892,  when  he  removed 
to  Des  Moines.  Being  of  an  active  tempera- 
ment, he  was  not  content  to  confine  his  work 
to  the  farm  exclusively,  but  took  part  in 
many  enterprises  that  were  for  the  public 
j^ood.  His  most  noteworthy  work  was  the 
promotion  of  mutual  insurance  companies, 
in  which  he  distinguished  himself.  In  1878 
he  was  elected  a  director  in  the  Fayette 
County  Mutual  Insurance  Association,  and 
later  was  made  secretary  of  the  same  or- 
ganization, and  under  his  management  the 
business  of  the  concern  increased  from 
$350,000  to  nearly  $2,000,000  in  ten  years. 
In  1883  he  conceived  the  idea  of  organiz- 
ing a  Mutual  Tornado  Association  and  called 
n  meeting  for  that  purpose  at  West  Union. 
The  association  was  organized  December  5, 
but  was  not  ready  for  business  until  May  of 
the  following  year.  Its  success  has  been 
marvelous,  and  it  is  no  doubt  now  doing  a 
larger  business  than  any  other  organization 
of  its  kind  in  the  United  States.  It  has  $47,- 
000,000  in  risks,  and  has  assessed  its  mem- 
bers only  one-half  of  one  per  cent,  in  thir- 
teen years.  This  immense  amount  of  busi- 
ness will  be  the  more  appreciated  when  it  is 
understood  that  its  operations  are  confined 
to  Iowa  alone.  Mr.  Herriman,  besides 
founding  the  organization  named,  has  as- 
sisted in  the  founding  of  the  Iowa  Mutual 
Dwelling  House  Insurance  Association  and 
the  Farmers'  Mutual  Hail  Association,  both 
of  which  have  been  very  successful,  and 
many  state  and  county  mutual  associations  in 
this  and  other  states.  He  has  not  only  the 
full  confidence  of  all  the  mutual  men  in 
Iowa,  but  the  respect  of  the  people  in  the 
communities  where  he  has  ever  lived. 

In  1867  he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  Sixth 

Vnited   States   Infantry  and   served   three 

~ars,  be*ng  stationed  during  the  time  in  the 

*an  Territory.     He  was  married  Ajigust 


26,  1872,  to  Mattie  E.  Guin,  who  died  Oc- 
tober 18,  1895,  *n  Des  Moines.  She  was 
noted  during  her  life  as  an  active  worker 
m  the  cause  of  temperance,  being  at  the  time 
oi  her  death  a  member  in  the  subordinate, 
grand  and  international  supreme  lodge  of 
(aood  Templars.  Three  children  were  born 
to  them,  all  boys :  Ray  D.,  Milo  D.  and  Guin 
L.  Herriman.  The  two  first  named  hold 
clerkships  in  the  association  of  which  Mr. 
Herriman  is  the  secretary,  and  live  at  home, 
980  Twenty-sixth  street,  Des  Moines.  May 
(;,  1896,  Mr.  Herriman  was  again  united 
in  marriage  with  Mary  L.  Hafer  of  Okla- 
homa City,  Oklahoma. 


HINKSON,  Fred  Oscar,  member  of  the 
House  in  the  Twenty-seventh  General  As- 
sembly, from  Guthrie  County,  is  another 
New  England  boy  who  has  earned  success 
in  the  west.  He  was  born  at  Canaan,  New 
Hampshire,  December  17,  1855.  His 
father,  Farnum  Hinkson,  a  native  farmer 
of  New  Hampshire,  became  the  possessor 
of  what  was  known  in  those  days  as 
a  good  New  England  farm,  upon  which  he 
lesided  until  April,  1869.  He  moved  west, 
coming  to  Adair  County,  Iowa,  where  he 
bought  and  improved  a  farm  of  120  acres 
about  six  miles  southwest  from  Stuart.  In 
1880  he  sold  out  and  bought  twenty  acres 
near  town,  where  he  resided  until  the  spring 
of  1891,  when  his  wife  died,  breaking  up 
the  home,  and  he  went  to  live  with  the  chil- 
dren, making  his  home  with  his  son,  Fred 
O.,  and  daughter,  Mary  A.  Gregg.  He  died 
August  2,  1899,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty- 
four  years,  respected  by  all  who  knew  him. 
He  voted  for  every  republican  nominee  for 
president.  He  began  to  vote  when  "Tippe- 
canoe" Harrison  was  elected,  and  voted  for 
that  hero. 

The  Hinksons  were  all  New  Englanders, 
their  ancestry  in  the  United  States  dating 
back  to  the  sixteenth  century.  Sabra  A. 
Bullock  Hinkson  came  from  a  long  line  of 
ancestry  on  the  Bullock  side  of  the  house, 
who  were  natives  of  New  Hampshire.  She 
was  the  mother  of  four  children :  Georgian- 
nah,  who  died  in  infancy;  Rhoannah,  now 
the  wife  of  Thacher  Brown  of  Stuart;  Mary 
A.,  the  wife  of  A.  T.  Gregg,  living  near 
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Stuart,  and  Fred  O.  Hinkson,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch. 

Mr.  Hinkson  worked  on  his  father's  farm 
and  attended  school  in  New  Hampshire  until 
he  was  fourteen  years  of  age,  when  his  pa- 
rents came  west,  and  he  helped  break  and 
improve  the  Adair  County  farm.  He  con- 
tinued to  work  on  the  farm  and  attend  the 
district  school  until  he  was  eighteen  years  of 
age.  The  fall  before  he  was  eighteen,  he 
went  five  and  one-half  miles  on  horseback 
to  Menlo  to  school.  The  county  superin- 
tendent taught  the  school,  and  from  him 
young  Hinkson  got  his  first  certificate  to 
teach,  which  he  did  in  Adair  County,  in  the 
winter  of  1873  and  1874.  With  these  earn- 
ings, and  more  secured  by  working  on  a 
farm  the  next  summer,  working  five  months 
for  $100,  he  began  to  pay  his  way  through 
school.  In  the  fall  of  1874  he  entered  Simp- 
son College,  at  Indianola.  He  kept  on 
teaching  school  and  working  on  a  farm  dur- 
ing vacations  to  get  money  with  which  to 
finish  his  education,  as  his  father  had  re- 
leased him  from  home  obligations,  that  he 
might  earn  an  education.  He  continued  in 
school  until  June,  1882,  when  he  graduated 
in  the  Latin  and  Scientific  course,  with  the 
highest  average  standing,  and  as  salutatorian 


of  his  class.  He  earned  every  dollar  that  he 
expended  during  the  eight  years  he  was  in 
college,  up  to  the  senior  year.  When  he  had 
finished  his  collegiate  course,  he  desired  to 
study  law.  but  was  without  money;  where- 
ujx)n,  T.  P.  Neville,  one  of  his  old  teachers 
in  the  district  school,  learning  of  the  situa- 
tion, offered  to  loan  him  the  money  with 
which  to  complete  his  law  course.  He  en- 
tered the  law  class  of  the  Iowa  State  Uni- 
versity in  1882,  and  graduated  in  1883  with 
honors,  being  selected  by  the  faculty  as  one 
of  ten,  out  of  a  class  of  about  one  hun- 
dred, to  deliver  an  oration  at  the  class  com- 
mencement exercises.  While  in  Simpson 
College  he  was  a  member  of  the  Phi  Kappa 
Psi  Fraternity.  Since  leaving  school,  the 
degree  of  M.  S.  has  been  conferred  upon  hira 
ly  Simpson  College. 

In  the  fall  of  1888  he  opened  an  office  in 
Greenfield  for  the  practice  of  law.  He  re- 
mained there  five  years,  when  he  removed 
u>  Stuart  and  went  into  partnership  with 
Charles  S.  Fogg,  one  of  the  oldest  and  best 
practitioners  in  western  Iowa.  In  1889  Mr. 
Fogg  removed  to  Tacoma,  Washington,  and 
Mr.  Hinkson  succeeded  to  the  practice  of  the 
firm. 

While  in  Greenfield,  Mr.  Hinkson  was 
twice  elected  to  the  office  of  mayor  of  that 
city,  and  in  Stuart  has  been  twice  elected  to 
the  office  of  city  solicitor,  and  once  to  the 
office  of  mayor.  He  has  never  asked  for  a 
nomination  for  any  office,  at  the  hands  of  any 
political  party. 

In  politics,  he  has  always  been  a  repub- 
lican, until  the  fall  of  1896,  when  he  took 
exception  to  the  gold  clause  in  the  republican 
platform,  and  took  the  stump  against  it  In 
1897  he  was  the  fusion  nominee  for  Repre- 
sentative from  Guthrie  County,  and,  though 
the  county  is  strongly  republican  and  has 
been  represented  in  the  Legislature  by  re- 
publicans for  many  years,  Mr.  Hinkson's 
personal  friends  were  so  numerous  and  ac- 
tive, and  he  was  held  in  such  high  esteem. 
that  he  was  elected  by  a  good  majority.  He 
is  a  firm  believer  in  prohibition,  and  voted 
and  worked  for  the  prohibition  amendment 
in  1882.  He  boasts  of  the  fact  that  he  never 
took  a  chew  of  tobacco,  smoked  a  pipe  or 
ci'^ar,  played  a  game  of  cards  or  danced. 
!)e  is  a  prominent  Odd  Fellow,  being  a 
meml>er  of  both  the  subordinate,  encamp- 
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ment  and  Rebecca  Lodges.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  has  been  a 
teacher  in  the  Sunday  School  for  years. 

Mr.  Hinkson  was  married  October  if 
1885,  to  Miss  Cora  B.  Beach,  a  daughter  of 
Dr.  David  Beach,  one  of  the  prominent  early 
physicians  of  Iowa.  The  young  husband  and 
wife  commenced  housekeeping  with  nothing 
to  depend  upon,  except  the  returns  from  Mr. 
Hinkson's  law  practice,  which,  at  that  time, 
bareV  afforded  them  a  comfortable  support. 
By  careful  management,  they  were  enabled 
to  iive  within  their  income,  and,  in  due  time, 
as  business  increased,  came  into  the  full  en- 
joy nent  of  all  of  the  comforts  and  con- 
veniences of  life.  To  them  were  born  four 
children :  Annah,  Mabel,  Nellie  and  Helen. 

In  the  summer  of  1893  Mrs.  Hinkson's 
father,  Dr.  Beach,  came  from  Colorado  to 
live  with  her,  in  the  hope  that  a  change  of 
climate  might  afford  him  relief  from  heart 
trouble,  with  which  he  was  suffering  at  that 
time.  He  gradually  grew  worse  and,  in  the 
following  December,  died.  Within  less  than 
a  month  from  the  date  of  his  death,  Mrs. 
Hinkson  was  taken  down  with  a  nervous 
affection,  which  was  declared  by  her  physi- 
cians to  have  been  brought  on  by  overwork 
and  worry  in  connection  with  the  sickness 
and  death  of  her  father.  For  nearly  a  year, 
her  life  was  despaired  of,  but  finally  her  ail- 
ment gave  way  to  treatment,  and  she  slowly 
recovered,  but  never  to  her  full  health.  In 
the  early  spring  of  1898,  she  again  took 
d  wn  with  the  same  disease,  from  which  she 
was  unable  to  rally,  and  on  the  28th  of  April, 
1898,  peacefully  passed  away,  an  ideal  wife 
and  mother,  mourned  by  all  who  knew  her. 
This  left  the  subject  of  our  sketch  with  four 
little  girls,  the  oldest  eleven  years  of  age, 
and  the  youngest,  a  babe,  about  eleven 
months'  old.  A  neighbor  lady,  Mrs.  A.  S. 
Raber,  kindly  took  little  Helen  and  cared  for 
her  during  the  sickness  of  her  mother,  and 
for  some  time  afterwards. 

Anxious  to  provide  a  home  for  himself 
and  little  family,  on  August  30,  1899,  Mr. 
Hinkson  was  married  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  C. 
Beattie,  widow  of  John  J.  Beattie,  deceased, 
and  youngest  daughter  of  Captain  Charles 
Stuart,  the  founder  of  the  city  of  Stuart, 
where  the  subject  of  this  sketch  resides. 
Mrs.  Hinkson  had  two  children  of  her  own, 
Grace,  who  at  the  date  of  her  marriage  with 


Mr.  Hinkson  was  twelve  years  of  age,  and 
Stuart,  about  ten  years  of  age.  Mrs.  Hink- 
son, too,  is  of  sturdy  New  England  stock, 
her  parents  both  being  natives  of  Vermont, 
although  she  was  born  in  Osceola,  Illinois, 
to  which  place  her  parents  had  removed,  at 
an  early  day.  Here  Mrs.  Hinkson  spent  her 
girlhood  days,  and  until  her  marriage  with 
Mr.  Beattie.  In  January,  1886,  they  moved 
to  Stuart,  Iowa,  where  they  resided  until 
Mr.  Beattie's  death  in  1894,  and  Mrs.  Hink- 
son, up  to  the  date  of  this  sketch.  Mrs. 
Hinkson  has  always  been  recognized  as  a 
leader  in  church  work,  public-spirited  and 
ever  ready  to  contribute  of  her  time  and 
means  toward  every  charitable  and  worthy 
object.  The  six  children  seem  to  think  as 
much  of  each  other,  and  are  as  careful  and 
thoughtful  of  each  others'  feelings  and  inter- 
ests, as  though  of  one  blood,  and  with  never 
a  jar  or  strife  between  them,  truly  they  con- 
stitute an  ideal  family.  Mrs.  Hinkson  has 
large  landed  interests  of  her  own,  which, 
with  Mr.  Hinkson's  growing  and  lucrative 
law  practice,  enable  them  to  provide  every 
iacility  for  the  enjoyment,  education  and 
well-being  of  themselves  and  family.  As  a 
family,  they  stand  high  in  the  community  in 
which  they  reside,  and  command  the  esteem 
and  respect  of  all  who  know  them. 


HOAG,  Dr.  Harry  Martin,  of  Garner, 
was  born  at  Manchester,  Iowa,  October  22, 
1870.  He  attended  the  public  schools  of 
that  place,  following  which  he  entered  the 
high  school,  graduating  very  creditably 
therefrom  in  June,  1888.  In  the  fall  of  the 
same  year  he  entered  the  Upper  Iowa  Uni- 
versity, at  Fayette,  and  was  made  president 
of  the  junior  class  in  1890.  He  was  a  lover 
of  athletics  and  was  a  member  of  the  Uni- 
versity football  team  during  the  season  of 
'90.  He  also  had  the  honor  to  be  chosen 
president  of  the  Zethegathian  Society.  In 
1 89 1  he  received  the  degree  of  B.  S.,  and 
graduated  from  the  University  in  the  same 
year.  In  1893  the  degree  of  M.  S.  was  con- 
ferred upon  him  by  this  same  institution  of 
learning. 

The  father  of  Dr.  Hoag  is  now  a  resident 
of  Manchester,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the 
real  estate  and  loan  business.     The  Hoags 
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originally  came  from  New  York  and  located 
in  Michigan,  but  in  1869  they  removed  to 
Iowa.  The  Doctor's  mother  comes  of  old 
Yankee  strck.  The  family  is  traceable  to 
the  landing  of  the  Pilgrims.  Mrs.  Hoag  was 
the  only  daughter  of  the  late  J.  S.  Belknap, 
well-known  throughout  the  state. 

Dr.  Hoag  located  in  Garner  during  the 
summer  of  1894,  following  his  graduation 
from  the  Kentucky  School  of  Medicine 
of  Louisville,  and  from  the  Jefferson 
Medical  College  of  Philadelphia.  He 
has  been  in  constant  practice  ever  since 
that  time  and  has  earned  an  enviable 
leputation  throughout  that  section.  Polit- 
ically, he  is  a  democrat,  but  can  spare  little 
time  from  the  duties  of  his  profession  in 
active  work  for  his  party.  He  belongs  to. 
various  orders  and  societies,  among  which 
may  be  mentioned  Knights  of  Pythias,  Ma- 
sons, Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and  the 
Austin  Flint  Medical  Society  The  family 
are  Congregationalists.  and  though  a  reg- 
ular attendant,  Mr.  Hoag  is  not  a  member 
of  that  church.  He  was  married  Novem- 
ber 20,  1895.  to  M^s  Maude  Elder,  daugh- 
ter of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  M.  Elder  of  Concord, 
Hancock  County.  Thev  have  one  daughter, 
Helen  Elise,  born  March  28,  1897. 


In  1898  Dr.  Hoag  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Education  in  Garner  and 
was  re-elected  in  1900  to  serve  three  years. 
In  1898  he  was  the  only  democrat  elected  on 
the  ticket  for  member  of  the  city  council  for 
a  three  years'  term.  The. Doctor  is  largely 
interested  in  poultry  and  owns  a  large  estab- 
lishment, where  Barred  Plymouth  Rock  and 
Rose  Comb  Brown  Leghorn  chickens  and  In- 
dian Runner  ducks  are  raised. 

From  his  boyhood  Dr.  Hoag  has  been  a 
student,  and  the  improvement  of  his  mind 
has  been  one  of  the  chief  works  of  his  life. 
He  possesses  a  wonderful  memory  and  from 
the  fields  of  medical  literature  has  culled 
that  knowledge,  which,  united  with  those  in- 
calculable aids  garnered  from  personal  ex- 
perience through  a  long  period  of  active 
practice,  fits  him  most  admirably  for  his 
noble  calling.  He  has  a  well  selected  library, 
i.-i  which  may  be  found  not  only  the  latest 
and  best  works  relating  to  his  profession,  but 
of  the  poets  and  great  men  of  the  world's 
past  and  present  as  well. 


HUNTER,  John  D.,  was  born  August 
12,  1834,  in  Knoxville,  Jefferson  County, 
Ohio.  From  the  age  of  nine  to  fourteen,  he 
'was  sent  to  the  public  schools  a  portion  of 
each  year.  His  school  days  ended  with  a 
two  years'  term  in  the  Ashland,  Ohio, 
Academy.  In  1848  his  father  and  family 
moved  to  Bryan,  Williams  County,  on  the 
western  border  of  the  famous  "Black 
Swamp"  region.  Here,  at  the  age  of  fifteen. 
John  entered  his  father's  printing  office  and 
began  to  learn  the  trade  and  take  his  first 
lessons  in  making  a  newspaper. 

On  the  twentieth  anniversary  of  his  birth- 
day he  issued  the  first  number  of  the  Hoosier 
Banner,  at  Angola,  Steuben  County  Indiana. 
It  was  a  daring  venture  in  a  small  town,  in  a 
sparsely  settled  country,  but  with  the  pioneer 
spirit  that  prevailed  among  ambitious  young 
men  of  the  west,  he  launched  the  new  paper 
and  for  a  year  made  a  brave  struggle  for 
success.  He  first  came  to  Iowa  in  the  fall  of 
1856,  remaining  until  the  next  summer,  and 
there  found  the  beautiful  prairie  country 
that  was  to  be  his  permanent  home.  In  the 
summer  of  1858  he  brought  his  family  to 
Eldora,  in  Hardin  County,  and  in  t!- 
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purchased  a  half  interest  in  the  Hardin 
County  Sentinel.  After  a  time  he  became 
the  editor  and  sole  owner  of  the  paper.  In 
the  spring  of  1861,  Mr.  Hunter  was  ap- 
pointed postmaster  of  Eldora  by  President 
Lincoln.  In  the  fall  of  1862  he  was  elected 
treasurer  and  recorder  of  Hardin  County, 
having  previously  resigned  the  office  of  post- 
master; and  early  in  1863  he  sold  his  news- 
paper establishment  to  Mr.  M.  C.  Woodruff, 
who  removed  it  to  Iowa  Falls,  where  the 
Sentinel  is  still  published.  In  August  Mr. 
Hunter  resigned  the  office  of  treasurer  to 
accept  a  position  in  the  military  service,  re- 
maining until  the- close  of  the  war.  In  Jan- 
uary, 1867,  he  went  back  to  his  old  profes- 
sion, purchasing  the  Hamilton  Freeman, 
now*  Webster  City  Freeman,  one  of  the 
most  notable  of  the  pioneer  journals  of 
northwestern  Iowa,  which  had  been  estab- 
lished by  Charles  Aldrich  in  1857  at  Web- 
ster City.  Mr.  Hunter  had  but  fairly  got 
settled  down  to  work  in  his  new  field  when 
he  was  nominated  by  the  republicans  of  his 
district,  composing  the  counties  of  Hamil- 
ton, Wright,  Franklin  and  Hancock,  to  rep- 
resent them  in  the  House  of  the  Twelfth 
General  Assembly.  He  was  elected  by  a 
krge  majority  and  re-elected  in  1869.    Dur- 


ing his  second  term,  Mr.  Hunter  prepared 
and  introduced  a  bill  providing  tor  the  crea- 
tion of  a  board  of  control  for  the  various 
state  institutions.  The  bill  was  approved  by 
the  committee  to  which  it  was  referred,  but 
was  defeated  in  the  House.  It  is  now  gen- 
erally conceded  that  the  enactment  of  this 
most  important  measure  would  perhaps  have 
saved  the  state  millions  of  dollars  in  the 
thirty-one  years  that  have  elapsed  since 
its  first  defeat.  The  system  he  proposed  has 
been  earnestly  recommended  by  several  of 
the  governors  since  and  advocated  by  many 
of  the  ablest  members  of  subsequent  General 
Assemblies,  and  is  now  incorporated  in  the 
laws  of  the  state.  In  1871,  when  the  great 
political  battle  was  fought  between  the  sup- 
porters of  James  Harlan  and  William  B. 
Allison  for  United  States  Senator,  John  D. 
Hunter  was  selected  by  the  friends  of  Mr, 
Allison  in  the  Forty-seventh  Senatorial  Dis- 
trict as  their  candidate  for  senator.  The 
district  embraced  ten  counties  and  it  required 
twenty-two  votes  to  nominate.  The  contest 
was  warm  and  long,  with  seven  candidates 
in  the  field.  Mr.  Hunter  received  twenty 
♦rotes,  but  a  combination  on  locality  was 
finally  made  against  him,  which  won.  Mr. 
Hunter  was  a  delegate  to  the  republican  na- 
cional  convention  of  1876  from  the  Ninth 
Congressional  District. 

In  1872  Mr.  Hunter  was  appointed  a 
trustee  of  the  Iowa  Reform  School  by  Gov- 
ernor Carpenter,  and  in  1873  he  was  ap- 
pointed postmaster  of  Webster  City  by  Pres- 
ident Grant,  holding  the  latter  office  until 
August,  1885,  when  he  was  removed  by 
G rover  Cleveland  for  "offensive  partisan- 
ship." After  the  election  of  President  Har- 
rison, Mr.  Hunter  was  re-appointed  post- 
master, and  held  the  office  another  term. 

As  a  journalist,  Mr.  Hunter  has  long 
tanked  among  the  veterans  in  years  of  ser- 
vice in  Iowa.  For  over  thirty  years  he  has 
labored  ably  and  earnestly  with  the  Freeman 
for  his  party,  the  prosperity  of  his  city  and 
county,  and  the  development  of  northern 
Iowa.  Few  papers  in  the  state  have  been 
more  judiciously  conducted,  and  none  have 
earned  a  higher  reputation  for  candor  and 
reliability.  His  sons,  Dwight  L.  and  Wil- 
liam F.  Hunter,  are  now  associated  with 
him  in  the  publication  and  management  of 
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the  Freeman,  and  having  been  schooled  in 
the  business  are  thoroughly  competent  to 
maintain  the  high  standard  the  paper  has 
attained. 


HARRISON,  Isaac  P.  The  career  of 
Isaac  P.  Harrison,  of  Luverne,  is  one  marked 
by  many  shif tings  and  changes,  albeit  suc- 
cess has  invariably  crowned  his  many  and 
varied  business  ventures.  He  was  born  in 
Sauk  County,  Wisconsin,  March  23,  1861. 
His  parents  were  English  people  who  located 


m  Wisconsin  when  it  was  yet  a  territory, 
living  in  a  wigwam  for  some  time  after  their 
arrival  there.  His  mother's  sister  was  the 
first  white  baby  born  in  LaValle  township  in 
Sauk  County.  They  underwent  the  severe 
hardships  of  pioneer  life,  but  their  sacrifices 
were  rewarded  when  once  the  country  had 
t»ecome  settled,  for  they  were  considered 
among  the  wealthiest  people  of  their  section 
of  the  country. 

Isaac  Harrison  received  a  complete  com- 
mon school  education,  although  he  worked 
in  the  summer  time  upon  his  father's  farm. 
When  he  had  reached  the  proper  age  he  was 
placed  in  the  Northwestern  Business  College 
of  Madison,  Wis.,  from  which  institution 
he  graduated  on  October  31,  1883.  Previous 
to  his  graduation  he  came  to  Iowa  and  en- 
gaged in  farm  work  for  one  year,  when  he 
returned  to  Wisconsin  to  complete  his  bus- 
iness course  in  the  aforementioned  college. 


In  1884  he  returned  to  Iowa  and1  accepted  a 
clerkship  in  the  drug  store  of  Mr.  S.  Pear- 
son, where  he  remained  for  three  years,  and 
at  the  end  of  which  time  he  purchased  the 
business.  This  store  he  conducted  until  1893, 
when  it  was  disposed  of  at  a  good  figure. 
Later  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Mr.  M. 
B.  Luchsinger  in  the  general  merchandise 
business,  which  was  continued  until  1896, 
and  is  now  known  under  the  firm  name  of 
Harrison  &  Hanna,  the  latter  named  gen- 
tleman having  purchased  the  interest  of  Mr. 
Luchsinger. 

Mr.  Harrison  is  a  dyed-in-the-wool  repub- 
lican. He  was  postmaster  at  Luverne  dur- 
ing Harrison's  administration  and  by  reason 
of  his  great  popularity  held  the  office  far  into 
the  Cleveland  administration.  At  present  he 
is  treasurer  of  the  incorporated  town  of  Lu- 
verne. 

Mr.  Harrison  is  allied  with  numerous 
secret  and  social  organizations.  He  is  a 
member  of  Ironton  lodge  of  Masons  of  Iron- 
ton,  Wisconsin,  where  he  joined  in  1883 ;  of 
Prudence  Chapter,  No.  70,  Royal  Arch  Ma- 
sons, of  Algona,  Iowa,  and  of  Calvary  Com- 
mandery,  No.  24,  of  Fort  Dodge.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America,  Vernon  Camp,  No.  3792,  of 
Luchsinger. 

Mr.  Harrison  was  married  on  July  26, 
1888,  to  Miss  Mary  Northrop,  of  Eagle 
Grove,  who  was  taken  from  him  by  death  a 
few  short  years  thereafter.  He  was  again 
married  on  September  26,  1894,  to  Miss 
Louise  Gerber,  of  Luverne,  but  no  children 
resulted  from  either  union. 

In  a  business  way,  Mr.  Harrison  has  been 
highly  successful.  His  upright  defilings, 
his  many  acts  of  charity,  his  ample  capital, 
and  his  thorough  understanding  of  the  mer- 
chandise business,  combine  to  make  him  an 
up-to-date  business  man  with  whom  failure 
is  a  thing  quite  out  of  the  question  and  com- 
petition a  matter  scarcely  to  be  thought  of. 
He  was  again  appointed  postmaster  of  Lu- 
verne April  30,  1897,  and  holds  that  office 
new. 


GARVER,  J.  E..  M.  D..  of  Storm  Lake, 

Iowa,  is  a  professional  gentleman,  who  is 

self-made  in  all  that  the  term  implies.     His 

parents  are  of  Old  English  stock,  although 
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both  born  in  this  country,  and  both  are  stiiL 
living  in  easy  circumstances  at  Decorah, 
Iowa.  The  Doctor  was  born  at  Sheldon, 
Franklin  County,  in  the  Green  Mountain 
State,  on  January  19,  1858.  The  person  to 
whom  he  attributes  the  credit  for  most  of 
the  education  gained  in  his  early  life  is 
Professor  Henry  M.  Soper,  at  that  time 
principal  of  the  high  school  at  Richmond, 
Illinois,  but  who  is  now  conducting  Soper's 
School  of  Oratory  in  the  Atheneum  build- 
ing, Chicago.  The  Doctor  graduated  from 
the  medical  department  of  the  State  Uni- 
versity of  Iowa  on  March  6,  1889.    In  1895 


he  took  a  post-graduate  course  in  the  Chi- 
cago Polyclinic,  receiving  instructions  in 
surgery  under  Doctors  Senn,  Fenger  and 
Henrotin.  He  came  to  Iowa  in  1880,  and 
located  at  New  Hampton,  where  his  parents 
then  resided.  In  1884  he  removed  to  Hamp- 
ton, in  Franklin  County,  and  continued  the 
study  of  medicine  in  the  office  of  Dr.  Jacob 
Krebbs,  now  of  Chicago.  His  periods  of 
study  had  to  be  alternated  with  manual 
labor  in  order  that  he  might  have  funds 
with  which  to  continue  his  medical  educa- 
tion, and  his  entire  way  through  the  differ- 
ent colleges  was  thus  paid  by  the  labors  of 
his  own  hands. 


Following  his  graduation,  in  1889,  he 
located  at  Garrison,  Benton  County,  and  in 
1890  removed  to  Pender,  Nebraska,  and 
later  to  Storm  Lake*  Iowa,  where  he  is  now 
engaged  in  a  good  practice,  built  up  by 
his  personal  and  professional  integrity  and 
ciose  application  to  business.  The  young 
man  labored  under  great  difficulties  when 
first  he  arrived  at  the  place  where  he  is  now 
so  comfortably  located.  First,  the  little 
town  was  overcrowded  with  men  of  his  pro- 
fession, and,  second,  he  had  heavy  debts  to 
meet,  incurred  by  his  previous  travels  from 
place  to  place.  But  persistency  and  hard 
work  enabled  him  to  meet  his  financial  obli- 
gations, and  he  has  at  the  same  time  suc- 
ceeded in  building  up  a  name  and  reputa- 
tion which  he  values  highly,  and  of  which  he 
is  most  proud. 

At  the  present  time  he  is  devoting  himself 
almost  exclusively  to  surgery  and  the  treat- 
ment of  chronic  diseases.  He  has  the  finest 
equipped  office  in  that  section  of  the  state, 
and  his  library  contains  the  latest  and  choic- 
est works  of  the  great  medical  writers  of 
the  past  and  present  age.  He  is  a  member 
of  numerous  medical  societies  and  organi- 
zations, whose  objects  are  the  advancement 
of  medical  and  surgical  science.  Politically, 
he  is  a  republican.  He  was  married  in  1878 
to  Miss  Myrtle  L.  Billett  of  Richmond,  Il- 
linois. One  child  was  born  to  them,  Miss 
Lola,  who  is  now  married  and  living  at 
Estherville,  Iowa. 

He  was  married  June  30,  1899,  to  Miss 
L.  Francis  Tuckette  of  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


HUNGERFORD,  John  B.,  the  well- 
known  editor  of  the  Carroll  Herald,  one  of 
the  most  frequently  quoted,  best  known  and 
most  successful  weekly  newspapers  in  the 
state,  is  now  postmaster  of  Carroll,  an  of- 
fice which  he  held  also  during  Harrison's 
administration.  Mr.  Hungerford  is  the 
son  of  Maurice  Hungerford,  a  native  of 
Ireland,  of  English  descent,  and  Mary  Cav- 
anaugh,  a  representative  of  one  of  the  old- 
est families  in  the  County  Kerry,  Ireland. 
They  were  farmers  and  shared  the  common 
lot  in  their  impoverished  country.  They 
were  married  in  1836,  came  to  America 
about  1846,  and  their  son,  John  B.,  was 
born  near  Smethport,  McKean  County, 
Pennsylvania,  May  27,  1854.     T\ 
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came  west  in  1865  and  settled  on  a  farm 
near  Ottumwa,  in  Wapello  County.  Four 
years  later  the  father  died,  and  since  that 
time  John  has  earned  his  own  way.  He  be- 
gan on  the  farm  when  he  was  thirteen  years 
old  and  worked  for  forty  cents  a  day.  His 
early  education  was  confined  to  the  com- 
mon schools,  but  he  was  determined  to  se- 
cure a  good  college  education,  and  he,  by 
his  own  efforts,  did  so,  taking  a  full  course 
in  the  Iowa  State  College  at  Ames,  grad- 
uating in  the  class  of  '77.  He  taught  school 
during  his  college  career  and  paid  his  own 
expenses,  and  after  graduating  taught  two 
years  at  Morning  Sun,  Louisa  County,  and 
three  years  in  Montezuma,  Poweshiek 
County.  He  began  his  newspaper  career 
in  Morning  Sun,  where  he  started  a  paper 
iii.  1879,  but  sold  it  at  the  end  of  a  year  and 
put  in  two  years  with  the  Burlington 
Hawk-Eye.  For  two  years  he  was  editor  of 
the  Columbus  Safeguard  at  Columbus  Junc- 
tion, where  his  brother-in-law,  Paul  Mac- 
lean, later  his  partner  in  the  Carroll  Her- 
ald, now  editor  of  the  Creston  Gazette,  was 
associated  with  him.  In  the  year  1886  Mr. 
Hungerford,  in  partnership  with  Mr.  Mac- 
lean, secured  full  control  of  the  Carroll  Her- 
ald. At  the  end  of  four  years  Mr.  Maclean 
retired,  and  since  then  Mr.  Hungerford  has 
been  the  sole  owner  and  editor  of  the  paper. 
The  Herald  has  gained  a  prominence  ac- 
quired by  few  country  newspapers.  It  is  as 
ably  edited  and  as  handsome  in  appearance 
as  any  paper  in  the  state,  regardless  of  the 
size  of  the  town  in  which  it  is  published, 
and  is  successful  in  every  way,  financially 
and  politically. 

The  editor  of  the  Herald  has  always  been 
a  republican,  and  an  active  one.  He  cast  his 
first  vote  for  Rutherford  B.  Hayes  for  pres- 
ident, and  his  services  have  been  recognized, 
as  previously  stated,  by  the  best  appoint- 
ment that  could  be  given  to  a  resident  of 
Carroll.  Mr.  Hungerford  has  continued  to 
take  a  deep  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  Ag- 
ricultural College,  and  was  elected  a  trustee 
of  that  institution  by  the  legislature  in  1894. 
He  has  been  elected  for  the  second  term, 
vhich  expires  in  1906.  He  is  a  Past  Chan- 
cellor in  the  Knights  of  Pythias  Lodge.  Mr. 
Hungerford's  success  has  been  due  to  a  va- 
riety of  causes,  to  industry,  natural  ability,  a 


genial,  generous  nature  that  made  him 
friends  in  all  of  his  associations  with  men, 
and  to  a  natural  taste  for  politics.  He  has 
been  an  important  factor  in  Tenth  District 
politics,  as  is  shown  by  the  recognition  ac- 
corded him  by  Senator  Dolliver,  whose 
warm  friend  and  supporter  he  has  always 
been. 

On  April  21,  1887,  Mr.  Hungerford  was 
married  to  Miss  Molly  Maclean  in  Colum- 
bus City,  Louisa  County.  Two  children 
have  been  born  to  them,  Josephine,  born  Oc- 
tober s,  1889,  and  John,  born  December  12, 
1897. 


JAQUES,  William  Henry  Clay,  a  suc- 
cessful attorney  and  at  present  city  solicitor 
of  Ottumwa,  has  been  a  resident  of  Iowa 
since  1848.  He  located  with  his  parents  that 
year  at  Abing<^>n,  Jefferson  County,  remov- 
ing to  that  point  from  Abingdon,  Vir- 
ginia, where  the  subject  of  our  sketch, 
was  born  October  29,  1841.  His  father, 
William  Jaques,  was  a  bricklayer  and 
farmer,  and  came  from  England  in  1825  to 
Virginia.  His  wife  was  Mary  Musgrove- 
Jaques,  also  a  native  of  England. 

W.  H.  C.  Jaques  took  up  the  trades  of 
bricklayer  and  plasterer,  learned  from  his 
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lather,  and  at  intervals  worked  on  a  farm. 
His  educational  advantages  during  his  early 
life  were  meager  and  limited  to  winter  tefms 
in  the  common  school.  He  made  good  use 
of  these  however,  and  with  the  training  se- 
cured there,  together  with  his  indomitable 
energy  and  natural  ability,  he  has  won  a  high 
place  among  the  progressive  men  of  the 
state.  He  followed  his  trade  until  1862, 
when  he  enlisted  in  Company  D,  Nineteenth 
Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry,  August  12  of  that 
year.  He  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Prairie 
Grove,  Arkansas,  December  6,  1862;  was  at 
the  siege  of  Vicksburg  and  at  Jackson  after 
the  siege.  In  February,  1864.  he  was  ap- 
pointed lieutenant  of  the  Fifty-sixth  U.  S.  C. 
T.,  and  was  stationed  at  Helena,  Arkansas. 
During  the  same  year  he  was  commissioned 
captain  of  Company  B  of  that  regiment. 
During  the  years  1864-5-6  he  served  on 
the  staff  of  Generals  Alex.  A.  McDowell 
McCook,  John  M.  Thayer,  Eugene  A.  Carr, 
N.  B.  Buford  and  Col.  Charles  Bentzonie  in 
the  Department  of  Eastern  Arkansas,  and  in 
1866  was  on  court-martial  duty  at  Little 
Rock.  At  the  close  of  his  military  career  he 
entered  the  Harvard  Law  School,  which  he 
attended  for  one  year,  1866-7.  His  prac- 
tice of  law  dates  from  1870.  He  located  in 
Ottumwa  in  1867,  where  he  has  continued 
successfully  ever  since  he  began  the  practice 
01  his  profession.  He  has  been  very  active  in 
his  profession,  and  no  man  in  Wapello 
County  has  tried  more  jury  cases  than  Mr. 
Jaques  during  the  last  ten  years.  His  prac- 
tice has  not  been  confined  to  the  district 
court  alone,  but  he  has  tried  many  cases  be- 
fore the  supreme  court  and  in  other  states, 
and  but  recently  was  successful  in  a  very  im- 
portant case  in  the  United  States  Circuit 
Court  at  Indianapolis,  Indiana. 

In  1890  he  successfully  defended  a  friend 
charged  with  murder,  before  the  United 
States  Court  at  Douglass,  Wyoming. 

Mr.  Jaques  has  never  held  any  civil  office, 
except  the  one  now  held  by  him,  to  which  he 
was  elected  in  March,  1899.  He  has  twice 
been  a  candidate  on  the  democratic  ticket  for 
District  Judge  of  the  Second  Judicial  Dis- 
trict. During  Governor  Boies'  terms  of  of- 
fice he  served  on  his  staff  as  Judge  Advocate 
General.  He  is  chairman  of  the  Legislative 
committee  of  the  City  Solicitors'  League  of 


Iowa;  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  Loyal 
Legion,  and  is  an  Elk. 

Mr.  Jaques  was  married  October  29,  1869, 
to  Miss  Florence  Williams,  and  to  this  union 
four  children  have  been  born:  Estella  W., 
born  July  13,  1871,  now  the  wife  of  Dr.  J. 
E.  McCormick;  J.  R.,  born  February  13, 
1873,  a  graduate  of  Yale  Law  School  and 
now  a  partner  with  his  father  in  the  law 
business,  and  one  of  the  brightest  young 
lawyers  in  the  state ;  Mable  M.,  born  May  20, 
1 88 1,  now  attending  the  Ottumwa  High 
School,  and  Edna,  born  August  2,  1875,  w^o 
died  when  she  was  five  years  of  age. 


JAY,  Arthur,  D.,  practicing  physician 
and  surgeon,  of  Eldon,  was  born  on  a  farm 
near  Agency,  Wapello  County,  Iowa,  Octo- 
ber 23,  1864  .  He  might  be  called  a  native 
farmer,  his  ancestors  for  generations  on  both 
sides  of  the  house  being  farmers.  His  father, 
James  H.  Jay,  has  always  been  a  farmer.  He 
started  in  life  very  poor ;  in  fact,  with  noth- 
ing, and  has  accumulated  a  nice  competency, 
all  through  his  own  efforts  and  hard  toil.  He 
was  born  in  Indiana,  but  came  to  the  Hawk- 
eye  state  with  his  parents  when  he  was  but 
one  year  old,  so  that  he  may  be  said  to  be  an 
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lowan  for  all  practical  purposes.  He  was 
raised  here  and  continues  to  reside  in  the 
state  where  he  has  raised  and  educated  his 
family  and  accumulated  his  nice  little  fortune 
for  old  age.  His  mother,  Minerva  Reeve 
Jay,  was  born  on  an  Ohio  farm,  and,  like  her 
husband,  came  to  Iowa  with  her  parents 
when  she  was  but  one  year  old,  and  was  here 
reared  and  educated  on  a  farm,  and  having 
married  a  farmer,  will,  no  doubt,  spend  her 
life  on  a  farm.  Her  mother,  however,  was  a 
iamous  mid-wife  in  her  day,  having  been 
thoroughly  educated  in  her  calling,  and  al- 
though she  resided  on  a  farm,  her  practice 
was  very  extensive.  Her  husband  being 
somewhat  of  a  local  politician,  they  were 
farmers  largely  by  proxy.  Grandfather 
Reeve  seems  to  have  spent  a  great  deal  of 
his  time  in  offices,  township  and  county,  and 
was  considered  a  "well-informed"  man.  He 
was  a  whig  and  afterwards  a  republican. 
Grandfather  Jay  was  a  planter  in  Kentucky, 
and  a  large  slave  owner,  but  a  few  years  be- 
fore the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  he  disposed  of 
his  slaves  and  came  to  Davis  County,  this 
state,  where  he  now  resides.  He  is  a  demo- 
crat, but  never  mixed  much  in  politics.  Be- 
ing an  active  Methodist,  his  mind  seems  to 
have  been  pretty  much  absorbed  in  church 
work,  leaving  no  time  to  run  after  politics. 
His  wife,  Grandmother  Jay,  was  a  scion  of 
Kentucky  aristocracy,  coming  from  a  very 
aristocratic  family,  and  was  therefore  very 
highly  educated. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  educated 
in  early  life  at  the  old  school  house  near 
where  his  father  still  lives.  Until  he  was 
sixteen  years  of  age,  he  went  to  school  only 
during  the  winter.  That  year  he  attended  a 
nine  months'  term  in  Agency,  and  when  he 
was  seventeen  years  old  he  put  in  a  full 
school  year  at  the  Southern  Iowa  Normal 
School  at  Bloomfield.  This  gave  him  a  thirst 
for  more  education  and  resulted  in  two  years 
at  Drake  University  in  Des  Moines.  While 
Mr.  Jay  did  not  graduate,  it  will  be  seen  that 
his  education  was  very  good  indeed.  There- 
after for  several  years  his  time  was  employed 
in  teaching  school  and  reading  medicine.  The 
winter  of  1885-6  he  formally  devoted  him- 
self to  a  systematic  study  of  medicine  in  the 
office  of  J.  W.  LaForce,  of  Eldon,  and  in  the 
fall  of  1886  attended  his  first  term  of  lectures 
at  Keokuk  graduating  in  the  spring  of  1889. 


He  was  president  of  the  class  the  year  he 
graduated.  On  the  17th  day  of  March,  1889, 
he  came  to  Eldon  and  located  in  practice, 
having  first  arranged  a  partnership  with  his 
old  partner,  J.  W.  LaForce.  This  partner- 
ship lasted  less  than  two  years,  .when  it  was 
dissolved  by  mutual  agreement,  since  which 
time  Dr.  Jay  has  practiced  alone.  Dr.  Jay  is 
thoroughly  established  and  recognized  as  a 
successful  physician.  He  is  aggressive  and 
progressive,  keeping  in  touch  with  the  best 
thought  of  his  profession,  through  the  best 
periodicals.  He  was  the  first  to  introduce 
into  practice  at  Eldon,  Antitoxin  in  the 
treatment  of  diphtheria.  In  1897  he  took  a 
post-graduate  course  at  the  P.  &  S.  College, 
Chicago,  Illinois,  so  that  it  will  be  seen  that 
he  does  not  intend  to  fall  behind.  He  is  now 
a  half  owner  in  a  drug  business  with  Ed  J. 
Moore.  This  is  a  side  line  and  does  not  take 
his  time  or  attention  from  practice. 

In  politics  the  Doctor  is  a  republican  and 
never  voted  for  another  party.  He  has  been 
a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
Eldon  public  schools  for  three  years  and 
president  of  the  board  for  two  years;  also 
city  health  officer  a  number  of  times  and 
mayor  of  Eldon  for  a  term.  He  has  been 
connected  with  many  of  the  enterprises  of 
the  town,  always  being  elected  to  some  of- 
fice of  the  enterprise.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Iowa  State  Medical  Society,  National  Med- 
ical Society,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  K. 
cf  P.  and  A.  O.  U.  W.,  and  has  been  elected 
tc  a  state  office  both  in  the  K.  of  P.  and  I.  O. 
O.  F.  He  is  not  a  member  of  any  church, 
but  holds  to  thie  Methodist  Episcopal.  His 
family  are  all  Methodists.  He  is  not  mar- 
ried. He  is  also  deeply  interested  in  mining 
interests,  in  the  Eldon  Coal  &  Coke  Com- 
pany, being  elected  president  of  the  com- 
pany when  organized  and  still  holds  the  of- 
fice. Also  interested  in  railroad  stocks,  and 
h  connected  with  the  state  militia,  holding 
the  office  of  assistant  surgeon  of  the  Fiftieth 
Regiment,  Iowa  National  Guard.  He  is  sur- 
geon of  the  Second  Regiment  W.  R.  K.  of  P. 
of  Iowa. 


JONES,  Newell  Norman,  Warden  of 
the  Fort  Madison  penitentiary,  was  an  active 
force  in  politics  and  a  resident  of  Atlantic, 
Cass  County,  when  he  was  elected  to  this  of- 
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fice  in  January,  1894.  Few  men  are  better 
known  in  the  state  than  he,  and  none  more 
favorably.  Mr.  Jones  was  born  in  Oneida 
County,  New  York,  in  1843.  His  father 
was  John  R.  Jones,  a  farmer,  merchant  and 
dealer  in  wool  and  sheep,  who  was  a  close 
friend  of  John  Brown  of  Ossawatomie,  and 
transacted  a  great  deal  of  business  with  the 
hero  of  Harper's  Ferry.  Mr.  Jones  was 
sheriff  of  Oneida  County,  New  York,  at  the 
time  Roscoe  Conkling  and  Justice  Ward 
Hunt  practiced  law  there.  His  father  was 
Peter  Jones,  a  Quaker  preacher,  born  in  Rad- 
nershire,  Wales,  and  was  well-known 
throughout  New  York.  Our  Mr.  Jones' 
mother  was  Amanthis  E.  Newell  Jones,  and 
she  came  of  Puritan  ancestry  on  both  her 
father's  and  mother's  side.  Her  father  came 
from  Massachusetts  and  her  mother,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Ruth  Allen,  from  Bethle- 
hem, Connecticut.  Newell  N.  Jones  attended 
the  select  schools  in  Utica,  New  York,  and 
afterwards  in  Whitestown  Seminary, Whites- 
town,  New  York.  In  the  spring  of  1874  he 
came  to  Iowa  and  located  in  Cass  County, 
where  he  continued  to  reside  until  1894, 
when  he  was  elected  warden  and  moved  to 
Fort  Madison.  His  boyhood  was  spent  on 
the  farm  and  in  the  city  of  Utica,  New  York. 
He  commenced  to  clerk  in  a  store  in  Utica  at 


the  age  of  eighteen  and  afterwards  went  to 
the  oil  regions  of  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
was  employed  as  freight  and  ticket  agent 
He  started  west  in  1864  and  located  in  Wis- 
consin, where  he  farmed  for  ten  years  before 
coming  to  Iowa.  In  this  state  he  engaged  in 
selling  agricultural  implements,  and  later  in 
the  general  stock  business  until  1885,  when 
be  was  elected  sheriff  of  Cass  County  and 
served  four  terms.  He  has  always  been  a 
working  republican  and  filled  various  town- 
ship offices,  besides  the  office  of  sheriff  and 
warden  of  the  Fort  Madison  penitentiary. 
He  was  chairman  of  the  republican  county 
central  committee  for  many  years,  and  was 
also  member  of  the  republican  state  central 
committee.  His  counsel  was  considered  very 
valuable  and  important  by  the  party  leaders 
who  knew  him,  and  he  is  generally  known 
throughout  the  state  as  a  resourceful  and 
active  party  worker.  His  record  as  warden 
of  the  penitentiary  has  been  one  of  increas- 
ing credit  to  himself  and  advantage  to  the 
state.  Being  a  first-class  business  man,  he 
has  insisted  upon  business  methods  in  the 
management  of  the  prison,  and  in  this  way 
has  earned  for  the  state  thousands  of  dol- 
lars. The  prison  was  never  in  as  good  con- 
dition as  it  is  at  the  present  under  his  man- 
agement. When  the  institution  came  under 
the  management  of  the  State  Board  of  Con- 
trol, Mr.  Jones'  position  became  a  perma- 
nent one,  and  in  1900  he  was  re-elected  by 
the  board  for  a  term  of  four  years. 

Mr.  Jones  is  a  Knight  Templar,  Mason 
and  Odd  Fellow  and  member  of  the  Knights 
cf  Pythias.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Odd  Fellows'  lodge  for  about  twenty-three 
years,  and  has  held  all  the  various  offices  in 
the  subordinate  lodge  and  also  in  the  En- 
crimpment.  He  was  married  January  7,  1864, 
to  Miss  Mary  E.  Perkins  of  Oswego  County, 
New  York.  They  have  three  children:  M. 
Anna,  Jesse  N.  and  C.  Rutger. 


JOHNSTON,  Charles  F.,  of  Sheffield, 
twice  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives from  Franklin  County,  is  a  young  man 
of  unassuming,  though  dignified,  manner, 
who  has  won  a  prominent  position  in  the 
state  both  in  his  profession  and  in  politics. 
His  father,  James  J.  Johnston,  made  a  corn- 
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pctency  in  farming  and  stock  raising,  and 
now  lives  a  retired  life  at  Hampton.  He 
came  from  Ireland,  locating  in  Iowa  in  1855, 
and  still  owns  the  homestead  he  entered  in 
that  year.  His  wife  was  born  in  Ohio  of 
Scotch  parents.  Their  son,  Charles  F.,  was 
born  on  the  old  homestead  near  Hampton  on 
January  17,  1866.  His  early  education  was 
obtained  in  the  common  schools,  after  which 
be  attended  the  Hampton  High  School,  and 
graduated  therefrom  in  1887.  He  spent  two 
winters  teaching  country  school,  and  by 
'working  in  other  ways  managed  to  get 
enough  money  to  pursue  the  study  of  law. 
He  put  in  some  time  in  the  office  of  Henley 
&  Bedell  at  Hampton,  after  which  he  entered 
the  department  of  law  at  the  State  Uni- 
versity. On  October  7,  1891,  he  took  the 
examination  before  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Iowa  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  On  Sep- 
tember 26,  1888,  he  opened  a  law,  loan,  col- 
lection and  insurance  office  at  Sheffield,  with 
no  law  books  but  Conklin  &  Bissell's  Iowa 
Justice,  and  without  money.  In  1890  he  took 
in  as  a  partner  his  brother,  George  A.  Johns- 
ton, and  the  business  has  flourished  until 
now  Mr.  Johnston  is  rated  in  the  commer- 
cial reports  as  being  worth  $15,000.  He  has 
always  been  a  republican.     In  fact,  all  his 


ancestors  have  been  republicans  since  the 
foundation  of  that  party.  He  was  elected 
president  of  the  Franklin  County  Repub- 
lican Club  in  1888,  and  was  mayor  of  Shef- 
field for  two  terms,  being  at  that  time  the 
youngest  mayor  in  the  state.  He  was  elected 
a  member  of  the  Twenty-sixth  General  As- 
sembly, and  was  the  first  native  born  citizen 
to  receive  that  honor  from  the  people  of 
Franklin  County.  Though  not  pushing  him- 
self forward  in  that  body  and  thereby  frit- 
tering away  his  influence,  he  was,  neverthe- 
less, a  potent  factor  in  the  enactment  of  much 
legislation  during  the  session.  He  occupied 
the  important  position  of  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  Elections,  and  was  a  member 
of  the  Ways  and  Means,  Judiciary,  Private 
Corporations,  Rules,  Building  and  Loan, 
Federal  Relations,  Industrial  Schools  and 
the  fourth  division  of  the  Code  Revision 
committees.  In  1897  Mr.  Johnston  was  re- 
elected by  a  large  majority,  and  in  his  sec- 
end  session  served  as  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee on  Railways  and  was  one  of  the  lead- 
ers of  the  House.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  has  held  several  high 
offices  in  the  gift  of  the  order.  June  29, 
1S92,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Emma  Delle 
Hacker,  also  a  native  of  Franklin  County. 
They  have  one  son,  Charles  Frederick  Johns- 
ton, Jr.,  born  January  1,  1895.  Mr.  Johns- 
ton is  a  Christian  gentleman  and  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Church. 


KING,  Frank  Ray,  M.  D.,  Ps.  D.,  of 
Anita,  was  born  at  that  place  March  15, 
1874.  On  his  mother's  side  he  is  of  southern 
extraction.  Her  maiden  name  was  Mary  J. 
Martin,  and  her  father,  Ely  Martin,  was  a 
pioneer  of  West  Virginia,  possessed  of  the 
true  pioneer  spirit,  and  was  an  early  settler 
oi  Indiana,  eastern  Iowa  and  Cass  County, 
Iowa,  as  well  as  of  West  Virginia.  On  his 
father's  side  he  is  descended  from  the  New 
\ork  Dutch  of  colonial  times.  His  father 
was  S.  S.  King  of  Pennsylvania,  who  was 
a  carpenter  by  trade,  but  finally  engaged  in 
farming  in  Cass  County,  Iowa. 

Dr.  King's  education  was  obtained  in  the 
country  schools,  the  Anita  High  School, 
Highland  Park  Normal  College  at  Des 
Moines,  and  finally  in  Barnes*  Medical  Col- 
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lege,  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  from  which  he 
graduated  in  1896.  He  at  once  located  for 
the  practice  of  medicine  at  his  native  town 
of  Anita,  where  he  now  resides  and  enjoys  a 
fine  practice.  He  is  a  member  of  the  secret 
orders,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  Eastern  Star  and  K. 
ot  P.;  also  of  the  Botna  Valley  Medical 
Society  and  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion. He  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Dr.  King  was  married  April  29,  1896,  to 
Eliza  Butchler. 


KYTE,  Francis  M.,  of  Osceola,  is  a 
Hoosier,  born  in  Indiana,  near  Salem,  in 
Washington  County,  March  4,  1839.  He  is 
a  son  of  Lewis  and  Catherine  Colglazier 
Kyte,  both  natives  of  Ohio,  and  both  early 
settlers  in  Indiana,  where  the  father  died  in 
185 1.  The  mother  reached  the  advanced  age 
of  101  years  and  died  in  Weldon  on  the  27th 
day  of  July,  1894.  The  family  consisted  of 
eight  sons  and  three  daughters,  all  but  one  of 
whom  lived  to  maturity,  the  eldest  now  liv- 
ing being  eighty-two  years  old.  Francis  M. 
passed  his  boyhood  on  a  farm  in  his  native 
county,  living  there  till  after  the  death  of 


his  father.  He  was  then  thiiteen  years  old. 
In  the  fall  of  the  same  year,  1852,  his  mother 
removed  with  her  family  to  Iowa,  and  lo- 
cated in  Clarke  County,  where  Francis 
passed  his  youth  and  manhood  days  up  to 
the  present  time,  save  the  four  years  he  was 
absent  in  the  army.  In  July,  1861,  he  en- 
listed and  was  assigned  to  Company  F,  Sixth 
Iowa  Infantry,  serving  as  sergeant  until  Jan- 
uary, 1864,  when  he  re-enlisted  and  was  pro- 
moted to  first  lieutenant,  and  served  as  such 
till  mustered  out  in  July,  1865.  He  partici- 
pated in  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  the  siege  of 
Corinth,  Mission  Ridge,  the  Atlanta  cam- 
paign, and  in  the  march  to  Savannah,  thence 
br.ck  to  RoMa  and  Bentonville.  After  the 
war  he  returned  to  Osceola  and  attended 
Bryant  &  Stratton's  Business  College,  after 
which  he  taught  school  for  two  years.  He 
was  elected  auditor  of  Clarke  County  in  the 
fall  of  1869,  and  served  till  January,  1874. 
Tor  four  years  he  engaged  in  the  grocery 
business,  after  which  he  was  again  elected 
county  auditor,  serving  six  consecutive 
terms.  He  also  served  as  city  clerk  of  the 
city  of  Osceola  twenty-five  years.  Mr. 
Kyte  was  elected  to  the  Twenty-third  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  and  participated  in  the  dead- 
lock session.  As  auditor  he  was  an  efficient 
and  reliable  officer,  and  as  member  of  the 
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Legislature  he  was  a  safe  and  intelligent  leg- 
islator. He  was  married  in  August,  1868, 
to  ftliss  Nancy  L.  Key,  daughter  of  Nathan 
Key  of  Clarke  County.  They  have  a  family 
of  four  children:  Charles,  Laura,  George 
and  Helen.  Since  Mr.  Kyte's  service  in  the 
Legislature,  he  has  been  engaged  in  real 
estate,  loan  and  insurance  business.  He  is 
a  member  of  Masonry  Lodge,  No.  *j*j,  Chap- 
ter 63,  Commandery  No.  21.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  Mr. 
Kyte  was  appointed  supervisor  of  census  for 
the  Eighth  Congressional  District  of  Iowa 
for  the  twelfth  census. 


KNOEPFLER,  John  Baptist,  who  was 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  in  1892 
and  1893,  the  World's  Fair  period,  and  who, 
until  recently,  held  the  position  of  city  super- 
intendent of  schools  at  Lansing,  is  a  man 
whose  genuine  honesty  and  conscientious 
work  have  won  for  him  a  state-wide  reputa- 
tion as  a  thorough  scholar  and  a  progressive 
educator,  and  all  without  the  sounding  of 
his  own  trumpet,  for  modesty  is  one  of  his 
leading  characteristics.  He  has  risen  to  the 
enviable  position  he  now  occupies  among 
Iowa  school  men,  from  the  humblest  begin- 
nings and  by  his  own  efforts  with  little  as- 
sistance from  others. 

He  was  born  February  13,  1852,  at  Neu- 
kirch,  Wurttemberg,  Germany,  and  is  the 
son  of  John  and  Katharine  Winkler 
Knoepfler.  His  father,  a  carpenter  and  far- 
mer, believing  that  his  children  would  enjoy 
broader  opportunities  in  free  America,  immi- 
grated to  this  com? try  in  1854,  locating  first 
in  Detroit,  when  his  son  John  was  but  two 
years  old.  He  was  unfamiliar  with  the  coun- 
try and  its  language  and  had  but  little 
money,  but,  never  shrinking  from  hard  work, 
he  faithfully  supported  his  family,  and  in 
the  same  year,  1854,  moved  to  Oakland 
County,  Michigan.  Here  J.  B.  Knoepfler 
grew  up,  gaining  discipline  and  habits  of  in- 
dustry by  working  on  a  stony,  stumpy  farm, 
Hearing  and  breaking  the  timber  land,  and 
haying  with  a  scythe  or  harvesting  with  a 
cradle.  He  attended  school  in  the  winter, 
and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  began  teaching 
and  "boarding  'round."  Working  on  the 
farm   during   vacations,    he   saved   enough 


money  to  give  him  three  years  at  Mil  ford 
Union  School,  where  he  received  training 
in  a  normal  course  under  some  of  Michi- 
gan's ablest  educators.  He  then  taught  two 
years  in  the  copper  mining  regions  around 
Lake  Superior,  improving  the  opportunity 
for  learning  all  he  could  about  the  operation 
and  details  of  this  important  industry  by 
"going  underground"  with  the  miners  oc- 
casionally and  taking  part  with  them  in  their 
}  arious  forms  of  work. 

Superintendent  Knoepfler  came  to  Iowa  in 
1876,  accepting  a  position  as  principal  of 
schools  at  Fayette,  where  he  entered  upon 


his  duties  December  11.  Here  he  remained 
six  years,  and  his  earnest  work  was  highly 
endorsed  by  every  one.  He  was  very  pop- 
ular during  this  period  among  the  students 
of  Upper  Iowa  University,  as  an  honorary 
member  of  the  Philomathean  Society.  The 
college  boys  liked  him  for  his  genial  disposi- 
tion and  sound  judgment,  for  his  skill  in  de- 
bate and  for  his  honesty  and  unassuming 
manners.  In  1882  Professor  Knoepfler  was 
elected  superintendent  of  the  city  schools  at 
West  Union,  remaining  seven  years  and  re- 
ceiving much  credit  for  his  systematic  or- 
ganization of  the  schools  and  for  his  revision 
of  the  course  of  study.  In  1889  he  took 
charge  of  the  schools  in  I-ansing,  and  here 
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his  success  was  even  more  pronounced  than 
elsewhere.  He  was  elected  to  his  position  at 
Lansing  every  time  by  a  unanimous  vote  of 
the  board.  In  the  spring  of  1900  the  board 
of  directors  of  the  State  Normal  School  "at 
Cedar  Falls,  by  unanimous  vote,  elected  Su- 
perintendent Knoepfler  professor  of  German 
in  that  institution,  a  new  department  to  be 
organized  and  opened  in  September  of  that 
year.  He  accepted,  and  at  once  resigned  his 
position  at  Lansing,  to  which  he  had  just 
been  unanimously  re-elected  for  the  ensuing 
school  year.  He  has  thus  twice  resigned  his 
position  at  Lansing,  each  time  to  accept  a 
promotion,  a  higher  position,  and  each  time 
the  board  has  spread  on  its  records  highly 
complimentary  resolutions  of  him,  his  work 
and  his  influence. 

For  many  years  he  has  been  an  institute 
instructor  in  many  counties  of  northeastern 
Iowa,  and  in  this  line  of  work  he  has  few 
superiors.  His  ideas  of  education  are  broad, 
progressive  and  practical,  yet  conservative 
enough  to  be  sound  and  reliable.  He  is  a 
close  student,  having  the  typical  energy  and 
persistence  of  the  German.  He  is  a  thor- 
ough scholar  in  his  native  language  and  also 
reads  and  speaks  French.  His  English  is 
terse  and  vigorous.  His  favorite  specialty 
is  mathematics. 

Superintendent  Knoepfler  has  always  been 
a  democrat,  but  favors  sound  money,  and 
was  identified  in  1896  with  the  national  dem- 
ocrats. In  1 89 1  he  was  nominated  for  state 
superintendent,  the  honor  being  as  little 
sought  as  it  was  richly  deserved.  In  his  elec- 
tion the  office  was  filled  by  a  democrat  for  the 
first  time  in  over  a  third  of  a  century.  The 
duties  here  were  performed  with  his  charac- 
teristic faithfulness  and  painstaking,  win- 
ning admiration  from  all  who  knew  of  his 
work.  He  was  again  nominated  in  1893, 
but,  with  the  other  democrats  of  that  year, 
was  defeated.  In  1897  his  name  was  placed 
on  the  democratic  ticket  for  the  same  office. 
Upon  his  retirement  in  1894,  he  resumed  his 
former  position  at  Lansing,  which  he  held 
until  1900,  being  thus  the  first  state  superin- 
tendent to  return  at  once  to  the  ranks  of  the 
teachers,  for  which  he  gained  many  friends 
and  was  commended  on  all  sides  by  his  fel- 
low educators. 

Superintendent  Knoepfler  forms  strong 
attachments    for    people    and    places.     To 


break  off  associations  long  formed,  as  some- 
times becomes  necessary  by  a  change  of  loca- 
tion, is  to  him  positively  painful.  His  fond- 
ness for  the  picturesque  scenety  of  his 
Lansing  home  almost  amounts  to  a  passion. 
The  majestic  Mississippi,  its  lagoons  and 
islands,  with  its  opportunities  for  outdoor 
recreations;  the  winding,  green  valleys  be- 
tween the  eternal  bluffs  and  verdure-covered 
slopes,  with  the  variety  and  charm  of  bird 
song  in  these  surroundings, — all  these  pos- 
sess for  him  a  fascination  real  and  inde- 
scribable, stamping  him  as  an  ardent  lover 
of  nature  and  of  nature's  charms.  His  ex- 
treme sensitiveness  to  the  pathetic  and  to  the 
grief  of  others  is  but  another  form  of  this 
same  sensibility. 

The  Superintendent  is  a  Knight  of  Pythias 
and  attends  and  supports  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  though  not  a  member  of  it.  He  was 
married  August  24,  1880,  to  Miss  Emma 
Louise  Gundry  of  Lake  Linden,  Michigan. 
They  have  two  children :  Kathryn  C,  born 
June  23,  1 88 1,  and  Karl  J.,  born  April  16, 
1890.  Other  than  the  foregoing,  he  has  no 
relatives  in  America  except  a  brother,  Joseph 
A.  Knoepfler,  still  living  in  the  western  part 
of  Oakland  County,  Michigan. 


KAMRAR,  John  L.  This  distinguished 
citizen  of  Webster  City  was  born  in  Union 
County,  Pennsylvania,  October  12.  1842,  the 
third  son  of  John  and  Mary  McGill  Kam- 
rar,  natives  of  that  state  and  of  Gerrjan  and 
Scotch  ancestry.  Up  to  his  fifteenth  year  the 
family  remained  on  their  home  farm,  when 
they  removed  to  Stephenson  County,  Illinois. 

Mr.  Kamrar  received  his  education  largely 
in  the  common  schools,  though  he  attended 
tor  a  time  the  academy  at  Franklin,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  the  high  school  at  Mt.  Carroll, 
Illinois.  Graduating  from  this  latter  insti- 
tution in  1863,  he  became  principal  of  the 
public  schools  at  Savanna,  Illinois.  Re- 
signing this  position  in  the  fall  of  1864  he 
enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company  E  of  the 
One  Hundred  and  Forty-sixth  Illinois  Vol- 
unteer Infantry,  in  which  he  was  soon  after- 
wards elected  second  lieutenant.  This  reg- 
iment saw  no  service  in  the  field,  but  was 
scattered  out  in  details  doing  provost  duty. 
On  the  5th  of  October,  1865,  Mr.  Kamrar 
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was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Frances 
A.  Sabin  of  Stephenson  County,  Illinois,  the 
third  daughter  of  Ralph  and  Amanda  Die 
Sabin.  Mrs.  Kamrar,  like  her  husband,  was 
born  and  reared  on  a  farm.  Her  education 
was  acquired  in  the  Freeport  High  School 
and  at  the  Ladies'  Seminary  at  Mt.  Carroll, 
in  that  state.  She  spent  some  time  herself 
in  teaching.  The  young  couple,  on  their  mar- 
riage, settled  on  a  farm,  but  in  the  spring  of 
1869,  removed  to  Webster  City,  where  they 
have  since  resided.  In  1870  Mr.  Kamrar 
entered  into  a  co-partnership  with  the  late 
Judge  D.  D.  Miracle  in  the  real  estate  and 
abstract  business.  He  then  began  the  study 
of  law  in  good  earnest,  having  before  that 
done  more  or  less  desultory  reading.  He 
vas  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1872  in  the  court 
of  the  late  Judge  Daniel  D.  Chase.  From 
that  time  to  the  present  Mr.  Kamrar  has 
been  one  of  the  leading,  hard-working  law- 
yers of  that  county  and  district.  In  his  pro- 
fession he  has  won  distinguished  success. 
He  has  been  engaged  in  many  of  the  most 
important  cases  ever  tried  in  his  section  of 
the  state,  winning  his  share  of  them.  As  a 
lawyer  he  is  able  and  vigilant,  leaving  no 
honorable  thing  undone  to  merit  the  confi- 
dence of  clients,  courts  and  jurors.  Certain 
it  is  that  no  man  has  ever  more  honestly  dis- 


couraged litigation,  unless  the  prospect  was 
good  for  more  than  an  attorney's  fee  and  a 
bill  of  costs.  Mr.  Kamrar  has  come  to  a 
high  position  in  the  city  and  county  of  his 
residence,  as  an  enterprising,  public-spirited 
business  man,  as  well  as  that  of  an  able 
lawyer.  He  is  a  loyal  republican  of  the  ag- 
gressive kind,  but  he  is  held  in  the  highest 
esteem  by  his  neighbors  of  all  parties.  He 
lives  in  good  style  in  one  of  the  finest  of  the 
many  fine  homes  of  Webster  City.  His 
house  is  surrounded  by  spacious  and  beauti- 
ful grounds,  artistically  designed  and  well 
kept. 

With  no  knowledge  of  the  amount  of  his 
wealth,  the  writer  surmises  that  Mr.  Kamrar 
is  one  of  the  foremost  of  the  substantial  men 
of  Hamilton  County;  his  wealth  has  been 
acquired,  not  by  tricks,  finessing  or  gambling, 
but  through  the  legitimate  exercise  of  busi- 
ness ability  of  a  high  order.  Aside  from  his 
professional  and  business  labors,  Mr.  Kam- 
rar was  chosen  to  the  State  Senate  for  four 
years,  1882  and  1884.  He  introduced  and 
secured  the  passage  of  several  meritorious 
bills,  which  became  laws  and  still  remain  on 
the  statute  books.  At  the  republican  state 
convention  in  1895  he  was  a  leading  candi- 
l:>te  for  the  governorship,  securing  a  sup- 
i  ort  which,  while  not  sufficient  to  nominate, 
was  yet  in  the  highest  degree  honorable  and 
complimentary.  Mr.  Kamrar  is  yet  in  the 
prime  of  his  useful  life,  blessed  with  health 
and  abundant  means.  His  honorable  and 
useful  career  is  by  no  means  finished. 


KLEMME,  H.  J.  In  Franklin  County, 
Indiana,  on  February  7,  1854,  was  born  the 
gentleman  whose  name  is  the  caption  of 
this  sketch,  and  who  is  now  a  highly  suc- 
cessful lumber  dealer  of  Belmond,  Iowa. 
The  parents  of  Mr.  Klemme  were  natives  of 
Germany,  but  left  the  mother  country  in 
their  early  youth,  settling  upon  a  farm  in 
the  county  where  Mr.  Klemme  was  born. 
They  came  to  Iowa  in  the  spring  of  1862, 
locating  near  Ridgeway,  in  Winneshiek 
County,  where  they  broke  up  a  prairie  farm 
under  the  most  severe  and  adverse  circum- 
stances. Their  nearest  market  for  many 
years  thereafter  was  McGregor,  sixty  miles 
distant.    As  an  illustration  of  the  manner  in 
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which  the  first  money  of  Mr.  Klemme's  pres- 
ent snug  little  fortune  was  made,  it  may  be 
said  that  it  was  earned  in  grubbing  out 
stumps  on  timber  farms  at  five  cents  per 
stump.  It  was  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
that  his  first  trip  away  from  home  was  made. 
It  consisted  of  a  tour  of  the  western  states, 
covering  a  period  of  one  and  one-half  years, 
and  to  the  experience  and  practical  informa- 
tion gained  thereon  Mr.  Klemme  attributes 
the  signal  success  of  later  years.  In  1876, 
with  one  thousand  dollars  presented  to  him 
by  his  father,  together  with  three  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  saved  from  his  own  earn- 
ings, he  purchased  a  farm  in  Hancock 
County.  Father  Klemme  purchased  640 
acres  adjoining  the  farm  of  the  young  man, 
who  for  three  years  had  entire  charge  of 
both  farms.  In  the  fall  of  1881  Mr.  Klemme 
removed  to  Belmond  and  engaged  in  the 
lumber  business,  where  he  has  resided  ever 
since,  and  he  is  considered  one  of  the  most 
successful  lumber  dealers  in  northwestern 
Iowa.  He  has  business  interests  in  several 
different  towns  in  that  section.  Following 
the  completion  of  the  Burlington,  Cedar 
Rapids  &  Northern  Railroad  from  Dows  to 
Forest  City,  Mr.  Klemme  platted  and  laid 
out  the  town  of  Klemme,  a  beautiful  little 
city  which  will  ever  stand  as  a  monument 


to  the  enterprise  of  the  man  whose  name  it 
bears. 

Mr.  Klemme's  first  vote  was  cast  for  a 
republican,  and  he  has  ever  remained  stead- 
fast to  that  faith.  He  has  held  the  offices  of 
township  clerk  and  justice  of  the  peace  in 
Hancock  County,  and  in  Wright  County 
served  one  term  as  mayor,  and  six  years  in 
the  city  council  of  Belmond.  He  has  always 
manifested  a  warm  interest  in  educational 
affairs  and  is  usually  found  filling  the  posi- 
tion of  school  director.  He  is  a  promoter  of 
and  a  generous  contributor  to  all  matters  of 
public  interest  in  his  county,  and  gives  un- 
sparingly of  his  time  and  means  to  all  works 
of  a  benevolent  character.  It  is  a  fact  uni- 
versally known  that  no  poor  or  needy  person 
ever  leaves  a  Klemme  door  empty  handed. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  having  united  with  that  organiza- 
tion thirty  years  ago. 

Mr.  Klemme  was  married  in  1880  to  Miss 
Effie  M.  Hoyt,  and  their  married  life  has 
been  most  congenial  and  happy.  Four  chil- 
dren have  been  born  to  them:  Jessie,  Ray- 
mond, Ruth  and  Glen,  aged  sixteen,  thir- 
teen, five  and  three  years,  respectively. 


KNOTT,  Edward,  of  Waverly,  has  been 
for  many  years  prominently  connected  with 
the  agricultural  interests  of  our  state,  and 
has  built  up  an  enviable  reputation  in  his 
line  of  business.  Mr.  Knott  is  of  pure  Eng- 
lish descent.  His  father's  family  were  for 
some  hundreds  of  years  owners  of  the  West 
Hampnett  flouring  mills  near  Chicester,  Sus- 
sex, England.  The  house  they  occupied  is 
still  standing  and  in  fine  repair,  although 
the  family  in  that  country  is  extinct.  Vis- 
itors at  the  present  day  may  read  the  name 
"Knott"  carved  in  stone  over  the  great  en- 
trance door.  One  of  the  oldest  tombstones 
in  the  churchyard  is  that  of  Hannah  and 
Pannott  Knott.  The  family  was  prominent 
in  the  council  and  government  of  their  coun- 
try and  held  many  important  positions  in  the 
seventeenth  and  eighteenth  centuries.  John 
Knott  was  mayor  of  Chicester  before  the 
Napoleonic  wars. 

Mr.  Knott's  father,  Alfred  Knott,  was  for 
many  years  a  dealer  in  corn  in  Mark  Lane, 
London,  and  was  also  engaged  in  the  mill- 
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ing  business,  having  mills  in  London  and  in 
Stoke,  Surrey.  He  married  Jane  Blunden, 
who  was  born  near  Chicester  on  the  Blun- 
den farm,  which  was  in  possession  of  her 
forefathers  for  many  generations.  In  1852 
they  came  to  America  and  settled  in  Belvi- 
dere,  Illinois. 

Edward  Knott  was  born  at  Trayford, 
Sussex,  England,  on  the  4th  of  March,  1842, 
and  was  educated  at  private  schools  in  Lon- 
don. He  came  to  Iowa  in  1861,  and  lo- 
cated at  Janesville,  Bremer  County,  working 
at  first  upon  a  farm  for  $13  a  month.  He 
was  afterwards  employed  by  T.  F.  Beswick 
of  Cedar  Falls  to  buy  grain  at  Janes- 
ville. From  there  he  removed  to  Wav- 
erly  and  engaged  in  the  livery  and  grain 
business.  Later  he  became  engaged  in  buy- 
ing and  shipping  horses  to  the  eastern  mar- 
kets and  formed  a  partnership  with  G.  W. 
Jones  of  Woburn,  Massachusetts,  which  has 
continued  to  the  present  time.  He  also  made 
a  similar  arrangement  with  C.  H.  Hanson  of 
Buffalo,  New  York,  where  they  built  up  an 
extensive  business.  During  the  past  nine 
years  Mr.  Knott  has  been  largely  engaged 
in  importing  blooded  horses  from  England, 
Scotland,  France,  Germany  and  Belgium, 
and  has  made  many  trips  abroad  for  that 
purpose. 


On  January  31,  1864,  Mr.  Knott  was 
married  to  Ann  Eliza  Eyster.  Of  their 
oight  children,  five  are  now  living:  John, 
Carrie,  Marion  E.,  Alfred  and  Josephine 
Blunden.  Mr.  Knott  is  a  member  and  senior 
warden  of  the  St.  Andrew's  Episcopal 
Church.  Co-operating  with  others,  Mr. 
Knott  built  the  Waverly  Short  Line  Rail- 
way, and  is  president  of  the  company.  He 
was  president  for  eleven  years  of  the  Bremer 
County  Fair  Association,  and  councilman 
of  the  city  for  four  years.  Politically,  he 
has  always  been  a  republican,  and  was  ap- 
pointed postmaster  by  President  Garfield  and 
reappointed  by  President  Hayes.  General 
Harrison  appointed  him  United  States  mar- 
shal for  the  Northern  District  of  Iowa.  He 
was  reappointed  to  the  same  position  by 
President  McKinley  in  1897. 


KENT,  John  B.,  a  prominent  and  active 
and  successful  business  man  in  Rolfe,  Po- 
cahontas County,  was  born  October  26, 
[859  in  Harrison  County,  Ohio.  He  is  the 
•.on  of  A.  J.  Kent,  and  his  mother's  maiden 
name  was  Rebecca  H.  Arnold.  Mr.  Kent 
came  to  Iowa  in  1862  and  has  been  one  of  the 
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active  forces  in  the  development  of  north- 
western Iowa.  He  has  led  an  industrious  and 
useful  life,  performing  his  full  part  in  the 
duties  of  citizenship.  For  a  time  he  served 
in  the  regular  army,  being  discharged  in 
1884.  In  politics,  he  has  always  been  a  re- 
publican and  has  been  considerably  inter- 
ested in  politics  in  his  county.  In  1899  he 
was  elected  to  represent  his  district,  Poca- 
hontas and  Humboldt  Counties,  in  the  lower 
Louse  of  the  Twenty-eighth  General  As- 
sembly, and  served  on  the  committees  on 
Compensation  of  Public  Officers,  Roads  and 
Highways,  Military,  Claims  and  other  com- 
mittees. He  is  now  engaged  in  the  real 
estate  business  in  Rolfe,  where  he  has  lived 
since  1884.  He  belongs  to  the  Masonic- 
order  and  Odd  Fellows.  Mr.  Kent  was 
married  in  May,  1885,  to  Susie  M.  Struth- 
ers,  daughter  of  a  prominent  farmer  near 
Rolte.  They  have  three  children:  Mac, 
lorn  ;n  1887;. Don,  born  in  1890,  and  Dol- 
liver,  born  in  1893. 


KEABLES,  Benjamin  F.,  a  retired  phy- 
sician and  ex-member  of  the  Iowa  Legisla- 
••■re,  now  a  resident  of  Pella,  was  born  in 
Genesee  County,  New  York,  November  30, 
1828,  of  Michael  Keablcs  and  Nancy  Brom- 
ley Keables.  Michael  Keables  was  born  at 
Stonington,  Connecticut,  in  1792.  He  was 
a  sailor,  his  father  being  in  command  of  a 
vessel,  and  while  in  that  position  the  son 
Michael  visited  almost  every  port  of  the 
world.  While  home  on  leave  of  absence  he 
participated  in  the  defense  of  Stonington, 
when  it  was  bombarded  by  the  British,  for 
which  he  was  allowed  a  land  warrant  after 
coming  to  Iowa.  His  mother  was  born  in 
Norwich,  Connecticut,  and  was  of  French  de- 
sert. Her  ancestors  came  to  America  soon 
?fter  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrims,  and  suf- 
fered much  of  the  persecution  visited  upon 
Baptists  during  the  early  settlement  of 
Rhode  Island.  A  descendant  of  this  same 
f?mily  of  Bromleys  has  occupied  the  posi- 
fVn  of  assistant  editor  of  the  New  York 
Tribune  for  the  past  thirty-five  years. 
Michael  Keables  was  an  active  member  of 
the  Masonic  order  for  over  fifty  years,  and 
while  living  in  Genesee  County,  New  York, 
he  was  present  as  a  visitor  in  the  lodge  when 


the  charges  were  preferred  against  Morgan, 
whose  'rial  made  such  a  profound  sensation 
throughout  the  country. 

Following  the  completion  of  his  school 
rducation  in  Michigan,  where  he  had  been 
trised  and  taught  one  term  of  school,  Dr. 
keables  went  on  foot  to  Oswego,  Illinois, 
where  he  ha'J  been  tendered  the  position  of 
teacher  in  the  schools.  Upon  his  arrival  the 
directors  concluded  he  was  too  young  to 
t^ke  charge  of  so  many  large  and  unruly 
young  men,  and  he  was  obliged  to  work  at 
the  carpenter  trade  during  the  summer. 
I  ater,  when  many  other  teachers  had  failed 
with  the  school,  the  directors  again  sought 
Irm  to  take  charge  of  it,  which  he  did,  and 
with  entire  success.  Concluding  to  embrace 
the  profession  of  medicine,  he  entered  the 
office  of  Dr.  Willis  Danforth,  following  the 
c!os;ng  of  his  school  term,  where  he  re- 
mained for  some  time.  In  1850  his  preceptor 
advised  him  to  enter  the  medical  department 
of  the  State  University  of  Iowa,  which  had 
nst  been  located  at  Keokuk,  which  he  did. 
He  graduated  from  that  institution  ih  the 
sorine  of  1852,  and  at  once  started  on  foot 
for  Pella,  with  thirty-five  dollars  in  his 
pocket,  a  loan  made  him  by  his  father,  which 
was  the  only  assistance  he  received  after 

!eaving  home.     His  shingle  was  swung  in 
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the  breezes  at  Pella  for  two  months  before 
his  professional  services  were  called  for, 
and  the  first  fee,  which  was  fifty  cents,  was 
paid  in  silver,  which  may  account  for  the 
Doctor's  present  leaning  towards  bimetal- 
lism. In  1853,  as  president  of  the  school 
board,  he  was  largely  instrumental  in  se- 
curing a  favorable  vote  for  a  tax  to  build  a 
school  house,  which  was  one  of  the  first  brick 
school  houses  erected  in  that  part  of  the  state. 
February  24,  1853,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Sarah  J.,  eldest  daughter  of  Rev.  H.  P. 
Scholte,  founder  nf  the  colony  01  Holland- 
ers at  Pella.  In  the  spring  of  1854  he  was 
selected  by  the  whigs  of  his  county  as  candi- 
date for  county  superintendent  of  schools, 
but  was  defeated  by  John  B.  Hamilton,  a 
very  popular  and  excellent  man.  At  the 
breaking  out  of  the  war  he  tendered  his  ser- 
vices to  Governor  Kirkwood  and  was  com- 
missioned assistant  surgeon  of  the  Third 
Iowa  Infantry.  He  joined  the  regiment  at 
Corinth,  and  the  day  following  his  arrival 
the  regimental  surgeon  was  sent  home  sick. 
This  left  Dr.  Keables  in  sole  charge,  a  try- 
ing position  considering  that  he  was  an  en- 
tire stranger  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of 
the  army.  In  the  terrible  engagement  at 
Hatchie  Dr.  Keables  played  a  conspicuous 
and  daring  part.  A'few  days  after  the  bat- 
tle the  colonel  of  the  regiment  handed  the 
Doctor  a  letter,  which  was  intended  for  Gov- 
ernor Kirkwood,  and  signed  by  the  three 
principal  officers  in  command.    It  read : 

"Governor :  Please  promote  Dr.  Keables 
at  once.    He  has  earned  it  well." 

It  is  needless  to  say  that  the  commission 
came  by  return  mail,  and  in  remembrance 
of  the  affair  at  the  battle  of  the  Hatchie, 
Adjutant  General  Baker  wrote  across  the 
discharge  papers  of  the  Doctor  in  his  peculiar 
style,  "A  brave  man." 

Dr.  Keables  was  a  representative  in  the 
Thirteenth  General  Assembly,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  extra  session  which  adopted 
the  1870  code.  He  was  re-elected  to  the 
Legislature  in  the  fall  of  1872,  but  in  1882, 
when  again  a  candidate,  he  was  defeated, 
as  were  many  republican  candidates,  be- 
cause of  the  prohibition  plank  in  the  party 
platform.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Pension 
Examining  Board  under  President  Harri- 
son; since  which  time  he  has  retired  from 


active  practice,  and  enjoys  life  in  the  society 
of  his  family,  consisting  of  his  wife  and 
three  sons :  Henry  S.,  John  B.  and  Haller  F. 
The  latter  is  a  physician,  succeeding  his 
father  in  the  practice  of  medicine.  He  has 
two  daughters,  May  and  Kate  Frances,  at 
present  professor  of  Latin  in  Central  Uni- 
versity of  Iowa. 

The  Doctor  is  a  member  of  the  Army  of 
the  Tennessee  and  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic.  In  February,  1900,  he  was 
appointed  by  President  McKinley  to  be  post- 
master of  Pella,  and  is  filling  the  office  with 
entire  satisfaction  to  its  patrons. 


'  KEENAN,  C.  S.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  (full  name  Charles  Smith  Keenan) 
is  a  lawyer  by  profession;  was  admited  to 
practice  in  the  circuit  court  of  Page  County 
June  10,  1876,  and  "has  practiced  his  profes- 
sion continuously  ever  since.  He  has  been  a 
resident  of  Shenandoah,  Page  County,  since 
the  fall  of  1870. 

He  was  born  in  the  town  of  Gilboa, 
Schoharie  County,  New  York,  on  the  10th 
day  of  September,  1844.  He  attended  the 
common  school  of  Schoharie  County  till  he 
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was  ten  years  old,  when  his  parents  removed 
to  Chenango  County,  near  the  town  of 
Nineveh,  Broome  County,  New  York,  in  the 
Susquehanna  valley,  where  Mr.  Keenan  fin- 
ished his  education  in  the  common  schools 
ct  that  county,  while  for  a  livelihood  and 
a  business,  he  followed  the  vocation  of  a 
farmer. 

On  the  29th  day  of  March,  1869,  he  was 
married  to  Ursula  Mayhew  of  Chenango 
County,  New  York,  the  daughter  of  Smith 
and  Adeline  Mayhew. 

In  the  fall  of  1870  he  removed  to  Shen- 
andoah, his  present  residence,  and  subse- 
quently took  up  the  study  of  law.  He  has 
two  children,  a  son  and  a  daughter :  Frank 
Keenan,  who  is  now  following  the  voca- 
tion of  a  farmer  near  the  city  of  Shenan- 
doah, and  Alice  Keenan,  who  at  the  present 
time  is  taking  a  classical  course  in  the  Tabor 
College  at  Tabor,  Fremont  County,  Iowa. 

He  is  of  Irish  descent,  the  seventh  child 
of  Patrick  and  Catherine  Keenan,  who  were 
married  at  Prattsville,  Green  County,  New 
York,  where  they  resided  a  number  of  years, 
subsequently  moving  to  Gilboa,  then  to 
Chenango  County,  and  at  a  still  later  date 
they  took  up  their  residence  at  Bingham- 
ton,  Broome  County,  where  they  are  now 
both  buried.  His  father's  business  was  that 
of  a  tanner,  which  he  followed  till  late  in 
life. 

Mr.  Keenan  is  not  a  communicant  with 
any  church  organization  and  has  not  been 
since  arriving  at  years  of  manhood.  He 
was  baptized,  educated  and  confirmed  in  the 
Catholic  Church. 

Since  his  admission  to  the  bar,  he  has 
constantly  followed  the  practice  of  the  law 
and  has  had  no  other  business  connected 
with  it  Among  the  notable  cases  in  which 
he  has  taken  part  and  which  have  attracted 
more  or  less  attention,  was  the  defense  of 
Finis  Allen,  charged  with  the  murder  of 
John  Long  at  Manti,  Fremont  County,  Iowa. 
The  defense  of  William  Mawhor,  who  was 
charged  with  having  poisoned  five  wives 
and  was  tried  on  an  indictment  charging  the 
killing  of  wife  No.  5  at  Avoca,  Iowa,  a 
change  of  venue  having  been  granted  by 
the  district  court  from  Fremont  County. 
Mawhor  was  acquitted  of  the  charge. 

He  also  figured  as  the  plaintiff's  attorney 
in  the  suit  of  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Boggess  vs. 
21 


Thomas  H.  Read,  a  banker  of  Shenandoah, 
Iowa,  and  obtained  a  verdict,  the  largest  one 
ever  rendered  by  a  jury  in  the  state  of  Iowa 
for  libel,  of  $7,500.  A  new  trial  was  sub- 
sequently granted  the  defendant  Read  and 
upon  a  retrial  the  amount  was  reduced,  but 
the  preacher  was  triumphantly  vindicated. 

Another  case  that  among  the  legal  fra- 
ternity, at  least,  has  attracted  a  great  deal  of 
attention,  was  the  litigation  growing  out  of 
the  failure  of  H.  S.  Wolff  in  November, 
1882,  and  in  the  race  of  creditors  that  fol- 
lowed Mr.  Keenan  was  successful  in  secur- 
ing for  his  clients  the  payment  of  $12,000 
of  collections.  The  unsecured  creditors 
combining  made  war  upon  the  transaction 
and  the  litigation  that  ensued  has  occupied 
the  courts  for  fifteen  years,  rivaling  in 
length  and  bitterness  the  celebrated  Jones 
County  iralf  case. 

He  is  a  member  of  Tri-Centum  Lodge, 
No.  300,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.;  Bruce  Com- 
mandery,  No.  34,  Red  Oak,  Iowa,  and  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine,  Kaaba  Temple,  Davenport, 
Iowa. 

In  politics  he  has  always  been  in  harmony 
with  the  republican  party.  In  the  fall  of 
1896  he  vigorously  and  earnestly  supported 
for  president  W.  J.  Bryan.  He  is  a  life  mem- 
ber of  the  Bimetallic  Association  of  Shen- 
andoah, Iowa,  but  never  held  any  kind  of  an 
office. 


KASTLIN,  Jacob,  of  West  Burlington, 
is  a  mechanic  of  rare  ability,  possessing  the 
fitness  for  such  work  peculiar  to  the  Swiss, 
and  having  been  thoroughly  trained  from 
early  years,  both  in  this  country  and  in 
Europe.  Like  himself,  his  parents  were 
both  natives  of  Switzerland,  and  came  from 
well-known  and  highly  respected  families. 
His  father,  Johannes  Kastlin,  was  born  in 
1825  in  St.  Margrethen,  Canton  of  St.  Gal- 
len.  He  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  St.  Margrethen  and  the  Arbon 
Seminary.  He  taught  school  for  several 
vears;  then  drifted  into  politics  and  became 
quite  a  prominent  figure  in  his  locality,  hold- 
ing numerous  responsible  positions.  He 
served  as  clerk  of  the  courts,  representative 
to  the  Canton  Assembly,  and  commissioner 
of  buildings.  He  died  in  1886.  Mr.  Kast- 
lin's  mother,  formerly  Anna  B.  Sondereg- 
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ger,  was  born  in  1828,  in  Balgach,  Switzer- 
land, and  is  still  living. 

J.  Kastlin  was  born  March  25,  1855,  in  his 
father's  native  town,  St.  Margrethen,  Can- 
ton of  St.  Gallen,  and  was  one  of  nine  chil- 
dren. He  entered  the  public  schools  of  the 
town  at  the  age  of  six,  and  continued  to  at- 
tend until  he  was  fifteen,  then  entering  an 
academy  at  Rheineck  in  his  native  canton, 
where  he  remained  two  years.  In  January, 
1873,  shortly  before  he  was  seventeen  years 
old,  he  apprenticed  himself  for  three  years 
in  the  machine  works  of  Busser  &  Co.  at 
Bruggen,  Switzerland,  and  under  the  terms 
of  his  agreement  was  to  receive  no  com- 
pensation for  h;s  services,  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  was  to  pay  300  francs,  or  about  $60, 
for  the  instruction  given  him.  But  such 
skill  and  aptitude  for  the  work  did  he  show, 
that  in  May,  1875,  his  employer  presented 
him  with  papers  releasing  him  from  the  con- 
tract, and  appointed  him  inspector  of  the 
erecting  shop.  A  year  later  the  young  man 
resigned  his  position  to  visit  the  Centennial 
Exposition  at  Philadelphia.  So  impressed 
was  he  with  the  greatness  of  this  new  coun- 
try and  its  progressive  policy,  that  he  con- 
cluded to  remain  here,  and  accordingly  se- 
cured a  position  with  one  of  the  machine 


works  of  Philadelphia.  In  November  of 
the  same  year  he  came  to  West  Burlington, 
and  after  spending  the  winter  in  study,  se- 
cured work  in  March,  1877,  with  the  Chi- 
cago, Burlington  &  Quincy  Railway  Com- 
pany, in  whose  employ  he  has  remained  ever 
since,  with  the  exception  of  eleven  months 
for  the  United  States  Railway  Stock  Com- 
pany in  Urbana,  Ohio.  He  began  in  an 
humble  position,  and  as  a  reward  for  ability 
and  faithfulness  has  been  successively  ad- 
vanced, until  he  now  holds  the  responsible 
position  of  general  foreman,  which  place 
has  been  his  since  1892. 

Mr.  Kastlin  is  a  republican  in  politics,  and 
has  been  elected  to  several  important  local 
offices.  He  has  served  as  town  trustee, 
mayor  and  school  director,  and  still  occu- 
pies the  last  named  office.  He  belongs  to 
the  Masonic  order,  and  is  an  Odd  Fellow. 
He  is  a  member  of  St.  Paul's  Evangelical 
Church  of  West  Burlington. 

Mr.  Kastlin  was  married  March  25,  1883, 
to  Miss  Louisa  B.  Warth,  daughter  of  J.  F. 
and  Elizabeth  Warth,  of  Burlington.  To 
them  two  children  have  been  born:  Katie 
E.,  December  24,  1883,  and  John  J.,  No- 
vember 27,  1884. 


KEMBLE,  John  M.,  the  well-known  law- 
yer  and  politician  of  Muscatine,  United 
States  Internal  Revenue  Collector  for  the 
Southern  District  of  Iowa,  is  a  native  of  the 
state,  having  been  born  in  Oskaloosa,  April 
11,  1856.  The  family  is  well  known,  es- 
pecially in  southeastern  Iowa.  Mr.  Kem- 
ble's  father,  Amos  Kemble,  and  his  mother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Jane  Appel,  are 
still  living  in  Muscatine.  His  brothers  are 
the  famous  florists  of  that  name  in  Oska- 
loosa, being  the  largest  rose  growers  in  Iowa 
John  M.  graduated  from  the  Oskaloosa  High 
School  May  7,  1875,  and  until  he  was 
twenty-three  years  old  worked  with  his 
father  and  brothers  in  the  market  gardening 
and  fruit  and  vegetable  camming  business. 
They  established  the  first  canning  factory  in 
Iowa.  For  the  last  five  years  of  his  con- 
nection with  the  business  John  M.  was  fore- 
man and  partner.  In  1880  they  removed  to 
Muscatine  and  operated  a  canning  factory- 
there  for  a  time.    After  the  first  year  John 
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M.  went  to  Kansas  and  spent  nearly  a  year, 
his  health  being  very  poor.  Not  being  able 
to  do  much  hard  work  in  the  business,  he 
began  to  study  law  in  1882  in  the  office  of 
H.  J.  Lauder,  of  Muscatine,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  the  following  year,  so  he 
must  have  studied  to  good  purpose.  That 
fall  he  opened  a  law  office  in  Wilton,  which 
he  sold  in  six  months,  after  having  built  up 
a  very  lucrative  practice,  and  prepared  to 
remove  to  Washington  Territory.  But  sick- 
ness prevented,  and  in  1885  Mr.  Kemble 
formed  a  partnership  with  Allen  Broomhill 
in  Muscatine.  This  continued  until  1890, 
after  which  Mr.  Kemble  practiced  alone  for 
two  years,  and  then  entered  into  a  partner- 
ship with  C.  C.  Horton,  of  Muscatine,  in  the 
law,  real  estate,  loan  and  insurance  business, 
that  relation  still  existing  under  the  name 
of  Kemble  &  Horton,  having  enjoyed  grati- 
fying success. 

Ever  since  the  Cutts-Weaver  congres- 
sion  campaign  in  the  Sixth  district, 
when  Mr.  Kemble  was  but  a  boy  in  Oska- 
loosa,  he  has  taken  a  very  active  part  in  pol- 
itics. In  1885  he  was  secretary  of  the  repub- 
lican county  committee  of  Muscatine  County. 
The  next  year  he  was  chosen  chairman 
and  held  that  position  for  four  or  five  years. 


He  was  a  member  of  the  Republictan  state 
central  committee  from  the  Second  district 
from  1887  to  1898,  having  been  elected  for 
the  fifth  consecutive  term  without  opposi- 
tion. During  that  time  he  has  helped  to 
bring  about  a  revolution  in  the  politics  of 
the  Second  district.  It  was  then  the 
"Orphan  District,"  so-called  by  republicans 
because  it  was  the  only  sure,  hopeless  dem- 
ocratic congressional  district  in  the  state. 
Not  a  county  office  was  held  by  a  republican 
when  Mr.  Kemble  was  placed  at  the  head  of 
the  republican  organization  in  the  district. 
Nearly  all  the  democratic  members  of  state 
institution  boards  came  from  that  district, 
and  the  republicans  were  not  organized.  The 
district  gave  a  democratic  majority  of  9,000. 
Mr.  Kemble  effected  a  close  organization 
and  united  the  discordant  elements  of  his 
party  in  a  common  cause  to  secure  the  recog- 
nition of  the  14,000  republicans  in  the  dis- 
trict. The  delegates  from  that  district  to 
state  conventions  began  to  vote  solidly  for 
candidates  for  state  offices,  and  so  made 
themselves  felt  and  respected.  The  policy 
of  putting  all  the  democratic  trustees  into 
the  Second  district  was  abandoned;  it  was 
given  its  share  of  nominations,  its  repub- 
lican vote  increased  and  with  the  dawn  of 
hope,  the  republicans  went  to  work  and 
elected  county  officers  and  members  of  the 
Legislature.  Finally,  in  1894,  the  republic- 
ans carried  the  district  entirely  over  into  the 
republican  column,  electing  Hon.  George 
M.  Curtis,  of  Clinton,  to  Congress  over 
Tudge  Walter  I.  Hayes,  of  Clinton,  who  had 
represented  the  district  for  ten  years.  Mn 
Curtis  was  re-elected  in  1896  by  about  3,400 
majority  over  Senator  Alf.  Hurst,  of  Ma- 
quoketa.  In  all  these  contests  Mr.  Kemble 
was  a  leading  spirit.  He  never  held  or 
sought  office  till  there  was  a  vacancy  on  the 
state  railway  commission,  caused  by  the 
death  of  Capt.  John  W.  Luke,  when  Mr. 
Kemble  was  a  candidate  for  the  appointment 
by  Governor  Jackson  and  also  in  the  conven- 
tion in  1896,  when  he  made  a  very  strong 
showing,  but  was  unsuccessful  because  the 
influences  favoring  the  appointee  of  Gov- 
ernor Jackson  were  too  strong  to  be  over- 
come by  anyone.  When  the  republicans 
carried  the  country  in  1896,  it  was  conceded 
that  Mr.  Kemble  should  have  one  of  the  best 
appointments,  and  by  common  consent  the 
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collectorship  went  to  him  by  the  unanimous 
endorsement  of  the  Iowa  delegation  in  Con- 
gress, practically  unsought  and  without 
effort  on  his  part,  as  a  deserved  recognition 
of  his  distinguished  services  to  his  party. 

Mr.  Kemble  was  married  June  20,  1889, 
to  Miss  Eva  Waggoner,  of  Oskaloosa.  They 
have  three  children:  Hettie  M.,  born  June 
10,  1 89 1 ;  Harold  J.,  born  June  20,  1894, 
and  Mildred  H.,  born  September  27,  1896. 


KROUT,  Dr.  Jacob  B.,  a  practicing  phy- 
sician of  many  years'  standing,  lives  in  Fre- 
mont, Mahaska  County,  which  has  been  his 
home  since  1878.  His  parents  were  Jacob 
Krout  and  Sara  L.  Rule  Krout,  and  he  was 
the  fifth  child  in  a  family  of  ten  children. 
He  was  born  in  Baltimore  County,  Mary- 
land, July  27,  1856.  His  father  was  a  car- 
penter and  contractor,  born  in  Pennsylvania 
ir.  1824,  and  his  wife  was  born  in  the  same 
state  in  1827.  They  were  of  German  an- 
cestry, but  the  name  seems  to  have  been 
changed  when  the  family  came  to  America, 
as  the  original  name  was  probably  Krauth. 
They  are  still  living  in  comfort  near  Mt. 
Gilead,  Morrow  County,  Ohio.  The  chil- 
dren are:  Mary  Alice,  wife  of  Rev.  T.  W. 
Dye,  deceased,  residing  in  Morrow  County, 


Ohio;  John  N.,  married,  teaching  in  Mor- 
row County,  Ohio;  Elizabeth  E.,  wife  of 
Leander  Denis,  a  farmer  in  the  same  county ; 
Wiliam  H.,  died  in  infancy;  Jacob  B..  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch;  George  F.,  married  and 
farming  in  Morrow  County,  Ohio;  Charles 
A.,  married,  principal  of  Tiffin  high  school, 
Tiffin,  Ohio;  Hiram  E.,  married,  farming  in 
the  home  county  in  Ohio;  Vincent  D.,  phy- 
sician, Ohio;  Ida  M.,  married,  and  lives  on 
a  farm  in  Ohio.  Dr.  Krout  was  brought  to 
Morrow  County,  Ohio,  by  his  parents  in  in- 
fancy and  his  boyhood  days  were  spent  in 
Woodview.  There  and  in  Mt.  Gilead  he  se- 
cured his  literary  education.  He  began  to 
study  medicine  in  1880,  entered  the  Col- 
lege of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  in  Keokuk, 
Iowa,  in  1883  and  graduated  therefrom  in 
1886.  He  came  to  Iowa  in  1878  and  taught 
school  in  Fremont,  Martinsburg  and  Hed- 
rick,  devoting  all  the  time  he  could  snatch 
from  this  work  to  preparing  to  enter  the 
medical  college.  He  began  to  practice 
March  17,  1886,  and  by  devoting  all  his 
time  to  faithful  attention  to  the  trusts  placed 
in  him  as  a  physician,  has  built  up  a  lucrative 
practice,  has  a  beautiful  home  of  his  own  and 
looks  forward  to  an  assured  future,  enjoying 
the  confidence  and  respect  of  his  neighbors 
and  all  who  know  him.  He  has  kept  up  to 
the  times  by  diligent  study,  having  taken  a 
post-graduate  course  in  St.  Joseph,  Mis- 
souri. He  is  about  to  take  another  course  in 
an  eastern  college  and  hospital  to  further 
perfect  himself  in  his  specialties,  the  eye  and 
ear.  Dr.  Krout  has  always  been  a  liberal 
democrat ;  he  believes  in  bimetallism,  and  is 
also  a  believer  in  prohibition.  He  is  uni- 
versally respected  as  a  man  who  is  true  to 
his  convictions,  with  a  clean  record  and 
honorable  in  his  business  dealings.  He  be- 
longs to  the  Masonic  order,  the  Odd  Fel- 
lows, Knights  of  Pythias  and  Woodmen  of 
the  World.  For  two  terms  he  was  mayor  of 
his  home  town,  and  he  belongs  to  the  lead- 
ing medical  societies  of  the  state.  The  Doc- 
tor was  married  August  15,  1880,  to  Allie 
M.  Dinsmore,  of  Fremont,  Iowa,  and  they 
have  one  daughter,  Erma  L.,  who  is  just 
completing  her  studies  in  the  Fremont  High 
School.  All  the  members  of  the  tamily  be- 
long to  the  Fremont  Baptist  Church.  The 
Doctor  is  a  Missionary  Baptist  and  a  con- 
sistent advocate  of  temperance 
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KELLOGG,  Lorenzo,  a  banker  in  Dun- 
lap,  a  heavy  real  estate  owner  and  prosper- 
ous business  man,  was  born  January  2,  1829, 
in  West  Springfield,  Hamden  County,  Mas- 
sachusetts, where  he  remained  until  twelve 
years  of  age.  At  that  time  the  family  re- 
moved to  Ellington,  Connecticut,  and  from 
there  to  Rockville,  Tolland  County,  Con- 
necticut, where  he  lived  until  1857,  when  he 
came  to  Harrison  County,  Iowa,  arriving 
April  25,  and  this  has  since  been  his  home. 
When  he  came  to  the  township  the  only  tract 
of  land  under  cultivation  was  160  acres  on 
the  northwest  corner  of  section  33,  and  one 
farm  on  section  22.  He  located  on  section 
28,  where  he  took  a  claim  of  eighty  acres  on 
the  east  half  of  the  southwest  quarter,  and 
afterwards  purchased  160  acres  on  the  same 
section.  Here  he  made  his  home  for  twenty- 
six  years,  when  he  came  to  Dunlap  to  enjoy 
the  fruits  of  his  toil  and  secure  better  op- 
portunities for  business.  From  time  to  time 
he  has  added  to  his  landed  property  until  he 
now  has  about  1,000  acres,  located  on  sec- 
tions 20,  21,  28  and  29,  all  of  which  he  im- 
proved himself.  During  his  quarter  of  a 
century  of  farm  life,  together  with  stock 
raising,  he  has  operated  quite  extensively  in 


real  estate  and  has  been  a  successful  busi- 
ness man.  Being  among  the  pioneers  of 
Harrison  county,  he  has  assisted  largely  in 
building  up  and  developing  the  county.  In 
1 87 1,  in  company  with  D.  F.  Clark,  of  Mag- 
noliaj  he  organized  the  Dunlap  Bank,  with 
which  concern  he  is  still  associated  and  has 
been  president  since  1879.  Mr.  Kellogg  oc- 
cupies an  independent  position  in  politics. 
He  has  served  as  county  supervisor  and  has 
held  other  minor  offices,  but  has  always  pre- 
ferred to  keep  out  of  politics  as  much  as 
possible. 

He  is  the  son  of  Israel  and  Jerusha 
Pease  Kellogg,  natives  of  Connecticut, 
who  were  of  Scotch,  English  and  Irish  ex- 
traction, and  were  among  the  early  pioneers 
of  this  country.  On  the  mother's  side  they 
date  back  to  the  Mayflower.  The  parents  of 
our  Mr.  Kellogg  reared  a  family  of  eight 
children,  six  sons  and  two  daughters.  Five 
sons  are  still  alive,  two  in  Hartford,  Con- 
necticut, and  one  in  Boston,  Massachusetts. 
Lorenzo  and  his  brother  Theodore  are  the 
only  members  of  the  family  in  this  part  of 
the  country.  Theodore  is  a  resident  of 
Woodbine,  Iowa. 

Mr.  Kellogg  was  married  April  4,  1854, 
to  Mary  Brigham  Gager,  of  Tolland  County, 
Connecticut,  the  daughter  of  John  Webb  and 
Anne  Brigham  Gager,  of  English,  French 
and  Spanish  extraction.  Her  grandfather, 
Don  Brigham,  was  a  drummer  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary War.  Mrs.  Kellogg  was  born  in 
1834.  Four  children  have  been  born  to 
them:  Helen  Eliza,  now  the  wife  of  B.  J. 
Moore,  of  New  Wilmington,  Pennsylvania, 
whose  home  is  now  in  Missouri  Valley, 
Iowa ;  Clara  Webb,  now  the  widow  of  Oscar 
W.  Taylor,  of  Fremont,  Ohio,  now  living  in 
Dunlap;  Mattie  Pease  and  Lillian  Brigham, 
both  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kellogg  are 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church  and 
are  active  in  the  religious  and  social  life  in 
which  they  move.  Men,  like  trees  of  the 
forest,  have  various  capacities  and  propor- 
tions, and  it  will  not  in  the  least  be  under- 
rating the  achievements  of  other  men  to 
state  that  this  gentleman,  like  some  sturdy 
forest  king,  has  made  a  substantial  growth 
in  all  that  goes  toward  the  making  up  the 
life  of  a  successful  and  useful  member  of 
society. 
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KJLBURN,  Lucien  Moody,  is  one  of  the 
men  who  have  demonstrated  that  farming 
wisely  conducted  in  Iowa  pays.  Upon  a  fine 
farm  of  400  acres,  which  he  has  developed 
from  the  Iowa  prairies,  in  a  home  which 
leaves  nothing  to  be  desired  in  the  way  of 
comfort  and  beauty  of  location,  Senator 
Kilburn  and  his  wife  are  rounding  out  their 
lives.  Two  children,  George  G.,  a  graduate 
of  Highland  Park  College,  and  Mary  L.,  to- 
gether with  the  Senator's  mother,  now  nearly 
ninety-five  years  of  age,  share  with  them 
this  beautiful  rural  home.  Two  other  chil- 
dren, one  a  babe,  the  other  in  the  vigor  of 


early  manhood,  have  passed  to  the  "home 
beyond."  This  elder  son,  Charles  W.  Kil- 
burn, was  a  graduate  of  Highland  Park 
Normal  College,  at  Des  Moines,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  April  22,  1897,  was  one  of 
the  teachers  in  the  Missouri  Normal  Col- 
lege, at  Memphis,  Missouri. 

On  both  his  father's  and  mother's  side, 
Mr.  Kilburn  is  descended  from  Revolution- 
ary stock.  His  paternal  grandsire,  Eliphalet 
Kilburn,  was  a  minute  man,  one  of  the  first 
to  jo;n  the  ranks  of  the  patriots  who  struck 
for  liberty  at  Bunker  Hill.  After  the  war 
wts  over,  he  settled  in  central  New  Hamp- 
shire, where  he  hewed  a  home  for  himself 
and  family  from  the  primeval  forest.     Mr. 


Kilburn's  maternal  grandfather,  Colonel 
Asa  Foster,  of  Canterbury,  New  Hamp- 
shire, was  also  in  the  Revolutionary  War, 
though  but  a  lad  of  fifteen  when  he  enlisted. 

Upon  the  old  homestead  in  New  Hamp- 
shire, Eliphalet  Kilburn,  Jr.,  and  Mehetabel 
Foster,  his  wife,  reared  their  five  children,  all 
of  whom,  save  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
have  passed  away.  The  parents  were  noted 
Abolitionists  at  a  time  when  sympathy  for 
the  slave  was  extremely  unpopular,  even 
dangerous.  They  lived  to  see  right  and  jus- 
tice triumph  and  the  shackles  stricken  from 
the  four  million  slaves.  On  this  rocky  farm 
in  Boscawen,  L.  M.  Kilburn  was  born  Janu- 
ary 20,  1842.  His  youth  was  spent  in  laud- 
able but  precarious  efforts  to  secure  a  living 
from  the  thin  soil  that  sparsely  covers  the 
stones  of  a  state  whose  principal  products 
are  said  to  be  "men  and  granite."  Doubtless 
the  sturdy  self-reliance  and  persevering 
spirit  here  developed  has  contributed  largely 
to  his  success  on  the  fertile  Iowa  prairies. 

His  education  was  such  as  could  be  ob- 
tained in  the  common  schools,  supplemented 
by  a  few  terms  in  the  excellent  academies  of 
his  native  state,  and  by  the  larger  opportuni- 
ties of  the  home  fireside,  where  extensive 
reading  brought  him  into  contact  with  the 
best  thought  of  the  age.  Leaving  the  academy 
he  enlisted  in  the  Sixteenth  New  Hamp- 
shire Volunteer  Infantry,  and  served  as  one 
of  the  non-commissioned  officers  of  his  com- 
pany till  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  enlist- 
ment. The  regiment  in  which  he  served  was 
ordered  to  the  Department  of  the  Gulf,  under 
General  Banks,  and  so  severe  were  the  hard- 
ships which  it  endured  that  it  lost  heavily  of 
its  members,  and  those  who  survived  were 
unfitted  for  active  duty  for  many  months 
after  their  discharge. 

Senator  Kilburn  came  to  Adair  County 
in  1868.  Iowa  was  then  a  sparsely  settled 
country,  and  no  man  has  been  of  greater 
service  in  the  developing  and  upbuilding  of 
that  part  of  the  commonwealth  than  he. 
For  a  time  he  worked  in  the  law  office  of  his 
brother,  Hon.  G.  F.  Kilburn,  then  a  member 
of  the  Twelfth  General  Assembly,  after 
which  he  bought  a  portion  of  his  present 
farm.  General  farming  and  stock  raising 
have  occupied  most  of  his  time,  and  he  has 
also  given  considerable  attention  to  fruit 
raising.  In  1870  he  was  married  to  Elizabeth 
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H.  Peet,  who  had  been  a  teacher  of  several 
years'  successful  practice.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Rev.  J.  W.  Peet,  a  Congrega- 
tional minister,  who  was  born  in  Vermont 
and  educated  at  Middlebury  College,  arid 
who  came  to  Iowa  as  a  Home  Missionary 
minister. 

The  esteem  in  which  the  Senator  is  held 
by  his  neighbors  is  shown  by  the^fect  that 
he  has  been  an  active  member  and  for  sev- 
eral years  commander  of  the  C-  A^  R.  Post 
at  Fontanelle,  one  of  the  founders,  and  for 
the  nine  years  of  its  existence,  president  of 
the  Adair  County  Mutual  Insurance  As^ 
sociation,  and  for  a  dozen  years  district 
treasurer  of  his  township.  In  1893  he  was 
elected  to  fill  a  vacancy  in  the  State  Senate, 
caused  by  the  resignation  of  Hon.  A.  L. 
Hager,  who  was  elected  to  Congress,  and  re- 
elected to  a  full  term  in  1895.  In  his  legisla- 
tive work  he  has  earnestly  advocated  free 
text  books  for  the  public  schools,  the  exten- 
sion of  suffrage  to  women,  the  reduction 
of  official  salaries  to  conform  to  the 
financial  and  business  conditions  of  the  coun- 
try, and  for  a  general  economy  in  the  man- 
agement of  public  affairs. 

In  his  own  community  he  has  been  active 
in  every  effort  to  improve  the  condition  of 
society,  and  is  especially  interested  in  all 
educational  and  temperance  work. 


KENT,  William  Gustavus.  There  is, 
probably,  no  man  better  or  more  favorably 
known  in  southeastern  Iowa,  and  especially 
in  Lee  County,  than  ex-State  Senator  Wil- 
liam G.  Kent,  now  living  on  his  farm  near 
Fort  Madison.  His  father,  Josiah  Kent,  was 
a  farmer  and  mechanic.  He  took  a  great  in- 
terest in  fruit  growing  in  the  early  days  of 
this  country,  and  was  a  member  of  the  sec- 
ond constitutional  convention,  and  also  a 
member  of  the  First  General  Assembly 
which  held  an  extra  session  at  Iowa  City  in 
1846.  The  mother's  maiden  name  was  Anna 
M.  Rothrock.  Both  parenta  were  natives  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  came  west  in  1842,  set- 
tling at  Fort  Madison,  Iowa.  William  G. 
was  born  August  10,  1837,  at  Belle  Fonte, 
Pennsylvania.  He  earned  his  first  money 
working  on  a  farm  at  twenty-five  cents  per 
ciay,  and  the  most  of  his  life  has  been  spent 


upon  a  farm.  His  education  was  begun  in 
the  typical  log  school  house  of  early  Iowa 
days.  He  began  teaching  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  years  and  taught  continuously  for 
eight  years,  a  part  of  which  time  he  was 
principal  of  the  city  schools  of  Fort  Madi- 
son. During  this  period  he  was  furthering 
his  own  education  by  attending  three  terms 
of  fourteen  weeks  each,  at  the  Denmark 
Academy,  Denmark,  Iowa.  In  ,1867  he  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  county  superintendent 
of  schools  of  Lee  County,  serving  two  terms 
of  two  years  each.  He  declined  thp  nomina- 
tion for  the  third  term,  which  his  efficiency 


and  the  approval  of  his  methods  by  the  peo- 
ple prompted  his  party  to  make.  He  is  at 
the  present  time,  and  has  for  twenty-five 
years  past,  been  a  member  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  his  home  school  district,  and  is 
known  to  all  as  a  firm  believer  in  popular 
education,  but  does  not  believe  in  the  teach- 
ing of  all  the  higher  branches,  some  of  which 
he  terms  "frills  and  fads/'  at  the  expense  of 
the  people. 

Politically,  Mr.  Kent  is  a  democrat,  hav- 
ing joined  the  ranks  of  that  party  on  attain- 
ing his  majority.  By  virtue  of  the  votes  of 
his  party  and  many  of  the  opposing  party,  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  Iowa  House  of 
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Representatives  of  the  Twenty-first  Gen- 
eral Assembly  in  1885,  resigning  in  1886  to 
accept  the  democratic  nomination  for  State 
Senator  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the 
resignation  of  the  late  Judge  J.  M.  Casey. 
He  was  elected,  and  in  the  fall  of  1889  was 
re-elected  for  a  full  term,  serving  as  Senator 
in  the  Twenty-second,  Twenty-third  and 
Twenty-fourth  General  Assemblies.  Mr. 
Kent  took  high  rank  both  in  the  House  and 
the  Senate.  Naturally  a  genial  and  clever 
gentleman,  Senator  Kent  made  many  friends 
and  was  very  influential  in  securing  the  pass- 
age of  the  measures  which  he  championed. 
He  performed  his  duties  on  committees 
wisely  and  faithfully,  and  Lee  County  has 
never  been  better  represented  in  the  state 
Legislature  than  by  him.  In  1892  he  was 
nominated  for  railroad  commissioner,  but 
was  defeated  with  the  rest  of  the  ticket.  In 
1894  he  was  appointed  by  Governor  Jackson 
as  a  member  of  the  commission  to  plan, 
lccate  and  erect  a  hospital  for  the  insane  in 
northwestern  Iowa.  On  the  death  of  Gen- 
eral Ed.  Wright  he  was  chosen  secretary  of 
the  commission  which  erected  the  manificent 
hospital  at  Cherokee.  He  has  held  commis- 
sions from  Governors  Larrabee,  Boies  and 
Jackson,  as  delegate  to  the  National  Farm- 
ers' Congress,  Commercial  Convention, 
Kansas  City,  and  Trans-Mississippi  conven- 
tion at  St.  Louis.  Senator  Kent  assisted  in 
the  organization  of  the  Lee  County  Savings 
Bank  in  1888,  and  was  chosen  director  and 
vice-president,  retaining  the  position  to  the 
present  time.  He  is  a  prominent  member  of 
the  Delta  Commandery,  No.  51,  Knights 
Templar,  Fort  Madison. 

He  is  a  man  of  deep  thought  and  conserva- 
tive action  who  makes  every  move  count 
His  long  residence  in  Lee  County  and  his 
upright  career  have  made  for  him  a  host  of 
triends,  irrespective  of  party  or  creeds,  who 
are  ever  ready  to  speak  a  good  word  for 
him.  He  was  married  in  December,  1863,  to 
Miss  Sarah  E.  Shepherd,  of  Lee  County. 


KIRBY,  George  Frederic,  of  Marshall- 
town.  Mr.  Kirby  is  a  man  widely  known  in 
railroad  circles,  having  been  prominent  in 
the  construction  of  the  Chicago  &  North- 
western lines  in  this  state,  and  afterwards 


serving  as  assistant  superintendent  and  divis- 
ion engineer  for  many  years.  Mr.  Kirby 
comes  of  Revolutionary  stock.  Among  the 
more  illustrious  ones  of  his  ancestors  were 
Ephriam  Kirby,  of  Litchfield,  Connecticut, 
who  was  judge  of  the  Territory  of  Louisiana, 
and  published  the  first  law  report  in  this 
country.  He  was  conspicuous  as  a  soldier  in 
the  War  of  the  Revolution.  George  Frederic 
Kirby  was  born  at  Bainbridge,  New  York, 
May  22,  1836.  His  mother  was  a  Guthrie, 
and  a  descendant  from  the  Van  RenselUers 
and  Whitneys  of  New  York. 

When  seventeen  years  of  age  he  entered 
the  Renssellaeer  Polytechnic  Institute,  Troy, 
New  York,  "School  of  Practical  and  Theo- 
retical Science,"  which  has  produced  many 
noted  engineers.  He  graduated  therefrom 
as  civil  engineer  in  1857.  His  first  employ- 
ment was  with  an  engineering  party  in 
southern  Minnesota,  which  was  engaged  in 
locating  the  land  lines  of  the  Southern  Min- 
nesota Railway  Company.  Later  he  entered 
the  service  of  the  Mobile  &  Ohio  Railway 
Company  and  was  given  charge  of  the  con- 
struction of  its  lines  between  Okolona,  Mis- 
sissippi and  Jackson,  Tennessee,  with  head- 
quarters at  Corinth,  Mississippi.  When  the 
war  broke  out  he  came  north  and  entered 
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the  service  of  the  Galena  &  Chicago  Union 
Railway  Company,  and  was  placed  in  charge 
of  the  construction  of  what  is  now  the  Iowa 
division  of  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern 
Railway,  from  Clinton  to  Council  Bluffs. 
Upon  the  completion  of  this  work  he  was 
made  assistant  superintendent  and  division 
engineer,  which  position  he  occupied  for 
several  years,  finally  leaving  the  service 
of  the  road  and  locating  at  Marshalltown,  in 
1872.  Since  that  time  he  has  been  engaged 
in  developing  the  extensive  quarries  of  the 
LeGrand  Quarry  Company,  which  has  be- 
come famous  for  its  fine  marble  and  build- 
ing stones.  He  also  has  the  management  of 
an  extensive  cattle  ranch  of  two  thousand 
acres  adjacent  to  Marshalltown.  In  the 
meantime  he  has  occupied  for  a  considera- 
ble period  the  position  of  superintendent  of 
the  Iowa  Central  Railway  Company,  and  at 
present,  aside  from  his  various  other  inter- 
ests, is  president  of  the  Fidelity  Savings 
Bank  of  his  home  town.  Mr.  Kirby  has 
traveled  extensively  in  Europe,  through 
England,  France,  Germany  and  Switzerland. 
He  takes  great  interest  in  all  matters  that 
tend  to  advance  our  civilization.  He  has 
always  been  a  democrat,  but  in  1896  left  the 
party  because  of  the  silver  plank,  and  voted 
the  republican  ticket.  In  religious  matters 
he  entertains  very  liberal  views,  and  though 
brought  up  an  Episcopalian,  never  united 
with  any  church.  He  was  married  to  Miss 
Jennie  Reed,  of  Fort  Plain,  New  York,  on 
June  3,  1868.  She  was  a  granddaughter  of 
Colonel  Enoch  Reed,  an  officer  in  the  Tenth 
Continental  Regiment  of  the  Revolutionary 
army,  serving  from  1776  to  1783. 


LOFT,  Henry  Livingstone,  of  Washta, 
Cherokee  County,  is  a  thoroughly  equipped 
and  successful  lawyer,  and  an  editor  of 
ability,  having,  in  addition  to  other  duties, 
managed  the  Washta  Journal  since  1894. 
He  is  of  English  parentage  and  descent.  His 
ancestors,  who  were  mostly  tradespeople  and 
farmers,  lived  in  England  for  several  gener- 
ations. His  father,  William  Loft,  a  cabinet- 
maker by  trade,  was  born  in  Beverly,  Eng- 
land, in  181 3.  He  came  to  America  in  1853 
and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Dubuque  County, 
Iowa.     Mr.  left's  mother,  Ellen  Goulding, 


was  born  in  Cheshire,  England,  in  1833. 
She  is  now  living  in  Cherokee  County.  The 
father  died  in  1885. 

H.  L.  Loft  was  born  April  9,  1857,  at 
Beaver  Dam,  Wisconsin,  whither  his  parents 
had  moved  a  few  years  before.  Here  he 
attended  the  public  schools  until  he  was  six- 
teen years  old,  when,  in  1873,  he  came  with 
his  parents  to  Iowa,  settling  on  a  farm  in 
Cherokee  County,  four  miles  from  the  town 
of  Cherokee.  Until  he  was  twenty-one 
years  of  age  he  worked  on  the  farm,  and  re- 
ceived but  little  schooling.  He  entered 
Simpson  College,  at  Indianola,  in  1879,  an^ 
worked  his  way  through  without  assistance, 
graduating  in  1885  with  the  degree  of  B.  S., 
and  receiving  the  Master's  degree  two  years 
later.  While  in  college  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Smithsonian  Literary  Society,  and  in 
1884  founded  the  Beta  Alpha  Chapter  of  the 
Alpha  Tau  Omega  Fraternity.  After  his 
graduation  he  began  reading  iaw  in  the  office 
of  E.  C.  Herrick  at  Cherokee,  and  continued 
his  studies  in  the  office  of  Marks  &  Mould 
at  Sioux  City.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
at  Des  Moines  in  1887,  and  practiced  law  in 
Sioux  City  with  gratifying  success  until 
1893.  He  left  there  soon  after  the  great 
financial  panic  had  struck  the  city,  and  went 
to  Alta,  where  he  remained  one  year.     In 
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the  fall  of  1894  he  came  to  Washta  and  re- 
sumed his  practice  of  law,  and  soon  after- 
ward purchased  the  Washta  Tournal,  which 
he  has  since  continued  to  edit,  though  he 
still  follows  his  profession.  Mr.  Loft  is  a 
careful  student,  and  by  industry  and  close 
attention  to  whatever  work  he  may  have  in 
hand,  he  has  been  unusually  successful. 

Mr.  Loft  is  a  thoroughgoing  republican, 
always  a  firm  supporter  of  the  party,  but  he 
has  been  a  worker  rather  than  a  reaper  in 
the  field  of  politics,  as  he  has  held  only  minor 
offices.  He  was  a  charter  member  of  the 
Sioux  City  Council  of  Royal  Arcanum.  He 
united  with  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  In- 
dianola  in  1883,  and  was  a  member  of  the 
First  and  Second  Presbyterian  Churches 
while  in  Sioux  City,  serving  as  a  trustee 
and  pres'ding  elder.  He  now  belongs  to 
the  Congregational  Church. 

He  was  married  November  13,  1889,  at 
Storm  Lake,  Iowa,  to  Marcia  Phebe  Cook, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Horace  Cook, 
then  of  that  place,  but  now  of  Washta.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Loft  have  two  daughters:  Edith 
Arena,  born  in  1890,  and  Phebe  Ellen,  born 
in  1894,  and  one  son,  William  Horace,  born 
in  1897. 


LITTLE,  Dr.  Frederick  Henry,  of 
Muscatine,  was  surgeon-general  of  the  Iowa 
National  Guard,  with  the  rank  of  brigadier- 
general,  on  the  staff  of  Governor  Boies  from 
May,  1890,  to  January,  1894.  He  was  born 
in  the  c:ty  of  his  residence  December  3,  1855. 
He  is  the  son  of  James  Gabriel  Henry  Little, 
who  was  a  farmer  until  1876,  and  after- 
wards, until  his  death  in  1893,  was  engaged 
in  the  loan  business.  In  the  summer  of 
1863,  he,  along  v/.th  a  number  of  other 
patrot;c  young  men,  planted  twenty-five 
acres  of  potatoes  on  his  farm,  which  were 
sent  to  the  soldiers  at  the  front  through  the 
famous  nurse,  Mrs.  Wittenmyer.  His 
mother's  maiden  name  was  Anna  Reid  Zeig- 
ler.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Daughters  of 
the  American  Revolution  and  enjoys  quite  a 
local  fame  as  a  painter  and  literary  woman. 
Mr.  Little  was  of  Scotch-Irish  descent  on 
his  father's  side.  His  mother  was  of  Hugue- 
not ancestry  and  traces  her  lineage  to  the 
house  of  Stuart.    In  the  early  history  of  New 


\  ork  the  Little  family  was  quite  prominent 
by  reason  of  service  in  the  wars  and  colonial 
congresses.  The  Doctor's  mother  is  of  Ger- 
man and  Scotch  descent.  Her  father,  John 
Zeigler,  came  to  Muscatine  from  Butler 
County,  Pensylvania,  in  the  spring  of  1840, 
and  for  many  years  hd  was  a  prominent 
merchant.  His  grandfather,  Samuel  Reid, 
was  lieutenant  in  the  Revolutionary  War, 
serving  in  the  Eleventh,  Third  and  First 
Pennsylvania  regiments.  Frederick  Henry 
was  born  in  Orange  County,  New  York, 
and  livdd  there  until  he  was  nineteen  years 
of  age,  when  he  came  to  Iowa  with  his 
parents  in  185 1  and  settled  in  Muscatine 
County.  The  Doctor's  early  education  was 
received  in  the  public  schools  of  Muscatine. 
He  graduated  from  the  medical  department 
of  the  State  University  of  Iowa  March  5, 
1879,  anc*  was  one  of  the  first  students  to 
take  the  graded  three  years'  course.  He  was 
elected  valedictorian  of  the  class.  He  had 
previously  prepared  himself  by  entering  the 
office  of  the  late  Prof.  W.  S.  Robertson  in 
March,  1876,  and  spent  the  time,  when  not 
in  school,  studying  in  the  Doctor's  office. 
His  success  was  not  rapid,  but  was  steady 
and  sure,  and  built  upon  the  solid  foundation 
of  honest  service.  He  has  made  it  a  rule 
never  to  allow  anything  to  interfere  with  his 
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professional  duties  or  study,  and  to  always 
give  his  patients  the  best  care  and  the  most 
improved  treatment  that  is  known.  The 
Doctor  is  a  democrat  in  politics  and  takes  as 
much  interest  in  political  affairs  as  his  other 
duties  permit.  He  is  a  charter  member  of 
the  Muscatine  Commercial  Club,  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  American  Medical  Association, 
the  Association  of  Military  Surgeons  of  the 
United  States,  Iowa  State  Medical  Society, 
the  Eastern  Iowa  Medical  Society,  the  So- 
ciety of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  Mus- 
catine County,  the  Iowa  Society  of  Sons  of 
the  Revolution,  the  Masonic  order,  the 
Washington  Chapter,  No.  4,  Royal  Arch 
Masons,  De  Molay  Commandery,  No.  1, 
Knights  Templar,  of  Muscatine,  Kaaba 
Temple  of  Mystic  Shriners  and  Zarephath 
Consistory  of  Davenport.  He  belongs  to 
the  Episcopal  Church.  The  Doctor  was 
married  January  3,  1884,  at  Cold  Water, 
Michigan,  to  Miss  Josephine  A.  Marsh,  who 
died  September  18,  1888.  He  was  again 
married  October  22,  1890,  to  Miss  Esther 
Butler  Reeder,  youngest  daughter  of  the 
late  Dr.  George  Reeder,  of  Muscatine. 


LAMB,  Lafayette,  the  well-known  lum- 
berman of  Clinton,  is  one  of  the  oldest  set- 
tlers of  the  state.  He  came  to  Clinton  in 
1857  with  his  father,  Chauncey  Lamb,  and 
received  his  business  training  under  his 
father's  direction,  earning  his  first  dollar 
working  in  his  father's  sawmill.  He  has 
still  in  his  possession  the  first  half  dollar 
which  he  received  as  wages  for  this  work. 
He  was  born  in  Carroll  County,  Illinois, 
February  26,  1846.  His  father  was  a  de- 
scendant of  Thomas  Lamb,  who  came  from 
England  in  1630  with  Winthrop's  fleet. 
Chauncey  Lamb  was  born  in  Ticonderoga, 
Essex  County,  New  York,  January  24,  181 6, 
and  was  married  November  17,  1839,  to 
Jane  Bevier,  who  was  born  in  Bradford, 
Steuben  County,  New  York,  March  17, 
1820.  She  was  the  daughter  of  David  Be- 
vier, who  was  adjutant  of  the  Third  Ulster 
County  Regiment  in  the  Revolutionary  War, 
and  she  was,  indeed,  a  true  daughter  of  the 
Revolution.  The  family  history  is  given 
more  at  length  in  the  sketch  of  Artemus 


Lamb  in  this  work.  The  sons  of  Chauncey 
Lamb  received  no  college  education,  as  they 
lived  in  what  was  then  the  far  west  and  such 
advantages  were  very  difficult  to  obtain. 
They  attended  the  common  schools  and 
learned  the  principles  of  business  from  their 
successful  father.  They  remained  with  him 
in  the  business  all  their  lives,  and  in  1877 
Lafayette  Lamb  became  a  partner.  The  fol- 
lowing year  the  business  was  incorporated 
under  the  name  of  C.  Lamb  &  Sons,  and 
Lafayette  has  held  the  position  of  vice-pres- 
ident of  the  company  since  it  was  organized. 
He  is  largely  interested  in  other  lumber 
companies  and  in  several  banks.  He  is  vice- 
president  of  the  Shell  Lake  Lumber  Com- 
pany, of  Shell  Lake,  Wisconsin,  and  a  di- 
rector of  the  White  River  Lumber  Com- 
pany, of  the  Mississippi  River  Logging  Com. 
pany,~and  the  Mississippi  River  Lumber 
Company,  and  was  president  of  the  Baron- 
ette  Lumber  Company.  He  is  now  a  director 
of  the  People's  Trust  &  Savings  Bank  and 
president  and  director  of  the  Merchants' 
National  Bank  of  Clinton.  Mr.  Lamb  has 
always  been  a  republican,  but  has  never 
osught  or  held  any  office.  He  belongs  to 
the  Wapsipinicon  Club  of  Clinton.  He  was 
married  August  21,  1866,  to  Olivia  A.  Huf- 
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man.  They  have  two  children:  Merrette, 
born  June  4,  1867,  who  was  married  April 
30,  1894,  to  Eugene  J.  Carpenter  and  resides 
in  Minneapolis,  and  Chauncey  R.,  born  No- 
vember 9,  1868,  who  was  married  October 
28,  1890,  to  Florence  L.  Bingham,  of  Chi- 
cago, and  also  resides  in  Minneapolis. 


LAMB,  Artemus,  a  resident  of  Clinton 
and  member  of  the  firm  of  C.  Lamb  &  Sons, 
lumber,  is  with  his  father,  Chauncey  Lamb, 
one  of  the  best  known  men  in  this  line  of 


business  in  the  west.  He  has  had  a  life- 
long connection  with  the  work  and  has  be- 
come thoroughly  acquainted  with  every  de- 
tail of  the  immense  interests  controlled  by 
the  firm.  He  began  at  an  early  age  to  mas- 
ter the  business  and  earned  his  first  dollar 
by  piling  lumber.  From  this  humble  position 
he  was  trained  as  a  sawmill  hand  and  lum- 
berman, serving  an  apprenticeship  of  measur- 
ing, saw-filing,  sawing  and  sorting  lumber. 
At  different  times  he  was  foreman  of  the 
yard  and  mill,  salesman,  bookkeper  and 
finally  became  manager  and  financier,  thus 
learning  the  business  from  the  forest  tree  to 
the  time  it  was  sold  as  lumber  and  paid  for. 


Mr.  Lamb  comes  through  his  father's  side 
of  English  stock.  Thomas  Lamb  came  from 
England  in  Governor  Winthrop's  fleet  in 
1630  and  settled  in  Roxbury,  Massachusetts. 
His  ancestors  on  his  mother's  side  were 
French  Huguenots  who  came  to  America 
before  the  Revolution.  His  mother's  maiden 
name  was  Jane  Beveir.  Her  father  was  Ad- 
jutant David  Beveir  of  the  Third  Ulster 
County  Regiment,  New  York,  in  1778. 
Artemus  Lamb  was  born  in  Steuben  Countyr 
New  York,  September  11,  1840.  His  edu- 
cation consisted  only  of  such  as  he  received 
in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  state.  He 
did  not  attend  college,  but  at  the  early  age 
of  eleven  years  began  assisting  his  father  in 
the  lumber  business. 

He  came  with  his  parents  to  Iowa  in  De- 
cember, 1856,  and  settled  in  Clinton,  where 
he  helped  his  father  build,  repair  and  oper- 
ate mills.  In  1864  he  was  taken  into  part- 
nership and  in  1877  the  firm  was  incorpo- 
rated under  the  name  of  C.  Lamb  &  Sons, 
and  he  became  secretary  and  treasurer.  In 
1872  he  was  elected  vice-president  of  the 
Mississippi  River  Logging  Company  and 
has  held  the  office  ever  since.  He  is  president 
of  the  Shell  Lake  Lumber  Company,  of 
Shell  Lake,  Wisconsin ;  vice-president  of  the 
Mississippi  River  Lumber  Company,  and 
president  of  the  People's  Trust  and  Savings 
Bank  of  Clinton,  which  has  a  capital  of 
$300,000.  He  is  also  director  in  the  City 
National  Bank,  Merchants'  National  Bank, 
Clinton  National  Bank  and  Clinton  Savings 
Bank,  all  of  Clinton,  and  is  president  of  the 
Clinton  Mining  and  Milling  Company,  and 
director  of  the  Buxton  Mining  Company 
and  White  River  Lumber  Company. 

Chauncey  Lamb  started  in  life  a  poor, 
hard  working  man,  to  whom  his  son  Arte- 
mus gave  all  the  assistance  possible,  and 
from  these  lowly  beginnings  has  grown  the 
great  business  of  C.  Lamb  &  Sons,  with  all 
its  auxiliary  companies  known  throughout 
the  west.  They  have  four  mills  in  Clinton 
and  interests  in  many  others  in  the  north. 

Mr.  Lamb  is  a  republican,  but  has  no  de- 
sire for  office,  preferring  to  give  his  un- 
divided attention  to  the  business  he  has  dis- 
played so  much  energy  in  building  up.  All 
the  office  he  has  held  is  that  of  treasurer  of 
the  independent  school  district  of  Qintoo. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Wapsipinicon  Boat 
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Club,  of  which  he  held  the  office  of  president 
for  several  years.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Sons  of  the  Revolution,  and  in  Masonry  of 
the  Blue  Lodge,  Chapter,  Commandery, 
Eastern  Star  and  Consistory.  For  several 
vears  he  held  the  office  of  commander-in- 
chief  of  Consistory  and  recorder  of  the  Com- 
mandery. 

He  is  not  affiliated  as  a  member  of  any 
church,  although  he  attends  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  Mr.  Lamb  was  married  to  Miss 
Henrietta  S.  Smith,  October  n,  1865.  They 
have  five  children:  Emma  Rena,  born  De- 
cember 6,  1866,  now  Mrs.  Marvin  J.  Gates, 
of  Cedar  Rapids;  Garret  Eugene,  born  No- 
vember 14,  1869;  James  D wight,  born  June 
25,  1 87 1 ;  Clara  Augusta,  born  April  30, 
1874,  now  Mrs.  R.  B.  McCoy,  and  Burt 
Lafayette,  born  July  2,  1875;  died  January 
29,  1898. 


LUNDIEN,  Edwin  Maximus,  Cashier  of 
the  Farmers'  State  Bank  at  Dayton,  in  which 
he  is  the  leading  stockholder,  is  a  prominent 
business  man  of  Webster  County.  His  father 
was  John  A.  Lundien,  a  native  of  Sweden, 
who  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1864. 
He  resided  first  at  Galesburg,  Illinois,  where 
he  was  married  to  Sarah  Anderson.  He 
came  to  Iowa  in  1869,  and  located  at  Day- 
ton, where  he  managed  a  mercantile  estab- 
lishment until  the  time  of  his  death  in  1889. 

E.  M.  Lundien  was  born  November  17, 
1865,  at  Galesburg,  Knox  County,  Illinois. 
At  the  age  of  four  years  he  removed  to  Day- 
ton with  his  parents,  and  has  made  that  his 
home  most  of  the  time  since  then.  His 
early  education  was  obtained  in  the  graded 
schools  of  Dayton,  and  in  1885  he  entered 
the  Iowa  Agricultural  College  at  Ames, 
where  he  pursued  special  studies  for  several 
terms.  He  secured  very  early  training  in 
business  by  working  in  his  father's  store 
during  vacations.  In  1885  he  took  charge  of 
a  branch  store  established  by  his  father  at 
Burnside.  Here  he  was  appointed  post- 
master by  President  Cleveland  in  1887,  hav- 
ing always  been  a  loyal  follower  of  the 
democratic  party.  The  death  of  his  father 
in  January,  1889,  necessitated  his  return  to 
Dayton  to  settle  up  the  estate,  and  while 
there  he  clerked  in  the  store  of  Peterson  & 


Leonard.  In  the  spring  of  1891  he  accepted 
a  position  as  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  county 
recorder  at  Fort  Dodge.  At  the  expiration 
of  the  recorder's  term  Mr.  Lundien  began 
work  as  a  bookkeeper  in  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Fort  Dodge,  remaining  there  until 
1894,  when  he  resigned  his  position  to  be- 
come cashier  in  the  Farmers'  State  Bank  at 
Dayton,  which  was  then  being  organized. 
This  place  he  stills  holds,  and  controls  more 
stock  in  the  bank  than  any  other  man. 

Mr.  Lundien  is  a  Mason  and  a  Knight  of 
Pythias.  While  living  in  Fort  Dodge  he 
belonged  to  the  Iowa  National  Guard,  hold- 


ing the  position  of  lieutenant  in  Company 
G  of  the  Fourth  Regiment.  He  was  mar- 
ried November  28,  1895,  *°  Miss  Fern 
Woodard,  of  Burnside.  Mrs.  Lundien  is  a 
graduate  of  the  Fort  Dodge  High  School, 
and  previous  to  her  marriage  was  a  teacher, 
having  been  principal  of  the  Dayton  schools 
for  five  years. 


LEO,  Ernest  Alexander,  a  popular 
musician  of  Cedar  Rapids,  was  born  in  New 
York  City,  February  12,  185)4,  and  has 
studied  music,  for  which  he  has  a  natural 
taste,  since  he  was  five  years  old,  and  has 
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been  teaching  music  more  or  less  continu- 
ously since  he  was  fifteen  years  of  age.  Carl 
Leo,  his  father,  was  a  merchant,  who  died 
young,  and  his  wife  was  Caroline  Baptis- 
tella.  Their  son  attended  the  public  schools 
in  New  York  and  Brooklyn  and  a  private 
school  called  the  French-German- American 
Institute,  where  he  was  compelled  to  be  as 
proficient  in  the  use  of  French  and  German 
as  of  English.  His  music  teachers  were 
Schlossberger,  Hoffman  and  Mills.  He 
came  to  Fort  Dodge,  Iowa,  in  1870;  traveled 
with  an  orchestra  for  a  year;  was  assistant 
director  of  the  Philharmonic  Society  in  Des 
Moines  in  1872-3;  was  in  Rockford,  Illinois, 
the  summer  of  1873,  anc*  located  in  Marion, 
Iowa,  that  fall.  Here  he  taught  music,  lead 
choirs  and  taught  languages  until  1880, 
when  he  went  to  Macon  City,  Missouri,  and 
taught  music  two  years,  locating  in  Cedar 
Rapids  in  1882,  and  remaining  there  since. 
From  December,  1884,  to  August,  1893,  he 
was  assistant  to  the  general  passenger  agent 
of  the  Burlington,  Ce<lar  Rnpids  &  Northern 
Railway,  but  retained  his  interest  in  musical 
events  during  that  time.  He  organized  the 
boy  choir  of  Grace  Church  and  was  organist 
and  choirmaster  in  that  church  five  years. 


Mr.  Leo  is  the  author  of  several  musical 
productions,  both  vocal  and  instrumental. 
Among    the    most    popular    are    "Gavotte 
Louise"    and    the    sacred    rectitative    and 
aria,  'The  Mercy  Seat,"  for  contralto.    He 
has  just  finished  a  light  opera  in  three  acts, 
"A  Relic  of  Chivalry."     The  libretto  is  by 
Harry  C.  Baker  of  Iowa  City,  now  a  re- 
porter on  the  Chicago  Inter-Ocean.     The 
opera  will  be  given  an  early  production.   Mr. 
Leo  is  director  of  the  Philharmonic  Society 
of  Cedar  Rapids  which  recently,  under  his 
direction,  gave  a  grand  performance  of  the 
"Messiah, "   with  a  chorus  of  250  voices. 
His  specialties  are  organ  playing  and  voice 
training,  and  his  greatest  delight,  musically, 
is  to  conduct  large  bodies  of  singers.    He  is 
a  Biue  Lodge  and  Chapter  Mason  and  a 
Knight    Templar,    belongs    to    the    Mystic 
Shriners,  and  was  representative  from  El 
Kahir  Temple  to  the  Imperial  Council  of  the 
Mystic  Shriners  in  Dallas,  Texas,  in  1898. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks.     Mr. 
Leo  was  married  July  12,  1875,  *n  Marion 
to  Sadie  E.  Wilson,  who  was  a  fine  soprano 
singer  at  the  time  of  her  marriage  and  is  now 
a  talented  professional  china  decorator,  as 
well  as  a  musician.      They  have  had  four 
children,  three  of  whom  are  living.     The 
oldest,  Carl,  born  May  24,  1876,  is  an  excel- 
lent pianist  and  has  for  several  years  been 
the  champion  amateur  athlete  of  Iowa,  rep- 
resenting the  state  on  two  occasions  in  na- 
tional athletic  meetings  in  the  east  and  se- 
curing   medals    there.      He    served    as    a 
corporal  in  Company  C,  Forty-ninth  Iowa 
Volunteers.    James  Edwin,  born  December 
12,  1878,  began  to  sing  when  he  was  two 
and  a  half  years  old  and  had  a  charming  boy 
voice.    He  made  an  extended  tour  through- 
out the  United  States  and  Canada  in  189 1-2 
as  a  boy  soprano,  winning  fame  and  fortune. 
He  did  not  use  his  voice  when  it  began  to 
change,  and  he  is  now  possessed  of  a  full 
tenor  voice  of  remarkable  range  and  excel- 
lent   quality.     He    will    pursue   his    vocal 
studies  in  Boston  and  then  in  Italy,  and  will 
make  singing  his  profession.    John  M.  was 
born  January  13,  1883,  and  died  October  13, 
1884.    Ralph  was  born  March  2,  1894.    Mr. 
Leo  is  a  member  and  communicant  of  the 
Episcopal  Church. 
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LOVELL,  George  W.,was  born  in  Wind- 
ham County,  Vermont,  December  19,  181 8, 
and  was  the  son  of  Willard  Lovell,  a  native 
of  the  same  state.  Their  ancestry  can  be 
traced  for  several  generations  and  is  known 
to  be  originally  English.  His  grandfather 
Enos,  and  his  great-grandfather,  Michael 
Lovell,  were  natives  of  Massachusetts.  His 
mother,  the  daughter  of  Aaron  and  Rhoda 
Rawson  Taft,  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts 
and  of  Welsh  descent. 

George  W.  was  the  oldest  son  in  a  family 
of  n'ne  children  and  his  younger  days  were 
spent  on  a  farm  in  his  native  state,  where 
he  acquired  the  habits  of  thrift  and  honesty 
which  have  clung  to  him  through  life.  Be- 
fore reaching  the  age  of  eighteen  he  had 
mastered  the  common  branches  taught  in 
the  schools  of  Vermont  and  had  acquired  a 
knowledge  of  mathematics  and  the  natural 
sc'ences.  In  1835  ^e  removed  with  his  fath- 
er's family  to  Kalamazoo  County,  Michigan, 
and  engaged  in  farming.  Three  years  later 
his  father  died,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  he 
took  charge  of  the  home  farm  and  at  once 
gave  evidence  of  possessing  rare  business 
tact.  At  the  age  of  twenty-six  he  was 
elected  one  of  the  supervisors  of  Kalamazoo 
County,  and  held  the  office  for  six  years. 
In  1852  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  Michigan  and 
two  years  later  was  re-elected.  During  his 
service  in  that  capacity  Mr.  Lovell  came  to 
Iowa  and  entered  a  tract  of  one  thousand 
acres  of  land  near  Monticello,  in  Jones 
County,  which  is  now  one  of  the  finest  stock 
farms  in  Iowa.  In  1870  he  moved  to  Mon- 
ticello and  engaged  in  the  banking  business 
with  the  late  M.  L.  Carpenter,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Carpenter  &  Lovell.  This  bus- 
iness was  later  merged  into  the  Monticello 
Bank,  Messrs.  Carpenter  and  Lovell  retain- 
ing a  controlling  interest.  In  1878  he 
opened  another  bank  in  Monticello  in  part- 
nership with  his  nephew,  George  L.  Lovell, 
under  the  firm  name  of  G.  W.  &  G.  L.  Lovell. 
He  was  also  a  heavy  stockholder  in  the  State 
Bank  of  Wavely,  the  Strawberry  Point 
Bank  and  the  National  Bank  of  the  Republic 
of  Chicago. 

Mr.  Lovell  took  a  keen  interest  in  political 
affairs  and  was  many  times  honored  by  his 
party.  He  was  liberal  and  independent  in 
his  views  and  would  permit  no  man  or  party 


to  compel  his  support  of  measures  he  be- 
lieved to  be  wrong  in  principle.  He  was 
elected  mayor  of  Monticello  in  1871  and 
again  in  1872.  During  the  latter  year,  he 
was  elected  to  the  State  Senate  by  the  re- 
publicans to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the 
resignation  of  Judge  McKean.  In  1873  he 
was  nominated  for  the  same  office  by  the 
opposite  party  and  re-elected  for  the  term 
of  four  years.  He  then  continued  to  act 
with  the  democrats  party  until  the  election 
of  1896.  Mr.  Lovell  was  a  man  of  quiet 
manners  and  even  temperment;  loyal  to  his 
friends  and  considerate  to  his  enemies.  He 
was  a  discriminate  reader  and  possessing  a 
very  retentive  memory,  was  always  able  to 
sustain  his  views  with  accurate  information. 
He  was  an  upright  man  and  the  soul  of 
honor;  havjng  l;ttle  sympathy  with  the 
shams  and  hypocricies  of  the  day,  but  was  an 
ardent  advocate  of  any  measure  designed  for 
the  elevation  of  humanity.  He  was  never 
married,  and  died  in  Monticello,  March  io, 
1897. 


LEE,  Alfred  Wilson,  of  Ottumwa,  is 
one  of  the  successful  newspaper  men  of 
Iowa.  The  Daily  Courier,  of  which  he  is 
editor  and  proprietor,  is  regarded  as  one  of 
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the  strongest  and  best  newspaper  properties 
in  the  state.  Mr.  Lee  is  an  Iowa  boy,  and 
as  such  all  Iowans  are  proud  of  his  success. 
He  was  born  in  Johnson  County,  July  8, 
1858,  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  Iowa  City,  and  also  entered  the  State 
University  of  that  place,  and  completed  the 
sophomore  year  in  that  institution.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  university  at  the  age  of  thir- 
teen years,  being  the  youngest  regular 
student  ever  admitted  there.  Our  subject's 
father,  John  B.  Lee,  was  an  early  pioneer  of 
Johnson  County,  where  he  took  up  govern- 
ment land  and  farmed  till  after  the  war.  He 
was  then  made  county  recorder,  and  was 
afterward  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits 
for  some  years.  His  immediate  ancestors 
were  from  Maryland,  but  were  indirectly 
related  to  the  Virginia  Lees.  John  B.  Lee 
was  married  to  Miss  Elvira  Branson  in  1845 
and  they  had  born  to  them  five  children,  as 
follows:  Anna,  now  Mrs.  John-  Mahin; 
Joseph  J.f  Isaac  B.f  Alfred  W.  and  Millie 
A.,  now  Mrs.  L.  J.  Loomis. 

Miss  Branson  was  of  good  Quaker  stock 
and  before  her  marriage  was  a  school 
teacher.  Owing  to  failure  of  his  father  in 
business,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
thrown  on  his  own  resources  at  the  age  of 
nineteen.      He    began    work    as    local    re- 


porter on  the  Muscatine  Journal,  filling  suc- 
cebsively  the  positions  of  city  editor,  busi- 
ness manager  and  managing  editor..  In 
^889  he  sold  his  fifth  interest  in  the  Musca- 
tine Journal  and  went  to  Chicago,  where  he 
took  a  position  in  the  business  department  of 
the  Chicago  Times  and  remained  there  nearly 
a  year.  On  April  1,  1890,  he  purchased  the 
Ottumwa  Courier,  of  which  he  has  been  the 
editor  and  manager  ever  since.  He  has  been 
a  republican  all  his  life  and  has  never  voted 
anything  but  the  straight  ticket.  Under  his 
management  the  Ottumwa  Courier  has  be- 
come one  of  the  strongest  republican  news- 
papers in  Iowa  and  the  work  done  by  this 
paper  has  been  a  material  factor  in  redeem- 
ing the  Sixth  Congressional  District  from 
Jim  Weaverism  and  populism.  Mr.  Lee 
was  appointed  postmaster  of  Ottumwa  by 
1  resident  McKinley  in  February,  1898. 

He  affiliates  with  the  First  Presbyterian 
(  hurch  of  Ottumwa,  but  is  a  believer  in  the 
Unitarian  doctrine.  He  was  married  June 
-,  1885,  to  Mary  Ingalls  Walker,  daughter 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  W.  Walker,  of  Cedar 
Rapids.  Three  children  have  been  born :  Wil- 
l:am  Walker,  Alfred  William  and  Laura 
Anna.  The  oldest  child  died  in  Chicago, 
aged  two  years  and  eight  months.  Mr. 
Lee's  parents  still  live  in  Muscatine  and  are 
both  in  their  eightieth  year. 


LEE  William  R.,  is  a  prominent  lawyer 
of  Carroll.  He  is  one  of  the  self-made, 
native-born  Iowans,  of  whom  the  state  is 
justly  proud.  Both  of  his  parents  were 
natives  of  Indiana,  his  father,  R.  M.  Lee, 
being  of  North  Carolinia  stock,  and  his 
mother,  Juliana  Powell,  of  English  descent 
through  her  father,  Reeder  Powell. 

In  November,  1858,  R.  M.  Lee,  with  his 
young  wife,  made  the  trip  overland,  from 
Wayne  County,  Indiana,  to  Dallas  County, 
Iowa,  and  settled  upon  one  of  the  fertile 
farms  of  that  section  of  the  state.  There, 
two  years  later,  November  11,  i860,  Wil- 
liam R.  Lee  was  born  and  there  he  grew  to 
manhood. 

One  can  readily  imagine  the  surroundings 
and  influences  which  molded  his  character 
and  helped  to  educate  him,  quite  as  much 
as  the  studies  pursued  in  the  district  school. 
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which  he  attended  while  a  lad.  He  was  too 
young  to  remember  much  of  the  great  Civil 
War,  which  shook  the  nation  during  his 
early  boyhood,  but  Iowa  was  alive  with 
patriotism  when  he  first  began  to  think  on 
such  themes,  and,  doubtless,  he  then  laid 
the  foundations  of  that  stalwart  republic- 
anism, for  which  he  has  always  been  dis- 
tinguished. 

Imbued  from  his  early  childhood  with  a 
strong  desire  for  an  education,  the  difficul- 
ties attending  his  obtaining  it  only  served  to 
strengthen  that  ambition.  Herding  cattle 
upon  the  Iowa  prairies,  as  a  boy,  working  on 
the  farm  during  his  college  vacations,  doing 
faithfully  whatever  his  hand  found  to  do,  he 
earned,  dollar  by  dollar,  the  means  which 
carried  him  through  a  high  school  course, 
followed  by  attendance  during  parts  of  five 
>ears  at  Cornell  College,  Mt.  Vernon.  He 
Avas  a  member  of  the  Amphyction  Society, 
2nd  the  friendships  there  formed  have  been 
jimong  the  most  prized  of  his  life. 

He  graduated  from  Cornell  with  the  class 
of  '83.  Thereafter  he  pursued  the  study  of 
law  in  the  office  of  Judge  Howatt,  of  Clin- 
ton County,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
1884.  Having,  during  his  studies,  used  up 
his  available  means,  he  farmed  for  a  year  to 
22 


obtain  money  to  begin  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession. 

His  professional  life  was  commenced  in 
1885,  at  DeWitt,  as  a  partner  of  Capt.  N.  A. 
Merrill,  who  was  a  prominent  figure  in 
Clinton  County  statesmanship  and  business. 

December  28,  1886,  he  formed  another 
partnership,  the  most  important  of  his  life, 
in  his  marriage  with  Miss  Margaret  John- 
son, of  DeWitt.    They  have  no  children. 

In  1 89 1  Mr.  Lee  severed  his  business  re- 
lations with  Capt.  Merrill  and  removed  to 
Carroll,  where  xhe  opened  an  office  alone. 
Three  years  latter  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  E.  A.  Robb,  at  the  same  time  opening 
pnother  office  at  Manning.  Such  relations 
still  exist. 

During  the  course  of  a  busy  life  Mr.  Lee 
has  been  too  much  occupied  with  the  duties 
of  his  profession  to  devote  much  time  to  pol- 
itics, having  never  sought  any  political  hon- 
ors, or  been  a  candidate  for  any  office,  but 
during  the  fall  of  1896,  in  common  with 
many  others,  he  did  good  service  for  his 
party  and  the  cause  of  sound  money,  in  the 
educational  campaign  that  was  then  waged 
cgainst  free  silver. 


LAHEE,  John,  of  Burlington,  one  of  the 
very  early  settlers  of  Iowa,  has  the  distinc- 
tion of  being  the  oldest  insurance  agent  in 
the  state.  He  was  born  May  7,  1820,  at 
Martinsburg,  Lewis  County,  New  York. 
His  father,  Timothy  Lahee,  a  farmer  in  com- 
fortable circumstances,  was  born  in  North 
England  in  1795  and  died  in  1867.  He 
came  to  America  as  a  British  soldier  dur- 
ing the  War  of  181 2,  and  when  peace  was 
declared  in  181 5,  concluded  to  remain  in 
this  country.  He  was  married  to 
Catherine  Buck,  who  was  born  in  1796  and 
died  in  1846.  She  was  the  oldest  daughter 
of  Elijah  Buck,  a  farmer  of  Lewis  County, 
New  York,  whose  ancestors  were  Dutch,  and 
settled  in  Washington  County  prior  to  the 
Revolution.  His  father,  Elijah  Buck,  pur- 
chased the  township  of  Harrisburg,  in  Lewis 
County,  and  named  it  in  honor  of  his  friend, 
Governor  Harris,  of  New  York.  Amos,  a 
brother  of  Elijah  Buck,  was  several  years  a 
member  of  the  New  York  Legislature,  and 
was  the  wealthiest  merchant  in  the  county* 
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John  Lahee's  education  was  secured  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  town,  Mar- 
tinsburg,  and  at  Yale  Academy.  He  studied 
law  in  the  office  of  D.  M.  Bennett  at  Mar- 
tinsburg,  and  in  1849  began  practicing  at 
Rome,  New  York,  wfyere  he  remained  sev- 
eral years.  Through  the  influence  of  a  rel- 
ative, who  was  superintendent  of  the  stage 
line  and  post  route  between  Burlington  and 
the  Missouri  River,  he  was  induced  to 
come  west,  and  on  December  19,  1852,  he 
1'jcated  at  Burlington  and  opened  a  law  of- 
f  re  He  formed  a  partnership  in  1854  with 
\V.  R.  Brown  in  the  real  estate  and  abstract 


business,  and  as  the  town  grew  rapidly, 
owing  to  the  coming  of  the  Burlington  Rail- 
*  ay,  they  were  very  prosperous  until  1858, 
when  the  price  of  land  and  other  property 
began  to  fall.  Mr.  Lahee  then  accepted  an 
appointment  as  agent  for  the  Continental 
Insurance  Company  of  New  York,  the  first 
company  from  that  state  which  had  ventured 
to  do  business  in  Burlington.  Insurance  bus- 
iness has  occupied  most  of  his  time  and  at- 
tention since  then,  although  he  has  also 
dealt  in  real  estate  and  loans.  He  or- 
ganized a  branch  office  of  the  Republic 
Insurance  Company  of  Chicago  in  1868,  of 


which  he  was  elected  secretary.  This  enter- 
prise proved  very  successful  until  the  great 
Chicago  fire  of  1871.  From  1871  to  1875 
Mr.  Lahee  was  in  partnership  with  the  late 
Judge  Phelps,  during  which  time  the  Ger- 
man American  Savings  Bank  of  Burlington 
was  organized,  and  he  was  assistant  cashier 
and  one  of  the  directors  for  two  years. 

Mr.  Lahee  was  brought  up  a  democrat, 
but  in  1840  became  a  whig,  as  a  result  of 
reading  the  New  York  Tribune,  and  after 
that  party  was  dissolved  he  joined  the  re- 
publicans, with  whom  he  still  remains.  He 
was  one  of  the  delegate  from  Des  Moines 
Cornty  to  the  first  republican  convention 
held  in  the  state,  at  Iowa  City  in  1854.  Upon 
the  organization  of  the  party  in  Iowa  in  1856 
he  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  Congres- 
sional committee  for  the  First  District.  He 
was  elected  clerk  of  the  district  court  for 
Des  Moines  County  in  i860,  and  was  the 
first  republican  who  held  that  office  in  the 
O'wty.  During  his  long  life  he  has  served 
as  delegate  to  many  conventions.  In  1861, 
together  with  W.  D.  Gilbert,  he  equipped  an 
artillery  company  known  as  the  Fletcher  or 
First  Iowa  Battery,  wh;ch  left  the  city  and 
went  to  the  front,  serving  mostly  in  the 
south.  It  did  very  effective  service  at  the 
battle  of  Pea  Ridge. 

Mr.  Lahee  was  married  December  6,  1856, 
to  Ellen  F.  House,  of  Rome,  New  York, 
who  is  a  graduate  of  Troy  Female  Seminary, 
New  York,  and  a  granddaughter  of  one  of 
the  Life  Guards  of  General  Washington. 
Four  children  have  been  born  to  them,  two 
of  whom  are  now  living:  John  Stillman, 
who  completed  his  education  at  the  State 
University,  and  Effie  Frances,  at  Vassar 
College,  New  York.  Both  children  reside 
at  home  with  their  parents. 


LOCKIN,  Joseph  Cooper,  was  born  at 
Brandon,  Wisconsin,  November  3,  1853.  He 
was  reared  on  a  farm  and  the  practical  les- 
sons relative  thereto  were  learned  while 
working  with  his  brothers  on  the  paternal 
acres.  His  educational  advantages  were 
such  as  are  afforded  by  the  more  prosperous 
rural  communities.  He  received  no  college 
training,  but  being  a  great  lover  of  books, 
has  kept  in  close  communion  with  them  all 
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his  life,  and  from  his  well  selected  library  has 
obtained  a  mental  culture  and  scope  of  in- 
formation possessed  by  but  few  men  in  the 
ordinary  stations  of  life.  While  in  no  sense 
extensive,  in  comparison  with  that  which 
might  be  deemed  necessary  by  a  man  whose 
time  is  devoted  wholly  to  literature,  his 
choice  of  books  evidences  a  studious  habit  of 
mind  and  a  cultivated  taste.  His  home  train- 
ing was  such  as  to  encourage  industry  and 
independence.  He  early  learned  the  value 
of  money  through  being  required  to  earn 
what  he  was  permitted  to  spend.  The  ways 
and  means  were  always  provided,  but  the 


labor  performed  in  exchange  for  the  coveted 
dollar  had  to  be  his  own.  In  the  fall  of 
1876  he  was  seized  with  the  western  fever, 
and  emigrated  to  Iowa,  settling  on  a  farm 
near  Aurelia.  The  management  of  this  fartn 
occupied  his  entire  time  for  sixteen  years. 
Having  always  been  a  believer  in  the  diversi- 
fied system  of  farming,  he  naturally  bred 
and  raised  various  kinds  of  fine  stock,  which 
brought  him  an  advance  on  regular  prices. 
He  has  been  conspicuously  successful,  and 
is  now  one  of  the  large  land  owners  of  his 
section  of  the  state.  In  1887  he  received 
the  republican  nomination  to  represent  his 
district. in  the  Legislature  and  was  elected 
by  a  handsome  majority.     His  record  as  a 


legislator  is  one  in  which  he  may  well  take 
pride;  for  he  labored  constantly  and  effect- 
ively for  the  interests  of  his  constituency  and 
the  state  at  large.  Of  a  nature  essentially 
retiring,  he  does  nothing  with  a  view  to 
gaining  notoriety,  but  is  notably  courageous 
in  declaring  his  convictions  and  discharging 
his  duty  as  he  sees  it.  His  best  work  was 
done  in  the  committee  room,  where  he  was 
influential  in  securing  the  formulation  of 
just  legislation  for  the  control  of  the  rail- 
way business.  As  a  citizen  and  neighbor, 
he  is  held  in  highest  esteem  in  the  village  of 
Aurelia,  where  he  now  resides.  September 
25»  J878,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Josephine  Batson,  of  Fairwater,  Wisconsin. 
They  have  three  children:  John  Winfred, 
Harold  H.  and  Mary  W.  The  domestic  cir- 
cle is  a  happy  and  handsome  one.  Mother, 
daughter  and  sons  are  proud  of  their  home 
and  at  the  great  success  that  has  generously 
crowned  the  life  of  the  respected  husband, 
and  father. 


LOWRY,  Jacob  J.,  of  Cresco,  is  one  of 
the  prominent  public-spirited  citizens  of  that 
city  and  a  leading  druggist  and  pharmacist, 
owning  one  of  the  finest  drug  stores  in 
northwestern  Iowa.  Mr.  Lowry  is  of  Scotch 
and  German  descent.  His  father,  Jacob 
Lowry,  and  grandfather,  Jacob  J.  Lowry, 
came  to  the  United  States  from  Germany  in 
the  early  thirties,  while  Jacob  Lowry  was  a 
boy  of  about  twenty-two  years.  The  grand- 
father engaged  in  the  canal  business  in  Balti- 
more, Maryland,  where  he  continued  until 
his  death  in  1839.  Soon  after  this,  Jacob 
Lowry  moved  to  Dearborn  County,  Indiana, 
where  he  was  married  in  1840,  to  Henri- 
etta Dunzing,  a  native  of  Hanover,  Ger- 
many, who  came  to  America  in  1837,  at  the 
age  of  twenty-three  years. 

J.  J.  Lowry  was  born  July  13,  1845,  on  a 
farm  in  Dearborn  County,  Indiana,  moving 
in  1857,  at  the  age  of  twelve,  with  his  par- 
ents to  Iowa,  settling  on  a  farm  in  Howard 
County.  He  obtained  his  early  education - 
in  the  common  country  schools  of  Indiana 
and  Iowa,  and  beginning  in  1862  attended 
Beloit  College,  in  Wisconsin,  for  a  period  of 
thirteen  months.  At  sixteen  he  began  clerk- 
ing in  a  store  at  New  Oregon,  a  small  town 
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in  1880,  who  is  attending  high  school ;  Frank 
J.,  born  in  1888,  and  Lillis,  born  in  1893. 


about  two  miles  from  Cresco,  where  he  con- 
tinued to  work  for  five  years.  In  1866,  when 
twenty-one  years  old,  he  began  business  for 
himself  as  a  druggist  at  Cresco,  and  has 
made  this  his  home  ever  since.  By  strict  at- 
tention to  business  and  by  honest  methods, 
he  has  secured  a  liberal  patronage  and  is  now 
one  of  the  leading  business  men  of  the 
tiAvn. 

Mr.  Lowry  has  always  been  a  steadfast 
democrat,  though  he  is  not  a  bitter  partisan. 
He  was  elected  to  the  office  of  sheriff  of 
Howard  County  in  1879  and  served  two 
terms  .  He  was  chosen  Representative  for 
his  district  in  November,  1895,  and  served 
in  the  Twenty-sixth  General  and  special  ses- 
sions of  the  Iowa  Legislature.  He  has  been 
a  meml)er  of  the  Cresco  board  of  education 
since  1880,  and  takes  a  keen  interest  in 
everything  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  the 
public  schools. 

Mr.  Lowry  is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church.  He  has  for  many  years  belonged 
t  >  the  Masonx  order.  He  was  married  Feb- 
ruary 22%  1873,  to  Miss  Jennie  Mullen,  of 
Bear  Creek,  Wisconsin.  They  have  four 
sons:  Fred  B.,  born  in  1874,  who  is  a  reg- 
istered pharmacist,  and  who  helps  his  father 
in  the  conduct  of  his  business ;  Norbert,  born 


LINGENFELTER ,  James  Franklin. 
One  of  the  successful  business  men  and  large 
property  owners  of  Story  County  is  J.  F. 
Lingenfelter,  of  Collins.  He  is  a  native  of 
this  state,  born  at  Palmyra,  April  4,  1857. 
His  father,  George  W.  Lingenfelter,  has 
been  an  active  man  of  business,  and  although 
now  in  his  sixty-seventh  year,  is  discharging 
duties  that  often  prove  a  serious  burden  to 
men  of  fewer  years.  He  was  born  in  Ken- 
tucky in  1834,  but  soon  thereafter  removed 
to  Shelby  County,  Indiana,  where  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Lizzie  Gilman,  a  Pennsyl- 
vania woman.  They  came  to  Iowa  in  1855 
and  settled  in  Warren  County,  where  they 
resided  until  1892,  removing  at  that  time 
to  Collins.  They  reared  two  children :  \V. 
E.  Lingenfelter,  a  resident  of  Des  Moines 
and  one  of  the  largest  exporters  of  horses 
in  the  state,  and  James  F.,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  The  father  came  of  Teutonic 
stock,  but  of  long  American  cultivation ;  the 
mother's  father  came  from  Indiana  in  1855 
and  erected  a  woolen  mill  at  Palmyra,  being 
one  of  the  earliest  of  the  pioneers  in  the 
manufacturing  business  in  the  state.  After 
amassing  considerable  wealth,  he  retired 
from  business  and  removed  to  Des  Moines, 
where  he  died  in  1891. 

The  early  life  of  James  F.  was  spent  on 
the  farm  in  Warren  County.  In  1879,  how- 
ever, the  prices  of  grain  and  all  farm  prod- 
ucts ranging  very  lowr,  he  became  discon- 
tented with  farming  and  concluded  to  go  to 
Colorado,  locating  at  Leadville.  Here  he 
engaged  in  cutting  timbers  for  the  mines, 
gradually  advancing  until  he  became  a  con- 
tractor for  timber  supplies.  He  followed 
that  business  for  three  years,  returning  to 
Iowa  in  the  fall  of  1882.  With  the  savings 
of  past  years  he  was  enabled  to  go  into  part- 
nership wth  his  father  in  the  general  mer- 
chandise business  at  Palmyra.  In  1885  he 
was  appointed  postmaster,  and  so  was  pros- 
pering when,  in  1886,  fire  consumed  the 
merchandise  stock.  He  erected  a  building 
on  the  old  site  and  resumed  business  alone. 
After  three  years  he  sold  out  and  formed  a 
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partnership  with  his  brother  in  the  horse  bus- 
iness, which  is  still  existing.  In  1890  he 
purchased  the  general  merchandise  business 
of  Hidy  Bros.,  at  Collins,  to  which  his  per- 
sonal attention  was  directed,  leaving  the 
horse  business  almost  entirely  to  his 
brother.  In  both  of  these  they  have  been 
successful,  and  are  large  owners  of  landed 
and  city  estates. 

In  politics  he  is  a  democrat,  but  with  the 
exception  of  the  postmastership,  has  held  no 
office  of  political  preferment.  He  was 
elected  twice  in  succession  as  a  member  of 
the  city  council  of  Collins,  and  took  a  prom- 
inent part  in  transforming  the  village  into 
an  incorporated  town.  He  is  a  Mason,  an 
Odd  Fellow  and  a  Modern  Woodman  of 
America.  He  is  Past  Noble  Grand  of  his 
local  lodge  of  Odd  Fellows. 

Mr.  Lingenfelter  was  married  to  Miss 
Jennie  Jamison  of  Palmyra  in  1887.  They 
have  two  children :  George,  born  in  Palmyra, 
February  5,  1889,  and  Harold,  born  in  Col- 
lins, October  1,  1894. 


LAKE,  Col.  Jed,  was  born  in  Virgil,  New 
York,   November   18,    1830.     In   1777  his 


great-grandfather,  Thomas  Lake,  lived  in 
Albany  County,  N.  Y.,  and  he  and  his  son, 
Henry,  enlisted  in  the  State  Militia,  which 
took  part  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  The 
father  served  four  years  in  the  war,  accord- 
ing to  history,  and  the  son  served  the" same 
length  of  time.  Henry  Lake  was  married  to 
Miss  Jennie  Waldo,  and  they  settled  in 
Montgomery  County,  New  York,  where 
they  reared  a  family  of  fourteen  children. 
The  sixth  of  the  family,  Jedediah,  is  the 
father  of  Col.  Jed  Lake.  On  the  mother's 
side  the  great-grandfather,  William  Church, 
was  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  from  Con- 
necticut. The  grandfather,  Malechi 
Church,  was  too  young  to  enter  the  military 
service.  He  married  Miss  Lucy  Blakeslee, 
a  Vermont  girl,  and  removed  to  Cortland 
County,  New  York,  where  they  brought  up 
a  family  of  twelve  children.  When  Jedediah 
Lake  became  of  age  he,  too,  went  to  Cort- 
land County  and  took  up  land,  and  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Patience  Church,  the  fourth  in 
the  family  of  Malechi  Church.  Four  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them,  of  whom  our  Col. 
Lake  is  the  third.  The  father  was  a  Bap- 
tist and  he  and  Malechi  Church  organized 
the  first  Baptist  Church  in  that  community. 
Rev.  Phipps  W.  Lake  was  pastor,  and  soon 
had  a  congregation  of  more  than  two  hun- 
dred. Jedediah  Lake  died  when  the  present 
Col.  Lake  was  less  than  three  years  old,  but 
the  mother  kept  the  family  together  until 
Henry  had  reached  an  age  when  he  could 
take  charge  of  the  farm.  Then  Jed  started 
out  in  life  for  himself.  He  drove  one  season 
on  the  Erie  canal,  and  then  entered  the  New 
York  Central  College,  where  he  remained 
four  terms,  after  which  he  spent  two  years 
in  the  Homer  Academy,  paying  his  own 
way.  In  1855  he  came  to  Independence, 
Iowa,  where  he  began  the  practice  of  law  in 
1858,  and  has  since  resided. 

When  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  broke  out, 
he  enlisted  in  what  was  Company  C,  Twenty, 
seventh  Iowa  Infantry,  and  was  commis- 
sioned lieutenant  colonel.  The  regiment  was 
in  a  large  number  of  battles,  and  by  order 
of  the  war  department  had  inscribed  on  its 
banners  the  following  important  battles,  in 
which  it  was  engaged :  Little  Rock,  Arkan- 
sas, September  10,  1863;  Fort  DeRussey, 
Louisiana,  March  14,  1864;  Pleasant  Hill, 
Louisiana,  April  9,  1864;  Old  Oaks,  Louis-j 
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nana,  May  18,  1864;  Ditch  Bayou,  Arkansas, 
June  6,  1864;  Tupalo,  Mississippi,  July  14, 
1864;  Old  Town  Creek,  Mississippi,  July  15, 
1864;  Nashville,  Tennessee,  December  15 
.and  16,  1864;  siege  and  capture  of  Fort 
Blakely,  Alabama,  April  2  to  9,  1865.  The 
•capture  of  Fort  Blakely  was  after  the  sur- 
render of  General  Lee,  and  was  the  last  real 
battle  of  the  war.  The  regiment  which  had 
rseen  such  glorious  service  was  mustered  out 
-at  Clinton,  Iowa,  August  9,  1865.  At  that 
"time  Col.  Lake  issued  the  following  farewell 
<order; 


"Fellow  Soldiers :  In  taking  leave  of  you 
at  this  time,  after  three  years  in  the  field,  I 
liardly  know  how  to  express  myself,  such 
varied  emotions  crowd  themselves  upon  my 
mind.  I  feel  sorrow  at  severing  the  rela- 
tions which  have  grown  up  among  us  during 
the  hardships  that  we  have  suffered  in  the 
field;  joy  at  the  prospect  of  once  more  join- 
ing our  friends  and  families  in  civil  life.  But 
knowing  that  we  have  fully  accomplished 
that  for  which  we  entered  the  military  ser- 
vice, you  can  return  to  your  homes  with  the 
consciousness  that  you  have  done  well  your 
duty  to  your  country  as  soldiers.  By  your 
By  your  patience  on  long  and  fatiguing 
marches,  your  uncomplaining  submission  to 


the  hardships  and  privations  of  camp  life, 
you  have  won  for  yourself  an  enviable  repu- 
tation. You  are  now  about  to  return  to  pri- 
vate life.  Be  as  good  citizens  as  you  have 
been  soldiers,  and  you  will  ever  maintain  for 
yourselves  the  highest  esteem  of  your  fellow 
men." 

Before  going  to  war  Col.  Lake  had  been 
elected  to  represent  Buchanan  County  in  the 
Ninth  General  Assembly.  That  body  met 
after  the  war  had  begun,  and  passed  laws 
for  taking  the  votes  of  the  soldiers  in  the 
field,  for  providing  for  soldiers'  families 
needing  assistance,  etc. 

At  the  close  of  hostilities  Col.  Lake  re- 
sumed the  practice  of  law  at  Independence. 
In  1870  he  took  in  as  partner  Mr.  M.  W. 
Harmon  and  they  have  worked  together  ever 
since,  neither  having  at  any  time  expressed 
a  wish  to  dissolve  the  relation.  Col.  Lake 
has  held  a  number  of  public  offices,  among 
which  may  be  mentioned  member  of  the 
board  of  supervisors,  member  of  the  city 
council,  trustee  of  the  hospital  for  the  in- 
sane at  Independence.  He  was  appointed 
by  President  Harrison  on  a  commission  to 
appraise  sixty-six  thousand  acres  of  land  in 
the  northern  part  of  California,  which  work 
was  performed  in  the  winter  of  1893-4. 

In  1878  the  owners  of  the  Driven  Well 
patent  sued  more  than  three  hundred  of  the 
citizens  of  Buchanan,  Blackhawk,  Bremer, 
Butler,  Benton,  Fayette,  Johnson  and  Mus- 
catine Counties  for  infringing  that  patent 
Mr.  Lake  was  employed  by  the  defendants. 
After  more  than  nine  years  the  supreme  court 
of  the  United  States  held  that  the  patent 
was  invalid,  on  evidence  produced  by  Col. 
Lake.  It  was  a  great  triumph,  and  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  which  met  in  1888  passed  a 
joint  resolution  thanking  the  Colonel  for 
his  work,  whereby  the  state  was  saved  more 
than  a  million  dollars  and  the  people  of  the 
United  States  more  than  two  millions. 

He  has  always  been  a  republican,  and  was 
an  ardent  supporter  of  Lincoln.  In  c888 
he  was  one  of  the  Harrison  presidential 
electors  in  Iowa. 

In  1893  Perry  Munson,  of  Independence, 
desired  to  put  some  money  into  a  building, 
to  be  used  as  an  industrial  training  school 
and  for  a  free  public  library,  but  received 
no  encouragement.  Upon  mentioning  the 
matter  to  Col.  Lake,  he  promptly  offered  to 
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jjive  the  site  if  Mr.  Munson  would  erect  a 
suitable  building,  and  the  plans  were  at  once 
arranged.  It  was  left  to  Col.  Lake  to  select 
an  architect,  and  the  result  was  that  the 
building,  erected  in  1894,  eclipsed  anything 
of  its  kind  in  the  state.  Col.  Lake  served  as 
president  of  the  board  of  trustees.  He  was 
president  of  the  commission  appointed  to 
erect  a  hospital  for  the  insane  at  Cherokee, 
and  turned  the  institution  over  to  the  Board 
of  Control  in  1898  in  good  shape.  In  Janu- 
ary, 1 86 1,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  E. 
Meyer,  a  noble  woman,  who  is  still  sharing 
with  the  Colonel  his  joys  and  sorrows.  They 
have  two  children:  Rush  C,  born  April  13, 
1862,  who  is  practicing  law  in  Kansas  City, 
and  a  daughter,  Harriett  I.,  born  February  7, 
1870,  residing  at  the  parental  home. 


McCARTHY,  Cornelius  George,  of 
Des  Moines,  was  born  January  29,  1843,  at 
Toledo,  Ontario.  He  was  the  son  of  Flor- 
ence and  Elizabeth  McCarthy,  who  were 
natives  of  Ireland.  Their  son,  Cornelius  G., 
was  brought  up  on  a  farm  and  educated  in 
the  common  and  select  schools  of  Toledo. 
In  1864  he  came  to  Iowa  and  taught  tn  the 
public  schools  of  Story  County  one  winter, 
after  which  he  returned  to  Canada.  In  1867 
he  determined  to  make  his  permanent  home 
in  Iowa,  and  in  March  of  that  year  settled 
at  Ames,  Story  County,  where  he  engaged 
in  farming  and  stock  raising  and  taught 
school  during  the  winter  months  until  1881. 
On  the  3d  of  February,  1870,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Laura  Barnes.  Mr. 
McCarthy  was  successful  in  business  and 
became  interested  in  the  Central  Iowa  Im- 
porting and  Breeding  Company,  which  for 
many  years  carried  on  a  large  business  in 
importing  French  and  English  horses,  and 
breeding  that  class  of  stock,  contributing 
largely  to  the  improvement  of  the  horses  of 
that  section  of  the  state.  In  1889  Mr.  Mc- 
Carthy helped  to  organize  in  Dies  Moines 
the  Iowa  Savings  and  Loan  Association. 
He  was  chosen  one  of  the  directors,  which 
position  he  has  continued  to  hold  from  the 
date  of  organization.  Upon  the  death  of 
William  R.  Ankeny,  the  former  president, 
in  1893,  Mr-  McCarthy  was  elected  to  fill 
the  vacancy  and  has  been   repeatedly  re- 


elected. The  association  has  extended  its 
business  largely,  and  under  the  judicious' 
management  of  its  officers  has  grown  into 
one  of  the  strong  institutions  of  the  city  and 
state.  Mr.  McCarthy  has  always  been  an 
active  republican,  and  in  1881  was  elected 
auditor  of  Story  County,  serving  in  that 
position  with  such  efficiency  as  tQ  be  kept  in 
office  for  four  terms.  He  won  such  a  rep- 
utation in  that  place  for  excellent  business 
management  that  in  1889  he  was  elected  to 
represent  Story  County  in  the  Twenty-third 
General  Assembly.    He  served  in  the  popular 


branch  on  the  committees  on  Normal 
Schools,  Insurance,  Compensation  of  Public 
Officers,County  and  Township  Organization, 
Fish  and  Game,  Enrolled  Bills  and  Rules, 
winning  a  reputation  as  one  of  the  leading 
members  of  the  House.  He  received  a  large 
vote  in  the  republican  state  convention  of 
1890  for  auditor  of  state.  Two  years  later 
he  was  nominated  for  that  position  and  was 
elected.  He  has  been  twice  re-elected,  the 
last  time  in  1896.  In  the  office  of  auditor, 
Mr.  McCarthy  rendered  the  state  service  of 
conspicuous  value,  being  the  right  man  in  an 
emergency.  Having  supervision  of  the 
finances  of  the  state,  the  supervision  of 
banks,    insurance   companies   and   building 
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and  loan  associations,  his  good  judgment 
and  his  courage  in  enforcing  conservative 
business  principles  saved  the  people  of  the 
state  from  many  financial  troubles  and 
earned  for  him  the  gratitude  of  all  who  knew 
of  what  he  quietly  did.  The  panic  came  dur- 
ing his  administration  and  by  careful  watch- 
fulness and  by  insisting  upon  the  observance 
of  safe  rules  of  banking,  he  carried  the.  state 
through  without  the  threatened  bank  fail- 
ures. The  new  building  and  loan  law,  which 
he  had  been  so  long  working  to  secure,  was 
inaugurated  during  his  administration,  and 
it  was  to  his  knowledge  and  industry  pre- 
eminently that  it  was  so  satisfactorily  admin- 
istered. Auditor  McCarthy  recommended 
and  put  in  effect  numerous  changes  in  the 
banking  laws  and  in  the  manner  of  their 
enforcement,  all  calculated  for  the  better 
protection  of  the  public  and  making  it  im- 
possible for  bank  officers  to  wreck  banks. 
His  recommendations  were  adopted  by  the 
Legislature.  His  important  service  on  the 
executive  council,  in  his  office  and  as  a  cam- 
paign speaker  have  given  Mr.  McCarthy  a 
wide  state  acquaintance  and  popularity,  and 
have  caused  him  to  be  often  referred  to  as  a 
probable  candidate  for  governor.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  McCarthy  have  a  family  of  five  bright 
childrenof  whom  any  parents  might  justly  be 
proud.  Clarice,  the  only  daughter,  was  born 
November  n,  1870.  She  was  educated  at 
the  State  College  at  Ames  and  at  Grinnell. 
After  coming  to  Des  Moines  she  became  one 
o*  the  most  efficient  and  devoted  workers  in 
the  Unitarian  Church  and  its  auxiliary  so- 
cieties. In  May,  1897,  she  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Dr.  L.  D.  McNaughton,  and 
they  settled  at  Eagle  Grove.  Wilton  W., 
the  oldest  son,  was  born  June  18,  1872.  He 
was  educated  at  the  State  College  at  Ames, 
graduated  from  the  medical  department  of 
Drake  University  and  began  practice  in  his 
profession  at  Des  Moines,  where  he  was 
elected  county  physician.  Marion  was  born 
April  2,  1874,  after  procuring  a  good  educa- 
tion in  the  city  schools  and  graduating  from 
the  high  school  at  Nevada,  he  went  to  the 
State  College  at  Ames  and  from  there  to 
Europe,  where  he  studied  French,  German 
and  Spanish.  Albert  H.  was  born  January 
1,  1876,  and  was  admitted  to  the  United 
States  Naval  Academy  at  Annapolis  in  1893, 
graduating  with  high  honors  in  J 897.    He  is 


now  an  ensign  in  the  naval  service  of  the 
country.  Charles  F.,  the  youngest  son,  was 
born  June  14,  1889,  and  is  now  a  bright 
school  boy.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCarthy  are 
active  and  prominent  workers  in  the  First 
Unitarian  Church  of  Des  Moines.  Mr.  Mc- 
Carthy has  served  many  years  on  the  board 
of  trustees  and  several  terms  as  president. 


PEARSON,  WILLIAM  L.,  Professor  of 
Biblical  Literature  and  Exegesis  in  Penn 
College,  Oskaloosa,  is  descended  from  John 


Pearson,  who  came  to  this  country  in  1682 
as  surveyor  with  William  Penn.  He  was 
born  July  4,  1849,  *n  Cooqsboro,  Johnston 
County,  North  Carolina.  The  family  be- 
longed to  the  Society  of  Friends,  except 
Ichabod  Pearson,  who,  declining  to  liberate 
some  well  satisfied  slaves,  forfeited  his 
membership.  He  was  a  resident  of  North 
Carolina.  His  spn,  Lazarus,  however, 
was  such  a  prosperous  abolitionist  that, 
though  refusing  any  of  his  father's  slaves 
and  consequently  beginning  a  poor  man, 
within  eighteen  years  he  owned  in  succes- 
sion the  plantations  of  two  slaveholders. 
He  suffered  many  inconveniences  and  in- 
juries because  of  the  introduction  of  free 
Digitized  by  LiOOQ IC 


PROGRESSIVE    MEN   OF   IOWA. 


321 


labor  and  came  near  losing  his  life  at  the 
beginning  of  the  War.     From  his  friendly 
home  probably  500  persons,  among  them 
two  escaped  Yankee  prisoners,  were  sent 
north  during  the  War.    His  wife  was  Sarah 
Edgerton.    Her  family  came  from  Ireland. 
They  had  nine  children,  of  whom  William 
L.  was  the  seventh.    Lazarus  Pearson  has  a 
prominent    place    in    the    list    of    Quaker 
"Southern  Heroes,"  who  endured  great  suf- 
fering during  the  War,  not  only  on  account 
of  their  loyalty  to  the  Union,  but  especially 
on  accfount  of  their  Christian    principles, 
which  forbade  every  participation  in  war. 
He    and  and     his     wife     gave     to     their 
children  sterling  character  and  high  moral 
courage.    There  was  very  little  opportunity 
to  go  to  school  in  the  South,  and  young 
Pearson    reached    the   age   of    twenty-one 
years  with  about  three  years  of  schooling 
to  his  credit.    After  a  year  in  Friends'  New 
Garden  -Boarding    School,    now    Guilford 
College,  he  prepared  for  college  at  Harts- 
ville  University  in  Indiana,  and  was  grad- 
uated from  Earlham  College,  Richmond, 
Indiana,  in   1875.      Mr.  Pearson  believed 
himself  called  to  the  ministry,  and  though 
urged  to  run  for  the  Legislature,  he  ad- 
hered to  his  purpose,  entering  Princeton 
Theological    Seminary   in  1878,    and    was 
graduated   in    1881,   winning  the  Hebrew 
Fellowship.     He  had  already  received,  in 
1880,  the  Master's  Degree  from  Princeton 
University.     Ha  pursued  a  year's  special 
study  in  Germany  under  the  direction  of 
Prof.  William  Henry  Green,  D.  D.,  LL. 
D.,  Chairman  of  the  American  Company  of 
Old  Testament  Revisers  and  the  acknowl- 
edged ablest  opponent  of  the  radical  biblical 
criticism.    Altogether  he  was  a  student  two 
years  in  Berlin  and  a  year  and  a  half  in 
Leipzig  University.     He  received  the  Doc- 
tor's Degree  from  Leipzig  in  1885,  when 
his  dissertation  on  "The  Phophecy  of  Joel" 
received  the  highest  markings  by  the  Phil- 
osophical Faculty.     He  traveled  in  Europe, 
Egypt,  Palestine  and  Syria,  and  in   1886 
became  pastor  of  Friends'  Church  in  Min- 
neapolis.   His  contributions  to  the  Friends' 
Review  (now  The  American  Friend)  made 
him  favorably  known  to  Friends  in  England 
and  America.     In  1887,  in  response  to  an 
urgent  appeal  from  the  alumni  and  the  pres- 
ident of  Penn  College,  he  accepted  the  newly 


established  Professorship  of  Modern  Lan- 
guages of  that  institution.  In  1891  he  re- 
signed this  position,  and  the  Board  of 
Trustees  established  the  Chair  of  Biblical 
Literature  and  Exegesis,  which  he  was  in* 
vited  to  fill.  The  work  has  grown  under 
adverse  circumstances  until  it  offers  fully 
two-thirds  of  a  first-rate  theological  course. 
It  is  devoted  to  diligent  and  devout  research 
it?  revealed  truth  and  is  conducted  in  a 
truly  oatholic  ^pirit.  Students  of  fifteen 
denominations  and  some  of  no  church  af- 
filiation have  been  drawn  to  its  classes.  The 
Penn  Correspondence  School,  of  which  Dr. 
Pearson  is  the  head,  offers  three  years'  home 
study  in  Biblical  History,  etc.  Dr.  Pear- 
son has  been  valuable  to  the  institution  for 
the  financial  aid  which  he  has  brought  to  it, 
both  from  England  and  America,  and  he 
has  contributed  very  largely  to  the  high 
standing  the  college  enjoys  East  and  West. 
He  has  resisted  all  temptations  to  leave  the 
college  for  a  higher  salary,  which  has  re- 
peatedly been  offered  to  him,  and  has  de- 
voted himself  unselfishly  to  his  ideal — bib- 
lical and  theological  education.  He  has 
also  had  an  important  part  in  shaping  the 
affairs  of  the  Society  of  Friends.  As  op- 
posed to  revolutionary  tendencies,  Professor 
Pearson  has  had  a  good  deal  of  success  in 
readapting  old  forms  to  the  new  conditions 
and  in  developing  latent  principles  into  liv- 
ing forms.  It  was  Dr.  Pearson  who  made 
the  first  public  proposal  in  Iowa  Yearly 
Meeting  for  a  general  conference  of  dele- 
gates from  all  the  American  Yearly  Meet- 
ings of  Friends  to  be  held  every  five  years. 
The  proposition  was  generally  approved, 
and  he  was  a  delegate  to  the  First  Quinquen- 
nial Conference  of  Friends  in  1892,  and 
also  to  the  second  in  1897,  where  he  par 
ticipated  in  the  debates  and  conclusions 
leading  to  a  uniform  constitution  and  dis- 
cipline of  the  Society  of  Friends  in  America, 
and  giving  the  Quinquennial  Conference  a 
good  degree  of  legislative  authority. 

Dr.  Pearson  was  married  January  1,  1895, 
tc  Miss  Nancy  Greaves  of  Newburgh,  New 
York.  She  came  of  a  prominent  family  and 
was  a  very  useful  member  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church.  She  soon  filled  a  warm 
place  in  the  social  and  religious  circles  of 
Oskaloosa.  She  had  traveled  extensively, 
having  been  twice  in  England,  whence  her 
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family  came.  While  he  has  not  been  ac- 
tively engaged  in  politics,  Dr.  Pearson  is 
an  independent  republican  and  a  firm  be- 
liever in  prohibition. 


FERRIS,  FRANK  L.,  Sioux  City's  able 
attorney  and  political,  was  born  in  Ches- 
terville,  Ohio,  where  his  parents  were  resid- 
ing, on  December  29,  1856.  His  father  was 
of  Welsh  ancestry  and  closely  related  to  the 


Ferris,  Peck  and  Phillips  families  of  New 
York.  His  mother  was  of  Scotch  ancestry. 
His  early  education  was  obtained  (at  the 
country  schools  near  his  home,  until  about 
sixteen  years  of  age,  when  he  took  a  course 
at  the  New  London,  Ohio,  High  School, 
his  parents  having  moved  there  a  short  time 
prior.  Aside  from  this  his  education  haa 
been  obtained  by  hard  study  at  such  times 
as  he  could  spare  from  the  cares  of  busi- 
ness. 

Mr.  Ferris  came  to  Sioux  City  in  April, 
1888,  from  South  Dakota,  where  he  had  re- 
sided for  some  years,  because  opportunities 
were  open  in  the  Iowa  town  that  were  lack- 
ing there.  He  has  practiced  law  since  1881. 
He  studied  in  the  office  of  Hon.  R.  C.  Pow- 


ers in  New  London,  Ohio,  following  the 
Ann  Arbor  course,  and  was  admitted  to 
practice  by  the  supreme  court  of  Ohio  on 
May  3,  1881.  He  practiced  in  connection 
with  his  preceptor  until  1883,  when  he  re- 
moved to  South  Dakota,  and  in  1886  became 
connected  with  the  law  department  of  the 
Chicago  &  Northwestern  Railway  for  that 
state.  Since  removing  to  Sioux  City  he  has 
been  steadily  building  up  a  practice,  prin- 
cipally in  the  line  of  corporate  and  munici- 
pal law.  The  most  important  cases  tried 
b>  him  were  those  brought  against  Walter 
Strange,  ex-county  supervisor,  for  alleged 
criminal  and  illegal  transactions  while  in  of- 
fice. Mr.  Ferris  was  leading  counsel  for  the 
defense,  and  the  first  trial,  of  twenty  days' 
duration,  resulted  in  a  disagreement  of  the 
jury;  and  on  a  retrial  of  ten  days,  the  de- 
fendant was  acquitted.  Mr.  Ferris  has  also 
a  considerable  practice  in  this  and  neigh- 
boring states  upon  the  question  of  the  ex* 
action  of  licenses  by  cities  and  towns  from 
transient  merchants  and  others.  Mr.  Fer- 
ris is  a  prominent  republican  politician.  He 
goes  on  the  stump  in  every  campaign,  under 
the  direction  of  the  State  Central  Commit- 
tee, and  takes  an  active  part  in  the  contests 
at  home.  He  was  assistant  secretary  of  the 
Republican  State  Convention  in  1896  and 
again  in  1900,  and  was  highly  complimented 
for  effective  and  intelligent  work  in  that 
capacity.  In  matters  pertaining  to  state 
legislation  he  takes  a  keen  interest,  and  was 
largely  responsible  for  the  passage  by  the 
Twenty-fifth  General  Assembly  of  the  law 
preventing  parties  from  buying  claims,  out- 
side the  state,  against  railway  employes  and 
sending  them  here  for  suit  and  garnish- 
ment. He  is  ever  ready  to  assist  the  labor- 
ing classes  to  obtain  their  rights.  Because 
of  his  activity  and  general  fitness,  Mr.  Fer- 
ris has  been  prominently  mentioned  as  a  can- 
didate for  the  Legislature  from  his  county 
and  for  judicial  honors.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  Grand  Lodge 
oi  Iowa,  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  is  identi- 
fied with  the  Unitarian  Church.  He  also 
takes  a  prominent  part  in  literary  matters. 
He  was  married  on  December  15,  1887,  to 
Miss  Sara  Sargent  of  Fayette.  Ohio.  They 
have  one  daughter,  Winifred  J.,  born  April 
5,  1890. 
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McMURRAY,  John  Parry,  of  Beacon. 
From  Ohio  County,  West  Virginia,  near 
Wheeling,  comes  a  gentleman  whose  stabil- 
ity of  character  in  after  life  was  possibly 
inspired  by  the  rugged  hills  of  the  vicinity 
of  his  childhood.  John  Parry  McMurray 
was  born  November  14,  1859,  being  the 
son  of  William  and  Mary  E.  McMurray. 
His  father  was  born  in  Delaware  County. 
Ohio,  and  his  mother,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Parry,  as  suggested  by  the  middle  name 
of  her  son,  looks  to  far-away  Wales  as  the 
land  of  her  nativity.  One  hundred  and  five 
acres  of  beautiful  prairie  land  in  Monroe 


County,  Iowa,  attracted  the  senior  McMur- 
rays,  wlith  their  families,  from  the  West 
Virginia  home.  This  was  in  1868,  the  new 
farm  being  on  what  is  known  as  Miller 
Ridge.  In  the  Monroe  County  district 
schools  John  obtained  the  rudiments  of  that 
education  which  was  continued  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Beacon  and  finished  at  Oska- 
loosa  College,  from  which  he  graduated  in 
1882  with  the  degree  of  B.  Ph. 

In  1874  the  Monroe  County  property 
was  exchanged  for  that  now  occupied  by 
Mr.  McMurray,  a  beautiful,  home-like  place 
near  Beacon,  >^hich  he  and  his  estimable 
family  have  beautified  and  made  a  place  of 
comfort  and  happiness. 


Being  possessed  of  a  mind  bent  upon 
educational  work,  he  took  a  degree  at  the 
Iowa  State  Normal  in  1885.  In  1891  the 
high  honor  of  a  life  diploma  to  teach  in  the 
public  schools  of  Iowa  was  conferred  upon 
him,  Oskalocfca  College,  his  proud  Alma 
Mater,  having  seen  fit  three  years  before  to 
suffix  to  his  name  the  degree  of  A.  M.  Mn 
McMurray  was  principal  of  the  public 
schools  at  Marble  Rocjk  for  three  I  years, 
;being  attracted  from  this  position  by  a  flat- 
tering offer  of  the  Chair  of  Mathematics  in 
Oskaloosa.  College,  which  he  filled  most 
creditably  for  four  years.  During  the  last 
eight  years  he  has  been  principal  of  the 
Beacon  Public  Schools,  and  taught  there 
two  years  at  another  time.  With  this  school 
his  associations  have  been  most  intimate, 
having  served  the  district  in  every  capacity 
except  that  of  treasurer.  He  earned  his 
first  money  as  janitor  of  the  building  that 
new  shelters  him  as  the  head  of  Beacon's 
educational  affairs,  and  he  was  a  member 
of  the  first  graduating  class  in  Beacon, 
which  town  in  later  years  he  honorably 
served  as  mayor  for  two  terms.  Mr.  Mc- 
Murray was  originally  a  democrat,  having 
voted  for  President  Cleveland,  but  has  al- 
ways strongly  favored  temperance  and  pro- 
hibition. He  voted  for  the  prohibitory 
amendment  in  1882,  and  for  the  republican 
candidates  for  the  Legislature  on  account 
ot  his  temperance  views.  Since  the  advent 
of  the  mulct  law  he  is  an  avowed  prohibi- 
tionist. He  is  a  Mason,  being  a  member  of 
Leighton  Lodge  No.  397,  of  Beacon,  and 
Hiram  Chapter  No.  18,  of  Oskaloosa,  and 
takes  especial  pride  in  the  work  of  the  Good 
Templar  organization,  which  he  joined  in 
1886. 

In  all  his  arduous  and  successful  life- 
work  Mr.  McMurray  has  been  helped  and 
cheered  by  his  worthy  wife,  who  was  Miss 
Jessie  Lanning  of  Lafayette,  Linn  County, 
Iowa.  They  were  classmates  in  college,  and 
after  graduating  she  taught  in  the  public 
schools  of  Fairfield  and  Cedar  Rapids.  To 
them  have  been  born  two  children,  Waldo 
Reed,  born  November  13,  1888,  and  Nettie 
Maud,  born  August  27,  1890.  To  this  home 
the  young  people  of  the  community  look 
for  the  source  of  many  social  pleasures  and 
its  good  influences  are  noticeably  felt  in  the 
town. 
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McCOY,  Joseph  of  Stanwood,  is  a  native 
of  Illinois,  born  at  little  York,  Warren 
County,  in  that  state,  February  6,  1840. 
He  is  the  son  of  Wm.  J.  M.  McCoy,  a  native 
of  West  Virginia.  His  grandfather,  Joseph 
McCoy,  was  a  government  surveyor  in  Vir- 
ginia and  acquired  by  his  services  a  large 
tract  of  land. 

When  about  twenty-one  years  of  age  Wm. 
J.  McCoy  shipped  as  a  carpenter  on  an  Ohio 
river  steamboat  in  about  the  year  1833.  Not 
very  long  afterward  he  succeeded  in  saving 
the  boat,  which  was  snagged  and  in  a  sink- 
ing condition,  and  was  promoted  to  the  po- 


sition of  captain's  mate.  He  was  on  the 
boat  that  carried  the  Indian  chiefs  Black 
Hawk  and  Keokuk,  from  Dubuque  to  Bur- 
lington at  the  close  of  the  Black  Hawk  war. 
In  trying  to  quiet  a  disturbance  on  the 
street  of  Galena,  Illinois,  he  was  danger- 
ously stabbed  and  was  obliged  to  quit  the 
steamboat  and  go  to  Warren  County,  Il- 
linois, where  his  uncle,  William  McCoy, 
lived.  Here,  in  1837,  he  became  acquainted 
with  and  was  married  to  Nancy  H.  Maley, 
who  was  also  a  native  of  West  Virginia. 
They  settled  in  Little  York,  Illinois,  where 
Joseph  was  born.  When  the  gold  excite- 
ment broke  out  in  California,  in  the  '40s, 


Wm.  J.  McCoy  drove  across  the  plains  with 
an  ox  team  and  engaged  in  mining  for  sev- 
eral years. 

Young  Joseph  McCoy  received  a  good 
common  school  education,  but  did  not  have 
good  health  and  went  to  Colorado  in  1859 
and  worked  for  a  season  in  the  mines.  Upon 
the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion,  in  1861, 
he  enlisted,  on  April  24,  in  Company  G, 
First  Illinois  Cavalry,  as  a  private.  This 
company  furnished  its  own  horses  and 
equipment  and  spent  six  weeks  in  camp  at 
Ouincy  under  the  instruction  of  experienced 
cavalry  officers.  The  regiment  was  then 
ordered  to  Missouri,  where  stirring  scenes 
were  being  enacted.  The  battle  of  Wilson's 
Ci  eek  had  been  fought  and  Price  was  mov- 
ing northward.  The  regiment  was  trans- 
ported by  steamer  to  Jefferson  Barracks, 
near  St.  Louis,  and  went  from  there  to  Jef- 
ferson City  by  rail.  From  there  it  marched 
to  Lexington  to  relieve  the  garrison  of  about 
400  Union  troops,  who  were  besieged  by 
several  thousand  Confederates.  This  was 
accomplished  on  September  1  with  but  slight 
loss  to  either  side,  but  on  September  12 
General  Sterling  Price,  with  14,000  men, 
rrrived  at  the  town  and  after  a  sharp  fight 
cf  two  or  three  hours  took  position  on  the 
fair  grounds  to  await  reinforcements.  Then 
followed  on  September  18,  19  and  20  the 
siege  and  capture  of  Lexington. 

McCoy's  regiment  was  among  those  cap- 
tured, but  the  members  were  soon  paroled, 
not  to  take  up  arms  until  exchanged.  Fail* 
ing  to  effect  an  exchange,  the  regiment  was 
discharged  in  October,  1861.  It  was  re- 
organized in  January,  1862,  and  served  until 
July  of  that  year.  No  exchange  could  bt. 
effected  and  the  regiment  was  discharged  a. 
second  time.  Mr.  McCoy  returned  to  Il- 
linois and  went  to  work  at  harness-making 
for  a  time,  but  in  1864  returned  South  and 
took  a  position  in  the  quartermaster's  de- 
partment and  served  there  until  the  close 
of  the  War.  In  1866  he  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile business  in  his  native  town  of  Little 
York  in  partnership  with  R.  P.  Williver, 
an  old  and  experienced  merchant,  and  con^ 
tinued  until  his  removal  to  Stanwood,  Cedar 
County,  Iowa.  Here  the  firm  was  Maley 
Bros.  &  McCoy,  but  the  town  being  new 
the  business  did  not  prove  as  profitable  as 
expected,  and  he  took  up  farming  and  stock 
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raising.  About  this  time  he  returned  to 
i.'linois,  and  on  January  19,  1870,  married 
H'attie  Dodson.  They  have  one  daughter, 
an  only  child,  born  July  5,  1875.  He  soon 
returned  to  the  general  merchandise  busi- 
ness and  has  been  engaged  in  it  for  twenty 
years.  Upon  the  death  of  Mrs.  McCoy,  in 
1894,  he  sold  his  store  and  continued  in  the 
grain  business. 

Mr.  McCoy  has  held  a  number  of  im- 
portant local  offices  and  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  supervisors  for  seven 
years  and  has  a  three  years'  term  before 
him.  He  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  at 
present  is  quartermaster  and  has  served  in 
all  positions  from  post  commander  down. 
He  has  been  a  member  of  the  United  Pres 
byterian  Church  for  the  past  thirty  years 
and  enjoys  the  esteem  and  respect  of  the 
community. 


MARSTON,  Anson,  Professor  of  Civil 
Engineering  in  the  Iowa  Agricultural  Col- 
lege at  Ames,  is  one  of  the  ablest  engineers 
in  the  state,  and  has  done  much  to  build  up 
this  department  at  the  college.  ,His  an- 
cestors were  Puritans  who  came  to  America 
several  generations  ago.  One  of  his  great- 
grandfathers, Hibbard  Morrill,  was  a  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  wounded  at  the  battle  of 
Bunker  Hill.  His  father,  George  W.  Mars- 
ton,  was  born  in  1835  and  was  one  of  the 
early  settlers  in  Northern  Illinois,  his  par- 
ents having  emigrated  from  New  England 
before  the  time  of  railroads.  He  was  a  sol- 
dier in  the  Civil  War.  The  professor's 
mother,  Sarah  Scott,  was  born  in  1842  and 
her  people  came  to  Illinois  from  Pennsyl- 
vania in  an  early  day.  Anson  Marston  was 
born  May  31,  1864,  in  Seward,  Winnebago 
County,  Illinois.  He  was  brought  up  on  a 
farm  and  began  his  education  in  the  dis- 
trict school.  At  eighteen  he  entered  the 
high  school  at  Rockford,  graduating  a  year 
later,  in  1883.  He  then  taught  a  country 
school  until  the  fall  of  1884,  and  after  at- 
tending college  at  Berea,  Kentucky,  for  a 
year,  he  entered  the  civil  engineering  de- 
partment of  Cornell  University  at  Ithaca, 
New  York.  Upon  entering  he  won  an  $800 
scholarship  prize  in  mathematics,  which, 
with  money  he  earned  during  vacations,  paid 
his  way  through  college.    During  his  senior 


year  he  was  appointed  first  assistant  en- 
gineer of  the  lake  survey,  conducted  by  the 
college  of  civil  engineering,  and  was  also 
elected  a  member  of  the  scientific  society, 
Sigma  Xi,  whose  membership  included  only 
a  few  of  the  most  proficient  seniors.  He 
graduated  in  1889  w^h  the  degree  of  Civil 
Engineer  and  received  honorable  mention 
for  his  thesis. 

Having  worked  at  his  profession  during 
Irs  vacations,  and  demonstrating  particular 
ability  while  at  school  by  assisting  in  de- 
signing the  roof  for  the  college  library  build- 
ing, he  had  no  difficulty  in  securing  remun- 


erative employment,  and  was  at  once  ap- 
pointed resident  engineer  of  the  Indiana  & 
Lake  Michigan  Railway,  with  headquarters 
at  St.  Joseph,  Michigan.  In  a  few  months, 
after  supervising  the  construction  of  four- 
teen miles  of  this  line,  he  resigned  to  accept 
a  position  as  transit  man  on  the  Houston, 
Central  Arkansas  &  Northern  branch  of  the 
Missouri  Pacific  Railway.  Beginning  with 
this  company  in  September,  1889,  he  con- 
t:nued  with  it  three  years,  serving  as 
transit  man  and  chief  of  a  locating  party. 
He  also  revised  the  plans  for  constructing 
one  of  the  m  s:  difficult  portions  of  the  line 
end  had  char^:  of  the  laying  cut  of  mant 
miles  of  rai'road.   including  fit   construc- 
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tion  of  a  *a  £c  steel  dr<w- bridge  over  the 
Cuachita  river  in  Louisiana.  In  March, 
1892,  he  was  appointed  professor  of  civil 
engineering  at  the  Iowa  Agricultural  Col 
lege,  and  a  year  later  was  given  the  full 
professorship.  Since  then  he  has  devoted 
most  of  his  time  to  the  duties  ot  this  «Je- 
partment,  but  has  not  abandoned  practical 
work  in  his  profession.  He  designed  the 
system  of  water  works  for  the  college  in 
1896,  and  prepared  the  plans  and  superin- 
tended the  construction  of  the  largest  steel 
water  tower  and  tank  in  the  state.  The 
design  included  several  new  features  and 
has  since  been  referred  to  in  engineering 
books  as  a  model.  He  has  also  planned  for 
the  college  and  superintended  the  construc- 
tion of  the  first  sewage  disposal  system  luilt 
in  the  state.  In  recognition  of  his  work  iu 
these  lines  he  was  made  college  engineer  in 
1898.  He  has  inaugurated  investigations 
in  sewage  disposal  and  concerning  Iowa 
building  materials  which  promise  to  be  of 
much  value  to  the  state. 

Prof.  Marston  is  a  member  of  the  Ameri- 
can Society  of  Cvil  Engineers,  the  Na- 
tional Society  for  the  Promotion  of  Civil 
Engmeering  Education,  the  Western  So- 
ciety of  Engineers  and  the  Iowa  Engineer- 
ing Society.  At  present  ( 1900)  he  is  pres- 
ident of  the  last  named  society.  He  con- 
tributes papers  to  the  transactions  of  these 
societies  and  has  also  written  for  the  Phy- 
sical Review,  Engineering  News,  Engineer- 
ing Record  and  other  technical  journals.  He 
is  also  a  member  of  the  Society  of  the  Sons 
of  the  American  Revolution.  As  an  in- 
structor he  is  faithful,  earnest  and  thor- 
ough. Students  soon  learn  that  the  only 
way  to  get  into  the  good  graces  of  this  con- 
scientious teacher  is  by  attending  strictly  to 
business. 

The  professor  was  married  December  14, 
1892,  to  Miss  M.  Alice  Day  of  Seward,  Il- 
linois, who  had  attended  the  Michigan  Uni- 
versity. They  have  one  child,  Morrill 
Watson,  who  was  born  January  30,  1896. 


McFARLANE,  Daniel  C,  M.  D., 
of  Keota,  Keokuk  County,  was  born  in 
Scotland,  July  31,  1841.  His  birth- 
place was  in  1vc  parish  of  Loch,  Goilhead, 


Argyleshire.  His  father,  Hugh  McFarlanc, 
was  a  large  sheep  farmer  and  grazier.  lie 
attended  school  at  home  in  the  Highlands 
during  his  early  life  until  1855,  when  he 
was  sent  to  Glasgow  High  School,  from 
which  he  passed  into  the  University  in  1856. 
He  studied  his  Art  Curriculum  in  Glasgow 
and  had  also  one  winter  term  of  anatomy 
and  chemistry,  where  he  showed  such  a  de- 
sire to  follow  medicine  as  his  avocation  that 
his  father  sent  him  to  Edinburgh  Univers- 
ity. The  university  had  at  that  time  on  its 
staff  of  teachers  Hughes  Bennett,  Sir  Rob- 
ert Christison,  Sir  J.  Y.  Simpson  and  Sir 


lames  Syme.  At  the  College  of  Surgeons 
Mathews  Duncan,  also,  was  at  the  zenith  of 
his  career.  He  finished  his  studies  at  Edin- 
burgh in  1864.  For  two  years  he  attended 
to  business  connected  with  his  father's  estate 
while  doing  what  practice  was  offered  at 
home.  In  1866  he  was  advised,  on  account 
of  his  lungs,  to  go  to  Canada,  which  he  did, 
and  made  his  home  there  for  five  years, 
coming  to  Iowa  in  1871  and  to  his  present 
location  in  1872  on  a  construction  freight 
train  that  did  not  run  quite  as  far  as  the 
present  town  site.  The  choice  of  Keota  was 
made  after  consulting  Dr.  William  S.  Rob- 
ertson of  Muscatine,  who,  with  his  father, 
showed    the    subject   of   this   sketch    great 

Digitized  by  LiOOQ IC 


PROGRESSIVE   MEN    OF   IOWA. 


327 


kindness  and  consideration,  and  who  was 
^  life-long  friend.  On  July  22,  1874,  he 
was  married  to  Mary  Ellen  Disor  of  Keota. 
Their  married  life  was  blessed  by  three 
children,  all  girls,  one  of  whom,  little  Maude, 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  months  from 
the  effects  of  measles.  The  others  are  still 
living.  The  oldest,  Sarah  I.,  was  married 
to  Charles  A.  Singmaster  November  14, 
1894,  and  the  youngest,  Margaret  C,  is  still 
living  with  her  father  and  mother. 

Dr.  McFarlane  was  made  a  Mason  in 
Scot!and  and  is  now  a  member  of  Adelphi 
Lodge,  No.  353,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.,  Keota: 
Joppa  Chapter,  No.  40,  Sigourney,  and 
Bethlehem  Commandery,  No.  45,  Washing- 
ton, Iowa.  He  is  also  an  Odd  Fellow  and 
a  Patriarch;  a  member  of  Cretona  Lodge, 
No.  365,  Knights  of  Pythias,  Keota.  He, 
also,  is  a  member  of  Iowa  Legion  of  Honor 
and  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Work- 
men. He  is  and  has  been  a  consistent  re- 
publican in  politics.  He  has  enjoyed  an 
excellent  practice,  and  has  had  the  confidence 
of  the  people  and  the  friendship  of  his  fel- 
low physicians.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Washington  County  Medical  Society,  Iowa 
Southeastern  District  Medical  Society, 
State  Medical  Society  and  American  Med- 
ical Association.  He  is  "regular"  in  prac- 
tice. He  is  not  as  yet  a  member  of  any 
church.  Mrs.  McFarlane  is  a  member  ot 
the  Church  of  Christ  at  Keota.  Dr.  Mc- 
Farlane was  elected  Representative  from 
the  Forty-ninth  District  to  the  Grand  Lodge, 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  for  1 899-1900. 


McALLISTER,  Dr.  Charles,  has  prac- 
ticed medicine  in  Spencer  since  1872  and 
has  been  highly  successful  from  a  profes- 
sional and  financial  standpoint.  He  was 
born  in  South  Lee,  Massachusetts  Febru- 
ary 1,  1840,  and  was  the  son  of  John  Mc- 
Allister, a  prosperous  farmer,  whose  parents 
came  from  Scotland  and  located  in  Colum- 
bia County,  New  York.  John  McAllister 
purchased  and  occupied  his  farm  near  South 
Lee,  Berkshire  County,  Massachusetts,  in 
1836  and  lived  on  it  until  his  death  in  1873. 
His  wife's  maiden  name  was  Cynthia  Heath 
and  her  parents  were  original  New  Eng- 


enders. This  Berkshire  County  farm  on 
which  Dr.  McAllister  was  born  was  one  of 
the  largest  in  Western  Massachusetts. 
There  lie  lived  until  he  left  it  to  attend  col- 
lege, to  teach  school  and  finally  to  practice 
his  profession.  After  attending  the  com- 
mon schools  in  his  neighborhood  he  became 
a  student  at  Williams  Academy,  in  Stock- 
bridge,  where  he  remained  several  years; 
then  in  Williams  College,  where  he  took 
the  classical  course  in  the  class  of  '63.  He 
then  entered  the  office  of  his  uncle,  Dr. 
Charles  McAllister,  a  noted  physician  of 
Stockbridge,  and  with  his  brother,  Dr.  Geo. 
McAllister,  remained  some  time  studying 
medicine.  After  entering  upon  his  practice 
failing  health  compelled  him  to  retire  for 
several  years,  which  were  spent  in  travel 
and  recreation.  During  the  year  1872  he 
selected  Spencer  as  his  location,  began  the 
practice  of  medicine  and  has  no  cause  to  re- 
gret his  choice.  He  has  been  repeatedly 
honored  by  the  people  of  Spencer  and  Clay 
County,  and  in  1877  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  General  Assembly,  serving  with 
credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  the 
people  he  represented.  In  all  the  various 
positions  in  which  he  has  served  the  public 
he  has  given  entire  satisfaction,  for  he  is  a. 
public-spirited,  generous  and  liberal-minded 
citizen  in  all  respects.  In  1888  he  erected 
a  $30,000  business  block  in  Spencer,  the 
best  in  the  city.  In  1897  he  purchased  a 
large  interest  in  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Spencer  and  has  held  the  p9sition  of 
president  of  the  bank  since  that  time,  al- 
though he  does  not  give  much  time  to  its 
management.  He  has  faithfully  attended 
to  the  practice  of  his  profession  and  has 
endeared  himself  to  thousands  of  people  to 
whose  ills  he  has  ministered  during  his  long- 
practice.  In  1869  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Laura,  the  adopted  daughter  of  Dr.  Chas. 
McAllister,  Sr.  Two  children  were  born 
to  them.  Charles,  born  in  1879,  died  in 
1895,  and  Alexander,  born  in  1&83.  Mrs. 
McAllister  died  in  1892,  and  the  Doctor 
was  married  a  second  time,  in  1898,  to  Miss 
Fannie  E.  Spencer  of  Alden,  Iowa.  Dr.  Mc- 
Allister is  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows' 
order,  is  a  Knight  Templar  and  belongs  to 
the  Uniform  Rank  Knights  of  Pythias.  He 
belongs  to  the  Congregational  Church. 
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McCOLL,  Anthony  M.,  is  a  resident  of 
Woodward,  Dallas  County.  Mr.  McColl 
has  been  prominent  in  the  politics  of  Dallas 
County  and  the  Seventh  Congressional  Dis- 
trict for  several  years,  and  is  destined  to 
occupy  a  position  of  still  larger  influence. 
He  is  a  modest  young  man,  not  given  to 
sounding  his  own  praises,  but  the  people  of 
his  county  have  shown  their  appreciation  of 
his  merits  in  various  ways.  For  six  years 
he  was  clerk  of  the  District  Court  of  Dallas 
County  and  has  been  a  delegate  to  numer- 
ous conventions.  He  is  now  chairman  of 
the  Republican  county  committee  of  Dal- 


las County.  Mr.  McColl  was  born  in 
C3ledonia,  New  York,  in  1858  of  Scotch 
parentage.  His  father  was  Hugh  D.  Mc 
Coll,  a  prosperous  farmer,  and  his  mother's 
maiden  name  was  Jane  A.  Wooster.  The 
family  came  to  Iowa. in  1877  and  settled 
near  the  present  town  of  Woodward,  where 
they  engaged  in  farming  and  stock  raising. 
Since  his  retirement  from  the  office  of  clerk 
of  the  courts  Mr.  McColl  has  engaged  in  the 
grain  business  in  Woodward,  MSnburn 
and  Perry,  and  in  farming  in  and  near  the 
town  of  Woodward.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  order  and  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  and  is  unmarried. 


MITCHELL,  Bennett,  D.  D.,  of  Kings- 
ley.  The  name  of  Bennett  Mitchell  is  well- 
known  in  Iowa,  as  he  was  the  prohibition 
and  prohibition-republican  nominee  for 
governor  in  1893,  an(*  received  a  large  vote, 
including  the  support  of  many  republicans 
who  could  not  endorse  the  attitude  of  their 
party  on  the  liquor  question  that  year.  Born 
in  1832  in  Monroe  County,  Indiana,  he  en- 
joyed the  advantages  of  what  was  then  a 
good  common  school  education.  He  at- 
tended the  Indiana  Asbury  University,  now 
the  De  Pauw  University,  for  two  years,  and 
came  to  Iowa  with  his  father's  family  in  the 
fall  of  1852,  settling  on  a  farm  near  Chari- 
ton, Lucas  County.  Cornell  College  gave 
him  the  degree  of  D.  D.  in  the  year  1890. 
His  father  was  Joseph  Mitchell,  a  farmer  in 
easy  circumstances  and  a  native  of  Ken- 
tucky. Immediately  after  his  marriage  in 
1825  to  Eliza  Frances  Henderson,  also  a 
native  of  Kentucky,  he  moved  to  Indiana. 
Mr.  Mitchell,  Sr.,  was  first  a  whig,  but  he 
was  so  strongly  anti-slavery  in  his  senti- 
ments that  he  several  times  voted  with  the 
free  soilers.  At  its  organization  he  went 
into  the  republican  party.  He  was  a  sol- 
dier in  the  War  of  1812.  Mr.  Mitchell's 
mother,  of  the  David  Crockett  stock,  was 
married  when  she  was  but  sixteen  years  old 
to  Joseph  Mitchell,  whom  she  survived  sev- 
eral years.  She  was  the  mother  of  thirteen 
children,  of  whom  Bennett  Mitchell  waj» 
the  fourth.  She  was  a  womanly  woman,  a 
devoted  Christian  of  the  old  Methodist 
kind.  She  died  at  Chariton,  Iowa,  in  1885, 
aged  seventy-nine  years,  leaving  but  three 
of  )ier  children  to  suf vive  her. 

Mr.  Mitchell  began  preaching  as  a  Meth- 
odist itinerant  in  the  fall  of  1854  and  has 
been  continuously  in  the  same  work  until 
the  present  time.  His  preaching  is  strong, 
fresh  and  spiritual.  Sixteen  of  the  forty- 
six  years  of  his  service  he  has  been  presid- 
ing elder,  serving  four  years  each  in  the 
Council  Bluffs,  Chariton,  Sioux  City  and 
Algona  districts.  He  has  been  five  timfes  a 
delegate  to  the  general  conference,  in  1864 
and  1868,  from  the  Des  Moines  conference, 
and  in  1872,  1876  and  1884  from  the  North- 
west Iowa  conference.  He  has  frequently 
been  called  upon  to  preside  temporarily  over 
the  conference  and  has  been  an  honored  and 
trusted  member  all  the  while.     He  is  well 
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versed  in  both  civil  and  ecclesiastical  law. 
In  nearly  all  the  trials  that  have  occurred 
jn  the  conference  he  has  either  been  ap- 
pointed to  preside  or  to  act  as  counsel  on 
one  side  or  the  other.  He  was  for  several 
years  a  trustee  of  Simpson  College  in  In- 
dianola,  and  also  of  Cornell  College  in  Mt. 
Vernon.  He  is  now  president  of  the  board 
of  trustees  of  Morning  Side  College  at 
Sioux  City.  Mr.  Mitchell  was  a  republican 
from  the  organization  of  the  party  until 
1893.  In  1893  he  was  the  prohibition  nom- 
inee for  governor  and  in  1894  he  was  the 
nominee  of  the  same  party  for  secretary  of 


bar,  has  also  opened  a  law  office  in  Allison. 
Mr.  Mitchell  is  an  earnest  prohibitionist, 
woman  suffragist,  believes  in  a  moderate 
tariff  and  the  due  expansion  of  our  govern- 
ment. He  thinks  we  should  permanently 
hold  the  Philippine  Islands.  »  He  accepts 
Bishop  McCabe's  addenda  to  the  Apostles* 
Creed :  "I  believe  in  the  conversion  of  the 
world. "  Mr.  Mitchell  enjoys  good  health 
and  a  full  share  of  the  blessings  of  the 
world.  Mr.  Mitchell  did  not  serve  in  the 
War  himself,  but  two  of  his  brothers  died 
in  the  service,  David  T.,  after  the  battle  of 
Iuka,  and  James,  while  in  camp  at  St.  Louis. 


state.  He  left  the  republican  party  on  ac- 
count of  its  attitude  on  the  liquor  question. 
In  September,  1835,  Mr.  Mitchell  was  mar- 
ried to  Ellen  P.  Munger,  a  faithful  and 
most  wrorthy  consort.  They  have  five  chil- 
dren living  and  four  have  died.  The  living 
ones  are:  Eliza  F.,  who  married  Frank 
Van  Buskirk  and  lives  in  Missouri;  Joseph 
W.,  a  farmer  living  in  Clay  County,  Iowa; 
David  Justin,  a  contractor,  a  resident  of 
Algona,  Iowa;  Charles  Bennett,  living  in 
Allison,  Iowa,  who  is,  in  company  with  his 
younger  brother,  Frank  W.,  editing  and 
publishing  the  Butler  County  Tribune. 
Frank  W.,  who  has  just  been  admitted  to  the 

23 


MAYNE,  Samuel,  member  of  the  House 
in  the  Twenty-sixth  General  Assembly  from 
Kossuth  County,  grew  to  be  one  of  the  most 
useful,  respected  and  esteemed  members  be- 
fore the  regular  session  was  over,  and  dur- 
ing the  extra  session,  when  the  work  of  code 
revision  was  finished,  his  counsel  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Code  Revision  and  Judiciary 
Committee^  Was  greatly  beneficial  to  the 
work.  As  a  careful,  thoroughly  conscien- 
tious lawyer,  he  was  just  the  right  kind  of 
man  for  that  duty,  which  his  training  and 
legal  ability  had  fitted  him  so  well  to  per- 
form. He  comes  of  a  vigorous,  honest 
Irish  parentage.  His  parents,  Thomas  and 
Jane  McBroom  Mayne,  were  born  in  County 
Donegal,  Ireland,  and  removed  to  St.  Law- 
rence County,  New  York,  at  the  age  of  18 
years  each.  They  were  farmers  and  were 
members  of  the  Covenanters'  Church,  the 
very  strictest  Presbyterian.  Samuel  was 
born  at  his  parents'  first  American  residence, 
November  14,  1854.  Ten  years  later  the 
family  removed  to  Mendota,  La  Salle  Coun- 
ty, Illinois.  There  he  worked  on  the  farm ; 
going  to  the  public  schools  as  opportunity 
offered,  till  he  was  20  years  old.  In  the 
winter  of  his  twenty-first  year,  with  an  am- 
bition for  a  better  education,  he  taught  a 
four  months'  term  of  school  at  $35  a  month 
and  by  doing  chores  for  a  farmer  for  his 
board,  was  able  to  save  the  entire  amount, 
$140,  net,  and  he  says  that  when  he  drew 
that  money  at  the  end  of  the  term  he  felt 
richer  than  he  has  ever  felt  since.  He  at- 
tended school  in  Mendota  and  Lamoille,  Il- 
linois; Northwestern  College,   Napierville, 
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Illinois;  Northern  Indiana  Normal  School, 
Valparaiso,  Indiana,  and  Griffiths'  School 
of  Elocution  and  Oratory,  graduating  from 
the  latter.  During  one  year  he  was  class 
president  and  president  of  the  Law  Literary 
Society  of  the  State  University  of  Iowa, 
where  his  professional  education  was  ob- 
tained; he  graduated  in  1882.  These  edu- 
cational advantages  were  of  his  own  pro- 
viding, for  he  worked  on  the  farm  in  the 
summer  and  taught  school  winters  in  order 
to  save  money  to  pay  the  cost  of  an  educa- 
tion, which  he  was  determined  to  have. 
This  spirit  of  sticking  everlasting  to  a  thing 
has  contributed  largely  to  his  success  since 
he  left  school. 

Mr.  Mayne's  first  business  location  was 
in  Eagle  Grove,  Wright  county,  in  the  fall 
of  1882.  He  prospected  there  and  in  Gold- 
field  until  the  next  year,  locating  in  Ban- 
croft, Kossuth  County,  his  present  home,  in 
October,  1883.  That  was  his  last  move, 
as  his  law  and  real  estate  business,  which  he 
conducts  alone,  has  been  a  growing  one 
ever  since  in  that  rich  country,  with  which 
Mr.  Mayne  has  grown  up  to  prosperity  and 
honor.  He  has  always  been  a  working  re- 
publican, ready  to  do  his  share  of  party 
work  and  do  it  effectively,  in  organizing  or 


on  the  stump.  He  held  the  offices  of  re- 
corder and  mayor  of  Bancroft  several  terms 
and  has  been  county  attorney.  In  1895  ^e 
was  elected  to  the  Legislature.  Mr.  Mayne 
does  not  belong  to  any  church,  though  he  i» 
a  man  of  pronounced  views  on  all  ques- 
tions. He  was  married  December  1,  1886, 
at  Malcom,  Iowa,  to  Miss  Rose  C.  Lower. 
They  have  one  child,  Florence  M.,  born 
October  7,  1894. 


MACK,  Walter  Brewster,  of  Cedar 
Rapids,  is  one  of  the  builders  of  the  city, 
and  has  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  its  de- 
velopment  and  growth.  His  ancestors  were 
Scotch-Irish,  his  great-great  grandparents, 
John  and  Isabella  Brown  Mack,  having  em 
lgrated  from  Londonderry,  Ireland,  in  1732. 
They  helped  found  the  town  of  London- 
derry, New  Hampshire,  and  their  son  Rob- 
ert served  under  Col.  George  Reid  and  Gen. 
John .  Stark  in  the  Revolution.  Robert's 
oldest  son,  John,  born  April  2,  1762,  was 
married  to  Silence  Enos,  and  moved  to  On- 
tario County,  New  York,  in  1788,  where 
John,  the  father  of  Walter  B.,  was  born, 
November  15,  1794.  John  Mack  married 
Clarissa  W.  Hanford  in  1819,  and  she  died 
in  1 84 1,  leaving  four  children,  of  whom 
Walter  was  the  third.  John's  second  wife 
was  Achsah  M.  Leland,  who  died  in  1875, 
leaving  one  son.  John  Mack  lived  for  many 
years  in  Chautauqua  County,  New  York, 
where  he  was  a  government  contractor  for 
the  supply  of  lumber  and  timber  for  the 
building  of  harbors  in  Lake  Erie.  He  was 
also  prominent  in  military  affairs,  having 
served  in  the  War  of  181 2,  and  in  1824  he 
was  appointed  adjutant  general  of  the  New 
York  Militia,  detailed  for  the  reception  of 
Marquis  de  LaFayette  on  his  visit  to  this 
country,  and  he  escorted  that  distinguished 
soldier  from  Fredonia  to  Dunkirk.  In  1844, 
having  lost  heavily  by  signing  notes,  he 
moved  with  his  family  to  La  Porte  County, 
Indiana.  They  traveled  in  a  covered  wagon 
and  were  on  the  road  three  weeks.  He  soon 
settled  at  South  Bend,  where  he  was  em 
ployed  as  a  secretary  by  Alex.  Coquillard, 
a  United  States  Indian  agent  for  that  sec- 
tion. Mr.  Mack  assisted  in  removing  the 
Pottawattomies,   Chippewas   and    Ottawas 
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from  the  states  of  Michigan,  Indiana  and 
Wisconsin  in  1851.  He  learned  the  Ian* 
guage  of  the  Senecas,  and  was  often  em- 
ployed as  an  interpreter  by  the  government. 
He  died  in  1878  at  the  age  of  84  years. 

Walter  B.  Mack  was  bom  May  6,  1827, 
at  Hanover,  Chautauqua  County,  New  York. 
He  attended  school  in  the  country  and  at 
the  villages  of  La  Grange  and  Silver  CJretk. 
At  fourteen  he  attended  Fredonia  Academy 
one  term,  and  finished  his  schooling  at  South 
Bend,  Indiana,  in  1844.  At  seventeen  he 
left  home  and  apprenticed  himself  to  a  cab- 
inet manufacturer  at  Mishawaka,  Indiana, 
remaining  two  years,  when  he  went  to  Buf- 
falo, New  York,  to  finish  learning  the  trade. 
In  1848  he  began  business  for  himself  at 
Irving,  New  York,  near  his  old  home;  but 
his  health  failed,  and  in  1853  he  went  to 
New  York  City,  where  President  Pierce  ap- 
pointed him  as  a  clerk  in  the  United  States 
bonded  warehouse.  This  position  he  held 
five  years,  resigning  to  come  West,  having 
already  invested  in  Iowa  lands  through 
Judge  George  Greene  and  Col.  Wm.  H. 
Merritt.  Arriving  in  Cedar  Rapids  in 
March,  1858,  he  took  a  position  in  the  bank 
of  Greene,  Merritt  &  Co.,  but  sobn  withdrew 
to  invest  in  the  wholesale  grocery  business. 

At  this  time  there  was  no  railroad  nearer 
than  Iowa  City,  25  miles  distant  from 
Cedar  Rapids,  and  Mr.  Mack  and  other 
leading  citizens,  feeling  a  need  for  better 
transportation  than  that  afforded  by  wagons, 
formed  a  stock  company  and  built  the  "Cedar 
Rapids,"  a  steamer  of  three  hundred  tons 
capacity,  which  was  constructed  at  Pitts- 
burg under  the  supervision  of  Judge  Greene, 
one  of  the  stockholders.  It  proved  a  great 
success,  stimulating  trade  in  many  ways, 
and  hastening  the  coming  of  the  railroad. 
It  changed  the  little  town  into  a  commercial 
center,  and  was  really  the  making  of  it. 
Regular  trips  were  made  to  St.  Louis  via 
the  Cedar,  Iowa  ,'and  iMississippi  rivers. 
Freight  charges  were  necessarily  high.  The 
cost  of  bringing  Mr.  Mack's  first  stock  of 
groceries  by  this  steamer  was  over^ijOOO. 

In  1869  Mr.  Mack  organized  a  stock 
company,  and  built  a  linseed  oil  mill,  which 
paid  very  well.  He  was  its  superintendent 
and  was  secretary  of  the  company  until  1873, 
retiring  for  six  years,  and  again  becoming 
a  partner  and  manager  in  1879  at  the  re- 


quest of  the  mill's  new  owners,  Bever  & 
Stevens.  In  1875  he  was  a  partner  m  build- 
ing the  Mullally  &  Mack  block,  of  which  he 
still  owns  half.  He  was  one  of  the  active 
organizers  of  the  Home  for  Aged  Women 
at  Cedar  Rapids  in  1888,  and  has  greatly 
helped  in  keeping  up  this  charity. 

Mr.  Mack  has  always  been  a  democrat, 
but  he  adheres  to  the  principles  of  sound 
money.  He  joined  Irving  Lodge,  No.  82,  I. 
O.  O.  F.,  District  of  Northern  New  York, 
soon  after  attaining  his  majority,  and  also 
became  a  Patriarch  of  Schuyler  Encamp- 
ment, No.  66,  of  the  same  district.  In  1863 
he  became  a  Master  Mason  of  Crescent 
Lodge,  No.  25,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.,  at  Cedar 
Rapids.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Iowa  Society 
Sons  of  tjie  Revolution.  He  joined  flie 
Presbyterian  Church  in  1847  and  in  1878 
the  Grace  Episcopal  Church  of  Cedar  Rapids, 
having  served  as  a  vestryman  to  the  latter 
for  many  years  previous. 

W.  B.  Mack  was  married  June  28,  1853, 
to  Rebecca  Sutherland,  who  was  born  in 
Erie  County,  New  York,  June  18,  1832,  and 
died  February  7,  1879.  Mr.  Mack  married 
for  his  second  wife  Miss  Carrie  L.  Ding- 
ham,  on  June  21,  1881.  She  was  born  at 
Dingham's  Choice,  Pike  County,  Pennsyl- 
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vania,  April  13,  1846.  She  was  a  musician 
of  much  ability,  having  presided  at  the  pipe 
organ  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Cedar  Rapids  for  over  fifteen  years. 

Xote:  The  publishers  regtet  exceed 
ingly  to  announce  that  since  this  sketch  of 
Mr.  Mack  was  prepared,  his  wife  died  at 
Sorrento,  Florida,  February  13,  1898, 
whither  she  had  gone  in  search  of  health. 
Mrs.  Mack  was  a  woman  of  most  admirable 
traits  of  character,  devoted  in  her  work  of 
charity,  which,  it  is  believed,  may  have  oc- 
casioned the  sacrifice  of  her  life. 


METCALF,  John,  of  Paullina,  one  of 
the  prominent  business  men  of  Northwestern 
Iowa,  has  worked  his  way  up  to  his  present 
position  by  the  most  unceasing  perseverance 
and  industry,  in  the  face  of  many  obstacles. 
He  was  born  February  9,  1842,  at  Swale- 
dale,  Yorkshire,  in  England,  and  was  of 
humble  parentage,  being  the  son  of  Thomas 
Metcalf  and  Mary  Harker.  At  the  age  of 
seven,  he  emigrated  with  his  parents  to 
America.  The  family  located  first  at  Du- 
buque, Iowa,  but  after  remaining  there  a 
few  months,  moved  to  Wisconsin,  settling  at 
Benton,  Lafayette  county,  late  in  the  year 
1849.  Here  the  father  worked  a  forty-acre 
farm  and  engaged  in  mining  lead.  In  1854, 
while  working  in  the  mine,  his  father  was 
killed,  a  portion  of  the  mine  caving  in  upon 
him.  The  burden  of  the  family's  support 
now  fell  upon  John,  who  was  the  oldest  of 
six  children,  four  of  whom  were  girls. 
Though  only  twelve  years  old,  he  came 
bravely  to  the  rescue,  working  on  the  farm, 
or  at  whatever  he  could  find  to  do.  At  this 
time  he  had  to  quit  school,  never  entering  it 
again,  except  for  short  intervals  at  night 
sessions.  But  he  had  been  a  diligent  pupil, 
and  was  apt  in  figures. 

He  continued  to  support  the  family  until 
they  were  all  grown  up.  In  February, 
1864.  he  enlisted  in  the  union  army  at 
Dixon.  Illinois,,  as  a  recruit.  He  was  as- 
signed to  Company  A.  96th  Illinois  Regi- 
ment, which  he  joined  in  Fast  Tennessee, 
while  it  was  under  the  command  of  Gen. 
Thomas.  After  the  battle  of  Richmond  and 
the  surrender  of  Lee.  the  fourth  corps  was 


re-organized  and  sent  to  Texas,  where  they 
were  mustered  out  in  the  spring  of  1865. 
While  in  Nashville,  most  of  Metcalf s 
squad  of  about  fifteen  recruits  were  stricken 
with  typhoid  fever,  and  many  died.  From 
this  attack  Mr.  Metcalf  never  fully  re- 
covered, and  while  in  Texas  he  suffered 
from  chills  and  fever,  which  clung  to  him 
for  over  two  years.  He  has  never  applied 
for  a  pension,  however,  believing  that  since 
he  is  more  than  able  to  provide  for  himself 
and  family,  it  would  be  disloyalty  to  call 
for  the  aid  of  the  government. 


Soon  after  the  war,  Mr.  Metcalf  settled 
in  Delaware  County,  where  he  purchased  a 
160-acre  farm.  After  working  it  ont  rea- 
son, he  sold  it  at  a  good  profit  and  moved 
to  Eldora,  Hardin  County,  in  the  fall  of 
1868,  engaging  in  stock  shipping  am!  the 
wholesale  and  retail  meat  business  in  partner- 
ship with  his  brother  Thomas.  His  hea!:Ii 
did  not  permit  him  to  remain  lon^r  al  this 
work,  on  account  of  the  long  hour*  and  con- 
finement, and  in  1873  he  began  shipping 
grain,  and  was  for  three  years  associated 
with  George  M.  Simpson  in  a  mill  at  Alden, 
on  the  Iowa  River.  In  1877  he  moved  to 
Marcus.  Cherokee  County,  where  he  invest- 
ed in  land,  in  company  with  John  Clarksoa. 
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who  was  agent  for  the  Iowa  Falls  &  Sioux 
City  R.  R.  Land  Company,  this  company 
having  been  granted  a  subsidy  of  land  for 
building  the  line  of  road  now  owned  by  the 
Illinois  Central  Company.  After  most  of 
this  land  had  been  sold  to  settlers,  Mr.  Met- 
calf  disposed  of  his  interest  at  Marcus  and 
in  1883  located  at  Paullina,  which  was  then 
being  located  on  the  northern  Iowa  divis- 
ion of  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern  Rail- 
way. Here,  at  the  request  of  the  railroad 
officials,  he  purchased  an  elevator,  which 
he  still  owns  and  operates,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Metcalf  &  Cannon.  In  1886  he 
became  proprietor  of  the  Bank  of  Paullina, 
succeeding  his  brother  Thomas  and  J.  N. 
Bauman,  both  of  whom  had  died  a  short 
time  before  this.  These  two  lines  of  busi- 
ness consume  most  of  his  attention,  and  he 
is  being  rewarded  for  his  many  years  of 
hard  and  honest  toil  by  a  very  comfortable 
income. 

Mr.  Metcalf  has  always  been  a  devoted 
Republican,  and  the  fact  that  in  war  times 
he  lived  in  a  community  a  majority  of  whom 
was  opposed  to  the  war,  only  served  to 
strengthen  his  party  loyalty.  He  has  had 
opportunities  to  become  prominent  in  poli- 
tics, but  he  has  always  been  too  much  oc- 
cupied with  business  to  accept  any  offices, 
beyond  those  of  the  city  and  township. 

He  was  married  in  Dubuque  in  1868  to 
Mary  A.,  Simpson,  daughter  of  John  and 
Martha  Simpson,  who  were  among  the 
earliest  pioneers  of  that  section.  Mrs.  Met- 
calf died  in  1892,  leaving  three  children, 
Wilbert  C,  Nettie  B.,  and  John  Thomas, 
the  oldest,  Lulu  V.,  having  died  when  twelve 
years  of  age.  Mr.  Metcalf  was  married  to 
his  second  wife,  Mrs.  Belle  Raw  Carpenter, 
at  Farley,  Iowa,  and  by  this  union  there  are 
two  children,  Lucile  and  Marion. 


WISE,  Charles  Adolph,  president  of 
the  State  Bank  of  Cedar  Falls  and  member 
of  the  legislature  from  Black  Hawk  county, 
has  been  a  resident  of  Cedar  Falls  since 
May  8,  1863.  He  was  born  in  Coburg, 
Germany,  April  28,  1847.  He  came  to  the 
United  States  with  his  parents  in  1852, 
locating  in  Ohio  near  Cleveland.    His  father 


was  M.  Wise  and  his  mother's  maiden 
name  was  Christiana  Roesser.  They  were 
natives  of  Coburg,  Germany.  The  family 
removed  to  Portage  City,  Wisconsin,  in 
1854  and  thence  to  Dubuque,  Iowa,  in  1857. 
Charles  A.  Wise  was  a  clerk  in  a  drug  store 
when  he  first  came  to  Cedar  Falls,  and  four 
years  later  he  organized  the  firm  of  Wise  & 
Bryant,  druggists  and  booksellers,  which 
continued  until  1893,  when  his  partner,  W. 
C.  Bryant,  retired  and  Mr.  Wise  took  into 
partnership  his  two  older  sons,  Clarence  H. 


and  Parke  E.,  the  firm  being  C.  A.  Wise  & 
Sons.  It  is  one  of  the  oldest,  most  respected 
and  successful  drug  houses  in  the  state. 

Mr.  Wise  has  been  very  successful  in 
business  because  he  has  carried  on  a  legiti- 
mate trade,  has  never  deceived  his  cus- 
tomers and  has  conducted  an  up-to-date  and 
progressive  establishment.  He  became 
president  of  the  State  Bank  of  Cedar  Falls 
with  a  capital  of  $75,000  in  1894  and  still 
holds  that  responsible  position.  He  is  also 
president  of  the  Cedar  Falls  Building,  Loan 
and  Savings  Association,  the  Cedar  Falls 
Canning  Company,  the  Monarch  Feeder  and 
Stacker  Company  and  is  a  stockholder  in 
several  other  large  manufacturing  and  busi- 
ness   enterprises.       Mr.     Wise    has    been 
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prominently  identified  with  every  important 
public  enterprise  and  improvement  in  Cedar 
Falls.  He  has  contributed  liberally  to  nearly 
all  of  them  and  has  always  been  ready  to 
assist  in  promoting  anything  and  everything 
that  was  for  the  good  of  the  people  of  Cedar 
Falls  and  Black  Hawk  county.  The  repub- 
lican party  has  had  energetic  service  and 
liberal  support  from  Mr.  Wise  ever  since  he 
became  a  voter.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
board  of  education  in  Cedar  Falls  for 
several  years  and  was  for  two  terms  mayor 
of  the  city.  In  1899  he  was  unanimously 
nominated  by  the  republicans  and  elected  to 
represent  Black  Hawk  county  in  the  Twenty- 
eighth  General  Assembly.  He  devoted  his 
efforts  mainly  to  securing  a  liberal  appropria- 
tion for  the  State  Normal  School  in  Cedar 
Falls  and  was  highly  successful.  He  was 
placed  on  the  committee  on  appropriations 
and  secured  an  allowance  of  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  for  a  new  building  and  ad- 
ditional appropriations  for  support  aggre- 
gating about  $70,000. 

Mr.  Wise  was  married  April  28th,  1869, 
to  Miss  Susan  A.  Parmelee  of  Clinton, 
New  York.  They  have  six  children: 
Clarence  H.,  born  April  14,  1870;  Parke  E., 
born  Sept.  18,  1871 ;  Bertha  H.,  born  May 
6,  1875;  Ethel  R-.  born  Feb-  8,  1880;  Helen 
S.,  born  June  18,  1884,  and  Harold  F., 
born  Sept.  13,  1886. 


MARTIN,  William  Birney,  of  Green- 
field, Secretary  of  State  and  author  of  the 
famous  "Martin  Mulct  Law,"  is  a  clear- 
headed, conscientious  man,  and  was  one 
of  the  leading  members  of  the  House 
in  the  Twenty-fifth  and  Twenty— sixth 
general  and  special  sessions  of  the  Iowa 
legislature.  He  was  born  March  17,  1846, 
at  Rochester,  Windsor  county,  Vermont, 
and  is  the  son  of  Loman  and  Amanda  B. 
Gibson  Martin.  His  father  was  born  in 
1808.  He  was  a  prosperous  farmer,  and  a 
man  of  the  truest  integrity  and  of  an  amiable 
disposition.  His  ancestors  were  Scotch 
and  were  early  pioneers  in  central  Vermont 
The  mother,  who  was  born  in  1810,  was  of 
English  descent,  and  was  a  woman  who 
possessed  much  strength  of  character. 


W.  B.  Martin  was  brought  up  on  a  farm, 
and  began  attending  district  school  at  the 
early  age  of  three,  continuing  until  he  was 
twelve,  after  which  he  was  only  permitted  to 
attend  school  during  the  winter  until  he  was 
seventeen  years  old,  when  he  entered  the 
Orange  County  Grammar  School,  an 
academy  located  at  Randolph  Center,  Ver- 
mont. At  eighteen  he  began  teaching  and 
"boarding  around,"  which  he  alternated 
with  study  at  school  for  three  years.  Ar- 
riving at  his  majority  in  1867,  he  started 
west  and  settled  in  Henry  county,  Illinois, 
where    he    remained   two   years,    farming 


during  the  summer  and  teaching  in  winter. 
In  April,  1869,  he  came  to  Iowa,  and  lo- 
cated on  a  piece  of  raw  prairie  land  in  the 
northern  part  of  Adair  county,  and  con- 
tinued to  teach  and  farm  for  four  years 
longer.  In  the  fall  of  1873  he  was  elected 
Auditor  of  Adair  county,  and  served  two 
terms,  after  which  he  entered  the  real  estate, 
loan  and  abstract  business,  which  he  has 
followed  ever  since,  the  first  eight  years  in 
partnership  with  L.  J.  Gray. 

Mr.  Martin  has  always  been  an  ardent 
republican,  and  has  held  several  important 
offices.  While  mayor  of  Greenfield  in  1890, 
he   supervised    the    erection    of   the    city's 
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electric  light  plant,  which  is  still  in  success- 
ful operation.  He  represented  his  county  in 
the  lower  house  of  the  Twenty-fifth  General 
Assembly,  and  was  re-elected  to  the  Twenty- 
sixth.  During  his  first  term  in  the  legis- 
lature, while  serving  on  the  Committee  for 
the  Suppression  of  Intemperance,  he  pre- 
pared the  bill  which  afterward  became 
known  as  the  "Martin  Mulct  Law;"  which, 
by  its  peculiar  taxation  feature,  operates  as  a 
prohibitory  law  where  the  people  desire 
prohibition,  and  as  a  local  option  law  where 
the  sentiment  is  such  that  prohibition  can- 
not be  enforced.  In  the  Twenty-sixth 
general  and  special  sessions,  Mr.  Martin  was 
chairman  of  the  Building  and  Loan  Com- 
mittee, and  the  bill  introduced  by  him  was 
used  as  the  basis  for  the  new  law.  In  the 
extra  session  the  law  passed  was  a  re-enact- 
ment of  the  old,  with  certain  needed  changes. 
Though  he  had  made  such  a  splendid  record 
during  his  two  terms  as  representative,  Mr. 
Martin  was  defeated  for  re-election  in  1897 
on  account  of  local  complications,  for  which 
he  was  in  no  way  to  blame. 

The  republican  state  convention  on  the 
first  day  of  August,  1900,  nominated  Mr. 
Martin  for  Secretary  of  State.  His  op- 
ponents in  that  convention  were  strong  men 
and  the  contest  was  a  spirited  one  until  the 
conclusion  of  the  third  ballot,  which  nomi- 
nated Mr.  Martin.  It  was  a  clear  case  of 
winning  on  his  merits.  He  received  in  the 
election  that  followed  the  largest  majority 
ever  given  to  a  state  officer  in  Iowa.  He 
entered  upon  his  duties  as  Secretary  of  State 
in  January,  1900. 

Mr.  Martin  is  a  Mason  and  has  advanced 
several  degrees,  until  he  is  now  a  Knight 
Templar.  He  belongs  to  the  Presbyterian 
church.  He  was  married  September  13, 
1 87 1  to  Miss  Lucy  E.  Derby,  a  native  of 
New  York.  They  have  six  children :  Clara 
A.,  born  in  1872,  now  married  to  John  N. 
Langfitt;  Clyde  B.,  born  in  1874,  who  died 
when  about  a  year  old;  W.  B.  Martin,  Jr., 
born  in  1876;  Fred  D.,  born  in  1878;  Clive 
G.,  bom  in  1881,  and  Carleton  E.,  born  in 
iSS6. 


SMITH,  Joseph,  of  Lamoni,  Decatur 
County,  now  Presiding  Elder,  or  President, 
of  the  Reorganized  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 


of  Latter  Day  Saints,  or.  "Josephite  Mor- 
mons," as  they  are  sometimes  called  to  dis- 
tinguish them  from  the  Mormon  Church 
in  Utah,  is  the  oldest  son  of  Joseph  Smith, 
who  is  known  as  tfie  founder  of  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter  Day  Saints.  His 
lather  was  the  son  of  Joseph  Smith  and 
Lucy  Mack.  The  genealogy  of  the  family 
is  traceable  as  far  back  as  1631  to  Robert 
Smith,  who  emigrated  from  England  and 
settled  in  New  Hampshire.  Lucy  Mack 
was  a  descendant  of  the  Macks  of  Lyme, 
Connecticut.  Her  grandfather  was  Ebenezer 
Mack,  a  man  of  some  wealth  and  influence. 


Her  father  enlisted  in  Captain  Henry's  com- 
pany, and  was  annexed  to  the  regiment  of 
Colonel  Whiting.  He  was  in  the  battle  at 
Halfway  Brook,  1755.  In  1758  he  enlisted 
under  Major  Spenser  and  was  at  the  battle 
of  Lake  George,  where  Lord  Howe  was 
killed.  He  was  in  an  engagement  with  the 
French  and  Indians  at  Fort  Ann,  with 
forces  under  Majors  Putnam  and  Rogers. 
He  was  discharged  from  the  service  at 
Crown  Point  in  the  spring  of  1759,  and  was 
married  shortly  after  to  Lydia  Gates,  the 
daughter  of  Nathan  Gates  of  East  Had- 
dam,  Connecticut.  He  enlisted  again  in 
1776;  was  with  the  land  forces  for  a  time 
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and  then  with  his  two  sons,  Jason  and 
Stephen,  engaged  in  privateering  under  Cap- 
tain Havens.  Her  father,  Soloman  Mack, 
^was  born  at  Lyme,  Connecticut,  September 
,26,  1735.  Her  brother,  Stephen  Mack,  was 
a  captain  in  the  service  at  the  time  of  Hull's 
surrender,  and  he  broke  his  sword  and  threw 
the  pieces  into  the  lake  rather  than  be  a 
party  to  the  disgraceful  surrender.  He  re- 
moved from  Tunbridge,  Vermont,  to  De- 
troit, Michigan ;  thence  to  Rochester,  where 
he  built  a  sawmill,  dying  shortly  after- 
wards. She  was  married  to  Joseph  Smith, 
January  24,  1796.  Joseph  Smith,  father  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketjth,  was  born  at 
Sharon,  Windsor  County,  Vermont,  Decem- 
ber 23,  1805.  He  began  his  religious  career 
when  fifteen  years  old,  received  his  call  and 
set  about  building  the  church,  which  was 
organized  April  6,  1830,  in  Manchester 
Township,  New  York.  He  was  married  by 
Squire  Tarbell  at  South  Bainbridge,  New 
York,  January  18,  1827,  to  Emma  Hale, 
born  in  Harmony  Township,  Pennsylvania, 
July  10,  1804.  Her  father,  Isaac  Hale,  was 
born  at  Waterbury,  Connecticut,  March  21, 
1763;  married  Elizabeth  Lewis  at  Wells, 
Rutland  County,  Vermont,  and  emigrated  to 
Tioga,  now  Harmony  Township,  Susque- 
hanna County,  Pennsylvania,  in  1790.  Jo- 
seph Smith  was  a  successful  religionist,  and 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  June  27,  1844,  was 
president  of  a  church  numbering,  by  esti- 
mate, 150,000,  in  the  United  States  and 
Europe.        , 

The  Joseph  Smith  of  today  was  born  at 
Kirtland,  then  Geauga,  now  Lake  County, 
Ohio,  November  6,  1832.  He  went  with 
the  family  to  Missouri  in  1837,  where  they 
settled  at  Far  West;  was  with  them  driven 
out  of  the  state  by  the  militia  commanded 
by  Generals  Clark  and  Lewis,  by  order  of 
the  governor,  L.  W.  Boggs,  in  the  winter 
of  1838,  after  his  father  had  been  impris- 
oned at  Liberty,  Clay  County,  Missouri. 
He  remembers  being  pushed  away  from  his 
father's  side  by  a  sword  in  the  hand  of  an 
armed  guard,  when  his  father  was  permitted 
to  visit  his  family  to  say  farewell.  He  re- 
members, also,  crossing  the  Mississippi  at 
Quincy  on  the  ice,  walking  by  the  side  of 
his  mother,  holding  to  her  dress,  while  she 
carried  his  two  younger  brothers  in  her 
arms.    They  stopped  for  the  rest  of  the  win- 


ter at  the  home  of  Mr.  George  Cleaveland, 
near  Quincy,  and  in  the  spring  of  1839  were 
joined  by  the  husband,  who  had  escaped 
from  the  custody  of  a  guard  sent  to  place 
him  in  the  jail  of  an  adjoining  county  on 
an  unsigned  mittimus.  The  family  moved 
to  Commerce,  in  Hancock  County,  Illinois, 
fifty  miles  up  the  river  from  Quincy,  where 
they  settled  and  began  the  founding  of  the 
city  of  Nauvoo,  which  afterwards  became 
so  celebrated  in  the  history  of  the  state  and 
the  Mormon  people.  He  was  then  in  his 
seventh  year.  He  grew  up  inured  to  hard- 
ship and  such  labor  as  a  boy  of  his  years 
could  do.  Schools  were  established  by  the 
church,  which  flourished  until  the  death  of 
his  father,  and  the  church  was  driven  from 
the  state.  These  schools  he  attended  and 
afterwards  attended  the  common  schools  of 
the  state,  under  such  management  as  was 
prevalent  at  the  time,  until  his  fifteenth 
year,  when  his  opportunities  for  schooling 
ceased.  He  began  the  study  of  law  in  his 
sixteenth  year  with  a  local  Nauvoo  lawyer, 
W.  E.  McLennan,  afterwards  Judge  Mc- 
Lennan, of  Nebraska  City,  Nebraska, 
spending  one  year  in  the  office  of  Judge  Wil- 
liam H.  Kellogg  at  Canton,  Fulton  County, 
Illinois,  in  1855.  He  did  not  seek  admis- 
sion to  the  bar,  because  he  did  not  like  the 
practice  of  the  law  as  he  saw  it  conducted  in 
the  justices'  and  circuit  courts  of  the  county. 

He  was  married  to  Miss  Emma  Gris- 
wold,  a  beautiful  young  woman,  October  22, 
1856,  with  whom  he  lived  happily  until  her 
death,  March  25,  1869.  She  left  him  three 
children,  Emma  Joaepha,  Carrie  Lucinda 
and  Zaide  Viola.  He  was  elected  a  justice 
of  the  peace  in  1858,  was  re-elected  in  1862 
and  served  the  full  terms  for  which  he  was 
elected.  He  moved  to  Piano,  Kendall  Coun- 
ty, Illinois,  in  1866,  and  took  editorial  charge 
of  the  Herald,  the  denominational  paper  of 
the  church  of  which  he  is  President.  He 
served  several  terms  on  the  board  of  trus- 
tees of  the  town  of  Piano  and  three  years  and 
a  half  as  justice  of  the  peace  in  the  same 
town,  became  disgusted  with  the  duties  of 
the  office  and  resigned. 

He  was  chosen  to  preside  over  the  church 
of  which  he  is  a  member  in  April,  i860, 
and  is  still  sustained  in  that  office.  In  re- 
ligion he  is  a  disciple  of  the  faith  of  his 
father,  believes  in  the  divine  calling  of  his 
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father  and  was  baptized  by  him  into  the  faith 
in  his  eleventh  year.  His  mother  was  a 
communicant  in  the  same  church  and  died 
in  the  faith  April  30,  1879.  Neither  his 
mother  nor  himself,  nor  any  member  of  the 
Prophet  Smith's  immediate  family,  accepted 
the  rule  of  Brigham  Young,  nor  the  dogma 
of  plural  marriage.  Mr.  Smith  has  always 
opposed  the  usurpation  and  evil  teaching  of 
the  Utah  Mormon  Church,  especially  poly- 
gamy and  its  attendant  theories. 

In  politics  Mr.  Smith  has  been  a  repub- 
lican, cast  his  first  vote  in  the  party  and 
voted  for  President  William  McKinley.  He 
is  not  a  politician,  but  takes  an  interest  in 
what  is  going  on  in  regard  to  the  questions 
of  state.  He  is  patriotic,  loves  his  country, 
was  an  Abolitionist  and  advocated  the  pur- 
chase of  the  slaves  by  the  United  States  in 
lyceum  discussion  long  before  the  war  which 
resulted  in  emancipation.  His  family  on  both 
sides  were  noted  for  their  devotion  and  love 
of  human,  political  and  religious  freedom, 
their  ancestors  being  on  record  in  the  town- 
ship where  they  lived  as  protesting  against 
the  raising  of  money  by  tax  for  the  support 
of  one  of  the  sects  of  Christians.  They  de- 
clared in  favor  of  an  equal  and  just  pro- 
portion to  all  or  aid  to  none,  holding  against 
the  mixture  of  church  and  state. 

He  is  by  religion,  preference  and  habit 
an  advocate  of  temperance,  has  made  many 
speeches  in  favor  of  the  cause  and  attained 
some  celebrity  as  a  lecturer.  He  has  been 
a  preacher  since  April,  i860;  has  traveled 
quite  extensively  in  the  interests  of  his 
church  and  its  faith ;  has  baptized  candidates 
it:  both  oceans,  and  in  the  waters  of  the  two 
great  rivers  of  the  United  States ;  is  a  good 
speaker  and  commands  good  audiences  and 
attention  at  home  and  abroad.  He  is  a  good 
parliamentarian  and  presides  over  the  as- 
semblies of  the  church  with  ability  and  suc- 
cess. He  is  liked  by  his  associate  ministers 
and  respected  by  all  his  people.  After  the 
death  of  his  first  wife  Mr.  Smith  married 
Miss  Bertha  Madison  November  12,  1869, 
with  whom  he  lived  nearly  twenty-seven 
years.  She  died  October  19,  1896.  There 
were  born  to  them  nine  children,  of  whom 
five  are  living.  The  oldest,  David  Carlos, 
died  in  January,  1886,  a  girl,  Bertha  Azuba, 
dying  a  year  later ;  two  others  died  in  their 


infancy.  Those  remaining  are  Mary  Au- 
dentia,  born  March  23,  1872,  married  to 
Ben  M.  Anderson  of  Lamoni;  Fred  Mad- 
ison, born  January  21,  1874;  Israel  Alexan- 
der, born  February  2,  1876;  Hale  Wash- 
ington, born  February  22,  1881,  and  Lucy 
Yeteve,  born  December  1 1,1884.  After  the 
death  of  his  wife  Mr.  Smith  made  his  home 
with  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Anderson,  who 
moved  into  and  occupied  the  family  man- 
sion just  west  of  the  town  of  Lamoni.  He 
married  Ada  Rachel  Clark,  a  native  of  On- 
tario, Canada,  January  12,  1897.  A  son, 
Richard  Clark,  was  born  to  them  December 
26,  1898. 

For  the  earlier  years  of  his  life  Mr.  Smith 
lived  in  his  mother's  family  and  assisted  her 
and  his  stepfather  in  keeping  the  historic 
hotel  at.Nauvoo,  known  as  the  Nauvoo  Man- 
sion. His  mother  married  Lewis  C.  Bida- 
mon,  a  major  in  the  Illinois  militia,  in  De- 
cember, 1847.  He  continued  with  them 
until  his  marriage  to  Miss  Griswold,  when 
he,  with  his  next  younger  brother,  began 
farming.  This  continued  until  his  election 
to  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  when  he 
attended  to  the  duties  of  his  office,  doing  any 
kind  of  work  that  offered  to  his  hand  as 
d  day  laborer  and  teamster.  In  i860  he  be- 
gan his  pastoral  work;  in  1863  *"s  editorial 
work,  in  1866  taking  active  editorial  charge 
of  the  Herald,  which  he  still  continues.  He 
has  twice  visited  Washington,  D.  C,  in  the 
interests  of  his  church,  endeavoring  to  pre- 
vent Congress  from  taking  such  legislative' 
action  against  the  Utah  Mormons  as  might 
be  compromising  to  the  Reorganized 
Church,  which  Mr.  Smith  contends  is  the 
rightful  successor  of  the  church  his  father 
founded  and  which  became  disrupted  and 
disorganized  at  the  death  of  his  father.  One 
of  these  visits  was  made  in  1866,  the  other 
in  1882.  Mr.  Smith  and  his  colleague,  Z. 
H.  Gurley,  succeeded  in  securing  an  audi- 
ence with  the  Secretary  of  Sltate,  Hon. 
Frederick  Frelinghuysen,  through  the  kind- 
ness of  Hon.  W.  P.  Hepburn,  of  the  Eighth 
District,  Hon.  W.  B.  Allison,  Senator  from 
Iowa,  and  Hon.  J.  C.  Burroughs,  Repre- 
sentative from  Michigan,  in  1882,  to  pre- 
sent a  protest  against  the  inimical  action  of 
the  circular  letter  of  Secretary  W.  M.  Ev- 
arts  to  foreign  nations  regarding  Mormon 
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emigration.  This  effort  was  successful, 
Secretary  Frelinghuysen,  giving  the  matter 
his  personal  attention. 

The  church  over  which  Mr.  Smith  pre- 
sides numbers  nearly  or  quite  40,000  com- 
municants; has  over  400  branches  or  con- 
gregations; has  .its  business  center  and  of- 
fices of  church  officers  and  publication  of 
church  literature  at  Lamoni,  Decatur  Coun- 
ty. Mr.  Smith  moved  into  the  state  with 
the  Herald  office  plant  in  October,  1881. 
The  town  was  begun  in  1871  and  now  num- 
bers a  little  less  than  2,000.  The  local 
church  has  a  membership  of  nearly  1,200 
and  has  a  church  building  seating  about 
i,ioo.  A  college  called  Graceland  was 
opened  for  business  on  January  1,  1897,  and 
there  has  been  a  Saints'  Home  established, 
now  having  forty  or  more  inmates. 

Mr.  Smith  is  five  feet  eight  and  one-half 
inches  in  height,  weighs  210  pounds,  has 
brown  eyes,  full  beard,  quite  white,  thin  gray 
hair  and  is  somewhat  bald.  He  walks  with 
a  firm,  quick  step  and  bears  his  sixty-nine 
years  well. 


KELLEY,  Edmund  Levi,  Presiding 
Bishop  of  the  Reorganized  Church  of  Lat- 
ter Day  Saints,  whose  signature  appears  in 
business  circles  as  E.  L.  Kelley,  is  a  resi- 
dent of  Lamoni,  Decatur  County,  but  was 
formerly  a  resident  of  Glenwood,  Mills 
County,  and  from  1874  to  1884  a  member 
of  the  law  firm  of  Kelley  Bros,  at  that  place. 
His  father,  Richard  Yancey  Kelley,  moved 
from  Illinois  to  Mills  County  in  1854,  arriv- 
ing there  in  the  month  of  October.  He  en- 
tered a  piece  of  land  and  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, and  owned  on*  of  the  best  farms  in  the 
county  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred June  10,  1 86 1.  Richard  Y.  Kelley 
was  the  grandson  of  Richard  Kelley  and 
Maria  Gibbs,  who  immigrated  to  America  in 
1773,  settled  in  North  Carolina,  and  took 
part  with  the  patriots  in  the  war  for  Inde- 
pendence. They  reared  a  family  of  seven 
boys,  among  the  number,  Benjamin  Frank- 
lin Kelley,  who  was  born  March  4,  1784. 
This  son,  Benjamin,  at  an  early  time  moved 
to  Middle  Tennessee  and  made  himself  a 
home  in  the  forests  of  Robinson  County, 
near  Nashville,  and  in  1805  was  married  to 


Miss  Nancy  Yancey,  born  August  2j,  1787, 
daughter  of  Colonel  and  Mrs.  Austin  Yan- 
cey. Benjamin  F.  Kelley  and  wife  raised  a 
family  of  six  sons  and  one  daughter,  among 
the  number,  Richard  Y.  Kelley,  who  was 
born  January  23,  1814.  On  May  31,  1837, 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  E.  F.  Bal- 
lowe  at  Nashville,  Tennessee.  Miss  Bal- 
lowe  was  born  in  the  state  of  Virginia,  July 
3,  1 81 4.  Her  parents  were  Virginians.  Her 
father,  Eli  P.  Ballowe,  born  March  3,  1786, 
and  her  mother,  Sarah  Howard  Winfrey, 
August  3,  1795.  They  were  extensive  plant- 
ers and  slave  holders,  and  when  Miss  Sarah 


Ballowe  was  in  her  tenth  year  they  moved 
to  Tennessee  and  built  a  home  near  Nash- 
ville, where  many  of  the  relatives  still  live. 
Samuel  Winfrey,  a  brother  of  Miss  Sarah 
Winfrey,  who  lives  four  miles  east  of  Nash- 
ville, on  the  Murfreesborough  road,  is  a 
man  of  extensive  resources,  andduring  the 
War  of  the  Rebellion  his  house  was  the  head- 
quarters for  a  number  of  the  federal  officers 
stationed  at  Nashville.  Mrs.  Mary  S. 
Welch,  a  sister  of  Mrs.  Sarah  E.  F.  Kelley, 
also  still  lives  and  has  good  property  in 
Nashville. 

Richard  Y.  Kelley  was  opposed  to  the  idea 
of  slavery,  and  upon  his  marriage  decided  to 
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try  a  free  state.  In  the  fall  of  1837  he 
moved  with  his  wife  to  Johnson  County,  Il- 
linois, where  they  continued  to  reside  until 
going  to  western  Iowa  in  1854.  Here  they 
reared  a  family,  all  of  whom  were  born  in 
Illinois  prior  to  going  to  Iowa,  consisting  of 
seven  sons  and  one  daughter,  namely : 

Benjamin  Franklin  Kelley,  the  eldest,  at 
one  time  a  large  farmer  and  stockman  of 
Mills  County,  now  deceased.  His  family 
lives  in  Mills  County,  respected  by  those 
who  know  them. 

John  S.  Kelley,  an  honorable  and  worthy 
farmer,  who  resided  on  the  old  homestead 
in  Mills  County;  died  since  the  writing  of 
this  sketch. 

. .  William  H.  Kelley,  a  resident  of  Kirt- 
land,  Ohio.  A  minister  of  eloquent  and 
pleasing  address,  and  author  of  a  work  en- 
titled "Presidency  and  Priesthood  in  the 
Church  of  Christ."  He  enlisted  in  the  army 
in  1864,  and  was  honorably  discharged  at 
Washington  in  1865,  at  the  close  of  the 
war. 

Mrs.  Mary  J.  H.  Ryerson,  wife  of  Mr. 
John  Ryerson,  a  farmer  in  Mills  County. 

Edmund  L.  Kelley,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch. 

George  T.  Kelley,  attorney  at  law;  grad- 
uate of  the  State  University  of  Iowa,  and 
now  practicing  law  at  Plainville,  Nebraska. 

Parley  P.  Kelley,  attorney  at  law,  Glen- 
wood  ;  graduate  of  the  State  University,  and 
one  of  the  best  oosted  attorneys  in  the  west- 
ern part  of  the  state.  P.  P.  Kelley  died  at 
his  home  in  Glenwood  since  this  sketch  was 
written. 

James  M.  Kelley,  cashier  of  the  State 
Bank  of  Macedonia,  Pottawattamie  County. 
He  is  a  graduate  of  the  Iowa  State  Uni- 
versity. 

Edmund  L.  Kefley  was  born  the  17th  of 
November,  1844,  near  Vienna,  Johnson 
County,  Illinois.  When  ten  years  of  age 
his  father  moved  to  western  Iowa,  which  at 
that  time  was  little  settled,  the  Indian  trail 
being  then  the  most  conspicuous  mark  on 
bottoms  and  fine  rolling  prairies,  and  the 
dark-skinned  hunter  a  familiar  object  to  the 
settler.  The  subscription  school  was  relied 
upon  in  great  part  for  the  advantages  of  an 
education,  ar\d  three  months  in  the  winter 
and  two  in  summer  the  maximum  time  to 
be  used  in  mental  improvement  by  those 


best  prepared  to  take  advantage  of  the  sit- 
uation. 

The  15th  of  April,  1861,  his  father 
started  him  to  school  at  Glenwood,  with  the 
statement  that  he  might  go  as  long  as  he 
wanted  to,  and  the  country  boy  in  blue  jeans 
began  his  work  with  a  satisfied  heart.  Not 
two  months  passed,  however,  before  the 
death  of  the  father  called  the  boy  home  to 
work  on  the  farm,  and  the  next  schooling 
of  importance  was  in  the  fall  of  1862,  when 
he  went  back  to  Glenwood,  found  a  place 
where  he  could  do  chores  for  his  board  and 
studied  until  the  middle  of  December,  when 
upon  the  recommendation  of  the  principal 
of  the  school  and  the  county  superintendent, 
he  took  a  large  school  on  Silver  Creek  in 
Mills  County  and  taught  his  first  term. 
Judge  W.  S.  Lewis,  of  Mills  County,  then 
a  small  boy,  received  his  first  start  at  this 
term  of  school.  At  the  close  of  the  term, 
having  a  desire  for  a  better  education,  he 
arranged  with  the  county  superintendent  and 
judge  to  recommend  him  to  the  State  Uni- 
versity under  the  law  providing  for  repre- 
sentatives from  each  county,  and  in  April, 

1863,  he  began  a  course  of  study  in  the 
University  as  the  first  representative  student 
from  Mills  County. 

The  hard  times  of  1863  an^  ^64  made  it 
necessary  for  him  to  "hire  out"  during  the 
vacation  and  labor  on  a  farm  to  replenish 
his  exchequer,  which  he  did  at  Iowa  City, 
attending  school  while  in  session,  until  May, 

1864,  when  he  returned  home  and  began 
teaching  in  Pottawattamie  County,  and  in 
the  winter  taught  again  on  Silver  Creek, 
Mills  County,  where  he  had  taught  his  first 
term. 

In  the  year  1865  he  determined  to  try  a 
business  education,  and  took  a  course  in  the 
H.  G.  Eastman  Business  College,  Pough- 
keepsie,  New  York.  In  December,  1865,  he 
called  upon  the  state  superintendent  at  Har- 
risburg,  Pennsylvania,  and  applied  for  a 
school.  The  superintendent  had  just  re- 
ceived application  for  a  teacher  for  the 
boys'  high  school  at  Williamsport,  Pennsyl- 
vania, the  boys  of  the  raging  canal  on  the 
Susquehanna  having  succeeded  in  driving 
two  teachers  from  the  school  at  the  point  of 
stone  ink  jugs.  Arrangements  were  at  once 
entered  into  in  which  Kelley  agreed  to  re- 
main in  the  school  and  conduct  it  or  charge 
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nothing  for  his  services.  At  the  end  of  a 
four  months'  term  he  received  unanimous 
commendation  from  the  Association  of 
Teachers  at  Williamsport,  and  the  special 
thanks  of  Dr.  Armstrong  of  Dickenson  Col- 
lege for  his  work  among  the  boys. 

Western  life,  however,  had  not  lost  its  at- 
tractions for  him,  and  he  left  Williamsport 
for  the  west,  and  taught  in  the  public  schools 
of  Illinois  and  Iowa  until  September,  1867, 
when  he  entered  upon  the  drug  business  at 
Logan,  Harrison  County,  Iowa.  In  1873 
he  graduated  from  the  law  department  of 
the  Iowa  State  University,  and  the  same 
year  was  elected  superintendent  of  schools 
of  Mills  County,  where  he  resided.  His 
work  was  sufficiently  satisfactory,  so  that 
when  a  successor  was  to  be  chosen  he  was 
assured  by  the  leaders  of  both  political  par- 
ties in  the  county  that  if  he  was  a  candidate 
for  the  position  there  would  be  no  opposi- 
tion to  him.  However,  llaving  entered 
upon  the  practice  of  the  law,  he  declined  to 
continue  further  in  school  work.  In  law  he 
was  successful.  His  practice  grew  rapidly, 
and  he  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the  United 
States  District  and  Circuit  Courts  and  in  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 

In  the  year  1881  the  Reorganized  Church 
of  Latter  Day  Saints,  of  which  he  is  a  mem- 
ber, selected  him  to  act  in  connection  with 
Hon.  Z.  H.  Gurley  of  Decatur  County,  Iowa, 
upon  a  committee  to  urge  upon  Congress 
the  necessity  of  passing  an  effective  law 
against  the  practice  of  polygamy  in  the  ter- 
ritories of  the  United  States,  and  early  in 
December  of  that  year  he '  proceeded  to 
Washington  and,  with  Mr.  Gurley,  began 
work  among  the  members  of  the  Forty- 
seventh  Congress  upoo  that  question.  They 
issued  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  each  mem- 
ber of  Congress  and  the  President,  a  pam- 
phlet entitled  "The  Utah  Problem  and  Its 
Solution/'  and  subsequently  another,  en- 
titled "Polygamy  a  Crime — Not  a  Religion." 
The  committee  was  also  favored  with  a  per- 
sonal interview  with  President  Arthur  in 
which  to  present  its  views  and  documents, 
and  Mr.  Kelley  made  an  argument  before 
the  House  Judiciary  committee  upon  the 
question,  answering  the  speech  of  Mr.  Can- 
non, the  Utah  delegate.  The  committee 
later  learned  from  Hon.  Edwin  F.  Willits 
that  when  he,  with  others  of  the  committee 


called  upon  the  President  to  ascertain  what 
the  President  had  to  recommend  touching 
the  Utah  question,  the  President  placed  the 
documents  furnished  him  by  the  committee 
in  their  hands,  asking  for  them  a  careful 
consideration. 

After  the  passage  of  the  law  known  as 
the  Edmunds  Bill  the  committee  quit  Wash- 
ington, and  in  April,  1882,  Mr.  Kelley  was 
appointed  Counselor  to  the  Bishop  of  the 
Reorganized  Church  of  Latter  Day  Saints 
and  continued  to  fill  this  position  until  the 
death  of  the  Bishop  in  September,  1890, 
when  he  acted  in  the  office  by  virtue  of  ap- 
pointment and  his  trusteeship  as  Counselor 
until  the  General  Conference  of  the  Society, 
and  on  the  10th  of  April,  1891,  he  was 
chosen  the  Presiding  Bishop  of  the  Reor- 
ganized Church,  which  position  he  continues 
tc  fill. 

This  position,  in  addition  to  spiritual 
duties  in  the  church  to  which  he  belongs, 
makes  him  the  chief  financial  officer  of  the 
body.  His  special  work  is  to  look  after  all 
church  properties  and  finances,  and  the  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures  of  himself  and 
agents  annually  amount  to  more  than  $100,- 
000,  and  the  church  property  of  which 
he  is  trustee  is  valued  at  upwards  of 
half  a  million.  He  is  also  president  of  the 
Board  of  Publication  of  the  Herald  Pub- 
lishing House,  Lamoni.  From  1884  until 
1 89 1  he  resided,  with  his  family,  at  Kirt- 
land,  Ohio,  to  better  perform  his  work  as 
Counselor  in  the  church,  and  when  there 
took  an  active  interest  in  the  public  schools 
and  other  work,  was  a  member  of  the  board 
of  education  and  held  commissions  as  justice 
and  notary  from  Governors  Foraker  and 
Campbell. 

In  his  church  work,  as  any  other,  he  has 
always  been  ready  to  present  and  defend 
either  in  public  or  private,  any  principle  or 
doctrine  that  he  believed,  and  in  maintain- 
ing these  has  met  in  public  discussion  some 
of  the  most  eminent  debaters  in  the  United 
States.  Among  his  public  debates  may  be 
mentioned  that  in  Kansas  City  in  1882  with 
Mr.  David  Eckles,  leader  of  the  Liberal 
League  at  that  time  in  that  city.  In  1884 
he  held  a  discussion  with  Rev.  Clark  Braden 
of  the  Disciple,  or  Christian  Church.  This 
debate  was  published  in  a  large  volume  con- 
taining 400  pages,  and  has  already  had  a 
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second  edition.  In  1888  he  engaged  in  a 
discussion  with  Rev.  J.  D.  Whitehead, 
Christadelphian,  in  Boston,  Massachusetts. 
Later  he  held  a  discussion  at  Lee's  Summit, 
Missouri,  with  Rev.  D.  B.  Ray,  D.  D.,  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  St.  Louis,  and  in  1889  with 
Mr.  D.  R.  Dungan,  at  the  time  professor  of 
Theology  in  Drake  University  and  later 
president  of  Bethany  College,  Nebraska. 

Mr.  Kelley  is  one  of  the  projectors  and 
promoters  of  Graceland  College,  located  at 
Lamoni,  Iowa.  This  is  a  non^sectarian 
school  in  all  its  departments  and  features, 
and  so  guaranteed  to  be  in  its  articles  of  in- 
corporation, notwithstanding  the  fact  that 
it  is  under  the  fostering  care  of  the  church. 
Religion,  as  such,  is  not  taught  in  the  school, 
and  the  professors  religiously  have  mem- 
bership with  different  denominations,  or  are 
not  members  of  any  church.  He  was  elected 
a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  and  di- 
rectors at  the  beginning  of  the  institution 
and  filled  these  positions  until  April  20, 
1900,  when  he  resigned  both  places. 

Politically,  Mr.  Kelley  is  a  republican, 
having  cast  his  first  vote  for  General  Grant 
for  President  and  his  last  for  William  Mc- 
Kinley.  In  1873  he  was  elected  on  the  anti- 
monopolist  ticket  for  superintendent  of 
schools,  and  in  1875  was  a  candidate  on  an 
independent  ticket  in  Mills  County 
against  Hon.  John  Y.  Stone  for  Representa- 
tive, but  was  defeated  in  the  election  by  125 
votes.  He  is  a  protectionist  and  bimetallist 
in  sentiment  and  voted  for  McKinley  believ- 
ing that  was  the  preferable  way  to  attain 
both  objects. 

On  the  2 1  st  of  December,  1876,  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Cassie  Bishop,  daughter  of 
Mr.  John  and  Mrs.  Mary  Bishop,  Malvern, 
Iowa,  and  from  this  union  they  have  a  family 
of  eight  children,  ranging  in  age  from 
twenty-two  down  to  three  years,  and  named 
as  follows:  Winifred  Bishop,  born  No- 
vember 30,  1877;  he  was  a  soldier  in  Co. 
M,  50th  Regiment,  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry, 
during  Spanish-American  war;  now  law 
student  Iowa  State  University;  Edmund  L., 
Jr.,  born  March  25,  1880;  Richard  Carlyle, 
born  September  30,  1882;  Laura  Belle,  born 
September  20,  1884;  Jeannette  Vivian,  born 
July  23,  1887;  Joseph  Stanley,  born  Febru- 
ary 4,  1890;  David  Emlin,  born  October  16, 
l&93>  and   Ruth  Alix,   born   December  8, 


1896.  Miss  Bishop  was  born  in  Monroe 
County,  Iowa,  and  reared  in  Monroe  and 
Mills  Counties.  Her  father's  family  were 
from  Danbury,  Connecticut;  he  was  a  cor- 
poral in  an  Indiana  company  in  the  Mexican 
war  and  slightly  wounded  at  the  battle  of 
Buena  Vista.  Her  mother,  formerly  Miss 
Mary  J.  Humeston,  was  born  in  Indiana  and 
was  in  that  state  married  to  Mr.  Bishop.  Mr. 
Bishop  is  a  thorough  stockman  and  owns 
an  extensive  ranch,  stocked  with  cattle  and 
horses,  at  Bailey,  Cherry  County,  Ne 
braska. 

On  the  9th  of  April,  1897,  Bishop  Kelley 
was  called  to  the  position  of  Counselor  to 
the  President  of  the  church  of  which  he  is 
a  member,  and  has  filled  this  position  since, 
in  connection  with  his  duties  as  Presiding 
Bishop  of  the  society. 


MILES,  Justian  Williard,  was  a  prom- 
inent banker  and  pioneer  of  Jackson  County 
until  1897,  when  he  moved  10  Manchester, 
Delaware  County.  He  was  born  in  Wayne 
County,  Ohio,  June  18th,  1830,  and  is  a  de- 
scendant of  English  stock.  His  great  grand- 
parents came  from  the  mother  country  about 
1750,  and  settled  in  New  England,  where 
were  born  Timothy  Abner  and  Thomas.  The 
second  son,  Timothy,  was  the  grandfather 
of  our  Mr.  Miles,  and  was  virtually  the  head 
of  the  Miles  family,  whose  descendants  are 
now  scattered  throughout  the  United  States. 
At  the  commencement  of  the  Revolutionary 
struggle,  J.  W.  Miles'  grandfather,  Timothy 
Miles,  then  living  in  the  wilds  of  Vermont, 
was  taken  prisoner  by  a  band  of  Indians  un- 
der the  command  of  a  British  officer.  His 
house  was  burned  and  his  family  turned  into 
the  woods  without  shelter,  and  he  himself 
was  kept  in  close  confinement  for  several 
months  before  being  liberated.  His  wife  and 
family,  meanwhile,  found  refuge  at  the  house 
of  a  neighboring  settler.  Soon  after  the  re- 
turn of  Timothy  Miles,  the  three  brothers 
formed  a  project  for  fitting  out  a  vessel  and 
going  over  to  France  for  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion, and  from  there  cruise  against  the  com- 
merce of  England.  The  enterprise  seemed 
feasible,  and  Abner,  being  a  sea  captain  and 
understanding  navigation,  was  well  fitted  for 
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such  an  undertaking.  A  fine  craft  was  se- 
cured and  a  suitable  crew  enlisted,  and  a 
number  of  wooden  guns  were  made  and 
painted  to  represent  the  genuine  article,  but 
without  a  real  gun  on  board,  and  trusting  to 
fortune  and  a  clean  pair  of  heels,  they  hoped 
to  reach  France,  where  supplies  could  be  ob- 
tained in  abundance.  After  many  encount- 
ers, when  their  object  was  almost  obtained, 
they  were  captured  by  a  British  man-of-war 
and  confined  in  the  old  Jersey  prison-ship, 
then  lying  in  New  York  harbor.  Abner, 
through  the  influence  of  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity, was  soon  released.  Timothy  and 
Thomas,  however,  remained  prisoners  for 
several  months.  They  were  then  exchanged 
and  afterwards  participated  in  many  battles 
of  the  war,  and  were  present  at  the  surrender 
of  Lord  Cornwallis  and  his  army.  At  the 
close  of  the  war,  Timothy  returned  to  Ran- 
dolph, Vermont.  Abner  settled  in  Massa- 
chusetts or  Connecticut,  while  Thomas  lo- 
cated in  Pennsylvania  near  the  lake  shore, 
where  many  of  his  descendants  now  reside. 
Timothy  afterwards  moved  to  Three  Rivers 
in  Canada,  where  he  laid  the  foundation  of 
that  prosperous  city.  He  became  wealthy 
and  an  owner  of  a  large  tract  of  land  near 
that  place.    About  the  year  1818  he  became 


financially  involved  as  security  in  a  mercan- 
tile adventure  of  one  Dan  Moulton,  his  son- 
in-law.    His  fine  estate  was  swept  away  and 
he  became  bankrupt.    He  did  not  survive  his 
misfortune,  but  in  a  few  months  he  passed 
away,  and  his  wife  soon  followed  him.    He 
was  the  father  of  eight  children,  three  sons 
and  five  daughters.    They  were  named  John, 
James  and  Justian;  Marcia,  Dollie,  Lucia, 
Celmira    and    Theda.    Justian    Miles,    the 
father  of  J.  W.  Miles,  was  married  twice, 
his  first  wife  being  Miss  Tabitha  Haskins, 
of  Cannan,  Ohio.    She  bore  him  three  chil- 
dren, one  son  and  two  daughters,  James  N., 
Ellen  and  Mary.    His  second  wife  was  Miss 
Harriet  Rice,  a  native  of  Green,  Vermont, 
who  was  a  granddaughter  of  Commodore 
Whipple,  of  the  British  navy.    She  bore  him 
six  children,  four  sons  and  two  daughters, 
Justian  Williard  being  the  eldest.     Orson, 
the  second  son,  was  in  the  Australian  mines 
from   1853  until   1872.     He  now  lives  in 
Cedar  County,   Iowa.     Hiram  Abner,  the 
third  son,  owns  a  fine  farm  near  Miles,  Iowa. 
The  youngest,  Forrest  M.,  enlisted  in  the 
Twenty-fourth  Iowa  infantry  in  the  fall  of 
1862  and  served  during  the  war.     Forrest 
participated  in  all  the  battles  his  regiment 
was  engaged  in,  taking  active  part  in  the 
battles  of  Morgarza  Bend,  Ball's  Bluff,  Port 
Gibson,  Champion  Hills,  capture  of  Jackson, 
Mississippi,  and  seige  and  capture  of  Vicks- 
burg.     He  also  accompanied  his  regiment 
and  participated  in  all  the  battles  of  the  Red 
River  campaign  under  Gen.  Banks.    At  the 
battle  of  Cedar  Creek,  in  the  Shenandoah 
V  alley,  he  was  severely  wounded  in  the  right 
foot,  and  for  a  time  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  but  was  recaptured   the   same  day. 
He  now  resides  on  the  old  homestead  at 
Miles.  The  eldest  daughter,  Senia,  was  mar- 
ried to  A.  J.  Scofield  at  Cannan,  Ohio,  who 
was  enlisted  in  the  Twenty-fourth  Iowa  in- 
fantry y«»  i  wns  ki'led  in  ihe  battle  of  Cham- 
pion Hills.     She  aherwcrds  married  John 
Deming,  and  now  lives  near  Rhodes,  Iowa. 
Justian  Miles  was  born  at  Randolph,  Ver- 
mont, 1793,  and  in  company  with  his  broth- 
ers John  and  James  emigrated  to  Ohio,  in 
1820.     Justian  settled  in  Cannan,  Wayne 
County,  James  in  Guilford,  Medina  County. 
John  soon  after  moved  to  Yankee  Springs, 
Michigan,  and  in  1852  James  moved  to  Jack- 
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son  County,  Iowa,  and  was  soon  followed 
by  Justian.  At  that  time  the  land  was  mostly 
owned  by  the  government,  and  the  Miles 
brothers  had  the  honor  of  patenting  the  land 
where  the  beautiful  little  town  of  Miles  now 
stands  and  whence  it  derives  its  name. 
Among  the  daughters  of  Timothy  Miles 
were  some  very  fine  singers,  especially  Mar- 
tina, whose  daughter  was  the  mother  of  that 
distinguished  man,  ex-Gov.  Russell  A.  Al- 
ger, of  Michigan.  General  Nelson  A.  Miles, 
of  the  regular  army,  the  noted  Indian  fighter, 
is  a  descendant  of  Abner  Miles  of  Revolu- 
tionary fame.  As  a  race,  they  are  noted  for 
their  force  of  character,  their  unselfish  ad- 
herence to  what  they  believe  to  be  right,  and 
their  strong  regard  for  everything  that  is 
American. 

The  Miles  family  was  among  the  first  to 
rally  around  the  flag  in  defense  of  the  union 
during  the  late  Civil  war,  and  among  the 
most  loyal  supporters  of  Lincoln's  adminis- 
tration. Coming  from  Whig  stock,  they  are 
naturally  republicans,  and  are  very  radical. 
J.  \V.  Miles  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
Seventeenth  General  Assembly  from  Jack- 
son County,  Iowa,  overcoming  a  large  demo- 
cratic majority  and  he  served  his  constitu- 
ency in  a  very  acceptable  manner.  He  was 
made  a  member  of  the  aericultural  congress 
by  Governor  Sherman,  and  represented  his 
state  in  this  body  for  five  consecutive  ses- 
sions. He  was  honored  with  the  chairman- 
ship of  the  Iowa  delegation.  Mr.  Miles  was 
married  February  4th,  1856,  to  Miss  Sarah 
Jane  Heckett,  daughter  of  John  and  Salome 
Harsh  Heckett.  Mrs.  Miles  was  a  na- 
tive of  the  same  town  and  her  husband  was 
born  March  4th,  1837.  To  them  were  born 
three  children,  viz.,  Hattie  Itell ;  Pearl  died, 
age  two  years ;  and  Benjamin  Forrest.  The 
daughter  is  an  accomplished  woman  and  re- 
sided for  several  years  in  Boston  and  New 
Bedford.  The  two  sons  are  engaged  in 
banking  business  at  Manchester,  Iowa. 

When  Mr.  Miles  began  living  here  in 
Iowa  he  had  but  little  money,  and  his  suc- 
cess is  largely  due  to  his  industry  and  appli- 
cation to  the  various  business  enterprises, 
among  which  is  farming,  which  he  closely 
followed  up  till  1870.  In  that  year,  the  C, 
M.  &  St.  P.  R.  R.  was  built,  when  he,  with 
eleven  others,  went  on  a  bond  for  $15,000 


to  be  paid  when  the  road  was  completed  to 
the  town  of  Preston.  This  was  the  first 
town  west  of  Miles,  and  the  contract  was 
carried  out  by  both  parties.  After  the  sta- 
tion was  located  at  Miles,  he  took  charge  of 
it,  and  engaged  in  dealing  in  live  stock  and 
in  the  grain  business.  He  was  agent  here 
for  seven  years,  and  in  the  grain  and  produce 
business  for  thirteen  years,  doing  an  exten- 
sive and  lucrative  business.  During  this 
time  he  still  carried  on  his  farm  interests. 
Mr.  Miles  is  noted  for  his  conversational 
powers,  which,  combined  with  his  frank  dis- 
position, make  him  prominent  and  active  in 
social  gatherings.  He  has  for  several  vears 
taken  great  interest  in  Free  Masonrv,  and 
has  taken  all  the  degrees,  both  ancient  and 
modern,  except  the  33d  degree.  He  was 
founder  and  president  of  the  Exchange  Bank 
at  Miles  for  twenty  years,  but  in  1897,  at 
the  death  of  his  wife,  he  disposed  of  most  of 
his  ipterests  at  and  around  Miles  and  moved 
to  Manchester,  Iowa,  where  he  now  resides, 
and  is  president  of  the  First  National  Bank 
of  that  city. 


MERRY,  Captain  John  F.,  of  Dubuque. 
Probably  no  man  in  Iowa  has  done  as  much 
by  his  own  personal  effort  to  colonize  and 
populate  the  south  and  west  as  has  Captain 
John  F.  Merry,  assistant  general  passenger 
agent  of  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  Com- 
pany, for  many  years  a  resident  of  Manches- 
ter, now  of  Dubuque.  He  was  born  in 
Peninsula,  Summit  County,  Ohio,  March  24, 
1844.  His  ancestors  were  natives  of  New 
York,  who  emigrated  to  Ohio  in  an  early 
day.  The  father  at  the  time  of  his  death  was 
a  prosperous  farmer  in  Oneida  township, 
Delaware  County,  Iowa.  He  led  an  upright 
and  honorable  life  and  his  death  was  a  per- 
sonal bereavement  to  the  community  in 
which  he  lived.  The  mother's  maiden  name 
was  Pamelia  Trowbridge.  She  was  a  woman 
of  rare  ability,  but  thoroughly  domestic  in 
her  nature  and  habits. 

John  F.  Merry  came  to  Iowa  with  his  par- 
ents in  a  covered  wagon  from  Geauga 
County,  Ohio,  in  1856,  settling  in  Delaware 
County.  The  father  had  little  else  than  the 
contents  of  the  covered  wagon  and  the  team 
hitched  to  it  at  the  time  he  landed  in  Iowa, 
but  he  secured  a  farm  eight  miles  north  of 
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Earlville  and  went  to  work.  The  son  at- 
tended school  at  such  times  as  he  could  be 
spared  from  the  farm,  and  was  soon  prepared 
to  teach,  which  he  did  for  two  terms.  In 
1865  he  secured  a  position  as  clerk  in  a  gen- 
eral store  in  Manchester,  where  he  remained 
two  years  learning  the  business,  in  which  he 
engaged  on  his  own  account  until  1879, 
when  he  entered  the  service  of  the  Illinois 
Central  railroad  as  excursion  agent.  He 
was  afterward  promoted  to  be  general  west- 
ern passenger  agent  and  then  to  be  assistant 
general  passenger  agent  of  western  lines, 
and  finally  to  be  assistant  general  passeneer 
agent  of  the  whole  system,  the  position  he 
now  holds.  He  has  given  particular  atten- 
tion to  the  agricultural,  industrial  and  com- 
mercial development  of  the  country  trav- 
versed  by  the  lines  of  the  Illinois  Central. 
His  publications:  "Where  to  Locate  New 
Factories,,,  'The  Southern  Homeseekers' 
Guide/'  'The  Commercial,  Financial  and 
Industrial  Outlook  for  New  Orleans/'  are 
familiar  to  everyone. 

Captain  Merry  twice  enlisted  in  the  army 
during  the  Civil  war,  first  in  Company  K, 
Twenty-first  Iowa  infantry,  on  August  23, 
1862,  and  a  second  time  in  Company  F,  of 
the   Forty-sixth   Iowa,    in   April,    1864,    in 


which  he  served  as  second  lieutenant.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  and  Loyal 
Legion ;  was  on  the  personal  staff  of  General 
Lucius  Fairchild,  commander-in-chief,  G.  A. 
R.  Captain  Merry  will  be  known  by  future 
generations  as  the  originator  of  the  law  con- 
verting the  battle  field  of  Vicksburg  into  a 
national  military  park.  He  is  a  republican 
and  was  a  delegate  from  the  Third  congres- 
sional district  to  the  republican  national  con- 
vention held  at  St.  Louis  in  1896.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  church  and  was  a 
lay  delegate  to  the  general  conference  of 
that  church  held  at  Chicago  during  the 
month  of  May,  1900.  At  one  time  he  was 
president  of  the  Iowa  State  Sunday  School 
Association.  Also  at  one  time  president  of 
the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  at  Manchester,  and  belongs 
to  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  Ancient  Or- 
der of  United  Workmen  lodges  there.  He 
was  married  November  26,  1866,  to  Miss 
Emma  J.  Cattron,  and  four  children  were 
the  result  of  that  union,  two  of  whom  died 
in  infancy,  the  others  at  the  age  of  three  and 
one-half  and  four  years. 

Captain  Merry  is  a  progressive  and  valued 
citizen,  always  contributing  to  every  enter- 
prise which  will  aid  his  town.  He  assisted 
in  the  organization  of  the  Kennedy  Buggy 
Company  and  the  Masons'  and  Odd  Fellows' 
Union  Aid  Association,  in  both  of  which  he 
was  a  director  while  residing  at  Manchester. 
Captain  Merry  is  especially  popular  among 
young  men,  many  of  whom  he  has  helped  to 
good  positions  and  to  many  more  he 
has  given  letters  of  recommendation  and 
sound  advice.  It  is  one  of  the  captain's  hob- 
bies that  to  insure  a  better  citizenship  we 
must  begin  with  the  boys,  and  anything  look- 
ing to  the  moral  or  commercial  development 
of  young  men  finds  a  hearty  response  from 
him. 

July  1,  1898,  Captain  Merry  was  elected 
secretary  and  assistant  treasurer  of  the  Dun- 
lieth  and  Dubuque  Bridge  Company,  secre- 
tary and  treasurer  of  the  Iowa  Land  and 
Loan  Company,  and  assistant  secretary  of 
the  Dubuque  and  Sioux  City  Railroad  Com- 
pany, to  succeed  General  C.  H.  Booth,  de- 
ceased, who  for  many  years  filled  all  these 
positions.  Later  he  was  elected  secretary 
and  assistant  treasurer  of  the  Fort  Dodge 
&   Omaha    Railroad    Company.     All   these 
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companies  are  Illinois  Central  Railroad  com- 
panies, but  have  their  headquarters  in  Du- 
buque. September  2,  1898,  Captain  Merry 
removed  his  home,  family  and  business  to 
Dubuque,  fitting  up  a  suite  of  rooms  in  the 
Bank  and  Insurance  building,  one  of  the  best 
office  buildings  west  of  Chicago.  The  cap- 
tain is  a  prominent  figure  at  Grand  Army 
encampments  and  to  have  him  present  a  can- 
didate always  means  his  election.  He  is  also 
trustee  of  the  Upper  Iowa  University,  lo- 
cated at  Fayette,  and  the  Epworth  Seminary 
at  Epworth,  Iowa. 


MILLIMAN,  James  Cutler,  of  Logan, 
lieutenant  governor  of  Iowa,  is  a  conspicu- 
ous example  of  the  men  of  Iowa  who  are 
shaping  its  destinies  and  who  have  done  well 
for  themselves  by  their  own  efforts.  He  was 
born  January  28,  1847,  in  Gal  way,  Saratoga 
County,  New  York.  His  parents  were  Fran- 
cis Milliman  and  Sally  Emily  (Hunt)  Milli- 
tnan.  His  great-grandfather  on  his  mother's 
side  was  Captain  Ziba  Hunt,  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary army.  His  father's  family  was 
Scotch-Irish.  The  family  lived  on  a  farm, 
and  James  attended  the  district  school  dur- 
ing the  three  months  of  the  winter  and 
fvorked  hard  on  the  farm  during  the  rest  of 
the  year.  The  hardships  of  early  life,  both 
in  and  out  of  school,  developed  habits  of  in- 
dustry and  the  fact  that  life  is  earnest,  and 
so  this  training  has  aided  and  influenced  him 
through  life.  He  has  had  no  other  business 
or  professional  training  than  that  gained  by 
hard  knocks  and  acute  observation.  He 
earned  his  own  living  since  he  was  nine 
years  old,  when  he  lost  his  home  by  the  death 
of  his  mother.  He  has  relied  upon  common 
sense  and  honest  dealing  to  carry  him 
through,  and  has  found  no  obstacle  that  he 
could  not  overcome  by  this  means.  He  com- 
menced his  business  career  picking  wild 
strawberries  and  selling  them  in  town.  Un- 
til he  was  thirteen  years  old  he  worked  for 
his  board  and  clothes.  Then  he  began  work- 
ing for  25  cents  a  day  and  often  for  much 
less,  doing  anything  he  could  find  to  do.  In 
1864  he  enlisted  in  Company  E,  Forty-sixth 
New  York  Volunteer  Infantry,  as  a  private, 
and  was  discharged  December  23,  1864,  on 

24 


account  of  the  loss  of  his  left  arm  above  the 
elbow  by  a  gunshot  wound  received  in  action 
in  the  long,  hard  fight  in  front  of  Peters- 
burg, Va.,  September  30,  1864.  In  Febru- 
ary, 1865,  Mr.  Milliman  came  west  and  lo- 
cated in  Harrison  county,  at  a  time  when 
there  were  no  railways  in  the  western  half 
of  the  state.  Here  he  taught  school  and 
earned  money  with  which  he  attended  the 
state  university  two  years,  where  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Irving  Institute,  a  literary  so- 
ciety connected  with  the  university.  In  No- 
vember, 1868,  he  was  elected  county  recorder 
of  Harrison  county  and  was  three  times  re- 
elected, serving  eight  years.  In  1876,  with 
A.  L.  Harvey,  he  established  the  Harrison 
County  Bank,  in  Logan,  retiring  at  the  end 
of  three  years.  In  1884  he  formed  a  part- 
nership with  Almor  Stern  in  the  real  estate, 
abstract  and  loan  business,  and  this  firm  is 
still  doing  a  good  business.  Governor  Milli- 
man has  been  an  Odd  Fellow  for  twenty- 
seven  years  and  a  member  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  for  six  years.  As  a  member  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  he  has  held  the 
office  of  senior  vice-commknder  of  the  De- 
partment of  Iowa  during  the  years  1893  and 
1894,  and  served  on  the  Council  of  Adminis- 
tration for  two  years  following. 
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Governor  Milliman  has  always  been  a  re- 
publican, and  has  repeatedly  been  endorsed 
by  the  republicans  of  Harrison  county.  His 
worth  and  party  activity  were  recognized  in 
J893,  when  he  was  elected  to  the  legislature 
from  Harrison  county.  He  took  an  active 
and  useful  part  in  the  session  of  1894,  and 
it  was  there  that  he  attracted  the  attention 
of  the  republicans  of  the  state,  who  made 
him  their  nominee  for  lieutenant  governor 
in  1897,  on  the  ^rst  ballot  in  the  state  con- 
vention in  Cedar  Rapids  in  August.  He 
made  a  successful  campaign  and  was  a 
source  of  strength  to  his  party  ticket,  espe- 
cially in  his  own  congressional  district, 
where  he  is  best  known.  He  ran  ahead  of 
his  ticket  in  the  state  and  was  elected,  receiv- 
ing 226,005  votes,  against  189,473  for  B.  A. 
Pl.ummer,  fusionist.  As  president  of  the 
senate,  Governor  Milliman,  applying  the 
principles  of  common  sense  and  fairness, 
made  an  excellent  presiding  officer,  retiring 
at  the  end  of  the  session  with  general  ap- 
proval and  congratulations  from  the  repre- 
sentatives of  both  parties  for  the  fair  and 
able  manner  in  which  he  had  discharged  his 
trying  duties.  He  was  re-elected  in  1899  and 
is  now  serving  a  second  term. 

Mr.  Milliman  was  married  November  20, 

1870,  to  Ettie  R.  Stern,  daughter  of  Jacob 
T.  Stern,  of  Logan.  Two  children  were 
born  to  them,  Maude  E.,  born  October  15, 

1871,  and  Edith  R.,  born  May  25,  1881. 
Mrs.  Milliman  died  in  1883  and  Mr.  Milli- 
man was  again  married  in  1886  to  Miss  Bella 
S.  Rice,  daughter  of  Silas  Rice.  Five  chil- 
dren have  been  born  to  them,  as  follows: 
Eleanor  M.,  born  October  8,  1886;  Hattie 
A.,  born  January  15,  1888;  Bernice  R.,  born 
July  19,  1899;  Almor  S.,  born  December  8, 
1894,  and  Cutler  J.,  born  November  28, 
1897. 


MONTGOMERY,  Wallace  Scott,  of 
Allison,  is  one  of  the  best  known  lawyers  of 
Butler  county.  He  is  the  son  of  James  Mont- 
gomery, a  farmer,  and  Sarah  Glew.  He  is 
of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  although  the  family 
has  lived  in  America  several  generations, 
his  grandfather,  William  Montgomery,  hav- 
ing been  born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1783. 


W.  S.  Montgomery  was  born  on  a  farm 
in  Dubuque  County,  Iowa,  February  i6r 
1853.  He  began  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon district  school,  and  continued  his  studies 
in  a  private  school.  He  entered  the  law  de- 
partment of  the  state  university  at  Iowa  City 
in  1874,  graduating  in  June,  1875.  He 
afterwards  read  law  for  some  time  with  J.  C. 
Longueville,  of  Dubuque.  From  Dubuque 
he  came  to  Clarksville,  Butler  county,  in 
1880,  and  entered  into  a  law  partnership 
with  Hon.  C.  A.  L.  Roszell,  continuing* 
thus  for  about  a  year  and  a  half.  In 
September,  1881,  he  opened  a  law  office 
of  his  own  at'  Clarksville,  and  practiced 
alone  until  the  fall  of  1882,  when  he 
was  elected  clerk  of  the  district  and  cir- 
cuit courts  of  the  county.  In  1887,  after 
having  served  two  terms  in  this  office,  he 
resumed  his  law  practice,  this  time  in  part- 
nership with  Hon.  W.  A.  Luthrop  and  C. 
W.  Lewis  at  Allison,  Butler  county,  his  pres- 
ent location.  He  remained  with  this  firm  for 
six  years;  carrying  on  a  large  abstract  bus- 
iness in  addition  to  his  law  practice.  He  sold 
out  his  interest  in  the  business  in  August, 
1893,  and  again  opened  an  office  of  his  own 
at  Allison.  His  thorough  preliminary  train- 
ing, his  experience  and  observation  as  clerk 
of  the  courts,  and  his  close  association  with 
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some  of  the  best  lawyers  of  the  county,  to- 
gether with  his  own  ability  and  perseverance, 
enabled  him  to  secure  a  liberal  patronage, 
and  he  now  holds  an  enviable  position  among 
the  bar  of  Butler  county. 

In  politics  Mr.  Montgomery  has  always 
been  a  republican,  and  though  an  active 
worker  for  the  good  of  his  party,  has  not 
been  an  office-seeker,  the  only  office  to  which 
he  has  aspired  being  that  of  clerk  of  tfie 
courts.  He  is  a  member  of  Opal  Lodge  No. 
417,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.,  and  does  not  belong 
to  any  church. 

.He  was  married  November  30,  1884,  at 
Clarksville,  to  Miss  Florence  Peet.  They 
have  one  living  child,  Sarah  Ruth,  who  was 
born  in  1889. 


MORRIS,  Miles,  of  Gravity,  was  born 
in  Montgomery  County,  Illinois,  February 
10,  1831.  His  father,  Miles  Morris,  a 
farmer,  was  one  of  the  southern  patriots 
who  took  part  in  the  war  of  181 2,  enlisting 
from  the  state  of  North  Carolina.  His 
mother  was  Elizabeth  Lytle  Morris.  The 
children  of  this  family  received  a  common 
school  education,  and  the  good  use  of  ad- 


vantages has  enabled  both  sons  to  deserve 
mention  among  the  first  citizens  of  their 
resident  states.  Mr.  Morris*  brother,  Wil- 
liam Morris,  was  a  member  at  one  time  of 
the  Kansas  state  legislature. 

Miles  Morris  came  to  Iowa  in  October, 
1870,  and  settled  in  Marshall  township,  Tay- 
lor county.  He  bought  a  farm  and  began 
raising  stock.  As  the  years  passed  and  he 
prospered  in  his  new  home,  he  added  to  his 
farming  interests  and  finally  entered  into  a 
private  banking  business  in  Gravity.  At 
present  he  owns  the  building  in  which  he 
does  the  banking  business,  also  a  fine  farm 
of  320  acres. 

In  the  Civil  war  he  was  a  sergeant  in  Com- 
pany I,  Eighty-third  Illinois  Infantry  Vol- 
unteers, enlisting  from  Knox  county,  Illi- 
nois. He  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Fort 
Donelson  and  Yellow  Oak. 

Mr.  Morris  is  a  staunch  republican  and 
has  always  stood  by  the  principles  of  that 
party.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Christian 
church. 

He  was  married  Nomevber  22,  i860,  to 
Sarah  Ann  Murdoch.  They  have  one  child, 
Charles,  born  October  1,  1861. 


MILES,  Samuel  P.,  of  Nora  Springs,  is 
the  son  of  Reuben  W.  Miles,  a  native  of 
Kentucky.  His  grandfather  was  a  slave- 
holder, but  his  son  Reuben  was  strongly  op- 
posed to  slavery  from  boyhood.  At  the  age 
of  twenty-two  he  married  Miss  Eliza  C. 
Morse,  the  daughter  of  a  Methodist  minister, 
and  they  moved  to  the  free  state  of  Indiana. 
The  Miles  family  were  descended  from  Eng- 
lish ancestry,  but  the  grandfather  of  Samuel, 
who  was  a  Virginian,  enlisted  in  the  patriot 
army  of  the  American  Revolution  at  the  age 
of  sixteen,  six  months  before  the  surrender 
of  Cornwallis  at  Yorktown.  On  his  moth- 
er's side  the  ancestors  of  Samuel  P.  were  all 
of  southern  birth,  but  strongly  opposed  to 
slavery,  and  followers  of  brave  "Parson 
Brownlow"  in  church  and  politics.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  Rebellion,  the  father  and 
mother  of  Samuel  lived  in  North  Missouri, 
and  were  outspoken  for  the  Union,  suffering 
greatly  from  the  raids  of  the  rebel  bush- 
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whackers,  who  often  made  raids  upon  the 
settlement.  His  father  was  too  old  for  serv- 
ice, but  three  of  his  sons  enlisted  in  the 
Union  army.  His  uncle,  James  R.  Williams, 
and  his  brother,  Edwin  F.,  were  killed  in  the 
Centralia  massacre  September  27,  1864,  by 
Anderson  guerillas. 

Samuel  was  born  near  Kirksville,  Mis- 
souri, April  17,  1857.  He  attended  the  pub- 
lic school  in  a  log  school  house,  where  the 
instruction  was  of  the  most  primitive  order. 
The  stars  and  stripes  floated  over  the  rude 
school  house  in  war  times,  showing  the  loy- 
alty and  patriotism  of  the  people  in  a  region 
where  it  often  cost  life  and  property  to  stand 
by  the  Union.  The  boy  worked  on  a  farm 
for  several  years,  and  at  twenty  years  of 
age  entered  the  State  Normal  school  at 
Kirksville  to  prepare  for  teaching.  He 
taught  in  the  country  schools  for  a  time  and 
in  March,  1880,  came  to  Iowa,  locating  at 
Cedar  Rapids.  In  1884  he  was  appointed  on 
the  police  force  of  that  city.  He  read  law 
with  P.  H.  Francis  and  in  1887  entered  the 
law  office  of  Smith  and  Powell.  In  October, 
1888,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  entered 
upon  practice  at  Oxford  Junction.  In  March, 
1 89 1,  he  moved  to  Clarion  and  formed  a 
partnership  with  C.  F.  Peterson.     He  was 


chairman  of  the  republican  county  commit- 
tee in  the  campaign  of  1893,  a"d  was  ser- 
geant-at-arms  of  the  House  of  the  Twenty- 
fifth  General  Assembly.  He  moved  to  Nora 
Springs  in  April,  1894,  and  opened  a  law 
office. 

In  March,  1880,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Jessie  Mitchell  of  Marion.  They 
have  two  children,  Earl  C,  born  March  19, 
1883,  and  Dale  S.,  born  April  22,  1893. 

Mr.  Miles  has  always  been  a  working  re- 
publican and  often  takes  part  in  the  political 
campaigns  on  the  stump.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Christian  church  and  a  member  of 
Oak  Lodge  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  at 
Nora  Springs.  He  was  elected  second  as- 
sistant secretary  of  the  senate  of  the  Twenty- 
seventh  General  Assembly,  and  at  the  gen- 
eral election  in  1898,  was  elected  county  at- 
torney of  Floyd  county. 


MACRAE,  Donald,  M.  D.,  is  a  native  of 
Scotland,  born  in  Poolewe,  Rosshire,  Octo- 
ber 3,  1839,  and  is  a  son  of  Rev.  Donald 
Macrae,  Free  Church  minister  of  Kilmory 
Arran.  His  mother  was  Jessie  Russell,  a 
daughter  of  the  Rev.  James  Russell  of  Gair- 
lock,  Rosshire,  Scotland.  Dr.  Macrae's  edu- 
cation was  received  at  the  University  of 
Edinburgh,  both  literary  and  medical  depart- 
ments, from  which  latter  he  graduated  in 
1861.  He  practiced  in  Scotland  for  a  year 
and  a  half  as  assistant  to  a  prominent  physi- 
cian, after  which  he  entered  the  Cunard 
Steamship  Company's  service  as  medical  of- 
ficer. During  his  four  and  a  half  years'  serv- 
ice he  crossed  the  Atlantic  seventy-five  times. 
His  last  trip  landed  him  in  New  York,  where 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Charlotte, 
daughter  of  Joseph  Bouchette,  Esq.,  sur- 
veyor general  of  Canada,  who  died  in  188 1 
at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years. 

Dr.  Macrae  came  to  Council  Bluffs  in 
March,  1867,  and  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
his  profession  and  soon  built  up  a  successful 
practice  and  has  won  the  confidence  of  all 
"who  know  him.  He  has  been  identified  with 
the  Omaha  Medical  College  since  1881,  hav- 
ing occupied  various  chairs.  He  is  now  pro- 
fessor of  Clinical  Surgery  in  that  institution. 
In  1888-9  he  was  president  of  the  Medical 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PROGRESSIVE    MEN    OF   IOWA. 


349 


Upon   Subjects    Pertaining  to   the    Public 
Health  and  to  the  Practice  of  Medicine." 


Society  of  the  Missouri  Valley  and  during 
the  same  years  president  of  the  Iowa  State 
Medical  Society.  At  the  meeting  of  the  In- 
ternational Medical  Congress  held  at  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  he  was  vice-president  of  the 
surgical  section.  He  is  a  member  of  the  A. 
F.  and  A.  M.,  Council  Bluffs  Lodge,  and  is 
Past  Master  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  church. 

Dr.  Macrae  was  married  on  March  4, 
1867.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Macrae  are  the  parents 
of  one  son,  Donald,  born  January  24,  1870, 
who  is  associated  with  his  father  in  practice. 
He  is  professor  of  anatomy  in  the  Omaha 
Medical  College  and  served  his  country  loy- 
ally during  the  Spanish  war  as  assistant  sur- 
geon of  the  Fifty-first  Iowa  Volunteers,  with 
rank  of  first  lieutenant,  going  through  the 
severe  campaign  in  the  Philippines. 

Dr.  Macrae  served  as  a  member  of  the 
school  board  for  two  years  and  in  1890  was 
elected  on  the  citirens'  non-partisan  ticket, 
as  mayor  of  Council  Bluffs,  by  a  large  ma- 
jority. He  has  also  been  a  member  of  the 
pension  board  of  Council  Bluffs  during  both 
terms  of  the  Cleveland  administration.  He 
is,  however,  not  a  politician,  but  is  president 
of  the  "Association  of  Iowa  Physicians  for 
the  Promotion  of  Just  and  Wise  Legislation 


MACKENZIE,  Charles,  attorney  at  law 
and  a  resident  of  Iowa's  capital  city,  was 
born  in  the  city  of  New  York,  September  6, 
1843.  He  is  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  His 
father,  Donald  A.  Mackenzie,  was  born  in 
Scotland,  coming:  to  the  United  States  in 
1840  at  the  age  of  twenty  years.  He  first 
settled  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  afterwards  going 
to  Galena,  111.,  Cassville  and  Patosi,  Wiscon- 
sin, and  finally  settled  at  Dubuque,  Iowa,  in 
1850.  He  was  part  owner  for  many  years 
of  the  ferry  across  the  Mississippi  at  that 
place,  and  was  for  many  years  one  of  the 
prominent  and  influential  business  men  of 
the  Key  City  of  Iowa.  The  mother,  Mary 
A.  O'Connor  Mackenzie,  was  born  in  Ithica, 
New  York.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Henry 
O'Connor,  an  officer  in  the  war  of  181 2,  and 
was  a  woman  of  great  natural  talent  and 
highly  educated,  a  writer  and  something  of 
an  artist ;  a  woman  of  remarkable  intellectual 
power  and  trained  in  all  the  learning  of  her 
day.  Her  ancestors  came  from  Ireland. 
Charles  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  Potosi  and  Platteville,  Wisconsin,  and 
Dubuque,  Iowa.  He  afterwards  took  a 
course  in  Beloit  College,  Wisconsin,  grad- 
uating with  the  class  of  1861,  and  was  the 
same  year  elected  principal  of  the  first  ward 
school  in  Dubuque.  In  September,  1861,  he 
rallied  to  his  country's  call  and  enlisted  in 
the  Ninth  Iowa  Infantry  Volunteers  and  be- 
came adjutant,  acted  as  adjutant  general  of 
volunteers  and  was  elected  major  of  the 
Ninth  Iowa  Infantry  Volunteers,  serving  all 
through  the  war.  He  participated  in  the 
battles  of  Pea  Ridge,  Chickasaw  Bluffs,  Ar- 
kansas Post,  Young's  Point,  Milliken's 
Bend,  Siege  of  Vicksburg,  May  22,  1863, 
being  all  through  the  siege ;  Lookout  Moun- 
tain, Missionary  Ridge,  Ringgold,  Kenesaw 
Mountain,  near  Atlanta,  July  22  and  28, 
1864;  Siege  of  Atlanta,  Jonesboro,  Lovejoy 
Station,  Bentonsport  and  Sherman's  March 
to  the  Sea. 

After  coming  out  of  the  war.  Major  Mac- 
kenzie began  to  study  law  at  Dubuque, 
Iowa,  and  was  admitted  to  practice  in  April, 
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1866,   practicing   in   Dubuque   until   June, 

1868,  when  he  moved  to  Eldora,  Hardin 
county,  where  he  remained  until  October, 

1869,  when  he  removed  to  Mason  City,  con- 
tinuing in  the  practice  at  that  place  from 
October,  1869,  to  May,  1876,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  engaging  in  the 
practice  there  from  May,  1876,  to  February, 
1883,  again  removing  to  Dunlap,  Harrison 
County,  Iowa,  where  he  practiced  in  the 
courts  of  Harrison,  Shelby,  Monona  and 
Crawford  counties  until  January  1,  1893, 
when  he  removed  to  Des  Moines,  where  he 


has  been  in  active  and  successful  practice 
ever  since. 

Major  Mackenzie  has  always  been  a  re- 
publican, and  during  his  residence  in  Du- 
buque county  was  nominated  on  the  repub- 
lican ticket  for  the  state  legislature  in  1867, 
but  was  defeated  on  account  of  Dubuque 
county  being  so  overwhelmingly  democratic 
at  that  time.  He  has  been  relied  upon  in 
many  campaigns  for  effective  work  on  the 
stump,  for  he  is  an  orator  of  recognized 
ability. 

He  is  a  member  of  all  the  Masonic  socie- 
ties ;  of  the  three  Odd  Fellow  societies,  lodge 
Encampment   and    Rebekah's;    Knights   of 


Pythias  and  Pythian  Sisters;  the  Redmen, 
and  holds  the  degree  of  Pocahontas  in  the 
latter;  Grant  Club  of  Des  Moines,  Tippe- 
canoe Club  of  Des  Moines,  the  Military  Or- 
der of  the  Loyal  Legion,  Commandery  of 
Iowa;  of  the  Union  Veteran  Legion,  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  the  Good 
Templars.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Pro- 
testant Episcopal  church. 

Of  his  record  as  a  soldier,  Major  Macken- 
zie may  well  be  proud,  and  of  his  profes- 
sional career,  it  may  be  said  that  he  has  al- 
ways been  a  hard  worker,  a  close  student,  a 
successful  attorney,  and  highly  respected 
citizen.    He  is  unmarried. 


MOGRIDGE,  Dr.  George,  assistant  su- 
perintendent of  the  Iowa  Institution  for  Fee- 
ble Minded  Children,  was  born  June  3,  1856, 
in  Salford,  England.  His  parents  were  Ed- 
win and  Hannah  Chapman  Mogridge.  He  re- 
ceived his  early  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  Manchester  and  later  entered  an 
attorney's  office,  where  he  remained  a  num- 
ber of  years.  In  1879  he  left  England  for 
the  United  States  and  settled  in  Iowa,  work- 
ing on  farms  or  at  whatsoever  he  could  ob- 
tain to  do.  He  studied  medicine  and  gradu- 
ated at  the  Omaha  Medical  College  in  1893, 
since  which  time  he  has  been  connected  with 
the  Iowa  Institution  for  Feeble  Minded  Chil- 
dren at  Glenwood. 

In  1895  he  was  married  to  Lilian  E.  Rob- 
inson, of  Dixon,  Illinois.  Dr.  Mogridge  is 
a  member  of  several  medical  societies  and  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity.  In  politics  he  has 
always  been  a  staunch  republican. 


MACARTNEY,  Frederick  Charles, 
Sr.,  now  probably  the  oldest  and  best  known 
hotel  manager  in  Iowa,  is  proprietor,  in  com- 
pany with  his  two  sons,  of  the  Kirkwood 
House  in  Des  Moines.  Mr.  Macartney  was 
born  March  7,  1840,  in  Paris,  Canada  West, 
now  the  Province  of  Ontario.  He  was  edu- 
cated in  private  schools  and  afterwards  at 
Carardac  Academy,  near  London,  Canada. 
He  came  to  Des  Moines  March  22,  1863,  to 
take  a  position  as  clerk  in  the  old  Savery 
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House,  now  the  Kirk  wood,  and  has  been 
connected  with  this  hotel,  with  the  exception 
of  a  short  time,  ever  since  that  day,  either  as 
clerk,  manager  or  proprietor.  He  is  now 
president  of  the  incorporated  company  of 
Macartney  &  Sons  Company,  operating  the 
Kirkwood  hotel.  Mr.  Macartney  is  also 
vice  president  of  the  Iowa  Loan  and 
Deposit  Company,  and  director  of  the 
Northwestern  Loan  and  Savings  Company, 
all  of  Des  Moines.  He  has  always  been  an 
earnest  republican  in  politics.  He  was  ald- 
erman at  large  of  West  Des  Moines,  1894-5, 


and  was  a  prominent  candidate  for  the  re- 
publican nomination  for  mayor  of  Des 
Moines  in  1896.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Grant  club  and  in  Masonry  is  a  member  of 
the  Blue  Lodge,  Chapter,  Commandery  and 
the  Scottish  Rites  body.  He  also  belongs 
to  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  and  to  the 
Royal  Arcanum.  He  is  an  Episcopalian  and 
is  a  member  of  the  vestry  of  St.  Paul's 
church,  Des  Moines.  Mr.  Macartney  was 
married  October  20,  1868,  to  Charlotte  Web- 
ster, daughter  of  I.  N.  Webster,  first  land- 
lord of  the  old  Savery  House.  They  have  had 
six  children,  as  follows:  F.  C.  Macartney, 
Jr.,  who  died  in  1898;  G.  W.,  Robert  H., 
Morton,  Catherine  N.,  Thomas  W. 


MESERVEY,  Stillman  Taylor,  of 
Fort  Dodge,  is  one  of  the  successful  business 
men  of  the  "Gypsum  City,"  who  has  lived 
there  since  his  boyhood.  He  is  the  son  of 
Judge  William  N.  Meservey,  who  was  one 
of  the  early  settlers  and  officials  of  Webster 
county.  He  first  resided  at  Homer,  which 
was  the  county  seat  of  Webster  county  when 
it  embraced  the  territory  now  included  in 
Hamilton,  Webster  and  a  portion  of  Hum- 
boldt counties.  After  the  division  of  the 
county  and  the  collapse  of  Homer,  Judge 
Meservey  moved  to  Fort  Dodge,  and  was 
then  elected  county  judge  of  Webster  county 
when  that  officer  was  the  sole  financial  man- 
ager of  county  affairs.  Here  for  a  quarter 
of  a  century  he  was  a  prominent  and  influen- 
tial citizen,  representing  large  property  in- 
terests. His  father  Was  a  French  soldier  in 
the  grand  army  of  Napoleon,  and  lived  to 
the  great  age  of  102  years.  S.  T.  Meservey's 
mother  was  a  native  of  Kentucky.  Her 
maiden  name  was  Amanda  C.  Robbins.  Her 
father  was  of  English  descent  and  a  slave- 
holder; but  detesting  the  injustice  of  the 
system,  he  moved  to  Illinois  and  emancipated 
his  slaves.  Stillman  was  born  at  DeWitt, 
Illinois,  December  17,  1848.  During  child- 
hood he  was  sent  to  the  public  schools  and 
was  afterwards  a  student  at  the  Clinton  Lib- 
eral Institute  at  Clinton,  New  York.  He 
came  to  Iowa  with  his  father  and  family  in 
1854,  when  but  six  years  of  age.  In  early 
life  he  developed  a  talent  for  business,  and 
by  hard  work,  good  habits  and  persistent  ef- 
forts, step  by  step,  won  his  way  to  marked 
success  and  ample  fortune.  In  1872  he  en- 
tered into  partnership  with  Captain  George 
S.  Ringland  and  Webb  Vincent,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  developing  the  manufacture  of  gyp- 
sum, which  underlies  a  large  tract  of  country 
near  the  Des  Moines  river,  in  the  vicinity  of 
Fort  Dodge.  This  extensive  deposit,  the 
only  one  in  the  state,  had  remained  unused 
except  for  building  stone  since  the  earliest 
settlements.  Its  value  for  the  manufacture 
of  stucco  had  not  been  realized  until  recent 
years,  when  the  firm  of  Ringland,  Vincent 
and  Meservey  began  to  build  the  first  factory 
for  its  manufacture.  It  proved  to  be  an  im- 
portant industry,  and  the  enterprising  pro- 
prietors of  the  mills  first  erected  built  up  a 
large   and   profitable   business,    which   has 
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grown  year  by  year  into  great  proportions. 
Several  other  mills  have  since  been  erected, 
and  Mr.  Meservey  is  now  one  of  the  direc- 
tors of  the  Iowa  Plaster  Association,  suc- 
cessors of  the  firm  of  Ringland,  Vincent  and 
Meservey.  He  is  also  largely  engaged  in 
banking,  being  president  of  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Fort  Dodge,  and  also  pres- 
ident of  the  Bank  of  Livermore,  in  Hum- 
boldt county.  He  is  president  of  the  Fort 
Dodge  Grocery  Company,  and  the  Fort 
Dodge  Light  and  Power  Company.  In  poli- 
tics he  has  always  been  a  republican,  and  in 
1885  he  was  nominated  by  his  party  to  rep- 
resent Webster  county  in  the  popular  branch 
of  the  Twenty-first  General  Assembly,  and 
elected.  His  younger  brother,  A.  F.  Meser- 
vey, represented  the  Cherokee  district  in  the 
senate  of  the  Twenty-second  and  Twenty- 
third  General  Assemblies. 

Mr.  S.  T.  Meservey  was  married  October 
10,  1 87 1,  to  Miss  Anna  Scott,  of  Bridge- 
water,  New  York.  They  have  three  chil- 
dren, William,  born  in  1875;  Scott,  born  in 
1879,  and  Elizabeth,  born  in  1878.  The 
family  are  members  of  the  Episcopal  church. 


cian  who  has  practiced  in  that  town  for 
nearly  fifteen  years.  He  was  born  in  Iowa 
City,  January  1,  i860.  His  father,  Dr.  Ar- 
nold C.  Moon,  was  also  a  physician,  a  native 
of  Steventown,  Renssellaer  County,  New 
York,  born  in  181 7.  He  was  educated  in 
Saratoga  Springs  and  Albany,  graduating 
from  the  Albany  Medical  College  in  1840. 
He  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  at 
once  in  Knoxville,  Ohio,  and  was  married 
October  10,  1844,  in  Union  town,  Pennsyl- 
vania, to  Ann  Barclay  Thompson.  She  was 
born  in  Carmichael,  Pennsylvania,  April  24, 
1827.  In  1857  they  moved  to  Iowa  City, 
where  he  soon  had  a  very  extensive  practice. 
After  a  long  and  busy  life,  including  a  very 
successful  professional  career,  he  passed  to 
his  final  reward  March  25,  1890.  Arnold 
C.  Moon,  Jr.,  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Iowa  City,  and  the  Iowa  City 
Academy.  He  also  took  a  special  course  in 
the  collegiate  department  of  the  State  Uni- 
versity. In  1884  he  graduated  from  the 
medical  department  of  the  State  University, 
having  taken  the  three  years'  course.    Hav- 


MOON,    Dr.    Arnold    Carpenter,    of 
Williamsburg,  is  a  successful  young  physi- 


ing  had  several  years  of  practical  experience 
in  his  father's  office,  he  at  once  removed,  in 
the  spring  of  1884,  to  Williamsburg,  his 
present  location,  and  has  been  so  successful 
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that  he  has  never  thought  it  best  to  change 
his  field  of  practice.  In  1888  his  ability  as 
physician  and  surgeon  was  recognized  by 
the  appointment  as  local  surgeon  for  the  Chi- 
cago, Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  Com- 
pany, which  he  still  retains.  Dr.  Moon  spent 
the  summer  of  1896  traveling  in  Europe 
and  visiting  the  principal  hospitals.  About 
the  same  time  he  took  a  limited  course  in  the 
Post  Graduate  School  in  New  York  City. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  State  Medical  So- 
ciety, the  American  Medical  Society,  the 
Iowa  Union  Medical  Society  and  the  Tri- 
State  Medical  Society  and  International  As- 
sociation of  Railway  Surgeons.  In  politics 
he  is  a  republican.  The  doctor  was  married 
September  24,  1884,  to  Miss  Emma  L. 
Nixon,  of  Iowa  City.  They  have  three  chil- 
dren, Arnold  Robert,  born  February  19, 
1886;  Harriet  Elizabeth,  born  August  6, 
1889,  and  Barclay  Jay,  born  April  5,  1895. 


MILLARD,  Isaac  C,  of  Montour,  was 
born  in  a  log  cabin  in  Wisconsin,  in  1845. 
His  father,  Isaac  Pennington  Millard,  was 
a  native  of  New  York  state.  In  middle  life 
he  removed  to  Wisconsin,  making  the  jour- 
ney overland  with  a  pony  team,  his  wife  and 
children  accompanying  him.  His  occupa- 
tion was  that  of  a  farmer,  but  at  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  war  he  promptly  enlisted  and 
died,  as  the  result  of  his  treatment  in  rebel 
prisons,  without  seeing  his  family  again.  He 
was  interred  in  a  common  pine  box  on  the 
banks  of  the  Red  River  in  Louisiana. 

Mr.  Millard  was  the  sixth  child  of  a  fam- 
ily of  twelve.  In  early  life  he  attended  the 
old-fashioned  log  school  house  in  which  the 
benches  faced  the  wall  and  the  teachers'  po- 
sition was  in  the  rear  of  the  pupils.  His  only 
teachers  were  his  father  and  oldest  sister. 
When  sixteen  years  of  age  he  organized  a 
vocal  music  class,  charging  one  dollar  per 
pupil,  and  in  this  way  earned  the  only  money 
that  he  could  call  his  own.  The  next  winter 
he  organized  a  still  larger  class,  and  in  ad- 
dition, secured  the  position  of  teacher  of  the 
district  school  at  a  salary  of  thirty-five  dol- 
lars per* month.  Being  musically  inclined, 
he  used  the  money  thus  earned  in  gratifying 
that  desire,  but  under  difficulties  which  the 


student  of  the  present  day  would  regard  as 
extremely  discouraging.  A  music  teacher 
was  found  in  a  distant  part  of  the  county,  of 
whom  he  might  take  instruction  on  the 
piano,  but,  having  no  instrument  of  that 
character  in  his  own  home,  he  was  at  a  loss 
to  know  how  he  might  practice.  He  solved 
the  problem  by  drafting  a  key  board  on  the 
top  side  of  a  bureau  drawer,  upon  which  the 
exercises  were  rehearsed  in  a  more  or  less 
satisfactory  manner.  The  arrangement  was 
successful,  at  least  in  so  far  as  there  was  no 
noise  to  disturb  the  children  who  slept  in  the 
same  room.  The  practice  and  the  singing 
school  were  kept  up  until  Mr.  Millard  was 
enabled  to  purchase  a  melodion,  at  which 
time  the  bureau  drawer  was  discarded.  The 
following  year  he  entered  the  Albion  Acad- 
emy, but  without  books  or  money,  and  his 
way  through  that  institution  was  paid  in 
building  fires  and  doing  other  janitor  work 
about  the  place.  After  the  first  year  he  was 
given  charge  of  the  vocal  class,  which  he 
taught  until  graduation.  Following  a  series 
of  years  of  service  as  musical  instructor  in 
eastern  colleges  he  concluded  to  come  west, 
arriving  in  Iowa  in  the  spring  of  1871,  and 
locating  in  Montour. 

Mr.   Millard   was  married  shortly  after 
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coming  west  to  Miss  Lydia  Swift,  a  winsome 
girl  of  seventeen  years,  who,  like  her  hus- 
band, was  musically  inclined.  That  their 
business  education  has  not  been  sacrificed  to 
their  musical  learning  is  shown  by  the  fact 
that  they  now  own  and  operate  one  of  the 
largest  and  most  prosperous  mercantile  con- 
cerns to  be  found  outside  of  the  larger  cities 
in  the  state.  They  have  five  children,  the 
oldest  being  twenty  years  of  age,  and  all  are 
apt  in  music.  Their  home  somewhat  re- 
sembles a  music  store,  in  that  it  contains 
about  every  kind  of  instrument  from  which 
music  can  be  produced.  In  politics  Mr.  Mil- 
lard is  a  republican,  and  has  held  such  local 
offices  as  his  business  would  permit.  He  is 
known  throughout  the  state  as  a  church  and 
Sunday  school  worker,  and  holds  a  license 
as  local  preacher  in  the  M.  E.  church.  He 
speaks  the  Indian  language  fluently  and  in 
1887  attended  the  Seni  Om  Sed  demonstra- 
tion at  Des  Moines  in  charge  of  twenty-five 
Sac  and  Fox  Indians.  In  the  spring  of  1896 
he  brought  twenty  of  this  tribe  to  Des 
Moines  to  take  part  in  the  semi-centennial 
celebration,  and  in  October  took  part  in  the 
state  semi-centennial  celebration  in  Burling- 
ton. 


NIETERT,  Henry  J.,  who  has  earned 
success  as  a  banker,  creameryman  and  legis- 
lator, lives  in  Walker,  Linn  County,  Iowa, 
and  is  now  engaged  in  the  banking  business 
in  that  town.  He  comes  from  good  German 
stock  and  has  made  his  own  way  in  the 
world,  taking  its  hard  knocks  along  with  the 
pleasures  of  life,  and  flinching  from  nothing 
that  was  his  duty.  His  father,  John  H. 
Nietert,  was  a  contracting  carpenter  and 
millwright,  who  was  born  in  Germany  and 
came  to  America  when  he  was  fifteen  years 
old.  He  settled  in  Ohio  and  was  married  in 
Dayton,  Ohio,  in  1844,  to  Miss  Caroline  E. 
Buhlman,  who  died  in  1863.  She  was  born 
in  Germany  in  1821  and  came  to  America 
at  the  age  of  nine  years.  She  was  a  few 
months  younger  than  her  husband.  Henry 
J.  Neitert  was  born  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  March 
12,  1848.  The  family  moved  to  Clayton 
County,  Iowa,  in  1854,  and  Mr.  Nietert  en- 
gaged in  the  grain  and  produce  business  in 
Clayton  City.     He  afterward  conducted  a 


hotel  in  Garnavillo,  and  engaged  in  farm- 
ing in  Clayton  and  Delaware  counties.  In 
1875  he  retired  from  active  business  and  re- 
moved to  Walker,  Linn  county,  where  he 
died  in  1882,  while  holding  the  office  of  post- 
master. Henry  J.  attended  the  common 
schools  when  he  was  a  boy,  but  at  an  early 
age  went  into  active  business  for  himself. 
He  worked  with  his  father  on  the  farm  in 
Clayton  county  from  the  time  he  was  thir- 
teen years  old  till  he  was  twenty-one.  His 
business  training  was  begun  in  a  store  in 
Delaware  county.  He  afterward  owned  a 
store  of  his  own  in  Earlville,  with  partners 


who  taught  him  his  first  lesson  in  adversity 
by  loading  Mr.  Nietert  with  heavy  debts  un- 
known to  him,  which  he  had  to  pay.  His 
next  move  was  to  Walker,  where  he  has  re- 
mained ever  since.  He  started  in  the  mer- 
cantile business  with  J.  R.  Gitchell  as  a  part- 
ner, but  when  there  was  a  demand  for  a 
bank,  he  organized  the  Exchange  Bank,  of 
which  he  is  the  principal  owner,  and  which 
now  takes  nearly  all  of  his  time.  For  a  time 
he,  with  his  partner,  J.  R.  Gitchell,  owned 
and  operated  several  creameries,  and  he  is 
still  interested  in  the  business  in  his  town. 
In  this  connection  Mr.  Nietert  has  done 
some  valuable  public  service.    He  was  pres- 
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ident  of  the  State  Dairy  Association  in  1895 
and  1896  and  was  the  recognized  representa- 
tive of  the  dairy  interests  while  in  the  legis- 
lature. He  took  charge  of  the  bills  for  the 
improvement  of  the  dairy  laws  and  secured 
the  enactment  of  some  very  necessary  and 
beneficial  legislation,  the  law  providing  for 
the  publication  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
State  Dairy  Association  as  a  state  document 
for  the  information  of  the  public.  Mr.  Niet- 
ert  was  elected  to  the  legislature  in  1893  and 
re-elected  in  1895  anc*  l%97>  serving  through 
the  extra  session  of  the  Twenty-sixth  Gen- 
eral Assembly  and  having  a  prominent  part 
in  the  revision  of  the  code.  He  was  chair- 
man of  the  house  committee  on  banks  and 
banking  in  the  Twenty-sixth  and  Twenty- 
seventh  General  Assemblies,  and  was  an  in- 
fluential member  of  the  committee  on  ap- 
propriations and  other  committees.  He  was 
chairman  of  the  special  committee  that  had 
charge  of  the  board  of  control  bill  in  the 
house  in  the  session  of  1898,  and  took  it 
through  without  amendment  or  loss  of  time, 
conducting  the  bill  safely  around  the  parlia- 
mentary shoals  that  threatened  it.  Mr.  Niet- 
ert  was  one  of  the  leading  candidates  for 
speaker  in  1898,  but  was  compelled  to  aban- 
don the  field  on  account  of  the  critical  ill- 
ness of  his  oldest  son,  going  to  South  Caro- 
lina with  him  in  the  hope  of  bettering  his 
condition,  but  without  success,  for  the  young 
man  died  January  29,  1898,  leaving  a  young 
wife.  He  was  his  father's  mainstay  in  bus- 
iness; was  cashier  of  the  bank  and  actively 
engaged  in  assisting  his  father  in  business 
since  he  was  eighteen  years  old.  It  was  a 
heavy  blow  to  Mr.  Nietert,  but  it  was  soft- 
ened by  the  sympathy  of  friends,  a  large 
committee  of  members  of  the  house  attend- 
ing the  funeral.  Mr.  Nietert  was  married  in 
February,  1872,  to  Miss  Carrie  Houser,  at 
Earlville,  Iowa,  and  two  children  were  born 
to  them,  the  son,  Will  J.,  born  December  5, 
1872,  in  Cedar  Falls,  and  a  daughter,  born 
at  Earlville,  Iowa,  in  December,  1874,  who 
died  in  infancy.  Mr.  Nietert  was  married  a 
second  time,  May  4,  ,1882,  to  Miss  Anna  E. 
Wilde,  of  Troy  Mills,  Linn  County,  Iowa. 
They  have  two  children,  Roscoe  H.,  born 
July  15,  1886,  and  Gertrude  E.,  born  July 
18,  1888. 

Mr.  Nietert  has  never  been  afraid  to  stand 


up  for  what  he  believes  and  has  always  been 
able  to  give  good  reasons  for  his  actions. 
He  won  the  respect  of  the  members  of  the 
house  by  his  straightforward  manner  of  do- 
ing business.  They  always  knew  where  to 
find  him  and  he  was  always  true  to  his  agree- 
ments and  to  his  friends.  Such  a  man  wears 
well  in  politics.  Mr.  Nietert  will  therefore 
be  heard  from  in  the  future,  because  he  is  a 
man  who  can  be  depended  upon. 


NEWBOLD,  Joshua  Giddings,  four 
times  elected  to  the  general  assembly,  made 
temporary  speaker  at  a  critical  time,  honored 


by  an  election  to  the  office  of  lieutenant- 
governor,  and  serving  nearly  two  years  as 
governor,  serves  to  make  a  man  a  part  of  the 
history  of  the  state.  Such  honor  belongs  to 
Joshua  G.  Newbold  of  Mt.  Pleasant.  He  is  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  his  ancestors 
were  Friends  or  Quakers.  He  first  saw  the 
light  in  Fayette  county  on  May  12,  1830, 
and  the  first  eight  years  of  his  life  were  spent 
on  the  farm.  His  father,  Barzilla  Newbold, 
owned  a  mill  in  connection  with  the  farm, 
but  in  order  to  secure  better  school  advan- 
tages for  his  children,  removed  to  West- 
moreland county,  and  there  Joshua  G.  ac- 
quired his  education  in  most  part  in  the  pub- 
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lie  and  select  schools.  When  sixteen  years 
of  age,  he  accompanied  the  family  on  their 
return  to  Fayette  county,  locating  near  the 
present  city  of  Fayette.  Here  he  assisted  his 
father  in  a  flouring  mill,  taught  school  and 
studied  medicine.  Later  he  abandoned  the 
idea  of  becoming  a  physician  and  turned  his 
attention  to  the  law,  becoming  a  pupil  of 
Hon.  Joshua  Howell  of  Uniontown.  Com- 
ing to  Iowa  in  1854,  he  located  on  a  farm 
near  Mt.  Pleasant,  and  at  the  end  of  a  year 
removed  to  Cedar  township  in  Van  Buren 
county,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  and 
merchandising  until  i860.  When  the  call 
for  troops  was  made,  he  left  the  farm  in  the 
hands  of  his  wife  and  his  store  in  the  hands 
of  his  partner  and  enlisted  in  Company  C, 
Twenty-fifth  Volunteer  Infantry,  of  which 
he  was  made  captain.  After  having  served 
about  two  years,  he  was  compelled  to  resign 
on  account  of  disability.  During  the  last 
three  months  of  the  time  he  was  not  able  to 
perform  active  field  service,  so  served  as 
judge  advocate  of  court-martial,  with  head- 
quarters at  Woodville,  Alabama.  He  was 
in  the  expedition  against  Vicksburg,  took 
part  in  the  battles  of  Chickasaw,  Bayou,  Ar- 
kansas Post,  Lookout  Mountain  and  Ring- 
gold, and  was  with  Sherman  in  his  cam- 
paign to  the  sea  through  the  Carolinas. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  he  resumed  the 
merchandise  business,  closing  out  at  the  end 
of  two  years  to  engage  in  agriculture  and 
stock  raising.  His  first  political  honor  was 
an  election  to  the  office  of  justice  of  the 
peace,  which  led  in  turn  to  his  selection  as  a 
member  of  the  board  of  supervisors,  both  in 
Van  Buren  county.  He  became  the  logical 
candidate  for  the  legislature  in  Henry  county 
early  in  the  seventies,  serving  in  the  Thir- 
teenth, Fourteenth,  Fifteenth  and  Eighteenth 
General  Assemblies.  He  was  conspicuous 
for  his  work  as  chairman  of  the  committees 
on  schools,  appropriations  and  ways  and 
means  in  different  legislatures.  He  was 
made  temporary  speaker  during  the  contest 
between  Hon.  John  H.  Gear  and  Hon.  J.  W. 
Dixon  in  January,  1874,  at  which  time  the 
house  was  in  deadlock  for  two  weeks. 

He  had  the  honor  to  be  the  candidate  for 
lieutenant-governor  on  the  republican  ticket 
with  Hon.  Samuel  J.  Kirk  wood,  and  de- 
feated   his    democratic   opponent    by    some 


42,000  votes.  Governor  Kirkwood  was 
elected  to  the  United  States  senate  during 
the  session  of  the  general  assembly  follow- 
ing his  election  as  governor,  so  resigned  the 
office  of  chief  executive.  In  his  position  as 
lieutenant-governor,  Mr.  Xewbold  presided 
over  the  senate  in  the  Sixteenth  General  As- 
sembly, and  on  February  1,  1877,  took  the 
oath  of  office  as  governor.  In  his  message 
to  the  legislature  during  the  following  year, 
when  the  state's  indebtedness  was  more  than 
$90,000  above  the  constitutional  limit,  he 
said :  "The  commonwealth  ought  not  to  set 
an  example  of  dilatoriness  in  meeting  its 
just  obligations.  Of  all  forms  of  debt,  that 
of  a  floating  character  is  the  most  objection- 
able, and  the  uncertainty  of  its  amount  will 
invariably  enter  into  any  computation  made 
by  persons  contracting  with  the  state  for 
supplies,  material,  or  labor."  Again  in  the 
same  document,  he  said :  "One  of  the  great- 
est problems  before  statesmen  is  that  of  equal 
and  just  taxation."  He  then  placed  before 
the  body  an  array  of  healthy  suggestions  for 
their  guidance  in  levying  a  tax  to  meet  the 
dire  financial  distress  for  the  state  treasury. 
His  first  vote  for  president  was  cast  for 
Winfield  Scott.  He  has  been  affiliated  with 
the  republican  party  since  its  organization. 
He  was  married  to  Rachel  Farquhar,  May  2, 
1850,  in  Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania,  They 
have  had  five  children,  two  of  whom  arc 
living,  namely,  Mary  Allen,  who  is  the  wife 
of  B.  F.  Isaman  of  Amora,  Nebraska,  and 
Emma  Irene,  wife  of  Butler  Buchanan,  of 
North  Platte,  Nebraska  . 


NOEL,  David  Wilson,  a  successful  lum- 
ber dealer  in  Rockwell  City,  was  born  near 
Redfield,  Dallas  County,  Iowa,  Feb.  28, 185 1. 
His  father,  George  W  .Noel,  was  a  native  of 
Kentucky,  but  at  about  twenty-one  years  of 
age  removed  to  Indiana,  and  in  his  early 
manhood  to  Dallas  county,  Iowa.  This  was 
as  long  ago  as  1850.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Thirty-ninth  Iowa,  and  was  captw 
near  Corinth.  Mississippi,  by  the  rebels,  after 
which  no  definite  information  could  ever  be 
obtained  concerning  his  fate.  It  was  the 
generally  accepted  belief  of  the  members  of 
his  command  that  he,  with  six  others,  were 
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murdered  by  a  band  of  guerrillas.  Mr. 
Noel's  mother's  maiden  name  was  Dulcina 
Thornton.  She  was  born  in  Kentucky  and 
passed  out  of  life  in  Dallas  county  in  189 1. 

David  W.  Noel  earned  his  first  dollar  by 
working  on  a  farm  at  twenty-five  cents  per 
day.  When  seventeen  years  of  age  he  taught 
district  school,  and  later  began  work  in  a 
lumber  yard,  being  promoted  finally  to  work 
in  the  office.  Removing  to  Rockwell  City 
he  engaged  in  the  lumber,  coal  and  grain 
business  under  the  firm  name  of  Strong  & 
Noel,  where  he  has  been  engaged  for  the 
past  seventeen  years.    He  is  a  republican  and 


a  firm  believer  in  protection  and  sound 
money,  and  has  taken  an  active  part  in  all 
campaigns  from  1876  to  the  present  time  in 
Dallas  and  Calhoun  counties.  He  takes  a 
keen  and  lively  interest  in  all  questions  of 
public  interest,  is  a  prohibitionist  in  principle 
and  believes  in  the  strict  enforcement  of  tem- 
perance laws.  He  is  an  active  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  and  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Masonic  Lodge,  Commandery  and 
Mystic  Shrine.  He  was  married  to  Miss 
Ella  Hougham  in  1875,  an(*  two  children 
were  born  to  them,  Don  Obert,  born  January 
5,  1876,  and  Blanche,  born  September  13, 
1877.     D°n  Obert  is  a  graduate  of  Iowa 


College  at  Grinnell,  Iowa,  and  of  Harvard 
University,  and  Blanche  graduated  in  the 
class  of  1900  at  Iowa  College.  Mrs.  Noel 
died  in  1878  and  in  1882  Mr.  Noel  was 
again  married,  this  time  to  Miss  Myrtle 
Woodruff,  who  was  born  in  Jasper  County, 
Iowa. 

Mr.  Noel  is  a  thorough  Iowa  man,  born  in 
the  state  and  has  always  been  well  satisfied 
to  live  in  Iowa.  He  is  also  a  product  of  our 
common  schools,  having  received  no  educa- 
tion except  what  he  obtained  therein.  He 
has  grown  up  since  the  civil  war,  being  too 
young  to  take  part  in  that  struggle,  and  it 
was  his  native  force,  combined  with  enter- 
prise and  perseverance,  that  won  for  him  the 
splendid  success  of  which  he  may  indeed  be 
justly  proud.  His  record  seems  almost  phe- 
nomenal, viewed  from  a  commercial  stand- 
point and  with  the  knowledge  of  what  he 
has  had  to  overcome.  He  has  made  it  a  point 
to  come  in  contact  with  influential  citizens  to 
learn  business  methods,  and  thus  to  provide 
for  future  advancement.  He  is  a  thorough 
master  of  bookkeeping  and  commercial  law, 
and  has  also  gained  a  broad  and  general  in- 
formation. He  is  thoroughly  familiar  with 
the  business  in  which  he  is  engaged,  both  in 
principle  and  detail,  and  through  individual 
exertion  alone  has  made  a  success  in  life. 


NORTON,  Charles  W.,  a  well  known 
stock  breeder  and  mutual  insurance  pro- 
moter of  Wilton,  Muscatine  county,  is  a  na- 
tive of  Westfield,  Medina  county,  Ohio,  and 
was  born  September  9,  1836.  The  family 
traces  its  ancestry  back  to  1623,  and  the 
branch  from  which  our  Mr.  Norton  de- 
scended is  Scotch-Irish.  He  came  from 
one  of  three  brothers  who  emigrated  from 
Scotland  in  the  early  colonial  days.  Mr. 
Norton's  father,  Birdsey  B.  Norton,  was 
born  in  Litchfield,  Connecticut,  in  1807,  and 
his  father,  Captain  Miles  Norton,  was  an  of- 
ficer in  the  Revolutionary  war.  The  family 
came  to  Ohio  when  Birdsey  was  about  four- 
teen years  of  age  and  he  recently  died  there 
on  the  old  homestead  where  his  children  were 
all  born.  His  wife  was  Emily  M.  Ward,  a 
native  of  New  Hampshire.  They  had  five 
children :  Samuel  E.,  a  prominent  merchant 
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in  Nevada,  Missouri;  Charles  W.,  George 
B.,  a  merchant  in  Arizona;  David  L.,  the 
youngest,  who  conducts  the  home  farm  in 
Ohio  which  has  been  in  the  family 
over  one  hundred  years,  and  Amelia 
A.,  now  deceased.  Charles  W.  Norton 
had  the  usual  experience  of  farmer 
boys,  attending  the  public  schools,  spent  two 
years  in  the  Baldwin  University  and  grad- 
uated from  Folsom's  Commercial  College, 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  earning  his  own  way  by 
teaching  school.  He  gave  up  the  idea  of 
graduating  from  the  university  and  went 
into  a  store  owned  by  his  uncle,  S.  E.  Nor- 


ton, in  Phelps,  Ontario  county.  New  York. 
Two  years  in  the  store  affected  his  health, 
so  he  came  west  in  1863,  having  secured  a 
land  grant  of  a  revolutionary  soldier  and  lo- 
cated 120  acres  of  land  in  Crawford  county, 
which  involved  a  journey  on  horseback  of 
about  4.000  miles,  during  which  he  fre- 
quently slept  out  of  doors,  swam  streams 
and  met  other  adventures.  He  sold  his  land 
for  $1,000  and  with  his  other  savings  bought 
260  acres  of  land  in  Center  Grove,  Musca- 
tine county,  which  has  since  grown  to  be  800 
acres,  his  present  farm.  He  immediately 
went  into  the  stock  business,  starting  with 
sheep  and  later  with  a  shorthorn  breed  of 


cattle  in  which  he  has  great  confidence.  He 
now  has  one  of  the  finest  herds  of  "Scotch 
Shorthorns"  to  be  found  in  the  west  Some 
of  them  have  been  imported  from  Scotland 
at  fabulous  prices.  '  One  cow,  Golden  Drop 
IV.,  was  imported  at  a  cost  of  $1,900,  and 
her  calves  have  sold  for  from  $400  to  $500 
each.  Mr.  Norton  visited  England  in  1888 
and  purchased  several  fine  English  shire 
horses  and  fine-bred  Shropshire  sheep.  He 
has  been  very  successful  in  breeding  all  these 
animals  and  has  taken  many  prizes  at  state 
fairs  and  other  exhibitions.  He  has  had 
many  successful  sales  on  his  home  farm, 
horses  and  cattle  bringing  very  high  prices. 
Mr.  Norton  has  taken  a  very  prominent  part 
in  organizing  mutual  insurance  associations 
for  the  benefit  of  farmers,  and  also  owners 
of  residences  in  towns,  both  of  which  have 
saved  the  members  thousands  of  dollars.  He 
was  secretary  for  two  years  and  president 
for  four  years  of  the  advisory  board  which 
now  has  130  farmers'  mutual  insurance  as- 
sociations under  its  advisement,  and  has 
headquarters  in  Des  Moines.  He  was  also 
interested  in  the  organization  of  the  Iowa 
Town  Residence  Mutual  Association,  and 
was  its  first  president,  holding  the  office  of 
president  or  vice-president  ever  since.  He 
believes  in  applying  the  same  principle  to 
life  insurance  and  is  president  and  treasurer 
of  a  fraternal  beneficiary  association,  known 
as  the  Brotherhood  of  American  Yeomen, 
with  headquarters  in  Des  Moines,  and  hav- 
ing for  its  territory  all  the  western  states. 
Mr.  Norton  is  a  strict  believer  in  the  cash 
system  and  always  pays  as  he  goes  and  has 
such  an  abhorrence  of  debt  that  he  has  never 
given  his  note,  even  in  the  course  of  his  large 
business  transactions.  He  is  actively  inter- 
ested in  all  the  public  enterprises  of  his  home 
town,  has  been  councilman  and  mayor  of 
his  city  and  officer  of  the  Wilton  Fair  Asso- 
ciation and  Old  Settlers'  Association.  He 
was  married  July  30,  1859,  to  Miss  Mary  A. 
Collier  of  Westfield,  Ohio,  daughter  of 
George  and  Hettie  Steele  Collier.  They  have 
five  children,  Oakley  G.f  born  October  27, 
1862.  married  to  Leona  Persons,  and  died 
Septeml>er  21,  1889;  James  C,  bom  August 
1 6,  1867.  They  both  graduated  at  the  Iowa 
Agricultural  College,  and  the  latter  is  now 
state  veterinarian  of  Arizona.    Birdsev  Lee, 
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born  July  30,  1872,  graduated  at  the  Norton 
Normal  and  afterwards  took  a  course  in  the 
Iowa  Agricultural  College  at  Ames;  Flor- 
ence, born  May  19,  1877,  and  Charles  W., 
born  December  12,  1879.  The  last  two  are 
now  attending  the  Wilton  German-English 
College.  One  son,  John  H.,  died  in  infancy. 
In  March,  1888,  the  family  left  the  farm  and 
went  to  a  beautiful  new  home  in  Wilton. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Norton  are  members  of  the 
Congregational  church.  He  contributed  lib- 
erally to  the  establishment  and  support  of  the 
Norton  Normal,  a  scientific  academy  in  Wil- 
ton, which  has  since  been  transferred  to  the 
German  Congregationalists,  and  is  known 
as  the  German-English  College,  one  building 
retaining  the  name  of  Norton  Hall.  Mr. 
Norton  is  a  republican  in  politics  and  his 
position  in  life  makes  him  a  man  of  influence. 
He  has  been  successful  in  all  that  he  has 
undertaken,  and  enjoys  the  respect  and  con- 
fidence of  all  who  know  him.  This  is  espe- 
cially so  with  the  stockmen,  where  he  is  best 
known,  having  served  them  as  president  of 
the  Iowa  Fine  Stock  Breeders'  Association, 
and  for  many. years  as  secretary  of  the  Iowa 
Shorthorn  Breeders'  Association,  which  of- 
fice he  now  holds. 


NEWCOMB,  Hoyt  B.,  of  Atlantic,  is  the 
son  of  Joseph  Carlton  Newcomb,  who  was  a 
volunteer  in  the  late  civil  war  and  was  pro- 
moted for  gallant  services  on  the  field.  He 
was  a  farmer  and  stock  grower  near  Dans- 
ville,  Steuben  county,  New  York.  His  wife 
was,  before  marriage,  Miss  Martha  Bradley, 
a  teacher  of  more  than  ordinary  ability  and 
also  an  author  of  some  local  prominence  in 
that  section  of  the  state.  Their  son,  Hoyt, 
was  born  at  Dansville,  New  York,  June  30, 
1858,  where  his  boyhood  days  were  spent. 
He  attended  the  public  schools,  but  never 
had  the  advantage  of  a  college  education. 
In  April,  1870,  his  father  moved  his  family 
to  a  prairie  farm  three  miles  from  Red  Oak, 
Iowa.  It  was  a  new  country  then  without 
roads  or  bridges.  Here  Hoyt  worked  for 
several  years  to  aid  in  making  money  to  pay 
for  the  farm.  He  entered  the  high  school 
in  Red  Oak  and  worked  for  his  board,  while 
his  mother  made  butter  and  sold  it  to  pay 


for  his  tuition.  Hon.  Alfred  Heberd  inter- 
ested himself  in  behalf  of  the  young  man 
and  aided  him  in  his  efforts  to  remain  and 
finish  the  course  in  the  high  school.  When 
he  left  school  at  seventeen  years  of  age  he 
began  to  teach  and  earned  money  to  repay 
his  friend  who  had  kindly  aided  him  to  com- 
plete his  course  at  the  high  school.  For  ten 
years  he  assisted  his  father  on  the  farm  dur- 
ing the  summer  season,  teaching  and  attend- 
ing the  normal  school  each  winter,  until  his 
health  failed.  He  then  went  into  Western 
Nebraska  and  took  a  homestead  and  in  the 
dry  atmosphere  of  that  region  he  sought  to 


restore  his  failing  health  by  "roughing  it," 
herding  cattle  and  improving  his  homestead. 
He  finally  returned  to  school  work,  and  for 
many  years  has  followed  teaching,  serving 
as  principal  of  the  high  school,  superintend- 
ent of  city  schools. and  instructor  in  normal 
school  work.  He  has  worked  for  a  higher 
standard  of  education  for  teachers,  encour- 
aged the  formation  of  reading  circles,  the 
holding  of  educational  mass  meetings,  the 
classification  of  rural  school  work,  and  the 
establishment  of  rural  school  libraries.  He 
has  served  as  editor  of  Cass  County  School 
and  Educational  publications.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  State  Teachers'  Association,  D.  D. 
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G.  Master  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  Prelate  of  Kedrop  Commandery  of 
Knights  Templar,  and  a  member  of  the 
Congregational  church.  In  politics  he  is  a 
republican  and  has  been  elected  county  super- 
intendent of  schools  for  Cass  county. 

He  was  married  February  4,  1886,  to  Miss 
Nettie  C.  Smith.  They  have  five  children, 
Ethel  Lucile,  Dean  Elizabeth,  Carrie  Jane, 
Annette  and  Harold  Hoyt.  Mr.  Newcomb's 
life  so  far  has  been  largely  devoted  to  the 
promotion  of  education,  in  which  work  he 
takes  a  deep  interest,  giving  it  his  best 
thought  and  effort. 

Like  so  many  of  our  successful  men,  his 
early  life  was  filled  with  hardships.  It  was 
one  of  those  hard  struggles  for  existence 
which  tends  to  broaden  men's  knowledge  of 
their  fellow  men,  to  widen  their  sympathies, 
to  know  from  experience  the  pinch  of  pov- 
erty, and  to  feel  the  common  brotherhood  of 
men  which  comes  only  with  the  knowledge 
that  no  matter  how  lowly  the  walk  of  life 
they  have  walked  the  paths  themselves. 


NEWTON,  Fred  Sheldon,  of  Marshall- 
town,  Iowa,  is  a  physician  and  dentist  of 
recognized  ability.  His  father,  Sylvester 
Newton,  a  native  of  Vermont,  was  also  a 
physician.  He  secured  his  professional 
training  at  Bellows  Falls,  Vermont,  and 
practiced  for  nine  years  under  the  patent 
right  of  Dr.  Samuel  Thompson,  during  the 
early  forties.  He  afterwards  settled  down 
to  farming,  which  occupied  him  until  his 
death  in  1883,  when  he  was  sixty-three 
years  old.  His  wife,  the  mother  of  F.  S. 
Newton,  was  formerly  Caroline  P.  Tenny. 
When  she  married  Dr.  Newton  she  was  a 
widow,  Mrs.  Kise,  and  had  supported  her- 
self and  two  little  girls  by  following  the 
milliner's  trade.  She  died  in  1875,  at  the  age 
of  forty-five.  Though  neither  of  Dr.  New- 
ton's parents  lived  to  a  great  age,  his  ances- 
tors were  well  known  for  their  longevity. 
One  of  his  grandfathers  lived  to  be  over 
ninety,  while  the  other  was  considerably  past 
eighty  when  he  died. 

Dr.  F.  S.  Newton  was  born  April  26, 
1856,  on  a  farm  in  Sherborne  township,  Rut- 
land county,  Vermont.    His  earliest  educa- 


tion was  secured  at  a  little  backwoods  coun- 
try school  house,  where  about  a  dozen  boys 
and  three  or  four  girls  were  taught  "the 
three  r's."  In  March,  1870,  when  fourteen 
years  old,  he  removed  with  his  parents  to 
Grundy  county,  Iowa,  where  he  was  brought 
up  on  a  farm,  attending  school  in  winter  at 
the  little  countrv  school  house  which  stood 
alone  on  the  bleak  prairie. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  left  the  farm 
and  began  clerking  in  his  cousin's  store  at 
Grundy  Center,  intending  to  become  a 
merchant.  After  remaining  here  about  six 
months  he  went  to  Mt.  Sterling,  Ohio,  and 


for  eleven  months  worked  in  the  mercantile 
establishment  of  his  uncle,  Newton  Tenny. 
His  salary  was  only  eighteen  dollars  a 
month,  but  by  good  management  and  econ- 
omy he  saved  enough,  together  with  the 
small  earnings  of  his  earlier  years,  to  pay 
his  way  through  college  one  term,  with  $75 
to  spare.  In  the  fall  of  1879,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-three,  he  began  the  study  of  medi- 
cine, taking  a  full  course  of  lectures  at  the 
Physio-Medical  Institute  in  Cincinnati,  to 
which  he  added  clinical  work  in  the  Cincin- 
nati hospital.  In  1880  he  located  at  Zearing, 
Story  county,  Iowa,  where  he  practiced  his 
profession  for  four  years,  and  entered  the 
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Cincinnati  school  for  his  second  course  in 
1884,  graduating  March  11,  1885.  He  stood 
second  in  his  class,  having  an  average 
scholarship  of  ninety-six  per  cent.  After 
completing  the  course  at  Cincinnati  he  re- 
turned to  his  former  field  of  work  at  Zear- 
ing,  practicing  until  the  fall  of  1889,  when 
he  went  to  Chicago  and  took  a  full  course  of 
lectures  in  the  American  College  of  Dental 
Surgery,  graduating  March  26,  1890.  His 
excellence  as  a  dental  student  was  fully  up 
to  the  record  he  had  made  in  the  medical 
school.  He  located  at  Marshalltown,  Iowa, 
October  1,  1890,  and  has  remained  there 
ever  since,  enjoying  good  practice  as  a  phy- 
sician and  dentist.  He  has  been  a  member 
of  the  Iowa  State  Physio-Medical  Associa- 
tion, and  at  present  belongs  to  the  Northern 
Iowa  Dental  Association. 

Dr.  Newton  is  a  republican  in  politics.  He 
belongs  to  the  Church  of  Christ,  in  which 
he  has  been  a  deacon  since  1887.  He  joined 
the  Odd  Fellows  lodge  in  1878,  and  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Iowa  Legion  of  Honor  and 
Woodmen  of  the  World. 

The  doctor  was  married  July  4,  1882,  to 
Miss  Corie  Electa  Burdick,  of  Zearin^, 
Iowa.  They  have  had  six  children,  as  fol- 
lows :  Forest  Welcome,  born  in  1883 ;  Clara 
Myrtle,  born  in  1885;  Warren  Zenas,  born 
in  1887;  Susie  Alma,  born  in  1889;  Ida 
Mav,  born  in  1894,  and  Fred  Oliver,  born  in 
1895.     Ida  May  died  in  infancy. 


NICHOLS,  George  Allen,  of  Esther- 
ville,  in  company  with  J.  E.  Jenkins,  edits 
the  Emmet  County  Republican,  one  of  the 
prominent  weekly  newspapers  of  Northwest- 
ern Iowa.  Although  Mr.  Nichols  has  been 
connected  with  the  paper  only  about  seven 
years,  he  has  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  its 
advancement,  and  has  contributed  his  full 
share  toward  making  it  what  it  is,  and  has 
the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  it  now  has 
the  largest  circulation  of  any  paper  in  Em- 
met county.  Mr.  Nichols  is  the  son  of 
Charles  B.  Nichols,  who  was  born  Decem- 
ber 14,  1832,  at  Vienna,  N.  Y.,  and  is  now 
a  retired  farmer  living  at  Estherville,  Iowa. 
Mrs.  Nichols,  the  mother  of  George  A.,  was 
formerly  Henrietta  E.  Taft,  and  was  born 

26 


at  Rome,  N.  Y.,  June  16,  1833.  She  is  a 
direct  descendant  of  Rev.  Jedediah  Hyde,  of 
Norwich,  Connecticut,  he  being  a  grandson 
of  William  Hyde,  one  of  the  proprietors  of 
Norwich  in  1660.  Two  of  her  brothers 
served  in  the  late  Civil  war.  A  complete 
genealogy  of  the  Hyde  family  has  been  pub- 
lished in  two  volumes,  a  set  of  which  is 
preserved  in  the  Historical  Department  of 
the  Wisconsin  State  Library  at  Madison. 

G.  A.  Nichols  was  born  November  27, 
1859,  in  Oneida  County,  New  York.  At  the 
age  of  three  years  he  came  west  with  his  par- 
ents, who  settled  on  a  farm  in  Dane  County, 
Wisconsin.  They  resided  here  until  1865, 
when  they  went  to  the  oil  regions  of  North- 
western Pennsylvania,  remaining  there  one 
year.  Three  years  after,  he  came  with  his 
parents  a  second  time  to  Wisconsin,  where 
they  settled  on  a  farm  in  Richland  county. 
Here  he  was  brought  up,  getting  the  rudi- 
ments of  an  education  at  the  district  school, 
and  afterwards  attending  the  high  school  at 
Sextonville,  Wisconsin,  from  which  he  grad- 
uated in  1 88 1.  As  soon  as  he  was  old 
enough  he  began  teaching  a  district  school, 
saving  his  money  to  pay  for  his  own  educa- 
tion and  to  buy  books.  After  finishing  the 
high  school,  he  went  immediately  to  Aurora, 
Illinois,  where  for  a  year  he  read  law  in  the 
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office  of  his  uncle,  N.  F.  Nichols,  a  prom- 
inent attorney  of  that  city.    In  the  spring  of 

1882  he  entered  the  law  office  of  Brown  & 
O'Connor  at  Madison,  Wisconsin,  and  in 
addition  to  his  work  in  the  office  he  attended 
lectures  in  the  law  department  of  the  State 
University,  under  Secretary  W.  F.  Vilas  and 
Judge  Dunn.  The  following  September  he 
accepted  a  position  as  principal  of  the  Ii'gh 
school  at  Port  Andrew,  Wisconsin,  but  at 
the  end  of  a  year  was  compelled  to  resign 
on  account  of  ill  health.    In  the  summer  of 

1883  he  went  to  South  Dakota,  to  recuper- 
ate, with  the  intention  of  returning  to  Wis- 
consin in  the  fall  to  continue  his  work  in  the 
university.  Instead  of  this,  he  remained  in 
Dakota,  having  taken  a  claim  of  160  acres  in 
Potter  county,  which  he  did  not  like  to  give 
up  by  leaving.  He  practiced  his  profession  a 
little  in  justice  courts,  but  at  that  time  there 
was  little  litigation  in  Dakota,  so  he 
gradually  drifted  out  of  it  into  newspaper 
work.  In  1886  he  purchased  a  half  interest 
in  the  "Observer,"  at  Lebanon  and  the  next 
year  bought  the  whole  outfit  and  had  charge 
of  the  paper  until  the  fall  of  1891,  when  he 
sold  out  and  removed  to  Estherville,  Iowa, 
his  present  location.  Here  he  purchased  a 
half  interest  in  the  " Emmet  County  Repub- 
lican," the  excellent  paper  which  he  now 
manages,  in  partnership  with  J.  E.  Jenkins. 

Mr.  Nichols  was  brought  up  a  democrat, 
but  when  he  became  old  enough  to  study 
politics  for  himself,  he  joined  the  republican 
party,  a  step  which  he  has  never  regretted. 
In  1886  after  the  death  of  his  sister,  Emma 
E.  Nichols,  who  was  for  two  years  superin- 
tendent of  schools  in  Potter  County,  South 
Dakota,  he  was  nominated  as  her  successor, 
but  he  shared  the  fate  of  the  rest  of  the  re- 
publican ticket  that  year  and  was  defeated. 
During  the  Twenty-sixth  General  and  So- 
cial Sessions  of  the  Iowa  Legislature  he  was 
journal  clerk  in  the  senate,  and  in  1898  was 
re-elected  to  the  same  position  without  op- 
position, since  which  time  he  has  devoted 
his  time  almost  exclusively  to  his  paper.  In 
the  spring  of  1900  he  was  elected  councilman 
of  the  First  ward  of  Estherville.  What  spare 
time  could  tic  taken  from  business  while  a 
resident  of  Iowa  he  has  devoted  to  local  and 
state  politic*.     In  the  fall  of  1896  he  was 


elected  president  of  the  First  Ward  McKin- 
ley  Club  of  Estherville,  and  in  1897  was  a 
delegate  to  the  national  convention  of  Re-. 
publican  League  Clubs  at  Detroit,  Michigan. 
He  is  a  member  of  North  Star  Lodge  No. 
447,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.,  and  of  Jeptha  Chap- 
ter U.  D.  R.  A.  M.  of  Estherville. 

Mr.  Nichols  was  married  at  Port  Andrew, 
Wisconsin,  February  16,  1885,  to  Miss 
Adelaide  M.  Carson.  They  have  three  chil- 
dren :  Herbert  Theodore,  born  February  4, 
1886;  Emma  Eliza,  born  April  17,  1888,  and 
Henrietta  Adelaide,  born  September  19, 
1890.  To  the  intelligence,  thrift  and  loving" 
faithfulness  of  his  wife  in  adversity  and 
prosperity,  Mr.  Nichols  owes  a  great  deal  of 
his  success. 


NUTTER,  Harry  Carroll,  of  Des 
Moines,  is  a  native  of  Newport,  Maine, 
where  he  was  born  November  19,  1866.  His 
father,  Alonzo  J.  Nutter,  removed  to  Iowa 
in  the  year  1868  and  for  over  ten  years  was 
located  at  Moingona,  Boone  county,  where 
he  conducted  a  good  business  and  was  very 
favorably  known. 

In  1878  the  family  moved  to  Boone  in  the 
same  county,  which  is  one  of  the  most  pros- 
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perous  and  progressive  of  our  Iowa  towns. 
In  Boone  he  established  a  confectionery 
jtore  and  restaurant,  which  was  quite  profit- 
able. Desiring  a  larger  field,  however,  he 
removed  to  the  city  of  Des  Moines  and  en- 
gaged in  the  same  line  of  business  at  No. 
608  Locust  street.  He  then  became  state 
agent  for  the  Herrick  Refrigerator  and  Cold 
Storage  Company  of  Waterloo,  Iowa,  with 
headquarters  at  No.  204  Seventh  street,  Des 
Moines.  He  continued  here  for  three  years 
and  built  up  a  very  fine  business.  He  is  now 
manager  and  half  owner  of  the  Herrick  Re- 
frigerator and  Manufacturing  Company  at 
No.  3704  East  Twelfth  street,  Kansas  City, 
Missouri,  where  they  manufacture  not  only 
refrigerators,  but  nearly  every  thing  that  can 
be  made  out  of  wood. 

Harry  C.  Nutter  began  his  education  at 
Moingona,  Iowa,  at  the  age  of  five  years.  At 
the  age  of  ten  years  he  entered  the  Boone 
schools  and  graduated  from  the  high  school 
there  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  being  chosen 
valedictorian  of  the  class  of  1882.  He  then 
went  into  business  with  his  father  at  Boone 
and  upon  removal  to  Des  Moines  in  1887 
continued  with  him  for  a  time.  He  then 
worked  two  years  for  the  W.  W.  Clark  com- 
pany in  their  book  and  stationery  store,  and 
when  that  was  sold  he  went  to  Sioux  Falls, 
Dakota,  and  engaged  in  the  furnishing  goods 
husiness  with  Walter  L.  French.  After  six 
months'  experience  in  Dakota  he  decided 
that  Iowa  was  preferable  and  returned  to 
Des  Moines,  where  he  went  into  the  tailoring 
•department  of  the  Continental  Clothing 
Company  as  salesman. 

He  remained  there  six  years  until  the  com- 
pany sold  out  and  retired  from  business, 
ivhen  he  formed  a  partnership  with  James 
Smith,  who  had  been  in  the  employ  of  the 
same  company,  and  they  opened  a  tailoring 
•establishment  at  No.  312  Fourth  street,  in 
the  Grand  Opera  block.  They  opened  their 
business  March  4,  1895,  and  although  1895 
was  an  exceptionally  bad  year,  they  suc- 
ceeded in  doing  a  very  good  business.  In 
February,  1896,  Mr.  Nutter  purchased  Mr. 
Smith's  interest  in  the  business  and  secured 
William  McKinley  as  cutter.  The  change 
proved  advantageous  and  while  the  year 
1896  was  even  worse  than  1895  the  business 
-was  very  decidedly  increased.    The  year  of 


1897  showed  a  still  greater  increase,  and 
now  he  has  the  choicest  patronage  of  the  city. 
On  November  21, 1895,  Mr.  Nutter  was 
married  to  Glendora  C.  Searles  of  this  city 
and  they  reside  at  the  Victoria.  He  is  a  very 
popular  member  of  the  Elks. 


OLDT,  Prof.  Franklin  T.  The  educa- 
tional interests  of  the  state  have  no  better 
or  more  active  friend  than  Prof.  Oldt,  the 
learned  superintendent  of  the  Dubuque 
schools.  He  is  the  son  of  a  retired  farmer, 
now  living  in  New  Berlin,  Pennsylvania, 
near  which  place  the  son,  Franklin,  was  born 
January  6,  1853.  He  attended  the  country 
school  until  eleven  years  of  age,  then  a  sub- 
scription school  in  New  Berlin  for  one  year. 
At  the  age  of  twelve  years  he  entered  Union 
Seminary,  now  Central  Pennsylvania  Col- 
lege, where  he  completed  the  course  in  Greek, 
Latin  and  Mathematics  before  reaching  the 
age  of  fifteen  years.  He  then  entered  Lafay- 
ette College  at  Easton,  Pennsylvania,  and 
at  eighteen  graduated  from  the  classical 
course  of  that  institution,  being  the  youngest 
member  of  a  class  of  forty.  He  attributes 
his  remarkable  success  in  his  chosen  vocation 
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mainly  to  the  influence  of  his  old  teacher  at 
Lafayette — Dr.  F.  A.  March.  Immediately 
after  graduating  he  went  to  Stephenson 
county,  Illinois,  where  he  taught  in  an  un- 
graded village  school.  It  was  not  his  inten- 
tion to  teach  more  than  two  years,  as  he  ex- 
pected to  study  law  and  engage  in  politics, 
but  his  phenomenal  success  in  the  school 
loom  led  to  a  call  to  the  principalship  of 
schools  at  Winnebago,  Illinois,  at  a  time 
when  he  was  about  to  leave  for  Lewisburg, 
Pennsylvania,  there  to  enter  a  law  office. 
After  two  years'  successful  work  in  Winne- 
bago he  was  elected  superintendent  of 
schools  at  Lanark,  Illinois,  which  position  he 
held  for  seventeen  years.  In  1892  he  be- 
came superintendent  of  schools  at  Green 
Bay,  Wisconsin.  There,  in  a  city  of  twelve 
thousand  people,  he  found  a  high  school 
building  that  would  bring  discredit  to  an 
Iowa  town  of  five  hundred  inhabitants.  He 
was  told  they  could  not  secure  the  erection 
of  a  better  one  because  of  the  bitter  feeling: 
existing  between  the  advocates  of  the  pubic 
and  parochial  systems  of  schools.  Proceed- 
ing at  once  to  devise  means  for  harmonizing 
these  elements  he,  within  two  months,  had 
all  teachers  and  pupils  of  public,  Catholic 
and  German  Lutheran  schools  in  a  great  pro- 
cession on  the  streets,  wearing  the  same 
badges  and  carrying  the  same  banners.  It 
was  a  red  letter  day  for  Prof.  Oldt  and  the 
city  of  Green  Bay.  A  few  months  later  the 
city  gave  a  large  majority  in  favor  of  erect- 
ing a  $35,000  high  school  building.  At  the 
clc.se  of  the  year  he  removed  to  Freeport, 
Illinois,  and  took  charge  of  the  schools  at  an 
increased  salary.  There  also  he  worked  great 
improvement  in  organization  and  methods 
of  teaching. 

In  1895  he  accepted  his  present  position 
in  the  schools  of  Dubuque.  The  place  was 
considered  a  difficult  one  on  account  of  the 
local  opposition  to  the  introduction  of  the 
super intendency  system,  which  had  just  been 
adopted,  Mr.  Oldt  beine  the  first  superin- 
tendent under  the  new  order  of  affairs.  His 
industry,  well-directed  zeal  and  good  man- 
agement have,  however,  not  only  made  him 
popular,  but  have  brought  about  a  unanimity 
of  sentiment  in  favor  of  the  new  system. 
His  strength  and  ability  as  oreanizer  and 
executive  were  shown  in  the  meeting  of  the 


Northeastern  Iowa  Educational  Association 
held  in  Dubuque  in  1896  which,  under  his 
direction  and  management,  was  the  best  and 
largest  in  the  history  of  the  state.  He  has 
always  taken  an  active  interest  in  public  af- 
fairs. He  was  once  a  nominee  for  state  su- 
perintendent of  public  instruction  in  Illinois; 
another  time,  though  against  his  will,  for 
state  senator.  For  many  years  he  was  an 
active  member  of  the  Illinois  State  and 
Northern  Illinois  Teachers'  Associations, 
and  is  known  as  a  popular  and  effective  in- 
stitute conductor.  He  regards  an  attend- 
ance on  the  meetings  of  the  association  as  a 
duty.  He  was  elected  a  member  of  the  edu- 
cational council  at  the  meeting  of  the  Iowa 
State  Teachers'  Association  in  December, 
1895.  Since  coming  to  Iowa  he  has  taken 
an  active  part  in  every  meeting  of  the  state 
and  Northeastern  Educational  Associations. 
He  was  married  in  1876  to  Miss  Jessie 
Copeland  of  Winnebago,  Illinois.  They 
have  four  children :  Charles  F.,  Winifred  E., 
Jessie  T.  and  Marion  E. 


OSBORN,  Herbert,  who  formerly  occu- 
pied the  chair  of  Zoology,  Entomology  and 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PROGRESSIVE    MEN    OF    IOWA. 


365 


Geology  at  the  Iowa  Agricultural  College, 
ranks  among  the  best  of  American  scientists, 
and  his  statements  are  widely  quoted  as  of 
high  authority,  particularly  in  the  line  of 
entomology,  his  specialty.  He  is  now  pro- 
fessor of  zoology  and  entomology  in  the 
Ohio  State  University  at  Columbus,  where 
he  now  lives,  and  also  director  of  the  Lake 
laboratory  of  the  same  institution,  which 
holds  summer  sessions  on  Lake  Erie  at  San- 
dusky. Professor  Osborn  has  worked  his 
way  up  to  his  present  enviable  position  by 
hard  work  and  perseverance,  for  he  was  born 
and  reared  in  humble  circumstances.  His 
father,  Charles  Paine  Osborn,  was  born  at 
Hadley,  Massachusetts,  November  22,  18 17, 
and  he  died  April  27,  189 1.  He  came  west 
about  1840,  locating  in  Walworth  county, 
Wisconsin,  where  he  was  married  May  1, 
1844,  to  Harriet  Newell  Marsh,  who  was 
born  at  Montague,  Massachusetts,  August 
28,  1823,  and  moved  to  Wisconsin  about 
five  years  before  her  marriage.  From  Wis- 
consin the  family  moved  to  Iowa  in  1863, 
settling  in  Linn  county,  where  the  father 
followed  his  trade  as  a  carpenter  and  builder 
until  1870,  when  he  embarked  in  the  nursery 
business.  As  a  fruit  grower  he  became  well 
known  throughout  the  state,  serving  as  pres- 
ident of  the  Eastern  Iowa  Horticultural  So- 
ciety for  three  terms,  1885-6-7,  and  as  di- 
rector of  the  State  Horticultural  Society  one 
term. 

Professor  Osborn's  ancestors,  on  both 
sides,  were  of  the  best  New  England  blood. 
His  grandfather  on  his  father's  side,  Alpheus 
Osborn,  served  in  the  war  of  18 12.  One  of 
his  great  grandfathers,  Roswell  Paine,  was  a 
captain  in  the  Revolution,  and  a  great-great- 
grandfather, James  Chamberlain,  was  also  a 
Revolutionist.  His  grandmother's  people 
trace  their  ancestry  back  to  Stephen  Paine, 
who  came  from  Norfolk,  England,  and  set- 
tled in  New  England  in  1638.  On  his  moth- 
er's side  his  great-great-grandfather,  Enos 
Marsh,  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  and  the 
ancestral  line  runs  back  to  John  Marsh,  who 
settled  at  Hartford,  Connecticut,  in  1636, 
and  whose  wife  was  a  daughter  of  Governor 
John  Webster. 

Herbert  Osborn  was  born  March  19,  1856, 
at  Lafayette,  Walworth  county,  Wisconsin. 
When  seven  years  old  he  moved  with  his 


parents  to  Fairfax,  Linn  County,  Iowa,  ar- 
riving June  19,  1863.  Their  house  was  the 
first  dwelling  on  the  town  plat.  Professor 
Osborn  attended  the  country  and  village 
schools,  and  notwithstanding  the  newness  of 
the  country,  he  was  fortunate  enough  to 
have  several  excellent  teachers.  Very  early 
in  life  he  acquired  the  industrious  habits 
which  have  since  served  him  so  well,  by  help- 
ing his  father  as  a  carpenter  and  in  the  many 
duties  on  a  farm.  He  also  clerked  in  a  drug 
store,  and  at  fifteen  we  find  him  engaging 
in  his  life  work  by  practicing  amateur  taxi- 
dermy and  making  collections  and  drawings 
of  insects,  etc. 

In  1872  he  started  to  attend  Iowa  College 
at  Grinnell,  but  contracting  a  fever,  was 
obliged  to  go  home,  and  lack  of  funds  pre- 
vented a  further  attendance  at  school  until 
1876,  when  he  entered  the  Iowa  Agricultural 
College.  He  made  his  own  way,  teaching 
country  schools  during  the  long  winter  vaca- 
tions, and  by  working  while  in  college.  He 
was  a  student  of  unusual  merit,  receiving 
the  highest  honors.  He  represented  his  class 
in  the  junior  exhibition,  and  was  one  of  the 
ten  commencement  speakers  on  graduation 
day.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Bachelor  De- 
bating Society,  from  which  he  graduated  in 
November,  1879.  He  was  elected  to  a  posi- 
tion as  assistant  in  zoology  and  entomology 
on  the  day  of  his  graduation,  and  in  addition 
to  this  work  he  completed  a  graduate  course 
of  study  and  received  the  degree  of  M.  Sc, 
in  1880.  In  1 88 1 -2  he  studied  in  the  Museum 
of  Comparative  Zoology  at  Harvard  and 
spent  the  winter  of  188(5-6  in  the  National 
Museum  at  Washington.  He  also  took  a 
course  of  lectures  in  a  medical  college.  In 
1883  he  was  given  full  charge  of  the  work 
in  zoology  and  entomology,  and  was  ap- 
pointed curator  of  the  museum.  In  1885  the 
chair  of  geology  was  added,  and  later  the 
work  of  entomologist  for  the  Iowa  Experi- 
ment Station.  From  1885  to  1894  he  was 
special  agent  for  Iowa  on  the  Division  of 
Entomology,  United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture.  In  1893  he  had  charge  of  the 
entomological  exhibit  of  the  United  States 
Experiment  Stations  at  the  World's  Fair.  Un- 
der the  law  enacted  by  the  Iowa  legislature 
in  1898  creating  the  office  of  State  Entomol- 
ogist, he  accepted  the  position  from  the  time 
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the  law  went  into  effect  until  his  resignation 
as  entomologist  of  the  Iowa  Experiment  Sta- 
tion took  effect.  He  was  elected  to  his  pres- 
ent position  in  June,  1898,  and  assumed  its 
duties  in  September 

Professor  Osborn  has  made  many  trips 
for  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  investi- 
gating insects  in  Iowa,  Wisconsin,  Missouri 
and  Kansas.  He  went  on  a  collecting  tour 
to  Mexico  in  the  winter  of  189 1-2,  going  as 
far  as  the  Isthmus  of  Tehuantepec,  visiting 
the  city  of  Mexico,  Orizaba,  Cordova,  Vera 
Cruz  and  many  other  points  of  interests 
During  the  winter  of  1894-5  he  went  to 
Europe  for  study  at  the  Biological  Station 
at  Naples,  and  also  visited  London,  Paris, 
Liege,  Berlin,  Leipsic,  Munich,  Florence, 
Rome,  Algiers,  Gibraltar  and  minor  points 
with  special  reference  to  laboratories  in  zoo- 
logy. His  publications  include  many  valu- 
able and  interesting  articles  in  agricultural 
and  scientific  reports,  journals  and  papers, 
besides  numerous  original  pamphlets.  His 
most  extended  single  work,  a  volume  of  over 
300  pages  and  many  original  figures,  on  "In- 
sects Affecting  Domestic  Animals,"  was  is- 
sued as  Bulletin  No.  5  (N.  S.),  Division  of 
Entomology,  United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture.  He  is  an  original  and  skillful 
investigator,  having  discovered  and  de- 
scribed many  new  species  of  insects  and 
many  facts  concerning  their  life  history  and 
habits,  especially  injurious  species  in  Iowa. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Iowa  Academy  of 
Science,  was  its  first  president,  and  for  the 
last  six  years  has  been  secretary  and  editor 
of  its  proceedings;  he  is  a  Fellow  of  the 
American  Association  for  the  Advancement 
of  Science;  member  of  the  Society  for  the 
Promotion  of  Agricultural  Science,  the  As- 
sociation of  Economic  Entomologists,  the 
Biological  Society  of  Washington,  the  En- 
tomological Society  of  Washington  and  the 
Societe  Entomologique  de  France.  He  has 
been  secretary  and  president  of  the  En- 
tomological Club  of  the  American  Associa- 
tion for  the  Advancement  of  Science  and 
vice-president  of  the  Association  of  Econ- 
omic Entomologists,  being  elected  in  1897  to 
the  presidency  of  this  association  for  the 
Boston  meeting  in  1898.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  order  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  his  rank 


being  Past  C.  C.    He  is  connected  with  the 
Congregational  church. 

The  professor  was  married  January  19, 
1883,  to  Miss  Alice  Isadore  Sayles  of  Man- 
chester, Iowa,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the  Iowa 
Agricultural  College  in  the  class  of  1881* 
They  have  five  children :  Morse  Foster,  born 
January  7,  1887;  Herbert  Tirrill,  born  De- 
cember 6,  1887;  Evelyn,  born  August  16, 
1890;  Dorothy,  born  August  9,  1894,  and 
Margaret  Stanton,  born  April  25,  1896. 


POSTON,  Rufus  C,  a  prominent  attor- 
ney of  Corydon,  was  born  on  a  farm  near 
Chillicothe,  Wapello  County,  Iowa,  Febru- 
ary 21,  1855.  His  father,  Nimrod  Poston, 
a  fanner,  came  from  Virginia  in  1827,  set- 
tling first  in  Athens  County,  Ohio,  and  later 
coming  to  Iowa,  located  in  Wapello 
county  in  1847.  He  died  at  the  residence  of 
a  daughter  in  Davis  County,  Iowa,  in  1898. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Fifth  General  As- 
sembly and  an  active  supporter  of  the  bill 
making  Des  Moines  the  permanent  capital 
of  the  state.  His  mother,  Catherine  Gilli- 
land  Poston,  was  a  native  of  Ohio.  She  died 
at  Chillicothe,  Iowa,  in  1868.    Grandfather 
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Poston  and  Grandfather  Gilliland  were  sol- 
diers in  the  War  of  1812.  The  latter  was 
in  the  regiment  of  Colonel  Lewis  Cass,  and 
was  made  a  prisoner  at  Detroit,  Michigan, 
when  that  place  was  surrendered  to  the  Brit- 
ish by  General  Hull.  The  present  Mr.  Pos- 
ton's  great-grandfather  on  the  paternal  side 
was  a  captain  of  a  company  under  the  cele- 
brated General  Morgan  (Morgan's  Rifle- 
men), of  the  Revolutionary  war.  Mr.  Pos- 
ton attended  country  schools  irregularly  un- 
til he  was  thirteen  years  old.  His  mother 
died  at  that  time,  and  he  had  to  leave  home 
and  begin  to  earn  his  own  living  as  a  farm 
hand.  His  health  had  never  been  good  in 
the  Des  Moines  Valley,  so  he  took  advan- 
tage of  an  opportunity  to  obtain  employ- 
ment in  Lucas  county  herding  cattle.  The 
change  was  beneficial.  About  this  time  he 
got  possession  of  part  of  a  volume  of 
••Chambers'  Information  for  the  People" 
and  a  biography  of  Benjamin  Franklin,  and 
as  books  were  scarce  at  that  time,  he  read 
these  over  and  over.  This  created  in  him  a 
desire  for  a  better  education  than  could  be 
obtained  in  the  country  schools,  and  to  this 
end  he  began  to  bend  every  energy.  On 
January  4,  1874,  he  entered  a  private  school, 
conducted  by  Prof.  J.  P.  Simpson  in  the 
basement  of  the  old  Presbyterian  church  of 
Chariton.  He  remained  there  eight  months 
ana  successfully  passed  an  examination  and 
obtained  a  teacher's  certificate.  He  began 
his  first  school  in  a  log  school  house  in  the 
southwest  corner  of  Lucas  county,  where 
he  had  formerly  attended  as  a  pupil.  He 
thus  alternately  taught  school  and  worked 
on  a  farm  until  the  spring  of  1877,  when  he 
entered  the  private  school  of  Mrs.  M.  A. 
Peck  in  Ottumwa.  He  remained  there 
about  eight  months.  He  had  for  some  time 
entertained  the  idea  of  studying  law,  and 
while  there  read  law  at  night  in  the  office  of 
the  late  Colonel  S.  W.  Summers.  After 
another  season  of  school  teaching  as  princi- 
pal of  the  Chillicothe  schools,  he  entered  the 
law  department  of  the  State  University  for 
the  fall  aqd  winter  terms  of  1879.  Poor 
health  and  financial  circumstances  combined 
to  compel  him  to  retire  in  March,  1880. 
After  graduating  with  the  class  of  1882,  he 
borrowed  enough  money  of  a  friend  to  get 
home  and  in  August  of  the  same  year  opened 


up  an  office  at  Humeston  with  a  borrowed 
code  of  1873,  f°r  a  library  and  one  hundred 
dollars  of  borrowed  money  with  which  to 
pay  board  bills  while  waiting  for  clients. 
In  1 89 1  he  moved  to  Corydon,  forming  a 
partneyship  with  E.  L.  Hart,  which  was 
terminated  by  Mr.  Hart's  death  March  30^ 
1900. 

Mr.  Poston  has  always  been  a  democrat 
and  in  1886  was  a  candidate  of  his  party 
for  the  office  of  county  attorney  and  received 
his  party  vote,  but  was  defeated.  In  1894 
he  was  again  nominated  by  the  same  party 
for  that  office  and  was  elected  without  op- 
position, serving  two  years.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  local  lodge  of  Knights  of  Pythias, 
is  a  Mason  and  a  member  of  St.  John's 
Commandery  K.  T.  No.  21  of  Centervillc 
A  self-made  man  in  every  respect,  Mr.  Pos- 
ton is  today  an  example  of  what  a  man  with 
an  ambition  to  succeed  may  attain  if  he  is 
willing  to  work  and  wait.  He  was  married 
October  22,  1882,  to  Clara  A.  Williams  of 
Warren  County,  Iowa.  They  have  one  child, 
Eugene  E.,  born  October  6,  1883. 


PHILLIPS,  William,  who  for  more 
than  forty-one  years  has  been  prominently 
connected  with  the  legal  profession  at  Des 
Moines,  and  is  now  a  resident  of  that 
city,  has,  during  his  connection  with  the 
Polk  county  bar,  been  numbered  among  its 
most  able  lawyers  and  highly  respected  citi- 
zens. 

He  was  born  on  the  twenty-second  day  of 
September,  1826,  near  Steubenville,  Jeffer- 
son county,  Ohio,  and  his  boyhood  days  were 
spent  upon  the  old  home  farm.  His  par- 
ents, Thomas  A.  and  Rebekah  Irwin  Phil- 
lips, were  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  After 
gaining  an  education,  acquired  principally 
in  the  common  schools  and  supplemented  by 
a  collegiate  course,  he  entered  business  life 
as  a  merchant  while  yet  quite  young.  In 
185 1  he  left  the  state  of  Ohio  and  removed 
to  Peoria,  Illinois,  and  again  embarked  in 
mercantile  pursuits  for  a  time — in  Peoria, 
Galesburg  and  Henderson. 

While  thus  engaged,  he  entered  upon  a 
course  of  reading  preparatory  to  admission 
to  the  bar,  and  after  pursuing  a  course  of 
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law  study,  which  he  thoroughly  mastered, 
he  was  admitted,  in  1854,  to  practice  in  the 
courts  of  Illinois.  Subsequently,  in  that 
year,  he  removed  to  Iowa,  and  became  some- 
what identified  with  its  history,  laying  out 
the  town  of  Tefferson,  now  ♦he  county  seat 
of  Greene  county,  and  locating  his  parents 
upon  a  farm  in  the  vicinity.  Shortly  there- 
after he  removed  to  the  city  of  Des  Moines, 
locating  there  permanently  in  July,  1856. 
During  all  the  subsequent  years  he  has  been 
actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law,  first, 
as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Bates  and  Phil- 
lips, then  of  the  firm  of  Phillips  and  Phillips, 
and  later  of  that  of  Phillips,  Gatch  and  Phil- 
lips, from  which  Colonel  Gatch  subsequently 
retired,  »vhen  the  firm  was  resolved  into 
that  of  Phillips  and  f'hillips.  Afterwards, 
Ly  the  addition  to  it  of  Colonel  E.  J.  Goode, 
the  fir  n  name  was  changed  to  that  of  Phil- 
lips, Goode  and  Phillips.  In  1882  this  firm 
was  dissolved,  each  member  going  into  bus- 
iness by  himself.  In  1884,  Judge  Phillips 
was  joined  by  Judge  James  G.  Day,  who 
for  twenty  years  had  been  on  the  district 
ai'd  supreme  benches  of  the  state.  This 
lirm  ?.»n:i'uied  in  business  until  1894,  when 
by  mutual  consent  it  was  dissolved.  Each 
of  these  firms,  of  all  of  which,  except  the 


first  named,  Judge  Phillips  was  at  the  head, 
won  and  maintained  a  standing  second  to 
none  in  the  city,  their  large  clientage  at- 
testing the  superior  legal  ability  of  their  in- 
dividual members.  In  1896  was  formed  the 
present  firm  of  Phillips,  Ryan  and  Ryan. 

On  the  20th  of  August,  1857,  in  Des 
Moines,  Judge  Phillips  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Jennie  Rutan,  a  daughter 
of  William  Rutan,  Esq.,  and  a  niece  of  Gov- 
ernor Kirkwood,  of  Iowa.  She  is  a  native 
of  Ohio.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Phillips  are  the 
parents  of  four  children,  two  sons  and  two 
daughters.  Of  these,  two  have  departed  this 
life,  Nellie,  at  the  age  of  one  year,  and  John 
Frank,  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight.  Thomas 
William,  the  eldest,  is  manager  and  secre- 
tary of  th  Merchants'  Consolidated  Insur- 
ance Agency  of  Des  Moines,  of  which  Judge 
Phillips  is  president,  and  Jennie  B.  is  mar- 
ried to  Dr.  J.  B.  Hardy,  a  prominent  physi- 
cian of  Phoenix,  Arizona. 

Judge  Phillips  is  a  man  whom  to  know  is 
to  honor.  Early  in  life  he  formed  a  charac- 
ter that  has  always  commanded  universal 
lespect.  Integrity  and  honesty,  fidelity  to 
principle  and  to  resolute  purpose  stand  forth 
pre-eminent  in  his  life  record.  His  business 
success,  which  is  an  enviable  one,  is  due  to 
close  application  and  thorough  research, 
coupled  with  a  natural  adaptability  to  his 
chosen  profession  and  an  unremitting  faith- 
fulness to  his  clients'  interests.  A  man  of 
liberal  views  but  deep  religious  convictions, 
his  benevolence  has  made  his  own  success  a 
continuous  but  quiet  benefit  to  many  of  those 
less  successful,  and  a  strong  aid  to  public 
and  charitable  enterprises.  Believing  that 
every  one  should  improve  his  opportunities 
to  the  best  of  his  ability,  he  has  conscien- 
tiously lived  up  to  his  belief,  and  today- 
Judge  Phillips  stands  without  a  superior  at 
the  bar  and  in  social  circles. 


PIXGREY,  William  Henry,  is  a 
bright  young  business  man  residing  at  Les- 
ter, a  prosperous  town  in  Lyon  county,  situ- 
ated at  the  junction  of  the  Sioux  City  & 
Northern  and  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids 
&    Northern    Railways.     His    father,    Van 

Buren  Pingrey.  a  retired 

Digitized  by } 


/©sagfe* 


PROGRESSIVE    MEN    OF    IOWA. 


369 


tensive  owner  of  real  estate,  was  born  in 
1 83 1.  He  was  among  the  early  settlers  of 
Iowa,  coming  here  from  Ohio  during  the 
fifties,  and  locating  in  Black  Hawk  county, 
near  Waterloo.  He  was  married  in  1862 
to  Nancy  Arthur  Sargent,  who  was  born 
in  1835. 

W.  H.  Pingrey  is  a  native  of  Iowa,  and 
was  born  October  23,  1864,  in  Black  Hawk 
county,  near  Waterloo.  At  the  age  of  four, 
he  moved  with  his  parents  to  Grundy  county, 
where  all  his  early  years  were  spent.  Like 
so  many  of  Iowa's  well  known  men,  his 
education  was  begun  in  the  common  coun- 
try school,  which  he  attended  regularly  un- 
til he  was  fifteen,  with  the  exception  of 
twelve  weeks  in  the  Eldora  high  school ;  and 
for  the  next  two  years  he  worked  in  the  sum- 
mer and  attended  school  in  winter.  At  sev- 
enteen he  attended  the  Normal  School  at 
Cedar  Falls,  and  soon  afterwards  com- 
menced teaching,  which  vocation  he  followed 
during  the  winter  for  ten  years,  working  on 
the  farm  in  the  summer.  At  the  end  of 
this  time  he  had  acquired  a  cash  capital  of 
fifteen  hundred  dollars,  all  saved  from  his 
own  earnings,  and  had  an  interest  in  a 
stock  of  farm  machinery.  He  attended  the 
Waterloo  Business  College  in  1890,  and 
after  completing  a  prescribed  course  at  that 


institution  began  work  in  the  Grundy 
County  National  Bank,  at  Grundy  Center; 
and  in  1 89 1  came  to  Lester  and  engaged  in 
banking  with  F.  S.  Tewksbury,  Mr.  Pingrey 
acting  as  cashier  under  the  articles  of  co- 
partnership. The  firm  began  with  a  capital 
of  eleven  thousand  dollars,  each  partner 
owning  equal  shares.  Business  increased 
and  they  prospered  well  until  1893,  when 
the  panic  struck  the  country.  The  payment 
at  this  time  of  a  large  sum  of  money  that 
had  been  borrowed  from  an  eastern  firm, 
cramped  the  operations  of  the  bank,  and  al- 
though they  were  able  to  continue  in  busi- 
ness several  years,  the  financial  depression 
continued  so  long  that  they  never  fully  re- 
covered from  this  drawback,  and  on  Decem- 
ber 23,  1895,  were  compelled  to  close  up. 
Since  then  Mr.  Pingrey  has  been  busy  set- 
tling up  the  affairs  of  the  bank,  and  within 
less  than  two  years  was  able  to  take  it  out 
of  the  receiver's  hands.  He  is  now  doing  a 
good  business  in  real  estate,  land  loans,  in- 
surance and  collections. 

Mr.  Pingrey  is  a  republican  in  politics, 
but  has  not  been  an  office  seeker,  having  held 
only  such  offices  as  mayor,  councilman  and 
others  of  a  local  character.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  Order,  A.  F.  and  A.  M., 
of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  the  Modern  Wood- 
men of  America.  He  belongs  to  no  church, 
but  attends  the  Methodist. 

He  was  married  December  14,  1892,  to 
Helen  Mar  Bascom.  They  have  two  sons: 
Hazen  Bascom,  born  August  26,  1895,  anc* 
Loren  Kent,  February  19,  1897. 


POWERS,  Dr.  Fred  Willard,  of  Rein- 
beck,  is  a  native  of  Iowa,  born  in  Benton 
county,  May  5,  1868.  He  is  a  son  of  Dr.  J. 
L.  Powers  and  his  wife,  Janette  S.  Byam, 
who  are  referred  to  in  the  sketch  of  Dr.  J.  L. 
Powers  in  this  work.  The  younger  doctor 
completed  his  course  in  the  Reinbeck  High 
School  in  1884,  where  he  was  janitor,  did 
work  in  a  drug  store,  mornings,  noons, 
nights,  Saturdays  and  vacations.  He  early 
developed  an  ambition  to  become  a  physi- 
cian and  all  his  studies  were  in  that  direc- 
tion. He  entered  Cornell  College  in  Mt. 
Vernon,    Iowa,    in   the   fall   of    1884.   and  t 
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studied  there  for  two  years,  preparatory  to 
a  medical  course.  While  there  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Star  Literary  Society  and 
was  its  secretary  and  representative  in  the 
annual  joint  debate.  He  commenced  the 
study  of  medicine  with  his  father  and  soon 
entered  the  medical  department  of  the  State 
University  of  Iowa,  graduating  in  1889.  At 
this  time  he  was  one  of  the  committee  of 
three  which  labored  with  the  examiners  and 
faculty  to  permit  one  of  his  classmates  to 
graduate  after  he  had  been  plucked.  This  is 
the  only  time  in  the  history  of  the  University 
where  a  student  was  permitted  to  be  grad- 
uated after  being  plucked.  Dr.  Powers 
completed  the  course  at  the  Post  Graduate 
Medical  College  and  Hospital  in  New  York 
City  and  received  a  diploma,  February,  1898. 
After  graduating  from  the  University  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  his  father,  which 
still  exists.  The  two  form  a  strong  team 
and  have  a  lucrative  practice,  combining  the 
conservatism  of  mature  years  with  the  en- 
ergy of  youth.  Dr.  Powers  has  performed 
many  important  surgical  operations  and  was 
a  member  of  the  examining  board  of  the 
class  of  '96,  State  University  of  Iowa.  He 
has  always  been  a  republican  and  has  many 
times  represented  his  section  in  county,  state 


and  judicial  conventions.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  school  board  of  Reinbeck  from 
1893  to  1896.  He  is  Past  Chancellor,  Cal- 
umet Lodge,  No.  424  Knights  of  Pythias  of 
Reinbeck,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Cedar  Valley  Medical  Association  and 
the  State  Medical  Society  and  has  read  im- 
portant papers  before  both.  He  is  the  ex- 
amining surgeon  for  many  life  insurance 
companies,  and  is  surgeon  for  the  Chicago- 
Great  Western  Railway  Company  and  a 
member  of  the  State  Association  of  Railway 
Surgeons.  August  13,  1898,  the  doctor  was 
appointed  by  Governor  L.  M.  Shaw  to  the 
office  of  Special  Commissioner  for  Iowa 
Volunteers  with  the  rank  of  colonel,  with 
instructions  to  proceed  at  once  to  Jackson- 
ville, Florida,  and  make  a  thorough  inves- 
tigation of  the  sanitary  condition  of  the 
camp  of  the  Forty-ninth  and  Fiftieth  Iowa 
Volunteers  in  Camp  Cuba  Libre,  "and  make 
such  recommendations  thereon  to  the  end 
that  the  State  of  Iowa  may  wisely  render 
such  aid  and  assistance  as  will  best  con- 
serve the  comfort  and  health  of  the  men." 

The  Doctor  was  married  July  31,  1889,  to 
Pearl  Evangeline  Thompson.  One  child  is 
living,  Gladys  Bulah,  who  was  born  June  22r 
1890.  Mrs.  Powers  was  born  January  2ir 
1868,  in  Grundy  county,  and  is  the  oldest 
daughter  of  P.  M.  and  Hattie  Thompson, 
who  were  among  the  oldest  settlers  of 
Grundy  county.  Dr.  Powers  is  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 


POWERS,  Joseph  Lewis,  of  Reinbeck^ 
who  has  achieved  well  merited  success  as  a 
physician,  is  among  the  pioneers  of  Iowa. 
His  father,  Lewis  Powers,  was  born  in  Ver- 
mont in  1800.  He  married  Mehetibel  White- 
head in  1822,  by  whom  three  children  were 
born :  Joseph  L.,  Maria  and  Charles  W.,  and 
settled  on  a  farm  near  Schenectady,  New 
York,  removing  in  1825  to  Erie  county.  In 
1836  he  removed  by  team  to  Delaware 
County,  Ohio,  but  after  two  years'  struggle 
in  the  new  country,  returned  to  New  York^ 
where  misfortune  overtook  him  in  the  death 
of  his  wife.  He  afterward  located  again  in 
Ohio,    married    Sarah   Coltman,   of  which 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PROGRESSIVE    MEN    OF   IOWA. 


371 


union  two  children  were  born:  Mary  and 
John  W.,  and  after  the  death  of  his  wife, 
married  again  and  settled  in  Stark  County, 
Indiana,  where  he  died  in  1886. 

Dr.  J.  L.  Powers  was  born  December  11, 
1823,  near  Schenectady,  New  York.  His 
early  education  was  limited ;  being  the  old- 
est of  three  children,  he  had  to  devote  much 
of  his  time  to  hard  work.  At  the  age  of  six- 
teen he  bought  his  time  for  $150  and  hired 
out  as  a  farm  and  mill  hand.  After  two 
years  he  determined  to  secure  a  higher  edu- 
cation and  prepare  for  a  professional  career. 
During  vacations,  if  he  could  find  nothing 
else  to  do,  he  cut  wood  at  twenty-five  cents 
a  cord.  He  attended  school  at  Grandville 
College,  Ohio,  in  1844  and  1846,  and  Ash- 
land Academy  in  1845.  ^n  the  fell  oi  J846 
he  began  teaching,  which  he  continued  sev- 
eral years,  studying  and  practicing  dentistry 
at  odd  times,  having  in  view  the  study  of 
medicine.  He  attended  lectures  at  Sterling 
Medical  College,  Columbus,  Ohio,  in  1848 
and  1849,  and  commenced  practicing  at  Cen- 
tral College  in  the  spring  of  1849.  A  year 
later  he  started  by  team  with  a  company  of 
gold  seekers  for  California,  the  journey 
from  the  Missouri  river  to  Hangtown,  or 
Placerville,  California,  occupying  one  hun- 


dred and  ten  days.  He  spent  eighteen 
months  in  California  in  hospital  practice  and 
mining.  He  left  Sacramento  December  15, 
1 85 1,  with  $1,550  worth  of  gold  and  re- 
turned to  Ashley,  Ohio,  stopping  on  the  way 
at  Acapuleo,  Cuba,  and  New  Orleans. 
Learning  upon  his  arrival  home  that  his  in- 
tended had  moved  west,  he  came  to  Iowa 
and  was  married  December  30,  1852,  at  An- 
drew, in  Jackson  county,  to  Miss  Janette 
S.  Byam,  a  teacher,  and  a  student  in  the  first 
institute  conducted  in  Iowa.  Her  mother, 
Polly  Steel  Byam,  was  the  first  white  child 
born  in  Auburn,  New  York,  and  her  grand- 
father, Eldad  Steel,  fought  in  the  Revolu- 
tion. Soon  after  his  marriage  Dr.  Powers 
removed  to  Morrow  County,  Ohio,  where 
he  purchased  and  for  several  years  farmed 
two  hundred  acres  of  land.  He  was  twice 
subject  to  drafts  in  the  army,  in  1862  and 
1863,  and  was  elected  a  second  lieutenant 
of  the  state  militia.  At  the  close  of  the  war 
he  moved  with  his  family  to  Iowa,  settling 
on  a  farm  in  Benton  county.  After  a  few 
years  he  removed  to  the  town  of  Irving  to 
practice.  In  1875  he  attended  lectures  at 
the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  at 
Keokuk,  graduating  in  February,  1876.  He 
then  located  at  Reinbeck,  which  is  still  his 
home.  Alert  and  progressive  as  a  practi- 
tioner, he  has  kept  up  with  the  advance  col- 
umn of  his  profession.  He  was  appointed 
local  surgeon  of  the  B.,  C.  R.  &  N»  Railway, 
was  president  of  the  board  of  pension  ex- 
aminers at  Grundy  Center  under  Harrison's 
administration,  and  was  re-appointed  by 
President  McKinley.  He  is  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  State  and  the  Cedar  Valley  Med- 
ical Societies,  and  has  contributed  to  the 
current  literature  of  the  medical  fraternity. 
Dr.  Powers  has  belonged  to  the  repub- 
lican party  since  its  organization  in  1856, 
and  before  that  time  was  a  Whig.  He  and 
his  family  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
church.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Powers  have  five  chil- 
dren: Julia  C,  born  in  1856,  now  Mrs.  J. 
H.  Welch,  who  was  for  several  ye?rs  matron 
of  Indian  schools  in  Montana,  her  husband 
being  superintendent,  now  resides  at  Belle 
Plain,  Iowa;  Emma  A.,  born  in  1858,  is 
now  the  wife  of  Hon.  S.  H.  Cranmer,  a 
prominent  lawyer  of  South  Dakota  and  was 
a  member  of  the  constitutional  convention 

Digitized  by  V^OOQ IC 


372 


PROGRESSIVE    MEN    OF    IOWA. 


of  1885.  Mrs.  Granmer  served  several 
years  as  president  of  the  South  Dakota  W. 
C.  T.  U.,  2nd  is  now  a  lecturer  for  the  na- 
tional organization.  The  third  daughter, 
Laura  B.,  born  in  1865,  now  Mrs.  Cottrell, 
resides  at  Reinbeck.  She  taught  several 
years  in  the  Montana  Indian  schools.  Fred 
W.  was  born  in  1868  and  is  a  graduate  of  the 
State  University.  He  practices  medicine 
with  his  father.  Leland  E.  was  born  in  1871 
and  is  a  partner  and  cashier  in  the  bank  at 
Rowan. 


PALMER,  Dr.  Charles  Alfred,  of 
Grinnell,  is  one  of  the  rising  young  dentists 
of  the  state,  and  though  he  has  practiced 
his  profession  but  a  short  time  compara- 
tively, he  enjoys  a  good  patronage.  His 
father,  Stephen  Alfred  Palmer,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Ohio,  but  came  to  Iowa  as  an  early 
pioneer,  settling  in  Jones  county  soon  after 
the  state  was  admitted,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming.  The  doctor's  mother  was  Angelinc 
Bennet,  also  a  native  of  Ohio,  having  se- 
cured her  education  at  Hiram  College  in 
that  state,  where  she  became  well  acquainted 
with  President  Garfield  and  his  wife,  who 


were  both  students  there  at  the  time.  It 
was  soon  after  her  marriage  to  Mr.  Palmer 
that  they  moved  to  Jones  county,  Iowa, 
where  they  brought  up  a  family  of  twelve 
children,  all  of  whom  are  still  living  except 
one.  S.  A.  Palmer  was  of  English  descent, 
being  the  son  of  a  Canadian,  who  was 
pressed  into  the  British  service  during"  the 
War  of  181 2,  but  who  deserted  in  order  to 
fight  with  the  Americans.  The  name  of  this 
soldier's  mother  was  Allen,  and  she  was  a 
relative  of  Ethan  Allen,  the  hero  of  Ticon- 
deroga.  The  ancestors  of  Dr.  Palmer's 
mother  were  Scotch  and  English. 

C.  A.  Palmer  was  born  January  12,  1867, 
in  Jones  county,  Iowa,  where  the  early 
years  of  his  life  were  spent,  working  on  the 
farm  and  attending  district  school.  In  the 
spring  of  1882,  the  year  of  the  great  Grin- 
nell cyclone,  when  he  was  fifteen  years  old, 
he  removed  with  his  parents  to  Poweshiek 
county,  where  for  a  few  years  they  worked 
a  farm  near  Grinnell,  but  soon  moved  into 
town  in  order  that  the  children  might  have 
better  educational  advantages,  and  here  the 
father  engaged  in  the  grocery  business.  The 
father's  object  was  realized,  for  most  of  his 
children  are  college  graduates.  Dr.  Palmer 
attended  Iowa  College  at  Grinnell  for  two 
years,  during  1887  a°d  1888,  and  in  1893 
entered  the  dental  department  of  the  state 
university,  at  Iowa  City,  graduating  in  1895. 
He  paid  a  large  part  of  his  own  expenses 
while  securing  his  collegiate  and  profes- 
sional training.  Although  Dr.  Palmer's 
business  and  professional  career  has  covered 
but  a  few  years,  he  has  succeeded  in  estab- 
lishing an  excellent  practice,  and  has  won 
the  confidence  of  a  wide  circle  of  influential 
people. 

In  politics,  the  doctor  was  formerly  a  re- 
publican, but  in  recent  elections  has  worked 
with  the  prohibitionists.  He  belongs  to  no 
clubs  or  secret  societies,  but  is  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  church,  and  is  president  of 
the  Epworth  League  at  Grinnell. 


PORTER,  James,  of  Reinbeck,  is  a  na- 
tive of  the  "Emerald  Isle."  He  was  born 
May  15,   1861,  in  a  little  thatched  roofed 
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cabin  near  the  seashore,  on  the  beautiful  isle 
of  Inch,  County  of  Derry,  Ireland.  His 
father's  name  was  John  Porter  and  his  moth- 
er's name  was  Rebecca  Creswell  Porter. 
Through  misfortune  on  both  sides  of  the 
house  they  were  compelled  to  start  at  the 
foot  of  the  ladder.  They  were,  however, 
blessed  with  Scotch-Irish  ambition  and  de- 
termination to  win  and  in  1866  emigrated 
to  America.  The  mother  was  the  treasurer 
of  the  party  and  at  Castle  Garden,  New 
York  City,  all  the  money  they  had  in  the 
world,  some  $800  in  gold,  was  lost  or  stolen 
from  her.  They  were  left  penniless,  strang- 
ers in  a  strange  land.  Their  passage,  how- 
ever, was  paid  to  Philadelphia  and  upon  ar- 
riving there  the  father  pawned  his  watch  for 
a  few  dollars,  which  lasted  until  he  secured 
work.  In  Philadelphia  they  remained  three 
years,  until  hearing  from  some  friend  of  the 
advantages  of  Iowa,  they  started  for  this 
state  and  arrived  in  Waterloo  in  December, 
1869.  Here  they  secured  employment  on  a 
farm  at  $32  per  month  and  board  for  the 
three.  Having  saved  a  little  money  they 
bought  a  small  farm  in  Tama  county  and  in 
the  spring  of  1871  they  moved  there  and 
took  possession  of  it.  Upon  this  farm 
young  James  grew  to  manhood  and  went  to 


the  country  schools  until  1877,  when  he 
asked  his  father  to  send  him  to  Tilford 
Academy.  He  soon  found  there  was  no 
money  to  spare  for  that  purpose,  but  he  was 
determined  to  go,  and  he  gathered  corn  for 
the  neighboring  farmers  at  seventy-five  cents 
a  day  until  he  had  enough  to  pay  his  ex- 
penses at  the  academy.  He  was  soon  able 
to  teach  school  and  in  that  way  earned 
enough  to  take  him  through  Vinton  Acad- 
emy and  Keokuk  Business  College.  In 
August,  1882,  he  went  to  Sutherland, 
O'Brien  county,  to  work  in  a  lumber  yard 
and  within  a  year  bought  out  his  employer, 
borrowing  $3,700  of  his  father  to  pay  for 
the  stock.  He  paid  six  per  cent  interest  on 
this  sum  and  within  five  years  had  repaid 
the  loan.  His  father  then  gave  him  $4,000. 
About  this  time  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Sutherland  was  organized  and  Mr.  Porter 
was  made  vice  president,  which  position  he 
held  ten  years.  In  1891  he  sold  out  the 
various  interests  at  Sutherland  and  went  to 
Reinbeck,  where  he  organized  the  Reinbeck 
State  Bank,  of  which  he  is  the  principal 
stockholder  and  cashier.  In  the  same  year 
he  and  his  father  started  the  Bank  of  Och- 
eyedan  which  now  has  a  capital  of  $45,000. 
They  own  a  line  of  lumber  yards  scattered 
over  northwestern  Iowa  and  southwestern 
Minnesota,  and  have  also  a  number  of 
thousands  of  acres  of  Iowa  and  Minnesota 
lands. 

Mr.  Porter  has  always  been  a  republican, 
but  has  been  too  busy  with  his  own  affairs 
to  hold  public  offices.  He  is,  however,  one 
of  the  vice  presidents  of  the  Scotch-Irish 
Society  of  this  state.  June  24,1884,  he  was 
married  to  Kate  E.  Innis,  and  they  have  had 
five  children:  John  C,  born  Februarys, 
1887;  Elsie  M.,  born  May  4,  1888;  Rebecca, 
born  June  23,  1889;  Grace,  born  February 
6,  1895,  died  August  1,  1895,  an(*  Pau'» 
born  July  20,  1897.  They  are  members 
of  the  United  Presbyterian  church. 


PRESTON,  William  Turner,  of  Dun- 
lap,  was  born  at  Vernon,  Connecticut,  Aug- 
ust 30,  1840.  He  is  a  graduate  of  East- 
man's   Business   College   at   Poughkeepsie, 
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and  acquired  a  good,  though  not  classic,  edu- 
cation. He  came  to  Iowa  in  1868,  and  set- 
tled on  a  farm  in  Harrison  township,  Har- 
rison county,  where  he  erected  a  commod- 
ious farmhouse,  which  in  time  became  sur- 
rounded by  beautiful  trees,  making  it  the 
model  country  home  of  that  section.  Here, 
with  all  the  modern  conveniences  for  the 
successful  prosecution  of  farming  and  stock- 
feeding,  he  earned  the  reputation  of  being 
the  best  feeder  in  the  Boyer  Valley.  After 
twenty-five  years'  residence  on  the  farm  he 
moved  to  Dunlap  to  become  vice  president 
and  stockholder  in  the  First  National  Bank 
of  that  place,  a  position  which  he  now  holds. 
He  has  proved  fully  as  successful  in  the  new 
occupation  as  in  the  old,  and  is  the  same  far- 
seeing,  level-headed  financier  in  the  matter 
of  loans,  investments  and  the  handling  of 
commercial  paper  that  he  was  in  the  hand- 
ling of  fine  stock  and  the  production  of  im- 
mense crops  of  grain.  He  is  a  republican, 
but  has  neither  aspired  to  nor  held  any  po- 
litical office.  He  belongs  to  but  one  society, 
the  Knights  of  Pythias,  with  which  he  be- 
came conntv,Led  in  1896.  Although  reared 
a  Congregationalist,  he  has  of  late  years 
affiliated  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  and  fills  the  office  of  treasurer  to 


that  denomination  in  his  home  town.  He 
was  married  April  7,  1863,  to  Anna  E.  Peck, 
of  Vernon,  Connecticut.  They  have  two 
children,  Nellie  Amelia  and  Herbert  Lin- 
coln, both  of  whom  reside  in  Des  Moines. 
The  Dunlap  Herald  says : 

"After  several  years  experience  of  hotel 
life,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  T.  Preston  are  now 
comfortably  domiciled  in  their  new  and 
comfortable  home  on  Jeroleman  street.  Mr. 
Preston  spared  neither  pains  nor  money  in 
the  erection  of  this  pretty  residence  which  is 
handsomely  fitted  throughout  with  all  mod- 
ern conveniences.  It  is  a  home  in  which 
this  excellent  couple  in  their  declining  years 
can  enjoy  life  to  its  fullest  extent." 

His  father,  Miner  Preston,  was  also  a  na- 
tive of  Connecticut,  where  he  was  born  on 
May  4,  1803.  His  ancestors  came  from 
England  in  the  latter  part  of  the  sixteenth 
century.  He  was  reared  to  farm  life,  but 
succeeded  in  acquiring  a  good  education  by 
study  at  night  and  on  rainy  days,  so  that 
he  taught  school  for  several  terms  after 
reaching  man's  estate.  He  finally  secured 
an  interest  in  a  paper  mill  and  the  same  was 
later  exchanged  for  a  farm  near  Vernon, 
where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days. 
He  took  great  interest  in  public  affairs,  and 
held  many  official  positions  in  his  town  and 
county.  He  was  a  member  of  the  General 
Assembly  in  1856  and  proved  an  able  and 
conscientious  law-maker.  He  was  an  active 
worker  in  the  Congregational  church,  hav- 
ing been  one  of  the  founders  of  the  church 
of  that  faith  in  the  city  in  which  he  resided. 
He  died  August  8,  1867,  aged  sixty-four 
years.  His  wife,  Betsy  Thrall,  was  born  in 
1807  and  died  in  1893.  She  was  a  woman 
of  strong  religious  convictions,  and  her 
life  was  full  of  faith,  and  good  works.  She 
was  always  industrious  and  instilled  into 
her  children  the  principles  of  thrift  which 
she  herself  had  always  observed.  The  early 
ancestors  on  both  sides  of  the  family  were 
quiet  but  energetic  people  without  the  mod- 
ern ambition  to  rove.  They  were  content 
with  an  honest  living  honestly  obtained. 


PICKARD,  Luther  H.,  of  Shelby  coun- 
ty, is  one  of  the  enterprising  breeders  of 
Hereford  cattle  whose  home  is  in  Harlan. 
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He  is  the  son  of  S.  O.  Pickard,  who  was  a 
prominent  veterinary  surgeon  of  Stephen- 
son county,  Illinois.  He  was  married  in 
Ohio  in  1838  to  Miss  Sarah  A.  Way,  who 
was  a  native  of  Connecticut.  They  at  once 
moved  from  Ohio  to  Stephenson  county,  Il- 
linois, and  lived  there  until  1865,  when  they 
carne  to  Iowa  county,  Iowa.  Mrs.  Pickard 
died  in  Iowa  county  at  the  age  of  fifty— two. 
Mr.  Pickard  moved  to  Shelby  county  in 
1880  and  died  there  in  1896  at  the  advanced 
age  of  eighty-one  years.  The  ancestors  of 
the  family  emigrated  from  France  to  Ger- 
many and  from  there  to  America,  settling  in 
the  Mohawk  Valley  in  the  state  of  New 
York. 

Luther  H.  was  born  October  29,  1844,  in 
Stephenson  county,  Illinois,  where  he  spent 
his  boyhood,  attending  the  public  schools. 
In  1863  he  enlisted  in  Company  A,  of  the 
Ninety-second  Illinois  Infantry.  In  the 
spring  of  1864  he  was  detailed  as  a  clerk  of 
the  board  of  enrollment  at  Springfield, 
where  preparations  were  being  made  for  the 
draft  of  that  year.  He  remained  in  that 
branch  of  the  service  until  the  close  of  the 
war,  excepting  a  few  trips  he  made  to  the 
front  in  charge  of  recruits.  He  was  at 
Springfield  at  the  time  of  the  funeral  of 


President  Lincoln.  At  the  close  of  the  war 
in  1866  he  went  to  Shelby  county,  Iowa, 
where  his  parents  had  removed  while  he  was 
in  the  service.  In  1868  he  began  to  sell 
agricultural  implements  for  R.  L.  Dunlap 
of  Iowa  City.  In  1870  he  settled  at  Mar- 
engo and  opened  an  agricultural  implement 
house  and  continued  the  sale  until  the  spring 
of  1873,  when  he  accepted  a  position  on  the 
road  as  traveling  salesman  for  an  implement 
fii-m.  In  the  spring  of  1875  he,  with  a  part- 
ner, opened  a  hardware  store  in  Marengo. 
In  1876  he  sold  his  interest  in  the  store  and 
traveled  for  a  Beloit  firm  through  the  states 
of  Illinois,  Missouri,  Iowa,  Kansas,  Nebras- 
ka, Colorado,  Utah  and  Wyoming.  He  was  in 
the  far  west  when  the  cow  boys  had  things 
pretty  much  their  own  way  in  the  frontier 
rowns.  In  1889  he  left  the  road  and  en- 
gaged in  the  real  estate,  loan  and  abstract 
business  in  Harlan.  For  some  years  Mr. 
Pickard  has  been  a  breeder  of  registered 
Hereford  cattle.  He  owns  a  fine  stock 
farm  of  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres  four 
miles  north  of  Harlan.  It  is  known  as  Linn 
Hill  Park  and  is  managed  by  Mr.  Pickard's 
son,  Adelbert  D.  Pickard.  They  breed 
standard  bred  horses  and  Shropshire  sheep 
as  well  as  cattle.  Mr.  Pickard  has  been 
connected  with  the  State  Agricultural  Soci- 
ety for  several  years,  was  elected  a  director 
in  1896  and  re-elected  in  January,  1898,  and 
January,  1900,  and  is  now  serving  his  third 
term.  He  helped  to  organize  the  Shelby 
County  Agricultural  Society  in  1889  an^ 
was  elected  president,  holding  the  position 
seven  years.  He  has  been  superintendent 
of  the  Exposition  Building  at  the  State  Fair 
since  1896.  Mr.  Pickard  has  been  a  repub- 
lican from  the  time  John  C.  Fremont  was  a 
candidate  for  president  but  has  never  as- 
pired to  office.  He  is  chairman  of  the  re- 
publican county  central  committee.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Congregational  church. 
February  15,  1869,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Mary  E.  Johnston.  They  have  a  family  of 
seven  children :  Adelbert  D.,  born  Decem- 
ber 19,  1869;  Lulu  M.,  born  May  27,  1872; 
Edith  B.,  born  November  1,  1873;  Daisy, 
born  September  22y  1875;  Myrtle,  born 
March  29,  1878;  Veta,  born  June  24,  1882, 
and  Leigh  H.,  (deceased)  born  May  2jy 
1884. 
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ROBINSON,  Fred  S.,  editor  and  one  of 
the  proprietors  of  The  Oelwein  Register, 
has  exhibited  marked  ability  in  two  profes- 
sions, having  been  successful  as  superin- 
tendent of  schools  and  as  a  newspaper  man. 
He  is  a  native  of  Maine,  and  was  born  on 
the  old  family  homestead  near  Skowhegan, 
April  7,  1859.  His  father,  Richard  J.  Rob- 
inson, resides  upon  the  farm  which  has  been 
owned  and  occupied  by  the  family  for  nearly 
a  hundred  years.  The  commodious  farm 
house  was  built  seventy-five  years  ago,  and 
the  family  is  in  more  than  comfortable  cir- 
cumstances.    Richard  J.  Robinson  is  one  of 


the  prominent  men  of  the  county,  and  has 
held  various  positions  of  responsibility,  be- 
ing a  leading  republican  worker.  He  was 
married  in  February,  1858,  to  Miss  Jennie 
E.  Dore,  of  Athens,  Maine.  Her  family 
was  prominent  socially  and  politically  in 
that  section  of  the  state,  and  she  is  a  lady 
of  culture  and  education.  This  branch  of 
the  Robinson  family  is  of  Puritan  origin, 
the  first  of  them  coming  to  America  from 
England  about  1630  and  residing  for  many 
years  in  Massachusetts.  Removing  to  Exe- 
ter, New  Hampshire,  in  the  early  part  of  the 
eighteenth  century,  they  remained  there  till 
1795,  when  they  moved  to  Somerset  county, 


Maine,  where  the  old  farm  was  purchased 
by  Rev.  John  Robinson,  great  grandfather 
of  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Mr.  Robinson  was  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools,  in  Skowhegan  high  school, 
Coburn  Classical  Institute  and  Colby  Col- 
lege, Waterville,  Maine.  He  was  also  a 
student  for  a  year  in  Shurtleff  College,  Up- 
per Alton,  Illinois.  During  vacations  he 
worked  on  the  home  farm,  and  he  taught  a 
number  of  terms  in  the  country  and  village 
schools  of  Maine.  In  1886  he  came  to 
Iowa,  and  for  six  years  was  the  efficient  sup- 
erintendent of  the  Eldon  public  schools. 
During  this  time  he  thoroughly  graded,  sys- 
tematized and  raised  the  standard  of  those 
schools,  receiving  high  commendations 
from  press,  patrons  and  board  of  education. 
In  the  spring  of  1892  he  resigned  to  accept 
a  similar  position  at  Brooklyn,  where  he  had 
charge  of  the  schools  for  over  seven  years. 
During  the  last  five  years  of  this  time  he 
was  also  principal  owner  and  much  of  the 
time  editor  of  The  Brooklyn  Chronicle.  He 
was  eminently  successful  as  an  educator 
there,  building  up  the  course  of  study,  estab- 
lishing a  large  school  library,  and  placing 
the  high  school  in  the  highest  rank  of  ac- 
credited schools  of  the  State  University  and 
leading  colleges.  He  interested  the  young 
men  in  educational  lines,  and  they  were  a 
majority  in  his  last  four  graduating  classes. 
During  the  last  years  of  his  supervision  and 
following  it  a  majority  of  the  teachers  of 
the  Brooklyn  schools  were  his  graduates. 
In  January,  1899,  he  notified  the  board  of 
education  of  his  intention  to  retire  from 
school  work  in  order  to  devote  his  entire 
time  to  journalism.  On  his  retiring  in  June, 
the  board,  by  unanimous  vote,  placed  upon 
its  records  resolutions  highly  commenda- 
tory of  Mr.  Robinson  as  "an  able  superin- 
tendent, a  competent  instructor,  a  man  who 
inspires  educational  life  in  the  schools,  and 
one  wfho  commands  the  confidence  and  re- 
spect of  patrons,  pupils  and  teachers." 

He  was  a  prominent  factor  in  making  The 
Brooklyn  Chronicle  one  of  the  leading  pa- 
pers of  central  Iowa,  and  his  editorials  were 
widely  quoted.  Desiring  a  wider  newspa- 
per field,  he  sold  his  interest  in  that  paper 
and  at  once  purchased  a  half  interest  in  The 
Oelwein    Register,   an   official   county  and 
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city  paper  of  large  circulation  in  the  grow- 
ing young  city  of  Oelwein,  Iowa.  He  as- 
sumed editorial  charge  of  that  paper  in  June, 
1899,  and  three  months  later  a  larger  and 
faster  press  was  purchased  and  the  paper 
was  enlarged  to  a  full  seven-column  quarto 
all  printed  in  the  home  office.  The  Regis- 
ter is  the  leading  paper  of  Fayette  county, 
is  prominent  politically,  and  is  materially  as- 
sisting in  the  "Shop  City,"  the  center  of  the 
C.  G.  W.  Railway  system. 

Mr.  Robinson  has  always  been  a  republic- 
an, and  his  face  is  familiar  in  state,  congres- 
sional and  other  conventions.  He  has  been 
a  successful  speaker  in  several  campaigns 
but  has  never  been  a  candidate  for  any  office. 
He  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  a  member  of  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and 
has  held  the  highest  offices  in  the  gift  of  the 
local  lodges  of  each.  He  was  married  in 
1884  to  Miss  Rebecca  Irving,  of  Caribou, 
Maine.  She  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools,  and  took  a  classical  course  at  Wa- 
terville,  Maine,  graduating  with  the  degree 
of  B.  L.  She  has  been  a  successful  teacher, 
and  was  principal  of  the  Eldon  high  school 
for  six  years.  She  is  a  prominent  figure  in 
secret  and  literary  societies,  having  been  at 
the  head  of  the  State  Grand  Temple  of  Rath- 
bone  Sisters,  the  ladies'  order  of  Knights  of 
Pythias,  and  president  of  local  literary  clubs. 
Mrs.  Robinson  has  a  wide  acquaintance  in 
the  state,  is  highly  educated,  and  is  a  favor- 
ite newspaper  contributor. 


ROWLAND,  David  Matthew,  a  promi- 
nent citizen  of  Marengo,  was  born  in  Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio,  April  23,  1848,  coming  to 
Iowa  with  his  parents  when  six  years  old. 
His  parents  were  natives  of  Wales.  His 
father,  William  Rowland,  and  his  mother, 
Mary  Evans  Rowland,  were  married  in  Col- 
imbus,  Ohio,  in  1846.  His  father  was  a 
machinist  by  trade,  a  physician  by  profes- 
sion. He  had  such  a  love  for  mechanics 
that  he  spent  his  younger  days  in  the  mills 
and  machine  shops  of  Ohio  and  Iowa,  but 
the  last  twenty  years  of  his  life  he  devoted 
to  his  profession.  He  was  a  republican  and 
a  member  of  the  first  republican  convention 
held  in  Iowa  county.     He  assisted  in  the 

27 


organization  of  Troy  township,  Iowa  coun- 
ty, and  was  its  first  clerk. 

Mr.  Rowland  was  educated  in  the  schools 
of  Williamsburg  and  Oskaloosa,  spending^ 
one  year  and  a  half  in  Oskaloosa  College- 
after  he  was  twenty  years  of  age.  At  the 
age  of  twenty  he  was  a  farmer  and  a  miller. 
His  ambition  was  to  be  a  lawyer  and  he 
studied  law  one  year  in  the  office  of  Seevers 
&  Cutts.  He  abandoned  this,  however,  to 
engage  in  business.  After  serving  as  clerk- 
for  various  firms  in  Oskaloosa  he  established! 
the  marble  business  in  Marengo  in  1877.- 
Having  made  insurance  a  study  for  several! 


years,  in  1884  he  organized  and  incoporated 
the  Northwestern  Legion  of  Honor,  a  benev- 
olent insurance  fraternity.  Since  the  or- 
ganization he  has  held  the  office  of  Grand* 
Secretary,  and  practicaUy  the  entire  manage- 
ment of  the  society  has  been  in  his  hands 
and  he  is  entitled  to  the  greatest  credit  for 
the  success  it  attained. 

Mr.  Rowland  is  a  sound  republican  and  is 
recognized  as  one  of  the  lciding  men  of  the 
State  in  party  affairs.  He  has  been  chair- 
man and  secretary  of  the  county  republican 
central  committee  many  times.  In  1888  he 
was  appointed  by  President  Harrison  post- 
master of  Marengo,  serving  four  years  and 
three  months.  His  administration  as  post- 
master was  distinguished  by  his  securing 
for  the  office  a  substantial  home  in  Masonic 
Block  and  separating  the  office  from  all  oth- 
er forms  of  business.  As  a  recognition  of 
h's  services,  a  very  large  majority  of  the 
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business  and  professional  men  of  the  city 
supported  him  for  a  second  term,  and  in 
compliance  with  their  expressed  wish  Hon. 
George  M.  Curtis,  Congressman  from  the 
Second  district,  recommended  Mr.  Row- 
land. He  took  possession  September  i, 
1898.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was  secre- 
tary of  the  Iowa  County  Agricultural  So- 
ciety. He  was  a  leader  in  the  organization 
of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  fourteen  years 
ago  and  is  a  member  of  Marengo  Lodge  No. 
1 14,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.  and  Jerusalem  Chapter 
No.  72,  R.  A.  M.,  having  served  as  secretary 
of  the  Chapter  from  1891  to  1899.  He  has 
also  served  as  Worthy  Patron  of  Marengo 
Chapter  No.  123,  O.  E.  S.  His  wife  is  also 
Worthy  Matron  of  the  same  Chapter.  He 
has  served  in  offical  capacity  in  the  A.  L.  of 
H.,  Iowa  Legion  of  Honor,  A.  O.  U.  W. 
and  M.  W.  of  A.  He  was  married  October 
30,  1870,  to  Miss  Benine  Hill  of  Springfield, 
Keokuk  county.  They  have  nine  children: 
Snowden  Hill,  born  August  31,  1871 ;  Mary, 
born  May  2,  1873;  Francis  William,  born 
January  4,  1875;  Grace,  born  December  8, 
1876;  Sumner  Evans,  born  January  21, 
1879;  Lincoln  Garfield,  born  January  29, 
1 88 1 ;  Robert  Blaine,  born  December  7, 
1882;  Faith,  born  December  8,  1885,  and 
David  Allison,  born  November  22,  1887. 


REILEY,  Lewis  Albert,  a  leading  law- 
yer in  Wapello,  Louisa  county,  has  been 
a  resident  of  that  county  since  1853  and  has 
lived  in  the  city  of  Wapello  for  more  than 
thirty  years.  He  was  born  in  Nashville, 
Ohio,  March  1,  1845.  His  father,  James 
Reiley,  was  of  Irish  descent,  born  in  Penn- 
sylvania, and  died  in  1855,  two  years  after 
removing  to  Louisa  county,  Iowa.  Mr. 
Reiley's  mother  was  Anna  Hague,  of  Scotch 
and  French  Huguenot  descent.  She  was 
married  to  James  Reiley  in  the  year 
1826,  and  died  in  1868.  The  Reileys  were 
farmers  in  comfortable  circumstances.  Their 
son  Lewis  attended  the  common  schools  in 
Louisa  county  and  in  1861  was  a  student  in 
the  high  school  in  Mt.  Pleasant.  When  the 
civil  war  broke  out,  young  Reiley  ran  away 
from  the  high  school,  entered  the  army,  and 
remained  south  about  six  months,  when  he 


was  discharged.  Afterward  he.  spent  a 
year  attending  school  in  New  York  and  took 
a  year's  work  in  Knox  College  at  Galesburg, 
Illinois.  In  his  early  youth  Mr.  Reiley 
worked  on  the  home  farm  near  Columbus 
City,  Louisa  county,  and  in  his  nineteenth 
year  began  teaching  in  the  public  schools. 
He  continued  in  this  occupation  until  five 
years  later,  when  he  was  elected  county  sup- 
erintendent of  schools.  He  declined  re- 
election, to  continue  the  study  and  practice 
of  law  which  he  had  commenced.  He  stud- 
ied for  admission  to  the  bar  with  Hon.  D. 
N.  Sprague  of  Wapello,  then  the  able  prose- 


cuting attorney  of  the, old  First  district  of 
Iowa,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  April, 
1 87 1,  in  the  district  court  of  Louisa  county, 
Hon.  Joshua  Tracy  of  Burlington  presiding*. 
Upon  his  admission  to  the  bar  Mr.  Reiley 
at  once  formed  a  partnership  with  Mr. 
Sprague,  his  preceptor  and  friend,  which 
partnership  continued  for  a  number  of  years. 
The  firm  had  a  large  business,  although  Mr. 
Sprague  was  compelled  to  be  absent  much  of 
the  time  for  twelve  years,  on  account  of  his 
official  duties. 

Mr.  Re'ley  has  for  many  years  been  a 
republican  of  state-wide  prominence  and  in- 
fluence and  an  able  advocate  of  the  princi- 
ples of  his  party.  In  the  year  1885  he  was 
brought  out  for  representative  from  Louisa 
county  in  the  Twenty-first  General  Assem- 
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bly  and  was  elected  over  a  very  strong  op- 
ponent, Arthur  Springer  of  Columbus  Junc- 
tion. He  was  re-elected  to  the  Twenty-sec- 
ond General  Assembly.  In  the  first  session 
he  devoted  himself  to  the  work  of  revising 
the  judiciary  system  of  the  state,  especially 
perfecting  the  new  grand  jury  law  reducing 
the  grand  jury  to  less  than  one-half  the 
number  previously  required. 

The  impeachment  trial  of  John  L.  Brown, 
auditor  of  state,  was  the  most  prominent 
feature  of  the  session  of  the  Twenty-first 
General  Assembly  and  Mr.  Reiley  and  Judge 
S.  M.  Weaver  of  Iowa  Falls,  then  a  mem- 
ber of  the  house,  were  chosen  on  the  first  bal- 
lot to  be  two  of  the  seven  managers  of  the 
impeachment  trial  on  the  part  of  the  house. 
Toward  the  close  of  the  session  it  was 
deemed  expedient  to  reduce  the  probable  ex- 
pense of  the  trial,  so  Mr.  Reiley  prepared  a 
bill  under  which  the  legislature  would  ad- 
journ as  a  legislative  body  and  the  senate 
convene  as  a  court  of  impeachment  to  hear 
the  charges  preferred  by  the  house  against 
the  auditor.  The  measure  was  introduced 
on  Wednesday,  reported  favorably  on 
Thursday  morning,  passed  the  house  Thurs- 
day forenoon  and  the  senate  that  afternoon, 
was  enrolled  in  the  evening,  signed  by  the 
officers  of  the  two  houses  and  governor,  pub- 
lished and  became  a  law  Friday  morning. 
Mr.  Reiley  entered  upon  the  impeachment 
trial  with  the  other  managers  and  remained 
therein  until  its  close. 

In  the  Twenty-second  General  Assembly 
Mr.  Reiley  took  an  active  part  on  behalf  of 
the  blind  people  of  the  state  and  was  there- 
after appointed  by  Governor  Larrabee  to  be 
a  member  of  a  commission  of  three  to  visit 
and  investigate  the  operation  of  various  in- 
stitutions in  the  United  States  devoted  to 
the  education  and  industrial  improvement 
of  the  blind.  The  commission  began  its 
work  April  22,  1888,  and  visited  the  colleges 
and  workshops  for  blind  people  in  the  United 
States  and  Canada,  excepting  those  on  the 
Pacific  coast.  The  commission  made  a  re- 
port to  Governor  Larrabee  and  its  recom- 
mendations were  laid  before  the  next  legis- 
lature which  established  the  Industrial 
Home  for  the  Blind  in  Knoxville. 

On  the  24th  day  of  April,  1872,  Mr.  Rei- 
ley was  married  to  Miss  Carrie  L.  Newell, 


a  daughter  of  Robert  F.  Newell  of  Louisa 
county.  They  have  one  son,  Robert  Leroy, 
born  February  23,  1873,  now  engaged  with 
his  father  in  the  practice  of  law.  He  was 
given  a  classical  education,  including  a  six 
years'  course  in  Knox  College,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  with  honors  in  June, 
1897.  Entering  the  law  department  of  the 
State  University  of  Iowa,  he  was  graduated 
from  that  institution  in  June,  1900,  and 
thereupon  admitted  to  the  state  and  federal 
courts.  Mr.  L.  A.  Reiley  is  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity  and  has  advanced  to 
the  thirty-second  degree,  being  the  first  one 
in  Louisa  county  to  attain  to  that  degree. 


RICHARDSON,  George  H.,  was  born 
in  Waterloo,  Canada  East,  February  7, 
1844.  His  family  came  back  to  the  United 
States  in  1852  and  settled  in  Illinois.  His 
father  had  been  a  resident  of  Canada  about 
twenty-five  years      He  is  a  lineal  descend- 


ant of  Samuel  Richardson,  who  emigrated 
from  England  in  1836.  There  were  three 
brothers.  Ezekiel  came  with  Winthrop  in 
1630,  Samuel  and  Thomas  following  six 
years   later.     They   located   in   Charleston, 
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where  with  four  others,  in  1640  they  were 
appointed  commissioners  to  form  the  town 
and  church  of  Woburn,  now  a  suburb  of 
Boston.  December  2,  1642,  the  members 
of  this  church  ordained  their  first  minister, 
the  Rev.  Thomas  Carter,  by  the  laying  on 
of  hands.  Among  the  ancestors  of  Mr. 
Richardson  were  many  who  fought  in  the 
colonial  wars.  Jonathan  Wells  distin- 
guished himself  at  Turner's  Falls  fight  in 
1676,  during  King  Philip's  war,  when  a  lad 
of  but  sixteen  years,  and  was  afterward 
known  as  the  "Boy  hero  of  the  Connecticut 
Valley.,,  In  later  years  he  became  military 
commander  at  Deerfield,  Massachusetts. 
Still  later  his  son,  Jonathan  Wells,  Sr.,  was 
military  commander  at  the  same  place,  and 
a  grandson,  Col.  Samuel  Wells,  commanded 
a  line  of  forts  at  Deerfield  in  the  last  French 
and  Indian  war  in  1758,  and  1762  was  chief 
of  military  affairs  about  Brattleboro.  He 
was  also  judge,  and  the  first  representative 
to  the  legislature  of  New  York  from  that 
city.  Mr.  Richardson  is  a  descendant  of  the 
Wells,  Lane,  Streeter,  Sheldon,  Vinton, 
Beardsley  and  other  New  England  Puritan 
families.  Three  of  his  great  grandfathers 
and  one  great-great  grandfather  served  as 
soldiers  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 

He  received  the  advantages  of  the  com- 
mon schools  of  Foreston,  Illinois,  but  all 
subsequent  learning  was  self -acquired.  In 
1863  he  was  made  deputy  postmaster  of 
Foreston,  which  position  he  held  until  1865, 
when  he  engaged  in  the  grain  business.  In 
1867  he  took  in  as  a  partner  A.  A.  Robert- 
son, his  brother-in-law,  and  the  relation  con- 
tinued for  about  eleven  years.  In  1873 
they  removed  to  Belmond,  Iowa,  and  en- 
gaged in  business  on  the  Iowa  Pacific  rail- 
road, then  being  graded,  but  owing  to  the 
granger  movement,  the  line  was  never  com- 
pleted, and  they  located  at  Alden  and  dealt 
in  grain,  live  stock  and  lumber.  The  firm 
was  dissolved  in  1878,  and  Mr.  Robertson 
removed  to  Iowa  Falls,  where  he  engaged 
in  the  same  business  that  the  nrm  had  con- 
ducted in  Alden.  About  one  year  later  Mr. 
Richardson  also  moved  to  Iowa  Falls  for 
the  same  purpose.  In  1880  he  built  eleva- 
tors at  Dows  and  Clarion,  and  in  1881,  when 
the  Iowa  Central  had  reached  Belmond,  he 
returned  to  that  place,  erected  a  large  ele- 


vator, and  organized  the  Iowa  Valley  bank. 
The  bank  was  operated  by  him  as  a  private 
bank  until  1892,  at  which  time  it  was  made 
a  state  bank,  with  a  paid  up  capital  of 
$50,000.  It  now  has  undivided  profits  of 
$10,000  and  occupies  one  of  the  finest  bank 
buildings  in  that  part  of  the  state.  Mr. 
Richardson  was  elected  president  at  its  or- 
ganization, a  position  he  still  holds.  He 
was  unanimously  nominated  presidential 
elector  at  the  Third  District  congressional 
republican  convention  held  at  Des  Moines 
July  15,  1896,  and  also  by  the  state  conven- 
tion held  on  the  same  day,  and  was  elected 
by  a  majority  of  over  ten  thousand  in  the 
district  and  a  plurality  of  65,000  in  the 
state.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Republican 
League  of  the  United  States,  and  treasurer 
of  the  Third  District  Republican  League. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  A.  F.  and  A.  M., 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  Sons  of  the  Ameri- 
can Revolution,  and  was  elected  president  of 
same  in  April,  1898.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Society  of  Colonial  Wars.  He  is  a 
liberal  Christian,  but  not  a  member  of  any 
church.  He  has  always  taken  a  deep  inter- 
est in  educational  matters  and  has  served  as 
president  of  the  board  of  education  at  var- 
ious times.  In  all  things  that  will  in  any 
way  advance  the  interests  of  his  town, 
county  or  state,  he  may  be  depended  upon  to 
do  his  full  duty  as  a  progressive  and  public- 
spirited  citizen.  He  was  married  to  Miss 
Charlotte  Jeanette  Thompson  at  Freeport, 
Illinois,  September  22,  1863.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Rev.  Seymour  Thompson  and 
Betsy  McKee  Thompson.  Her  father  was 
a  graduate  of  Auburn  Theological  Sem- 
inary, of  Auburn,  New  York.  She  is  a  de- 
scendant of  many  early  New  England  Pur- 
itan families,  among  whom  may  be  named 
the  Goodriches  (who  trace  their  ancestry 
back  to  before  the  Norman  conquest),  Hol- 
listers.  Putnams,  McKees  and  Marvins. 
Mrs.  Richardson  is  a  woman  of  fine  literary 
and  artistic  attainments.  Six  children  have 
been  born  to  them,  viz:  Lorean  R.  (Pond), 
Grace  R.  (Littell),  Gabriella  R.  (Thomp- 
son), Charles  A.,  Carlotta  Florence  and  Ce- 
cilia G.  Richardson,  of  whom  Gabriella  R. 
(Thompson)  and  Cecilia  G.  Richardson 
still  survive.  Since  writing  the  above  we 
regret  to  chronicle  the  death  of  Mrs.  Rich* 
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ardson,  which  occurred  January  25,  1900. 

During  their  thirty-seven  years  of  mar- 
ried life,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richardson  lived  a 
life  of  true  happiness,  of  perfect  accord  and 
confidence  growing  out  of  their  home  rela- 
tions and  their  united  interests  and  confiden- 
tial footing  in  the  affairs  of  business.  It  is 
perhaps  only  in  these  closer  and  more  sacred 
relations  of  life  that  all  the  better  and  nobler 
parts  of  one's  character  can  be  known,  and 
her  home  life  was  of  such  nature. 
"Love  that  'midst  joy  began, 
And  grew  with  years,  and  faltered  not  in 
death." 


REYNOLDS,  Charles  Edward,  of  Car- 
roll, was  born  near  Grand  Junction  May  25. 
1866.  His  father,  Terence  Reynolds,  was 
born  October  17,  1823,  in  Monagahan 
county,  Ireland.  On  the  paternal  side  the 
family  was  heir  to  a  large  freehold  estate 
near  Belfast  which  was  confiscated  by  the 
English  government  during  the  time  of  the 
Penal  Laws,  on  account  of  their  religion. 
Terence  Reynolds  came  to  America  in  1853 
and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Cayuga  county, 
New  York.     In  1854  he  removed  to  Tonica, 


La  Salle  county,  Illinois.  He  was  married 
August  2,  1856,  to  Alice  Hughs,  who  was 
also  a  native  of  Monagahan  county,  Ire- 
land. She  was  born  in  1832  and  came  to 
America  in  1847,  locating  in  Jersey  City, 
New  Jersey,  where  she  lived  for  six  years. 
After  their  marriage  they  came  to  Green 
county,  Iowa,  locating  on  a  farm  near 
Grand  Junction,  where  Mr.  Reynolds  be- 
came a  wealthy  farmer.    He  died  in  1896. 

Charles  E.  Reynolds  was  a  pupil  in  the 
country  schools  until  the  age  of  fourteen, 
when  he  entered  the  Grand  Junction  High 
school  for  a  four  years'  course.  After  leav- 
ing school  he  taught  in  Republican  county, 
Kansas,  from  1886  to  1888.  He  entered 
the  Law  Department  of  the  State  University 
in  1888  and  graduated  in  1890  with  the  de- 
gree LL.  B.  During  the  two  years  fol- 
lowing his  graduation  he  practiced  law  in 
Scranton.  He  then  entered  the  employ  of 
J.  F.  Martin,  an  attorney  of  Nevada.  In 
the  spring  of  1893  he  located  in  Carroll 
where  he  has  built  up  an  enviable  practice 
and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  first  citizens  of 
the  place. 

Although  brought  up  a  republican,  Mr. 
Reynolds  is  now  a  democrat.  He  was  an 
enthusiastic  supporter  of  Bryan  and  free  sil- 
ver, and  was  elected  county  attorney  of 
Carroll  county  as  a  Democrat  in  1900. 
He  is  one  of  the  charter  members  of 
Camp  No.  49,  Woodmen  of  the  World,  of 
Carroll,  and  has  been  the  Consul  Com- 
mander of  the  Camp  since  its  organization. 
Mr.  Reynolds  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic 
church,  and  of  the  Catholic  Order  of  For- 
esters. 


ROGERS,  Harrison,  cashier  of  the 
bank  of  Farragut,  better  known  in  the 
community  as  Harry  Rogers,  is  one  of  the 
successful  business  men  of  southwestern 
Iowa.  He  was  born  in  Beekman,  New  York, 
in  1 84 1  and  is  the  son  of  James  S.  Rogers 
and  Eunice  Rogers.  He  came  to  Farragut 
in  1870  and  worked  on  a  farm  three  years 
and  later  clerked  in  a  store  three  years,  thus 
acquiring  valuable  business  experience.  He 
demonstrated  his  ability  to  fill  a  more  re- 
sponsible position,  which  came  to  him  in 
1876,  when  the  Bank  of  Farragut  was  or- 
ganized.    Mr.  Rogers  was  made  cashier  of 
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the  bank,  where  he  served  two  years.  In 
1878  he  bought  the  interest  of  Samuel 
Chandler  in  the  mercantile  business  of  Cros- 
ser  &  Chandler  and  started  in  business  for 
himself  under  the  firm  name  of  Crosser  & 
Rogers.  In  the  year  1878  he  returned  to 
the  banking  business  and  is  now  cashier  of 
the  Bank  of  Farragut,  although  he  still  re- 
tains an  interest  in  the  general  merchandise 
store  of  Crosser,  Rogers  &  Co.  He  was 
married  to  Miss  Louise  C.  Coy  in  1877. 
They  have  two  children,  James,  born  1878, 
and  William,  born  1879. 


REED,  Judge  Joseph  Rea,  of  Council 
Bluffs,  was  born  in  Ashland  county,  Ohio, 
March  12,  1835.  The  only  educational  ad- 
vantages he  enjoyed  were  those  afforded  by 
the  common  schools  and  an  academy  known 
as  Vermillion  Institute  situated  at  Hayes- 
ville.  In  i8>57,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two 
years,  he  came  to  Iowa,  and  settled  at  Adel, 
where  he  studied  law  in  the  office  of  William 
H.  Dodge,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
1859.  While  preparing  himself  for  the  law 
he  taught  school  and  in  that  way  earned 
money  for  his  support.     He  entered  upon 


practice  in  Adel  in  1859,  and  that  place  con- 
tinued to  be  his  home  for  ten  years,  when  he 
removed  to  Council  Bluffs,  where  he  has 
since  resided.  The  most  important  cases 
perhaps  committed  to  his  professional  charge 
were  those  growing  out  of  sales  of  land  by 
the  county  treasurer  for  delinquent  taxes. 
McCrary  vs.  Sexton  and  Harper  vs.  Sexton 
were  carried  to  the  supreme  court  of  the 
state,  and  in  determining  them  the  court  had 
occasion  to  pass  on  questions  as  to  constitu- 
tionality of  certain  provisions  of  the  revenue 
law  of  i860.  The  cases  are  reported  in  the 
Twenty-ninth  Iowa  from  356  to  429.  In 
1870-71-72  he  was  local  attorney  for  the  B. 
&  M.  railroad  at  Council  Bluffs,  and  in 
1871-72  was  city  solicitor  of  that  city. 
In  1865  he  was  elected  state  senator  from 
the  district  composed  of  the  counties  of  Mad- 
ison, Adair,  Guthrie  and  Dallas.  Septem- 
ber 1,  1872,  he  was  appointed  by  Governor 
Carpenter  judge  of  the  district  court  in  the 
then  Third  Judicial  district,  and  at  the  gen- 
eral election  of  that  year  was  re-elected  to 
the  same  office  in  the  Thirteenth  district, 
which  had  been  created  by  the  General  As- 
sembly. He  was  re-elected  in  1876  and 
again  in  1880.  In  1883  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  supreme  bench  of  the  state, 
in  which  capacity  he  served  until  February 
1,  1889,  his  judicial  service  covering  a  period 
of  sixteen  years  and  six  months. 

But  his  public  labors  were  not  to  cease 
with  the  laying  off  of  the  judicial  robes.  He 
was  elected  to  represent  the  Ninth  district 
in  Congress  in  1888,  and  in  1891  was  ap- 
pointed Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Pri- 
vate Land  Claims  by  President  Harrisonr 
which  position  he  still  fills.  This  court  has 
jurisdiction  of  claims  for  lands  under  grants 
from  Spain  and  Mexico  in  the  territory  ac- 
quired by  the  United  States  from  Mexico 
under  the  Guadaloupe  Hidalgo  treaty  of 
1848  and  the  Gadsden  purchase  in  1853.  He 
enlisted  in  the  Second  Battery,  Iowa  Volun- 
teers, in  July,  1 86 1,  and  was  comissioned 
first  lieutenant.  He  commanded  the  bat- 
tery in  all  its  engagements  after  December 
1,  1862,  but  was  not  mustered  as  captain 
until  October  1,  1864.  The  battery  was- 
engaged  against  New  Madrid,  Island  No. 
10,  Halleck's  advance  on  Corinth,  in  which 
were  fought  the  two  battles  of  Farmingtoiv 
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Iuka,  Corinth,  Jackson,  the  siege  of  Vicks- 
burg,  where  its  flag  was  for  many  days  the 
colors  nearest  to  the  Confederate  works; 
Tupelo,  Hurricane  Creek,  Abbeyville, 
Nashville  and  the  siege  and  capture  of  Mo- 
bile. He  was  mustered  out  of  the  service  in 
June,  1865,  when  he  returned  to  Iowa,  and 
on  the  first  of  November  of  that  year  was 
married  to  Jeannette  E.  Dinsmore,  of  Ash- 
land county,  Ohio.  She  died  July  27,  1887, 
and  on  February  8,  1893,  he  was  again  mar- 
ried to  Edith  M.  Evans,  of  Malvern,  Iowa. 
The  judge  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church,  of  the  Masonic  and  G.  A.  R.  orders 
and  of  the  Union  Veteran  and  Loyal  Legion 
societies;  also  of  the  republican  party.  He 
is  a  lineal  descendant  of  Joseph  Reed,  who 
was  a  member  of  the  convention  of  the  Col- 
ony of  Pennsylvania  at  its  session  in  Car- 
penter's Hall,  Philadelphia,  at  the  time  the 
convention  which  formulated  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence  was  in  session  in  In- 
dependence Hall.  He  was  subsequently  a 
colonel  in  the  Revolutionary  war  and  was 
still  later  a  member  of  the  legislative  assem- 
bly, where  he  introduced  and  had  passed  the 
bill  for  the  manumission  of  the  slaves  in 
Pennsylvania.     He  descends  on  his  mother's 


side  from  Robert  Lyle,  also  a  soldier  in  the 
war  for  independence.  These  ancestors, 
the  Lyles,  were  interested  in  what  was 
known  as  the  Whiskey  Insurrection,  Aaron 
Lyle,  a  grand  uncle  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  being  especially  active.  It  is  said 
he  was  arrested  and  imprisoned  for  the  part 
taken  by  him  in  the  movement.  He  after- 
wards became  prominent  and  was  a  member 
of  Congress  for  eight  years  during  Madi- 
son's administration. 


ROWND,  Charles  A.,  of  Cedar  Falls, 
was  born  in  Summerfield,  Ohio,  March  28, 
1844,  and  was  the  son  of  Samuel  H.  and 
Eliza  Philpot  Rownd.  His  father  was 
born  in  Mercer  county,  Pennsylvania,  June 
3,  1808,  and  was  brought  by  his  parents  to 
Barnesville,  Ohio,  the  same  year.  They 
were  among  the  first  settlers  in  Belmont 
county.  He  resided  there  until  his  marriage 
to  Eliza  Philpot,  June  3,  1828.  Their  mar- 
ried life,  until  1859,  was  spent  in  Summer- 
field,  Ohio,  where  he  followed  the  occupa- 
tion of  a  tanner.  As  the  country  was  al- 
most a  complete  wilderness,  the  principal 
output  was  tanned  deer  hides.  His  first 
trip  to  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa,  was  made  in 
1849,  covering  the  entire  distance  both  com- 
ing and  going  in  a  one-horse  buggy.  The 
place  that  now  boasts  of  its  6,000  inhabi- 
tants, State  Normal  School,  fine  churches, 
etc.,  only  possessed  two  log  cabins  and  three 
families.  He  had  so  much  confidence  in  the 
future  development  of  the  country  that  he 
bought  over  4,000  acres  of  Black  Hawk 
county  soil.  He  was  considered  one  of  the 
most  prominent  citizens  of  Cedar  Falls  until 
his  death,  February  27,  1880.  Eliza  Phil- 
pot Rownd  was  born  in  Belmont  county, 
Ohio,  February  15,  1809,  and  was  the  kind 
and  faithful  mother  of  nine  children,  of 
whom  five  are  living,  C.  A.  Rownd  being  the 
seventh.  She  was  a  true  Christian,  winning 
the  respect  of  all  who  knew  her,  was  con- 
nected from  girlhood  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  leaving  at  her  death  suffi- 
cient means  to  found  and  maintain  a  church 
library,  which  is  read  and  appreciated  by  a 
large  number. 

C.  A.  Rownd  received  his  early  education 
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in  the  district  school  in  Summerfield,  Ohio. 
The  school  was  hard  to  manage  and  the  di- 
rectors always  gave  muscle  the  preference 
over  brains.  If  the  teacher  could  read, 
write  and  cipher  to  the  rule  of  three  nothing 
farther  was  required,  except  that  he  be  of 
athletic  build.  The  school  house  was  one  of 
those  old  backwoods  affairs  which  was  so 
'Open  that  school  had  to  be  dismissed  on  very 
•cold  days.  The  center  of  what  was  meant 
for  the  ceiling  was  propped  up  with  a  pole, 
^which  at  one  time  gave  way  while  the  school 
-was  in  session,  nearly  wrecking  the  house, 
but  fortunately  no  one  was  seriously  hurt. 
After  moving  to  Iowa  in  1859  he  worked  on 
a  farm,  going  to  school  one  term  in  winter, 
until  1865-66,  when  he  attended  the  Upper 
Iowa  University  at  Fayette.  Since  leaving 
school  he  has  resided  on  his  200  acre  farm 
adjoining  the  town  of  Cedar  Falls.  He  is 
also  a  large  owner  in  and  has  the  control  of 
three  other  farms  of  240  acres  each,  and 
owns  smaller  tracts  near  Cedar  Falls  and  a 
half  section  in  Missouri.  He  is  a  stockhold- 
er and  director  in  the  Cedar  Falls  National 
Bank  and  the  State  Bank  of  Cedar  Falls;  is 
president  of  the  Black  Hawk  Creamery  As- 
sociation; owns  stock  in  the  Cedar  Falls 
Brick  and  Tile  Company,  Cedar  Falls  Mill 


Company,  Stand  Pipe  Company,  Iowa  Loan, 
Trust  and  Investment  Company,  and  in  the 
Cedar  Falls  Building  &  Loan  and  the  Cedar 
Valley  Building  &  Loan  Associations.  Po- 
litically he  has  always  been  connected  with 
the  republican  party,  and  has  been  honored 
by  its  most  important  local  offices.  He  has 
been  a  member  of  the  township  central  com- 
mittee three  times,  township  trustee  nine 
years,  and  has  served  three  successive  terms 
as  County  Supervisor,  representing  the  city 
of  Cedar  Falls  and  Cedar  Falls  township. 
He  has  served  as  secretary  of  the  school  dis- 
trict for  twenty-four  consecutive  years.  He 
is  a  member  and  trustee  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church.  Mr.  Rownd  was  married 
September  12,  1876,  to  Miss  Ella  C.  Cotton, 
daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  Pruyn 
Cotton,  both  natives  of  New  York.  They 
have  two  children,  Edyth,  born  July  26, 
1877,  and  Fred,  born  October  19,  1878,  both 
of  whom  attended  school  at  the  Iowa 
State  Normal  school,  adjoining  the  farm 
where  they  reside. 


RODGERS,  Alonzo  E.  of  Tipton,  Iowa, 
a  physician  and  surgeon  of  considerable 
prominence,  has  done  what  many  another 
Iowa  man  has  done,  in  trying  to  get  a  start 
in  life,  gone  out  of  the  state,  and  after 
a  fair  trial  returned  again  to  his  boyhood 
home,  to  find  just  as  bright  sky,  just  as 
good  openings  for  business,  just  as  good 
people  and  just  as  good  social  advantages, 
as  are  to  be  found  anywhere  in  the  world. 
Mr.  Rodgers  was  born  a  few  miles  north  of 
Tipton,  April  2,  1855.  He  grew  up  there, 
on  the  farm  homestead  of  his  father. 

On  that  farm  he  received  a  valuable  train- 
ing in  industry,  economy  and  honesty  till 
he  was  fifteen  years  of  age.  In  the  mean 
time  he  had  received  the  full  benefits  in  an 
educational  way,  afforded  by  the  country 
schools  of  Cedar  county.  Up  to  this  time 
he  had  not  been  "away  to  school"  but  had 
devoted  himself  to  farm  work,  under  his 
father's  direction.  His  father,  B.  J.  Rodg- 
ers, was  at  the  time  of  his  death,  August  3, 
1899,  a  retired  farmer,  having  by  a  life  of 
labor,  frugality  and  honest  endeavor,  laid  by 
a  fair  fortune  for  old  age.  He  did  this  mostly 
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in  Cedar  county,  on  the  old  farm.  His 
mother,  Sarah  Jane  Tuttle  Rodgers,  was 
born  in  Ohio,  and  died  when  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  but  two  years  old,  leaving 
young  Alonzo  at  a  tender  age  without  the 
care  of  a  mother. 

When  Alonzo  E.  was  fifteen  years  of  age, 
he  was  sent  away  to  school,  entering  Len- 
ox College  at  Hopkinton,  Iowa,  from  which 
institution  he  graduated  in  1878.  After  his 
collegiate  course  was  finished,  following  the 
bent  of  his  mind  and  his  apparent  endow- 
ments, he  began  the  study  of  medicine,  en- 
tering the  office  of  Dr.  H.  H.  Maynard  of 
Tipton,  Iowa,  for  that  purpose.  Having 
devoted  nearly  a  year  to  study  in  this  way 
he  entered  Rush  Medical  College  of  Chi- 
cago, in  1879,  and  graduated  therefrom  on 
February  22,  1881.  After  finishing  his 
medical  course  he  went  to  El  Paso,  Texas, 
in  April,  1881,  and  located  in  practice.  He 
was  engaged  in  practice  there  for  more  than 
three  years;  during  that  time  he  was  city 
physician  and  health  officer  of  El  Paso, 
Texas,  from  November,  1882,  to  August, 
1884.  At  this  time  he  decided  to  return  to 
Iowa,  which  he  did  immediately,  locating  in 
Stratford,  Iowa,  where  he  practiced  medi- 
cine till  May,  1898. 


He  is  now  at  Tipton,  amidst  the  scenes 
and  surroundings  of  his  boyhood  days, 
where  he  has  permanently  located,  after  a 
ripe  experience  of  eighteen  years,  to  devote 
the  most  useful  and  valuable  part  of  his  life 
to  his  profession,  in  the  vicinity  of  his  old 
home.  He  belongs  to  the  Central  Iowa 
Medical  Society.  He  is  a  democrat,  and 
cast  his  first  vote  for  Samuel  J.  Tilden.  He 
is  a  member  of  W.  T.  Sherman  No.  288,  K. 
of  P.  Lodge,  was  Chancellor  Commander 
of  same  for  three  years,  and  represented  it  at 
Grand  Lodge  in  1897.  In  religion,  he  is  a 
Presbyterian  in  belief.  He  was  married  in 
El  Paso,  Texas,  March  13th.  1084,  to  Ann 
Jane  Smith,  nee  Seddens,  widow. 

No  children  were  born  to  them,  although 
they  have  raised  Mrs.  Rodgers'  daughter, 
May  Smith. 


ROBINSON,  Benjamin  Franklin. 
Conspicious  among  the  progressive  men  of 
northwestern  Iowa  is  B.  F.  Robinson,  pres- 
ident of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Arm- 
strong, located  at  Armstrong,  Emmet 
county.  Mr.  Robinson  was  born  January 
21,  1849,  m  the  town  of  Hampton,  Wind- 
ham county,  Connecticut.  His  father,  Ben- 
jamin Franklin  Robinson,  was  a  farmer  in 
moderate  circumstances.  He  died  when 
this  son  was  but  five  weeks  old.  The  moth- 
er, whose  maiden  name  was  Clarissa  Burn- 
ham,  also  died  when  he  was  very  young. 
Mr.  Robinson's  early  education  was  ob- 
tained in  the  district  schools  of  the  neigh- 
borhood called  Goshen,  now  a  station  on  the 
New  York  and  New  England  railroad  in 
Connecticut.  He  afterwards  spent  two 
years  in  the  select  village  school  of  the  town 
of  Scotland,  and  later  graduated  from  the 
Lee  Center  Academy  at  Lee  Center,  Illinois. 
In  the  fall  of  1868,  when  an  orphan  lad  of  but 
nineteen  years,  he  came  to  Iowa,  locating  in 
Grundy  county,  where  he  purchased  a  quar- 
ter section  of  land.  He  then  returned  to  Lee 
Center,  Illinois,  and  taught  a  district  school, 
returning  to  Iowa  in  the  spring  of  1869. 
He  was  married  May  9,  1869,  to  Elizabeth 
L.  Barnes,  who  was  also  a  graduate  of  the 
Lee  Center  Academy.  They  raised  their 
first  crop  on  the  beautiful  stock  farm  now 
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owned  by  Mr.  Robinson's  brother,  A.  A. 
Robinson,  located  in  Marshall  county  and 
known  as  "Fair  Plain  Stock  Farm."  In  the 
spring  of  1870  thty  moved  upon  their  own 
land  in  Grundy  county,  which  was  then  a 
bleak  and  barren  prairie.  The  following 
years  were  spent  in  teaching  school  in  winter 
and  farming  in  summer  until  1880,  when  he 
was  elected  county  recorder  of  Grundy  coun- 
ty and  took  charge  of  that  office  January  1, 
1881,  serving  for  six  years.  He  then  re- 
turned to  the  farm,  which  had  been  enlarged 
to  a  half  section,  and  after  spending  a  few 
years  there,  in  1892  formed  a  partnership 
with  William  Stuart,  and  together  they  or- 
ganized the  Armstrong  Bank  in  the  new 
town  of  Armstrong,  which  had  been  laid  out 
that  same  year.  In  March,  1896,  Mr. 
Stuart  sold  his  interest  in  the  bank  to  Mr. 
John  Dows.  On  July  1,  1900,  the  business, 
which  up  to  this  time  had  been  under  the 
direct  personal  management  of  Robinson  & 
Dows,  became  so  prosperous  that  it  was 
found  necessary  to  enlarge,  and  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Armstrong  was  organized, 
Mr.  Robinson  being  chosen  president. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robinson  are  both  liberal 
and  progressive  in  matters  pertaining  to  re- 
ligion, being  at  present  identified  with  the 


Presbyterian  church  at  Armstrong.  Tbejr 
are  the  parents  of  six  children :  Grace  G., 
now  the  wife  of  Dr.  J.  A.  Finlayson,  Wil- 
bert  L.,  Fred  S.,  Edith  M.,  Clara  A.,  and  one 
girl  who  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Robinson  has  been  identified  with 
every  movement  that  has  tended  to  advance 
the  improvement  of  his  adopted  town,  en- 
couraging the  establishment  of  substantial 
public  improvements.  In  politics,  a  staunch 
republican,  he  is  a  firm  believer  in  progress. 


SPALDING,  Edward  Burson,  of  Sioux 
City.  Nearly  every  city  has  one  or  more 
citizens  who,  because  of  their  fitness,  are 
chosen  to  take  charge  of  the  erection  of 
public  buildings  and  plants  on  which  large 
amounts  of  money  are  expended,  under 
whose  care  and  direction  the  people  feel  se- 
sure  against  fraud  in  construction  and  mis- 
appropriation of  funds.  Mr.  Spalding  of 
Sioux  City  is  a  man  who  has  frequently 
been  called  upon  to  serve  in  this  way.  He 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Byron,  Illinois, 
February  2,  1840.  His  father,  Asa  Gore 
Spalding,  was  a  pioneer  of  Illinois,  having 
moved  there  from  Pennsylvania  in  1836. 
He  took  an  active  interest  in  politics,  first  as 
a  whig  and  later  as  a  republican.  The  first 
of  the  Spalding  family  in  America  was  Ed- 
ward Spalding,  who  came  from  England 
and  settled  at  Jamestown,  Virginia,  in  the 
year  1619  and  later  emigrated  to  Connecti- 
cut in  the  year  1630,  where  he  married.  In 
Colonial  affairs  he  was  a  Freeman,  taking 
a  lively  part  in  public  matters,  and  from 
him  descended  a  large  family.  One  of 
these,  Simon  Spalding,  the  great-great- 
grandfather of  this  subject,  was  an  officer 
in  the  American  army  during  the  war  of  the 
Revolution  and  had  an  honorable  record. 
He  was  at  V\Jle/  Forge  with  his  company 
under  Washington,  having  been  appointed 
captain  by  a  special  act  of  Congress.  He 
was  one  of  the  original  members  of  the 
Connecticut  branch  of  the  Society  of  Cin- 
cinnati, and  afterwards  a  brigadier  general 
of  the  Pennsylvania  state  troops.  His  eld- 
est son,  John  Spalding,  was  also  a  Revolu- 
tionary soldier,  although  but  fourteen  years 
old,  and  was  finally  commissioned  colonel 
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of  the  Pennsylvania  state  troops.  His  son 
Harry  in  turn  became  a  colonel  in  that  same 
department  of  service. 

At  the  close  of  Edward  B.  Spalding's  first 
term  in  the  high  school  of  Rockford,  Illinois, 
he  stood  at  the  head  of  his  class,  a  large  one, 
and  that  position  was  maintained  until  he 
graduated.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  took 
a  complete  course  of  instruction  in  a  com- 
mercial college,  paying  his  tuition  by  doing 
janitor  work,  and  when  his  high  school  edu- 
cation was  finished  became  bookkeeper  in  a 
lank,  earning  his  first  dollar  in  that  capa- 
city. He  came  to  Iowa  in  May,  1865,  and 
located  in  Sioux  City.  He  was  at  that  time 
in  the  employ  of  the  United  States,  and  was 
ordered  to  Sioux  City  for  duty,  that  city 
being  a  depot  of  supply  for  the  troops  oper- 
ating against  the  Sioux  Indians,  then  at 
war  with  the  government.  The  war  con- 
cluded, he  remained  there  and  in  1870  was 
elected  clerk  of  the  district  court  of  Wood- 
bury county,  serving  as  such  for  several 
terms.  In  the  meantime  he  had  commenced 
the  study  of  law,  and  January  1,  1881,  re- 
tired from  the  office  of  clerk,  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  and  at  once  formed  a  partnership 
with  E.  H.  Hubbard  and  engaged  in  prac- 
tice.   Business    increased    rapidly,    and    in 


1886  H.  J.  Taylor  was  taken  into  the  firm. 
After  fifteen  years  of  active  practice  Mr. 
Spalding  was  compelled  to  retire  by  failure 
of  eyesight. 

In  1884  he  was  one  of  the  five  citizens 
selected  by  the  city  council  of  Sioux  City  to 
construct  its  present  system  of  water-works, 
and  he  served  as  secretary  and  manager  of 
the  company  during  construction  of  same 
and  in  its  operation  until  a  revenue  was  ob- 
tained sufficient  to  meet  running  expenses, 
when  the  plant  was  turned  over  to  the  city. 
Later  he  was  one  of  seven  citizens  selected 
by  the  council  to  erect  for  the  city  the  pres- 
ent public  library,  costing  about  $125,000. 
At  this  time  he  is  vice  president  of  the  Mer- 
chants' National  Bank.  In  April,  1898,  the 
water-works  of  Sioux  City  were  placed  un- 
der the  control  of  a  board  of  trustees  and  the 
office  of  superintendent  of  the  works  was 
tendered  to  Mr.  Spalding  without  solicita- 
tion on  his  part,  and  since  that  date  he  has 
been  in  charge  of  the  works  in  that  capacity. 

He  enlisted  at  Rockford,  Illinois,  October 
1,  1861,  as  a  private  in  Company  E,  Fifty- 
second  Regiment,  Illinois  Volunteer  Infan- 
try.    Later  he  was  promoted  to  fifth  ser- 
geant, then  to  fourth,  then  to  first,  and  Sep- 
tember 13,  1862,  was  given  a  commission  as 
second  lieutenant,  on  which  was  inscribed: 
"Promoted    for   meritorious    services    ren- 
dered at  Pittsburg  Landing."     In  1894  he 
was  given  a  medal  of  honor  by  the  secretary 
of  war  for  conspicious  gallantry  at  itie  battle 
of  Pittsburg  Landing.     He  received  three 
severe  wounds  in  that  battle,  one  of  which 
left  him  a  cripple  in  the  left  hand  and  arm 
for  life,  but  he  recovered  and  served  until 
Savannah  was  taken  by  Sherman  in  Decem- 
ber, 1864.  March  1 1,  1863,  he  was  promoted 
to  first  lieutenant  and  commanded  his  company 
during  the  whole  of  the  Atlanta  campaign; 
took  part  in  Sherman's  march  through  Geor- 
gia and  served  about  a  month  after  his  term 
of  enlistment   had   expired,   during  which 
time  he  was  in  action.     After  the  fall  of  At- 
lanta he  was  assigned  to  duty  as  acting  as- 
sistant adjutant  general  of  the  First  brigade, 
Fourth  division,  Fifteenth  army  corps,  on 
the  staff  of  Brigadier  General  E.  W.  Rice, 
commanding.     He  participated  in  the  fol- 
lowing engagements :  Fort  Donelson,  Pitts- 
burg Landing,   Corinth,   Big  Bear   Creek, 
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Town  Creek,  Snake  Creek  Gap,  Resaca, 
Lay's  Ferry,  Rome  Cross  Roads,  Dallas, 
•Calhoun  Cross  Roads,  Kenesaw  Mountain, 
Nick-a-Jack  Creek,  Decatur,  Atlanta,  Jones- 
boro,  Love  joy  Station,  Eden  and  SavanAah. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army 
x>i  the  Republic,  Army  of  the  Tennessee 
Association,  Loyal  Legion,  and  Connecti- 
cut branch  of  the  Society  of  the  Cin- 
•cinnati;  also  the  Hawkeye  Club  of  Sioux 
City  and  the  Odd  Fellows.  He  is  active  in 
•the  work  of  the  First  Congregational  church 
and  was  chairman  of  the  finance  committee 
during  the  erection  of  their  new  $50,000 
•edifice.  He  was  married  September  8,  1873, 
to  Eliza  A.  Atwood,  of  Chester,  Vermont, 
"who  died  July  1,  1887.  Four  children  were 
born  to  them,  two  of  whom  are  living,  name- 
ly: Alice  Eliza,  born  1876,  attending 
Smith  College,  and  Edward  Burson,  born 
1880,  attending  Iowa  State  College,  Ames, 
Iowa.  August  28,  1889,  he  married  again, 
this  time  to  Margaret  Appleton,  a  resident  of 
•Sioux  City. 


SAPP,  Major  Basket,  of  Corwith,  Han- 
cock county,  came  of  parents  who  lived  in 
Bureau  county,  Illinois,  when  that  country 
was  but  sparsely  settled  and  Chicago  yet  a 
village.  The  products  of  their  frontier 
farm  were  hauled  to  Chicago  by  wagon, 
"from  eight  to  ten  days  being  required  to 
make  the  trip.  Previous  to  his  location  in 
Illinois,  the  father  of  Major  Sapp  was  a 
southern  planter,  but  worked  slaves  only  to 
a  limited  extent.  Mr.  Sapp's  first  money 
was  earned  by  working  on  a  farm  at  four 
dollars  per  month,  and  under  these  circum- 
stances his  early  education  was  naturally 
somewhat  limited.  At  the  age  of  eighteen 
years  he  was  scarcely  able  to  read,  but  he 
then  realized  the  necessity  of  an  education 
and  began  to  lay  his  plans  to  that  end.  He 
attended  the  common  schools  from  that  date 
regularly  and  applied  himself  diligently, 
nor  did  he  quit  school  until  two  years  after 
his  marriage.  As  a  result  of  this  untiring 
energy  and  persistency  he,  thus  late  in  life, 
secured  an  education  that  has  enabled  him  to 
succeed.  He  was  married  October  27, 
1859,  to  Miss  Salina  M.  Holroyd  of  Bureau 


county,  Illinois.  Her  father  was  of  Eng- 
lish descent.  Her  mother  was  a  descendant 
of  the  Knickerbockers  of  New  York.  In 
March,  1865,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sapp,  with  their 
two  children,  came  in  wagons  to  Tama 
county,  Iowa,  locating  near  Belle  Plain  on 
what  is  known  as  Salt  Creek.  It  is  said  of 
this  creek  that  in  an  early  day  a  resident  of 
that  section  journeyed  on  horseback  to  Iowa 
City,  a  distance  of  seventy  miles,  to  get  a 
sack  of  salt,  and  on  returning,  when  in  the 
middle  of  the  creek  he  lost  his  hold  on  the 
sack  of  salt  and  dropped  it  into  the  stream, 
and  from  that  incident  the  creek  derived  its 
name. 

Mr.  Sapp  continued  to  improve  his  farm 
and  increase  its  acres  until  1871.  In  that 
year  he  rented  his  farm  and  removed  with 
his  family  to  Mt.  Vernon  where  the  child- 
ren were  placed  in  the  public  schools  and 
Mr.  Sapp  entered  Cornell  College,  remain- 
ing two  years.  In  the  spring  of  1874  he 
went  back  to  the  farm  and  engaged  in  stock 
raising  until  1882.  He  is  next  found  liv- 
ing in  Toledo,  and  in  1884  he  removed  to 
Corwith,  where  he  is  an  extensive  landown- 
er. Mr.  Sapp's  ancestors  on  his  father's 
side  were  southern  democrats  and  residents 
of  the  slave  states,  but  from  his  earliest  rec- 
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ollections,  Major  Sapp  has  held  slavery  in 
abhorence,  and  at  his  first  opportunity  cast 
his  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln  and  the  repub- 
lican party.  He  is  an  enthusiastic,  active 
republican,  and  while  not  putting  himself 
forward  has  many  times  been  honored  by 
his  party  in  township  and  county  offices. 
In  1 89 1  and  again  in  1895  ^e  was  giyen 
the  delegation  of  Hancock  county  for  rep- 
resentative in  the  state  legislature,  but  being 
in  a  district  with  another  county,  which  had 
one  more  delegate  than  Hancock  county, 
he  failed  by  that  narrow  margin  to  receive 
the  nomination. 

Soon  after  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Sapp  united  with  the  Methodist  church,  but 
when  they  came  to  Iowa,  there  being  no 
church  of  that  denomination  in  their  neigh- 
borhood, they  allied  themselves  with  the 
United  Brethren  church.  In  1874,  how- 
ever, they  returned  to  their  early  faith,  to- 
gether with  their  children,  and  have  been 
constant  and  energetic  workers  ever  since. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sapp  have  three  children* 
Ida  M.,  born  i860;  Nettie  L.,  born  1862, 
and  Erwin  E.,  born  1865. 


SANTEE,  Charles  Berton,  Recorder 
of  Black  Hawk  county,  is  at  present  a  resi- 
dent of  Waterloo.  He  has  lived  in  this 
state  all  his  life,  being  born  in  Butler  county 
November  6,  1864.  His  youth  was  not 
marked  by  any  striking  incidents  and  does 
not  differ  from  that  of  other  farmers'  boys 
who  spend  a  majority  of  the  time  working 
on  the  farm  and  getting  what  schooling  they 
can  in  the  district  school  during  the  vrinter. 

In  1884  and  1885  he  attended  the  State 
Normal  School  in  Cedar  Falls,  mostly  on 
borrowed  money,  which  he  repaid  by  teaching 
school  winters  and  farming  in  the  summer 
time.  In  1889  he  attended  Cornell  College 
in  Mt.  Vernon,  and  in  the  winter  of  1890 
commenced  to  read  law  in  Cedar  Falls  with 
especial  regard  to  its  application  to  real 
estate.  Soon  afterward  he  started  a  real 
estate  office  which  is  still  conducted  by  his 
brother,  R.  A.  Santee,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Santee  Bros.  They  do  a  large  real  estate 
and  loan  business.  Mr.  Santee's  father, 
Joseph  Laughery  Santee,  was  a  native  of 


Steuben  county,  New  York,  born  October 
8th,  1827.  He  came  west  at  an  early  age 
and  settled  in  Ohio,  where  he  helped  to  clear 
up  his  father's  farm.  In  the  spring  of  1855 
he  started  for  Iowa,  stopping  temporarily 
in  Cedar  Falls  and  afterward  purchased  a 
farm  near  Butler  Center,  Butler  county,  on 
which  he  lived  for  about  thirty  years.  He 
was  married  June  30,  1858,  in  Black  Hawk 
county  to  Jane  Nixon,  who  was  born  in 
Ireland,  August  29,  1835,  of  Scotch-Irish 
parentage.  She  came  to  Philadelphia* 
Pennsylvania,  with  a  married  sister  in  185 1 
and  was  married  to  William  Moorhead  in 
1854,  and  three  years  later  came  to  Iowa. 
Her  husband  was  stricken  with  paralysis 
and  died  almost  instantly.  Three  children 
were  born  to  them:  Martha  Jane,  Mar- 
garet Ann  and  Alexander.  The  parents  of 
our  Mr.  Santee  moved  to  Cedar  Falls  in 
the  spring  of  1890,  where  they  still  reside 
in  comfortable  circumstances.  Their  four 
children  are  George  A.,  born  February  8, 
1861 ;  James  N.,  born  April  5,  1863 ;  Charles 
B.,  born  November  6,  1864,  and  Robert  A., 
born  May  22,  1866.  C.  B.  Santee,  as  he  is 
usually  called,  has  always  taken  an  active  in- 
terest in  politics,  commencing  before  he  had 
attained  his  majority.     At  the  age  of  22 
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years  he  was  selected  as  a  delegate  to  the 
state  convention  from  Butler  county  and  has 
often  been  a  delegate  to  various  conventions 
of  the  party  since  that  time.  For  several 
years  he  served  on  the  township  committee 
in  Cedar  Falls,  and  helped  organize  the 
Young  Men's  Republican  Club  of  Black 
Hawk  county  under  the  direction  of  Hon. 
Peter  Melendy,  then  chairman  of  the  county 
central  committee.  This  club  was  a  strong 
factor  in  holding  the  republican  majority  of 
the  county.  In  the  fall  of  1894  Mr.  Santee 
was  nominated  and  elected  to  the  office  of 
County  Recorder.  At  the  conclusion  of  his 
first  term  in  this  office  he  was  re-elected  for 
a  second  term  and  was  on  the  29th  of  June, 
1898,  renominated  by  his  party  for  the  third 
time.  He  has  proved  a  careful  and  efficient 
officer  and  that  his  discharge  of  the  duties 
of  the  office  has  been  satisfactory  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  county  is  shown  in  their  hearty 
support  at  the  polls.  Mr.  Santee  belongs 
to  the  Masons,  National  Union  and  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America,  and  is  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

Mr.  Santee  was  married  April  5,  1899,  to 
Miss  Lulu  D.  Probert,  an  estimable  lady  of 
Shell  Rock,  Iowa,  who  for  five  years  pre- 
vious to  her  marriage  was  a  teacher  in  the 
West  Waterloo  schools. 


SEERLEY,  Homer  Horatio,  son  of 
Thomas  Seerley  and  Louise  Ann  Smith, 
was  born  near  Indianapolis,  Indiana, 
August  13,  1848.  His  father's  family  was 
from  Maryland,  his  mother's  family  from 
Virginia.  Both  divisions  were  industrious, 
successful  people,  chiefly  devoted  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  The  early  history  of  the 
families  in  America  extends  back  to  Colonial 
times,  but  as  none  of  them  were  either  pub- 
lic officials  nor  prominent  soldiers  in  1776 
nor  181 2  there  is  little  historical  data  that 
can  be  given  concerning  them  except  what 
can  truthfully  be  said  of  thousands  of  good, 
reliable  Americans. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  spent  his  in- 
fancy near  Indianapolis,  his  early  childhood 
near  Toulon,  Illinois,  and  his  childhood  and 
youth  near  South  English,  Iowa.  His  edu- 
cation   was    obtained    in    the    elementary 


schools  in  and  near  South  English ;  his  pre- 
paratory and  collegiate  education  was 
gained  at  the  State  University  of  Iowa  from 
which  institution  he  graduated  with  the  class 
of  1873. 

In  the  following  September,  he  entered 
upon  his  life  work  as  a  teacher  by  accepting 
a  place  in  the  Oskaloosa  high  school  as  an 
assistant.  The  next  year  he  was  principal 
of  the  same  school  and  in  April,  1875^  be- 
came city  superintendent  of  the  same  sys- 
tem, resigning  in  August,  1886,  to  accept 
the  presidency  of  the  Iowa  State  Normal 
school,  of  which  work  he  is  still  in  charge 
(1901).  He  has  been  identified  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Iowa  State  Teachers'  Association 
for  twenty-five  years,  being  its  president  in 
1884.  He  has  also  been  a  member  of  the 
National  Educational  Association  and  the  Na- 
tional Educational  Council  for  many  years. 
He  has  conducted  numerous  institutes,  giv- 
en many  educational  addresses,  and  written 
many  educational  articles  for  the  press  dur- 
ing his  quarter  of  a  century  of  active  profes- 
sional labor.  He  is  one  of  the  authors  of 
Seerley  &  Parish's  History  and  Civil  Gov- 
ernment of  Iowa,  of  which  the  history  of  the 
state  is  his  part  of  the  work.  During  his 
presidency  the  Iowa  State  Normal  School 
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has  grown  from  435  students  in  attendance 
to  over  2,000  and  the  membership  of  the 
faculty  of  the  school  from  eight  to  over 
thirty,  while  the  expansion  of  the  work  in 
courses  of  study  and  in  character  and  effi- 
ciency of  instruction  has  made  the  school 
the  equivalent  of  others  of  its  order  in  the 
United  States. 


SHAVER,  Isaac  H.,  one  of  the  live  bus- 
iness men  of  Cedar  Rapids,  is  a  native  of 
New  Jersey,  born  in  Sussex  county,  Febru- 
ary 25,  1825.  His  father,  Abraham  Shaver, 
was  a  farmer  and  his  son  grew  up  in  the 
habits  of  industry  upon  his  father's  farm. 
His  mother  was  Mary  Carroll  before  she 
marreid  Mr.  Shaver,  and  she  was  a  member 
of  the  famous  Carroll  family  of  New  Jersey, 
which  won  renown  in  the  Revolutionary 
war.  Isaac  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  and  later  received  a  thorough  busi- 
ness training  before  he  removed  to  Iowa, 
which  was  in  1856.  He  first  located  in  Vin- 
ton, Benton  county,  and  in  1863  removed  to 
Cedar  Rapids  and  entered  the  cracker  man- 
ufacturing business  in  partnership  with 
Hon.  S.  L.  Dows,  now  as  then,  one  of  the 
leading  business  men  of  Cedar  Rapids.  The 


firm  was  known  as  Shaver  &  Dows  for  twen- 
ty-five years  and  had  a  branch  factory  in  Des 
Moines.  In  1890  they  sold  both  factories  to 
the  New  York  Biscuit  Company.  They 
were  the  pioneers  in  the  cracker  business  in 
the  state  and  the  Cedar  Rapids  factory  was 
the  first  one  established. 

Mr.  Shaver  has  always  been  a  republican. 
He  may  be  said  to  be  a  charter  member  of 
the  party,  for  he  helped  to  organize  it  in 
1856  and  has  voted  the  ticket  ever  since.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Christian  church. 

He  was  married  in  1847  *n  Buffalo,  New 
York,  to  Esther  C.  Witwer.  They  have 
four  children  living:  John  H.,  born  Febru- 
ary 11,  1849;  Frederick  H.,  born  February 
15,  1870;  Ellen  S.,  born  July  10,  1852,  and 
Bessie  E.,  born  May  9,  1857. 


SMITH,  A.  St.  Clair,  was  born  in  Mer- 
edith, New  Hampshire,  February  19,  1841. 
His  boyhood  and  youth  were  spent  in  secur- 
ing a  good  education  and  in  teaching  school. 
In  1862,  when  only  about  twenty  years  old, 
he  enlisted  in  the  army  after  raising  a  com- 
pany known  as  Company  G,  Twelfth  New 
Hampshire  Volunteers  and  was  made  or- 
derly sergeant  of  the  company.     June  12, 
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1863,  he  was  made  first  lieutenant  and  July 
20,  1864,  became  captain.  There  are  few 
men  who  served  through  the  war  who  saw 
more  or  severer  service  than  Captain  Smith. 
He  participated  in  the  battles  of  Fredericks- 
burg and  Chancellorsville,  being  severely 
wounded  in  the  latter  engagement.  Al- 
though a  portion  of  the  bone  of  his  arm  was 
removed,  inside  of  three  months  he  was 
again  at  the  head  of  his  company  and  was 
soon  afterwards  wounded  in  the  head  and 
shoulder  at  Cold  Harbor.  At  this  time  he 
was  reported  for  dead,  being  left  uncon- 
scious on  the  battle  field.  However,  he  re- 
covered and  again  joined  his  command 
while  it  was  before  Petersburg,  participat- 
ing in  the  numerous  battles  during  the  seige 
of  that  place  and  Grant's  various  advances 
upon  Richmond.  Captain  Smith  probably 
more  than  any  other  man  in  his  regiment 
was  assigned  to  the  command  of  picket 
posts  and  small  expeditions  sent  out  in  tb 
hazardous  undertakings  of  locating  the  po- 
sitions of  the  enemy.  After  Richmond  was 
captured  he  was  attached  to  the  staff  of 
General  Gregg  and  was  for  several  months 
engaged  in  gathering  up  government  stores 
and  turning  them  over  to  the  state  author- 
ities. 

After  returning  from  the  army,  Mr. 
Smith  became  a  student  of  law  at  Manches- 
ter, N.  H.,  and  was  admitted  to  practice  by 
the  supreme  court  of  that  state  in  1867.  He 
alsp  graduated  from  the  Albany  law  school 
in  February  of  the  same  year.  Desiring  to 
locate  in  the  west  he  came  to  Cedar  Rapids 
and  opened  an  office  in  that  city.  In  1868 
he  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  and  held 
the  office  continuously  for  seven  terms,  and 
from  1872  to  1874  was  police  judge  of  the 
city.  In  1 88 1  he  became  a  member  of  the 
city  council  from  the  Second  ward,  serv- 
ing continuously  for  twelve  years.  In  1893 
he  was  nominated  by  the  republicans  as  a 
candidate  for  the  legislature,  being  elected 
by  a  large  majority.  In  the  house  he  was 
regarded  as  one  of  its  strongest  and  ablest 
members.  He  was  not  aggressive,  but  his 
committee  work  was  conscientious  and  ef- 
fective. He  was  a  member  of  the  commit- 
tees on  ways  and  means,  judiciary,  municipal 
corporations,   insurance   and   two  or  three 


minor  ones.  He  devoted  careful  attention 
to  the  important  questions  before  the  com- 
mittee on  municipal  corporations,  his  long 
service  in  the  city  council  having  especially 
fitted  him  for  work  in  that  department  of 
legislation.  No  doubt  he  would  have  been 
renominated  and  again  elected  had  not  the 
condition  of  his  health  prevented. 

Captain  Smith  was  a  prominent  member 
of  the  Iowa  Legion  of  Honor  and  of  the  A. 
O.  U.  W.  In  the  former  organization  he 
was,  for  a  number  of  years,  a  member  of  the 
finance  committee.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  T.  Z.  Cook  post  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic  and  has  been  its  commander. 

In  1868  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Harriet  R.  Baker  of  Portland,  Maine. 
They  had  four  children:  Albert  H.f  A.  St 
Clair,  Percy  P.  and  Leigh  B.  After  a 
lingering  illness  of  nearly  three  years  he 
died  at  Cedar  Rapids  December  19,  1895. 
He  had  long  been  one  of  the  most  prom- 
inent citizens  of  Cedar  Rapids.  His  career 
as  soldier,  lawyer,  statesman  and  citizen  has 
been  such  as  to  reflect  great  credit  upon  him- 
self and  the  city  which  he  called  his  home, 
and  one  to  which  his  family  can  point  with 
pride. 


PENN,  Edward  Livingston,  a  retired 
merchant  and  banker  of  Mt.  Pleasant,  who 
died  there  May  1,  1901,  was  one  of 
the  pioneer  merchants  of  the  state,  hav- 
of  the  pioneer  merchants  of  the  state,  hav- 
ing commenced  business  in  Mt.  Pleasant  in 
October,  1856.  He  continued  there  in  the 
dry  goods  and  boot  and  shoe  business  en- 
tirely on  his  own  account  until  1887,  when 
he  retired  from  commercial  pursuits  after 
an  active  business  life  of  forty  years.  He 
was  one  of  the  incorporators  in  1864  of  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Mt.  Pleasant  and 
was  its  president  when  he  died.  He  was  also 
one  of  the  directors  of  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Creston,  Iowa.  For  thirty-two 
years  he  made  semi-annual  visits  to  the  east- 
ern markets  to  purchase  goods. 

Mr.  Penn  was  born  August  14,  18 14,  in 
Philadelphia.  He  was  the  son  of  Abraham 
Penn,  who  was  born  in  England  in  1770 
and  came  to  Philadelphia  in  1795.    He  died 
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in  his  eighty-fifth  year.  He  married  Eliza- 
beth Livingston,  native  of  Philadelphia  and 
daughter  of  James  Livingston  of  Revolu- 
tionary fame,  who  was  killed  at  the  battle 
of  Brandywine.  He  was  a  younger  member 
of  the  Livingston  family,  whose  record  is 
remarkable  for  their  patriotism  and  services 
at  the  time  of  the  Revolution.  The  family 
left  Philadelphia  and  went  to  Pickaway, 
Ohio,  where  the  two  sons  were  educated, 
and  Edward  learned  the  mercantile  bus- 
iness. There  being  no  opportunities  for  him 
to  advance  at  home,  he  went  to  La  Fayette, 
Indiana,  where  he  was  given  a  good  position 
by  James  Fowler,  an  old  merchant.  He  soon 
had  a  half  interest  and  the  firm  became 
"Fowler  &  Penn."  He  remained  there  un- 
til his  removal  to  Iowa  in  1856. 

He  was  married  August  12,  1851,  to 
Amelia  Weaver,  daughter  of  Dr.  Jacob 
Weaver,  and  their  removal  to  Iowa  was  to 
give  her  the  benefit  of  a  dryer  climate.  They 
had  three  daughters:  Ella  A.  Penn,  Lulu 
Penn  Ingersoll,  living  in  Denver,  and  Kate 
Penn  Cole,  who  lives  in  Council  Bluffs. 

John  Penn,  living  in  Des  Moines,  was 
three  years  the  senior  of  Edward  L. 
He  is  the  only  survivor  of  the  Penn 
family   who   lived   in   Chatham,   England, 

28 


thirty  miles  from  London.  They  were  Quak- 
ers. Edward,  the  oldest  of  four  brothers, 
inherited  the  family  estate  and  the  Penn 
coat  of  arms.  He  built  a  large  brick  church 
where  he  and  his  wife  preached  for  many 
years.  They  had  no  children.  John  and 
William  were  custom  house  officers  in  Lon- 
don and  Liverpool.  The  youngest  brother, 
Richard,  grandfather  of  Edward  L.,  was 
master  builder  of  the  King's  dock  yards  at 
Chatham  and  was  one  of  the  best  draftsmen 
in  the  service.  His  son,  Abraham,  learned 
ship-building  and  afterward  studied  naviga- 
tion. He  went  to  sea  under  a  favorite  captain 
of  his  father.  They  were  ship-wrecked  and 
after  drifting  for  three  days  in  an  open  boat, 
were  picked  up  by  a  vessel  bound  for  Phil- 
adelphia. The  castaways  were  given  such 
a  cordial  reception  when  they  arrived  in 
Philadelphia  that  the  young  Englishman 
was  completely  won.  He  returned  at  the  age 
of  twenty-four — six  years  later.  He  was 
connected  with  shipping  interests  and  spent 
much  of  his  time  at  sea. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  for  many 
years  prominently  identified  with  the 
Iowa  Wesleyan  University  at  Mt.  Pleasant, 
and  for  over  thirty  years  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  trustees  of  that  institu- 
tion, and  most  of  that  time  a  member  of  the 
executive  committee.  His  fathful  services 
contributed  largely  to  the  success  of  the 
university. 

Mr.  Penn's  death  brought  forth  many  ex- 
pressions of  appreciation  of  the  good  and 
useful  life  he  had  lived  in  Mt.  Pleasant.  His 
interest  in  the  various  public  activities  in 
the  town  was  a  constant  and  valuable  sup- 
port. His  last  thought  and  effort  were  given 
to  the  building  of  the  new  Methodist  church, 
adding  again  and  again  to  his  own  subscrip- 
tion as  others  failed  to  meet  the  expecta- 
tions. The  Library  Association  also  had  his 
strong  support.  He  was  keenly  interested 
in  the  Daughters  of  the  Revolution  through 
his  mother's  family,  the  Livingstones.  A 
writer  in  the  Mt.  Pleasant  Dial  of  Progress 
says  of  Mr.  Penn :  "He  retained  a  wonder- 
ful mental  and  bodily  poise  until  the  last 
His  mental  faculties  were  untouched  and  his 
administrative  ability  evinced  in  his  being 
chosen  the  last  year  to  the  position  of  pres- 
ident of  the  First  National  Bank.    He  re- 
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tained  unconsciously  many  of  the  English 
and  Quaker  traits  of  his  father's  predeces- 
sors, the  Penns,  the  dignity,  the  simplicity, 
the  humility  and  persistency,  with  a  proper 
blending  of  true  personal  esteem,  the  pride 
which  scorns  a  mean  or  unmanly  act" 


SMYTH,  P.  Henry,  of  Burlington,  is 
one  of  the  most  distinguished  jurists  of  the 
state.  He  was  born  at  Cedarville,  near  the 
town  of  Abingdon,  Washington  County, 
Virginia,  March  10,  1829,  and  is  the  son  of 
James  Crawford  and  Ann  R.  Orr  Smyth. 
The  family  was  founded  in  Virginia  during 
the  Revolutionary  War  by  Judge  Smyth's 


grandfather,  who,  according  to  the  tradi- 
tions of  the  family,  came  to  the  colonies  as 
clerk  or  secretary  to  Lord  Cornwallis.  On 
the  mother's  side  he  is  descended  from  the 
Orr  and  Reyburn  families,  both  well  known 
and  highly  respected  residents  of  the  Old 
Dominion.  His  grandfather  on  the  mater- 
nal side  of  the  house  was  a  member  of  the 
Hayes  family  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  early  education  of  our  subject  was 
obtained  in  the  common  schools  of  his  na- 
tive district;  he  was  ambitious  to  obtain  a 
higher  education,  and  desired  to  attend  an 
academy  or  college,  but  his  father,  who  was 


a  physician  and  in  moderate  circumstances, 
was  financially  unable  to  gratify  this  desire. 
He  was  studious  during  his  boyhood  and  al- 
though full  of  animal  vivacity,  he  preferred 
the  society  of  such  books  as  he  could  obtain 
to  the  boyish  play  of  his  comrades.  He  was 
also  forced  to  work  during  his  school  vaca- 
tions and  most  of  the  time  he  was  at  work 
he  labored  on  a  farm. 

At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  determined  to 
leave  home  and  carve  a  position  for  himself; 
he  accompanied  a  party  of  his  neighbors  on 
a  prospecting  tour  to  Texas,  but  being  dis- 
satisfied with  the  prospects,  they  all  de- 
termined to  return  to  Virginia.  He  decided 
to  remain  away  from  home  until  he  had  ob- 
tained a  start  in  the  world  and  stopped  at 
Paris,  in  west  Tennessee,  where  he  began  to 
study  under  Judge  McCampbell ;  he  worked 
at  a  trade  while  he  studied  law,  paying  his 
expenses  and  tuition  with  the  money  he 
earned  at  the  bench.  In  1855  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  before  Judge  Fitzgerald, 
of  the  circuit  court,  and  Judge  Williams,  of 
the  chancery  court;  he  then  moved  to 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  he  began  to  practice 
his  profession  in  the  office  of  W.  S.  C.  Otis, 
a  celebrated  lawyer  of  Ohio. 

In  1857  Mr.  Smyth  removed  to  Burling- 
ton, Iowa,  where  he  entered  into  partnership 
with  Davis  J.  Crocker,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Crocker  &  Smyth,  and  soon  succeeded  in 
establishing  a  large  and  remunerative  prac- 
tice. In  1865  Mr.  Crocker  moved  to  Chi- 
cago and  the  firm  was  dissolved.  Mr. 
Symth  continued  alone  until  1867,  when  a 
partnership  with  Henry  Strong,  afterwards 
president  of  the  Atchison,  Topeka  & 
Santa  Fe  railroad,  was  formed  under  the 
style  of  Strong  &  Smyth;  in  1869,  this  co- 
partnership was  dissolved.  On  January  1, 
1872,  the  firm  of  Smyth  &  Hedge,  consisting 
of  our  subject  and  Thomas  Hedge,  was 
formed,  but  dissolved  in  April,  1874,  when 
Mr.  Smyth  was  appointed  by  Governor  C. 

C.  Carpenter  judge  of  the  district  court  to 
fill  a  vacancy ;  he  resigned  after  five  months* 
service  and  practiced  his  profession  without 
a  partner  until  January  1,  1880,  when  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  his  son,  James 

D.  Smyth,  known  as  P.  Henry  Smyth  & 
Son.  In  March,  1891,  James  Smyth  was 
appointed  judge  of  the  district  court  to  fill 
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a  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  Judge 
Phelps  and  the  copartnership  was  therefore 
dissolved. 

Judge  Smyth  has  stood  at  the  head  of  the 
legal  profession  in  this  section  for  a  great 
many  years,  and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the 
foremost  lawyers  of  the  state.  From  1874 
until  a  receiver  was  appointed  for  the  road, 
Judge  Smyth  was  continuously  the  attor- 
ney for  E.  B.  Ward,  lessee  of  the  Burling- 
ton and  Southwestern  Railroad,  and  after- 
ward attorney  for  the  receiver  until  its  af- 
fairs were  wound  up  in  1892.  He  also  in 
1882,  superintended  the  reorganization  of 
the  company  and  renamed  it  the  Chicago, 
Burlington  and  Kansas  City  Railroad. 

Politically  Judge  Smyth  is  a  democrat, 
but  is  not  a  rabid  partisan;  he  is  positive 
and  independent  in  his  opinions.  He  has 
been  a  devoted  student  of  political  economy 
and  in  him  bi-metallism  has  one  of  its 
strongest  advocates  and  firmest  friends;  he 
also  favors  free  trade.  He  was  the  candi- 
date of  his  party  for  the  supreme  bench  of 
the  state  in  1871,  and  in  1888  was  again 
nominated  for  the  same  position  without  his 
knowledge  and  without  solicitation.  While 
away  from  home  in  1884,  he  was  nominated 
for  city  solicitor  without  his  knowledge  or 
his  permission  being  asked;  he  was  elected 
and  served. 

In  1 89 1  he  was  elected  to  the  state  legis- 
lature as  reprenentative  of  Des  Moines 
county  in  the  lower  house ;  as  a  legislator  his 
actions  have  been  characterized  by  the  firm- 
ness and  independence  which  have  been  his 
through  life.  He  vigorously  opposed  a 
measure  which  was  advocated  by  the  press 
of  the  city,  because  he  knew  that  by  its  pass- 
age an  injustice  would  be  done  to  the  poorer 
people;  he  is  fearless  in  his  denunciation  of 
the  wrong  and  strong  in  his  advocacy  of  the 
right.  As  a  legislator,  he  has  conscien- 
tiously guarded  the  interests  of  his  constitu- 
ents, notwithstanding  the  strong  pressure 
brought  to  bear  to  swerve  him  from  the 
course  he  felt  was  right.  His  worth  as  a 
lawyer  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  in  1874, 
when  he  was  appointed  to  the  district  bench 
by  Governor  Carpenter,  it  was  at  the  earnest 
solicitation  of  the  bar  of  the  district  and 
was  made  contrary  to  political  customs  and 
without  any  solicitation  on  his  part. 


Judge  Smyth  was  married  in  Cleveland,. 
Ohio,  in  1851,  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Crockeiy 
daughter  of  J.  Davis  and  Deborah  Doane 
Crocker.  Mrs.  Smyth  was  born  in  Cleve- 
land, of  which  place  her  ancestors  were  the- 
earliest  settlers.  The  Doanes  settled  at  what 
is  now  Cleveland  in  1801,  when  there  were* 
but  two  houses  on  the  present  site  of  the  city. 

Judge  and  Mrs.  Smyth  have  two  children- 
living,  a  son  and  a  daughter.  The  son, 
James  D.,  as  heretofore  mentioned,  is  now 
judge  of  the  district  court;  he  is  a  graduate 
of  Trinity  College,  Hartford,  Conn.,  of  the 
class  of  1874.  Immediately  after  his  grad- 
uation he  returned  to  Burlington  and  en- 
tered upon  the  study  of  law  with  his  father; 
two  years  later  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
and  returned  to  Trinity  College  as  tutor  of 
Greek;  after  serving  two  years  in  that  ca- 
pacity, he  was  appointed  assistant  professor 
of  Greek,  which  position  he  filled  with  abil- 
ity and  fidelity  for  two  years.  Returning  to- 
Burlington,  he  formed  a  law  partnership 
with  his  father,  which  continued  until  he 
was  appointed  to  the  bench  in  1891.  The 
daughter,  Dora,  is  now  Mrs.  Charles  L. 
Dyer. 

Judge  Smyth  and  family  are  members  of 
the  Episcopal  church  of  Burlington,  and  for 
twenty  years  he  was  a  warden  of  the 
church. 

Judge  Smyth  has  gone  through  life  in  am 
honorable,  praiseworthy  manner.  He  has 
attained  eminent  distinction  in  his  profes- 
sion and  has  advanced  to  the  top  by  steady 
application,  independence  and  steadfastness- 
of  purpose,  combined  with  honesty  and  in- 
tegrity ;  he  has  built  for  himself  a  name  that 
shall  live  long  after  him;  has  been  devoted 
to  his  profession  and  has  earned  the  reward 
which  is  now  his. 

He  has  found  no  time  for  clubs  or  so- 
cieties, but  is  devoted  to  the  advancement 
of  his  family,  his  church  and  the  state. 


SELLS,  Cato,  the  well  known  lawyer  of 
Vinton,  enjoys  a  national  reputation  both* 
as  a  political  leader  and  for  the  high  charac- 
ter of  his  services  to  the  government  while 
occupying  the  important  position  of  United 
States  district  attorney  for  the  northern  dis- 
trict of  Iowa.    No  democrat  in  Iowa  is  bet 
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ter  known  than  Cato  Sells  and  very  few 
men  in  the  state  are  as  favorably  known  to 
as  many  people  as  this  brilliant  young  law- 
yer and  politician.  He  has  accomplished 
something  which  but  few  young  men  are 
able  to  do,  that  is,  he  has  entered  upon  a 
professional  career  in  his  native  town  and 
has  achieved  notable  success.  He  was  born 
in  Vinton,  October  6,  1859.  His  father, 
Captain  G.  W.  Sells,  was  an  able  lawyer 
and  for  some  years  was  the  partner  of  Gov- 
ernor Buren  R.  Sherman.  About  the  year 
1870  the  family  removed  to  La  Porte  City, 
where  Captain  Sells  practiced  law  until  his 


death  in  1873.  He  was  a  native  of  the  state 
of  Ohio  and  came  to  Iowa  in  the  year  1857. 
His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Eliza- 
beth C.  Hedden,  was  now  left  with  three 
children,  the  oldest  of  whom  was  Cato,  then 
but  thirteen  years  old.  The  family  had  but 
limited  means  and  the  main  responsibility  of 
keeping  the  wolf  from  the  door  fell  upon  the 
oldest  boy.  He  faced  the  trial  with  courage 
and  industry.  He  secured  employment  as 
a  clerk  in  a  hardware  store,  owned  by  B.  S. 
Stanton,  where  he  worked  for  three  years, 
except  during  the  winter  months,  when  he 
was  permitted  by  the  kindness  of  his  em- 
ployer to  attend  school  most  of  the  time 
without  the  loss  of  wages.  He  managed  to 
save  a  little  money  during  these  three  years 


and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  he  entered  Cornell 
College  at  Mt  Vernon,  There  he  acted  as 
superintendent  of  the  college  boarding  hall, 
and  in  this  way  managed  to  make  his  way 
through  school.  Returning  to  La  Porte 
City  in  1878,  he  was  taken  into  the  office  of 
Charles  A.  Bishop,  now  district  judge  in 
the  city  of  Des  Moines,  then  a  practicing  at- 
torney in  La  Porte.  His  highest  ambition 
had  been  to  become  a  lawyer,  and  being  a 
bright  and  industrious  student,  always 
ready  to  improve  every  opportunity  to  gain 
a  practical  knowledge  of  the  law  and  its 
everyday  application,  he  was  enabled  after 
two  years'  study  to  pass  the  examination 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1880.  For 
a  time  he  continued  with  Mr.  Bishop,  and 
in  the  first  year  of  his  practice  was  elected 
city  recorder  of  La  Porte.  Two  years  later 
he  was  given  the  office  of  mayor  by  unani- 
mous vote.  He  declined  the  re-election  that 
was  tendered  to  him  in  appreciation  of  his 
good  work  in  the  office  of  mayor.  For  a 
number  of  years  he  held  the  office  of  city 
solicitor  of  La  Porte  and  earned  during  his 
nine  years'  practice  there  a  reputation  as 
one  of  the  keenest  and  most  thorough  law- 
yers in  that  section  of  the  state.  In  1889  he 
moved  back  to  Vinton  and  has  been  in  con- 
t.nuous  practice  in  Vinton  since  that  time. 

Mr.  Sells'  political  career  is  a  long  and 
distinguished  one  in  spite  of  his  youth.  He 
has  always  been  a  democrat,  true  to  his 
party  and  its  principles  and  he  began  to 
make  speeches  in  campaigns  for  the  demo- 
cratic ticket  when  he  was  but  nineteen  years 
old.  Then  he  was  called  the  boy  orator  and 
it  was  a  number  of  years  after  he  was 
known  for  other  things  before  he  outgrew 
that  complimentary  title.  He  was  first 
elected  a  member  of  the  democratic  state 
committee  in  1880  and  served  for  seven 
years,  being  either  secretary  or  chairman  of 
the  executive  committee  during  all  of  this 
time.  In  1886  he  was  the  democratic  nom- 
inee for  secretary  of  state  and  began  at  that 
time  his  career  as  a  state  politician.  He 
campaigned  the  state  and  made  a  creditable 
record.  Since  that  time  he  has  taken  a  lead- 
ing part  in  every  state  campaign  in  Iowa. 
In  1887  he  was  chairman  of  the  democratic 
state  committee  and  in  1888  was  a  delegate 
to  the  democratic  national  convention.  His 
value  as  a  campaigner  was  recognized  out- 
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side  the  state  and  in  1888  he  spoke  for  some 
time  in  Indiana  under  the  direction  of  the 
democratic  national  committee.  He  was 
twice  elected  county  attorney  of  Benton 
county,  in  the  years  1891  and  1893.  In 
1892,  again  a  delegate  to  the  democratic  na- 
tional convention,  he  was  made  secretary  of 
die  convention,  and  in  1893  was  the  tem- 
porary chairman  of  the  democratic  state 
convention,  which  gave  him  an  opportunity 
to  shape  the  issues  of  the  campaign  in  a  vig- 
orous and  eloquent  speech.  In  1894  his  pro- 
fessional and  political  standing  brought  to 
hi»n  the  appointment  of  United  States  dis- 
trict attorney,  for  which  he  had  the  endorse- 
ment of  nearly  all  the  prominent  members 
of  the  bar  in  the  district  without  regard  to 
party,  and  the  appointment  was  approved  by 
the  press,  both  republican  and  democratic. 
In  fact,  Mr.  Sells  has  conducted  his  political 
activity  on  such  a  high  plane  that  he  enjoys 
the  respect  and  friendship  of  republicans  and 
democrats  alike.  The  best  estimate  of  his 
services  as  district  attorney  was  made  by 
Richard  Olney,  then  attorney  general,  after- 
wards secretary  of  state.  Mr.  Olney  said : 
"I  consider  that  the  department  has  found  a 
jewel  in  Cato  Sells.  He  is  one  of  the  best 
men  in  the  service.  I  am  delighted  with  his 
course  as  an  official  of  this  department  and 
am  grateful  to  the  men  who  recommended 
him  to  me.  I  am  particularly  pleased  with 
the  manner  in  which  he  conducted  the  pen- 
sion fraud  cases." 

Mr.  Sells  has  kept  his  position  of  leader- 
ship and  members  of  his  party  have  main- 
tained their  confidence  in  him  through  all 
the  critical  periods  of  the  last  few  years. 
Although  Mr.  Sells  is  not  an  extreme  silver 
man  and  is  inclined  to  be  conservative,  he 
has  maintained  a  consistent  course  through- 
out and  has  remained  always  loyal  to  his 
party,  believing  this  to  be  the  wisest  course. 
In  1899  he  was  again  temporary  chairman 
of  the  democratic  state  convention  and  was 
urged  to  accept  the  nomination  for  gover- 
nor, but  he  firmly  declined.  In  1900  he  was 
chairman  of  the  Iowa  delegation  to  the  dem- 
ocratic national  convention  at  Kansas  City 
and  was  one  of  the  most  conspicuous  and  in- 
fluential men  in  that  great  convention.  He 
was  called  to  Lincoln  just  before  the  Kan- 
sas City  convention  to  consult  with  his 
friend,  Mr.  Bryan,  and  the  subsequent  ac- 


tion of  Mr.  Sells  had  more  to  do  with  shap- 
ing the  platform  in  accordance  with  Mr. 
Bryan's  wishes  than  anything  that  was  done 
by  any  other  man. 

Aside  from  political  subjects,  Mr.  Sells 
has  taken  a  deep  interest  in  the  Sons  of  Vet- 
erans and  in  1889  he  was  elected  colonel, 
commanding  the  Iowa  camp.  He  served  on 
the  staff  of  Governor  Boies  four  years.  In 
1892  he  was  elected  to  fill  Governor  Dysart's 
place  on  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Iowa 
Agricultural  College,  but  declined  re-elec- 
tion at  the  end  of  his  term.  He  is  a  prom- 
inent member  of  the  Masonic  order. 

In  the  year  1891  Mr.  Sells  was  married 
to  Miss  Lola  A.  McDaniel.  They  have  three 
children:  Dorothy,  born  in  1892;  Donald, 
born  in  1894,  and  Barbara,  born  in  1895. 


SANBORN,  Caleb  Mastin,  mayor  of 
Maquoketa,  and  one  of  that  city's  oldest  and 
most  prominent  business  men,  was  born 
August  26,  1836,  at  Lockport,  Niagara 
County,  New  York.  He  is  the  son  of  Caleb 
Mastin  Sanborn,  a  blacksmith  and  farmer 
who  was  born  August  22,  1798,  at  Sanborn- 
town,  New  Hampshire,  and  died  in  1848. 
Mr.  Sanborn's  mother  was  formerly  Huldah 
Hanks,  who  was  born  May  11,  1798,  and 
died  February  16,  1879.  Caleb  M.  San- 
born, Jr.,  came  west  at  the  age  of  two  years 
with  his  parents,  traveling  by  canal  boat  to 
Detroit,  Michigan,  and  from  there  to  La 
Grange  County,  Indiana,  by  wagon.  Here 
they  remained  a  few  years,  the  father  work- 
ing his  farm  summers,  running  a  thrashing 
machine  in  the  fall  and  blacksmithing  win- 
ters. He  traded  eighty  of  his  one  hundred 
and  forty  acres  of  land  in  1844  for  a  patent 
right  in  a  ditching  machine,  and  traveled  in 
Indiana  and  Illinois  with  it  until  his  death 
in  1848.  Young  Caleb,  though  but  twelve 
years  old,  was  now  the  head  of  the  family, 
as  he  was  the  only  boy  at  home.  During 
the  summer,  he  worked  the  farm  with  a 
yoke  of  oxen  and  hired  out  to  the  neighbors 
at  from  twenty-five  to  fifty  cents  a  day,  and 
in  winter  cut  and  hauled  wood  or  attended 
district  school.  His  mother  spun  and  wove 
her  children's  clothing  and  many  of  her 
neighbors/  while  a  sister  contributed  her 
share  to  the  family's  maintenance  by  teach- 
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Hng.  Thus  they  managed  to  live  very  com- 
fortably. But  the  farming  was  uphill  work 
*on  account  of  the  sandy  character  of  the  soil, 
and  after  struggling  with  it  a  year  the  boy 
-persuaded  his  mother  to  sell  out  and  go  to 
Michigan,  where  they  rented  a  farm  on  Ox- 
bow Prairie,  and  continued  to  make  a  good 
living.  In  1854  they  moved  to  Iowa,  travel- 
ing with  two  teams  and  camping  out  on  the 
Tvay,  for  traveling  by  rail  was  expensive  at 
^that  time,  and  there  were  no  railroads  in 
Jowa. 

Mr.  Sanborn,  now  a  young  man  of  eigh- 
teen,  had  but   two  dollars  and   a  half   in 


money  when  the  family  settled  in  Maquo- 
Jceta,  Jackson  County,  but  by  hard  work  and 
;good  management  he  got  enough  ahead  to 
ibuy  an  interest  in  a  blacksmith  and  wagon 
jshop  two  years  later,  which  he  sold  out  at 
the  end  of  a  year  and  went  to  farming  near 
Bridgeport.  After  five  years,  in  1862,  he 
moved  to  Maquoketa  and  embarked  in  the 
grocery  business  in  partnership  with  a  Mr. 
Day,  who  soon  afterward  sold  his  share  to 
Mr.  Sanborn  and  enlisted  in  the  army.  Mr. 
Sanborn  was  also  engaged  in  the  drug  bus- 
iness a  few  years,  but  most  of  the  time  since 
the  war  he  has  dealt  in  groceries,  crockery 
and  glassware,  adding  a  stock  of  boots  and 


shoes  in  1892.  He  has  bought  and  sold  land 
extensively,  and  still  owns  two  valuable 
farms,  one  of  a  hundred  and  forty  and  an- 
other of  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres.  In  the 
winter  of  1895-6  he  built  the  Sanborn  Block, 
a  three  story  building  forty  by  a  hundred 
feet.  The  ground  floor  is  occupied  by  his 
store  and  the  upper  rooms  are  rented  for  of- 
fices. He  is  now  living  in  very  easy  circum- 
stances and  knows  well  how  to  enjoy  the 
fruits  of  his  life's  labor.  He  has  traveled 
a  great  deal.  In  1887  he  retired  from  active 
business  for  five  years  and  spent  the  time 
visiting  many  parts  of  America  and  foreign 
countries. 

Mr.  Sanborn  has  always  been  a  firm  re- 
publican in  politics.  He  has  held  the  office 
of  alderman  in  Maquoketa  several  times, 
and  has  been  elected  mayor  at  four  different 
elections,  his  last  term  beginning  in  1897. 
During  his  first  administration  as  mayor,  in 
1882,  the  first  macadamized  road  in  the  city 
and  a  system  of  water  works  were  built. 

Mr.  Sanborn  was  married  October  15, 
J857,  to  Harriet  Burd,  who  died  in  1893. 
They  had  five  children :  Nettie  M.,  born  De- 
cember 22,  1859,  wife  of  Charles  J.  Thomp- 
son of  Clinton ;  Leroy  L.,  born  January  22, 
1862 ;  Charles  H.,  born  March  4,  1867;  Hat- 
tie,  born  January  23,  1873,  wife  of  Otho 
Abel  of  Maquoketa,  and  Ella,  born  Decem- 
ber 23,  1874,  wife  of  Benj.  Homes  of  Clin- 
ton, Iowa.  Mr.  Sanborn  married  his  pres- 
ent wife,  Mrs.  Laura  M.  Soule,  of  Lacona, 
New  York,  on  March  26,  1894.  Mr.  San- 
born is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity 
and  for  years  has  been  treasurer  of  the  Blue 
Lodge  and  Commandery,  being  also  a 
Shriner.  Mrs.  Sanborn  is  a  member  of  the 
Order  of  the  Eastern  Star. 


SMALL,  William  Boswell,  M.  D.,  of 
Waterloo,  was  born  in  the  village  of  New 
Bedford,  Lawrence  County,  Pennsylvania, 
July  9,  1862.  His  father,  William  D.  Small, 
was  a  carpenter  in  moderate  circumstances, 
and  was  married  to  his  mother,  Mary  Ros- 
anna  Smith,  March  1,  i860.  The  father  was 
killed  by  a  runaway  horse,  August  6,  1869. 
Young  William  lived  and  attended  school 
in  his  native  village  until  May,  1874,  when 
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his  mother  was  married  to  John  Duff,  and 
the  family  moved  to  a  fa;m  near  Alcdo, 
Illinois.  During  the  fall  and  winter  terms 
he  attended  the  district  school,  working 
upon  the  farm  through  spring  and  summer, 
until  the  fall  of  1879,  when  he  attended  the 
Academy  of  Aledor.  Here  he  studied  dar- 
ing the  fall  and  winter  terms  until  1883, 
when  he  graduated.  Through  the  spring 
and  summer  of  1882  he  worked  for  a 
neighboring  farmer,  John  Bell,  and  at 
the  end  of  this  time  drew  a  little 
more  than  $100.  This  was  the  first  time 
he  had  worked  away  from  home  for  any 


period  ox  time  and  the  first  considerable  sum 
of  mon-\v  he  had  earned.  Upon  leaving  the 
academy  he  taught  school  and  worked  upon 
the  farm  during  two  years.  Having  de- 
cided to  study  medicine,  the  winter  of  the 
following  year  was  spent  in  the  office  of 
David  Prince  &  Son  at  Jacksonville,  Illinois, 
and  in  attending  Illinois  College.  The  two 
succeeding  years  were  spent  at  Miama  Med- 
ical College,  Cincinnati.  During  two  more 
years  he  attended  the  Medical  Department 
of  Northwestern  University  at  Chicago, 
graduating  from  here  in  April,  1890.  The 
spring  and  summer  seasons  up  to  this  time 
had  been  devoted  to  work  on  the  farm  and 


teaching  school,  but  during  the  summer  of 
1889  he  studied  in  the  office  of  Drs.  W.  I). 
and  A.  L.  Craig  of  Aledo,  Illinois.  Through- 
out one  full  year,  he  was  first  assistant  in 
the  eye  and  ear  department  of  South  Side 
Dispensary  in  Chicago.  April  30,  1890,  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Florence  L.  Alyea,  of 
New  Boston,  Illinois,  and  in  June  of  the 
same  year  removed  to  Waterloo,  Iowa,  and 
engaged  in  general  practice  for  two  years. 
Since  that  time  his  practice  has  been  limited 
to  diseases  of  the  eye,  ear,  nose  and  throat. 
In  July,  1892,  the  doctor  was  elected  sec- 
retary of  the  Black  Hawk  County  Medical 
Society,  and  has  been  re-elected  each  year 
since.  He  has  also  been,  since  October, 
1892,  secretary  of  the  Cedar  Valley  Med- 
ical Society,  and  was  appointed  chairman  of 
the  section  of  Opthalmology  and  Otology  of 
the  Iowa  State  Medical  Society  for  1897. 
Dr.  Small  is  a  member  of  Grace  Methodist 
church,  and  is  one  of  the  official  board.  Tie 
has  always  been  a  republican,  and  is  a 
Knight  of  Pythias  and  a  member  of  the 
Royal  Arcanum. 


Soper,  C.  P.,  M.  D.,  of  Spirit  Lake,  Dick- 
inson  county,  was  born  in  Warren  county, 
New  York,  July  7,  1861.  His  birthplace 
was  near  the  romantic  and  beautiful  Lake 
George.  In  his  veins  flows  Scotch  and 
American  blood.  His  father  was  extensive- 
ly engaged  in  the  lumber  business  and  for 
twenty-two  consecutive  years  had  full 
charge  of  driving  logs  down  the  Hudson 
in  the  Adirondack  region.  He  was  a  loving 
father,  an  affectionate  husband  and  a  thor- 
ough Christian  gentleman.  He  died  May 
12,  1896.  His  wife  survived  him  and  is 
now  living  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years, 
a  strong  and  hearty  woman.  Dr.  Soper  has 
none  but  the  most  pleasant  and  loving  recol- 
lections of  his  parents  and  his  home  life.  His 
mother  was  always  able  to  preserve  her 
and  was  never  known  to  utter  a  cross  word. 
The  Soper  family  came  to  America  from 
Scotland  in  1800.  As  far  back  as  she  can 
trace,  his  mother  is  an  American.  The 
doctor  attended  the  district  school  until  he 
was  fifteen  years  of  age.  He  then  entered 
Warrensburg  Academy,  where  he  pursued  a 
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two-years'  course.  By  this  time  a  hunger 
for  an  education  was  created  and  young 
Soper  determined  not  to  stop  short.  His 
father  was  not  able  to  send  him  to  college. 
He  taught  school  for  three  years,  when  with 
the  assistance  of  his  father,  he  had  on  hand 
the  funds  sufficient  to  take  a  four  years' 
course  in  Dartmouth  Medical  College,  Han- 
over, New  Hampshire,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1882.  His  first  professional 
fee  was  earned  by  bandaging  the  injured 
ankle  of  an  old  Indian  in  the  Adirondack 
Mountains,  at  Indian  Lake,  New  York, 
where  he  began  the  practice  of  medicine. 
Not  satisfied  with  the  location  he  determined 
to  go  west.  The  field  was  more  inviting. 
He  located  at  Prairiesburg,  Iowa,  in  1884. 
From  Prairiesburg  he  removed  to  Larch" 
wood  where  he  continued  until  1889,  when 
he  removed  to  Spirit  Lake,  his  present  loca- 
tion. He  enjoys  a  large  and  lucrative  prac- 
tice. The  number  of  patients  is  large  and 
the  uncollectable  fees  small.  Besides  at- 
tending faithfully  to  a  large  general  prac- 
tice, he  has  given  particular  attention  to 
gynecological  surgery,  in  which  he  has  been 
very  successful.  Every  surgeon  may  be  a 
physician,  but  every  physician  cannot  be  a 
surgeon.     To  be  a  successful  surgeon  one 


must  be  fitted  by  organization  and  by  learn- 
ing. Dr.  Soper  possesses  this  fitness  in  an 
eminent  degree.  He  has  a  natural  taste  for 
surgery  wh^h  has  been  developed  by  exper- 
ience and  study.  His  self-control  and  nerve 
during  an  operation  are  perfect.  It  is  safe 
to  predict  that  Dr.  C.  P.  Soper  will  yet  be 
classed  among  Iowa's  greatest  physicians 
and  surgeons.  In  politics  he  is  a  republic- 
an, in  fraternity  a  Mason  of  high  degree  and 
a  shriner,  an  Odd  Fellow  and  a  member  of 
the  Iowa  Legion  of  Honor.  September  17, 
1885,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Viola  E.  Mc- 
Conkie.  Of  a  family  of  three,  Harry  D., 
aged  fourteen,  and  Blanche  M.,  aged  nine 
years,  are  living. 


SPAFFORD,  D.  E.,  of  Sac  City.  Few 
instances  of  success  achieved  through  purely 
personal  efforts  and  personal  merits  are 
more  marked  than  that  of  Mr.  D.  E.  Spaf- 
ford,  former  treasurer  of  the  county  of  Sac. 
His  parents  emigrated  to  Illinois  in  1854, 
and  settled  in  Lee  county.  His  father  en- 
listed in  the  Fifty-third  Illinois  Infantry  in 
1 86 1,  but  was  discharged  for  disability  and 
died  in  December,  1862.  The  early  educa- 
tion of  Mr.  Spafford  was  somewhat  limited 
for  in  those  days  the  schools  were  of  limited 
facilities.  Throughout  his  life,  however, 
he  has  been  an  apt  scholar  in  the  school  of 
practical  education,  which  leaves  him  at  lit" 
tie  disadvantage  with  those  who  have  been 
more  fortunate  in  early  opportunities. 

A  lover  of  farm  life  and  a  warm  advocate 
of  the  doctrine  that  every  man  should  own 
his  own  farm,  he  purchased  a  tract  of  par- 
tially improved  land  immediately  upon  his 
arrival  in  Sac  county  in  1868  and  now  has 
one  of  the  finest  improved  farms  of  three 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  the  county.  This 
was  his  home  until  he  was  elected  to  the 
office  of  treasurer  of  Sac  county  in  1895. 
He  was  re-elected  in  1897  for  a  second  term 
and  on  retiring  from  the  treasurer's  office 
engaged  in  the  real  estate,  loan  and  abstract 
business,  under  the  firm  name  of  Spafford 
&  Smith,  at  Sac  City,  at  which  he  is  now  en- 
gaged. His  first  dollar  was  earned  when 
a  boy  eight  years  of  age  by  gathering  and 
curing  herbs  for  an  old  doctor  named  Chase, 
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who  lived  near  his  home.  His  advancement 
to  the  most  honorable  position  within  the 
gift  of  his  county  has  been  attained  by  strict 
attention  to  his  own  business  in  connection 
with  a  goodly  amount  of  muscle  and  a  free 
and  unsparing  use  of  the  latter  article.  His 
business  enterprises  have  formerly  been  rel- 
ative to  farm  operations  and  the  raising  and 
shipping  of  stock.  In  these  he  has  been  quite 
successful. 

Mr.  Spafford  enlisted  in  the  civil  war  at 
Franklin  Grove,  Illinois,  August  n,  1862, 
and  served  as  a  private  until  April  27,  1863. 
On  that  date  he  was  promoted  to  be  ser- 
geant, in  which  capacity  he  served  until 
June,  1864,  when  he  was  made  first  or  or- 
derly sergeant.  When  mustered  out  in  1865 
he  was  orderly  sergeant  with  brevet  second 
lieutenancy.  He  is  a  republican  first,  last 
and  always.  His  first  presidential  ballot 
was  cast  for  Lincoln,  and  he  has  been  identi- 
fied more  or  less  with  politiccs  since  that 
time. 

Mr.  Spafford  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Sarah  J.  Eastwood  at  Lee  Center,  Illi- 
nois, on  September  12,  1862.  There  were 
born  to  them  four  children :  Daniel  E.,  Jr., 
at  present  a  resident  of  Auburn  in  Sac 
county ;  Mabel,  stenographer  for  ex-Govern- 


or Frank  D.  Jackson  during  his  incumbency 
of  office,  and  now  filling  the  same  position 
in  his  insurance  office;  Gertrude  E.,  deputy 
treasurer  of  Sac  county,  now  completing  her 
third  term,  and  Mary  I.  The  wife  and  mo- 
ther departed  this  life  on  March  9,  1894,  at 
her  home  in  Sac  township  at  the  age  of 
fortynine  years. 

Mr.  Spafford  takes  a  lively  interest  in  mil- 
itary matters.  He  at  one  time  organized  a 
company  of  the  Iowa  National  Guard  and 
received  a  commission  as  its  captain. 


SWEET,  Burton  Erwin,  of  Waverly, 
member  of  the  house  from  Bremer  county, 
is  a  young  man  who  belongs  altogether  to 
Iowa,  for  he  was  born,  reared,  educated  and 
his  professional  life  has  been  confined  to 
this  state.  His  parents,  Alpheus  E.  Sweet 
and  Isabelle  Lyon  Sweet,  came  to  Iowa  from 
Illinois  in  1867  and  settled  on  a  farm  in 
Bremer  cpunty.  Here  their  son  Burton  was 
born  December  10,  1867.  They  prospered 
on  the  farm  and  in  time  Mr.  Sweet,  Sr.,  ac- 
cumulated sufficient  capital  to  engage  in 
banking  as  well.  In  1853  Mr.  Sweet  had 
crossed  the  plains  as  captain  of  a  wagon 
train  going  to  California  in  search  of  gold, 
but  he  found  a  more  certain  avenue  to  for- 
tune in  Bremer  county,  Iowa.  Mrs.  Sweet 
was  a  school  teacher  and  she  instilled  into 
her  son  a  desire  for  an  education.  He  at- 
tended the  country  school  until  he  was  about 
ten  years  old,  when  he  went  to  the  Tripoli 
high  school  at  Tripoli,  Bremer  county,  for 
a  few  years.  For  a  short  time  he  attended 
the  State  Normal  School  at  Cedar  Falls. 
He  entered  Cornell  College  at  Mt.  Vernon 
in  1889  and  *n  J893  was  graduated  from 
that  institution.  The  same  year  he  entered 
the  law  department  of  the  State  University 
and  in  1895  was  graduated  and  admitted  to 
practice  in  the  state  and  federal  courts. 
While  at  Cornell  he  belonged  to  the  Star 
Literary  society  and  at  the  State  University 
belonged  to  the  Phi  Delta  Phi  legal  fratern- 
ity. Upon  the  completion  of  his  law  course 
he  formed  a  partnership  for  the  practice  of 
law  in  Waverly  with  Edward  A.  Sager, 
the  lrm  name  being  Sager  &  Sweet.  The 
firm  is  doing  a  large  and  profitable  business. 
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Mr.  Sweet  was  city  solicitor  of  Waverly  for 
three  years,  and  during  that  time  the  firm 
successfully  tried  an  important  case  for  the 
city  involving  all  the  water  rights  in  connec- 
tion with  the  dam  and  mill  site  at  Waverly. 
The  firm  has  also  tried  a  number  of  import- 
ant criminal  cases. 

Bremer  county  offered  little  promise  of 
personal  reward  to  a  young  republican,  for 
it  was  at  the  best  a  close  county  and  usually 
•democratic.  Nevertheless  Mr.  Sweet  was  a 
very  active,  as  well  as  earnest,  republican. 
He  was  always  counted  upon  to  help  in  cam- 
paigns, being  a  good  speaker.  In  1897  he 
was  nominated  for  the  legislature  and  after 
■a  hard  fight  was  defeated  by  a  very  small 
plurality.  He  was  chairman  of  the  republican 
county  central  committee  during  the  cam- 
paigns of  1898  and  1899,  and  in  the  cam- 
paign of  1898  the  republicans  for  the  first 
time  elected  all  their  important  county  offi- 
cers except  one.  In  1899  Mr.  Sweet  was 
again  nominated  for  the  legislature  and  was 
the  only  republican  elected  in  Bremer  county 
in  that  year.  The  democratic  majority  on 
the  head  of  the  ticket  was  153,  so  that  he 
ran  about  200  ahead  of  his  ticket.  Repre- 
sentative Sweet  earned  the  respect  and  con- 
sideration of  his  fellow  members  for  his 
clean  and  able  service  in  the  legislature.  He 


was  not  given  to  exploiting  himself  before 
the  house,  but  attended  faithfully  to  his  bus- 
iness. He  belongs  to  the  Grant  Club  in 
Des  Moines  and  is  one  of  the  coming  men 
in  Iowa  politics. 


SNAVELY,  Henry  Kandig  Heffel- 
bower,  one  of  Grundy  Center's  leading  busi- 
ness men,  is  a  son  of  Rev.  Michael  France 
Snavely,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  was 
a  minister  of  the  Church  of  God,  and  also  a 
farmer.  He  came  from  Pennsylvania  to 
Iowa  in  1849,  an^  £ve  years  later,  Novem- 
ber 13,  was  killed  in  a  railroad  accident 
near  Joliet,  Illinois.  He  married  Cather- 
ine Snively  in  1830.  Mrs.  Snavely  was  in 
the  railroad  accident  with  her  husband,  but 
escaped  with  her  life,  though  severely  scald- 
ed. She  was  married  four  years  afterward 
to  James  Chamberlin.  She  was  the  mother 
of  sixteen  children,  and  lived  to  be  seventy- 
nine  years  old. 

H.  K.  Snavely  was  born  April  1,  1847, 
en  a  farm  in  Cumberland  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania. When  two  years  old  he  came  with 
his  parents  to  Iowa,  locating  in  Penn  (now 
Madison)  township,  Johnson  county.  Here 
he  spent  his  boyhood,  and  attended  district 
school  in  the  little  old  log  school  house, 
which  had  crude,  rough  furniture,  and 
teachers  who  often  possessed  the  same  qual- 
ities. He  was  a  bright  pu*pil,  always  in 
classes  with  older  children,  and  though  per- 
mitted to  attend  school  only  during  the  win- 
ters, by  the  time  he  was  fifteen,  he  had  out- 
grown this  school,  being  farther  advanced 
than  the  average  teacher.  He  therefore 
entered  the  normal  department  of  the  State 
University  in  the  spring  of  1863,  but  did  not 
graduate,  because  in  order  to  do  so  he  must 
teach  in  the  preparatory  department,  a  thing 
he  very  much  objected  to.  Instead,  he  en- 
tered the  preparatory  department  in  1865, 
where  he  remained  a  little  over  a  year,  and 
then  pursued  studies  in  the  commercial  col- 
lege which  had  just  been  opened  there.  He 
was  the  first  to  graduate  from  this  institu- 
tion, receiving  his  diploma  in  1867,  after 
which  he  took  a  course  in  business  and  orna- 
mental penmanship  and  pen  drawing  in  J. 
Schrock's   Academy.     He   helped   pay  his 
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way  through  these  schools  by  teaching  in  the 
country.  In  the  fall  of  1869  he  went  to 
Muscatine,  where  he  took  charge  of  a  busi- 
ness college  owned  by  William  McClain, 
father  of  Chancellor  McClain.  After  three 
months  he  purchased  the  school  and  con- 
ducted it  several  years,  besides  keeping  the 
"books  and  attending  to  the  correspondence  of 
Charles  Giesler  &  Brother,  and  managing 
several  business  enterprises  of  his  own.  He 
sold  the  school  in  1878,  his  health  having 
jjiven  out,  and  in  company  with  F.  C.  Mer- 
cer, of  Chicago,  purchased  a  lumber  yard 
at  Dysart,  Iowa.  After  continuing  in  bus- 
iness here  two  years  they  removed  to  Chi- 
•cago,  where  they  remained  about  the  same 
length  of  time  and  then  dissolved  partner- 
ship, Mr.  Snavely  investing  in  another  lum- 
l>er  yard  with  his  brother,  William,  of  Ma- 
rengo, at  South  English,  Iowa.  In  1884 
they  formed  a  stock  company,  which  did  a 
thriving  business  until  the  spring  of  1892, 
when  Mr.  Snavely  closed  it  up  and  estab- 
lished himself  in  the  same  line  of  business 
at  Grundy  Center,  where  he  still  enjoys  a 
large  patronage. 

Mr.  Snavely  is  a  member  of  numerous 
civic  societies.  He  joined  the  Masons  at 
twenty-two,  and  has  taken  the  R.  A.,  Chap- 


ter and  Council  degrees.  He  is  an  active 
worker  in  the  interest  of  these  lodges,  and 
has  organized  several  new  lodges  in  Iowa. 
He  is  an  Odd  Fellow,  and  represented  his 
lodge  in  the  Grand  Encampment  held  at 
Davenport  in  October,  1897.  He  has  taken 
the  orders  of  Knighthood,  and  still  remains 
a  member  of  De  Molay  Commandery  No.  1 
of  Muscatine.  He  joined  the  United  Work- 
men in  1879,  but  kept  up  his  membership 
only  a  few  years.  He  formerly  belonged 
to  the  Baptist  church,  but  being  unable  to 
honestly  endorse  its  creed  or  that  of  any 
other  denomination,  he  withdrew,  but  has 
since  joined  the  M.  E.  church  in  Grundy 
Center.  He  has  always  been  an  enthusiastic 
republican,  his  first  admiration  for  the  party 
having  been  won  during  the  war,  when  four 
members  of  his  family  joined  the  army,  two 
of  whom  lost  their  lives. 

Mr.  Snavely  was  married  April  21,  1869, 
at  Moline,  Illinois,  to  Miss  Ellen  Adaline 
Pratt.  They  have  had  three  children :  Fred 
Pratt,  born  March  8,  1871,  who  is  a  musician 
at  Ironwood,  Michigan;  Lura  Catherine, 
who  died  in  infancy,  and  Frank  Bernard, 
born  December  1,  1882. 


SUTHERLAND,  Donald  W.,  of  Man- 
ning, is  a  native  of  Iowa  and  is  descended 
from  one  of  the  earliest  pioneers  of  the  state. 
His  father,  Ebenezer  Sutherland,  was  a 
Scotch  farmer  in  fair  circumstances  who 
moved  to  Selkirk  on  the  Red  River  of  the 
North  in  British  America  in  181 5.  In  1838 
the  superior  advantages  of  climate  and  soil 
in  Iowa  attracted  his  attention  and  he  moved 
to  this  state  and  located  upon  a  homestead  in 
Jones  county.  He  married  Sarah  Bunn  and 
they  remained  upon  the  homestead  in  Scotch 
Grove  township,  Jones  county,  during  the 
remainder  of  their  lives.  Upon  this  farm 
Donald  W.  was  born,  January  26,  1845. 
His  education  was  received  at  the  country 
schools  of  the  neighborhood  and  he  re- 
mained upon  the  farm  assisting  his  father 
until  he  was  twenty-eight  years  old. 

He  was  married  in  1873  to  Miss  Anna 
Espy  and  in  1878  moved  to  Center  Junction, 
Jones  county,  and  engaged  in  the  grain  bus- 
iness.   His  early  experience  upon  the  farm 
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bad  developed  in  him  those  habits  of  thrift 
and  Industry  which  are  of  the  greatest  value 
in  a  business  career,  and  his  first  venture  in 
business  life  was  very  successful.  In  1882 
he  felt  the  necessity  of  a  larger  field  of  oper- 
ation and  moved  to  Manning,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  the  grain  and  lumber  business.  In 
1883  he  joined  Mr.  O.  E.  Dutton  in  the 
Farmers'  and  Traders'  Bank  in  that  town 
and  became  its  president.  Under  the  effi- 
cient management  of  these  gentlemen  the 
bank  built  up  a  large  business  and  in  1885  it 
was  thought  advisable  to  make  it  a  national 
bank  under  the  name  of  the  First  National 


Bank.  Mr.  Sutherland  remained  president 
and  Mr.  O.  E.  Dutton  cashier.  Since  that 
date,  under  their  careful  and  conservative 
management,  the  business  has  prospered.  By 
his  first  wife,  Mr.  Sutherland  had  three  chil- 
dren: Lial  C,  born  1873;  Ralph  G.,  born 
1877,  and  Robert  E.,  born  1879.  His  first 
wife  died  in  1882  and  he  was  again  married 
in  1884  to  Allie  V.  Bishop.  They  have  one 
child,  Ernest  D.,  born  1887. 

Mr.  Sutherland  enlisted  in  the  Union 
army  as  a  private  in  Company  C,  Forty- 
fourth  Iowa  Infantry,  and  made  a  gallant 
record  as  a  soldier.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
G.  A.  R.  and  was  commander  of  McPherson 


Post  No.  33  for  two  years.  He  is  also  a 
Mason  and  was  Master  of  Mamal  Lodge  No. 
450  for  two  years.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  church  and  in  political  matters 
acts  with  the  republican  party. 


SWAN,  Joseph  Henry,  of  Sioux  City, 
was  one  of  the  prominent  lawyers  of  West- 
ern Iowa,  having  practiced  in  this  state  and 
in  Minnesota  for  over  forty  years — since 
1857.  Like  so  many  prominent  men  in  the 
west,  his  immediate  ancestors  were  from 
New  England,  while  those  more  remote 
came  to  America  from  England  prior  to 
1640. 

J.  H.  Swan  was  born  February  10,  1833, 
at  Sherbrooke,  Canada,  and  came  to  Ohio  in 
1835  with  his  parents.  In  185 1  he  came  to 
Minnesota,  locating  at  Le  Sueur,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  1857.  He  remained 
in  Minnesota  twenty  years.  In  1871  he  came 
to  Iowa  and  settled  at  Sioux  City,  where  he 
lived  until  his  death,  December  5,  1899. 
Things  looked  rather  precarious  to  him 
when  he  landed  in  Sioux  City,  for  the  grass- 
hoppers were  here  in  full  force  and  clients 
were  none  too  numerous.  But  he  soon  was 
well  established  and  enjoyed  a  good  prac- 
tice until  his  death.  In  1884  he  took 
his  son,  Charles  M.,  into  the  business. 
The  firm  became  Swan,  Lawrence  & 
Swan,  Hon.  J.  S.  Lawrence  having  become 
a  partner  in  1892. 

Mr.  Swan  enlisted  at  Le  Sueur,  Minne- 
sota, October  11,  1861,  in  Company  I,  of 
the  Third  Minnesota  Infantry.  During  1862 
he  was  in  Minnesota,  when  the  great  Indian 
outbreak  occurred  there,  and  was  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Birch  Coolie.  He  also  took  part  in 
the  engagements  at  Vicksburg,  Little  Rock, 
Fitshugh's  Woods  and  Pine  Bluff,  Arkansas. 
He  was  mustered  out  as  Captain,  December 
31,  1864. 

Mr.  Swan  belonged  to  the  Iowa  Command- 
ery  of  the  Military  Order  of  the  Loyal 
Legion.  He  was  not  identified  with  any  civic 
societies.  He  was  a  clerk  of  the  courts  and 
register  of  deeds  in  LeSueur  county,  Minne- 
sota, from  1855  to  1 86 1,  and  was  a  member 
of  the  Minnesota  Constitutional  Convention 
in  1857. 
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Mr.  Swan  was  married  February  9,  1858, 
to  Miss  Maria  Acker.  They  had  four  chil- 
dren. 

The  death  of  Captain  Swan  occurred  in 
Sioux  City,  December  5,  1899.  The  Iowa 
Commandery  of  the  Loyal  Legion  adopted 
a  memorial  prepared  by  Companions  R.  J. 
Chase,  T.  P.  Gere  and  J.  S.  Lothrop.  From 
this  memorial  the  following  extracts  are 
taken : 

"He  entered  the  military  service  as  first 
lieutenant  of  Company  I,  Third  Minnesota 
Volunteer  Infantry,  October  12,  1861.  He 
served   under   General   Buel   in  Tennessee 


from  November,  1861,  until  his  regiment 
was  ordered  back  to  Minnesota  in  August, 
1862,  to  suppress  the  Sioux  Indian  revolt,, 
which  had  broken  out  with  bloody  conse- 
quences. The  campaign  was  active,  ex- 
tremely hazardous,  and,  after  several  en- 
gagements, completely  successful.  Lieuten- 
ant Swan  won  a  high  reputation  for  skill 
and  bravery,  notably  at  the  battle  of  Birch 
Coolie,  where,  with  the  exception  of  the  Cus- 
ter massacre,  was  fought  the  most  sanguin- 
ary battle  in  Indian  warfare.  Lieutenant 
Swan  engaged  in  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy 
into  Dakota,  marching  two  hundred  miles  in 
eight  days,  capturing  over  two  hundred,  in- 


cluding many  who  participated  in  the  massa- 
cre. He  was  then  placed  by  General  Sibley 
in  command  of  a  mounted  force  which  swept 
over  the  hostile  region,  burying  the  dead  set- 
tlers and  clearing  up  the  situation.  *  *  * 
As  a  soldier  he  is  described  by  his  comrades 
as  without  fear  and  ever  ready  to  perform 
his  full  duty." 


STEWART,  Albert  Gallatin,  is  a 
prominent  attorney  of  Waukon;  was  also  a 
soldier  in  the  Spanish-American  war,  hav- 
ing served  as  captain  of  Company  I,  Forty- 
ninth  Regiment,  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry, 
from  the  opening  of  the  war  till  May  13, 
1899,  when  he  was  mustered  out* with  the 
regiment  and  honorably  discharged.  He 
was  connected  with  the  Iowa  National  Guard 
almost  continuously  from  1878  to  the  time 
of  volunteering  in  the  United  States  service 
in  April,  1898.  He  entered  the  state  service 
in  1878,  as  a  private,  was  soon  promoted  to 
corporal,  and  then  sergeant,  and  at  the  end 
of  the  first  three  years'  service,  immediately 
re-enlisted  as  a  private,  and  in  a  few  days 
was  elected  captain  of  the  company  and  com- 
missioned by  the  governor,  continued  as  cap- 
tain till  November  28,  1885,  when  he  was 
elected  and  commissioned  as  colonel  of  the 
regiment,  it  being  the  Fourth  Regiment, 
Iowa  National  Guard.  He  served  one  term 
of  five  years,  when  he  was  unanimously  re- 
elected for  another  term  and  served  two 
years,  when  he  resigned  and  was  placed  on 
the  retired  list  with  the  rank  of  colonel,  be- 
cause of  more  than  ten  years  of  continuous 
service  as  an  officer  in  the  Iowa  National 
Guard,  as  per  General  Order  No.  52.  He 
was  born  on  a  farm  near  Albany,  Green 
County,  Wisconsin,  March  1,  1854,  where 
he  remained  till  of  age,  working  on  the  farm, 
attending  country  school  and  later  teaching 
school  and  attending  higher  schools  in  neigh- 
boring towns,  paying  his  expenses  with  his 
school  wages.  In  1875  he  came  to  Waukon 
and  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of 
H.  H.  Stillwell,  under  the  instruction  of  that 
gentleman  and  Hon.  Charles  T.  Granger, 
late  judge  of  the  Iowa  Supreme  Court, 
and  was  admitted  to  practice  in  1876.  He 
then  taught  school  in  his  old  home  in  Wis- 
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consin  one  winter  to  replenish  his  depleted 
exchequer.  In  1877  ^e  formed  a  partner- 
ship with  C.  S.  Stillwell,  and  commenced 
the  active  practice  of  law  in  Waukon.  This 
partnership  continued  for  one  year,  when 
Stewart  succeeded  to  the  business  and  prac- 
ticed alone  till  1887,  when  a  partnership 
was  formed  with  his  old  instructor,  H.  H. 
Stillwell,  which  partnership  continued  till 
Mr.  Stewart  volunteered  in  the  Spanish- 
American  war.  The  firm  of  Stillwell  & 
Stewart  had  what  was  admittedly  the  largest 
practice  in  the  county,  both  men  being  very 
strong  as  advisors  and  advocates.  They  got 
a  part  of  all  important  business  in  that  sec- 
tion. Mr.  Stewart  gained  quite  a  reputation 
also  as  a  public  speaker  on  political  and 
other  subjects.  He  was  born  and  raised  a 
democrat,  as  was  a  necessity  almost,  de- 
scending from  an  old  Virginia  ancestry. 
After  reaching  his  majority,  he  became  a  re- 
publican from  conviction,  and  cast  his  first 
vote  for  the  republican  candidate  for  pres- 
ident in  1876.  Since  1876  he  has  taken  an 
active  part  in  local,  district  and  state  politics. 
He  has  been  president  of  the  Waukon  Bus- 
iness Men's  Social  Club  for  years  till  the 
present  time;  Past  Chancellor  of  Bayard 
Lodge  No.    121,   Knights  of  Pythias  and 


District  Deputy  G.  C.  of  that  order;  Past 
Master  of  Waukon  Lodge  No.  154,  A.  F. 
&  A  M. ;  High  Priest  of  Markwell  Chapter 
No.  30,  R.  A.  M.,  since  1891.     He  is  a 
Knight  Templar  in  Beausant  Commandery 
No.  12,  a  Noble  of  the  Mystic  Shrine  and  a 
member  of  other  fraternal  and  beneficiary 
societies,  as  well  as  some  of  the  new  organ- 
izations formed  among  the  participants  in 
the  Spanish-American  war,  and  the  Iowa 
State  Bar  Association.    He  is  not  affiliated 
with  any  church.    He  was  married  Decem- 
ber 10,  1878,  to  May  I.  Stone,  daughter  of 
Martin  Stone,  and  a  true  descendant  of  some 
of  the   "Green   Mountain  Boys,"   through 
father  and  mother.    She  died  April  14,  1887. 
Their  children  were:  Albert  Martin,  born 
March  1,  1879;  Warren  Wayne,  born  Janu- 
ary 15,  1881,  and  Lisle  May,  born  April  30, 
1883.    The  second,  Warren  Wayne,  died  in 
August,  1890.     The  oldest,  Albert  M.,  be- 
came a  member  of  the  Iowa  National  Guard 
at  sixteen,  joining  Company  I  of  the  First 
Regiment,  his   father's  old  company.     He 
graduated  from  the  high  school  at  seven- 
teen, and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  he  responded 
to  the  call  for  volunteers  for  the  war  with 
Spain,  and  was  mustered  into  the  service  as 
sergeant,   Company  I,  of  the   Forty-ninth 
Iowa.     He  died  August  25,  1898,  at  Jack- 
sonville, Florida,  the  second  victim  in  the 
regiment,  and  the  first  in  his  company  to 
that  terrible  scourge  of  typho-malarial  fever, 
which  decimated  the  ranks  of  the  whole  army 
corps  in  the  summer  and  fall  of  1898.    He 
had  attained  to  no  inconsiderable  distinction 
and  notice  for  his  military  spirit,  noble  char- 
acter and  soldierly  bearing,  before  he  suc- 
cumbed to  the  foe  that  he  could  not  meet  in 
battle  array,  as  he  had  hoped  to  meet  the 
Spaniard. 

Col.  Stewart's  father,  Thomas  Stewart, 
was  born  in  Virginia,  June  5,  1800.  He  was 
a  great  traveler  in  early  life,  finely  educated, 
and  later  was  steamboat  captain  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi and  Ohio  rivers,  and  finally,  in  1842, 
became  a  pioneer  in  Green  County,  Wiscon- 
sin. His  father  was  Daniel  Stewart,  a  cap- 
tain in  the  War  of  181 2,  who  was  in  turn 
the  son  of  Charles  Stewart,  a  colonel  in  the 
Continental  army  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 
The  father  of  the  latter  was  Captain  Charles 
Stewart  of  the  old  colony  of  Virginia,  and 
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took  part  in  the  French  and  Indian  war  of 
his  day.  Through  him  the  family  claims 
descent  from  Sir  Andrew  Stewart  of  Scot- 
land, the  founder  of  the  family  in  America. 
He  settled  in  this  country  near  where  the 
city  of  Washington  now  stands  about  the 
year  1650. 


STEELE,  William  H.,  formerly  of  For- 
est City,  now  a  resident  of  Hastings,  Neb., 
was  born  in  Boston,  Mass.,  August  27,  1852. 
His  father,  Joseph  Steele,  was  a  native  of 


Hampshire  County,  England,  and  followed 
the  sea  in  early  life,  often  sailing  to  Halifax 
and  Boston  on  vessels  engaged  in  the  lum- 
ber trade.  He  finally  got  a  position  in 
Steam's  ship-yard  in  Boston.  While  living 
in  Boston  he  married  Mary  Ann  Powers, 
who  was  born  in  Kilkenny  County,  Ireland. 
In  1 8156  they  moved  to  Iowa  and  settled  on 
a  farm  in  Delaware  county.  Their  son,  Wil- 
liam H.,  was  but  four  years  of  age  when  his 
parents  came  west.  His  boyhood  was  spent 
on  a  prairie  farm  until  1861,  when  the  fam- 
ily moved  into  Manchester.  His  first  school 
experience,  when  but  five  years  old,  was  in 
a  log  school  house  in  the  dense  forests  near 


Mount  Hope  P.  O.,  Delaware  county.    At. 
Manchester  he  found  a  better  school,  and  for 
many  years  as  the  population  of  the  village 
increased    the   school    kept   pace    with    its, 
growth,  until  a  fine  graded  school  in  a  nine- 
room  brick  building  took  the  place  of  the  one- 
room  house  in  which  he  began  his  studies. 
He  closed  his  school  life  in  the  high  school 
under  Prof.  Jonathan  Piper  in  1868.     InA 
November,  1869,  he  obtained  a  position  in 
the  dental  office  of  Dr.  F.  G.  Slate  and  ob- 
tained a  good  practical  knowledge  of  the 
profession.    In  the  fall  of  1872  he  purchased, 
a  few  instruments  and  visited  small  town&  in. 
a  circuit  in  Delaware,  Linn  and  Buchanan, 
counties,  gradually  securing  a  liberal  amount 
of  business.     In  the  fall  of  that  year  he 
traveled  with  Prof.  Bronson,  doing  his  ad' 
vertising  and  practicing  his  profession  at  in- 
tervals.   For  several  years  he  gave  close  at- 
tention to  study  and  practice  and  by  hard 
work,   in  time   acquired   a   very   thorough 
knowledge  of  the  profession  which  he  had 
been  unable  to  procure  in  the  best  dental 
schools  at  the  start  for  the  lack  of  means, 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  such  an  education. 
By  devoting  his  best  thought  and  investiga-* 
tion  to  the  profession  as  the  years  passed  by,. 
Dr.   Steele   has   been  able   to  make  many 
valuable  inventions  and  improvements  in  im- 
plements and  methods.     He  has  been  an  in- 
telligent   contributor    to    dental    journals,, 
dental  society  meetings  and  periodicals  on 
out-door  sports  and  recreations.     He  has. 
written  two  books  on  dentistry  of  three  hun- 
dred pages  each.    "Useful  Hints"  is  the  title 
of  one  of  these  publications,  which  has  re- 
ceived the  approval  of  the  dental  press  and 
profession  generally  and  has  had  a  very  large- 
sale  both  in  this  country  and  Europe.    The- 
second  volume  of  this  work  has  just  been 
completed  and  is  finely  illustrated.    The  stu- 
dent and  graduate  will  find  in  these  volumes, 
most  valuable  information  and  the  solution 
of  many  knotty  problems,  as  they  are  the  re- 
sult of  twenty-five  years  of  hard  work  and 
investigation  along  practical  lines.    Among 
some  of  the  inventions   and    improvements 
made  by  Dr.  Steele  might  be  mentioned :  a 
combined    rubber-dam    punch    and    point-- 
pliers,  flexible  disks,  n^trice,  cement  slab,, 
polishing  mandrell,  papier-mache  molds,  for- 
casting    metal    dies,    polishing    materials,. 
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method  of  casting  hollow  metal  dies  for 
vulcanite  work  and  many  other  methods. 

Dr.  Steele  was  married  May  27,  1879,  to 
Miss  Etta  Maud  Colyer  of  Hopkinton.  They 
first  settled  at  Cascade,  where  the  doctor 
carried  on  his  business  successfully  for  sev- 
eral years  until  his  health  failed.  After  a 
season  of  travel  he  was  again  able  to  return 
to  practice,  settling  at  Belmond.  In  the  fall 
of  1886  he  removed  to  Forest  City,  where 
he  resided  until  his  recent  removal  to  Hast- 
ings, Nebraska.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Con- 
gregational church,  and  also  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity  and  of  the  Order  of  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America.  He  was  the  origin- 
ator of  the  Northern  Iowa  Dental  Society 
and  its  first  president,  and  is  a  member  of 
the  State  Dental  Society.  Mrs.  Steele  took 
great  interest  in  her  husband's  literary  work 
and  rendered  him  valuable  assistance  in  pre- 
paring his  books  for  publication.  She  died 
June  26,  1899,  leaving  the  doctor  alone  in 
the  world.  He  greatly  misses  her  assistance 
in  revising  his  books.  The  following  Sep- 
tember he  sold  his  practice  and  retired  after 
thirty  years  of  active  practice,  to  devote  his 
time  to  writing  for  magazines,  papers  and 
dental  journals. 

Politically,  Dr.  Steele  is  an  independent 
republican,  and  always  reads  both  sides  in 
every  political  contest,  voting  in  accordance 
with  what  his  judgment  determines  to  be 
right,  and  for  the  best  interests  of  the  pub- 
lic. The  doctor  has  always  been  a  great 
lover  of  shooting,  fishing  and  all  out-door 
sports,  and  when  worn  out  from  overwork 
or  study,  has  resorted  to  the  woods  and 
streams  instead  of  a  sanitarium  to  recuperate 
and  build  up. 


SMITH,  Professor  Charles  Edward, 
A.  B.,  was  born  at  123  Woodland  Avenue, 
south,  in  the  city  of  Burlington,  Iowa,  on 
June  30,  1858.  In  a  fine  home,  surrounded 
by  nearly  every  comfort,  the  years  of  his 
youth  were  passed.  His  father^  the  late 
George  Franklin  Smith,  was  born  near 
White  Hall,  Illinois,  December  7,  1828.  He 
was  one  of  the  very  earliest  settlers  in  Iowa, 
coming  to  Burlington  when  a  mere  lad,  in 


August,  1833,  with  his  father,  Major  Jere- 
miah Smith,  Jr.,  who  took  up  a  claim,  a  por- 
tion of  which — Smith's  addition — still  forms 
a  prominent  part  of  Burlington.  The  maiden 
name  of  Professor  Smith's  mother  was  Miss 
Mary  Ellen  Paddock.  She  was  born  in 
Woodstock,  Vermont,  May  22 ,  1834.  She 
is  the  daughter  of  the  late  Ormond  Paddock, 
Esq.,  of  Darlington,  Wisconsin.  Mr.  Pad- 
dock removed  from  Vermont  to  a  place  near 
Mineral  Point,  Wisconsin,  in  June,  1837, 
where  he  established  a  trading  post  and  dealt 
with  the  Indians.  On  October  22^  1855, 
Miss  Paddock  was  married  to  the  late 
George  Franklin  Smith,  whom  she  survives. 
Professor  Smith's  paternal  grandfather, 
the  late  Major  Jeremiah  Smith,  Jr.,  was 
commissioned  a  major  in  the  Black  Hawk 
war  in  1832.  By  an  act  of  congress  in  1836, 
what  is  now  called  Iowa  was  united  with 
the  Wisconsin  Territory.  The  United  States 
government  offered  to  make  Burlington  the 
capital  of  the  Territory  if  some  one  would 
erect  a  suitable  building  which  would  be 
leased  for  a  term  of  years  or  would  be  event- 
ually purchased  by  the  government.  From 
his  own  private  funds  Major  Smith  erected 
Iowa's  first  capitol  building,  near  the  bank 
of  the  Mississippi  River,  and  the  United 
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States  government,  to  this  day,  has  never 
fulfilled  its  promise  to  reimburse  him  or  his 
heirs. 

Professor  Smith  was  educated  in  the  Burl- 
ington public  schools,  graduating  from  the 
high  school  on  June  15,  1876.  He  subse- 
quently completed  a  course  in  the  Burling- 
ton University,  an  institution  founded  in 
1852.  In  this  school  he  held  the  honors  of 
his  class  in  science  and  mathematics.  After 
the  completion  of  a  normal  course,  he  en- 
gaged in  the  work  of  teaching.  Beginning 
with  a  country  school,he  quickly  rose  to  a 
high  school  principalship  and  city  superin- 
tendency  of  public  schools.  He  has  filled 
very  creditably  several  high  positions  in  edu- 
cational work  in  Iowa  and  Illinois.  In  all 
his  schools  he  has  been  very  popular  with 
both  pupils  and  patrons.  For  several  years 
he  was  superintendent  of  the  public  schools 
of  Oelwein,  where  his  excellent  work  was 
highly  appreciated.  Professor  Smith  has 
had  flattering  offers  in  several  large  cities  in 
other  states,  but  he  has  declined  them,  pre- 
ferring to  remain  in  his  native  state,  devot- 
ing his  life  to  the  public  school  work  on 
which  his  mind  is  centered.  He  is  the  author 
of  several  courses  of  study  for  public 
schools,  and  contributes  largely  to  school 
journals  all  over  the  country.  As  an  edu- 
cator he  ranks  as  one  of  the  leaders  in  Iowa. 
He  is  the  author  of  several  musical  composi- 
tions. His  "Orchard  City  Waltz" — a  most 
beautiful  piano  solo  with  violin  obligato — 
has  brought  him  much  fame  as  a  musical 
composer. 

For  a  number  of  years  he  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  Excelsior  Lodge  No.  268,  I.  O.  O.  F., 
and  also  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  Amer- 
ica, Camp  No.  6088,  in  Burlington.  In 
church  preference  he  is  an  Episcopalian,  be- 
ing a  devoted  member  of  Christ  Episcopal 
church  of  Burlington.  Professor  Smith  is 
unmarried.  He  spends  his  vacations  in  Burl- 
ington with  his  widowed  mother,  to  whom 
he  is  most  devotedly  attached. 


SEERLEY,  John  J.,  of  Burlington,  ex- 
congressman  and  among  the  leading  mem- 
bers of  the  Iowa  bar,  is  familiarly  and  fa- 
vorably known  throughout  the  state.     He 

29 


was  born  at  Toulon,  Illinois,  March  13, 
1852.  His  parents  were  Thomas  Seerley,  re- 
tired farmer,  and  Louisa  A.  Seerley,  nee 
Smith.  His  parents  came  to  Iowa  in  1854 
and  purchased  a  farm  near  South  English, 
Keokuk  county.  His  ancestors  on  both  sides 
were  among  the  early  settlers  of  Virginia 
and  Maryland.  In  1869  he  entered  the  State 
University  of  Iowa,  having  prior  to  that 
time  attended  the  country  district  school. 
He  graduated  from  the  university  in  1875 
with  the  degree  of  A.  B.  and  in  1877  with 
the  degree  of  L.  L.  B.  He  was  principal  of  the 
high  school  at  Iowa  City  in  1876.  He  com- 
menced the  practice  of  law  at  Burlington, 
November  19,  1877,  and  has  lived  there  con- 
tinuously since  that  time.  In  1885  he  formed 
a  law  partnership  with  C.  C.  Clark,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Seerley  &  Clark,  which 
partnership  still  continues.  He  was  married 
on  September  17,  1879,  to  Elizabeth  L. 
Clark.  They  have  two  daughters,  Florence 
and  Hazel. 

Mr.  Seerley  is  a  strong  democrat.  In  1880 
he  was  nominated  for  congress  by  the  demo- 
crats of  the  First  district  and  was  defeated 
by  the  Hon.  John  H.  Gear.  In  1890  he  was 
again  nominated  and  was  elected,  the  oppos- 
ing candidate  again  being  Mr.  Gear.     In 
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1892  he  was  again  nominated  and  defeated 
by  Mr.  Gear.  Mr.  Seerley  gained  a  national 
reputation  as  a  campaigner  in  these  close 
contests.  His  specialty  was  the  tariff,  which 
he  mastered  in  detail  and  could  handle  with 
tellinjr  effect  on  the  stump.  In  congress  he 
took  an  active  part  in  the  consideration  of 
the  tariff  and  other  legislation.  He  secured 
the  passage  through  the  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  bill  making  the  affidavit  of  a 
private  soldier  equal  to  that  of  an  officer  in 
applications  for  pension. 

As  a  lawyer  Mr.  Seerley  has  been  very 
successful,  as  the  reports  of  the  supreme 
court  will  show.  He  was  solicitor  of  the 
city  of  Burlington  for  ten  years  and  in  his 
private  practice  has  been  engaged  in  much 
of  the  important  litigation  of  southeastern 
IoWa.  He  is  an  active  member  of  the 
Masouic  Society,  having  been  High  Priest 
of  Iowa  Chapter  No.  1  for  four  years,  and 
is  now  serving  his  second  year  as  Com- 
mander of  St.  Omer  Commandery.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Congregational  church. 


SAMPSON,  Dr.  Frank  Ernest,  of 
Creston,  is  another  of  Iowa's  progressive 
citizens  who  was  born  within  her  borders 
and  grew  up  there  to  take  his  place  among 
those  who  are  doing  so  much  to  make  Iowa 
what  she  is  today.  He  is  a  physician.  Dr. 
Sampson  is  the  son  of  Carlos  E.  Sampson, 
who  was  a  merchant  and  settled  in  Iowa  in 
the  year  i860,  coming  from  Ohio.  His 
mother's  maiden  name  was  Sarah  E.  Bunce. 
Dr.  Sampson  was  born  in  Middle  River, 
Madison  County,  June  3,  1866.  He  attended 
the  public  school  at  Winterset,  where  he  laid 
the  foundation  of  a  substantial  education, 
and  later  attended  the  high  school  at  Green- 
field. He  entered  upon  a  collegiate  course 
at  the  Iowa  State  University,  but  this  he  did 
not  finish,  leaving  the  university  to  enter 
Rush  Medical  College,  Chicago.  He  grad- 
uated from  that  institution  in  1891  and  dur- 
ing 1892  he  attended  the  Chicago  Polyclinic. 
After  leaving  Chicago  he  located  in  Green- 
field, Iowa,  where  he  continued  the  general 
practice  of  medicine  for  two  years.  He  then 
began  a  special  course  of  study  in  diseases 
of  the  eye,  ear,  nose  and  throat.   After  com- 


pleting this  course  he  located  in  Creston,  his 
present  field  of  work.  His  practice  is  now 
limited  to  the  special  lines  for  which  he  had 
prepared  himself  and  his  knowledge  of 
which  was  later  on  to  be  further  enlarged. 
In  1895  he  went  to  New  York  and  Philadel- 
phia, where  he  received  instruction  in 
Opthalmology,  Otology,  Pathology  and 
Bacteriology.  After  completing  this  course 
he  returned  to  Creston,  where  he  is  now  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  his  profession.  He 
has  been  a  frequent  contributor  to  medical 
journals  and  takes  great  interest  in  the  wrork 
of  the  different  medical  associations.  He 
was  a  member  during  the  Harrison  admin- 
istration of  the  board  of  pension  examiners 
at  Greenfield,  and  in  March,  1895,  was  ap- 
pointed special  eye  and  ear  examiner  for  the 
United  States  Pension  Bureau,  which  posi- 
tion he  still  holds.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Southwestern  Iowa  Medical  Association, 
Missouri  Valley  Medical  Association,  Iowa 
State  Medical  Society,  American  Medical 
Association,  et  al.  Politically  the  doctor  is 
a  republican. 

Doctor  Sampson  was  married  June  8, 
1892,  to  Eldora  Hill,  of  Monroe,  Iowa.  They 
have  two  children,  twins:  Carl  Edgar  and 
Pearl  Marie,  born  January  15,  1895. 
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STEWART,  John  R.,  is  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial citizens  of  Reinbeck,  Grundy  county, 
where  he  has  lived  since  1877.  He  is  the 
son  of  James  Stewart,  a  well-to-do  farmer 
in  Perthshire,  Scotland,  who  left  his  farm, 
engaged  in  business,  lost  his  fortune  and  in 
1865  emigrated  to  this  country  with  his  wife, 
Jessie  Rogers  Stewart,  and  eight  children. 
They  settled  on  a  farm  in  Clinton  county  to 
begin  life's  battles  anew.  His  only  capital 
at  this  time  was  a  good  physical  constitution 
and  a  willingness  to  work.  Here  by  patient 
industry,  economy  and  good  management 
he  accumulated  a  small  fortune  and  in  1874 


moved  to  Tama  county,  where  the  family, 
with  the  exception  of  the  father,  who  is  dead, 
reside  today,  and  all  are  in  comfortable  cir- 
cumstances, owning  a  large  tract  of  land. 

John  R.  Stewart  was  born  in  Perth,  Scot- 
land, October  21,  1852.  He  attended  school 
in  this  place  until  he  was  eleven  years  old, 
when  he  emigrated  with  his  father's  family 
to  Clinton  county,  Iowa.  For  a  few  years 
he  worked  on  a  farm,  doing  a  man's  work 
during  the  farming  season  and  going  to 
school  in  the  winter.  He  attended  Cornell 
College  in  Mt.  Vernon  for  three  years, 
taught  school  for  three  years  and  worked  on 
his  father's  farm  in  Tama  county  after  the 


family  moved  there  and  taught  school  in 
the  winter  time,  in  which  he  was  quite  suc- 
cessful. When  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rap- 
ids &  Northern  Railroad  was  built  to  Rein- 
beck  in  1877  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
I.  Lawson  and  shipped  the  first  lumber  and 
coal  into  that  town.  They  started  in  with  a 
capital  of  only  $300,  as  Mr.  Stewart  had 
given  his  time  previously  to  his  father.  On 
this  borrowed  capital  they  prospered.  In  a 
year  the  firm  changed,  Peter  D.  Moeller 
succeeding  Mr.  Lawson,  and  this  firm  is  do- 
ing business  today.  They  have  added  a 
grain  business  in  addition  to  lumber  and  coal 
and  have  a  branch  house  at  Hudson,  Iowa. 
The  business  has  been  steadily  successful 
and  the  firm  has  had  a  large  share  in  the 
building  up  of  Grundy  county.  Mr.  Stewart 
has  always  been  identified  with  the  repub- 
lican party  and  during  the  1896  presidential 
campaign  was  president  of  the  McKinley 
and  Hobart  Club  of  Reinbeck,  and  was  very 
active  in  the  campaign,  which  changed  the 
vote  in  the  town  from  sixty  democratic  to 
a  small  republican  majority.  This  was  the 
first  time  the  town  had  ever  given  a  repub- 
lican majority.  Mr.  Stewart  has  been  too 
actively  engaged  in  business  to  seek  office 
for  himself.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
and  Odd  Fellows  orders  and  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  church  in 
Reinbeck  since  its  organization  in  1877.  He 
was  ordained  as  deacon  in  1882  and  has  been 
superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school  for  fif- 
teen years,  during  which  time  he  has  not 
missed  more  than  one  Sunday  in  a  year. 
The  Sunday  school  is  said  to  be  the  largest 
in  any  town  the  size  of  Reinbeck  in  the  state. 
Mr.  Stewart  has  also  been  active  in  other 
church  work  and  in  local  benevolences.  He 
was  married  in  1880  to  Miss  May  Atwood, 
daughter  of  Henry  B.  and  Henrietta  At- 
wood, of  Clinton  county.  Five  children 
have  been  born  to  them :  John  Howard,  born 
March  24,  1890;  Carrie,  born  June  27 f  1881 ; 
Nellie,  born  July  8,  1895,  now  'iv*ng>  and 
Grace  and  Henry  James,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy. 


SIMS,  Jacob,  of  Council  Bluffs,  lawyer, 
writer  and  educator,  was  born  at  Dodge- 
ville,   Iowa  county,   Wisconsin,   November 
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30,  1850.  He  entered  Lawrence  University 
at  Appleton,  Wisconsin,  at  the  age  of  eight- 
een, spent  one  year  in  the  preparatory  de- 
partment and  then  took  the  full  four  years' 
classical  course,  graduating  with  the  highest 
honors  of  his  class  in  1874.  During  his 
junior  year  at  this  institution  he  won  the 
president's  prize  for  excellence  in  English 
composition. 

For  one  year  following  graduation  he  was 
principal  of  the  public  schools  at  Oconto, 
Wisconsin.  During  the  summer  and  fall  of 
1875  he  was  on  the  editorial  staff  of  a  Mil- 
waukee newspaper,  then  went  to  Minneap- 


olis, Minnesota,  where  he  edited  and  pub- 
lished "The  Citizen"  until  the  spring  of 
1878.  The  Citizen  was  a  weekly  family 
paper  of  general  circulation  throughout  the 
state.  In  April,  1878,  he  began  the  study  of 
law  in  the  office  of  Montgomery  &  Scott  at 
Council  Bluffs,  and  in  January,  1879,  was 
admitted  to  the  bar,  since  which  time  he  has 
been  in  the  general  practice.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  Stone  &  Sims  from  No- 
vember, 1886,  to  the  summer  of  1890,  the 
firm  being  composed  of  Hon.  John  Y.  Stone 
and  himself,  at  which  time  he  formed  a  part- 
nership with  C.  G.  Saunders,  which  con- 
tinued  until   the   fall  of    1892,   when   Mr. 


Saunders  was  succeeded  by  W.  E.  Bain- 
bridge,  the  firm  continuing  under  the  name 
of  Sims  &  Bainbridge.  Mr.  Sims  has  a 
most  excellent  standing  in  the  profession, 
gained  by  honorable  methods  before  the  bar, 
courteous  and  fair  treatment  of  his  brother 
lawyers,  diligence  in  his  studies  and  faithful 
attention  to  his  business.  He  is  strong  and 
clear  in  argument  before  court  or  jury  and 
has  no  superior  as  a  trial  lawyer  in  Western 
Iowa.  He  affiliates  with  the  republican 
party,  and,  though  an  enthusiastic  worker, 
has  never  held  political  office.  Because  of 
his  experience  and  well-known  fitness  he  was 
elected  to  a  place  on  the  school  board  of 
Council  Bluffs  in  March,  1897.  He  is  a 
Mason  and  member  of  the  Iowa  State  Bar 
Association ;  member  of  the  Broadway  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  church  and  superintendent 
of  the  Sunday  school  of  that  denomination 
in  his  home  city.  On  January  1 1,  1887,  Mr. 
Sims  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Anna  H.  Squire,  who  prior  thereto  was  a 
successful  teacher  for  a  number  of  years  in 
the  Council  Bluffs  high  school.  Mrs.  Sims 
is  a  daughter  of  the  late  Daniel  Squire  of 
Ottumwa,  Iowa,  who  died  in  February, 
1890.  Mrs.  Sims  was  born  and  educated  in 
Rockford,  Illinois.  Her  mother  is  still  a 
resident  of  Ottumwa.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sims 
have  five  children :  James  Daniel,  Mariana, 
Katharine,  Marjorie  and  John  Alan  Sims. 

James  Sims,  the  father  of  this  subject,  is 
a  native  of  England,  coming  to  this  country 
in  1845.  For  thirty-six  years  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Wisconsin  and  West  Wisconsin 
Methodist  conferences.  He  came  to  Coun- 
cil Bluffs  in  1890  to  be  near  some  of  his 
children,  and  is  still  engaged  in  the  ministry. 
His  wife  before  marriage  was  Ann  Harris. 
She  also  is  a  native  of  England,  but  came  to 
this  country  in  1847.  She  is  still  living. 
Her  eldest  brother,  John  Harris,  made  quite 
a  name  for  himself  as  a  writer  in  England, 
winning  at  one  time  the  Shakspeare  prize 
offered  by  Queen  Victoria.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Sims  celebrated  their  golden  wedding  at 
Council  Bluffs,  June  24,  1897. 


SPRAGUE,  Damon  Noble,  of  Wapello, 
is  one  of  the  oldest  attorneys  in  Iowa,  hav- 
ing practiced  in  the  state  since  1855,  now 
over  forty-six  years.    He  has  a  wide  repu- 
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tation  as  a  thorough  student  and  a  most  con- 
vincing speaker.  His  ancestors  were  of  the 
Puritanic  type,  and  settled  in  Rhode  Island 
early  in  the  eighteenth  century.  Many  of 
them  took  part  in  the  Colonial  and  Revo- 
lutionary wars,  one  losing  his  life  at  the  bat- 
tle 6f  Bunker  Hill.  Mr.  Sprague's  father, 
Jenks  S.  Sprague,  was  a  physician  of  high 
rank.  At  one  time  he  was  president  of  the 
New  York  State  Medical  Association,  and 
he  belonged  to  the  national  association  and 
other  similar  organizations.  Mr.  Sprague's 
mother,  Prudence  Noble,  was  the  daughter 
of  a  merchant.    Dr.  Sprague  died  in  1879  at 


the  age  of  seventy-eight  years,  and  his  wife 
in  1880,  aged  seventy-eight  years.  , 

D.  N.  Sprague  was  born  March  21,  1832, 
at  Exeter,  a  few  miles  from  Cooperstown, 
New  York.  He  grew  up  in  the  midst  of  the 
delightful  scenery  of  that  section  of  the 
country,  among  rustic  pastimes,  fishing  and 
swimming  in  the  beautiful  Schuyler  Lake. 
He  attended  the  common  schools,  where  he 
mastered  the  old  Colburn  arithmetic,  which 
taught  him  to  think,  as  well  as  to  "cipher." 
At  seventeen  he  began  teaching  school  and 
boarding  around  with  his  scholars,  thus 
helping  to  pay  his  way  through  college  and 
acquire  practical  knowledge.     He  attended 


Hartwick  Seminary,  situated  in  the  beautiful 
Susquehanna  valley,  four  miles  south  of 
Cooperstown,  and  the  Delaware  Collegiate 
Institute,  securing  a  good  understanding  of 
the  classics  and  of  mathematics,  although  he 
did  not  remain  at  either  institution  long 
enough  to  graduate.  He  began  the  study 
of  law  in  the  officer  of  Spencer  &  Kernan 
at  Utica,  New  York,  enjoying  the  use  of 
their  valuable  library,  as  well  as  their  direc- 
tion and  advice.  In  this  way  he  was  also  as- 
sociated with  the  great  statesman,  Roscoe 
Conkling.  Francis  Kernan,  the  junior  mem- 
ber of  the  firm,  was  afterwards  United 
States  senator  and  was  one  of  New  York's 
ablest  statesman.  After  reading  law  about 
three  years  Mr.  Sprague  was  admitted  to 
practice  in  New  York  in  September,  1854, 
and  in  April  of  the  following  year  came  to 
Iowa,  locating  at  Wapello  in  Louisa  county. 
In  1856  he  formed  a  law  partnership  with 
Col.  John  Bird,  which  continued  until  i860. 
Mr.  Sprague  was  elected  representative  from 
his  district  to  the  Seventh  General  Assembly 
in  1857,  serving  on  many  important  commit- 
tees. He  was  elected  district  attorney  in  1870, 
when  the  district  included  four  counties,  and 
held  the  office  for  twelve  consecutive  years, 
making  his  home  at  Keokuk  from  1872  to 
1886,  since  which  time  he  has  lived  in  Wap- 
ello, his  former  home.  During  his  long  serv- 
ice as  a  practitioner  Mr.  Sprague  has  tried 
many  important  cases,  including  twenty  or 
thirty  murder  cases  for  the  state,  and  since 
the  abolition  of  the  office  of  district  attorney 
has  successfully  defended  in  many  criminal 
cases.  He  has  always  been  a  hard  worker, 
and  still  continues  to  practice,  although  he 
now  finds  time  for  some  recreation,  his  fa- 
vorite being  that  of  vegetable  and  flower 
gardening.  He  also  owns  and  looks  after 
two  valuable  farms  near  Wapello,  one  of 
forty  acres  and  the  other  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty. 

Mr.  Sprague  has  always  been  a  democrat 
in  politics,  but  was  a  strong  unionist  dur- 
ing the  Civil  War,  and  was  one  of  the  lead- 
ing men  of  his  community  in  support  of  the 
government  at  that  time.  He  was  unable 
to  enlist  as  a  soldier,  on  account  of  an  in- 
jury received  when  he  was  about  twelve 
years  old.  Mr.  Sprague  is  a  member  of  the 
Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  of  which 
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he  was  elected  president  February  21,  1900, 
and  belongs  to  the  Episcopal  church.  He 
was  married  June  25,  1863,  to  Miss  Mary  O. 
Isett.  They  have  had  one  child,  Helen,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  four  and  a  half  years. 


TAYLOR,  Henry  J.,  of  Sioux  City,  was 
born  at  Blue  Mounds,  Wisconsin,  April  8, 
1855.  His  parents,  Thomas  Taylor  and 
Elizabeth  Taylor,  nee  Grills,  have  lived  for 
more  than  thirty  years  at  Black  Earth,  Wis- 
consin.    They  came  to  America  from  Pen- 


zance, England,  nearly  fifty  years  ago.  The 
father  is  a  practical  geologist  and  miner,  and 
has  held  important  official  positions  in  the 
silver-lead  mines  of  Middletown,  Connect- 
icut, the  lead  mines  of  Southern  Wisconsin, 
the  copper  mines  of  Northern  Michigan  and 
the  silver-lead  mines  of  Mexico.  Among  his 
personal  friends  have  been  such  geologists 
as  Percival,  Hitchcock  and  Dana. 

Henry  J.  Taylor  received  his  common 
school  education  at  Black  Earth,  Wisconsin, 
where  he  lived  the  ordinary  life  of  the 
farmer's  boy.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he 
entered  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  within 
the  sight  of  whose  dome  he  was  born.  While 
at  college  he  was  a  member  and  at  one  time 


president  of  the  Athenaean  society.  He  rep- 
resented this  literary  society  in. public  de- 
bates, and  prominently  and  successfully  in 
the  1878  joint  debate  with  the  Hesperian  so- 
ciety. He  also  represented  his  university  in 
the  intercollegiate  oratorical  contest  in  1878. 
In  June  of  the  same  year  he  was  graduated 
with  first  honors  from  the  ancient  classical 
course  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  re- 
ceiving the  degree  of  A.  B.  In  1878-9  he 
was  an  instructor  in  his  alma  mater,  being- 
first  chosen  as  an  instructor  in  oratory,  and 
later,  from  choice,  became  an  instructor  in 
Latin  and  Greek,  during  which  time  he  also 
studied  law.  In  1879  he  entered  the  law  de- 
partment of  this  same  university,  from  which 
in  1880  he  was  again  graduated  with  the  de* 
gree  of  LL.  B.  From  1882  to  1885  he  was 
county  superintendent  of  schools  of  the  west- 
ern district  of  Dane  County,  Wisconsin, 
during  which  time  he  conducted  teachers' 
institutes,  was  upon  the  program  of  the  State 
Teachers'  Association,  and  by  his  teachers 
was  honored  with  a  life  membership  in  the 
National  Educational  Association.  In  1884 
he  completed  a  special  course  of  study  in 
Greek,  for  which  he  received  from  his  alma 
mater  the  degree  of  A.  M. 

In  1885  he  located  at  Sioux  City,  Iowa, 
as  an  attorney  at  law,  where  he  has  ever 
since  remained.  Having  received  special 
training  in  oratory  and  having  aptitude  in 
that  line,  he  first  introduced  himself  in  his 
new  Iowa  home  by  public  speaking.  This 
was  due  to  a  statement  of  his  friend,  General 
Lucius  Fairchild,  who,  visiting  in  Sioux 
City  at  that  time,  publicly  complimented  Mr. 
Taylor's  political  speeches  made  in  Wiscon- 
sin. This  compliment  brought  Mr.  Taylor 
invitations  for  political  speaking  in  Iowa, 
and  in  almost  every  state  and  national  cam- 
paign he  has  made  political  speeches  under 
the  direction  of  the  republican  state  central 
committee.  He  has  frequently  addressed 
G.  A.  R.  camp  fires,  in  which  gatherings  he 
takes  special  delight. 

In  1886  he  became  a  member  of  the  law 
firm  of  Hubbard,  Spalding  &  Taylor,  which 
in  1890  became  Spalding  &  Taylor,  in  1893, 
Spalding,  Taylor  &  Burgess,  and  in  1896, 
Taylor  &  Burgess.  Mr.  Taylor  has  an  active,, 
large  and  lucrative  practice  in  both  state  and 
federal  courts,  including  the  supreme  court 
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of  the  United  States.  Recently  his  practice 
in  the  United  States  courts  has  involved 
some  of  the  most  important  litigation  aris- 
ing in  the  state  of  Iowa.  He  was  one  of  the 
counsel  for  the  state  in  the  memorable  cases 
against  the  parties  charged  with  the  assassi- 
nation of  Rev.  George  C.  Haddock.  He  is 
a  regular  attendant  of  the  Congregational 
church. 

In  1887  he  was  married  to  Miss  Rose  E. 
Schuster  of  Middleton,  Wisconsin,  who  was 
graduated  with  honors  in  1885  from  the 
University  of  Wisconsin,  and  who  is  now  a 
member  and  secretary  of  the  board  of  trus- 
tees of  the  Sioux  City  public  library.  They 
have  four  children :  Ethel  Rose,  born  August 
8,  1888;  Henry  Sterling,  born  July  21,  1890; 
Paul  Schuster,  born  June  9,  1895,  and  Ar- 
thur Chandler,  born  August  31,  1899. 


TOOLE Y,  John,  of  New  Hampton,  was 
born  in  County  Kildare,  Ireland,  October 
15,  1847.  His  father,  Peter  Tooley,  was  a 
farmer  and  native  of  Ireland.  He  married 
Ann  Finley  and  in  the  year  1849  came  to 
America.  For  six  years  the  family  lived  in 
or  near  New  York  City  and  in  1855  came 
west  to  Wisconsin  and  located  in  Columbia 
county.  John  attended  the  public  schools  in 
New  York  and  in  Hampden,  Columbia 
county,  Wisconsin,  and  pursued  his  studies 
so  earnestly  that  when  the  family  removed 
to  Chickasaw  county,  Iowa,  in  1864,  he  had 
a  good  common  school  education.  His 
father  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  at  $3  per 
acre  and  had  so  little  money  that  he  was  un- 
able to  build  a  house  the  first  season,  but 
rented  a  small  farm  of  sixty  acres  in  Win- 
neshiek county  for  the  family  to  live  on  the 
first  year.  In  March,  1866,  they  built  a 
house  and  moved  onto  their  own  farm  and 
began  improving  it.  John  assisted  his  father 
with  the  farm  work  during  the  busy  season 
and  in  the  winter  of  1867  taught  school  for 
the  first  time  in  Stapleton  township  at  $30 
per  month.  After  this  he  taught  a  winter 
term  of  school  each  year  for  ten  years.  He 
soon  saved  money  enough  to  begin  farming 
for  himself  and  in  1884  engaged  in  the  grain 
and  live  stock  business  at  Lawler,  Chicka- 


saw county.  At  the  same  time  he  carried  on 
successfully  and  profitably  a  large  farm  near 
that  town.  He  was  a  candidate  for  auditor 
of  that  county  upon  the  republican  ticket  in 
1885  and  was  defeated  by  only  thirty-three 
votes,  although  the  county  went  democratic 
by  about  300.  In  1887  he  was  nominated  by 
the  republican  party  for  county  treasurer  and 
was  elected  by  about  200  majority.  Under 
his  careful  administration  the  affairs  of  the 
office  were  conducted  in  a  highly  creditable 
manner  and  at  the  end  of  his  second  term  he 
engaged  in  the  implement,  hardware,  grain 
and  seed  business  in  New  Hampton.     Mr. 


Tooley  has  been  for  several  years  a  member 
of  the  school  board,  and  September  17,  1897, 
was  appointed  postmaster  by  President  Mc- 
Kinley.  He  is  a  member  of  St.  Joseph's 
Catholic  church. 

Mr.  Tooley  was  married  May  9,  1872,  to 
Ellen  Galligan  and  they  have  nine  children : 
Anna,  born  January  2,  1874;  William 
Henry,  born  December  29,  1875 ;  Mary,  born 
June  24,  1877;  Alice  May,  born  March  29, 
1879;  Etta,  born  September  1,  1881 ;  Isa- 
belle,  born  August  22,  1883;  Clement  Je- 
rome, born  July  1,  1885;  Walter  Edwin, 
born  April  8,  1887,  an^  Homer  Harold,  born 
June  13,  1895. 
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TREAT,  Garry,  one  of  the  prominent 
citizens  of  Linn  county,  was  a  native  of  the 
state  of  New  York.  His  father  was  Oliver 
J.  Treat,  who  was  born  in  Scipio,  Cayuga 
County,  New  York,  October  9,  1809.  When 
eleven  years  old  his  father  moved  to  Brock- 
port,  Monroe  county.  The  country  was 
new  and  sparsely  settled;  most  of  the 
land  was  covered  with  a  heavy  growth 
of  forest.  In  1847  he  moved  to  Orleans 
county.  He  was  married  January  1,  1831, 
to  Miss  Mary  A.  Green,  who  died  in  1859. 
Charles  Treat,  the  paternal  grandfather  of 
Garry,  was  a  native  of  Connecticut.    He  en- 


listed in  the  patriot  army  at  the  beginning  of 
the  War  of  the  Revolution  and  fought  brave- 
ly at  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  He  was  also 
in  the  siege  of  Boston  and  the  battles  of 
Long  Island,  Valentine's  Hill  and  White 
Plains  and  in  the  retreat  through  New  Jer- 
sey, and  endured  the  hardships  of  Valley 
Forge.  He  was  at  Tappan,  October  2,  1780, 
when  Major  Andre  was  hanged  as  a  spy. 
He  was  transferred  to  the  artillery  service 
and  promoted  to  the  rank  of  captain  and  was 
mustered  out  November  9,  1782.  He  was 
married  to  Miss  Hopeful  Robbins  of  Weath- 
ersfield.  Connecticut,  May  1,  1788,  and  they 
settled  at  Brockport,  New  York,  in   1820, 


where  he  died  in  1841,  his  wife  having  died 
one  month  previous.     Garry  was  born   at 
Brocksport,  New  York,  December  17,  1831, 
and  lived  there  during  his  boyhood  and  at- 
tended the  public  schools.     When  he  was 
eighteen  years  of  age  he  served  as  an  appren- 
tice at  the  carpenter  trade  in  Albion,  Or- 
leans county.    The  first  year  he  received  six 
dollars  a  month  and  board,  and  the  second 
year  eight  dollars.     After  he  had  acquired 
a  good  practical  knowledge  of  the  trade,  he 
went  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  in  1852,  and  helped 
to  build  some  of  the  best  houses  of  that  city. 
In  1854  he  went  to  Michigan  City,  Indiana, 
and  secured  a  position  under  the  New  Al- 
bany and  Salem  Railroad  Company  on  the 
construction  of  the  freight  depot  and  round 
house  at  that  place.     In  July  he  went  to 
Princeton,    Bureau    county,    Illinois,    and 
found  work  in  building  the  first  bridges  on 
the  line  of  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy 
Railroad  between  Mendota  and  Galesburg. 
Towards  the  close  of  the  year  he  came  to 
Iowa  and  bought  a  quarter  section  of  gov- 
ernment  land   in   Spring  Grove   township, 
Linn  county.     In  April,   1855,  he  went  to 
Burlington  and  fitted  up  offices  for  the  ticket 
and  freight  agents,  and  helped  in  the  con- 
struction of  other  railroad  buildings.      In 
September  he  went  to  work  in  the  car  repair 
shops  for  the  fall  and  winter,  and  in  April, 
1856,  he  returned  to  Marion  and  for  five 
years  worked  as  contractor  and  builder.     In 
1 86 1  he  settled  on  his  farm  two  miles  east  of 
Marion,   where   he   lived   for  twenty-eight 
years,  serving  one  term  as  justice  of  the 
peace  and  six  terms  as  township  trustee.    In 
1889  he  moved  into  the  city  of  Marion  and 
was    elected    county    supervisor,     and    has 
served  three  terms.     He  designed  the  plans 
for   and    superintended   the   erection   of    a 
county  house  for  incurable  insane  and  poor, 
equal  to  any  for  that  purpose  in  the  state. 
In  1890  he  became  president  and  principal 
stockholder  of  the  Greeley  State  Bank  of 
Greeley,  Nebraska,  one  of  the  solid  institu- 
tions of  that  state,  which  position  he  still 
retains.     He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of 
the  Farmers'  and  Merchants'  State  Bank  of 
Marion,  which  began  business  in  1894,  and 
he  is  a  director  and  chairman  of  the  execu- 
tive committee  of  this  prosperous  institu- 


tion. 
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In  February,  1856,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Christine  Wiltse  of  Eagle 
Harbor,  New  York.  She  died  at  Marion, 
Iowa,  in  1858.  In  October,  i860,  he  was 
married  to  Delia  J.  Bassett.  They  have  one 
daughter:  Mary  A.,  who  is  the  wife  of  E.  J. 
Esgate,  cashier  of  the  Farmers'  and  Merch- 
ants' State  Bank  of  Marion.  Mr.  Treat  has 
voted  the  republican  ticket  since  the  organ- 
ization of  that  party. 


TALMADGE,  Charles  Henry,  editor 
of  the  West  Union  Gazette,  one  of  the 
strongest  and  best  known  county  papers  in 
Iowa,  came  into  the  state  with  his  father's 
family  in  a  covered  wagon  in  1856,  locating 
first  on  a  farm  in  Mitchell  county  midway 
between  Osage  and  Mitchell.  He  was  born 
in  Girard,  Erie  County,  Pennsylvania,  Octo- 
ber 10,  1842,  and  was  the  son  of  Henry 
Orvis  Talmadge  and  Lydia  Adelaide  Miller. 
She  was  born  in  Erie  County,  Pennsylvania, 
in  1820.  The  father  was  born  in  Connect- 
icut in  1820  and  died  in  Belvidere,  Nebraska. 
He  was  descended  from  a  Welsh  family  who 
settled  in  Connecticut  in  a  very  early  day. 
Their  son  Charles  had  the  advantages  of  the 
best  primary  schools  in  Erie  until  1850, 
when  the  family  removed  to  Rockton,  Win- 
nebago County,  Illinois,  and  for  five  years 
he  had  to  be  content  with  such  schooling  as 
that  western  country  afforded.  At  the  time 
the  Talmadges  settled  in  Mitchell  county 
whoever  made  a  home  had  to  hew  it  out  of 
the  virgin  forest,  and  this  the  father  and  son 
proceeded  to  do,  hauling  the  logs  to  the  mill 
to  make  the  rough  lumber.  Their  house 
was  not  completed  when,  on  the  3rd  of  De- 
cember began  that  awful  winter  of  1856  and 
1857  After  the  first  storm  the  house  was 
made  reasonably  snug  by  half-inch  bass 
wood  lumber  nailed  to  the  studding  inside 
and  the  space  between  filled  with  sawdust; 
but  the  unshingled  roof  let  the  snow  in  and 
on  many  mornings  the  beds  would  be  cov- 
ered with  snow  and  drifts  a  foot  deep  were 
on  the  floor.  In  1857  young  Talmadge  com- 
menced work  for  Parker  &  Talcott,  of  the 
Mitchell  Republican.  He  was  subsequently 
employed  on  the  Clear  Lake  Independent, 
Mason  City  Democrat  and  the  North  Iowan, 


an  early  venture  by   Stilson   Hutchins  at 
Osage. 

Now  came  the  war  and  interfered  with 
the  young  printer's  plans  for  securing  a  col- 
lege education.  He  laid  down  his  stick  and 
rule  and  for  four  years  he  faithfully  served 
his  country.  In  the  spring  of  1861  M.  M. 
Trumbull,  a  lawyer  of  Clarksville,  after- 
wards a  brigadier  general,  came  to  Mitchell, 
held  war  meetings  and  appealed  for  volun- 
teers. He  was  a  very  impetuous  orator  and 
Mr.  Talmadge  was  one  of  the  first  to  re- 
spond. In  farm  wagons  they  started  for 
the  war,  picking  up  recruits  in  Cedar  Falls, 


Waterloo,  Vinton  and  Clarksville.  After  a 
few  days  in  Dubuque  the  companies  there 
assembled  were  ordered  to  Keokuk,  where 
they  were  mustered  as  the  Third  Regiment 
of  Iowa  Infantry,  Captain  Trumbull's  com- 
pany being  designated  as  "I."  He  was  in 
the  battle  of  Shiloh,  but  succumbed  to  a 
malarial  fever  on  the  march  to  Corinth  and 
was  sent  north,  where  he  was  detailed  by 
special  order  of  General  Curtis  as  chief  clerk 
at  the  Jefferson  Barracks  Hospital.  After 
the  close  of  his  three  years'  service  he  was 
appointed  paymaster's  clerk  under  Major  E. 
J.  Carter,  remaining  in  that  capacity  until 
after  the  surrender  of  Lee  and  the  muster 
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out  of  the  last  Iowa  regiment.  While  acting 
in  this  capacity  he  traveled  by  river  and  rail- 
way through  Missouri  and  around  the  state 
of  Iowa  to  Sioux  City  to  pay  off  the  troops, 
because  there  was  no  railroad  across  the 
state  and  it  was  unsafe  to  carry  so  much 
money  by  stage. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Talmadge 
drifted  into  West  Union  and  in  1867,  in 
company  with  the  late  J.  W.  Shannon,  he 
started  the  West  Union  Gazette.  At  the 
end  of  the  first  year  Mr.  Shannon's  health 
compelled  him  to  give  up  the  work  and  Mr. 
Talmadge  bought  his  interest.  He  has  re- 
tained the  ownership  of  the  paper  ever  since 
and  maintained  it  as  a  conservative  exponent 
of  republican  principles.  Thus  for  more  than 
thirty  years  he  has  continuously  served  the 
public  as  editor  and  publisher  of  the  Gazette. 
Scarcely  an  issue  of  the  paper  in  all  that  time 
has  not  had  his  personal  supervision.  Mr. 
Talmadge's  long  career  as  the  editor  of  the 
Gazette  has  hardly  a  parallel  in  Iowa  jour- 
nalism. The  few  now  living  in  Iowa  who 
hold  records  of  longer  continuous  service  on 
one  paper  can  be  counted  on  the  fingers  of 
one  hand.  The  Gazette  is  not  only  strong, 
but  bright,  and  noted  for  its  gems  of  fine 
humor,  which  are  often  copied  in  the  eastern 
newspapers  and  periodicals. 

Mr.  Talmadge  cast  his  first  vote  for  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  and  has  been  a  steadfast  repub- 
lican ever  since.  He  was  never  a  candidate 
for  an  elective  office,  but  was  for  twelve 
years  postmaster  of  West  Union  and  was  as- 
sistant secretary  of  the  state  senate  in  the 
Twenty-sixth  General  Assembly,  including 
the  extra  session.  The  latter  position  was 
accepted  for  its  educational  benefits  rather 
than  for  pecuniary  profit.  Mr.  Talmadge 
has  twice  served  on  the  staff  of  Iowa  gover- 
nors with  the  rank  of  lieutenant  colonel,  first 
under  Governor  Kirkwood  and  next  under 
Governor  Carpenter.  He  has  repeatedly 
served  his  party  as  chairman  of  county  and 
district  committees.  Mr.  Talmadge  was  a 
charter  member  of  the  first  G.  A.  R.  post  or- 
ganized in  West  Union  in  1866,  known  as 
Abernethy  No.  48,  and  he  has  always  taken 
an  active  part  in  its  work,  having  been  post 
commander  and  held  important  posts  on  the 
staff  of  the  department  commander. 


On  the  23rd  of  October,  1866,  in  Mitchell 
county,  Mr.  Talmadge  was  married  to  Miss 
Lucy  Hutchins  Whittemore.  She  was  born 
in  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  September  6f 
1843,  a  daughter  of  Rev.  David  R.  Whitte- 
more, a  prominent  Baptist  clergyman  of 
Providence.  Two  children  have  been  born 
to  them:  David  Henry,  the  eldest,  born  in 
Providence,  September  24,  1867,  and  John 
Charles,  born  in  West  Union,  October  12, 
1874.  Both  boys  are  associated  with  their 
father  in  the  publication  of  the  Gazette,  D. 
H.  being  the  junior  in  the  firm  of  C.  H. 
Talmadge  &  Son.  As  business  manager, 
editorial  writer  and  originator  of  "The  Ga- 
zettelets"  he  has  been  an  important  factor, 
besides  making  a  good  name  for  himself  as 
a  contributor  to  Judge  and  other  leading 
periodicals.  John  has  charge  of  the  me- 
chanical department  of  the  Gazette.  Mrs. 
Talmadge  is  a  woman  of  more  than  average 
ability,  a  recognized  leader  in  all  church, 
philanthropic  and  social  enterprises  in  which 
the  best  women  of  today  are  engaged.  She 
is  an  active  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church  and  prominent  in  club  work. 


TEMPLE,  Marcellus  Luther,  the  dis- 
tinguished lawyer,  legislator  and  politician 
of  Osceola,  Clarke  county,  came  from  West 
Virginia  and  settled  in  Osceola  in  the  fall  of 
1873.  The  following  May  he  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  and  has  been  in  active  practice 
ever  since.  He  was  born  in  Wadestown, 
Virginia,  now  West  Virginia,  September  16, 
1848.  His  father  was  Nathaniel  Temple, 
a  farmer  in  Monongalia  County,  Virginia- 
He  came  from  Whiteley,  Greene  County, 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  born  in  1823, 
and  settled  in  Virginia  about  1842.  In  1846 
he  married  Henrietta,  second  daughter  of 
H.  B.  Rice,  and  died  at  his  home  near 
Wadestown,  West  Virginia,  March  6,  1869, 
of  paralysis  resulting  from  an  injury.  He 
was  a  very  well  informed  man  and  took 
great  interest  in  politics,  although  he  was 
never  a  candidate  for  any  office.  He  was  a 
lifelong  democrat,  supporting  Douglas  in 
i860,  but  he  took  a  very  active  part  against 
the  Ordinance  of  Secession  in  186 1  and  was 
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a  pronounced  Union  man  throughout  the 
war.  M.  L.  Temple's  mother,  daughter  of 
H.  B.  Rice  and  Mary  Longsworth  Rice,  was 
born  in  Bedford  County,  Pennsylvania, 
April  27,  1825,  and  went  with  her  parents 
to  Wadestown,  Virginia,  about  1840.  She 
was  a  woman  of  remarkable  strength  of 
mind  and  had  an  extraordinary  gift  of  mem- 
ory. In  early  and  middle  life  she  could  re- 
peat from  memory  without  an  error  a  hun- 
dred lines  of  new  and  unfamiliar  blank  verse 
which  she  had  read  but  twice.  After  her 
husband's  death,  by  the  aid  of  her  children 
she  managed  and  operated  the  home  farm, 


rearing  and  educating  the  children,  until  in 
1874  she  removed  to  Iowa  and  purchased  a 
farm  two  miles  west  of  Osceola.  In  1882 
she  removed  to  Lexington,  Nebraska,  where 
in  1886  she  was  elected  president  of  the  First 
National  Bank  0%  Lexington,  which  posi- 
tion she  held  until  her  death,  July  27,  1899. 
Her  only  brother,  P.  L.  Rice,  was  a  member 
of  the  first  convention  which  inaugurated 
the  movement  that  saved  the  counties  of 
Virginia  west  of  the  mountains  to  the  union. 
He  was  a  member  of  subsequent  conventions 
held  for  the  same  purpose  and  was  one  of 
the  famous  committee  of  eight,  known  as 
the  Committee  of  Safety. 


The  Temple  family  originated  at  Temple 
Hall  in  Leicestershire,  nine  miles  from 
Leicester,  England,  and  is  one  of  the  oldest 
families  in  England.  As  long  ago  as  1070 
we  have  a  historical  record  of  the  owner  and 
occupant  of  Temple  Hall,  when  Sir  Edwin 
Henry  Temple  defended  it  against  the  Nor- 
man invaders.  A  part  of  the  old  walls  are 
still  standing.  Four  members  of  the  family 
served  in  the  Long  Parliament,  and  two,  Sir 
Peter  Temple  of  Leicester  and  Colonel  James 
Temple  of  Huntington  were  Regicide 
Judges.  Abram,  or  Abraham,  Temple  set- 
tled in  Salem,  Massachusetts  in  1636,  and 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  stands  tenth  in 
the  line  of  descent  from  him.  The  English 
branches  of  the  family  have  been  dis- 
tinguished in  English  political  life,  number- 
ing in  the  male  and  female  lines  such  well 
known  historical  characters  as  Sir  William 
Temple,  William  Pitt,  Lord  Palmerston, 
Lord  Dufferin,  Robert  Emmett  and  many- 
others.  The  members  of  the  American 
branch  have  figured  less  in  politics.  They 
have  generally  been  farmers  or  professional 
men,  thrifty,  self -supporting,  loyal,  firm  and 
God-fearing  men. 

Marcel lus  L.  Temple  attended  subscrip- 
tion schools  for  one  hundred  and  forty  days 
before  he  was  twelve  years  old,  but  his  ele- 
mentary education  was  mainly  acquired  un- 
der the  guidance  of  his  parents,  who  taught 
him  the  common  branches,  including  algebra 
and  general  history,  and  prepared  him  to  en- 
ter the  freshman  class  of  the  West  Virginia 
University  in  1869.  He  was  graduated  from 
this  institution  in  1873,  ranking  second  in 
his  class.  During  his  college  life  he  was  a 
member  of  the  literary  societies  and  took 
the  prize  for  excellence  in  debate  and  the 
Regents'  prize  for  the  best  essay  on  a  given 
subject.  Shortly  after  completing  his  col- 
lege course  he  was  married,  September  30, 
1873,  to  Miss  Julia  M.  Protzman,  of  Mor- 
gantown,  Virginia,  and  on  the  same  day 
the  young  couple  started  West. 

Taking  advantage  of  the  opportunities  of- 
fered in  a  new  country  where  there  was  room 
to  grow,  the  young  lawyer  steadily  advanced 
until  his  position  at  the  bar  is  among  the 
very  first  in  the  state.  His  practice  has  been 
general  and  he  has  been  connected  with  many 
famous  cases.    His  most  noted  case  was  that 
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of  Maine  against  the  Chicago,  Burlington  & 
Quincy  Railway  Company,  in  which  he  at- 
tempted to  procure  a  construction  of  the 
Burlington  relief  contract  more  favorable 
to  the  employes.  In  this  case  his  attention 
was  called  to  the  necessity  for  legislative 
interference  with  this  contract.  He  intro- 
duced the  famous  Temple  Amendment, 
which  practically  abrogates  the  Burlington 
relief  contract,  in  the  Twenty-sixth  General 
Assembly  in  1897,  in  the  extra  session.  It 
was  defeated  then,  but  was  enacted  by  the 
Twenty-seventh  General  Assembly  in  1898 
without  opposition,  the  justice  of  the  propo- 
sition having  been  universally  recognized. 
Another  famous  case  in  which  Mr.  Temple 
was  successful  was  that  of  the  State  against 
Townsend,  where  the  defendant  was  con- 
victed of  murder  in  the  first  degree.  A  re- 
versal was  secured  by  him  and  after  enter- 
ing a  plea  of  guilty  of  manslaughter,  a  par- 
don was  finally  granted. 

Mr.  Temple  was  a  conservative  democrat 
until  1882,  when  the  democratic  state  con- 
vention in  Marshall  town  in  that  year  de- 
nounced the  prohibitory  amendment  and  held 
the  republican  party  responsible  for  it.  Mr. 
Temple  made  a  canvass  of  the  state  for  the 
amendment,  voted  for  it  and  has  since  acted 
with  the  republicans  on  all  matters  of  state 
policy.  As  a  democrat  he  had  always  been 
a  follower  of  Samuel  J.  Randall  and  a  be- 
liever in  the  policy  of  protection.  So  when 
Cleveland  forced  the  issue  of  tariff  reform 
Mr.  Temple  allied  himself  with  the  repub- 
lican party  and  has  been  a  leader  in  that 
party  ever  since.  From  his  earliest  boyhood 
he  has  been  a  gold  standard  man  and  has  al- 
ways insisted  that  a  liberal  pension  roll 
should  take  the  place  of  a  standing  army,  so 
that  the  citizen  soldier  may  be  the  defender 
of  his  country's  rights.  In  1892  he  was  a 
republican  presidential  elector.  In  the  re- 
publican state  convention  of  1893  Mr.  Tem- 
ple made  a  powerful  speech  in  favor  of  com- 
promising on  the  prohibitory  question  and 
contributed  more  than  any  other  one  man  to 
the  adoption  of  the  famous  thirteenth  plank, 
which  settled  the  liquor  question  in  Iowa. 
In  1895  he  was  elected  to  the  lower  house  of 
the  Twenty-sixth  General  Assembly  and 
served  in  both  the  regular  and  extra  ses- 
sions.   He  was  chairman  of  the  first  division 


of  the  code  revision  committee.  He  was  de- 
feated for  re-election  to  the  Twenty-seventh 
General  Assembly  and  elected  to  the  Twenty- 
eighth  General  Assembly  in  1899,  in  which 
he  was  chairman  of  the  house  judiciary  com- 
mittee. He  was  the  leading  candidate  for 
speaker  of  this  house,  but  withdrew  in  order 
to  produce  harmony  among  the  supporters 
of  John  H.  Gear  for  United  States  senator. 
In  this  house  he  was  the  recognized  leader 
of  the  republican  side.  His  legislative  serv- 
ice was  marked  throughout  by  lofty  courage 
and  independence  and  by  statesmanship  of 
the  highest  order.  Mr.  Temple  has  the  power 
to  analyze  a  proposition  and  present  it  so 
clearly  that  the  opposing  side,  if  there  be 
any,  has  great  difficulty  in  answering  his 
arguments. 

In  Masonry  Mr.  Temple  has  passed  all 
the  chairs  in  his  home  lodge,  has  been  Junior 
and  Senior  Grand  Warden  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  in  Iowa,  elected  in  1890  and  1891; 
is  a  member  of  Pentalpha  Chapter  No.  63, 
Royal  Arch  Masons,  in  which  he  has  passed 
all  the  chairs,  and  also  of  Constantine  Com- 
mandery  No.  23,  Knights  Templar,  and  is 
a  Past  Eminent.  He  belongs  to  Kaaba  Tem- 
ple Mystic  Shriners  and  to  St.  John's  Lodge 
No.  32,  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  church  in  Osceola. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Temple  have  two  sons :  Wil- 
liam Nathaniel,  born  September  22.  1874, 
who  is  a  graduate  of  Iowa  College,  class  of 
1897,  and  is  now  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Temple,  Hardinger  &  Temple,  of  Osceola. 
Ernest  Clarence,  the  other  son,  born  No- 
vember 16,  1883,  entered  Iowa  College  in 
the  fall  of  1900. 


THOMPSON,  Jasper,  of  Forest  City, 
was  born  at  Norton,  Delaware  County,  Ohio, 
February  10,  1837.  He  comes  of  the  old 
Spaulding  and  Chase  stock,  Vermont  fam- 
ilies, who  have  taken  an  honorable  place  in 
New  England  history.  His  grandfather, 
Abel  Spaulding,  enlisted  in  Captain  Charles 
Nelson's  company  of  Col.  Benj.  Wright's 
regiment  Vermont,  September,  1781,  was  a 
valiant  soldier,  and  was  in  active  service 
during  the  revolution.  He  was  honorably 
discharged  and  died  a  pensioner,  June  16, 
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1845,  at  *he  aSe  °*  eighty-one.  His  wife, 
Hannah  Chase,  was  a  sister  of  Salmon  Port- 
land Chase  (1808- 1873),  an  American 
statesman,  was  born  in  Cornish,  New  Hamp- 
shire, on  the  13th  of  January,  1808.  After 
graduating  with  distinction  at  Dartmouth 
College,  at  the  age  of  18,  Chase  opened  a 
classical  school  at  Washington,  and  com- 
menced the  study  of  law  under  William 
Wirt.  In  1830  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar, 
and  he  soon  after  gained  for  himself  con- 
siderable reputation  by  a  compilation  of  the 
statutes  of  Ohio.  Throughout  his  whole 
career  he  was  a  consistent  and  vigorous  op- 


ponent of  slavery.  From  the  first  he  was 
willing  to  risk  his  hopes  of  professional  suc- 
cess by  undertaking  the  defense  of  runaway 
slaves  or  of  those  who  assisted  their  escape ; 
and  he  boldly  argued  that  slavery  was  merely 
an  institution  of  the  individual  states  to 
which  the  national  government  could  not  ex- 
tend its  sanction.  He  took  an  active  part 
in  the  anti-slavery  convention  which  met  at 
Columbusin  1841 ;  in  the  first  "National  Lib- 
erty convention"  of  1843;  in  the  "Southern 
and  Western  Liberty  Convention"  of  1845; 
and  in  the  "Second  National  Liberty  Con- 
vention" of  1847.  He  also  presided  over 
the    national    convention    of    1848,  which 


nominated  Van  Buren  for  president  and! 
Adams  for  vice-president.  In  1849  he  be- 
came a  member  of  the  senate  and  in  1855. 
he  was  elected  governor  of  Ohio,  ia 
which  position  he  was  so  popular  that 
he  was  re-elected  two  years  later,  by 
an  extraordinarily  large  number  of 
votes.  He  was  also  three  times  nominated 
for  the  presidency,  though  he  never  attained: 
that  dignity.  On  the  accession  of  Lincoln  to 
the  presidency  in  March,  1861,  Chase  be- 
came secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  he  ful- 
filled the  duties  of  this  most  important  posi- 
tion with  the  greatest  energy  till  June,  1864. 
Jasper  Thompson  attended  country 
schools  until  fifteen  years  of  age,  but 
only  a  few  months  of  each  year,  the 
greater  part  of  his  education  and  that 
which  has  served  as  the  foundation  upon 
which  were  built  his  successes  in  after  life, 
having  been  received  from  his  mother  in 
their  own  home.  Mr.  Thompson  came  ta 
Iowa  November  1,  1857,  and  located  at  El- 
dora,  in  Hardin  county.  He  taught  school 
in  what  was  then  called  Hunter's  school 
house,  a  pioneer  affair  that  stood  on  the 
south  fork  of  the  Iowa  river.  In  1858,  he 
located  at  McGregor,  where  he  worked  at 
the  trade  of  mason  until  1871.  He  thei* 
moved  to  Forest  City,  where  he  was  engaged 
in  the  general  merchandise  business  until 
1883,  since  which  time  he  has  conducted  a 
bank.  Mr.  Thompson  had  no  business  train- 
ing whatever  until  he  had  passed  the  age  of 
thirty.  His  first  enterprise  possessing  any- 
degree  the  nature  of  commercial  business, 
was  when  he  carried  a  pack  from  house  to 
house,  selling  such  notions  as  he  could  ob- 
tain on  credit.  A  horse  and  wagon  were  soon 
acquired,  however,  and  it  was  not  long  until 
he  was  the  proprietor  of  several  stores  in  dif- 
ferent small  towns.  In  1879  he  organized 
the  Minnesota  &  Iowa  Southern  Railroad 
Co.,  which  built  the  Minneapolis  &  St.  Louis. 
Railroad  from  Albert  Lea  to  Angus.  In 
1883  he  engaged  in  the  banking  business 
with  his  brother,  J.  F.  Thompson,  as  part- 
ner, and  with  Hon.  William  Larrabee,  and 
other*  as  rpecial  partners,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Thompson  Brothers.  He  was  in- 
terested in  the  Winnebago  County  Bank  un- 
til July  1,  1896,  at  which  time  he  organized 
the  Winnebago  County  State  Bank,  with  J. 
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Thompson,  as  president;  J.  F.  Thompson, 
vice-president,  and  B.  J.  Thompson,  cashier. 
In  1886  the  firm  organized  the  Citizens'  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Britt,  with  J.  Thompson,  J. 
F.  Thompson  and  Rodney  Hill  as  general 
partners,  and  ex-Governor  Larrabee  and 
others  as  special  partners.  In  1892  these 
gentlemen  organized  the  Bank  of  Thompson, 
entering  into  a  partnership  similar  to  the  one 
at  Britt.  The  same  year  they  launched  the 
Iowa  Investment  Company,  and  started  a 
bank  at  Buffalo  Center.  Their  next  import- 
ant enterprise  was  the  organization  of  the 
Chicago  &  Iowa  Western  Railroad  Co., 
which  built  the  Forest  City  extension  of  the 
Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern  Rail- 
way, from  Forest  City  to  Armstrong,  with 
J.  Thompson  as  president  and  general  man- 
ager. In  1892  Mr.  Thompson  was  elected 
president  of  the  Winnebago  County  Agri- 
cultural Society,  and  it  was  he  who  conceived 
the  idea  and  had  built  the  Flax  Palace  at 
Forest  City.  In  1893  he  organized  the  Chi- 
cago &  Iowa  Western  Land  &  Town  Lot 
Co.,  and  had  associated  with  him  President 
Ives,  of  the  B.  C.  R.  &  N.  Ry. ;  Hon.  S.  L. 
Dows  and  others.  The  company  owned 
many  thousands  of  acres  of  land  in  Winne- 
bago and  adjoining  counties.  The  town  of 
Thompson  was  given  his  name  in  recogni- 
tion of  his  energetic  work  in  developing  that 
section  of  the  country. 

He  is  a  republican  and  has  many  times 
stumped  the  state  in  the  interest  of  his  party. 
He  was  married  in  i860  to  Miss  Clara  King 
of  McGregor.  Five  children  were  born  to 
them,  and  all  are  living. 

His  son,  B.  J.  Thompson,  who  is  cashier 
of  the  Winnebago  State  Bank,  completed 
a  trip  around  the  world  in  1899,  and 
was  in  the  Battle  of  Manila  from  Feb- 
ruary 4  to  February  23,  attached  to  the 
South  Dakota  regiment.  He  was  with 
his  brother,  Dr.  H.  F.  Thompson,  who 
was  a  surgeon  of  the  South  Dakota  regi- 
ment with  the  rank  of  captain.  He  went  to 
Manila  with  the  regiment  in  August,  1898, 
and  served  through  the  campaign.  They 
were  in  the  hottest  of  the  fighting  around 
Manila  for  several  weeks,  and  both  boys  had 
their  full  share  of  it  during  all  of  that  time. 


TREYNOR,  Dr.  Vernon  Laurence,  is 
a  typical  young  Iowan.  Born  in  Council 
Bluffs,  September  28,  1866,  educated  in  her 
public  schools  until  he  was  ready  for  his  spe- 
cial medical  training,  which  he  received  at 
the  Iowa  State  University,  practicing  his 
profession  ever  since  graduation  in  the  city 
of  his  birth,  he  is  certainly  a  good  example 
of  what  Iowa  can  do  in  the  way  of  rearing 
and  training  young  manhood. 

Thomas  P.  Treynor,  the  father  of  the  Doc* 
tor,  was  an  Englishman  by  birth,  the  son  of 
an  officer  in  the  British  army.     At  the  age 


of  sixteen  he  came  to  America,  settled  in 
Ohio,  was  married  there  and  went  west  over- 
land in  the  spring  of  1853.  He  located  in 
Council  Bluffs,  where  he  was  for  many 
years  a  prominent  citizen.  In  early  man- 
hood he  was  a  carriage  builder;  later  he 
owned  a  controlling  interest  in  the  Council 
Bluffs  Daily  Nonpareil.  He  was  postmaster 
of  Council  Bluffs  under  both  administrations 
of  President  Grant,  retiring  from  that  office 
to  a  farm,  where  he  resided  until  his  death. 
Dr.  Treynor's  mother  was  born  in  the 
state  of  Ohio  of  Dutch  and  English  stock. 
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Her  maiden  name  was  Mary  E.  Smith.  En- 
tirely domestic  in  her  tastes,  she  devoted  her 
life  to  her  children,  whom  she  reared  with 
the  tenderest  affection  and  good  judgment. 

In  the  city  where  he  has  lived  all  his  life, 
Dr.  Treynor  is  known  as  a  thoroughly  wide- 
awake and  up-to-date  physician.  In  these 
days  no  man  can  hope  to  succeed  in  that  pro- 
fession unless  he  takes  advantage  of  every- 
thing that  may  assist  him  in  keeping  up  with 
the  numerous  advancements  made  in  the 
science  of  medicine.  It  is  conceded  that 
there  is  no  better  means  to  this  end  than  at- 
tendance upon  the  medical  associations  of 
the  state  and  nation.  There,  new  discoveries 
and  methods  of  treatment  are  discussed,  false 
theories  exposed,  and  helpful  experiences 
exchanged.  That  the  doctor  appreciates  this 
truth  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  he  holds  active 
membership  in  the  following  medical  socie- 
ties: Medical  Society  of  Missouri  Valley, 
Southwestern  Iowa  Medical  Society,  Iowa 
State  Medical  Society,  Iowa  State  Associa- 
tion of  Railway  Surgeons,  International  As- 
sociation of  Railway  Surgeons,  American 
Medical  Association,  and  is  now  president  of 
/he  Council  Bluffs  Medical  Society,  and  sec- 
retary of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  Mis- 
souri Valley.  He  has  always  been  a  regular 
attendant  upon  the  meetings  of  these  bodies 
and  has  contributed  a  number  of  interesting 
and  valuable  papers  to  their  programs,  on 
medical  and  surgical  subjects. 

The  doctor  is  professor  of  Physiology  in 
the  Omaha  Medical  College  and  also  in  the 
Dental  College  of  that  city;  surgeon  of  the 
Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy,  and  Union 
Pacific  Railway  Companies,  and  a  member 
of  the  surgical  staff  of  the  W.  C.  A.  and 
St.  Bernard's  hospitals. 

During  the  two  terms  in  which  he  was 
city  physician  of  Council  Bluffs  he  made 
strenuous  efforts  to  improve  the  sanitary 
conditions  of  the  city  and  to  enforce  its 
quarantine  laws. 

The  following  fraternal  societies  claim 
the  doctor  as  a  member :  Masonic,  Odd  Fel- 
lows, Elks,. Woodmen  of  the  World,  Royal 
Arcanum,  Maccabees  and  Foresters. 

Dr.  Treynor  has  always  been  an  enthu- 
siastic sportsman,  an  expert  in  the  use  of 
rod  and  gun,  and  is  especially  interested  in 
encouraging   athletics,    particularly   among 


the  high  school  boys.  In  this  connection  it 
may  be  stated  that  he  is  manager  of  the 
Council  Bluffs  Field  Club,  and  president  of 
the  Ganymede  Wheel  Club.  In  politics  he  is 
a  leading  republican. 

October  13,  1 891,  he  was  married  to  Susie 
C.  Clark,  of  Iowa  City.  Four  sons  have 
been  born  to  them,  of  whom  two,  Thomas 
P.,  born  April  29,  1895,  and  Jack>  k°rn  Sep- 
tember 21,  1897,  are  now  living. 


VAIL,  John  Deloss,  of  Marshalltown, 
secretary  and  general  manager  of  the  Iowa 
Business  Men's  Building  and  Loan  Associa- 
tion, is  a  man  whose  business  career  has  cov- 
ered a  wide  field,  and  has  been  marked  with 
unusual  success.  Mr.  VaiPs  father,  D.  W. 
Vail,  a  retired  farmer,  was  born  in  181 8  in 
the  town  of  New  Berlin,  Chenango  County, 
New  York.  He  was  married  when  quite 
young  to  Relief  Wagner,  and  in  1842  moved 
to  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  Milwaukee  at 
this  time  being  but  a  trading  post.  He  en- 
tered 160  acres  of  government  land,  built  a 
slab  shanty,  and  the  next  year  sent  for  his 
family.  Mr.  Vail's  ancestors  were  German 
and  English,  the  Vails  coming  from  Ger- 
many to  this  country  in  the  earliest  days  of 
the  settlement  of  New  York.  The  Smiths, 
who  were  the  family  of  D.  W.  Vail's  mother, 
were  from  England.  Mr.  VaiPs  great  grand- 
father Smith  came  to  America  during  the 
Revolution  as  a  British  soldier,  but  becom- 
ing attached  to  the  country  and  in  sympathy 
with  the  spirit  of  freedom,  he  deserted  the 
British  and  joined  the  Americans  and  after 
the  war  settled  in  New  York.  On  his 
mother's  side,  Mr.  VaiPs  grandfather  Wag- 
ner was  a  German,  while  his  grandmother 
was  a  Yankee  girl  from  Vermont. 

John  D.  Vail  was  born  July  21,  1842  in 
the  town  of  New  Berlin,  Chenango  County, 
New  York,  and  as  he  was  but  fourteen 
months  old  when  his  parents  settled  in  Wis- 
consin, his  earliest  recollections  are  of  the 
wilds  of  this  new  country,  and  here  he  grew 
ot  manhood,  with  Indians,  deer,  bears, 
wolves  and  panthers  for  neighbors,  at  one 
time  over  a  thousand  wild  Indians  being 
camped  within  forty  rods  of  the  Vail  home. 
The  first  school  he  attended  was  taught  in  a 
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little  school  house  built  of  slabs,  dirt  and 
logs,  with  a  puncheon  floor,  furnished  with 
benches  and  stools  of  a  rude  character.  A 
frame  building  was  afterwards  erected,  and 
here  he  continued  to  attend  school  during 
the  winter  until  he  was  fifteen  years  of  age. 
Later  he  attended  Milton  Academy,  two 
terms,  taught  district  school  and  worked  on 
the  farm  one  year  and  then  secured  an- 
other year's  training  at  the  academy, 
and  taught  in  the  village  of  Hebren, 
where    he    had    two    assistants.    He    then 


left  home  and  obtained  employment  at 
Joliet,  Illinois,  driving  a  peddling  wagon  to 
all  the  surrounding  towns  for  a  distance  of 
forty  miles.  This  work  required  much  cour- 
age and  grit,  for  the  houses  were  from  ten 
to  twelve  miles  apart,  and  the  roads  new  and 
untraveled,  with  but  few  bridges  across  any 
of  th?  streams.  After  peddling  one  summer 
he  again  taught  in  the  winter  at  Providence 
Ridge,  near  Joliet,  then  served  six  months 


as  a  guard  in  the  penitentiary  at  Joliet,  and 
in  1862  removed  to  Chicago,  where  for  a 
year  and  a  half  he  was  employed  as  a  travel- 
ing salesman  for  a  manufacturing  establish- 
ment. Returning  to  Joliet  he  entered  into 
the  manufacture  of  soda  water  with  his 
brother-in-law,  John  D.  Page,  but  after  two 
years  removed  to  St.  Louis,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  the  same  business  with  Caleb 
Arnold.  On  account  of  the  cholera  scourge 
which  raged  there  during  1866  and  1867, 
Mr.  Arnold  sold  out  his  interest  and  the  bus- 
iness was  carried  on  alone  by  Mr.  Vail,  who 
made  considerable  money  during  the  first 
four  or  five  years,  but  lost  a  large  part  of  his 
fortune  in  litigation  over  a  patent.  Meet- 
ing defeat  in  this  case,  he  left  St  Louis  in 
1872  and  settled  at  Rock  Island,  Illinois. 
He  located  in  Marshall  town  in  1874  and 
for  sixteen  years  did  a  large  business  in  the 
manufacture  of  soda  and  mineral  waters,  re- 
tiring in  1890  with  the  expectation  of  living 
upon  his  acquired  property  and  devoting  his 
time  to  travel  and  education ;  but  his  previous 
life  of  hard  work  and  business  activity  made 
it  impossible  for  him  to  be  contented  with 
leisure  and  after  ten  months  he  organized 
the  Iowa  State  Business  Men's  Building  and 
Loan  Association.  Under  his  management 
this  association  has  had  a  remarkable  growth 
and  has  gained  not  only  a  state  wide,  but 
national  reputation. 

During  his  residence  in  Marshalltown  Mr. 
Vail  has  served  seven  years  as  a  member  of 
the  city  council  and  seven  or  eight  years  on 
the  school  board.  He  has  been  a  democrat, 
but  now  votes  the  republican  ticket.  He  is 
a  Mason,  being  a  member  of  the  Blue  Lodge 
and  the  Council,  and  is  a  Knight  Templar 
and  belongs  to  the  Shrine.  He  also  is  a 
member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  at  Marshall- 
town,  being  a  charter  member  of  Lodge  113. 

Mr.  Vail  was  married  November  23,  1867, 
to  Fannie  M.  Shirreff.  They  have  two  chil- 
dren :  Lelia  E.,  born  in  1869,  and  E.  Morris 
Vail,  born  1872.  His  first  wife  passed  away 
November  10,  1878,  and  he  was  married 
September  27,  1881,  to  a  sister  of  his  for- 
mer wife.  Two  children  have  resulted  from 
this  marriage,  Ethel  E.,  born  November  10, 
1882,  and  Valrosa  V.,  born  July  3,  1891. 
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WONDER,  W.  H.,  editor  and  publisher 
of  the  Onawa  Democrat,  is  a  man  of  strong 
character,  original  ideas  and  sterling  inde- 
pendence. His  father,  Enos  Wonder,  and 
his  mother,  Jane  Miller,  were  of  German 
descent  and  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  but  in 
childhood  moved  with  their  parents  to 
Reedsburg,  Wayne  County,  Ohio,  where  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  on  Novem- 
ber 9,  1849.  Early  in  the  fifties  the  family 
moved  to  Green  County,  Indiana,  and  en- 
gaged in  farming.  Here  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  reared  and  acquired  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  the  rudiments  of  a  fair  education, 


which  he  has  largely  supplemented  by  an 
extensive  course  of  reading  and  continual 
study.  When  about  eighteen  years  old  he 
began  the  study  of  music  in  the  country 
singing  school  and  in  less  than  a  year  began 
teaching  singing  classes  and  met  with  good 
success.  After  four  years  of  teaching  he 
sold  his  home,  the  accumulation  of  those 
years,  and  with  the  money  attended  the  In- 
diana Conservatory  of  Music  in  Terre  Haute 
one  year.  After  leaving  this  he  acted  as 
leader  of  the  choir  in  the  Central  Christian 
church  of  the  same  city,  and  during  the  time 
conducted  classes  and  conventions.  He  made 
vocal  music  teaching  his  business  until  1881, 

30 


and  during  this  time  edited  for  a  time  a 
music  paper  and  composed  and  published  a 
number  of  musical  compositions  of  the 
Church  and  Gospel  Song  order.  His  songs, 
"There's  a  Light  in  the  Bible,,,  "He  is  Your 
Brother  Still"  and  "Ring  the  Bells  of  Free- 
dom," have  become  quite  popular.  He  came 
to  Iowa  in  the  spring  of  1877  and  taught 
music  until  1880. 

In  1 88 1  he  established  the  Mondamin  In- 
dependent and  soon  made  it  a  fine  local  pa- 
per. On  selling  it  in  1885  he  went  to  Whit- 
ing and  established  the  Herald.  It  was  at 
this  time  that  Senator  Whiting  was  nom- 
inated for  governor  on  the  democratic  ticket. 
Whiting  was  the  home  of  the  senator,  and 
this  gave  Mr.  Wonder  his  first  opportunity 
to  show  his  ability  as  a  newspaper  man.  The 
Herald  became  a  power  in  the  local  politics 
of  the  campaign.  Mr.  Whiting  was  very 
popular  in  his  county,  and  in  an  endeavor  to 
break  this  down  he  was  bitterly  and  unjustly 
assailed  by  an  unscrupulous  element  of  the 
opposition.  This  was  met  by  Mr.  Wonder 
in  a  strong  and  forcible  manner,  and  it  not 
only  gave  the  Herald  a  power  in  the  county, 
but  gave  him  at  once  prominence  as  a  safe 
counsellor  and  able  leader  in  the  county 
democracy.  He  was  postmaster  under  Pres- 
ident Cleveland's  first  term,  and  has  served 
his  party  as  county  chairman  three  years, 
secretary  four  years  and  was  again  chosen 
chairman  in  1899. 

In  1889  he  became  a  citizen  of  Onawa  and 
established  the  Onawa  Democrat  and  since 
that  time  has  enjoyed  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
it  grow  to  be  one  of  the  strongest  and  best 
country  newspapers  in  Western  Iowa.  He 
loves  his  profession  and  is  popular  with  the 
newspaper  men  of  Northwestern  Iowa.  He 
was  one  among  the  earnest  workers  in  or- 
ganizing the  Corn  Belt  Editorial  Association 
four  years  ago,  and  has  served  as  its  pres- 
ident. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  church, 
and  in  his  home  organization  takes  deep  in- 
terest. He  is  an  earnest  worker  in  the  Sun- 
day school  and  has  served  continuously  for 
years  as  superintendent,  and  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  county  Sunday  school  executive 
committee  and  served  as  president  of  the 
county  association  in  1898-99. 

On  Sunday,  January  23,  1870,  at  Dixon, 
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Indiana,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Sarah  E.  Beaman.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
John  and  Mary  Lucas  Beaman,  now  de* 
ceased.  To  them  have  been  born  six  chil- 
dren :  Effie  J.,  Elmer  Enos,  Mary  Etta,  Stella 
B.,  Fred  W.,  and  Ruth.  Elmer  and  Ruth 
died  in  infancy.  The  remainder  are  at  home 
except  Effiie  J.,  who  is  now  Mrs.  S.  T.  Skid- 
more. 


LA  VAKE,  William  O.,  was  a  hard- 
working and  ambitious  young  lawyer  who 
died  in  Dubuque,  March  15,  1898.    H*  was 


born  in  Na  Au  Say,  Kendall  County,  Illi- 
nois, on  a  farm,  and  comes  of  old  New  Eng- 
land French- Yankee  stock. 

The  first  of  the  family  to  come  to  America 
was  the  great-great-grandfather  of  this  sub- 
ject, Colonel  Le  Veque  or  L'Eveque,  who 
deserted  the  French  army  in  Paris  in  1777, 
and  finally  escaped  to  America  with  Lafay- 
ette and  served  throughout  the  Revolution, 
upon  the  conclusion  of  which,  not  wishing  to 
face  the  ordinary  punishment  for  desertion, 
accepted  a  grant  of  land  from  Congress  and 
settled  near  Bolton,  Vermont,  above  Bur- 
lington, on  what  was  known  for  years  as  the 
old  "Le  Vake  Place."     Two  sons  of  the 


Colonel  served  on  the  staff  of  General  Scott 
during  the  War  of  18 12.  Two  generations 
were  born  upon  the  old  Bolton  place.  Then 
the  Le  Vakes  became  scattered,  spelling  their 
names  variously,  as  follows:  Le  Vake,  Le 
Veque,  La  Vaque  and  La  Vake.  Louis  La 
Vake,  the  grandson  of  the  Colonel,  died  in 
1862,  as  adjutant  of  the  One  Hundred  and 
Fifteenth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry.  He  had 
three  sons,  also  in  the  service,  James  O., 
drummer  boy  of  Company  A,  Nineteenth 
Ohio  Infantry;  William  K,  drum  major  of 
the  Nineteenth,  and  Lewis,  private,  Com- 
pany K,  First  Vermont  Cavalry,  "Custer's 
Red  Neckties,"  who  is  the  father  of  Wil- 
liam O.  La  Vake,  who  thus  came  honestly 
by  his  patriotism  and  love  of  "Old  Glory." 
Lewis  La  Vake  married  at  Kendall,  Illinois, 
on  August  16,  1870,  Nancy  E.  Johnson,  who 
sprang  from  the  Johnson  and  Grey  families 
of  Vermont  and  New  York.  They  became 
the  parents  of  three  children,  Abbie  Wicker, 
Charles  J.,  now  dead,  and  William  O.  La 
Vake,  who,  after  having  procured  a  prac- 
tical common  school  education,  became  en- 
gaged for  three  years  with  the  wholesale 
millinery  house  of  James  G.  Johnson  &  Co., 
of  649-655  Broadway,  New  York,  in  which 
firm  an  uncle,  Charles  S.  La  Vake,  is  a 
partner.  The  climate  becoming  unhealthful 
for  Mr.  La  Vake  and  following  his  natural 
inclinations  to  enter  the  legal  profession,  he 
enrolled  in  the  law  department  of  the  State 
University  of  Iowa  in  the  class  of  '95,  where 
he  was  well  known  as  an  opponent  of  col- 
lege fraternities,  because  of  their  deteriorat- 
ing influence.  He  was  secretary  of  his  class 
during  the  senior  year  and  a  moving  spirit 
in  University  political  affairs.  Graduating 
on  June  12,  1895,  with  the  degree  of  LL. 
B.,  he  located  and  formed  a  law  partnership 
with  Hon.  F.  E.  Malloy  at  Dubuque,  at 
Main  and  Seventh  streets,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Malloy  &  La  Vake.  "  Although 
young,  they  made  a  clean  and  enviable  rep- 
utation. They  practiced  in  all  the  courts. 
Mr.  La  Vake  took  a  strong  interest  in  G.  A. 
R.  and  S.  of  V.  matters,  was  a  charter  mem- 
ber of  the  Charles  F.  Manderson  Camp  at 
Boise  City,  Idaho,  and  captain  of  Col.  D.  B. 
Henderson  Camp,  No.  18,  at  Dubuque,  serv- 
ing during  1896*  and  1897,  and  was  a  dele- 
grate  to  the  last  national  encampment  held  at 
Louisville,  Kentucky.     He  was  a  member 
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of  the  First  Congregational  Church  of  Du- 
buque, whose  pastor  is  the  eloquent  Mr. 
Hopkins.  Mr.  La  Vake  was  a  stalwart 
Blaine-McKinley  republican,  who  warmly 
advocated  protection,  reciprocity  and  honest 
money.  His  services  were  in  considerable 
demand  by  his  party.  He  was  energetic, 
enthusiastic  and  well  liked  by  those  who 
knew  him  best — in  short,  a  good  citizen. 

Mr.  La  Vake  was  killed  in  his  office  at  the 
corner  of  Seventh  and  Main  streets  in  Du- 
buque, March  15,  1898,  by  John  McGarry, 
who  was  tried  before  Judge  Huston,  con- 
victed of  murder  in  the  second  degree  and 
sentenced  to  a  life  term  in  the  penitentiary 
at  Anamosa.  The  supreme  court  afterward 
granted  McGarry  a  new  trial,  which  resulted 
in  his  acquittal,  though  this  verdict  was  not 
generally  satisfactory  and  was  claimed  to 
be  not  in  accordance  with  the  evidence.  Mr. 
La  Vake's  remains  now  lie  in  Maple  Hill 
cemetery  in  Montour,  Iowa. 


WHITE,  Milton  Wykoff,  M.  D.,  occu- 
pies a  high  rank  in  the  noble  profession  to 
which  so  many  of  our  best  men  have  devoted 
their  lives.  Among  the  people  of  Sioux 
City,  where  he  has  practiced  for  a  dozen 
years,  the  doctor  is  recognized  as  a  conscien- 
tious and  able  physician  and  one  exception- 
ally well  informed.  A  practicing  physician 
comes  in  close  contact  with  the  members  of 
a  community  and  they  are  apt  to  form  a  very 
accurate  estimate  of  his  ability.  Dr.  White 
is  of  Scotch  Irish  descent,  his  ancestors  on 
both  sides  having  been  among  the  earliest 
settlers  in  this  country.  Both  his  father's 
and  mother's  ancestors  were  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary War  and  his  mother's  father  was  in 
the  War  of  181 2.  The  Doctor  was  born  at 
Concord,  Muskingum  County,  Ohio,  April 
2,  1854.  His  father,  Alexander  White,  was 
a  prosperous  farmer  of  that  county  and  a 
soldier  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion.  His 
mother  was  Elizabeth  Wykoff  White. 

Young  White  attended  the  town  school  at 
Concord  until  1865,  when,  with  his  parents, 
he  came  to  Iowa  and  settled  on  an  unim- 
proved prairie  farm  in  Iowa  county.  As  a 
boy  of  twelve  he  helped  build  a  house,  break 
prairie  sod  and  improve  the  farm.    For  sev- 


eral years  he  worked  upon  the  farm  through 
the  summer  and  attended  the  country  school 
during  the  winter  months,  securing  in  this 
manner  a  good  common  school  education. 
Commencing  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  he  at- 
tended academies  in  the  neighboring  towns 
for  two  years  and  then  taught  school  and 
earned  money  to  take  him  through  college. 
After  finishing  college  he  studied  in  the 
Medical  Department  of  the  State  University 
at  Iowa  City  and  graduated  in  1882.  After 
graduating  he  located  at  Van  Home,  Iowa, 
and  practiced  very  successfully  for  five 
years,  when  he  sold  his  practice,  went  to 


New  York  City  and  took  a  course  in  Bel- 
levu  Hospital  Medical  College.  Here  he 
graduated  with  honors  in  1888,  and,  after 
taking  a  post  graduate  course,  located  in 
Sionx  City,  where  he  has  been  eminently 
successful  and  established  a  fine  practice. 
Dr.  White  is  a  member  of  the  American 
Medical  Association,  Iowa  State  Medical 
Sf  ciety,  Sioux  Valley  Medical  Society  and 
local  societies.  He  is  one  of  the  staff  of 
Samaritan  Hospital  and  lecturer  to  the 
Training  School  for  Nurses.  Also  medical 
exai'Mner  for  the  New  York  Life  Insurance 
Gwpjiy  and  other  companies,  and  for  the 
Unittd  Workman  and  belongs  to  the  Ma- 
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sons,  Odd  Fellows  and  United  Workman. 
The  Doctor  is  a  leading  member  and  a  trus- 
tee of  the  First  Methodist  church  of  Sioux 
Citv.  In  politics  he  has  always  been  a  re- 
publican and  his  first  vote  was  cast  for  R.  B. 
Hayes  for  president.  In  1883  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Gertrude  Dugan,  at  her  home  in 
Iowa  City.  Mrs.  White's  father  was  a  cap- 
tain in  the  Civil  War  and  was  killed  at  the 
battle  of  Pleasant  Hill. 


WRIGHT,  George  Franklin,  was  born 
in  Warren,  Washington  County,  Vermont, 
December  5,  1833,  and  was  the  eldest  of  a 
family  of  four  children  (he  alone  surviving) 
of  the  late  Franklin  Asher  Wright,  born  in 
Hanover,  New  Hampshire,  September  17, 
1801,  died  in  Council  .Bluffs,  October  5, 
1876,  (he  was  of  English  descent),  and  of 
Caroline  Susannah  Wright,  nee  Tillotson, 
born  in  Berlin,  Vermont,  November  3,  1807, 
of  Scotch  and  English  parentage.  They 
were  married  in  Berlin,  Vermont,  February 
27>  x833.  Franklin  A.  Wright  was  a  son  of 
Asher  Wright,  of  English  descent,  and  of 
Irene  Wright,  nee  Curtis,  of  English  de- 
scent. His  life  was  one  of  affairs,  and  he 
died  leaving  a  comfortable  estate  for  his  sur- 
viving widow.  Caroline  S.  Wright  was  a 
daughter  of  Captain  Samuel  Tillotson,  of 
English  descent,  and  of  Petsy  Tillotson.  nee 
Wallace,  of  Scotch  descent,  and  is  now 
( 1897),  at  nearly  ninety  years  of  age,  living 
in  the  enjoyment  of  general  good  health  with 
her  son,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

George  F.  Wright  was  reared  and  spent 
his  boyhood  on  a  farm  in  his  native  town, 
and  in  early  life,  when  a  mere  boy,  was  by 
his  father,  whose  large  business  interests  re- 
quired his  continued  absence  from  home,  left 
in  charge  of  the  home  interests  and  held 
largely  responsible  for  the  successful  carry- 
ing on  and  working  of  his  father's  farms, 
the  labor  on  which  was  performed  wholly 
by  hired  help.  This  training  and  the  respon- 
sibility incident  thereto  became  in  after 
years  of  great  utility  to  him  when  he  be- 
came engrossed  in  the  active  operation  and 
cares  of  his  own  business  career.  At  the  age 
of  seventeen  he  commenced  his  academic 
education  at  West  Randolph,  Vermont,  un- 


der the  tutorage  of  the  late  Hon.  Austin 
Adams,  of  Dubuque,  Iowa,  who  was  twice 
elected  chief  justice  of  the  state  of  Iowa. 
During  his  academic  training,  teaching  dis- 
trict school  winters,  as  was  customary  with 
many  New  England  boys,  he  completed  his 
preparatory  studies  for  and  one  year  in  ad- 
vance of  his  college  course.  He  did  not  en- 
ter college,  however,  but  the  spring  follow- 
ing his  majority,  in  1855,  he  came  to  Iowa 
and  settled  in  Keosauqua,  Van  Buren  coun- 
ty^  where  he  at  once  commenced  the  study 
of  the  law  with  the  law  firm  of  Wright, 
Knapp  &  Caldwell,  composed  of  the  late  ex- 


Senator  George  G.  Wright,  of  Des  Moine. 
the  late  Hon.  Joseph  C.  Knapp,  of  Keosau- 
qua, (who  was  his  uncle),  and  his  honor, 
Judge  Henry  C.  Caldwell,  of  Little  Rock, 
Arkansas,  now  chief  justice  of  the  United 
States  circuit  court  of  appeals  for  the  Eighth 
circuit  of  the  United  States.  His  law  studies 
were  pursued  under  the  tutorage  of  Senator 
Wright,  and  as  a  member  of  a  large  class  of 
law  students  then  under  his  charge  his  ad- 
vancement was  such  that  he  was  admitted  to 
the  Van  Buren  county  bar  in  1857.  Judge 
H.  B.  Hendershott,  then  presiding  judge  of 
the  district  court  of  said  county.  The  same 
year  Senator  Wright  being  elected  to  the 
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supreme  bench  of  Iowa,  George  F.,  as  he 
was  familiarly  known,  was  admitted  to  part- 
nership with  his  uncle,  Judge  Knapp,  and 
Judge  Caldwell,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Knapp,  Caldwell  &  Wright,  which  so  con- 
tinued until  Judge  Caldwell  was  appointed 
to  the  federal  bench  at  Little  Rock.  His 
education,  founded  in  the  old-fashioned  New 
England  schools  and  in  the  old-fashioned 
New  England  ways,  was  rounded  out  under 
the  training  received  from  these  eminent 
lawyers  and  jurists.  Aided  by  their  ripe  bus- 
iness experience,  by  his  extensive  acquaint- 
ance with  business  affairs  and  with  men  of 
affairs,  he  became  a  good  lawyer,  as  well  as 
an  active,  persevering  and  successful  busi- 
ness man.  It  was  in  this  practical  way  that 
he  acquired  the  educational  elements  which 
insured  his  success  much  more  effectually 
than  coujd  have  been  attained  by  a  univer- 
sity or  college  course  or  both  combined. 

Early  in  1861  he  enlisted  in  response  to 
President  Lincoln's  call  for  seventy-five 
thousand  volunteers,  and  in  connection  with 
Captain,  afterwards  General  James  M.  Tut- 
tle,  since  deceased,  raised  a  company  of  vol- 
unteers in  Van  Buren  county,  of  which  he 
was  elected  the  first  lieutenant,  receiving  his 
commission  from  the  hands  of  Governor 
Kirk  wood  at  Davenport,  Iowa.  His  com- 
pany rendezvoused  at  Keokuk  and  after  be- 
ing some  time  in  camp,  the  first  call  being 
full,  it  was  accepted  in  the  second  call  for 
volunteers  and  became  a  part  of  the  Second 
Regiment  of  Iowa  Volunteers.  Immediately 
before  this  occurred,  Judge  Caldwell  having 
enlisted  and  having  been  elected  major  of 
the  Third  Iowa  Cavalry,  the  business  of  their 
law  firm  demanded  Mr.  Wright's  return  to 
Keosauqua.  On  his  return  there  he  at  once, 
at  the  request  of  Governor  Kirkwood,  raised 
a  company  of  state  militia,  was  elected  cap- 
tain thereof,  and  his  company  was  accepted 
by  the  governor  for  the  protection  of  the 
Iowa  border  in  Van  Buren  county,  equipped 
with  Springfield  rifles  and  furnished  with 
all  the  munitions  of  war.  This  organization 
was  kept  intact,  being  frequently  called  to 
the  border  and  into  the  state  of  Missouri, 
until  the  rebels  and  guerrillas  were  driven 
out  of  the  northern  part  of  that  state,  when 


most  of  the  company  enlisted  in  and  became 
a  part  of  the  Fifteenth  Regiment  of  Iowa 
Volunteers. 

On  October  26,  1863,  he  was  married 
in  the  city  of  Chicago  to  Ellen  E. 
Brooks,  of  Northfield,  Vermont.  She  was 
born  in  Hancock,  Vermont,  September  21, 
1830.  She  was  the  daughter  of  the  late 
Josiah  Prentice  Brooks,  born  April  5,  1797, 
in  Alstead,  New  Hampshire,  died  in  North- 
field,  Vermont,  January  10,  1883,  of  Eng- 
lish descent,  and  of  the  late  Betsy  Parker 
Brooks,  nee  Robbins,  born  August  16,  1797, 
in  Hancock,  Vermont,  died  in  Northfield, 
Vermont,  November  4,  1885,  and  was  of 
English  descent.  During  their  residence  in 
Keosauqua  there  were  born  to  them  three 
sons,  the  oldest  dying  in  infancy,  and  after 
their  removal  therefrom  to  Council  Bluffs, 
two  daughters,  all  now  living,  viz. :  Frank- 
lin Prentice  Wright,  born  March  2,  1866; 
George  Spencer  Wright,  born  January  21, 
1868;  Eliza  Caroline  Wright,  born  June  I, 
1870,  and  Ellen  Elizabeth  Wright,  born 
December  1,  1872. 

In  the  spring  of  1868  he  moved  with  his 
family  to  Council  Bluffs  and  formed  a  law 
partnership  with  the  late  Judge  Caleb  Bald- 
win and  the  law  firm  of  Baldwin  &  Wright 
at  once  became  one  of  the  leading  law  firms 
of  the  state.  The  firm  at  once  took  high 
rank  among  the  profession  as  practicing  at- 
torneys, and  as  the  several  railway  com- 
panies representing  the  trunk  lines  made 
their  terminii  in  Council  Bluffs,  this  firm 
became  their  local  attorneys  and  has  ever 
since  retained  that  relation  toward  them. 
This  law  connection  continued  up  to  the  time 
when  Judge  Baldwin  was  appointed  by  Pres- 
ident Grant  as  one  of  the  judges  of  the  Court 
of  Commissioners  of  Alabama  Claims,  re- 
quiring his  residence  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, when  the  firm  was  dissolved.  Mr. 
Wright  then  associated  with  himself  Hon. 
Amos  J.  Rising,  since  judge  of  the  district 
court  of  Arapahoe  county,  Denver,  Colorado, 
and  Hon.  John  N.  Baldwin,  the  second  son 
of  the  late  Judge  Caleb  Baldwin.  After  sev- 
eral years  of  successful  practice  Judge  Ris- 
ing retired  from  the  firm,  removing  to  Colo- 
rado, and  the  firm  became  and  has  since  re- 
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mained  as  Wright  &  Baldwin,  they  having 
associated  with  them  the  two  sons  of  Mr. 
Wrigtft. 

He  early  identified  himself  with  the  poli- 
tics of  his  county,  the  state  and  the  na- 
tion, and  has  always  been  a  staunch  repub- 
lican, and  for  many  years  a  leading  worker 
in  his  party.  During  his  residence  in  Van 
Buren  county  he  was  repeatedly  tendered  the 
nomination  for  member  of  the  legislature 
fr6m  that  county,  which  was  then  equivalent 
to  an  election,  but  invariably  declined  the 
honor.  In  1875  he  was  elected  senator  from 
the  Ninth  senatorial  district  of  Iowa,  com- 
prising the  counties  of  Pottawattamie  and 
Mills.  After  serving  as  senator  in  the  Six- 
teenth and  Seventeenth  General  Assemblies, 
he  was  again  elected  senator  in  1879  in  the 
Nineteenth  senatorial  district  of  Iowa,  com- 
prising Pottawattamie  county,  his  place  of 
residence.  He  served  as  senator  from  the 
Nineteenth  district  in  the  Eighteenth  and 
Nineteenth  General  Assemblies.  During 
his  senatorial  career,  his  reputation  as  a  law- 
yer and  his  energy  and  ability  won  for  him 
substantial  influence  in  that  body.  He  was 
from  the  first  a  member  of  the  judiciary 
committee  and  being  an  earnest,  industrious 
worker,  he  was  enabled  to  prevent  the  en- 
actment of  many  bad  laws,  as  well  as  to  aid 
in  the  passage  of  all  good  ones.  He  was 
ever  vigilant  and  faithful  to  the  trust  im- 
posed on  him,  never  allowing  his  personal 
feelings  or  preferences  to  swerve  him  from 
the  true  path  of  duty  and  strict  justice.  He 
rendered  the  state  and  his  constituency  faith- 
ful and  competent  service  and  in  such  man- 
ner as  to  reflect  great  credit  on  himself  and 
honor  to  his  state. 

In  1868  Hon.  John  F.  Dillon,  circuit 
judge  of  the  Eighth  circuit  of  the  United 
States  circuit  court  for  Iowa,  appointed  him 
United  States  commissioner  of  said  court 
for  the  state  of  Iowa,  which  position  he  has 
since  held  continuously,  and  now  holds  the 
same  for  the  Southern  District  of  Iowa  un- 
der appointment  from  Hon.  John  S.  Wool- 
son,  judge  of  the  federal  court  in  Iowa. 

Soon  after  taking  up  his  residence  in 
Council  Bluffs  and  in  1870  and  immediately 
following,  he  began  to  engage  in  active  bus- 
iness enterprises  outside  of  his  profession, 
and  with  his  associates  organized  companies 


and  constructed  and  put  in  successful  opera- 
tion large  plants  for  the  manufacture  and 
supply  of  coal  illuminating  gas  in  the  city 
of  Council  Bluffs,  Ottumwa,  Mt.  Pleasant, 
Cedar  Rapids  and  Sioux  City  in  Iowa,  and 
in  the  cities  of  Elgin  and  Evanston,  in  Illi- 
nois. He  was  elected  president  of  the  Council 
Bluffs  company,  which  position  he  held  for 
over  twenty  years  and  until  said  company 
was  consolidated  with  the  Council  Bluffs 
electric  light  plant,  of  which  combined  plants 
he  is  now  the  president  and  principal  owner. 
In  1868  he,  with  Judge  Baldwin  and  Hon. 
John  T.  Baldwin,  his  associates,  constructed 
and  operated  the  Council  Bluffs  street  rail- 
way lines,  the  first  street  railway  in  Council 
Bluffs,  and  was  the  president  of  said  com- 
pany until  it  passed  under  the  control  of  the 
Union  Pacific  Railway  Company. 

In  1 88 1  he  was  elected  secretary  and  treas- 
urer of  the  Union  Elevator  Company,  of 
Council  Bluffs,  composed  of  the  six  trunk 
lines  of  railway  companies  terminating  there- 
in, and  had  the  supervision  and  construction 
of  its  Union  Elevator  building  in  said  city, 
which  has  the  largest  capacity  of  any  grain 
elevator  west  of  the  city  of  Chicago. 

In  1886,  in  connection  with  his  associates, 
he  organized  the  Omaha  &  Council  Bluffs 
Railway  &  Bridge  Company,  procured  from 
congress  a  franchise  for  a  combined  railway 
and  wagon  bridge  across  the  Missouri  river 
between  the  cities  of  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa, 
and  Omaha,  Nebraska,  and  during  the  next 
two  years  the  company,  of  which  he  was 
elected  secretary  and  member  of  its  execu- 
tive committee,  erected  one  of  the  finest  and 
most  expensive  steel  bridges  over  said  river, 
and  in  connection  therewith  constructed  and 
put  in  successful  operation  over  said  bridge 
and  between  said  cities  the  first  electric  street 
railway  line  ever  constructed  and  operated 
in  Iowa  or  Nebraska,  and  he  is  still  a  mem- 
ber of  the  executive  committee  of  the  com- 
pany. 

In  1887  he  and  his  associates  organized 
the  Lake  Manawa  Railway  Company,  whose 
line  connects  the  City  of  Council  Bluffs  with 
Lake  Manawa,  a  beautiful  sheet  of  water 
and  pleasure  resort  lying  four  miles  south 
of  Council  Bluffs,  and  progressed  with  its 
construction  until  it  passed  under  the  con- 
trol of  Hon.  J.  K.  Graves,  of  Dubuque,  who 
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completed,  equipped  and  put  it  in  successful 
operation. 

In  1888  he  and  his  associates  organized 
the  Sprague  Iron  Works  Company  of  Coun- 
cil Bluffs  and  constructed  and  put  in  opera- 
tion the  principal  foundry  and  manufactory 
of  steam  engines,  boilers  and  other  machin- 
ery in  the  city,  and  he  is  now  the  secretary 
of  the  company. 

In  1889,  in  connection  with  his  associates, 
he  organized  the  Ottawa  Electric  Street  Rail- 
way Company,  of  Ottawa,  Illinois,  and  con- 
structed and  put  in  operation  in  said  city  the 
first  electric  street  railway  constructed  in 
that  state. 

In  1896  he  was  elected  vice-president  for 
the  state  of  Iowa  of  the  Trans-Mississippi 
&  International  Exposition,  to  be  held  at 
Omaha,  Nebraska,  in  1898,  which  appoint- 
ment was  ratified  by  Governor  Francis  M. 
Drake  of  Iowa,  from  whom  he  holds  his 
commission,  and  he  is  ex-officio  member  of 
the  Iowa  Trans-Mississippi  International 
Exposition  Commission. 

As  a  lawyer  Mr.  Wright  is  prominent, 
leading  and  able,  never  seeking  to  deceive 
court  or  jury,  but  in  open,  manly,  earnest 
contest  endeavoring  to  secure  the  rights  of 
his  clients.  Gifted  with  sound  judgment, 
endowed  with  great  good  common  sense,  a 
fine  analyzer  of  character,  and  the  motives 
of  men,  he  is  ever  ready  to  meet  his  adver- 
sary, in  court  or  in  the  field  of  compromise, 
confident  in  his  resources  and  ability  to  se- 
cure better  results  for  his  clients  by  negotia- 
tions than  by  prolonged  and  expensive  liti- 
gation. 

As  a  business  man  he  is  possessed  of  fine 
executive  ability,  is  untiring  and  energetic, 
continually  adding  to  the  cares  and  burdens 
of  his  life  new  enterprises,  which  by  his  con- 
stant perseverance  and  the  vigor  of  his  never 
failing  energy,  he  pushes  to  successful  pro- 
portions and  generally  attains  satisfactory 
results. 

As  a  citizen  he  is  active,  progressive,  pub- 
lic spirited  and  liberal,  and  since  his  advent 
in  Council  Bluffs  he  has  ever  been  loyal  to 
her  best  material  interests,  advocating  all 
measures  looking  to  her  prosperity  that  the 
best  elements  therein  strove  to  advance  or 
establish.  Of  strict  and  upright  manhood, 
he  constantly  labors  for  her  welfare,  often 


at  the  expense  of  his  own  personal  interests, 
and  is  always  found  in  the  line  of  the  best 
citizenship. 

As  a  friend  he  is  true,  honest,  faithful  and 
sacrificing  to  all  who  show  themselves 
worthy  of  his  confidence  and  friendship,  gen- 
erous in  his  praises,  slow  in  his  criticisms, 
and  always  happy  in  contributing  to  the 
wants  and  needs  of  his  fellows. 

As  a  man  he  is  amiable,  temperate,  hon- 
orable, benevolent,  just  and  upright,  with 
fine  literary  tastes  and  broad  culture. 


WILLIAMS,  Francis  Marion.  To  rise 
above  the  common  plane  in  the  legal  pro- 
fession in  Iowa  requires  that  one  possess 
more  than  ordinary  ability.  Of  Lawyer 
Williams,  of  Iowa  Falls,  it  may  be  said  that 
he  has  that  distinction.  He  was  born  in 
Perry  County,  Ohio,  on  January  9,  1852. 
His  father,  B.  F.  Williams,  was  by  occupa- 
tion a  farmer,  and  owned  one  of  the  model 
farms  of  the  county  where  he  resided.  His 
death  occurred  in  1892.  He  left  a  family 
consisting  of  six  sons,  of  whom  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  the  fourth.  Of  his  early 
ancestors  little  is  known  except  that  a  pretty 
romance  comes  down  the  line  on  his  mother's 
side.  The  Larkins  were  a  notable  Irish 
family,  and  one  beautiful  daughter,  not  un- 
like pretty  daughters  of  this  day  and  age 
of  the  world,  would  not  take  kindly  to  the 
young  man  her  parents  had  chosen  for  her, 
although  he  was  of  noble  birth,  but  became 
infatuated  with  a  young  man  of  humble 
though  honorable  parentage.  When  all  ar- 
rangements had  been  made  for  the  ceremony 
which  was  to  unite  her  to  the  young  noble- 
man, she  eloped  with  the  man  of  her  choice, 
was  married  and  came  to  the  United  States, 
settling  in  Pennsylvania.  A  daughter  was 
bom  to  them,  and  this  daughter  was  the 
great-grandmother  of  Mr.  Williams. 

Following  a  term  of  years  in  the  district 
and  high  schools,  Mr.  Williams  took  a 
course  in  the  academy  at  Mt.  Gilead,  Ohio. 
Being  naturally  of  a  literary  turn  of  mind 
he  engaged  in  teaching  to  raise  funds  with 
which  to  carry  on  his  higher  education.  He 
then  entered  the  Wesleyan  University  at 
Delaware,  Ohio,  from  which  institution  he 
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graduated  with  the  class  of  1876.  In  1879 
he  came  to  Iowa  and  settled  at  Eldora  in 
Hardin  county.  While  yet  in  Ohio  he  read 
law  in  the  office  of  Reed  &  Powell  at  Dela- 
ware, and  also  had  the  advantage  of  an  ex- 
tended period  under  the  tutorship  of  the 
learned  Judge  Dunn  of  Mt.  Gilead.  Later 
he  entered  upon  the  practice  of  law  at  Ma- 
ringo,  Ohio,  and  after  coming  to  Iowa,  prac- 
ticed at  Eldora  and  Dows  before  locating 
permanently  at  Iowa  Falls. 

Politically  Mr.  Williams  was  a  democrat 
until  1896.  He  at  one  time  permitted  him- 
self to  engage  actively  in  politics  and  was 
made  mayor  of  Iowa  Falls  in  1891,  but 
reaching  the  conviction  that  he  could  only 
engage  in  politics  at  the  expense  of  his  pro- 
fession, he  declined  further  official  honors 
and  now  contents  himself  with  doing  only 
that  which  his  professional  duties  will  per- 
mit. His  law  practice  is  not  confined  to  the 
district  and  federal  courts,  but  he  has  con- 
ducted some  highly  important  cases  in  the 
supreme  court  of  the  state.  He  was  too 
young  to  enlist  as  a  soldier,  being  but  nine 
years  old  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  war. 
Socially  Mr.  Williams  is  quite  popular,  de- 
spite the  fact  that  he  is  not  a  member  of  any 
civic  society  or  church.    He  was  married  in 


February,  1876,  to  Miss  Alice  Griffith.  They 
have  but  one  child,  a  son,  Lee  Lawrence 
Williams,  born  October  11,  1884.  Mrs. 
Williams  was  the  daughter  of  David  Grif- 
fith, a  prosperous  farmer  of  Chesterville, 
Ohio.  Mr.  Williams  is  now  (1900)  the 
mayor  of  Iowa  Falls,  having  been  elected 
at  the  recent  non-partisan  municipal  elec- 
tion over  his  opponent,  J.  H.  Funk,  late 
speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives,  by 
a  majority  of  more  than  two  to  one. 


WEISER,  Emilius  Ilgenfritz,  of  De- 
corah,  the  pioneer  druggist  of  Winneshiek 
county,  is  of  German  blood,  being  a  direct 
descendant  of  Colonel  Conrad  Weiscr,  who 
came  to  America  in  1710,  and  was  a  prom- 
inent Indian  agent  and  interpreter.  Other 
ancestors  took  leading  parts  in  the  inter- 
colonial and  revolutionary  wars.  Captain 
Weiser  is  a  squ  of  Samuel  Weiser,  a  thrifty 
farmer,  and  Anna  Maria  Ilgenfritz  Weiser. 
He  was -born  April  16,  1835,  on  a  farm  near 
York,  Pennsylvania.  His  education  was  ob- 
tained in  the  common  schools  and  at  the 
York  County  Academy,  but  tiring  of  study 
he  crossed  the  Alleghanies  to  Western  Penn- 
sylvania before  reaching  his  fifteenth  year, 
and  secured  a  position  in  a  general  store  at 
Berlin,  Somerset  county,  where  he  worked 
a  year  and  a  half  for  his  board.  Returning' 
home  he  entered  the  private  school  of  Dr.  A. 
R.  Blair,  where  he  took  special  studies  pre- 
paratory to  entering  the  profession  of  phar- 
macy. In  1852  he  began  an  apprenticeship 
in  the  drug  store  of  E.  T.  Miller,  of  York, 
and  remained  there  four  years,  receiving  $75 
the  first  year,  with  an  increase  of  $25  each 
succeeding  year,  with  his  board  included 
the  fourth  year.  He  came  to  Iowa  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one  and  opened  the  pioneer 
drug  store  at  Decorah  in  June,  1856,  and 
has  made  this  his  home  ever  since.  A  year 
later  he  formed  a  partnership  with  his 
brother  Albert  which  lasted  until  1865,  when 
he  again  became  sole  proprietor  and  man- 
aged the  business  until  January,  1893,  when 
he  retired  and  turned  it  over  to  his  son, 
Emilius  J.  Weiser. 

Following  the  example  of  his  patriotic  an- 
cestors. Captain  Weiser  was  the  first  man 
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in  Wfnneshiek  county  to  enlist  in  the  civil 
war.  He  was  sworn  into  service  April  27, 
1 86 1,  and  assisted  in  forming  the  company 
known  as  the  Deborah  Guards,  under  Cap- 
tain G.  R.  Willett.  He  was  chosen  first 
lieutenant  of  his  company,  receiving  his 
•commission  from  Governor  Kirkwood  May 
17,  1 86 1.  He  was  mustered  into  the  United 
States  service  June  8,  1861,  at  Keokuk  as 
first  lieutenant  of  Company  D,  Third  Iowa 
Infantry  Volunteers.  The  company  served 
first  in  the  Missouri  campaign,  and  he  was 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  captain  at  Mont- 
gomery, January  16,  1862.  They  were  in 
the  battle  of  Shiloh,  and  here  he  received 
two  wounds,  one  in  the  heel  and  one  in  the 
lenee,  which  disabled  him  for  several 
months.  He  again  took  command  of  his 
company,  but  in  the  battle  of  Matamora, 
Mississippi,  October  5,  1862,  he  received  a 
Avound  in  the  right  thigh  with  a  minnie  ball, 
shattering  the  bone,  which  crippled  him  for 
life.  He  was  but  poorly  cared  for,  and  was 
changed  from  one  hospital  to  another,  was 
confined  to  his  bed  for  six  months  at  Bol- 
iver,  Tennessee,  and  finally  transferred  to 
the  United  States  hospital  at  Keokuk.  While 
on  the  way,  his  regiment  learning  that  he 
was  in  their  locality,  stopped  the  train  and 


carried  him  to  their  camp  near  Memphis, 
where  he  remained  several  days,  with  kind- 
ness and  admiration  lavished  upon  him. 
Resolutions  of  sympathy  and  esteem  were 
adopted  by  the  regiment,  and  he  was  pre- 
sented with  a  handsome  silver  pitcher  as  a 
token  of  their  respect  for  him  with  an  ap- 
propriate inscription  engraved  upon  it.  The 
soldiers  were  also  deeply  moved  and  the 
parting  which  followed  was  one  long  to  be 
remembered.  From  Keokuk  he  was  ordered 
to  his  home  at  Decorah,  where  he  arrived 
May  27,  1863.  He  was  received  by  his  old 
friends  with  the  wildest  enthusiasm.  When 
near  the  town  the  horses  were  unhitched 
from  the  carriage  and  he  was  drawn  in  it 
by  the  citizens,  whose  cheering  was  almost 
without  ceasing.  Addresses  were  delivered, 
cannon  fired  and  music  furnished  by  the 
band.  On  acco.unt  of  his  physical  disabil- 
ity, the  captain  now  sent  in  his  resignation, 
but  after  waiting  over  four  months  for  it  to 
be  accepted  and  being  unable  to  get  any  tid- 
ings from  it,  he  started  south  in  October, 
1863,  in  search  of  his  regiment,  and  resumed 
command  of  his  company — this  time  on 
crutches — at  Natches,  Mississippi.  At  the 
end  of  a  month  he  received  orders  to  com- 
mand a  recruiting  party  for  the  Third  Iowa 
Infantry,  and  accordingly  returned  to  De- 
corah, opened  a  recruiting  office  and  was  en- 
gaged in  that  work  until  he  was  mustered 
out  June  18,  1864.  Since  that  time  he  has 
|)een  devoted  to  business  and  family,  never 
losing  courage,  though  for  over  twenty-five 
years  he  suffered  almost  constant  pain  from 
wounds  received  in  the  war. 

The  captain  is  an  enthusiastic  member  of 
the  G.  A.  R.  and  served  as  junior  vice- 
commander  of  the  Department  of  Iowa,  as 
commander  of  the  Fourth  district  and  for 
fourteen  years  as  commander  of  Colonel 
Hughes  Post  No.  168  at  Decorah.  Before 
retiring  from  its  command  his  post  presented 
him  with  a  gold  G.  A.  R.  badge  with  a  dia- 
mond setting  as  a  token  of  its  appreciation 
of  his  services,  and  their  regard  for  him  as 
a  commander.  He  is  a  past  grand  and  the 
present  chaplain  of  Winneshiek  Lodge  No. 
58,  I.  O.  O.  F.  He  has  belonged  to  the 
Congregational  church  since  1876  and  has 
held  either  the  office  of  treasurer  or  trustee 
during  that  time.    In  politics  he  has  always 
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been  a  republican,  coming  into  his  majority 
in  the  year  the  party  was  organized,  but 
held  no  public  office,  always  declining  any 
political  honors  offered  him  by  his  party. 

Captain  Weiser  was  married  February 
2,  1864,  to  Miss  Mary  Louisa  Von  Hoff, 
who  was  born  November  18,  1843,  an<*  is 
the  youngest  daughter  of  Dr.  Augustus 
Henry  and  Jane  Martin  Von  Hoff,  of  Me- 
chanicsburg,  Pennsylvania.  They  have  had 
five  children :  a  son,  born  April  1,  1865,  who 
died  very  soon;  Emilius  James,  born  Jan- 
uary 3,  1867,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the  Illi- 
nois College  of  Pharmacy,  and  who  suc- 
ceeded his  father  in  the  drug  business  in  Jan- 
uary, 1893,  which  he  sold  in  September, 
1898,  and  moved  to  Ortonville,  Minnesota, 
where  he  is  engaged  in  the  banking  bus- 
iness; William  Walter,  born  August  24, 
1870,  who  died  July  13,  1872;  Samuel  Von 
Hoff,  born  September  19,  1872,  who  is  a 
graduate  of  the  Illinois  Dental  College,  and 
opened  a  dental  office  at  Eagle  Grove  in 
April,  1896,  and  moved  to  West  Union  in 
January,  1899,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession,  and  Harry  Mar- 
tin, born  September  22,  1884. 


WHEELER,  John  R.,  of  Dunlap,  comes 
of  revolutionary  ancestry.  His  great  grand- 
father, Francis  Wheeler,  of  Concord,  Mass., 
was  one  of  the  immortal  patriotic  "minute 
men,"  who  left  their  farms,  stores  and  shops 
at  the  beginning  of  the  struggle  for  liberty, 
and  at  Concord  met  the  British  soldiers  in 
mortal  combat,  covering  themselves  with 
glory  for  all  time.  His  grandfather,  Josiah 
H.  Wheeler,  then  fourteen  years  of  age,  was 
ill  with  typhoid  fever,  and  was  removed  to 
the  woods  in  an  oxxart,  for  safety,  when 
the  news  came  that  the  British  troops  were 
marching  upon  Lexington.  The  father  of 
the  subject  of  our  sketch,  was  James  Wheel- 
er, who  was  a  farmer  and  lumber  man,  and 
his  mother  was  Nancy  Rose  Wheeler,  who 
was  reared  in  England.  They  settled  in 
Frewsburg,  Chautauqua  County,  New  York, 
in  181 5,  where  John  R.  was  born,  Septem- 
ber 30,  1833.  His  boyhood  was  spent  on  a 
farm,  and  his  only  opportunity  for  acquiring 


an  education  was  in  the  common  schools  of 
that  period. 

In  1856  he  went  to  Eau  Claire,  Wis.,  and 
in  i860  was  elected  sheriff  of  Eau  Claire 
county.  In  the  fall  of  1861  he  raised  and 
organized  Company  G  of  the  Sixteenth  Wis- 
consin Infantry,  and  was  elected  captain  of 
the  company.  His  period  of  service  ex- 
tended through  the  entire  war.  He  was  in 
the  battles  of  Shiloh  and  Corinth  in  1862, 
at  Vicksburg  in  1863,  at  the  siege  of  At- 
lanta in  1864,  where  he  was  shot  through 
both  thighs  on  July  21,  1864,  and  was  in 
the  closing  fight  of  the  great  struggle,  at 


Kingston,  North  Carolina,  in  March,  1865. 
He  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  major  of 
his  regiment,  and  was  in  active  service  un- 
til the  final  surrender  of  the  last  confed- 
erate. 

After  the  war,  Major  Wheeler  settled  at 
Clinton,  Iowa,  and  engaged  in  the  lumber 
business.  As  the  North  Western  Railway 
was  extended  through  the  state,  Mr.  Wheel- 
er established  lumber  yards  at  Boone,  Jeffer- 
son, Denison,  Woodbine  and  Dunlap,  Iowa, 
and  at  Blair,  Nebraska.  In  1867  he  settled 
at  Dunlap  in  Harrison  county,  where  he  es- 
tablished the  first  lumber  yard  in  that  town. 
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In  1876  he  married  Miss  Nancy  E.  Tyler, 
of  Hamburg,  Iowa.  Their  only  child,  John 
R.   Wheeler,  Jr.,  was  born  November  10, 

1879. 

Major  Wheeler  is  a  member  of  the  demo- 
cratic party,  and  in  1895  was  nominated  by 
his  party  for  representative  in  the  Twenty- 
sixth  General  Assembly,  and  was  elected, 
notwithstanding  the  fact  that  Drake,  the 
republican  candidate  for  governor,  had  over 
700  majority  in  the  county.  He  was  an  in- 
telligent and  useful  member  of  the  house, 
serving  on  several  important  committees. 


WRIGHT,  Samuel  Sherman,  of  the 
well  known  firm  of  Wright  &  Wright,  at- 
torneys at  Tipton,  Iowa,  is  a  man  well 
known  in  political  circles  of  the  Fourth  and 
Fifth  congressional  districts  and  through- 
out the  state.  From  youth  he  has  taken  an 
active  part  in  politics  and  for  several  years 
has  been  generally  considered  one  of  the 
most  brilliant  and  logical  of  the  younger 
democratic  speakers.  One  of  the  most  noted 
of  his  speeches  was  the  one  which  he  as  tem- 
porary chairman  delivered  before  the  demo- 
cratic state  convention  held  in  Dubuque, 
May  20,  1896.  In  it  he  denounced  in  em- 
phatic and  comprehensive  terms  the  doctrine 
of  the  free  and  unlimited  coinage  of  silver, 
and  warned  the  convention  against  a  sys- 
tem of  finance  that  would  "drive  the  recog- 
nized standard  into  the  vaults  or  out  of  the 
country."  He  said  that  to  make  a  piece  of 
money  out  of  fifty-one  or  fifty-two  cents 
worth  of  silver  and  say  that  it  shall  be  re- 
ceived in  payment  of  all  debts  as  one  dollar, 
is  to  confiscate  one-half  the  wages  and  sav- 
ings of  labor  and  to  double  the  price  of 
everything  labor  has  to  buy.  This  brilliant 
and  convincing  speech  was  not  only  received 
with  extravagant  demonstrations  of  delight 
by  his  own  party,  but  the  eloquent  earnest- 
ness of  the  young  orator  commanded  the 
most  respectful  attention  of  those  who  polit- 
ically were  bitterly  opposed  to  his  ideas. 

Mr.  Wright  is  a  native  Iowan,  born  at 
Nashua,  March  6,  1865.  His  father,  Rob- 
ert Wright,  was  born  in  England,  but  came 
to  Chickasaw  county,  Iowa,  when  he  was 
nine  years  old.     He  was  a    farmer    near 


Nashua  until  1892.  The  mother,  Sarah 
Lydia  Gilliland  Wright,  of  German-Irish 
descent,  was  born  in  Indiana,  and  came  to 
Chickasaw  County,  Iowa,  at  about  the  same 
time  as  her  husband.  They  were  married 
at  Nashua  in  1862  and  lived  on  a  farm  there 
until  1892,  when  they  moved  to  Tipton, 
where  Mrs.  Wright  died  September  22, 
1896.  To  them  had  been  born  two  chil- 
dren, the  older  one  of  them  being  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  and  the  younger  his  law 
partner,  J.  Willard  Wright. 

Sam  S.  Wright  received  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  country  schools  of  Chickasaw 


county.  From  the  district  school  he  was 
sent  tc  Bradford  Academy,  after  which  he 
taught  two  terms  in  the  district  school,  and 
in  1883  entered  Upper  Iowa  University  at 
Fayette,  graduating  at  the  head  of  his  class 
in  nine  terms  thereafter.  He  was  an  active 
member  of  the  Zetegathean  Litdrary  So- 
ciety, in  the  meetings  of  which  society  he 
spoke  at  least  weekly  during  the  entire  time 
that  he  was  in  college.  When  a  mere  child 
he  decided  upon  the  practice  of  law  for  his 
life  work  and  through  his  college  days 
spared  no  effort  to  fit  himself  for  his  chosen 
work.  In  the  spring  of  1886  he  won  the 
famous  Foster  debate,  which  was  open  to 
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the  institution,  the  prize  being  given  by  Dr. 
Foster  of  New  York.  During  the  time  he  • 
was  in  college  he  "stumped"  for  the  demo- 
cratic party  the  northeastern  part  of  the 
state,  his  first  work  in  this  line  being  done 
for  Senator  L.  B.  Mattoon  of  Fayette 
•county.  As  an  extemporaneous  speaker  po- 
litically or  otherwise  his  record  was,  even 
then,  the  admiration  and  envy  of  his  friends 
and  colleagues.  He  graduated  from  the 
Upper  Iowa  University  in  June,  1886,  with 
the  degree  of  B.  S.  Three  years  later  for 
post  graduate  work  done,  the  degree  of  Ph. 
M.  was  conferred  upon  him  by  the  same  in- 
stitution. 

About  two  weeks  prior  to  his  graduation 
he  was  elected  principal  of  the  public  schools 
of  Fayette,  which  position  he  accepted  and 
satisfactorily  filled  for  three  years.  During 
the  time  he  taught  school  he  spent  his  leisure 
time  in  the  study  of  law  and  finally  resigned 
his  position  in  the  schools  that  he  might  en- 
ter more  actively  upon  the  work  of  prepara- 
tion for  his  chosen  profession.  He  went 
directly  to  the  State  University  of  Iowa  and 
entered  the  law  department,  which  course 
he  completed  in  the  spring  of  1890.  July 
4th  of  the  same  year  the  newly  fledged  young 
attorney  addressed  the  assembled  crowds  at 
Stamwood,  Cedar  County,  Iowa,  as  orator 
of  the  day  and  was  so  enthusiastically  re- 
ceived that  he  decided  to  locate  permanently 
in  the  neighboring  city,'  Tipton,  opening  his 
office  there  in  August  of  the  same  year. 
Soon  after  he  was  tendered  the  nomination 
and  in  November  of  the  same  year  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  county  attorney  of 
Cedar  county.  Three  times  he  was  nom- 
inated to  the  same  office,  and  as  many  times 
elected,  his  term  of  office  expiring  January 
1,  1897.  It  is  a  notable  fact  that  he  is  the 
only  democrat  that  ever  filled  that  office  in 
Cedar  county,  being  preceded  and  followed 
by  republicans.  Success  attended  the  efforts 
of  the  young  man  beyond  even  his  most  san- 
guine expectations,  and  in  1893  he  formed  a 
law  partnership  with  his  brother,  J.  Williard 
Wright,  who  had  just  finished  his  law  course 
in  the  State  University.  Since  that  time  the 
firm  has  been  a  busy  one,  giving  constant 
employment  to  a  first  class  stenographer, 
and  an  office  man,  aside  from  the  firm.  They 
try  one  side  of  nearly  every  case  submitted 


to  a  jury  in  Cedar  county  and  usually  win. 
The  firm  followed  the  famous  Cedar  county 
clerk  contest  through  all  its  meanderings 
until  it  was  returned  from  the  supreme 
court,  and  on  change  of  venue  went  to 
Marion,  Linn  county,  where  a  final  victory 
was  won  for  the  democratic  candidate.  They 
are  fast  becoming  famous  in  refusing  specu- 
lative contingent  fee  cases,  and  have  recently 
fought  several  of  these  personal  injury 
claims,  and  in  no  case  that  they  have  de- 
fended of  this  kind  has  a  verdict  greater 
than  $100  been  rendered. 

On  the  first  day  of  January,  1897,  they 
were  appointed  local  attorneys  for  the  B.f  C. 
R.  &  N.  and  also  the  C,  M.  &  St.  P.  Rail- 
ways. Great  political  honors  were  repeat- 
edly offered  and  urged  upon  Mr.  W'right, 
but  he  refused  them,  preferring  rather  to 
give  his  undivided  attention  to  the  practice 
of  law.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  of  Pythias  fraternity,  a  member  of 
the  Congregational  church,  one  of  the  trus- 
tees of  the  Upper  Iowa  University,  and  a 
trustee  of  the  M.  E.  church  at  Tipton. 

He  was  married  June  25,  1895,  at  ^ 
Vernon,  Iowa,  to  Miss  Anna  Elwood,  a 
graduate  of  Cornell  Conservatory  of  Music, 
and  a  very  accomplished  lady,  gifted  not 
only  with  a  voice  of  remarkable  range  and 
sweetness  in  singing,  but  with  pronounced 
literary  talent.  She  is  also  an  impersonator 
of  marked  ability,  reading  with  a  degree  of 
naturalness  and  personal  attractiveness  sel- 
dom excelled.  She  has  acted  as  soloist  and 
impersonator  for  the  DeKoven  Male  Quar- 
tette and  has  won  many  friends  in  both  arts 
by  her  rare  combination  of  grace  and  power. 


WARNOCK,  Dr.  Francis  B.,  a  well 
known  physician  of  Battle  Creek,  was  bom 
July  21,  1859,  in  Dubuque  county.  He  is 
of  Irish  extraction.  His  father  and  mother 
were  natives  of  Belfast,  Ireland.  They  came 
to  America  in  1846,  settling  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, afterwards  removing  to  Iowa.  His 
mother's  maiden  name  was  Frances  Ken- 
nedy. Dr.  Warnock  attended  the  country 
schools  until  he  was  seventeen,  then  was  sent 
to  Tabor  College,  where  he  took  a  general 
course.    He  then  entered  the  medical  depart- 
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ment  of  the  state  university,  taking  a  three 
years'  course  and  graduating  in  1882.  He 
at  once  located  in  Battle  Creek  and  began 
the  practice  of  medicine.  In  1889  and  1890 
he  took  a  course  in  the  New  York  Post 
Graduate  School  of  Medicine  and  Hospital 
work.  Although  a  farmer's  son  and  of 
necessity  employed  most  of  the  time  at  work 
in  the  fields,  he  yet  obtained  a  good  rudi- 
mentary education  in  the  public  schools. 
This  was  the  foundation  of  his  successful 
career  in  which  he  has  made  an  enviable 
reputation  among  men  of  his  profession. 
Dr.  Warnock  has  always  been  allied  with 
the  democratic  party.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  State  Medical  Society  and  of  the  North- 
western Medical  Association.  He  was  mar- 
ried November  24,  1886,  to  Miss  Nellie 
Baxter.  They  have  one  child,  Lucile,  born 
September  6,  1888. 


Hams.  When  he  was  about  two  years  old 
his  parents  moved  to  this  state  and  settled 
in  Linn  county,  where  his  youthful  days 
were  spent  on  the  farm  and  attending  the 
district  school  in  the  little  village  of  Viola, 
the  little  girl  for  whom  the  village  was 
named  being  one  of  his  schoolmates.  He 
attended  the  high  school  in  Anamosa,  Iowa, 
from  1874  to  1877,  then,  after  teaching  a 
four  months'  school  in  Shelby  county,  he  en^ 
tered  the  Iowa  City  Commercial  College  in 
March,  1878,  in  which  he  took  a  thorough  { 
course,  paying  his  way  through  the  school 
by  teaching  commercial  arithmetic.  After 
finishing  his  course  he  continued  teaching 
in  the  school.  In  1881  he  purchased  an  in- 
terest, and  in  the  fall  of  1884  became  sole 
proprietor.  The  school  continued  to  grow, 
and  in  May,  1889,  he  purchased  and  added 
to  his  commercial  college  the  University 
School  of  Shorthand,  which  had  been  or- 
ganized by  Prof.  Eldon  Moran  about  nine- 
years  before.  July  1,  1891,  Prof.  W.  A. 
Willis,  a  teacher  of  more  than  twenty  years, 
experience,  seven  of  these  as  superintendent 
of  the  Iowa  City  public  schools,  was  ad- 
mitted as  a  partner  and  the  new  firm  organ- 
ized an  academy  in  connection  with  the  Com-, 
mercial  College.     In  July,  1895,  this  Part- 


WILLIAMS,  Joseph  H.,  president  of 
the  Iowa  City  Commercial  College  and  Iowa 
City  School  of  Shorthand,  was  born  near 
Barnesville,  Belmont  County,  Ohio,  March 
18,  1855,  to  Henry  D.  and  Rachel  C.  Wil- 
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nership  was  dissolved,  Mr.  WilKams  buying 
Prof.  Willis'  interest  in  the  Commercial  Col- 
lege and  School  of  Shorthand  and  selling  to 
Mr.  Willis  his  interest  in  the  Academy. 

During  the  twenty  years  that  Mr.  Wil- 
liams has  been  connected  with  this  institu- 
tion hundreds  of  young  people  have  grad- 
uated from  it  and  gone  into  lucrative  posi- 
tions of  responsibility  and  trust,  and  a  great 
many  of  the  best  business  men  of  this  and 
other  states  credit  the  Iowa  City  Commer- 
cial College  for  a  large  measure  of  their  suc- 
cess. 

Mr.  Williams  was  married  in  March, 
1881,  to  Miss  Emma  M.,  daughter  of  Albert 
S.  and  Hannah  Atkinson,  of  Anamosa, 
Iowa,  and  their  union  has  been  blessed  by 
three  children:  Earl  J.,  born  February  23, 
1882;  Lulu  May,  born  January  29,  1885, 
and  Grace  Elva,  born  August  5,  1890.  Mr. 
Williams  and  his  good  wife  are  active  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 


STEVER,  Dr.  Mortimer  F.,  of  Creston, 
a  well  known  dentist,  was  born  in  Fairfield, 
September  6,  1868.  His  father,  George 
Stever,  has  lived  in  Jefferson  county  since 
1844,  and  has  been  closely  identified  with 
the  progress  of  that  section  of  Iowa.  His 
ancestors  on  his  father's  side,  reaching  back 
for  a  number  of  generations,  were  farmers 
in  good  circumstances.  His  mother,  Juliet 
H.  Wells  Stever,  is  an  accomplished  woman 
of  fine  Christian  character.  She  graduated 
from  the  Monroe  Seminary  in  1853.  Her 
father  was  a  Presbyterian  minister  and  did 
early  missionary  work  in  Michigan,  Wis- 
consin and  Iowa.  He  died  in  1883,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-three  years,  after  a  long  life 
filled  with  good  works.  His  brother  was 
the  founder  of  Wells  College,  New  York, 
and  the  Wells-Fargo  Express  Company.  Dr. 
Stever's  grandmother  on  his  father's  side 
died  in  March,  1900,  at  the  age  of  ninety- 
six  years  and  six  months.  She  passed  her 
last  days  on  the  old  farm  on  which  she  and 
her  husband  settled  in  1844  anc*  on  which 
she  had  continuously  lived  ever  since.  Dr. 
Stever's  early  education  was  secured  in  the 
public  schools  of  Jefferson  county.  He  at- 
tended the  State  Agricultural   College  at 


Ames  in  1885  and  Parsons  College  at  Fair- 
field in  1886  and  1887.  Having  decided  to 
study  dentistry,  he  entered  the  office  of  Dr. 
Monfort  in  Fairfield,  after  which  he  took 
a -thorough  course  in  dentistry  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan  at  Ann  Arbor,  grad- 
uating in  1890.  He  opened  a  dental  office 
in  Creston  and  after  the  usual  first  year's 
struggle  he  had  a  good  practice,  which  has 
steadily  grown  until  now  it  is  equal  to  any 
in  the  county.  The  doctor  was  married 
October  22,  1 891,  to  Florence  Swan,  daugh- 
ter of  Colonel  S.  D.  Swan,  who  commanded 
the  Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry.  Her  mother  was 
the  daughter  of  Thomas  Ayres,  one  of  the 
signers  of  the  constitution  of  Iowa,  and  a 
prominent  figure  in  the  early  history  of  the 
state.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Stever  have  three  chil- 
dren :  Harry,  born  December  10,  1892 ;  Paul, 
born  January  9,  1894,  and  Irene,  born  Jan- 
uary 4,  1898,  died  February  18,  1899. 


BEARDSHEAR,  William  M.,  presi- 
dent of  the  Iowa  State  College  of  Agricul- 
ture and  Mechanic  Arts  since  1 891,  is  a  man 
the  lesson  of  whose  life  cannot  be  put  too 
prominently  before  the  world.    He  is  a  con- 
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spicuous  example  of  that  class  to  whom  ob- 
stacles seem  a  help  rather  than  a  hindrance. 
The  greater  the  barriers  the  stronger  his 
resolutions  and  the  more  earnestly  he  strug- 
gled on  to  success.     In  the  realm  of  educa- 
tion he  has  built  for  himself — built  broadly 
and    nobly.      His    ancestry    were    Scotch- 
Welch  people,  and  were  thrifty  farm  folk 
for  several  generations.     The  father,  John 
Beardshear,  was  a  man  of  high  moral  stand- 
and    the    strong    individuality    of    charac- 
ter,  and    the   mother,    Elizabeth    Coleman 
Beardshear,  was  a  woman  of  great  vigor  of 
will,   marked    industry   and    magnanimous 
womanhood.     Dr.  Beardshear  was  born  at 
Dayton,    Ohio,    November    7,    1850.     His 
early  education  was  received  in  the  district 
school,  and,  later,  he  entered  the  collegiate 
department  of  Otterbein  University,  grad- 
uating in  the  classical  course  in  1876,  among 
the  first  honor  men  of  the  class.    This  was 
supplemented  with  two  years  post-graduate 
work  in  Yale  University.     He  came  perma- 
nently to  Iowa  in  1881.  and  became  presi- 
dent of  Western  College  at  Toledo,  being 
at  the  time  one  of  the  youngest  college  pres- 
idents in  the  United  States.     The  attend- 
ance of  the  institution  increased  from  one 
hundred  to  over  four  hundred  students  in 


eight  years.  Buildings,  endowment  and  ap- 
paratus were  increased  quite  largely  also 
during  the  time.  In  1889,  he  resigned  to 
accept  the  superintendency  of  schools  in  Des 
Moines,  where  he  remained  for  two  years. 
During  that  time  a  manual  training  depart- 
ment was  added  to  the  high  school,  •  and 
there  was  a  general  thrift  and  advancement 
in  the  entire  school  system  of  the  city.  But 
he  was  called  to  a  still  greater  sphere  of  use- 
fulness when,  in  1 891,  he  resigned  the  super- 
intendency to  accept  the  presidency  of  the 
Iowa  State  College  of  Agriculture  and  Me- 
chanic Arts  at  Ames. 

Dr.  Beardshear  has  taken  active  part  in 
the  educational  history  of  Iowa  for  the  last 
fifteen  years.  He  has  attended  every  ses- 
sion of  the  Iowa  State  Teachers'  Associa- 
tion during  that  time,  and  served  as  a  mem- 
ber of  its  executive  committee  three  years, 
as  chairman  of  the  same  committee  one 
year,  vice-president  of  the  association  one 
year,  a  member  of  the  executive  council  and 
president  of  the  state  association  during  the 
year  1894.  He  has  been  conspicuous  in  the 
National  Association  also,  serving  as  man- 
ager and  director  from  Iowa,  and  as  pres- 
ident of  the  industrial  department  of  that 
organization  for  one  year.  In  July,  1901. 
Dr.  Beardshear  was  unanimously  elected 
president  of  the  National  Educational  As- 
sociation, one  of  the  highest  honors  that 
can  be  bestowed  upon  an  educational  man 
in  the  United  States.  He  was  appointed 
by  President  McKinley  a  member  of 
the  United  States  Indian  Commission,  Octo- 
ber, 1897.  He  enlisted  in  the  army  at  Day- 
ton, Ohio,  when  but  fourteen  years  of  age, 
serving  to  the  close  of  the  war  as  private 
in  the  Fourth  Army  Corps,  Army  of  the 
Cumberland.  He  has  the  degrees  of  B.  A., 
M.  A.  and  LL.  D.  Politically,  he  is  a  re- 
publican. Socially  and  fraternally,  he  holds 
membership  in  the  Prairie  Club  of  Des 
Moines,  and  Masonic  Order,  ranking  as 
Knight. Templar  and  Scottish  Rite,  32d  de- 
gree, and  the  G.  A.  R.  Religiously,  the 
Doctor  approves  all  churches,  and  believes  in 
the  creed  of  a  good  life.  He  held  the  orders 
of  a  clergyman  for  a  brief  period  in  his 
younger  years,  but  of  his  own  accord  re- 
turned these  to  the  proper  authorities  for 
the  liberties  of  his  own  convictions  of  truth. 
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He  was  married  to  Miss  Josephine  Mund- 
henk  in  1873.  Six  children:  Ralph  Waldo, 
Hazel  Leoni,  Metta  Gertrude,  William  M. 
Jr.,  Charles  L.  and  Constance  Eilene,  have 
been  born  to  them,  all  of  whom  are  living 
except  Ralph  Waldo,  who  died  in  infancy. 


SABIN,  Henry,  the  distinguished  edu- 
cator, four  times  State  Superintendent  of 
Public  Instruction  in  Iowa,  was  born  in 
Pomfret,  Windham  County,  Connecticut, 
Oct.  23,  1829.    His  parents,  Noah  and  Bet- 


sey Cleveland  Sabin,  were  farmers  in  com- 
fortable circumstances.  His  father  was  of 
French  Huguenot  descent.  They  gave  their 
not,  not  only  a  sterling  character  molded 
by  the  strict  home  training  of  those  days, 
but  they  also  provided  for  him  the  best  edu- 
cational advantages  to  be  had  at  the  time. 
He  attended  the  common  schools,  was  fitted 
for  college  in  Woodstock  Academy  in  Con- 
necticut and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years 
entered  Amherst  College  at  Amherst,  Mas- 
sachusetts, graduating  with  honors  in  1852. 
For  five  years  he  conducted  the  union  school 
at  Naugatuck,  Connecticut,  and  later  was 
owner  and  principal  of  the  Collegiate  Insti- 


tute at  Matawan,  New  Jersey.  In  1864  and 
for  some  years  thereafter  he  was  principal 
of  the  Eaton  Grammar  School  in  New 
Haven,  Connecticut.  He  came  to  Iowa  in 
1870  as  superintendent  of  the  public  schools 
of  Clinton.  There  he  served  for  nearly  eight- 
een years,  until  he  was  nominated  and 
elected  by  the  republicans  as  state  superin- 
tendent of  public  instruction  in  1887.  He 
was  twice  renominated,  but  in  1891  he  was 
defeated  in  the  political  landslide  which  car- 
ried down  every  republican  nominee  that 
year.  He  ran  far  ahead  of  his  ticket  and 
lacked  but  a  very  small  plurality  of  election. 
Two  years  later  he  was  again  nominated 
and  elected  and  served  two  terms,  when  he 
retired  from  public  office  by  his  own  consent 
and  has  since  been  engaged  in  authorship, 
lecturing  and  institute  work.  Mr.  Sabin 
has  stood  for  some  years  as  one  of  the  lead- 
ing common  school  men  in  the  state.  He 
has  been  recognized  all  over  the  United 
States  as  an  educator  of  great  and  original 
ideas,  and  his  own  experience  has  given  him 
such  a  broad  view  of  .the  philosophy  of  edu- 
cation that  his  opinions  and  advice  command 
respect  and  support  wherever  he  is  heard. 
He  has  been  a  conspicuous  figure  in  the 
meetings  of  the  National  Educational  As- 
sociation for  many  years.  He  was  chairman 
of  the  famous  "Committee  of  Twelve"  on 
rural  schools  appointed  by  the  National  Edu- 
cational Association  in  1896.  This  com- 
mittee devoted  several  years  to  the  study  of 
the  rural  school  problem,  held  meetings  in 
various  parts  of  the  United  States,  collected 
a  great  mass  of  information  on  the  subject 
and  published  a  report  which  is  regarded  as 
one  of  the  most  important  educational  docu- 
ments that  has  ever  been  printed.  It  was 
edited  and  much  of  it  was  written  by  Mr. 
Sabin. 

Honors  have  come  to  Mr.  Sabin  un- 
sought. He  has  never  been  a  seeker  for 
office  or  other  honors.  His  first  nomination 
in  1887  came  to  him  with  but  little  solicita- 
tion on  his  part.  He  was  attending  to  his 
duties  as  superintendent  in  Clinton  at  the 
time.  In  1878  he  was  elected  president  of 
the  State  Teachers'  Association.  He  has 
always  been  a  republican  and  cast  his  first 
vote  for  president  for  John  C.  Fremont.  He 
belongs  to  the  Episcopal  church.     In  1858 
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he  was  married  to  Esther  F.  Hotchkiss  in 
Xaugatuck,  Connecticut.  Four  children 
have  been  born  to  them,  of  whom  two  are 
living.  They  are  Elbridge  H.,  now  asso- 
ciated with  his  father  in  business,  and  Ed- 
win L.,  who  is  well  known  as  a  writer  of 
verse  and  short  stories  and  is  a  frequent  con- 
tributor to  some  of  the  best  periodicals  of 
the  day.  He  is  now  a  resident  of  Chicago. 
Since  retiring  from  office,  Mr.  Sabin  has 
been  in  great  demand  as  a  lecturer  in  all 
parts  of  the  United  States,  going  to  the  far 
east  and  the  far  west.  He  has  also  found 
time  to  publish  several  books.  His  "Talks 
to  Young  People"  is  a  revised  collection  of 
addresses  to  graduating  classes  while  he  was 
city  superintendent  in  Clinton.  Together 
with  his  son,  Edwin  L.  Sabin,  he  prepared  a 
little  book  called  "The  Making  of  Iowa," 
which  contains  thirty  chapters  on  Iowa  his- 
tory, entertainingly  written  and  treating  of 
specially  interesting  features  in  the  early 
and  formative  period  of  the  state's  exist- 
ence.   The  book  has  had  a  very  large  sale. 


TOWNER,  Horace  M.,  who  lives  in 
Corning,  Adams  county,  is  a  district  judge 
in  the  Third  judicial  district,  serving  his 
third  term.  He  is  one  of  the  ablest  district 
judges  in  the  state  and  is  a  leading  candi- 
date for  the  supreme  judgeship  this  year. 
Judge  Towner  was  born  in  18*55  in  Belvi" 
dere2  Illinois.  His  father,  John  L.  Towner, 
was  a  native  of  New  York  and  a  minister. 
His  mother  was  born  in  Massachusetts.  In 
his  boyhood  Mr.  Towner  attended  the  public 
schools  in  his  native  town  and  after  com- 
pleting the  course  there  began  to  teach.  In 
this  way  he  earned  the  money  to  attend  the 
higher  schools  and  to  study  in  preparation 
for  his  profession.  He  alternated  teaching 
and  studying,  returning  to  the  occupation 
of  teacher  whenever  his  means  were  ex- 
hausted in  attending  school.  He  was  ad- 
mitted to  practice  law  in  Iowa  and  in  1880 
and  immediately  began  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  Corning.  That  town  has  been 
his  home  ever  since.  In  1890  he  was  elected 
district  judge  for  the  Third  judicial  dis- 
trict and  was  re-elected  in  1894  an(*  1898. 
He  has  always  run  many  hundreds  ahead 

31 


of  his  ticket  and  in  1894  his  name  was  on 
both  the  republican  and  democratic  tickets. 
He  has  always  been  an  earnest  republican 
and  has  taken  an  active  part  in  the  councils 
and  conventions  of  his  party.  In  1899, 
when  Judge  John  S.  Woolson  died,  Judge 
Towner  was  the  most  prominent  candidate 
to  succeed  him  as  federal  judge,  though  in 
the  end  the  congressional  delegation  was  un- 
able to  agree  upon  him  and  Congressman 
Smith  McPherson  received  the  appoint- 
ment. Judge  Towner  is  recognized  as  a 
man  of  fine  literary  ability  and  is  also  pos- 
sessed of  original  musical  talent  and  is  well 
known  as  a  composer.  He  was  married  in 
1887  t°  Miss  Harriett  Cole  and  they  have 
two  children. 


AVERILL,  Arthur  T.,  a  prominent  and 
successful  business  man  residing  at  Cedar 
Rapids,  comes  of  good  old  New  England 
stock  and  was  born  at  Highgate  Springs, 
Franklin  County,  Vermont,  September  14, 
1843,  where  he  lived  with  his  parents  until 
he  was  eight  years  of  age  and  then  came 
with  them  to  the  state  of  Illinois.  His 
father,  Mark  R.  Averill,  was  a  farmer  in 
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Franklin  County,  Vermont,  where  he  was 
born.  After  removing  to  Illinois  in  1851 
he  followed  farming  and  merchandise  until 
he  was  sixty  years  of  age,  when  he  retired 
from  an  active  business  life.  The  father  of 
Mark  R.  Averill  was  a  Quaker  and  strong 
abolitionist.  He  settled  in  Northern  Ver- 
mont in  the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury, where  he  became  a  large  land  owner 
and  followed  his  trade,  that  of  builder.  Ada 
Durin,  who  became  the  wife  of  Mark  R. 
Averill  and  was  Arthur  T.  Averill's  mother, 
was  born  in  the  southern  part  of  Vermont, 
and  was  engaged  in  teaching  school  when 
she  met  and  married  Mr.  Averill.  Their 
son,  Arthur  T.,  attended  the  district  school 
until  he  was  ten  years  of  age  and  after  that 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  his  majority  he 
went  to  school  during  the  winter  months 
only  and  worked  on  a  farm  during  the  sum- 
mer. In  March,  1865,  he  came  to  Cedar 
Rapids,  Iowa,  and  began  work  for  the  Mc- 
Cormick  Harvester  Company  of  Chicago. 
Mr.  Averill  had  no  business  training  except 
as  a  boy  would  gain  through  his  own  efforts 
while  working  on  a  six  hundred  acre  farm. 
He  laid  early  the  foundations  of  success 
upon  which  have  been  built  the  extensive 
business  interests  that  he  now  controls.    His 


habits  of  industry  learned  on  the  farm  and 
a  system  of  economy  started  him  on  the  high 
road  to  a  successful  career  in  business  life. 
He  made  it  a  rule  that  his  expenses  should 
not  exceed  his  income  and  while  working  on 
a  salary  he  had  his  employers  interests  at 
heart  and  aimed  to  make  money  for  him. 
In  1869  he  engaged  in  the  implement  bus- 
iness under  the  firm  name  of  Averill  and 
Hamilton.  This  house  is  still  doing  a  pros- 
perous business  under  the  name  of  Hamil- 
ton Brothers.  He  also  started  an  implement 
house  at  Vinton  in  the  year  1870  under  the 
firm  name  of  Averill  &  Verharen.  This  bus- 
iness was  afterwards  transferred  to  F.  G. 
Ray,  who  has  an  extensive  trade.  Mr.  Aver- 
ill came  into  control  of  the  Cedar  Rapids 
Gas  Light  Company  in  1876  and  has  been 
president  of  that  company  ever  since.  He 
is  and  has  been  since  the  organization  by 
himself  in  1887  president  of  the  Cedar  Rap- 
ids National  Bank.  He  is  president  of  the 
Averill  Wagon  Company  and  also  of  the 
Averill  Grocery  Company,  serving  in  this 
capacity  three  years  with  the  former  and 
two  years  with  the  latter. 

Mr.  Averill  has  also  dealt  quite  exten- 
sively in  real  estate  and  still  clings  to  his 
early  liking  for  farm  life  and  raises  consid- 
erable stock.  He  is  a  director  in  the  Cedar 
Rapids  Canning  Company  and  the  Cedar 
Rapids  and  Marion  Telephone  Company. 
Mr.  Averill  has  always  been  a  firm  believer 
in  the  principles  of  the  republican  party.  At 
the  present  time  he  is  not  a  member  of  anv 
club,  society  or  church.  Mr.  Averill  was 
married  to  Allie  R.  Doolittle  in  October, 
1867.  They  have  two  children,  a  son  and 
a  daughter:  Glenn  M.,  a  resident  of  Cedar 
Rapids  and  secretary  of  the  Averill  Grocery 
Company,  importers  and  wholesale,  and  the 
Cedar  Rapids  Gas  Light  Company;  Jessie 
M.  is  a  student  at  Dana  Hall,  Wellesley, 
Massachusetts. 


PALMER,  Austin  Norman,  of  Cedar 
Rapids,  is  president  of  the  Cedar  Rapids 
Business  College,  president  of  the  Western 
Penman  Publishing  Company  and  president 
of  the  Commercial  Club  and  is  credited  with 
being  the  moving  spirit  in  its  organization. 
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The  club  is  composed  of  two  hundred  of  the 
leading  business  and  professional  men  and 
is,  as  its  name  indicates,  devoted  to  the  com- 
mercial interests  of  that  city.  Mr.  Pal- 
mer's father,  Norman  C.  Palmer,  was  a 
farmer  and  a  resident  of  St.  Lawrence 
County,  New  York.  He  married  Clarinda 
Woodward,  and  enlisted  and  served  in 
the  war  of  the  rebellion.  Young  Palmer 
received  his  early  education  in  the  country 
schools  of  his  native  county  and  the  public 
schools  of  Manchester,  New  Hampshire. 
Later  he  attended  the  Literary  Institute, 
New  Hampton,  N.  H.,  and  the  Bryant  and 
Stratton  Business  College  of  Manchester; 
but  a  large  part  of  his  education  has  come 
from  the  great  school  of  experience. 

In  1877  he  came  west  and  taught  classes 
in  writing  in  Rockville,  Indiana,  and  St. 
Joseph,  Missouri.  When  he  first  went  to 
Cedar  Rapids  he  worked  for  one  year  as 
contract  writer  for  the  Iowa  Railroad  Land 
Company,  and  one  year  at  bookkeeping  for 
the  Cedar  Rapids  Insurance  Company.  He 
taught  penmanship,  commercial  law,  and 
bookkeeping  one  year  in  the  Cedar  Rapids 
Business  College ;  one  year  divided  between 
Cedar  Rapids  public  schools  and  business 
college  as  instructor  in  penmanship,  half 
days  in  each.  This  was  the  fall,  winter  and 
spring  of  1883  and  1884.  1°  April,  1884, 
he  started  the  Western  Penman  as  a  bi- 
monthly, eight  page  paper.  In  May,  1884, 
he  resigned  positions  with  business  college 
and  public  schools  to  enter  into  a  co-part- 
nership with  B.  M.  Worthington  of  Chicago 
under  the  firm  name  of  Worthington  &  Pal- 
mer. 

Worthington  &  Palmer  conducted  the 
Lake  #Side  Business  College,  and  published 
the  Western  Penman,  which  was  made  a 
monthly  of  sixteen  pages.  In  two  years  the 
firm  was  dissolved^  Mr.  Palmer  retaining 
the  Western  Penman  and  Mr.  Worthington 
the  Lake  Side  Business  College.  About  this 
time  Mr.  Palmer  was  offered  a  partnership 
by  S.  H.  Goodyear,  owner  of  the  Cedar  Rap- 
ids Business  College  and  publisher  of  com- 
mercial text-books;  business  practice  and 
supplies.  The  offer  was  finally  accepted. 
The  partnership  was  continued  until  Feb- 
ruary, 1890,  each  branch  of  the  business 
showing  each  year  a  splendid  growth.  When 


this  partnership  was  dissolved  Mr.  Palmer 
retained  the  Cedar  Rapids  Business  College, 
the  Western  Penman  and  Palmer's  Guide  to 
Muscular  Movement  Writing,  and  Mr. 
Goodyear  accepted  as  his  portion  the  book- 
keeping, texts  and  other  commercial  pub- 
lications. 

The  Cedar  Rapids  Business  College  was 
pushed  with  renewed  vigor,  new  rooms  were 
added,  new  furniture  purchased,  new  teach- 
ers hired,  and  the  attendance  more  than 
doubled  within  a  short  time,  and  while  this 
was  being  done,  the  Western  Penman 
was  not  slighted,  but  through  its  advocacy 
of  muscular  movement  and  better  methods 
of  teaching  writing,  became  the  leading  pen- 
manship publication  of  America,  while  other 
penmanship  works  published  by  Mr.  Palmer 
were  largely  sold. 

The  Western  Penman  has  now  a  monthly 
circulation  of  twenty  thousand  copies,  and 
is  a  forty  page  journal.  It  is  considered  by 
the  leading  teachers  of  penmanship  a  power 
for  good  in  the  cause  of  practical  writing. 
It  is  used  as  a  text-book  in  hundreds  of 
schools,  and  from  twelve  to  fifteen  thousand 
subscriptions  to  it  are  annually  received  in 
clubs  from  teachers  who  recommend  it  to 
their  pupils.    Other  penmanship  publications 
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having  a  wide  sale  are  Palmer's  Guide  to 
Business  Writing,  and  Palmer's  Penman- 
ship Budget. 

In  1 89 1  Mr.  Palmer  purchased  a  business 
school  in  St.  Joseph,  Missouri,  and  a  little 
later  ahother  in  Creston,  Iowa.  The  West- 
ern Business  College  Company  was  formed, 
incorporated  and  the  three  schools  became 
its  property.  Mr.  Palmer  owned  the  ma- 
jority of  the  stock  and  managed  the  business. 
He  built  up  a  fine  school  in  St.  Joseph,  but 
found  his  work  too  heavy  for  one  man,  and 
in  1893' sold  ^e  St.  Joseph  school;  later  the 
Creston  school  was  sold,  and  Mr.  Palmer  is 
now  devoting  his  entire  energies  to  the 
Cedar  Rapids  Business  College  and  his  pen- 
manship publications,  and  every  waking  mo- 
ment is  a  busy  one.  Through  the  suggestion 
of  Mr.  Palmer,  the  Western  Penman's  As- 
sociation was  organized  in  Des  Moines, 
Christmas  holidays,  1886,  and  he  has  occu- 
pied every  office  within  its  gift.  Meetings 
of  this  association  have  been  held  in  Cedar 
Rapids,  Davenport,  Peoria,  Louisville,  Co- 
lumbus, Indianapolis,  Lincoln  and  for  the 
last  three  years  in  Chicago.  The  name  of 
the  organization  has  been  changed  to 
Federation  of  Teachers'  Associations,  em- 
bracing four  distinct  organizations,  and  be- 
ing the  strongest  organization  of  commercial 
teachers  in  America.  Mr.  Palmer  was 
secretary  of  the  Federation  and  in  1898-9 
was  elected  president. 

Professor  Palmer  does  not  have  much 
time  to  devote  to  politics  but  in  National 
elections  votes  the  republican  ticket.  In 
local  affairs  he  is  independent.  January  1, 
1884  he  was  married  to  Sadie  P.  Whiting, 
•who  has  a  clear  head  for  business  and  has 
frequently  devoted  her  entire  time  to  as- 
sisting the  Professor  in  his  duties.  They 
have  no  children  and  are  members  of  the 
Episcopal  church. 


Tis  said,  "man  is  a  shadow — life  a  dream," 
To  individual  life  it  oft'  seems  true ; 
But  in  the  Species  Wisdom's  hand  is  seen, 
As  star  of  progress  rises  into  view ; 
From  culttrre's  path  utilities  we  glean, 
Bringing  an  aid  to  infant  senses  new ; 
The  flowers  of  progress  bloom  upon  the  path 
With  more  equality  and  less  of  caste. 

— Biogeny  by  T.  Brown. 


BROWN,  Timothy,  of  Marshalltown,  is 
one  of  the  oldest  attorneys  in  the  state,  hav- 
ing practiced  law,  principally  at  Marshall- 
town,  for  a  period  of  forty-five  years.  He 
was  born  in  Otsego  County,  New  York,  De- 
cember 2jy  1827,  and  was  the  oldest  son  of 
Loring  Brown,  a  farmer,  and  in  early  life 
a  teacher.  His  mother's  maiden  name  was 
S.  M.  Hill.  His  father  was  of  Scotch  and 
Irish  descent,  his  mother  of  Scotch  and  Ger- 
man. He  is  a  direct  descendant  of  Peter 
Brown,  who  emigrated  to  this  country  in 
the  Mayflower.  He  was  reared  upon  a  farm, 
received  his  rudimentary  education  in  the 
common  school,  and  had  the  advantages  of 
an  academic  school  for  two  years.  He  came 
to  Iowa  in  1855,  and  practiced  law  at  Toledo 
two  years,  when  he  removed  to  Marshall 
county,  where  he  still  resides.  He  read  law 
in  New  York  with  Jared  C.  Gregory,  late 
of  Madison,  Wisconsin,  for  two  years,  and 
then  with  his  uncle,  Elijah  Brown,  of  Ot- 
sego County,  New  York,  who  held  the  posi- 
tion of  district  attorney  at  the  time. 

After  Mr.  Brown  came  to  Marshall 
county  he  pursued  the  practice  of  law,  being 
a  partner  in  the  firm  of  Boardman  &  Brown, 
then  regarded  as  leading  attorneys  in  the 
business  section.  He  remained  in  the  firm 
about  ten  years.  He  was  at  one  time  a  part- 
ner of  Governor  Stone,  under  the  firm  name 
of  BrownL  Stone  &  Sears.  The  records  of 
the  courts  show  the  business  success  of  Mr. 
Brown.  For  ten  years  he  was  general  so- 
licitor of  the  Central  Railway  Company  of 
Iowa,  now  the  Iowa  Central  Railway  Com- 
pany. In  1890  he  published  a  law  book, 
entitled  "Brown  on  Jurisdiction  of  Courts," 
that  has  had  a  good  sale,  and  he  has  pre- 
pared a  second  edition,  shortly  to  be  pub- 
lished. The  records  of  the  higher  courts 
are  strewn  with  the  result  of  his  labors. 
His  legal  works  bespeak  his  ability  as  a  law- 
yer, and  he  has  been  comparatively  success- 
ful as  a  business  man.  He  is  a  man  of 
energy,  studious  in  his  habits  almost  to  a 
fault,  and  avoids  trouble  with  his  neighbors 
and  patrons.  He  declines  to  have  his  por- 
trait appear  in  this  work. 

Mr.  Brown  has  been  quite  independent  in 
his  political  views,  and  has  not  sought  po- 
litical reputation,  but  has  been  content  with 
his  professional  duties.     While  not  an  advo- 
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cate  of  free  silver,  he  believes  that  a  change 
from  the  silver  to  the  gold  standard  was  un- 
advisable,  and  silver  should  not  have  been 
demonetized ;  but  that  the  relative  value  be- 
tween gold  and  silver  should  be  kept  on  a 
parity  in  the  amount  of  the  respective  metals 
placed  in  the  coin,  so  that  the  intrinsic  value 
of  the  coins  would  have  been  comparatively 
equal  commercially.    This  would  have  been 
just  between  debtor  and  creditor.     He  con- 
curs with  the  conduct  of  the  government 
finally  adopted  in  regard  to  Cuba  and  her  re- 
lief  from   Spanish  thralldom.     He  disap- 
proves of  the  purchase  of  the  Philippine  Is- 
lands and  the  war  with  that  people,  as  be- 
ing "impolitic  and  expensive,  and  all  this 
government  could  need  was  a  coaling  sta- 
tion, that  could  have  been  easily  acquired 
without  the  shedding  of  blood,  and  would 
have  had  an  educational  benefit  to  the  coun- 
try, by  introducing  to  their  view  the  policy 
of  our  form  of  government,  and  induced  its 
peaceable  adoption."  Mr.  Brown  also  thinks 
that  the  policy  of  our  country  toward  the 
Boers  has  been  faulty,  but  believes  that  the 
true  national  policy,  where  insurrection  be- 
comes general,  involving  the  masses  of  the 
people,  not  simple  mutiny,  but  the  nation  or 
a  section  thereof  of  national  dimensions,  is 
that  the  belligerent  rights  of  the  contestants 
should  be  recognized;  the  dissenting  coun- 
try should  be  regarded  as  a  government  de 
facto,  and  recognized  as  such,  and  equal 
rights  awarded  to  each  contestant     He  ad- 
vocates equality  in  assessments,   including 
exemptions  of  homesteads   from  taxation, 
and  other  exempt  property,  essential  to  the 
owner's  support,  such  as  tools,  household 
goods,  requisite  for  the  necessities  of  the 
family,  and  as  an  encouragement  to  the  ac- 
quirement of  such  property ;  that  special  tax- 
ation in  cities  and  towns  should  be  abol- 
ished, except  as  to  useless  occupations  and 
employments,     and    that    public     libraries 
should  be  more  encouraged  and  compulsory 
education  required.     Mr.  Brown  was  mar- 
ried in  1857  to  Laura  W.  Wheeler,  with 
whom  he  still  lives,  and  has  reared  a  family 
now  grown  to  manhood  and  womanhood. 
Mr.  Brown  is  not  a  member  of  any  church 
or  secret  society,  and  is  a  follower  of  the 
so-called  scientific  school,  a  full  believer  in 
evolution*  to  some  extent  following  the  views 


of  such  thinkers  as  Huxley,  Darwin,  Haec- 
key,  Herbert  Spencer,  L.  D.  White  and 
other  modern  scientific  writers ;  holding  that 
man  is  a  part  of  created  life,  simply  higher 
in  advancement  than  other  animal  life,  and 
is  with  all  other  life  advancing  by  slow 
steps,  as  compared  with  human  existence, 
but  rapidly  as  compared  with  the  duration 
of  time,  according  to  the  designed  purpose 
of  Creative  Wisdom.  He  is  preparing  for 
the  press  a  work  on  "Biogeny,"  that  will 
probably  be  completed  and  published.  We 
are  permitted  to  quote  from  this  yet  un- 
finished work  that  foreshadows  his  religious 
views : 

I  know  no  scholar  who  has  yet  defined, 
The  little  English  word  pronounced  as  life; 
A  generic  term  beyond  the  reasoner's  line, 
Giving  volition,  passions,  love  and  strife ; 
With  flight  of  thought  and  music's  touch 

refined, 
The  power  to  reason,  so  extremely  nice; 
With  growth  of  mind  that  Wisdom  has 

bestowed, 
On  earthy  matters  found  on  nature's  road. 

I  doubt  the  knowledge  human  thought  ac- 
quires 
By  care  and  culture,  death  shall  cast  away; 
Evolving  nature  higher  hope  inspires, 
That  betterment  shall  spryjg  up  from  decay ; 
For  future  life  man  has  inate  desire, 
That  cheers  his  heart  upon  the  earthly  way; 
And  natural  law  enrolls  among  the  rules, 
That  future  life  be  taught  in  nature's  school. 


HANNA,  Philip  C,  United  States 
Consul  General  at  Monterey,  Mexico,  is  a 
native  Iowan,  born  in  Waterloo  June  27, 
1857,  who  has  attained  international  fame 
by  the  services  he  has  rendered  his  country 
in  the  several  responsible  positions  he  has 
held  in  the  consular  service.  His  father, 
George  W.  Hanna,  was  the  first  white  set- 
tler in  Black  Hawk  county  and  his  mother 
was  the  first  white  woman  to  cross  the 
Cedar  River.  They  settled  in  Black  Hawk 
county  in  1844  and  were  the  founders  of 
the  present  city  of  Waterloo.  Philip  C.  is 
the  youngest  of  four  sons  and  he  has  three 
sisters.     One  of  the  brothers  is  now  Judge 
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J.  F.  Hanna  of  Texas  and  the  others  are 
George  W.  Hanna  and  R.  W.  Hanna, 
bankers,  of  Lu  Verne.  Philip  C.  Hanna  was 
educated  for  the  Methodist  ministry  and 
spent  several  years  in  Iowa  in  that  work. 
He  was  also  engaged  for  several  years  in 
the  banking  business. 

In  1889,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the 
Iowa  delegation  in  Congress,  President  Har- 
rison appointed  Mr.  Hanna  to  be  United 
States  Consul  General  in  Venezuela  and  he 
served  with  great  efficiency  and  distinction 
under  James  G.  Blaine  as  secretary  of  state. 
During  the  civil  war  in  Venezuela  in  1892 
Mr.  Hanna  had  an  opportunity  to  show 
what  was  in  him.  Mendoza,  the  dictator, 
had  seized  the  government  and  installed 
himself  in  power  at  Caracas.  He  needed 
money,  for  his  troops  were  clamoring  for 
pay,  and  the  treasury  was  empty.  General 
Escheverra,  Mendoza's  chief  lieutenant, 
concluded  to  raise  money  by  force  wherever 
it  could  be  found.  So  he  arrested  eighty- 
five  of  the  wealthiest  people  in  La  Guayra, 
the  seaport  and  commercial  metropolis  of 
Venezuela.  Most  of  the  prisoners  were 
foreign  merchants,  but  seventeen  of  them 
were    consuls,    including    the    consuls    of 


Russia,  France,  Belgium,  Hawaii  and  nearly 
every  Latin  country.  They  were  seized 
merely  because  they  had  money  and  the  Dic- 
tator expected  to  get  an  immense  ransom 
from  all  these  prisoners.  Consul  Hanna 
had  for  some  reason  not  been  imprisoned. 
He  demanded  the  release  of  the  imprisoned 
merchants  and  consuls  because  there  was  a 
naturalized  American  among  them.  Mr. 
Hanna  was  alone  and  was  not  allowed  to 
communicate  with  the  outside  world.  He 
had  no  troops  at  his  command  and  his  threats 
to  the  Venezuelan  general  produced  no  ef- 
fect. In  the  harbor  at  La  Guayra,  where 
the  merchants  and  consuls  were  imprisoned, 
was  a  little  Sjpanish  war  ship  under  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant  Eulate,  afterwards 
captain  of  the  Viscaya,  the  Spanish  war  ship 
sunk  at  Santiago.  Consul  Hanna  seized  a 
row  boat  and  himself  rowed  out  to  the 
Spanish  ship,  for  no  one  would  do  it  for  him. 
He  told  his  story  to  the  Lieutenant,  who 
loaned  him  thirty  marines  and  the  ship's 
launch.  Returning  to  the  prison,  Consul 
Hanna  demanded  the  release  of  the 
prisoners,  but  it  was  refused,  and  the 
Venezuelans  fired  a  cannon  at  the  Span- 
ish ship,  the  ball  striking  the  ship's 
bow.  This  made  the  Spaniard  so  angry 
that  he  threatened  to  open  fire  on  the 
city  unless  the  prisoners  were  instantly  re- 
leased, and  Consul  General  Hanna  gave  the 
Venezuelan  twenty  minutes  to  comply  with 
the  demand,  which  he  did.  For  this  act 
Consul  Hanna  received  the  thanks  of  twenty- 
one  nations  for  protecting  and  rescuing  their 
citizens  and  consuls.  The  Venezuelan  Con- 
gress, after  the  overthrow  of  the  Dictator, 
conferred  unon  him  the  Order  of  the  Libera- 
tor, which  gave  him  the  rank  of  a  count, 
and  when  he  left  Venezuela  the  president  of 
that  country  appointed  him  an  honorary 
consul  for  Venezuela  to  the  United  States. 

In  1897  Mr.  Hanna  was  endorsed  by  the 
Iowa  delegation  for  the  position  of  envoy 
extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary 
to  Venezuela  from  the  United  States,  but  a 
better  appointment  was  given  him  and  he 
was  made  consul  general  in  Porto  Rico. 
Here  again  he  rendered  distinguished  ser- 
vice to  the  country  during  the  Spanish- 
American  war.    Before  he  was  compelled  to 
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leave  Porto  Rico  he  organized  a  secret 
service  throughout  the  island,  which  supplied 
the  state  department  and  the  war  depart- 
ment with  accurate  information  of  the 
greatest  value,  which  could  have  been  had  in 
no  other  way.  Here  again  Consul  Hanna 
met  his  friend  Eulate,  who  came  near  los- 
ing his  life  because  of  his  action  in  La 
Guayra.  He  was  stripped  of  his  rank  and 
imprisoned  in  Morro  Castle  at  Havana  on 
the  charge  of  committing  a  breach  of  inter- 
national courtesy.  Before  he  could  be  court-  . 
martialed  the  Spanish  government  had  re- 
ceived the  official  thanks  of  nineteen  govern- 
ments for  Lieutenant  Eulate's  action.  There- 
upon Eulate  was  made  a  captain  in  the  royal 
navy,  decorated  for  bravery  and  made 
superintendent  of  the  naval  depot  and  maga- 
zines at  Havana.  He  was  captain  of  the 
Viscaya,  which  was  sent  to  New  York  on 
a  peace  mission  after  the  sinking  of  the 
Maine.  Later  the  Viscaya  was  sent  to  San 
Juan,  Porto  Rico,  where  Consul  Hanna  was 
stationed,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  de- 
monstration of  Spanish  authority.  The 
guns  of  the  ship  were  trained  on  the  Ameri- 
can consulate  until  the  Spaniard  learned  who 
the  consul  was,  when  there  was  a  renewal  of 
their  personal  friendship,  though  both  knew 
that  their  countries  would  be  at  war  in  a  few 
days.  After  the  battle  of  Santiago  Consul 
Hanna  had  an  opportunity  to  return  the 
courtesies  shown  him  by  Captain  Eulate  and 
he  was  of  great  service  to  the  captain  and 
his  wife  after  the  battle.  After  General 
Miles  landed  at  San  Juan  Consul  Hanna 
was  again  brought  into  service,  furnishing 
information  and  guidance  to  the  army. 

After  the  war,  there  being  no  further  oc- 
casion for  a  consular  representative  of  the 
United  States  in  Porto  Rico,  Mr.  Hanna  was 
appointed  United  States  Consul  General  at 
Monterey,  Mexico,  a  position  which  he  now 
holds.  This  appointment  came  to  him  be- 
cause of  his  magnificent  record  in  the  state 
department.  The  opportunity  is  given  to 
but  few  men  to  render  services  to  their  coun- 
try equal  to  the  opportunities  presented  to 
Mr.  Hanna,  and  no  one  has  improved  such 
chances  better  than  he.  Mrs.  Hanna,  who 
was  Miss  LeCompte  of  Livermore,  Iowa, 
has  accompanied  her  husband  and  been  of 
great  assistance  to  him  in  his  public  work. 


COLE,  Judge  Chester  C,  is  one  of  the 
most  eminent  men  of  Iowa,  having  taken  a 
leading  part  in  political,  professional  and 
educational  work,  and  by  merit  and  ability 
winning  a  place  in  the  foremost  ranks  among 
Iowa's  honored  sons.  He  was  born  in  Ox- 
ford, Chenango  county,  N.  Y.,  June  4,  1824, 
and  is  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Alice  Pullman 
Cole.  The  former,  who  died  in  1852,  was  a 
native  of  Connecticut  and  the  latter  of 
Rhode  Island.  Judge  Chester  C.  Cole  was 
reared  in  the  county  of  his  nativity,  began 
his  education  in  the  public  schools,  and  also 
pursued  his  studies  in  the  Oxford  Academy. 
He  was  not  a  robust  boy,  his  health  being 
poor  much  of  the  time.  He  lived  on  the 
farm  with  his  mother  until  thirteen  years 
of  age,  when  he  entered  upon  his  business 
career  as  a  clerk  in  a  store  at  Oxford,  where 
he  continued  for  four  years.  Again  he 
entered  school,  for  he  was  ambitious  to  ac- 
quire a  good  education,  and  the  broad 
general  information  he  obtained  made  an 
excellent  foundation  for  his  law  studies 
which  he  commenced  about  the  time  he 
reached  his  majority.  He  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  August,  1848,  after  completing 
a  thorough  course  in  the  Harvard  Law 
School  in  Cambridge,  Mass.  The  follow- 
ing month  he  entered  upon  the  practice  of 
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his  profession  in  Marion,  Crittenden  coun- 
ty, Kentucky,  where  he  continued  until  May, 
1857,  when,  wishing  a  wider  field  of  labor, 
he  sought  a  home  in  the  northwest.  It  was 
then  that  he  came  to  Des  Moines,  and  al- 
ipost  immediately  entered  upon  a  large  law 
practice.  His  thorough  knowledge  of  his 
profession,  his  ability  as  a  pleader,  and  his 
logical  and  forcible  argument  soon  won  him 
a  reputation  that  secured  for  him  a  liberal 
clientage.  It  was  not  long  before  he  became 
prominent  in  political  circles,  and  in  June, 
1859,  about  two  years  after  his  arrival  in 
Des  Moines,  he  was  nominated  by  the 
Democracy  for  the  office  of  Judge  of  the 
State  Supreme  Court,  but  was  defeated.  In 
i860  he  was  a  candidate  for  Congress,  run- 
ning against  Samuel  R.  Curtis.  The  can- 
vass was  an  exciting  one  and  memorable  in 
the  politics  of  the  State.  From  start  to 
finish,  covering  a  period  of  seventy  days, 
joint  debates  were  had  every  day  and  some- 
times twice  a  day.  This  was  in  a  day  before 
railroads  in  Southern  Iowa,  and  the  contest- 
ants traveled  in  private  conveyances,  cross- 
ing the  state  from  east  to  west  four  times. 
The  magnitude  of  the  contest,  and  scope  of 
country  covered,  can  be  more,  fully  appre- 
ciated when  it  is  known  that  the  state  at 
that  time  was  divided  into  only  two  con- 
gressional districts,  and  that  this  district 
was  composed  of  the  forty-three  southern 
counties,  whereas  today  the  state  is  divided 
into  eleven  districts,  and  some  of  the 
present  districts  do  not  cover  much  more 
than  one-tenth  the  territory  covered  by  this 
district.  In  these  debates  the  remarkable 
versatility  of  Judge  Cole  as  a  debater  was 
splendidly  brought  out.  Pitted  against  a 
man  of  acknowledged  ability  and  accepted 
leadership  of  a  party,  made  doubly  aggres- 
sive by  the  force  of  numbers,  he  more  than 
held  his  own  to  the  discomfiture  of  his  able 
opponent  and  the  amazement  of  the  followers 
of  his  adversary.  Mr.  Curtis  was  a  man  of 
good  abilities,  but  lacked  quickness  in  mak- 
ing timely  replies  to  his  young  and  agile 
opponent's  thrusts.  Judge  Cole,  while  de- 
feated in  this  contest  by  1 ,000  votes,  est  tb- 
lished  a  reputation  as  a  convincing,  logical 
speaker  that  has  been  as  enduring  as  his 
splendid  reputation  as  a  jurist  and  advocate. 
About  this  time  the  war  broke  out,  and  he 


was  known  as  a  war,  or  a  Douglass  demo- 
crat, and  subsequently,  in  February,  1864, 
as  6uch,  was  appointed  judge  of  the  supreme 
court  by  Governor  William  M.  Stone,  and 
was  twice  elected  afterward.  He  resigned 
his  position  as  chief  justice,  and  returned 
to  the  practice  of  law,  which  he  still  con- 
tinues. His  three  terms  of  service  on  the 
bench  indicate  his  fidelity  to  the  public  in- 
terests. Having  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
the  law  and  a  mind  particularly  free  from 
bias,  he  was  one  of  the  most  able  men  that 
has  ever  served  in  that  position.  The  lan- 
guage of  his  decisions  was  always  plain, 
simple  and  clear,  vigorous  and  pointed.  The 
decisions  themselves  were  models  of  per- 
spicuity and  judicial  soundness.  In  fact* 
during  the  years  that  Judge  Cole  served  on 
the  supreme  bench,  the  Iowa  decisions 
bounded  into  prominence  in  the  nation,  and 
the  Iowa  reports  everywhere  became  au- 
thority of  the  highest  order.  It  was  in  the 
days  of  Dillon,  and  Wright,  and  when  each 
important  case  was  fully  discussed  by  the 
whole  bench  before  an  opinion  was  written, 
a  custom  that  might  well  be  followed  today. 
Of  course  one  important  feature  which 
added  interest  to  the  decisions  of  this  period 
was  that  many  of  the  decisions  were  new 
and  original,  with  few  precedents  to  shed 
light  upon  the  subjects  in  controversy.  It 
is  a  matter  of  pride,  and  reflects  credit  upon 
the  sound  judgment  of  these  distinguished 
men  that  no  one  of  these  important  decis- 
ions has  been  reversed  by  any  court.  In 
1892  he  was  made  dean  of  the  Iowa  College 
of  Law,  a  department  of  Drake  University. 
On  the  25th  of  June,  1848,  Judge  Cole  mar- 
ried Miss  Amanda  M.  Bennett,  a  daughter 
of  Egbert  and  Gertrude  Richtmyer  Bennett 
They  had  seven  children,  four  sons  and 
three  daughters:  Calvin  S.,  died  in  early 
childhood;  William  Watson,  who  married 
Frances  Josephine  Chapin,  and  had  three 
children,  Amanda  M.,  Rachel  and  William 
W.,  was  formerly  a  lawyer  in  Des  Moines, 
and  in  1888  removed  to  Portland,  Oregon, 
where  he  engaged  in  the  legal  profession, 
and  also  in  the  lumber  business  on  the  Co- 
lumbia river,  between  Portland  and  As- 
toria; he  died  there  November  17,  1894, 
leaving  a  wife  and  three  children,  but  the 
youngest  child  died  May  12,  1895;  Gertrude 
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Alice  is  the  wife  of  A.  C.  Atherton,  of  Lew- 
istown,  Illinois,  who  occupies  the  position 
of  general  superintendent  of  a  railroad  in 
Illinois,  and  they  have  three  children :  Ches- 
ter, Alice  and  Donald ;  Mary  E.  is  the  wife 
of  D.  C.  McMartin,  a  lawyer  of  Des  Moines, 
and  their  children  are:  Flora,  Mary,  Cole 
and  Peter;  the  next  of  the  family,  Chester 
C,  died  in  early  childhood.  Frank  B.  mar- 
ried Ella  Jenkins  and  resides  in  Havana, 
Illinois,  where  he  is  engaged  in  railroading; 
they  have  two  children,  Chester  Cicero  and 
Carrie;  and  Carrie  Stone  is  the  wife  of  J. 
R.  Hurlbut,  who  is  a  leading  druggist  in 
Des  Moines ;  their  only  son  is  Horace  A. 

Ever  since  their  youth  Judge  Cole  and  his 
wife  have  been  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
church.  Since  1849  he  has  been  a  Master 
Mason,  and  for  a  number  of  years  was  con- 
nected with  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and 
served  as  chancellor  of  the  Des  Moines 
lodge.  About  the  time  of  the  war  he  iden- 
tified himself  with  the  republican  party,  from 
which  party  he  received  his  appointment  as 
judge.  During  the  past  six  years,  how- 
ever, the  judge  has  given  his  political  sup- 
port to  the  people's  party,  on  the  issues  of 
free  and  unlimited  coinage  of  silver,  and  op- 
position to  corporate  aggression,  monopolies 
and  trusts.  His  time  now  is  largely  devoted 
to  his  duties  as  dean  and  lecturer  in  the  law 
department  of  Drake  University,  although 
he  still  appears  in  the  courts  in  large  and  im- 
portant cases.  The  judge  is  now  seventy- 
seven  years  old,  and  yet  at  that  advanced 
age  is  full  of  vigor  and  capable  of  a  vast 
amount  of  mental  labor  and  activity.  He 
does  not  desire  to  live  a  retired  life,  and  it 
is  very  certain  that  he  will  be  actively  en- 
gaged for  many  years  yet.  He  enjoys  the 
esteem  and  respect  of  his  wide  circle  of 
friends  and  acquaintances. 


SPENCER,  Harry  Lindley,  senior 
member  of  the  H.  L.  Spencer  Company, 
wholesale  grocers,  Oskaloosa,  is  another 
conspicuous  illustration  of  the  achievement 
possible  to  an  American  boy  through  capa- 
bility, industry,  honor  and  ambition. 

He  was  born  on  an  Ohio  farm  at  Spen- 
cer's Station,  Guernsey  county,  December 


30,  1842,  and  well  born.  His  father,  Asa 
Spencer,  was  a  Virginian  born  in  Loudon 
county  in  1807,  but  early  emigrating  to 
Ohio  with  his  parents,  who  settled  at  St. 
Clairsville,  Belmont  county.  Here  in  1833 
he  was  married  to  Phoebe  Eleanor  Piggott, 
daughter  of  John  and  Eleanor  Piggott,  and 
the  young  couple  moved  to  Guernsey  county, 
where  they  made  out  of  a  raw  farm  a  com- 
fortable home  for  themselves  and  where 
were  born  their  eight  children,  as  follows: 
Ellen  P.,  wife  of  P.  C.  Cowgill  of  Zanes- 
ville,  Ohio;  Ann,  wife  of  E.  V.  Shipley,  of 
Barnesville,  Ohio;  Frank   S.,  a  successful 


farmer  at  the  old  homestead;  Harry  L.,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch;  John  P.,  Amos  P.,  G. 
Nathan  and  Mrs.  Melissa  Roberts  of  Oska- 
loosa. The  parents  began  life  in  the  pioneer 
way,  in  a  log  cabin  with  few  worldly  belong- 
ings, and  their  first  tax  -receipt  for  twenty- 
eight  cents  as  personal  property  is  now  one 
of  the  valuable  possessions  of  their  son,  A 
P.  Spencer.  But  they  were  intelligent,  God- 
fearing Quaker  parents  who  took  places  as 
leaders  in  the  active  and  progressive  life  of 
their  community,  who  inspired  their  children 
with  the  qualities  out  of  which  they  have 
wrought  success  and  left  to  them  the  legacy 
of  a  good  and  honored  name.     In  1855  the 

Digitized  by  LiOOQ IC 


450 


PROGRESSIVE    MEN    OF   IOWA. 


extension  of  the  Central  Ohio  railroad  was 
located  through  the  farm  of  Asa  Spencer, 
the  neighboring  station  named  Spencer's  in 
his  honor,  and  he  appointed  station  agent. 
In  addition  to  that  he  conducted  a  general 
merchandising  business,  and  filled  his  meas- 
ure of  useful  and  enterprising  citizenship 
until  his  life  closed  in  1876  at  the  age  of 
sixty-nine  years.  The  aged  mother  survives 
him  and  resides  at  the  old  homestead  farm 
at  Spencer's. 

Harry  L.  Spencer  was  the  fourth  born  of 
this  union,  and  grew  to  manhood  on  the 
farm,  attending  the  country  schools  during 
the  winter  and  taking  his  share  of  the  work 
of  the  farm  in  the  summer.  In  that  early 
school  life  he  gave  proof  of  the  qualities 
that  have  been  his  predominant  traits,  men- 
tal keenness,  thoroughness  and  personal  in- 
tegrity, and  ranked  easily  at  the  head  of  his 
class.  From  that  farm  home  he  answered 
his  country's  call  February  9,  1864,  and  en- 
listed as  a  private  soldier  in  Company  B, 
Ninth  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry,  a  regiment 
that  was  a  part  of  the  famous  "March  to  the 
Sea,"  in  which  he  served  until  the  close  of 
the  war,  receiving  his  honorable  discharge 
in  August,  1865.  During  his  service  he  was 
promoted  to  first  sergeant  and  afterwards, 
by  reason  of  known  competency,  detailed  on 
special  duty  at  brigade  headquarters.  He 
was  in  fact  a  "picked  man"  from  the  mo- 
ment he  wrote  his  name  in  enlistment.  Be- 
ing at  that  time  summoned  to  a  private 
room,  the  commanding  officer  inquired  if  he 
had  written  his  own  name  on  the  record,  and 
to  his  reply  that  he  had,  a  detail  was  at  once 
offered  him  at  headquarters  on  account  of  his 
good  penmanship  and  from  that  moment 
to  the  present  he  has  never  been  out  of  em- 
ployment and  has  never  sought  it,  but  many 
places  of  honor  and  trust  have  sought  him, 
both  in  his  youth  and  manhood.  Less  than  a 
week  after  he  had  put  off  the  uniform  of  a 
soldier  of  his  country,  he  received  through 
his  colonel  an  offer  as  confidential  clerk  and 
bookkeeper  at  Zanesville,  Ohio,  which  he  ac- 
cepted and  where  he  took  up  his  permanent 
business  career.  So  well  were  those  first  du- 
ties performed  that  he  attracted  the  attention 
of  others  and  won  for  himself  several  flatter- 
ing business  proposals.  At  the  end  of  two 
years   he  decided   in   favor  of   Oskaloosa, 


Iowa,  and  there  formed  a  partnership  with 
F.  J.  Terry  under  the  firm  name  of  Terry  ft 
Spencer,  wholesale  grocers.  A  year  later 
the  firm  was  changed  to  that  of  Terry, 
Wright  &  Spencer,  by  the  association  of 
Thomas  T.  Wright,  and  again  later  to 
Wright  &  Spencer,  Mr.  Terry  retiring. 
After  the  death  of  Mr.  Wright  in  1874  Mr. 
Spencer  continued  for  several  years  the  man- 
agement of  the  business,  and  in  1880  a  new 
organization  was  formed  under  the  name  of 
H.  L.  Spencer  &  Company,  consisting  of  H. 
L.,  Amos  P.  and  G.  N.  Spencer  and  Joseph 
R.  Hague,  the  latter  retiring  three  years 
later,  and  the  three  brothers  assuming  the 
entire  ownership  and  control.  Under  the 
incorporation  in  1883  H.  L.  Spencer  was 
made  president,  A.  P.  Spencer  vice-president 
and  secretary,  and  G.  N.  Spencer  treasurer, 
and  some  time  later  in  recognition  of  faith- 
ful service  to  the  company,  John  C.  Ferrall, 
C.  D.  Cowgill  and  O.  S.  Ellis  became  stock- 
holders. Thus  from  small  beginnings  and 
under  a  sagacious  management,  this  business 
institution  has  grown  into  one  of  the  most 
important  and  successful  in  the  state,  whose 
growth  is  a  tribute  to  the  men  and  methods 
that  govern  it,  and  a  source  of  pride  to  Oska- 
loosa and  Southern  Iowa.  It  has  now  largely 
outgrown  its  original  local  boundaries,  and 
extended  its  interests  vitally  into  other  com- 
munities. In  September,  1885,  the  H.  L. 
Spencer  Company  was  instrumental  in  the 
organization  of  the  Tolerton  &  Stetson  Com- 
pany, wholesale  grocers,  of  Sioux  City,  with 
an  authorized  capital  of  $200,000,  and  of 
which  H.  L.  Spencer  has  continuously  been 
president. 

They  acquired  an  interest,  January  1, 
1886,  in  the  Letts,  Fletcher  Company  it 
Marshalltown,  similarily  capitalized,  of 
which  H.  L.  Spencer  is  vice-president  In 
August,  1892,  they  associated  themselves  in 
the  incorporation  of  a  new  company  at 
Mason  City  under  the  name  of  Letts,  Spen- 
cer, Hoffman  Company,  with  H.  L.  Spencer 
as  vice-president.  Besides  these  leading  pri- 
vate enterprises,  Mr.  Spencer  has  turned  his 
business  activity  into  many  other  important 
lines  where  his  judgment  and  training  have 
been  sought  and  valued.  Since  its  organ- 
ization in  1879  he  has  been  continuously  1 
director  of  the  Oskaloosa  National  Bank  and 
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twice  its  president,  retiring  both  times  by 
reason  of  the  pressure  of  his  private  business 
and  against  his  unanimous  choice  by  the  di- 
rectors of  the  bank.  He  is  president  and 
director  of  the  Iowa  Fuel  Company  and 
Regal  Coal  Company,  and  one  of  their  larg- 
est shareholders ;  vice-president  of  the  Knapp 
and  Spencer  Company,  wholesale  hardware, 
of  Sioux  City;  stockholder  in  the  Lost  Creek 
Fuel  Company;  director  of  the  Oskaloosa 
Water  Company;  president  of  the  Des 
Moines  Drug  Company,  whose  organization 
he  conducted.  He  is  vice-president  of  Letts, 
Spencer  Grocer  Company  of  St.  Joseph,  Mis- 
souri, and  more  or  less  interested  in  other 
directions.  In  all,  his  methods  are  the  same, 
fairness,  courtesy,  system,  and  in  all  he  has 
won  and  holds  the  unwavering  esteem  and 
confidence  of  patrons  and  the  public.  Per- 
sonally his  activities  embrace  interest  in  all 
the  useful  and  progressive  agencies  of  his 
community.  He  is  in  touch  with  its  educa- 
tional and  church  movements,  with  its  chari- 
ties and  with  young  men  especially  who  are 
trying  to  rise  by  their  own  efforts.  He 
touches  the  life  of  his  community  in  these 
and  all  lines  that  make  for  its  progress  and 
betterment.  The  first  pipe  organ  in  his  home 
city  was  his  gift  to  the  Congregational 
church,  of  which  he  is  a  member.  His  own 
success  is  self-achieved,  and  in  that  achieve- 
ment his  nature  has  not  been  warped  or  his 
sympathies  narrowed.  He  is  a  man  true  and 
admirable  in  every  relation  of  life — consid- 
erate as  friend  and  neighbor,  companionable 
as  comrade,  loyal  and  zealous  as  citizen.  He 
rises  to  his  every  responsibility  conscien- 
tiously and  maintains  in  his  life  the  ideals 
of  a  Christian  manhood. 

Mr.  Spencer  was  married  in  Oskaloosa, 
October  20,  1869,  to  Mary  E.  Paine,  of 
Pawtucket,  Rhode  Island,  a  native  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  to  the  happy  home  thus  cre- 
eatd  have  come  three  children :  Anna  Eliza- 
bethj  born  November  3,  1872;  Gertrude 
Whittier,  born  January  25,  1874,  and  Wil- 
liam Windom,  born  February  26,  1881. 


born  at  the  farm  homestead  at  Spencer's  Sta- 
tion, Ohio,  April  28,  1847,  and  moved  un- 
der similar  conditions  as  are  elsewhere 
sketched  in  the  life  of  the  senior  brother,  H. 
L.  Spencer.  The  country  school  afforded 
but  slight  means  for  the  education  longed 
for,  and  at  the  close  of  the  war,  when  all  the 
active  business  currents  of  the  nation  began 
to  run  so  buoyantly,  this  young  man  of 
eighteen  years  prevailed  upon  his  father  and 
obtained  a  ten  months'  commercial  course 
at  the  Lebanon,  Ohio,  Normal  Academy. 
This  was  followed  by  his  acceptance  of  a 
position  as  bookkeeper  in  a  retail  store  in 


SPENCER,  Amos  Peasley,  the  second 
member  of  the  H.  L.  Spencer  Company, 
•wholesale  grocers,    Oskaloosa,    Iowa,    was 


Cincinnati,  which  he  held  efficiently  for 
three  years,  when  he  was  called  home  by  an 
appointment  as  station  agent  of  the  Balti- 
more &  Ohio  Railway  at  Spencer's  Station. 
While  filling  this  post,  he  gave  evidence  of 
the  dominant  business  energy  and  capacity 
which  have  marked  his  subsequent  career. 
He  combined  with  his  duties  for  the  rail- 
way company  a  general  commission  business 
and  during  his  five  years  there  advanced  the 
volume  of  trade  beyond  anything  in  the  com- 
mercial history  of  the  village. 

Such  a  man  was  destined  to  larger  duty, 
and  his  ability  was  recognized  by  repeated 
calls  to  other  and  more   important  fields. 
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Finally,  late  in  1875,  ^e  accepted  the  posi- 
tion of  cashier  of  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Batesville,  Ohio,  whose  tender  came  to 
him  unsought  and  whose  duties  he  per- 
formed most  capably.  Two  years  later,  his 
brother,  H.  L.  Spencer,  who  had  preceded 
him  to  Oskaloosa,  induced  him  to  accept  a 
place  with  Wright  &  Spencer,  wholesale 
grocers,  and  on  January  10,  1877,  Mr.  Spen- 
cer became  a  resident  and  citizen  of  Oska- 
loosa, Iowa.  In  the  reorganization  of  this 
business  three  years  later,  Mr.  Spencer  be- 
came a  leading  member  of  the  firm  of  H.  L. 
Spencer  Comgany,  and  one  of  its  most  valu- 
able factors.  His  own  peculiar,  natural  tal- 
ent for  the  mastery  of  detail,  his  taste  and 
genius  for  business,  his  varied  and  success- 
ful experience,  were  all  turned  to  account  in 
his  steady  grasp  of  the  multiform  and  multi- 
plying duties  of  the  growing  enterprise.  At 
one  time  or  another,  he  has  held  every  im- 
portant place  in  the  house  and  has  made 
himself  the  master  of  all  its  labors,  whether 
bookkeeper,  shipping  clerk,  salesman,  buyer, 
credit  man,  up  to  its  general  supervision 
which  now  for  many  years  has  fallen  upon 
him  in  competent  fulfillment.  Nor  are  his 
duties  limited  to  the  Oskaloosa  business. 
All  the  other  interests  of  the  house  make 
their  demands  upon  his  time  and  experience. 
He  is  the  active  secretary  of  the  Letts- 
Fletcher  Company  of  Marshalltown  and 
Carroll ;  of  the  Marshalltown  Grocery  Com- 
pany, and  the  Letts,  Spencer,  Smith  Com- 
pany at  Mason  City,  and  director  in  the 
Tollerton  &  Stetson  Company  of  Sioux  City, 
all  these  concerns  being  wholesale  groceries. 
Mr.  Spencer  is  a  practical,  experienced, 
trained  business  man,  and  yet  amid  such  ab- 
sorption as  is  involved  by  these  extensive 
business  relations,  he  finds  time  for  large  in- 
terest and  service  on  the  social  side  of  life. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
church  and  for  many  years  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  its  Board  of  Trustees  and  its  treas- 
urer. He  is  a  member  of  the  Oskaloosa 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  now 
for  the  second  time  its  vice-president,  chair- 
man of  its  lecture  committee  and  the  chief 
factor  in  the  success  of  the  Union  Lecture 
Guirse,  which  is  recognized  as  the  strongest 
in  Iowa.  He  was  one  of  the  incorporators 
of  the  Oskaloosa   Public  Library,   its  first 


treasurer  and  now  president  of  the  Board  of 
Management.  In  politics,  he  is  loyal  to  re- 
publican principles,  as  are  all  his  brothers. 
He  is  a  sincere,  useful,  honored  factor  in 
the  life  of  his  community,  and  genial  and 
comradely  as  friend  and  associate. 

His  wife  was  Miss  Hannah  Anna  Kin- 
sey,  eldest  daughter  of  Samuel  B.  and 
Rachel  G.  Kinsey,  to  whom  he  was  mar- 
ried at  New  Vienna,  Ohio,  September  11. 
1872.  Together  they  have  established  a 
home  where  good  will  and  hospitality  abide, 
and  where  have  come  to  bless  their  union 
six  children:  Ada,  Eva,  Wilbur  E.,  Harry 
K.,  Clarence  M.,  and  Ella  Helene. 


EARLY,  David  Carr,  of  Sac  City,  was 
born  April  21,  1830,  in  Brown  County, 
Ohio,  near  the  village  of  Feesburg.  His 
father  was  Andrew  Early,  who  was  the  son 
of  David  Early.  He  was  brought  up  on  a 
farm  until  eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he 
attended  a  school  at  Felicity,  Clermont 
county,  Ohio,  called  "Springtown  Insti- 
tute," for  about  one  year.  After  teaching 
school  about  two  or  three  years  and  study- 
ing law  at  spare  times  he  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  by  the  supreme  court  of  Ohio.  He 
had  read  Horace  Greeley's  advice — "Go 
West,  young  man" — and  he  turned  his  face 
toward  the  setting  sun  and  traveled  as  far 
as  he  could  by  rail  and  boat  and  then  on 
foot.  He  did  not  find  anything  to  suit  him 
until  he  struck  Iowa.  He  traveled  nearly 
the  entire  length  of  Iowa,  from  the  Missis- 
sippi on  the  east  to  the  Missouri  on  the 
west,  on  foot. 

He  fell  in  love  at  once  with  the  soil  of 
Iowa  and  determined  to  secure  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  that  land  at  government 
price — one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per 
acre.  He  had  to  go  to  almost  the  west  line 
of  the  state  before  he  found  what  suited 
him,  but  at  last  he  struck  it  in  Sac  county, 
a  beautiful  grove  of  timber  surrounded  by 
as  fine  prairie  as  the  sun  shone  upon.  This 
was  May  5,  1856. 

Here  he  stopped  and  took  his  claim,  in 
company  with  a  young  man  by  the  name  of 
Andrew  J.  Taylor,  of  Northern  Ohio,  who 
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had  been  his  traveling  companion  for  the 
last  hundred  miles.  They  immediately  went 
into  the  grove  to  examine  the  timber  and 
f<  mnd  it  to  be  all  they  could  desire ;  but  while 
in  the  t'mber  they  met  a  German.  They 
asked  him  what  he  was  doing  there.  He  re- 
plied :  "Staking  out  a  claim/'  and  that  he  in- 
tended to  take  a  pre-emption  on  it  and  make 
a  home  of  it.  The  government  land  office 
was  then  at  Sioux  City,  ninety  miles  further 
west.  The  young  men  knew  there  was  no 
time  to  be  lost  if  they  secured  this  elegant 
land,  so  it  was  agreed  that  young  Early 
should  start  at  once  for  Sioux  City  to  make 
their  claims  good  by  securing  government 
pre-emption  papers  from  the  land  office, 
while  Taylor  was  to  cut  logs  and  make  clap- 
1*  ards  for  a  house.  They  divided  the  grove 
and  adjoining  prairie  satisfactorily  and  se- 
lected a  place  on  the  line  between  their 
claims  on  which  to  erect  a  cabin  in  which 
both  could  live.  Then  Early  started  to  Sioux 
City  on  foot.  The  roads  were  bad,  there 
were  no  bridges  and  many  sloughs  and 
creeks  to  wade,  but  he  made  the  trip  to 
Sioux  City  in  three  days,  secured  his  papers 
and  made  the  return  trip  in  three  days. 
When  he  returned  young  Taylor  was  ready 
to  raise  the  cabin,  which  was  soon  accom- 


plished and  a  bedstead  made  of  poles,  and 
prairie  grass  for  mattress  and  bed  clothing. 
No  floors,  no  chinking  between  the  logs  and 
no  door  graced  that  cabin,  but  these  two 
young  pioneers  took  up  their  abode  there 
and  occupied  this  rude  cabin  three  months, 
their  nearest  neighbor  being  four  or  five 
miles  distant. 

Taylor  was  a  good  cook,  but  they  had 
little  to  cook  aside  from  coffee  and  bacon. 
Their  appetites  were  good  and  they  spent 
the  summer  on  this  coarse  fare  and  com- 
plied with  the  law,  entered  their  land  under 
the  pre-emption  law.  Mr.  Early  took  a  trip 
to  Ohio  and  on  returning  he  located  in  Sac 
City,  the  county  seat,  which  at  that  time  was 
composed  of  only  three  or  four  log  cabins, 
one  of  which  was  intended  for  a  school 
house.  He  was  engaged  to  teach  the  first 
school  in  Sac  county  and  entered  upon  his 
duties,  but  after  teaching  seven  days  was  of- 
fered the  deputyship  as  county  treasurer  and 
recorder,  which  he  accepted  and  secured  his 
release  as  teacher.  The  first  county  election 
for  county  officers  had  taken  place  in  the 
fall  of  1856,  when  he  was  in  Kentucky,  and 
a  man  by  the  name  of  F.  M.  Cory,  living  on 
a  farm  about  three  miles  from  the  county 
seat,  had  been  elected  to  this  office.  When 
he  learned  he  would  be  required  to  keep  his 
office  at  the  county  seat,  he  concluded  that 
he  could  not  afford  to  leave  his  farm  and 
go  to  town,  and  would  therefore  hire  a 
deputy  to  attend  to  the  office  for  him.  Young 
Early,  being  a  good  penman  and  a  lawyer 
of  pleasing  address,  was  just  the  man  for 
the  place.  His  fame  as  a  penman  and  law- 
yer spread  rapidly  and  he  soon  was  a  very 
busy  man. 

The  habits  of  frugality  and  of  attending 
to  his  own  business,  which  he  formed  in 
his  youth,  cling  to  him  and  he  is  honored 
and  respected  by  all  who  know  him.  He 
never  entered  the  practice  of  law,  but  found 
the  knowledge  he  acquired  in  studying  of 
great  value  to  him  all  through  life,  and  con- 
siders the  time  spent  in  preparing  himself 
for  a  lawyer  well  spent. 

He  has  been  a  Free  Mason  since  1852.  He 
was  several  times  Master  of  the  Lodge  and 
Eminent  Commander  of  the  Commandery  at 
Sac  City,  and  has  always  been  much  at- 
tached to  the  order. 
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Mr.  Early  was  first  married  December  9, 
1859,  to  Sarah  Ann  Wren,  who  proved  a 
good  wife  and  helpful  companion  during  the 
short  time  she  lived.  She  died  March  26, 
1864,  three  days  after  the  birth  of  their  sec- 
ond child.  The  children  by  this  marriage 
were  Ossian  Carr  Early,  born  November 
50,  i860,  and  Walter  Francis,  born  March 
23,  1864.  He  was  again  married  January 
1,  1865,  to  Harriet  V.  Wren,  a  sister  of  his 
first  wife,  who  at  once  became  a  mother  to 
the  little  boys  in  whom  she  took  the  same 
interest  and  to  whom  she  gave  the  same 
care  and  attention  which  she  afterwards  be- 
stowed upon  her  own  children.  The  chil- 
dren by  the  second  marriage  were  Quincy 
Eugene,  born  February  3,  1867 ;  Lulu  Maude 
and  Lola  Mae,  born  September  10,  1868, 
and  Doud  Cady,  born  April  30,  1875.  Of 
the  six  children,  three  have  been  taken  by 
death.  The  first  to  be  taken  was  Lulu 
Maude,  one  of  the  twins,  November  25, 
1872.  The  next  to  be  taken  was  Walter 
Francis,  who  died  at  Valparaiso,  Indiana, 
while  attending  college  there.  Two  years 
later  they  were  called  upon  to  give  up  their 
youngest,  Doud  Cady.  Quincy  Eugene  at- 
tended school  at  Drake  University  at  Des 
Moines.  He  lives  with  his  parents  in  Sac 
City  and  is  engaged  in  the  real  estate  and 
abstract  business.  Lola  Mae  attended  school 
at  Drake  University  for  about  two  years. 
She  then  attended  the  Neff  School  of  Ora- 
tory and  Elocution  in  Philadelphia,  Penn- 
sylvania, where  she  graduated  with  honor  in 
June,  1894.  She  then  made  a  tour  of 
Europe,  visiting  all  its  important  cities  and 
other  places  of  note. 

Mr.  Early  is  still  living  at  Sac  City  and 
is  one  of  the  wealthy  and  respected  men  of 
that  beautiful  city. 


SALINGER,  Benjamin  I.,  of  Carroll, 
Reporter  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Iowa  and 
one  of  the  most  energetic  and  successful 
lawyers  and  politicians  in  the  state,  was 
born  May  14,  1861,  in  Wronke,  Kingdom 
of  Prussia,  Germany,  and  was  brought  to 
the  United  States  at  the  age  of  nine  years. 
The  family  settled  in  Butler  county.  The 
father's  name  is   Louis   Salinger  and    his 


mother's  maiden  name  was  Rosalie  Slimmer, 
a  sister  of  Abraham  Slimmer  of  Waverly. 
Louis  Salinger  has  been  in  his  day  a  fur 
buyer  and  merchant  and  is  now  living  in  re- 
tirement in  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin.  Ben- 
jamin I.  Salinger  attended  school  in  Ger- 
many from  the  time  he  was  five  years  old 
until  the  family  came  to  America.  After 
that  time  he  had  a  varied  experience  in  try- 
ing to  get  an  education.  The  family  was 
poor  and  wanted  him  to  earn  money  and  fit 
himself  for  business,  for  which  he  had  no 
taste,  preferring  to  read  and  study.  The 
boy  had  a  rather  hard  life  for  a  few  years 


and  engaged  in  a  great  variety  of  occupa- 
tions, such  as  farming,  clerking,  working  in 
a  bank  and  the  like,  all  the  time  determined 
to  be  a  lawyer.  He  studied  whenever  he 
could,  went  to  school  some,  spent  a  little 
time  in  Cornell  College  at  Mount  Vernon 
and  then  started  out  as  the  "Boy  Orator," 
delivering  an  address  entitled  "Women 
Want  Bread  as  Well  as  the  Ballot"  He 
got  more  compliments  than  money.  He 
tried  teaching  school  and  was  befriended  by 
Judge  Chase  of  Webster  City,  and  also  J.  D. 
Hunter,  then  and  now  editor  of  the  Free- 
man. He  drifted  to  Spencer,  where  his  ex- 
treme youth  prevented  him  from  achieving 
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success  as  a  lawyer  in  a  small  way  and  com- 
pelled him  and  his  partner,  William  W. 
Hughes,  to  leave  the  town  on  foot  heavily 
in  debt.  They  footed  it  across  the  prairie 
to  Storm  Lake  and  then  to  Ida  county, 
where  young  Salinger  taught  school  near 
where  Holstejn  now  stands.  The  wages  were 
small  and  the  tribulations  many.  When  his 
school  was  finished  he  herded  cattle  and 
worked  for  farmers  at  such  jobs  as  he  could 
get,  all  the  time  keeping  up  his  reading  by 
getting  books  from  a  small  circulating  li- 
brary in  Ida  Grove.  During  this  time  he 
had  almost  no  human  associates,  and  he  and 
Hughes  used  to  walk  fourteen  miles  to  the 
Ida  county  line  to  visit,  Hughes  being  em- 
ployed as  a  teacher  near  Cherokee.  While 
working  as  a  farm  hand  he  met  his  present 
wife,  and  after  he  began  to  teach  near  Cher- 
okee, used  to  walk  across  the  country  four- 
teen miles  to  see  her.  Subsequently  he 
taught  the  winter  term  of  school  in  that 
neighborhood  and  boarded  at  her  father's 
house.  In  the  spring  of  1880  he  was  mar- 
ried to  this  young  woman,  Miss  Lucy  M. 
Boylan,  and  managed  to  get  to  Manning, 
where  he  organized  a  school,  the  directors 
paying  part  and  the  patrons  part.  He  re- 
mained there  in  that  position  two  years, 
working  under  many  difficulties.  The  school 
grew  to  six  rooms,  scattered  in  store  rooms 
on  the  main  street.  He  did  other  teaching 
at  the  same  time  and  kept  up  his  law  studies. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  before  Judge 
Loofborrow  in  Audubon  and  was  soon  after- 
ward naturalized  in  Carroll  and  went  into 
partnership  with  Emory  S.  Blazer,  who  in- 
volved the  firm  in  liabilities,  which  Mr. 
Salinger  conscientiously  paid  to  the  last 
cent,  partly  by  traveling  for  one  of 
the  insurance  companies  that  Blazer  had 
wronged.  After  a  brief  association  in 
the  nature  of  a  partnership  with  L. 
P.  Brigham  and  J.  W.  Lindsay,  Mr.  Sal- 
inger practiced  alone  until  the  fall  of  1897, 
when  he  removed  to  Carroll  and  formed  a 
law  partnership  with  George  W.  Korte.  He 
has  enjoyed  a  very  large  practice  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  in  all  the  courts  of  Western 
Iowa. 

Mr.  Salinger  is  recognized  as  one  of  the 
ablest  campaign  speakers  in  the  United 
States  and  has  been  engaged  by  the  national 


committee  in  all  parts  of  the  country.  He 
was  chairman  of  the  congressional  conven- 
tion which  first  nominated  J.  P.  Dolliver  for 
congress  in  1888,  and  the  speech  he  made 
there  made  him  famous.  The  republican  na- 
tional committee  sent  him  to  the  Atlantic 
coast  to  make  speeches  for  Harrison  and  he 
spoke  about  thirty  times  in  New  York  City. 
The  next  year  he  was  chairman  of  the  re- 
publican state  convention.  He  has  always 
been  a  republican  and  for  many  years  has 
been  one  of  its  chief  speakers  in  every  cam- 
paign. In  1894  he  was  elected  reporter  of 
the  supreme  court  and  re-elected  in  1898. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
of  the  United  Workmen  and  the  Knights  of 
Pythias.  He  had  no  opposition  for  election 
to  the  position  of  Grand  Chancellor  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  in  Iowa  in  1899.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Salinger  have  three  children: 
Daisy  R.,  born  December  20,  1881,  now  mar- 
ried to  J.  P.  Minchen  of  Carroll,  and  twin 
boys,  Benjamin  I.  Jr.,  and  Louis  H.,  born 
August  31,  1883. 


WILSON,  Lanson  Curtis,  M.  D.,  a 
prominent  physician  and  surgeon  of  What 
Cheer,  and  president  of  the  What  Cheer 
Savings  Bank,  was  born  at  that  place  Sep- 
tember 22,  1859,  and,  though  comparatively 
a  young  man,  he  has  risen  to  considerable 
prominence  in  his  profession  and  ranks  among 
its  leading  members  in  that  section  of  the 
state.  His  parents,  Isaac  B.  and  Mary  Wil- 
son, were  natives  of  Ohio.  His  great  grand- 
father on  the  paternal  side  served  in  the 
War  of  the  Revolution  and  was  taken  pris- 
oner and  taken  to  Canada,  where  he  was 
held  one  year.  After  his  release  he  returned 
to  the  United  States  and  settled  with  his 
son,  was  in  the  war  of  18 12.  His  son, 
Isaac  Greer  Wilson,  grandfather  of  Dr.  Wil- 
son, was  in  the  war  of  181 2.  His  son 
Isaac  Burris  Wilson,  the  doctor's  father, 
was  born  in  Champaign  county,  Ohio, 
March  14,  1830,  and  was  married  March  25, 
1854,  to  Miss  Mary  Wilson,  who  was  born 
in  Clark  county,  Ohio,  October  26,  1835. 
The  family  lived  in  Keokuk  county,  and 
here  their  son,  Lanson  C,  received  his  early 
education  in  the  public  schools.  He  en- 
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tered  the  Academy  in  Iowa  City,  January  2, 
1882,  and  was  graduated  from  the  institu- 
tion in  June,  1883.  He  entered  the  Eclectic 
Medical  Institute  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Aug- 
ust 31,  1885,  and  was  graduated  from  that 
school  in  June,  1887,  receiving  his  diploma 
with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  He  then  returned 
to  What  Cheer  and  at  once  began  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine.  In  1890  he  took  a  post 
graduate  course  in  diseases  of  the  eye  and 
ear  at  the  Post  Graduate  Medical  School, 
New  York,  and  in  1892  he  took  a  post  grad- 
uate course  in  eye,  ear,  nose  and  throat  dis- 
eases at  the  Post  Graduate  Medical  School 
in  Chicago.  Thus  he  has  well  equipped  him- 
self for  his  chosen  profession.  In  politics, 
Dr.  Wilson  is  a  free  silver  democrat.  He  is 
a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
He  was  married  to  Mary  Eliza  Leaven- 
worth, of  Montrose,  June  27,  1889.  They 
have  two  children:  Maryetta,  born  May  2, 
1890,  and  Isaac  Bennet  Wilson,  born  April 
11,  1892. 


WALLACE,  Henry.  The  name  of  this 
noted  writer  on  agricultural  subjects  is  quite 
familiar  to  every  one  in  the  middle  west, 
and  in  the  farm  homes  of  Iowa  he  has  found 


a  place  that  can  be  secured  only  by  years 
of  intelligent  toil  on  behalf  of  those  whom 
he  would  serve.  He  has  been  continuously 
connected  with  agricultural  journalism  in 
Iowa  for  nearly  twenty  years,  has  taken  an 
active  part  in  all  agricultural  movements, 
and  for  the  last  two  years  has  been  the  ed- 
itor of  Wallaces'  Farmer,  which  in  this  short 
period  has  become  the  recognized  exponent 
of  agricultural  thought  and  opinion. 

Henry  Wallace  was  born  near  West  New- 
ton,   Westmoreland    county,    Pennsylvania, 
March  19,  1836.    His  father,  John  Wallace, 
was  a  native  of  the  north  of  Ireland,  County 
Antrim,  and  his  mother  was  Martha  Ross, 
whose  father  was  from  the  adjoining  county 
of  Derry.     He  was  the  oldest  of  the  family 
and  did  his  full  share  of  the  work  on  the 
farm  until  he  was  18  years  of  age,  when  he 
entered  the  academy  to  prepare  for  college. 
He  matriculated  in  Jefferson  college,  Can- 
nonsburg,  Pa.,  in   1857,  and  graduated  in 
1859.     He    taught    in    Columbia    college, 
Adair  County,  Ky.,  until  the  outbreak  of 
the  war.     He  entered  the  United  Presby- 
terian Theological  Seminary  at  Allegheny 
Pa.,  in  i860,  and  later  the  Theological  Sem- 
inary of  Monmouth,  111.,  graduating  from 
the  last  named  in  1863.    He  served  as  pas- 
tor   of   the    United    Presbyterian    Missioji 
churches  of  Rock  Island,  111.,  and  Daven- 
port, Iowa,  until  1871.     During  this  period 
he    served    one    term    as    delegate    in    the 
Christian  commission  and   was  at   Peters- 
burg and  subsequent  battles  up  to  that  of 
Farmville  within  one  day  of  Appomattox, 
Failing  health  compelled  him  to  take  a  coun- 
try charge,  and  he  settled  in  Morning  Sun, 
Iowa,  in  1871,  but  in  1877  was  obliged  to 
abandon  the  ministry  on  account  of  ill  health 
and  engage  in  some  outdoor  pursuit.     In 
1877,  he  began  improving  wild  land  in  Adair 
county,  Iowa,  a  section    of    which  he  still 
owns  and  manages,  and  at  the  same  time  a 
thorough  study  of  agriculture,  contributing 
the  results  of  his  investigations  to  local  pa- 
pers, and  finally  purchasing  the  Winterset, 
Iowa,  Chronicle  in  order  to  secure  the  more 
perfect  freedom  in  discussing  agricultural 
and  semi-agricultural  questions. 

During  this  period  he  became  actively  as- 
sociated with  Father  Clarkson,  "Tama  Jim," 
now  Secretary,  Wilson,    and  others  in  the 
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management  of  the  Farmers'  Protective  As- 
sociation, the  object  of  which  was  to  break 
the  barb  wire  monopoly  so  odious  at  that 
time  to  the  farmers  of  the  state.  In  the 
year  1883  he  was  called  unexpectedly  to  the 
editorship  of  a  distinctly  agricultural  paper 
published  in  Des  Moines.  As  editor  he  took 
an  active  part  in  the  movement  for  the  en- 
actment of  the  Iowa  dairy  law,  the  Iowa 
railroad  law,  the  interstate  commerce  law, 
and  similar  measures  on  behalf  of  the  agri- 
cultural interests.  Serious  and  irreconcilable 
differences  arising  in  the  management  of 
the  paper  with  reference  to  public  questions, 
he  severed  his  connection  and  established 
Wallaces'  Farmer,  for  the  management  of 
which  he  and  his  family  will  alone  be  re- 
sponsible and  to  which  he  expects  to  devote 
the  remainder  of  his  life. 

He  has  never  held  an  office  of  a  political 
character.  His  life  is  devoted  to  hard  work, 
and  such  time  as  can  be  spared  from  his 
labors  is  spent  in  travel  and  study.  He  has 
made  two  extended  tours  abroad  in  the  last 
few  years,  one  as  the  agent  of  the  depart- 
ment of  agriculture. 

He  was  married  in  1863  to  Nannie  Cant- 
well,  of  Kenton,  Ohio.  They  have  five  chil- 
dren: Henry  C,  business  manager  of  Wal- 

32 


laces'  Farmer,  and  editor  of  the  Creamery 
Gazette,  published  by  the  Wallace  Publish- 
ing Company ;  Miss  Josephine  Wallace ;  Mrs. 
Harriet  Ashby,  wife  of  Hon.  N.  B.  Ashby, 
consul  to  Dublin ;  John  P.,  advertising  man- 
ager of  Wallaces'  Farmer  and  the  Creamery 
Gazette,  and  Daniel  Wallace. 


MARQUARDT,  George  W.,  president 
of  the  Marquardt  Savings  Bank  of  Des 
Moines,  and  prominently  identified  with  the 
business  interests  of  that  city,  is  a  native  of 
Germany.  He  was  born  in  Elmshausen, 
Kreis  Bensheim,  Hesse-Dramstadt,  Febru- 
ary 9,  183^,  and  was  the  son  of  George  W. 
Marcjuardt  and  Anna  Mary  Brecht  Mar- 
quardt. The  parents  were  farmers  and  by 
industry  and  thrift  accumulated  a  compe- 
tence. Their  children,  six  in  number,  of 
whom  George  W.  was  the  oldest,  were  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schools  of  Elmshausen. 
He  learned  the  watch-maker's  trade,  com- 
mencing at  the  age  of  fourteen  years.  Six 
years  later  he  concluded  to  try  a  larger  field 
in  America  and  came  to  Dayton,  Ohio,  in 
June,  1852,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade, 
and  in  less  than  two  years  saved  two  hun- 
dred dollars  out  of  a  salary  of  three  hundred 
dollars  per  year,  with  which  he  came  to 
Iowa  City  in  March,  1854,  and  started  in 
business  in  a  small  way.  His  business  stead- 
ily grew  from  a  small  retail  establishment 
to  a  large  wholesale  house.  In  1881  the 
wholesale  department  was  moved  to  Des 
Moines  under  the  firm  name  of  George  W. 
Marquardt  &  Sons,  and  five  years  later  the 
retail  business  was  sold  and  the  family  with 
all  its  business  connections  moved  to  Des 
Moines.  In  1892  the  entire  jewelry  estab- 
lishment was  removed  to  Chicago  and  placed 
under  the  management  of  G.  W.  Jr.  and  C. 
G.  Marquardt,  sons  of  George  W.  The  bus- 
iness had  grown  to  such  an  extent  that  it 
demanded  a  more  central  location. 

Since  he  came  to  Iowa,  Mr.  Marquardt 
has  been  identified  with  many  large  business 
undertakings  outside  of  his  special  line  until 
now  he  is  known  more  as  a  banker  and  cap- 
italist than  as  a  jewelry  dealer,  the  latter 
business  having  passed  into  the  management 
of  his  sons.    He  was  a  stockholder,  director 
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and  vice-president  of  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Iowa  City  until  1887.  In  1866  he 
assisted  in  establishing  a  large  woolen  mill 
in  Coral ville,  Iowa.  In  188 1  the  Iowa  City 
Grape  Sugar  Company  was  organized  and 
afterwards  sold  to  a  syndicate  in  Buffalo, 
New  York,  and  the  name  changed  to  the 
American  Glucose  Company.  Mr.  Mar- 
quardt  was  interested  in  the  Iowa  City  Re- 
publican Company,  and  was  director  and 
vice-president  of  the  Farmers'  Loan  and 
Trust  Company  of  Iowa  City.  Since  his  re- 
moval to  Des  Moines  he  has  engaged  ex- 
tensively in  the  banking  business,  becoming 
in  1886  a  stockholder  and  director  in  the 
Pes  Moines  Savings  Bank.  He  was  also  a 
stockholder  in  1875  in  the  West  Branch 
Bank  of  West  Branch,  Iowa;  in  1881  in  the 
Iowa  City  Flint  Glass  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany: in  1 89 1  in  the  Iowa  National  Bank, 
Des  Moines,  and  in  numerous  other  similar 
enterprises.  The  Marquardt  Savings  Bank, 
one  of  the  leading  banks  of  Des  Moines,  was 
organized  by  Mr.  Marquardt  January  31, 
1891.  Mr.  Marquardt  has  been  its  president 
ever  since.  His  son,  Harry  S.,  was  cashier 
until  his  untimely  death  in  1892. 

Mr.  Marquardt  was  married  June  2,  1859, 


to  Miss  Kate  Kauffman,  and  to  them  have 
been  born  six  children,  three  sons  and  three 
daughters:  George  W.,  Jr.,  is  married  to 
Miss  Evelyn  Allen,  daughter  of  Reuben  Al- 
len ;  Charles  Grant  is  married  to  Miss  Libbie 
Roberts,  daughter  of  W.  S.  Roberts;  the 
daughters  are:  Effie  L.,  married  to  W.  F. 
Elliott,  an  attorney,  and  son  of  Judge  El- 
liott of  Indianapolis,  Indiana;  Lillian  I., 
married  to  Dr.  Crayke  Priestley,  and  Delia, 
who  is  unmarried. 

During  all  his  life  Mr.  Marquardt  has 
taken  deep  interest  in  religious  affairs.  He 
was  a  Lutheran  in  boyhood,  but  in  Dayton. 
Ohio,  became  a  member  of  the  German  So- 
ciety of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
with  which  he  has  been  connected  ever  since. 
He  took  a  leading  part  in  the  building  of 
the  German  Methodist  church  in  Iowa  City. 
and  he  has  been  the  builder  of  two  churches 
in  Des  Moines — the  German  Methodist  Mis- 
sion church  at  Seventh  and  Scott  streets, 
and  the  German  Methodist  church  on  West 
Locust  between  Second  and  Third  streets, 
which  is  a  combination  of  business  and 
church  block.  He  has  been  three  times 
chosen  lay  delegate  to  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal General  Conference,  in  1876  in  Balti- 
more, in  1880  in  Cincinnati  and  in  1884  in 
Philadelphia.  The  German  College  in  Mt. 
Pleasant,  Iowa,  owes  much  of  its  success  t«> 
Mr.  Marquardt,  who  has  been  director  and 
treasurer  for  twenty-eight  years,  giving 
freely  of  his  time  and  money  every  year  to 
its  support. 

The  handsome  building  on  the  corner  of 
Fifth  and  Locust  streets,  occupied  by  the 
Marquardt  Savings  Bank,  is  the  property 
of  its  president,  who  is  also  the  owner  of 
much  valuable  property  in  the  city.  The 
Marquardt  home  on  Grand  avenue  is  one  o: 
the  finest  in  the  city,  and  also  one  of  the 
pleasantest.  The  family  is  an  ideal  one,  and 
Mr.  Marquardt's  life  has  in  this  as  in  other 
respects  been  crowned  with  marked  success 
lie  is  known  all  over  the  state  as  well  as  in 
the  city  of  his  residence  as  a  conservative, 
#safe  financier,  who  has  been  helpful  in  build- 
irg  up  the  city  and  gaining  for  it  a  reputa- 
tion >i  conservatism  and  solidity  that  is  of 
great  value  to  those  who  are  in  business  in 
Des  Moines. 
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HAMILTON,  John  T.,  former  member 
of  congress  and  one  of  the  leading  business 
men  of  Cedar  Rapids,  was  born  in  Geneseo, 
Henry  county,  Illinois,  October  16,  1843. 
His  parents  were  James  S.  Hamilton  and 
Mary  E.  Taylor  Hamilton.  His  father  is  a 
native  of  Westmoreland,  Pennsylvania,  and 
is  a  farmer  in  Geneseo,  Illinois.  The  mother 
was  a  native  of  New  Hampshire.  Two 
brothers  of  John  T.  Hamilton  are  living  in 
Iowa,  William  W.  and  Porter,  in  Cedar 
Rapids.  Another  brother,  James  W.,  died 
in  1895.  A  sister,  Mrs.  Sarah  E.  Orr,  lives 
in  Henry  county,  Illinois.  The  children 
of  the  Hamilton  family  attended  the  public 
schools  near  their  home  in  Illinois,  and  John 
T.  took  a  course  in  Geneseo  Academy.  He 
rrmained  on  the  farm  with  his  father  until 
1S64,  when  he  went  into  the  insurance  bus- 
:ness.  He  followed  that  for  four  years,  or 
until  he  came  to  Cedar  Rapids,  February  2, 
1S68.  Here  he  went  into  the  agricultural 
implement  business,  forming  a  partnership 
under  the  name  of  Averill  &  Hamilton, 
which  continued  until  December,  1873,  when 
Mr.  Amidon  bought  Mr.  Averill's  interest 
and  the  firm  was  Hamilton  &  Amidon  until 
1 89 1,  when  the  present  firm  of  Hafnilton 
Brothers  succeeded,  and  is  one  of  the  strong- 
est business  houses  in  Cedar  Rapids.  Mr. 
Hamilton  has  prospered  as  the  result  of  in- 
dustry and  good  business  judgment,  and  is 
president  of  the  Merchants'  National  Bank 
and  of  the  Cedar  Rapids  Savings  Bank. 

The  people  of  Cedar  Rapids  and  Linn 
county  have  repeatedly  honored  Mr.  Hamil- 
ton with  responsible  official  duties.  He  first 
came  into  public  notice  as  assistant  chief  of 
the  fire  department  in  1872.  In  1878  he 
was  mayor  of  Cedar  Rapids  and  during  the 
years  1883,  ^84  and  1885  was  a  member  of 
the  county  board  of  supervisors.  In  1885 
he  was  elected  as  a  democrat  to  be  a  mem- 
ber of  the  house  of  representatives  from 
Linn  county,  and  was  re-elected  in  1887  and 
1889.  In  1890,  at  the  time  of  the  famous 
deadlock  in  the  house  of  representatives,  he 
was  chosen  speaker  of  the  house  on  account 
of  his  long  legislative  experience  and  the  be- 
lief of  the  members  that  notwithstanding 
the  trying  conditions  which  would  surround 


him  he  would  be  fair  to  both  sides  in  this 
evenly  divided  house.  His  service  fulfilled 
the  expectations  of  those  who  elected  him. 

Although  the  Fifth  congressional  district 
has  nearly  always  been  strongly  republican, 
Mr.  Hamilton,  as  the  democratic  nominee 
for  congress  in  1890,  carried  the  district  and 
was  elected  by  a  good  majority  over  the  re- 
publican nominee,  Judge  G.  R.  Struble,  of 
Tama  count>  Two  years  later  the  district 
returned  to  the  republican  column  and  Rob- 
ert G.  Cousins  was  elected  to  succeed  Mr. 
Hamilton. 

On  the  1 6th  of  October,  1873,  ln  Argen- 
tuyle,  Canada,  Mr.  Hamilton  was  married 
to  Miss  Sarah  A.  Jones,  a  native  of  St.  An- 
drews, Canada.  Three  children  have  been 
born  to  them :  James  E.,  born  July  19,  1874; 
Mabel,  born  August  8,  1885,  and  John  S. 
who  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  Hamilton  is 
a  prominent  member  of  the  Masonic 
order,  having  been  Master  of  the  Blue 
Lodge,  High  Priest  of  the  Chapter  and 
Eminent  Commander  of  Apollo  Command- 
ery  in  Cedar  Rapids.  He  is  a  thirty-second 
degree  Scottish  Rite  Mason.  He  attends  the 
Episcopal  church. 
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MILLER,  Homer  Allen,  cashier  of  the 
Des  Moines  Savings  Bank  of  Des  Moines, 
formerly  State  Bank  Examiner,  is  one  of 
the  most  conspicuously  successful  young 
business  men  in  Iowa.  He  comes  of  a  fam- 
ily which  has  made  a  name  for  itself  in  the 
business  world,  so  that  he  inherits  the  bus- 
iness instinct.  His  father,  B.  F.  Miller, 
was  born  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley  of  Vir- 
ginia, February  n,  1833.  He  left  home  at 
the  age  of  eleven  years,  and  up  to  the  time 
of  his  death  on  May  31,  1896,  had  been  a 
success  in  business,  having  gained  for  him- 
self a  handsome  competence.    He  was  united 


in  marriage  to  Rebecca  Whitlock,  of  New 
Carlisle,  Indiana,  in  1859.  Two  children 
were  born  to  them,  Homer  and  Grace.  In 
the  fall  of  1866,  on  Thanksgiving  Day, 
they  landed  at  Webster  City,  Iowa,  having 
come  by  rail  to  Iowa  Falls  and  from  there 
by  stage.  He  immediately  opened  a  bank, 
which  was  the  first  in  Hamilton  county,  and 
remained  in  that  business  in  Webster  City 
until  his  death. 

Homer  A.  Miller  was  born  at  La  Porte, 
Indiana,  November  13,  i860,  and  received 
his  education  in  the  public  schools  in  Web- 
ster City.  Immediately  after  his  graduation 
he  began  the  study  of  law,  but  gave  up  that 
profession  to  enter  into  the  banking  bus- 


iness, in  1882,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  in  Eagle  Grove.  For  the  two  years 
following  the  business  was  conducted  as  a 
private  bank,  after  which  it  was  incorpo- 
rated under  the  title  of  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Eagle  Grove,  and  Homer  A.  Miller 
was  made  its  president.  He  had  the  dis- 
tinction of  being  the  youngest  national  bank 
president  in  the  United  States  at  that  time. 
This  bank  was  merged  into  the  Citizens' 
State  Bank,  of  which  Mr.  Miller  wras  pres- 
ident until  his  removal  to  Des  Moines,  in 
January,  1899.  Iowa  has  been  his  home 
since  the  fall  of  1866;  he  never  left  the  state 
after  his  arrival  with  his  parents.  This 
man,  who  holds  so  high  a  position  in  the 
financial  circles  of  the  state,  began  at  the 
bottom  of  the  ladder,  and  in  a  very  humble 
manner,  notwithstanding  his  father  was 
possessed  of  wealth  and  might  easily  have 
removed  therewith  any  obstacles  in  the  path- 
way of  his  advancement.  His  first  dollars 
were  earned  by  running  errands  and  deliver- 
ing goods  for  stores  with  a  wheelbarrow. 
In  this  way  he  learned  the  worth  of  money, 
and  his  small  earnings,  instead  of  being 
spent,  were  placed  carefully  away  in  his 
father's  bank  until  he  had  accumulated  eight 
hundred  dollars.  At  the  proper  time  his 
father  proposed  to  take  his  son  into  business 
with  him,  which  proposition  was  accepted, 
and  the  financial  success  of  the  young  man 
may  be  attributed  to  the  precepts  instilled 
into  him  during  that  partnership. 

Toward  the  close  of  the  year  1898  Mr. 
Miller  decided  to  accept  one  of  the  several 
offers  he  had  received  to  go  into  business  in 
Des  Moines.  He  became  cashier  of  the  Des 
Moines  Savings  Bank,  the  oldest,  and  one  of 
the  strongest  banks  in  Iowa,  January  1, 
1899.  He  brought  to  the  bank  a  large 
amount  of  new  business. 

Mr.  Miller  has  been  a  republican  contin- 
uously since  he  became  of  age.  In  January, 
1893,  he  was  appointed  State  Bank  Exam- 
iner by  C.  G.  McCarthy,  Auditor  of  State. 
He  was  twice  reappointed  and  held  the  posi- 
tion until  January,  1899. 

Early  in  the  year  1898  Mr.  Miller  was  the 
leading  candidate  for  the  republican  nom- 
ination for  auditor  of  state,  and  would  un- 
doubtedly have  received  the  nomination  had 

Digitized  by  LiOOQ IC 


PROGRESSIVE    MEN    OF   IOWA. 


461 


he  remained  in  the  field.  But  he  concluded 
that  he  preferred  to  remain  in  business,  so 
he  withdrew  from  the  contest  at  a  time  when 
the  nomination  was  within  his  grasp.  He 
was  married  on  May  28,  1884,  to  Sarah 
Loella  Brown,  of  Humboldt,  Iowa,  daugh- 
ter of  C.  H.  Brown.  She  Was  born  in  Cam- 
rnillus,  Onondago  county,  New  York,  Jan- 
uary 11,  i860.  They  have  three  children: 
Lucelia,  born  January  6,  1892,  in  Eagle 
Grove;  Walter  Homer,  born  October  21, 
1897,  in  Eagle  GrQve,  and  Evelyn,  born 
June  9,  1899,  in  Des  Moines.  The  family 
removed  to  Des  Moines  in  January,  1899, 
where  Mr.  Miller  was  at  once  recognized  as 
a  strong  factor  in  the  business  life  of  the 
city.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  attend  and  sup- 
port the  Unitarian  church,  and  occupy  a 
prominent  social  position. 


AYRES,  Samuel  Parker,  publisher  of 
the  Henrfd  at  Marshalltown,  is  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Iowa.  His  ancestors  were  of 
the  sturdy  New  England  type,  having  de- 
scended from  the  good  blood  of  Scotland  and 
England.  His  father,  Buenos  Ayres,  who 
was  born  in  18 10,  was  a  carpenter,  mill- 
wright and  farmer,  and  was  well  fixed  finan- 
cially. He  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts, 
while  his  wife,  Sarah  Osborne,  came  from 
Connecticut,  where  she  was  born  in  181 7. 

S.  P.  Ayres  was  born  May  16,  1842,  at 
Hicksville ,  Defiance  county,  Ohio,  and  at 
the  age  of  ten  moved  with  his  parents  to 
Henry  county,  Illinois.  He  lived  on  a  farm 
during  his  early  years,  attending  the  district 
school  in  the  winter.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  he  entered  Lombard  College,  at  Gales- 
burg,  Illinois,  where  he  remained  two  years. 
He  afterwards  attended  Eastman's  Business 
College,  at  Poughkeepsie,  New  York,  grad- 
uating therefrom  in  1865,  having  paid  his 
own  expenses  by  teaching  and  other  work. 
He  began  reading  law  in  1867  in  the  office 
of  Judge  Waite,  at  Geneseo,  Illinois,  and  in 
January,  1868,  came  to  Iowa,  locating  at 
Knoxville,  where  he  completed  his  law  stud- 
ies in  the  office  of  ex-Governor  Stone  and 
Judge  O.  B.  Ayres,  who  were  then  in  part- 
nership. He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
May,  1 868,  and  soon  afterwards  opened  an 


office  and  began  practicing  his  profession  at 
Osceola,  where  he  remained  twelve  years. 
In  1880  he  moved  to  Knoxville  again,  and 
became  a  member  of  the  law  firm  of  Ayres 
Brothers  &  Robinson.  After  practicing 
eight  years,  he  abandoned  the  legal  profes- 
sion and  began  newspaper  work,  buying  the 
Knoxville  Journal  October  1,  1885.  This  he 
managed  successfully  for  nearly  ten  years, 
and  on  January  1,  1895,  sold  out  and  pur- 
chased an  interest  in  "The  Daily  and  Weekly 
Telegraph"  at  Atlantic,  in  company  with 
Mr.  L.  E.  Hollowell.  In  addition  to  pub- 
lishing their  newspaper,  the  company  did 


a  large  amount  of  work  as  printers,  binders 
and  blank  book  makers. 

Mr.  Ayres  served  during  the  war  of  1861 
to  1865  in  the  secret  service,  and  after  the 
war  was  stationed  for  two  years  at  Chicago* 
He  had  several  close  calls  while  engaged 
thus,  and  was  honorably  discharged  in 
March,  1867.  He  was  a  member  of  the  first 
G.  A.  R.  post  organized  in  Chicago.  He  be- 
longs to  the  following  civic  societies :  I.  O. 
O.  F.,  Knights  of  Pythias,  Modern  Wood- 
men and  U.  O.  A.  M.  He  has  taken  all  the 
degrees  in  the  Odd  Fellows  lodge,  including 
those  of  the  Encampment  and  Canton.  He 
is  a  member  of  no  church. 
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Mr.  Ayres  has  always  been  an  active  re- 
publican, and  while  he  has  never  been  an 
office-seeker  himself,  he  has  done  an  im- 
mense amount  of  work  for  others.  He  has 
been  mayor  of  Osceola  and  of  Knoxville, 
and  was  county  attorney  of  Clarke  county 
from  1872  to  1876. 

He  was  married  April  6,  1871,  at  Knox- 
ville, to  Mary  E.  Inglefield.  They  have  had 
eight  children :  Fannie  J.,  now  Mrs.  W.  L. 
Witter,  born  in  1872;  Evadna,  born  in  1874, 
and  died  in  1874 ;  Mabel,  born  in  1875  5  J°hn 
A.,  born  in  1878,  and  died  in  1894;  Charles 
B.,  born  1880;  Herbert  S.,  born  1883;  Wal- 
ter L.,  born  1887,  and  Edith  M.,  born  1889. 


COSGROVE,  Bishop  Henry,  of  Daven- 
port, was  born  in  Williamsport,  Pennsyl- 
vania, December  19,  1834.  His  parents, 
John  and  Bridget  Cosgrove,  were  natives  of 
Ireland,  who  emigrated  to  this  country  in 
1830,  settling  in  the  town  in  which  he  was 
born.  A  few  years  later  they  removed  to 
Hollidaysburg  and  in  1845  emigrated  to 
Dubuque.  In  his  boyhood  Henry  Cosgrove 
was  one  of  the  acoloytes  in  the  old  Dubuque 
cathedral,  Bishop  Loras  being  at  that  time 
head  of  the  diocese.  When  still  very  young 
Henry  was  filled  with  a  desire  to  become  a 
priest.  He  commenced  his  studies,  for  the 
priesthood  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  his  preceptor 
being  Very  Rev.  Joseph  Cretin,  then  Vicar 
General  of  the  Diocese  of  Dubuque  under 
Bishop  Loras,  and  afterwards  the  first 
bishop  of  St.  Paul.  After  a  course  of  study 
with  Father  Cretin  he  went  to  St.  Mary's 
Seminary  in  Perry  county,  Missouri,  where 
he  studied  classics;  after  that,  he  took  a 
philosophical  and  theological  course  at  the 
noted  seminary  at  Carondelet,  Missouri, 
where  Archbishop  Herinessy  of  Dubuque, 
and  Archbishop  .Feehan  of  Chicago  were 
among  the  professors.  Returning  to  Du- 
buque he  was  ordained  priest,  August  2jt 
1&S7>  by  Bishop  Smythe,  coadjutor  to 
Bishop  Loras.  Bishop  Loras  intended  im- 
mediately to  place  him  over  the  congrega- 
tion in  Independence,  but  just  at  this  time 
Very  Rev.  Father  Trevis,  pastor  of  St.  Mar- 
guerite's church  in  Davenport,  was  given 
leave  of  absence  to  go  to  France,  and  so 


Father  Cosgrove  was  sent  at  once  to  fill  his 
place  during  his  absence.  After  the  return 
of  Father  Trevis,  Father  Cosgrove  remained 
as  his  first  assistant  and  for  four  years  as- 
sisted him  in  his  priestly  duties.  After  that 
time,  on  account  of  the  resignation  of  Father 
Trevis,  Father  Cosgrove  succeeded  to  the 
full  pastorate.  At  this  time  the  church 
erected  in  an  early  day  by  Antoine  and  Mar- 
guerite Le  Claire,  was  only  forty  by  eighty 
feet  in  area,  but  the  congregation  continued 
to  grow  so  that  in  eight  years  it  was  neces- 
sary to  more  than  double  its  capacity,  and  in 
1865  it  was  the  largest  church  of  any  de- 
nomination in  the  city.  The  parish  school 
also  flourished  until  the  old  frame  school 
house  could  not  accommodate  more  than 
half  the  children,  and  in  1869  a  large,  and 
for  that  time,  handsome,  brick  school  house 
was  built.  Father  Cosgrove  shrank  from  no 
responsibility,  neglected  no  duty  and  avoided 
no  dangers  when  families  in  his  parish  were 
stricken  with  contagious  disease  or  when 
other  troubles  came  upon  them.  He  was  al- 
ways found  at  his  post  of  duty  in  times  of 
sorrow  and  distress,  as  well  as  in  prosperous 
days.  He  was  a  devoted  father  to  his  people. 
Besides  his  work  in  the  city  he  attended  two 
outside  missions,  Long  Grove  and  Le  Claire, 
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and  brought  them  to  a  flourishing  condition. 
His  work  among  the  young  people  has  been 
very  notable,  and  many  a  young  man  and 
woman  in  the  city  of  Davenport  or  in  some 
far  distant  home  blesses  him  for  his  influ- 
ence which  directed  him  or  her  in  the  right 
path.     He  has  always  taken  an  active  in- 
terest in  the  cause  of  true  temperance,  his 
own  example  being  a  solid  foundation  for  it. 
As  a  speaker,  he  has  few  equals,  and  during 
the  twenty-five  years  of  his  pastorate,  which 
ended  August  27,  1882,  he  had  officiated  at 
2,257  baptisms  and  presented  1,500  persons 
to  his  bishop  for  confirmation.    The  twenty- 
fifth  anniversary  of  his  ordination  to  the 
priesthood  was  celebrated  by  his  parish,  the 
city  of  Davenport  and  his  many  friends  from 
all  over  the  country  with  the  greatest  en- 
thusiasm.    Many  and  costly  were  the  pres- 
ents he  received  on  that  occasion.    When  the 
diocese  of  Dubuque  was  divided  and  the 
Diocese  of  Davenport  was  organized  in  July, 
1881,  Bishop  McMullen  selected  St.  Mar- 
guerite's as  his  cathedral  church    and  ap- 
pointed Father  Cosgrove  Vicar  General  of 
the  Diocese,  a  very  deserved  promotion  and 
one  that  proved  of    inestimable    value    to 
Bishop  McMullen,  who  only  a  few  months 
afterwards  was  taken  sick  and  never  recov- 
ered.    Thus  Father  Cosgrove  was  in  the 
guidance  of  the  affairs    of    the    Diocese, 
Bishop  in  everything  except  name  and  the 
holy  offices  which  are  the  province  of  the 
Bishop  alone. 

When  Bishop  McMullen  became  im- 
pressed with  the  idea  that  his  illness  would 
prove  fatal,  he  wrote  a  letter  in  which  he 
appointed  Father  Cosgrove  Administrator 
of  the  Diocese  in  case  of  his  death.  The 
letter  was  sealed  and  placed  in  safe  hands 
and  was  not  opened  until  after  the  funeral 
of  the  bishop.  A  short  time  before  his  death 
Bishop  McMullen  indited  a  letter  to  the 
Holy  Father,  in  which  he  stated  that  he  had 
been  so  ill  most  of  the  time  since  his  conse- 
cration as  to  be  unable  to  attend  to  the  du- 
ties of  his  office,  but  that  his  work  had  been 
entrusted  to  his  Vicar  General,  Very  Rev. 
Henry  Cosgrove,  who  had  performed  his 
duties  admirably  in  every  respect.  Father 
Cosgrove  was  not,  however,  one  of  the  three 
priests  recommended  for  the  Bishopric  by 
the  Provincial   Bishops.     His  appointment 


is  mostly  due  to  the  priests  of  the  Diocese 
of  Davenport.  As  no  appointment  had  been 
made  and  all  were  anxiously  awaiting  the 
result,  Very  Rev.  Trevis,  at  the  suggestion 
of  Very  Rev.  Niermann,  sent  a  cable  mesr 
sage  to  Rome  asking  that  no  action  be  taken 
in  the  appointment  of  a  Bishop  of  Davenport 
until  after  the  priests  of  the  Diocese  could 
be  heard  from,  and  then  the  petition  for  the 
appointment  of  Father  Cosgrove,  signed  by 
nearly  every  priest  in  the  Diocese,  was  sent 
to  Rome.  When  the  Cabinet  of  Cardinals 
came  together  to  consider  the  selection  of  a 
Bishop  for  the  See  of  Davenport  and  every- 
thing had  been  carefully  considered,  His 
Holiness,  Pope  Leo,  said :  "Father  Cosgrove 
is  the  man."  This  is  said  to  be  the  first  time 
in  the  history  of  the  church  in  the  United 
States  in  which  the  priests  in  a  Diocese  peti- 
tioned for  the  appointment  of  one  of  their 
number  as  their  Bishop  and  were  successful. 
Father  Cosgrove  is  the  first  native  of  this 
country  to  be  called  to  a  Bishopric  in  Iowa. 
The  joy  with  which  his  appointment  was  re- 
ceived by  the  citizens  of  Davenport,  without 
regard  to  nationality  or  religion,  cannot  be 
adequately  expressed.  An  address  of  thanks 
and  deepest  joy  felt  by  the  people  and  signed 
by  the  mayor,  city  council,  members  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  and  the  press  of  Davenport, 
was  sent  to  His  Holiness,  Pope  Leo  XIII, 
as  an  expression  of  their  appreciation  of  the 
appointment  of  Bishop  Cosgrove.  Father 
Cosgrove  was  consecrated  Bishop  of  Daven- 
port with  great  solemnity  on  Sunday,  Sep- 
tember 14,  1884.  Most  Rev.  P.  Feehan, 
Archbishop  of  Chicago,  was  consecrator. 
The  assistant  consecrators  were  Most  Rev, 
John  Hennessy,  Archbishop  of  Dubuque, 
and  Right  Rev.  James  O'Connor,  Bishop  of 
Omaha.  The  sermon  was  delivered  by  Most 
Rev.  John  Ireland,  Archbishop  of  St.  PauL 
As  Bishop,  the  Right  Rev.  Henry  Cosgrove 
has  fully  realized  the  hopes  of  his  priests 
and  laity.  His  appointment  has  been  demo- 
cratic and  the  miter  has  never  turned  his 
head.  He  has  always  been  a  man  of  the  peo- 
ple and  for  the  people. 

As  to  his  success  in  the  administration  of 
the  Diocese  of  Davenport,  a  whole  book 
could  be  written.  In  the  city  of  Davenport 
he  has  erected  a  magnificent  cathedral, 
which  is  practically  free  from  debt.   St.  Am- 
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brose  College  also  owes  its  erection  and  pres- 
ent flourishing  condition  to  his  restless  en- 
erg)'.  Neither  have  the  orphans  been  for- 
gotten by  him,  for  in  1896  he  established  an 
orphanage  at  Davenport,  called  "St.  Vin- 
cent's Home."  The  sick  and  convalescent 
in  Des  Moines  bless  his  memory  because  un- 
der his  administration  a  very  flourishing 
hospital,  known  as  Mercy  Hospital,  has  been 
established  there.  The  Diocese  of  Daven* 
port  is  in  a  prosperous  condition,  and  is  re- 
ported as  financially  the  first  in  the  United 
States.  Under  Bishop  Cosgrove's  adminis- 
tration many  new  congregations  have  been 
formed  and  the  number  of  priests  has  greatly 
increased.  The  Bishop  has  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  condition  of  each  congre- 
gation in  his  Diocese  and  has  visited  every 
parish  in  it  many  times,  having  confirmed 
over  20,000  persons.  Although  vested  with 
high  judicial  powers,  he  has  rarely  made  use 
of  them  except  in  cases  of  extreme  necessity. 
The  priests,  as  well  as  the  laity,  have  found 
in  him  a  conscientious  and  kind  father  who 
would  rather  suffer  himself  than  have  others 
suffer.  His  interest  in  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion is  especially  noteworthy.  Every  year  he 
assists  in  person  in  the  examination  in  the 
higher  institutions  of  learning,  including  St. 
Ambrose  College  and  the  Immaculate  Con- 
ception Academy,  and  assists  also  in  the 
parochial  schools.  Able  examiners  have 
l>een  appointed  by  him  to  report  on  the 
standing  and  progress  of  the  schools  in  the 
Diocese. 

Bishop  Cosgrove  is  an  American  himself 
and  in  regard  to  the  question  of  nationality 
is  most  impartial.  He  deprecates  any  strife 
among  the  different  races,  and  thinks  there 
is  room  enough  in  this  great  country  for  all 
men  of  good  will. 


COXXER,  James  P.,  congressman  from 
the  Tenth  district,  late  judge  of  the  Six- 
teenth judicial  district  of  Iowa,  is  the  lead- 
ing attorney  in  the  city  of  Denison.  His 
father,  William  Conner,  was  born  in  1817 
and  died  in  1854.  He  was  a  native  of  Xorth 
Carolina,  and  was  a  physician  by  profession. 
His  mother  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania 
and  was  l>orn  in  18 1 8.    Judge  Conner  was 


born  January  27,  1851,  in  Delaware  county, 
Indiana.  When  he  was  but  three  years  old 
his  father  died,  and  his  mother  afterwards 
married  again  and  moved  to  Black  Hawk 
County,  Iowa,  where  the  family  settled  on 
a  farm.  Here  young  James  grew  to  man- 
hood, working  in  the  fields  during  summer 
and  attending  district  school  in  the  winter. 
In  18G7,  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  he  entered 
Upper  Iowa  University  at  Fayette,  feeling 
a  desire  for  a  broader  education  than  the 
common  school  afforded  and  inspired  by  the 
fact  that  his  father's  last  request  had  been 
that  his  children  should  be  well  educated. 
He  attended  this  institution  for  four  years, 
earning  his  own  way  by  teaching  and  doing 
whatever  else  he  was  fitted  for  during  vaca- 
tions. In  1872  he  entered  the  law  depart- 
ment of  the  State  University  at  Iowa  City, 
graduating  in  June,  1873,  and  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  same  year  commenced  the  prac- 
tice of  law  at  Denison,  his  present  location, 
and  enjoyed  a  lucrative  patronage  from  the 
start.  In  1880  he  was  elected  district  at- 
torney of  the  Thirteenth  judicial  district  of 
Iowa,  comprising  the  counties  of  Greene, 
Carroll,  Crawford,  Audubon,  Shelby,  C^ssf 
Pottawattamie,  Mills  and  Fremont,  and  as- 
sumed the  duties  of  the  office  January   I, 
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1 88 1.  He  was  a  very  popular  candidate, 
running  over  two  hundred  votes  ahead  of 
bis  party's  ticket.  He  held  this  office  four 
years,  and  on  January  I,  1884,  went  uP°n 
the  bench  of  the  circuit  court  in  the  same 
district,  having  been  elected  the  preceding 
fall  by  a  safe  majority,  though  his  party  in 
the  district  was  beaten  by  more  than  five 
hundred  votes.  He  remained  circuit  judge 
until  1886,  when  the  legislature  abolished 
the  office  and  divided  the  judicial  districts 
again,  so  that  Crawford,  the  county  in  which 
he  resided,  became  a  part  of  the  Sixteenth 
judicial  district  of  Iowa,  embracing  Greene, 
Crawford,  Carroll,  Sac,  Ida  and  Calhoun 
counties.  He  was  elected  judge  of  this  new 
district  in  1886,  receiving  the  vote  of  both 
parties,  as  there  were  no  nominations  made 
against  him.  He  served  the  full  term  of  four 
years,  but  declined  renomination.  In  1891 
he  renewed  his  practice  of  law  at  Denison, 
having  served  in  office  for  ten  years.  He 
enjoys  a  successful  and  lucrative  practice 
and  is  prominent  in  all  the  affairs  of  the 
community — business,  political,  religious 
and  social.  He  is  one  of  the  largest  stock- 
holders and  a  director  in  the  Crawford 
County  State  Bank  of  Denison. 

Judge  Conner  has  always  been  an  un- 
swerving republican,  casting  his  first  presi- 
dential vote  for  General  Grant  in  1872.  In 
even-  campaign  he  has  been  one  of  the  lead- 
ing speakers  to  advocate  the  doctrines  of 
the  party,  and  is  always  an  active  worker 
tor  its  welfare.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the 
national  republican  convention  in  1892,  and 
was  a  firm  supporter  of  Benjamin  Harrison 
for  renomination.  When  Congressman  J. 
P.  Dolliver  was  appointed  United  States 
senator  by  Governor  Shaw  in  September, 
1900.  Judge  Conner  became  a  candidate  for 
the  republican  nomination  to  succeed  Mr. 
Deliver  in  congress,  and  in  the  convention 
held  in  Ft.  Dodge  September  25  and  26,  he 
was  nominated.  It  was  a  long  and  stren- 
uous contest,  in  which  nearly  every  county 
in  the  district  presented  an  able  candidate. 
But  the  friends  of  Judge  Conner  were  found 
in  nearly  every  county,  having  him  as  their 
*ec«»nd  choice,  after  giving  their  local  candi- 
dates every  possible  chance.  Therefore  it 
wa*  impossible  to  unite  "the  field  against 
Conner/'  which  was  attempted  because  he 


was  the  leading  candidate.  He  was  sup- 
ported by  Crawford,  Greene,  Humboldt, 
Kossuth,  Webster,  Calhoun  and  Pocahontas 
counties  on  the  final  ballot.  He  made  a  vig- 
orous canvass  of  the  district  during  the  cam- 
paign and  was  elected  by  a  tremendous  ma- 
jority, receiving  36,584  votes  against  20,648 
for  Robert  F.  Dale,  his  democratic  opponent, 
the  largest  majority  ever  given  by  the  dis- 
trict for  any  candidate  for  the  office.  In  re- 
ligion Judge  Conner  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  church. 

The  judge  was  married  October  12,  1875, 
to  Miss  Allie  M.  Cowdery,  daughter  of 
Henry  E.  Cowdery,  of  Mazomanie,  Wiscon- 
sin. They  have  a  delightful  and  comfort- 
able home,  and  know  well  how  to  get  the 
most  happiness  out  of  life. 


DUDLEY,  Charles  Ashman,  the  well 
known  lawyer  of  Des  Moines,  came  to  that 
city  from  Ohio  in  1867,  and  the  next  year 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  began  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession.  He  was  born  in  Free- 
dom, Portage  county,  Ohio,  November  14, 
1839.  and  is  the  son  of  Charles  an&  Sarah 
Leet  Dudley.  The  family  were  farmers,  in- 
dustrious and  frugal,  and  the  father  at  his 
death  in  1888  owned  a  well  cultivated  farm, 
a  comfortable  home,  and  had  a  surplus  suf- 
ficient for  all  his  needs.  Both  parents  were 
born  in  Berkshire  county,  Massachusetts, 
and  were  of  Puritan  stock.  They  had  the 
love  of  schools  and  church,  which  is  charac- 
teristic of  Massachusetts  people.  Upon  their 
marriage  in  1837  they  moved  to  Ohio  and 
settled  on  a  farm  in  the  Western  Reserve. 
Both  lived  happy  and  prosperous  lives  and 
died  and  were  buried  on  the  farm  where 
they  first  located.    Mrs.  Dudley  died  in  1900. 

After  exhausting  the  resources  of  the  dis- 
trict schools  in  his  neighborhood  young 
Dudley  attended  the  Eclectic  Institute  at 
Hiram,  over  which  the  late  President  Gar- 
field then  presided.  Later  he  entered  the 
University  of  Michigan  and  was  graduated 
from  the  literary  department  in  June,  1865. 
He  then  determined  to  make  the  law  his  pro- 
fession and  after  some  preliminary  reading 
took  a  year's  course  in  the  law  department 
of  the  University  of  Michigan.    He  came  to 
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Iowa  in  April,  1867,  and  in  the  summer  of 
1868  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  He  had  an 
office  with  Mitchell  &  Brown,  and  in  Janu- 
ary, 1869,  when  Mr.  Mitchell  was  elected 
circuit  judge,  he  entered  into  a  partnership 
with  Mr.  Levi  J.  Brown  of  this  firm,  and  the 
firm  of  Dudley  &  Brown  continued  until  it 
was  dissolved  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Brown. 
In  August,  1883,  the  firm  of  Mitchell  & 
Dudley,  consisting  of  John  Mitchell  and  Mr. 
Dudley,  was  organized  and  continued  until 
the  death  of  Judge  Mitchell  in  December, 
1890.  In  February,  1891,  Nathan  E.  Coffin 
was  taken  into  partnership  and  the  firm  of 
Dudley  &  Coffin  is  still  in  existence.  The 
firm  does  a  general  law  business  and  has  a 
very  large  commercial  clientage.  Success 
has  crowned  Mr.  Dudley's  professional 
career  and  he  has  been  rewarded  with  bus- 
iness prosperity.  He  was  one  of  the  incor- 
porators of  the  Iowa  Loan  &  Trust  Com- 
pany and  is  still  connected  with  that  solid 
institution  as  a  director,  trustee  and  at- 
torney. 

Mr.  Dudley  has  always  been  a  republican, 
one  who  has  labored  for  the  party  year  in 
and  year  out  without  seeking  office  for  him- 
self. He  belongs  to  the  Grant  club  and  the 
Prairie  Club,  the  well  known  men's  literary 
club  of  Des  Moines.     For  many  years  Mr. 


Dudley  was  a  trustee  of  the  free  public  li- 
brary in  Des  Moines  and  was  prominently 
identified  in  the  building  up  of  that  institu- 
tion. He  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church.  In  April,  1871,  Mr.  Dudley  was 
married  to  Miss  Sarah  E.  Washburn  of  Du- 
buque. Six  children  have  been  born  to  them, 
of  whom  three  are  now  living:  Cora  May, 
born  February  10,  1873,  w^e  oi  Arthur  E. 
Kenyon,  of  Des  Moines;  Frank  Leet,  born 
July  2,  1878,  resident  of  Boring,  Washing- 
ton, and  Pluniman  Henry,  born  February 
13,  1890,  resident  of  Des  Moines. 


DOWS,  Stephen  Leland,  capitalist,  of 
Cedar  Rapids,  has  for  many  years  been 
prominently  identified  with  the  most  import- 
ant business  interests  of  the  city  and  state. 
He  has  built  many  miles  of  railroad  in  Iowa 
and  the  northwest  and  developed  many  pros- 
perous towns.  The  town  of  Dows  in  Wright 
county  was  named  for  him.  He  descended 
from  Laurance  Dows,  who  was  born  in  161 3 
in  Boughton,  County  Hants,  England,  and 
emigrated  previous  to  the  year  1642  to  Bos- 
ton, Massachusetts,  and  settled  about  the 
year  1649  *n  Charlestown,  Massachusetts, 

Jonathan  Dows,  son  of  Laurance,  was 
where  he  died  March  14,  1692. 
born  in  1661  in  Charlestown,  Massachusetts, 
He  is  said  to  have  been  a  man  of  high  re- 
pute and  one  of  his  Majesty's  counsel,  en- 
joying the  title  of  Hon.  Jonathan  Dows, 
Esq.  He  was  appointed  Justice  of  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  June  27,  1718,  and  ap- 
pointed Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  in  December,  1718.  He  served  in 
these  capacities  until  1741.  Eleazer  Dows, 
great-grandfather  of  Stephen  L.,  was  a  son 
of  Jonathan.  He  was  born  March  2,  1728, 
in  Charlestown,  Massachusetts.  He  was  one 
of  those  who  signed  the  petition  November 
24,  1773,  against  the  importation  of  tea  by 
the  East  India  Company.  In  1775,  at  the 
burning  of  Charlestown  during  the  battle  of 
Bunker  Hill,  his  property  was  entirely  de- 
stroyed and  his  family  fled  to  Sherborn, 
Massachusetts.  In  the  list  of  losses,  June 
!7»  I775»  Eleazer  Dows  makes  claim  for 
various  amounts,  which  were  afterward  paid 
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by  the  government  to  cover  the  loss  of  his 
property. 

James  Dows,  son  of  Eleazer,  was  grand- 
father of  Stephen  L.  He  was  born  April 
28,  1769,  in  Charlestown,  Massachusetts. 
He  enlisted  January,  181 3,  for  eighteen 
months  under  Captain  Crooker  in  the  Ninth 
United  States  Infantry,  commanded  by  Col- 
onel Learned.  On  April  14,  1814,  he  re- 
enlisted  for  and  during  the  war.  In  the  bat- 
tle of  Chippawa,  Canada,  July  5,  1814,  he 
was  wounded  and  carried  to  the  military 
hospital,  where  he  died  August  10,  1814. 
The  statement  of  the  widow  shows  that  he 
enlisted  in  181 2,  which  is  supposed  to  have 
been  in  the  state  militia. 

Thomas  Dowse,  the  literary  leather  dresser 
of  Cambridge,  was  a  son  of  Jonathan,  broth- 
er of  James  and  great  uncle  of  Stephen  L. 
He  was  a  most  remarkable  man  in  his  way. 
He  was  born  in  Charlestown,  Massachu- 
setts, when  the  people  were  in  the  midst  of 
Revolutionary  excitement.  The  family  fled 
for  their  lives  at  the  burning  of  the  town 
on  the  17th  of  June,  1775,  first  to  Holliston 
and  then  to  Sherborn,  where  the  father  was 
obliged  to  start  anew  at  his  trade  as  a  leather 
dresser.  A  better  extract  of  his  life  cannot 
here  be  given  than  that  expressed  by  ex- 
tracts from  the  lectures  and  eulogy  by  Ed- 
.ward  Everett,  who  says:  "I  have  the  pleas- 
ure to  be  acquainted,  in  one  of  the  neigh- 
boring towns,  with  a  person  who  was  taught 
the  trade  of  a  leather  dresser  by  his  father 
and  has  all  his  life  worked  and  still  works 
at  his  business.  He  has  devoted  his  leisure 
hours  and  a  portion  of  his  honorable  earn- 
ings to  the  cultivation  of  useful  and  elegant 
learning.  Under  the  same  roof  that  covers 
his  workshop  he  has  the  most  excellent  li- 
brary of  English  books,  for  its  size,  with 
which  I  am  acquainted.  The  books  have 
been  selected  with  good  judgment,  many  of 
which  were  imported  from  England  by  him- 
self. What  is  more  important  than  having 
the  books,  the  proprietor  is  well  acquainted 
with  their  contents.  He  was  the  first  in 
America  to  raise  a  monument  to  the  im- 
mortal printer,  Franklin,  which  he  did  in  a 
way  quite  characteristic  of  the  man.  He  did 
not  attempt  to  raise  money  by  subscription, 
but  put  his  hand  in  his  pocket  and,  in  a  quiet 


way,  made  his  plans  which  resulted  in  the 
erection  of  the  monument  at  Mt.  Auburn." 

He  also  erected  a  smaller  stone  near  by  to 
mark  his  own  resting  place.  Toward  the 
close  of  his  life  he  wisely  provided  for  keep- 
ing together  his  valuable  library  by  donating 
it  on  the  30th  day  of  July,  1856,  to  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Historical  Society  to  be  forever 
kept  by  them  in  one  room  of  a  fireproof 
building;  to  be  used  there,  but  never  to  be 
removed.  The  asylum  for  aged,  indigent  fe- 
males and  the  Massachusetts  general  hos- 
pital received  additions  to  their  funds  from 
the  same  source  as  well  as  a  large  amount 
left  to  his  executors  to  be  distributed  for 
charitable,  literary  and  scientific  purposes. 
The  Dowse  High  School  and  City  Hall  at 
Sherborn  stands  as  a  monument  to  his  mem- 
ory. The  Dowse  Institute  at  Cambridge  is 
the  result  of  a  fund  the  income  of  which  is 
spent  for  charitable  purposes.  At  present 
the  income  is  spent  for  a  course  of  lectures, 
concerts  and  readings  held  in  Union  Hall 
each  year.  On  the  largest  of  a  chime  of 
bells  in  the  tower  of  Grace  Church  of  Cam- 
bridge, Massachusetts,  is  inscribed :  "Let  the 
name  of  Thomas  Dowse  of  Cambridge  be 
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remembered ;  the  liberal  man  deviseth  liberal 
things." 

Adam  Dows,  son  of  James,  was  the  father 
of  Stephen  L.  He  was  born  November  9, 
1792,  in  Sherborn,  Massachusetts.  In  early 
manhood  he  went  to  New  York  City  and 
embarked  in  business  and  married  Miss 
Maria  Lundy,  daughter  of  Captain  Lundy 
of  New  York  City,  who  died  in  China,  be- 
ing detained  there  by  the  Wdr  of  181 2.  In 
1836  Adam  Dows  moved  to  Troy,  New 
York,  where  he  died  December  10,  1868. 

The  parental  grandmother  of  Stephen  L. 
was  a  Lei  and,  a  family  as  distinguished  as 
the  Dows  family.  The  genealogy  of  the 
family  is  traced  back  distinctly  to  John  Le- 
land,  who  was  born  in  London,  England,  in 
15 12,  an  accomplished  scholar,  flourishing 
during  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  Among 
his  descendants  in  the  old  world  were  Rev. 
Drs.  John  and  Thomas  Leland,  eminent  au- 
thors of  the  eighteenth  century.  Henry  Le- 
land, the  progenitor  of  all  who  bear  the 
name  in  this  country,  except  by  adoption,  is 
supposed  to  have  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  about  1652,  and  settled  in  what  after- 
wards became  the  town  of  Sherborn,  Massa- 
chusetts. His  children  who  lived  to  grow 
up  were  Experience,  Hope  Still,  Ebenezer 
and  Eleazer,  from  whom  has  sprung  a  num- 
erous family,  many  members  of  which  are 
quite  distinguished,  as  American  biograph- 
ical history  shows.  All  left  issue  but 
Eleazer.  Among  the  prominent  men  in  this 
family  was  "Elder"  John  Leland,  many 
years  a  resident  of  Cheshire.  Massachusetts. 
He  lived  a  short  time  in  Virginia,  and  in 
1789,  in  a  Baptist  general  conference,  he 
boldly  denounced  slavery  as  a  "violent 
deprivation  of  the  rights  of  nature."  The 
prominent  orofessional  men  and  eminent 
scholars  of  this  name  are  numbered  by  the 
hundreds.  There  are  eleven  generations  of 
the  Leland  family  in  this  country. 

To  Adam  and  Maria  Lundy  Dows  was 
born  in  New  York  City,  October  9,  1832, 
Stephen  Leland  Dows.  The  only  schooling 
the  boy  received  was  at  the  public  schools 
of  Troy,  New  York,  before  the  age  of  nine 
years.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  Stephen  en- 
tered a  machine  shop  in  Troy,  New  York, 
to  learn  a  trade.  He  was  an  energetic  and 
diligent  youth,  mastered  his  trade,  and  then 


aspiring  to  a  larger  field,  resolved  to  go 
West.  He  reached  the  city  of  Milwaukee 
in  1848  with  seventy  cents  in  his  pocket, 
somewhat  uncertain  of  his  future,  but  full 
of  courage  and  willing  to  accept  any  honest 
employment.  For  many  years  hi9  life  was 
full  of  hardships.  His  first  occupation  was 
found  in  Badenoquett,  Michigan,  where  he 
spent  a  year  in  a  lumber  camp  working  for 
twelve  dollars  per  month.  He  then  crossed 
the  peninsula  from  Badenoquett  to  Lake 
Superior,  going  through  a  dense  forest  and 
wilderness  and  arrived  at  Marquette  early 
in  November,  1849,  the  first  tree  having 
been  cut  in  the  clearing  where  that  beautiful 
city  now  stands  on  July  io,  1849.  He  was 
one  of  the  first  white  men  to  winter  there. 
He  worked  in  the  first  machine  shops,  ran 
the  first  engine  and  assisted  in  erecting  and 
running  the  first  steam  hammer  erected  on 
Lake  Superior.  Two  years  later  he  returned 
to  Badenoquett,  where  he  again  engaged  in 
lumbering,  remaining  there  until  the  spring 
of  1853.  He  then  removed  to  Muskegon, 
Michigan,  to  become  the  superintendent  of 
a  lumbering  establishment. 

Mr.  Dows  came  to  Cedar  Rapids,  April 
12,  1855,  to  locate  permanently.  He  be- 
came engaged  in  the  saw  mill  and  lumber 
business  in  Linn  and  Jones  counties,  and  for 
a  time  was  superintendent  of  the  Variety 
Manufacturing  Works  at  Cedar  Rapids.  So 
far  his  career  had  been  one  of  untiring  labor, 
with  little  financial  profit.  He  had  gained 
largely  in  experience,  however,  and  became 
a  capable  and  energetic  man. 

In  i860  he  was  drawn  to  the  Rocky 
Mountains  by  the  discovery  of  gold  at  Pike's 
Peak,  but  after  a  year  of  rough  prospecting 
and  quartz  mining,  returned  to  Cedar  Rap- 
ids. In  August,  1862,  his  patriotic  ardor 
for  the  Union  led  him  to  enlist  in  Company 
I,  Twentieth  Iowa  Infantry,  and  he  bore 
a  man's  part  in  the  Civil  War.  Going  to 
the  front  as  First  Lieutenant,  he  was  ap- 
pointed Acting  Brigade  Quartermaster  of 
the  First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Army 
of  the  Frontier.  From  exposure  and  over- 
work he  became  disabled  and  was  obliged  to 
leave  the  service  the  first  year. 

After  the  war  Mr.  Dows  engaged  in  rail- 
road building  under  contract,  and  was  now 
rewarded  for  his  long  career  of  honest  en- 
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tcrprise  and  patient  efforts  by  abundant  suc- 
cess. The  original  seventy  cents  with  which 
he  began  life  in  the  West  was  soon  suc- 
ceeded by  a  fortune.  Mr.  Dows  rose  to  the 
position  of  one  of  the  most  extensive  and 
prosperous  contractors  in  the  West.  His 
earnings  in  railroad  building  were  largely 
increased  by  ventures  in  land.  He  bought 
large  tracts  of  land  situated  in  eligible  loca- 
tions, at  low  prices,  and  has  gained  a  large 
amount  of  capital  by  developing  towns  in 
Iowa,  Minnesota  and  Dakota.  Able  in  finan- 
cial management,  sagacious  in  judgment,  a 
man  of  the  strictest  probity  of  character,  he 
has  always  commanded  the  implicit  confi- 
dence of  those  with  whom  he  has  dealt,  and 
success  has  rewarded  all  his  ventures.  He 
has  invested  largely  in.  real  estate  in  Cedar 
Rapids  and  the  three  Dows  blocks  are  monu- 
ments of  his  public  spirit  and  enterprise. 
He  has  also  been  interested  in  banking,  man- 
ufacturing, etc. 

Always  a  republican,  Mr.  Dows  was 
elected  from  his  district  to  the  state  senate 
in  1875,  serving  in  the  Sixteenth  and  Seven- 
teenth General  Assemblies.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Second  Presbyterian  church  of 
Cedar  Rapids  and  an  elder  of  the  same.  He 
is  a  man  of  benevolent  disposition,  very  gen- 
erous to  the  poor,  dispensing  his  charities  in 
the  most  secret  manner. 

On  the  31st  of  October,  1855,  Stephen  L. 
Dows  was  married  to  Miss  Henrietta  W. 
Safley  at  Sugar  Grove,  Linn  county,  Iowa. 
She  was  of  Scotch  parentage,  born  at  Tweed 
Mouth,  England,  and  came  to  America  with 
her  parents  at  the  age  of  eighteen  months. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  Thomas  Safley,  of 
Linn  County,  Iowa.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dows 
have  had  six  children,  all  yet  iving  but  the 
first  born,  Minnie  Maria,  wlc  die  J  in  bud- 
ding womanhood  in  her  fifteenth  year,  on 
the  14th  of  July,  1871,  and  Stephen  Leland 
Jr.,  who  was  born  Februar}  i,  J 867,  and 
died  July  5,  1899.  The  livir.g  children  are: 
Elizabeth  Holroyd,  born  November  17, 
1858;  Elma  Ellsworth,  Ivjrn  October  13, 
1 86 1 ;  William  Greene,  tx>rn  August  12, 
1864,  a  sketch  of  whose  life  is  given  in  this 
volume,  and  Susan  Henrietta,  born  July  28, 
1 87 1.  Mrs.  Dows  was  a  noble  Christian 
woman,  and  was  thoroughly  devoted  to  the 
interests  of  her  family.     Like  her  husband, 


she  was  very  sociable,  abounding  in  hos- 
pitality, and  was  a  rich  entertainer.  She  de- 
parted this  life  August  7,  1893. 

Mr.  Dows  is  purely  a  self-made  man.  Cast 
upon  his  own  resources  at  an  early  age,  he 
educated  himself  and  developed  into  a  skill- 
ful mechanic,  and  later  in  life,  into  an  emi- 
nent business  man  and  a  legislator  with  but 
few  peers  in  the  commonwealth.  With  rare 
exception,  whatever  he  has  touched  has  been 
prosperous. 


DOWS,  Colonel  William  Greene,  of 
Cedar  Rapids,  is  a  native  of  Iowa,  born  in 
Clayton  county,  August  12,  1864.  Few 
young  men  in  the  state  are  as  well  known 
as  Colonel  Dows,  because  of  his  prominence 
in  military  affairs  and  as  a  member  of  the 
legislature.  He  is  the  son  of  Stephen  L. 
and  Henrietta  Safley  Dows,  who  were  early 
settlers  in  Iowa,  settling  on  a  farm  in  Linn 
county.  The  sketch  of  their  lives  is  given 
elsewhere  in  this  work.  William  G.  Dows 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Cedar 
Rapids  and  in  Shattuck  Military  School  in 
Faribault,  Minnesota.  He  graduated  from 
this  school  in  June,  1883,  and  in  the  same 
year  went  into  business  with  his  father  and 
began  his  military  career.  He  began  as  a 
private,  assisting  in  the  organization  of 
Company  C,  First  Regiment,  Iowa  National 
Guard,  at  Cedar  Rapids,  and  has  since  filled 
every  position  in  the  regiment  up  to  and 
including  the  colonelcy.  When  the  Spanish 
war  began  he  went  with  his  regiment  to 
Camp  McKinley  at  Des  Moines  and  on  the 
26th  of  April,  1898,  the  regiment  was  mus- 
tered into  the  United  States  service  with 
Colonel  Dows  at  its  head.  The  regiment 
then  became  known  as  the  Forty-ninth  Iowa 
United  States  Volunteers.  Its  first  camp 
was  at  Jacksonville,  Florida,  then  at  Savan- 
nah, Georgia,  whence  it  was  sent  to  the  Is- 
land of  Cuba  and  saw  a  year's  service  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  island.  The  regiment 
was  not  mustered  out  until  after  peace  had 
been  declared  and  the  treaty  signed.  The 
records  of  the  War  Department  at  Washing- 
ton show  that  no  regiment  in  the  volunteer 
service  made  a  better  record  than  the  Forty- 
ninth,  and  very  few  as  good.    Colonel  Dows 
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had  studied  military  science  to  good  purpose 
and  he  understood  how  to  take  care  of  his 
regiment.  Upon  the  reorganization  of  the 
National  Guard  after  the  Spanish-American 
war,  Colonel  Dows  was  unanimously  elected 
colonel  of  the  Forty-ninth  Regiment  Iowa 
National  Guard.  In  1897  Colonel  Dows 
was  elected  by  the  republicans  of  Linn 
county  to  represent  them  in  the  legislature 
as  a  member  of  the  house,  and  in  1899  he 
was  re-elected.  During  both  sessions  he 
served  on  important  committees  and  during 
the  second  session  he  was  chairman  of  the 
appropriations  committee.  In  this  respon- 
sible position  his  excellent  business  training 
became  of  great  value  to  the  state,  and  the 
appropriations  work  of  that  session  was 
highly  creditable  to  those  having  it  in  charge. 
Colonel  Dows  has  always  been  an  active  re- 
publican and  has  taken  a  prominent  part  in 
party  conventions  and  is  well  known  as  an 
influential  factor  in  Iowa  politics.  He  has 
been  a  member  of  the  city  council  of  Cedar 
Rapids. 

Masonry  had  strong  attractions  for  Col. 
Dows  and  he  has  risen  to  the  thirty-second 
degree,  is  a  Knight  Templar  and  Past  Mas- 
ter of  Mount  Hermon  Lodge  No.  263  of 
Cedar  Rapids.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Odd  Fellows  and  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 


He  was  married  in  Cedar  Rapids,  October 
9,  1890,  to  Margaret  B.  Cook,  daughter  of 
J.  S.  Cook  and  Vallissa  L.  Cook.  Mrs.  Dows 
was  born  in  Jamestown,  New  York.  Her 
father,  J.  S.  Cook,  was  one  of  the  prominent 
wholesale  grocers  and  wholesale  dry  goods 
merchants  in  Iowa.  Colonel  and  Mrs.  Dows 
have  two  children:  Sutherland  Cook,  born 
July  3,  1891,  and  Margaret  Henrietta,  bora 
July  6,  1895. 


DRAKE,  Dr.  Joseph  H.,  president  and 
manager  of  the  Drake  Sanitarium,  although 
he  has  been  in  Des  Moines  but  a  few  years, 
has,  through  the  evidence  of  his  thorough 
training  and  long  experience,  succeeded  in 
gaining  a  wide  patronage,  and  is  recognized 
as  one  of  the  most  successful  surgeons  and 
physicians  of  the  capital  city.  He  deserves 
much  credit  for  his  attainments,  having 
worked  his  own  way  up  and  being  essentially 
a  self-made  man.  His  ancestors  were  of  the 
best  blood  of  Europe,  for  he  is  a  descendant 
of  Prince  William  of  Orange,  who  after- 
wards became  king  of  Holland ;  also  of  Wal- 
pert  Weber,  who  succeeded  William  on  the 
throne.  The  doctor's  ancestors  came  to 
America  prior  to  the  Revolution,  settling  in 
Vermont,  where  his  grandfather  Drake  took 
part  in  the  Revolution  as  a  member  of  the 
British  army.  At  the  close  of  the  struggle 
he  removed  to  Canada.  William  Drake,  the 
doctor's  father,  was  a  builder  and  contractor, 
but  later  in  life  became  a  farmer,  owning  a 
tract  of  land  in  Essex  county,  Ontario.  He 
was  prominent  in  local  politics  and  in  all 
public  enterprises,  and  was  noted  for  his  in- 
tegrity. He  was  a  faithful  member  of  the 
Episcopal  church,  and  an  ardent  and  con- 
sistent worker  in  the  cause  of  temperance. 
He  died  February  4,  1882,  aged  seventy-six 
years.  His  wife,  Eliza  Malatt  Drake,  was 
also  an  earnest  worker  in  the  Episcopal 
church      She  died  in  1862,  aged  forty-five. 

J.  H.  Drake  was  born  in  Canada,  at  St 
Thomas,  Ontario,  December  28,  1845,  ***& 
was  one  of  ten  children,  six  of  whom  are 
now  living.  Soon  after  his  mother's  death 
in  1862,  when  he  was  but  seventeen  years 
old,  he  left  home  and  came  by  vessel  to 
Sandusky,   Ohio,   where  he    spent    several 
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years  working  in  the  summer  and  attending 
school  in  winter.  He  had  always  felt  a  great 
desire  to  become  a  physician,  and  he  im- 
proved every  opportunity  offered  him  to  as- 
sist local  physicians,  in  this  way  gaining 
considerable  practical  knowledge  of  the  art. 
Working  his  own  way  through  college  he 
graduated  with  honors  in  1874  from  the 
Hahnemann  Medical  College,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
During  the  same  year  he  came  to  Iowa  and 
began  practicing  at  Mt.  Vernon,  and  soon 
succeeded  in  building  up  a  large  and  paying 
practice.  In  the  winter  of  1879-80  he  at- 
tended Hahnemann  Medical  College  in  Chi- 
cago, where  he  gave  special  attention  to 
chronic,  nervous  and  surgical  diseases.  In 
the  summer  of  1880  his  health  failing  him 
through  overwork  and  study,  he  was  obliged 
to  abandon  active  practice.  Removing  to 
Mt.  Pleasant,  he  took  nearly  a  year's  rest 
and  then  resumed  work,  and  again  enjoyed 
a  very  liberal  patronage.  After  eleven  years 
at  Mt.  Pleasant,  marked  with  unusual  suc- 
cess, he  removed  to  Sioux  City  and  estab- 
lished a  sanitarium,  thus  affording  himself 
better  opportunities  for  work  in  specialties. 
He  did  very  well  here,  but  after  two  years, 
in  1893,  came  to  Des  Moines,  feeling  that 
business  prospects  were  better  at  the  capital 
than  in  Sioux  City,  which  at  that  time  was 
just  beginning  to  feel  the  effects  of  a  col- 
lapsed boom.  The  sanitarium  which  Dr. 
Drake  opened  in  Des  Moines  has  met  with 
gratifying  success.  It  is  well  equipped  and 
well  patronized,  patients  coming  from  many 
parts  of  the  states  and  Canada.  Neither 
pains  nor  money  has  been  spared  to  secure 
the  best  surgical  appliances,  one  of  the  re- 
cent acquisitions  being  the  X-Ray  ozone  and 
static  machine. 

Politically,  Dr.  Drake  has  always  been  a 
republican.  In  religion  he  is  a  Methodist. 
He  is  a  Mason,  belonging  to  the  A.  F.  and 
A.  M.  and  to  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  also 
holds  membership  in  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  at  Mt. 
Pleasant,  Iowa.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Hahnemann  Medical  Association  of  Iowa, 
and  held  the  office  of  treasurer  in  1885  and 
1886.  He  also  belongs  to  the  American  In- 
stitute of  Homeopathy,  the  American  Asso- 
ciation of  Orificial  Surgeons,  the  Cedar  Val- 
ley Medical  Association,  of  which  he  was 


secretary  three  years,  and  the  Polk  County 
Medical  Association. 

The  doctor  was  married  in  December, 
1867,  to  Miss  Sadie  Hayes,  of  Kingsville, 
Ont,  who  died  a  year  later,  leaving  an  in- 
fant son,  Franklin  J.,  who  is  a  graduate  of 
the  Chicago  Homeopathic  Medical  College 
and  is  practicing  at  Webster  City.  Dr. 
Drake  married  a  second  time  October  26, 
1 87 1,  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Boynton,  of  Hart- 
ford, Michigan,  a  native  of  Saratoga  coun- 
ty, New  York,  who  was  born  September  9, 
1853.  By  this  marriage  they  have  three 
children:  Leon  D.,  born  in  1874,  now  a  stu- 
dent of  osteopathy;  Carrie  G.,  born  in  1881, 
and  William  B.,  born  in  1884. 


DEEMER,  Horace  E.,  of  Red  Oak, 
judge  of  the  supreme  court  of  Iowa,  was 
born  in  Bourbon,  Marshall  County,  Indiana, 
September  24,  1858.  He  is  of  Holland  de- 
scent. His  great-grandfather  at  the  end  of 
the  Thirty  Years*  War  in  Germany  removed 
with  many  of  his  people  to  Western  Penn- 
sylvania and  there  identified  himself  with 
the  "Pennsylvania  Dutch. "    He  had  an  ac- 
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tive  part  in  the  stirring  times  incident  to 
the  Revolution  and  was  with  all  the  Dutch 
in  favor  of  freedom  and  independence.  He 
belonged  to  the  original  anti-slavery  party, 
known  by  the  name  of  "liberty,"  and  voted 
lor  James  G.  Birney  for  president.  After 
that  he  identified  himself  with  the  free  soil 
party  and  remained  a  member  of  that  or- 
ganization until  the  republican  party  came 
into  existence.  After  that  he  was  a  con- 
sistent republican  until  his  death.  With 
other  pioneers  he  removed  to  Fort  Findley, 
in  Ohio,  in  1832.  His  grandson,  Judge 
Deemer's  father,  was  John  A.  Deemer,  a 
lumber  dealer.  The  latter  was  married  to 
Elizabeth  Erwin,  a  daughter  of  Elisha  Er- 
win,  of  Columbiana  county,  Ohio.  He  be- 
came famous  in  slavery  days  as  an  agent  of 
the  underground  railway.  The  Erwins  were 
of  the  sturdy  Scotch-Irish  stock  which  has 
played  such  an  important  part  in  our  na- 
tional development.  Neither  side  of  the 
family  has  been  given  to  office-seeking  or 
office-holding.  They  have  been  content  to  be 
reasonably  successful  farmers  and  merch- 
ants, but  have  always  insisted  upon  the  per- 
fect freedom  of  state  and  individual. 

The    family   removed   to   Cedar  county, 
Iowa,  in   1866,  and  engaged  in     farming. 


Young  Horace  attended  the  public  schools 
in  West  Liberty  and  the  collegiate  depart- 
ment of  the  State  University  of  Iowa  and 
matriculated  in  the  law  department  in    the 
year  1878.     In  June,  1879,  he  received  the 
degree  of  L.  L.  B.  from  the  University.  Like 
many  other  young  men,  he  earned  his  own 
way  through  college,  selling  fruit  brought 
from  Southern  Illinois  along  the  lines  of  the 
B.,  C.  R.  &  N.,  and  the  C,  R.  I.  &  P.  rail- 
ways.   For  a  time  he  worked  with  his  father 
in  the  lumber  business  in  West  Liberty,  and 
was  for  a  short  time  engaged  in  the  furni- 
ture and  undertaking  business  before  enter- 
ing college.    After  his  admission  to  the  bar 
he  entered  the  law  office  of  Lamb,  Billings- 
ley  &  Lambertson  in  Lincoln,  Neb.,  and  re- 
mained there  for  a  few  months,  getting  a 
knowledge  of  practical  affairs.     He  formed 
a  partnership  with  Joseph  M.  Junkin.  now 
state  senator,  who  was  an  old  classmate  at 
Iowa  City,  and  they  entered  upon  the  prac- 
tice of  law  in  Red  Oak  in  the  fall  of  1879. 
From  the  day  they  opened  their  office  they 
made  money  and  the  partnership  continued 
until  Mr.  Deemer  was  elected  district  judge 
in  the  year  1886.    At  that  time  the  firm  had 
a  large  and  profitable  business.    Mr.  Deemer 
had  been  secretary  of  the  county  fair  for  six 
years  and  chairman  of  the  republican  county 
committee  during  one  campaign.    The  nom- 
ination for  district  judge  came  without  ef* 
fort  and  renomination  and  re-election  by  an 
increased  majority  followed  in  1890.  While 
on  the  district  bench  some  very  important 
cases  were  tried  before  Judge  Deemer.  not- 
ably the  Cross  and  Clauser  murder  cases, 
the  joint  rate  case,  and  others  of  equal  mo- 
ment. 

In  1894,  at  the  age  of  thirty-five  years, 
Judge  Deemer  was  appointed  by  Governor 
Frank  D.  Jackson  as  the  sixth  judge  of  the 
supreme  court,  the  legislature  having  at  that 
time  increased  the  number  from  five  to  six. 
This  appointment  was  made  by  Governor 
Jackson  upon  the  urgent  representations  of 
those  who  knew  Judge  Deemer  best  and 
who  said  that  he  would  make  one  of  the 
greatest  jurists  the  state  has  ever  produced. 
His  work  on  the  bench  during  the  past  six 
years  has  justified  their  expectations.  Judge 
Deemer  has  written  many  important  opin- 
ions, among  which  may  be  mentioned  one 
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on  the  constitutionality  of  the  mulct  law; 
one  involving  the  constitutionality  of  the 
party- wall  statute;  one  involving  the  meas- 
ure of  damage  in  case  of  delay  of  death 
messages ;  one  involving  the  negotiability  of 
a  note  payable  with  exchange;  one  on  the 
constitutionality  of  the  anti-cigarette  law 
and  others  of  more  or  less  importance.  The 
governor's  appointment  was  promptly  ap- 
proved by  the  republican  party  and  by  the 
voters  at  the  polls.  Under  the  new  arrange- 
ment Judge  Deemer  was  elected  the  first 
time  for  four  years.  In  1898  he  was  unan- 
imously re-elected  for  six  years,  his  term  ex- 
piring December  31,  1904.  In  1898  he 
served  as  chief  justice. 

Since  his  election  to  the  supreme  bench 
Judge  Deemer  as  a  member  of  the  state  li- 
brary board  has  taken  a  lively  interest  in  its 
management,  serving  on  important  commit- 
tees. He  has  had  much  to  do  with  the  se- 
lection and  purchase  of  books  for  the  library, 
and  together  with  Judge  Kinne,  made  out 
the  first  list  of  2,000  volumes  for  the  trav- 
eling library  and  the  rules  for  its  govern- 
ment. He  has  often  been  called  upon  for 
lectures  and  advice  on  library  matters.  For 
several  years  he  has  been  one  of  the  lec- 
turers to  the  law  class  at  the  State  Univer- 
sity and  is  frequently  invited  to  deliver  lec- 
tures and  addresses  before  literary  and  scien- 
tific associations.  He  belongs  to  the  Prairie 
Club  at  Des  Moines,  to  the  State  and  Amer- 
ican Bar  Associations  to  the  American  Acad- 
emy of  Political  and  Social  Science  and 
other  literary  and  scientific  associations. 

In  December,  1900,  Judge  Deemer  was 
urged  to  accept  the  chancellorship  of  the 
Law  Department  of  the  State  University,  at 
an  advanced  salary,  but  decided  to  remain 
on  the  bench.  Before  his  election  to  the  dis- 
trict bench  he  was  assistant  inspector  general 
of  the  First  Brigade  of  the  Iowa  National 
Guard  with  the  rank  of  major.  He  had  been 
a  member  of  the  guard  since  1877,  rising 
from  a  private  through  various  grades  to 
the  rank  of  major.  The  Judge  is  a  Knight 
Templar  and  a  Knight  of  Pythias  and  has 
held  honorary  positions  in  both  orders.  He 
was  a  commander  in  the  uniform  rank 
Knights  of  Pythias,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
McClain  Chapter  Phi-Delta-Phi  college 
fraternity.     Though  not  a  member  of  any 
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church,  Judge  Deemer  usually  attends  the 
Baptist  and  holds  a  semi-birthright  in  the 
Friends  church.  Judge  Deemer  was  mar- 
ried in  1882  to  Miss  Jeannette  Gibson,  of 
Red  Oak.  Two  children  have  been  born  to 
them,  Dorothy,  born  March  11,  1890,  and 
Jeannette,  born  February  20, 1895.  The  lat- 
ter died  in  1895  of  scarlet  fever.  In  1896 
Judge  Deemer  built  a  beautiful  colonial 
house  on  a  hill  in  the  northeastern  part  of 
Red  Oak,  which  commands  a  fine  view  of 
the  Nishnabotna  valley.  As  a  matter  of 
recreation  he  attends  to  a  small  fruit  farm 
lying  back  from  his  residence. 


FOSTER,  Sidney  A.,  of  Des  Moines,  is 
unique  in  many  particulars.  He  is,  in  the 
truest  sense,  a  self-made  man,  especially  in 
that  best  sense,  in  which  a  man  is  supposed 
not  only  to  bend  circumstances  to  serve  his 
purposes  and  ends,  but  to  create  circum- 
stances to  his  liking.  His  early  life  was  one 
of  toil,  privation  and  hardship;  in  fact,  his 
early  manhood  was  largely  subject  to  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  same  hard  conditions  with 
which  his  boyhood  days  were  surrounded. 
He  lost  his  mother  when  nine  years  of  age 
and  from  that  time  forward  he  was  fighting 
the  battle  of  life  almost  single-handed.  This 
very  naturally  developed  a  spirit  of  selfre- 
liance,  which  has  characterized  all  of  his 
after  life  work.  It  cannot  be  said  that  hard- 
ships are  an  unmixed  evil.  Neither  can  it 
be  said  that  being  thrown  upon  his  own  re- 
sources, is  not  at  times,  a  splendid  discipline 
for  a  boy.  True  it  is,  at  least,  that  Mr.  Fos- 
ter's life  has  demonstrated  that  hardships 
and  responsibilities  in  early  life  may  serve  a 
high  purpose  in  future  character-building. 

He  was  born  in  Wirt  township,  Allegany 
county,  New  York,  May  17,  1849.  His 
boyhood  was  spent  upon  a  farm,  and  his 
early  education  was  such  as  a  farmer  boy 
received  at  the  old  country  school  house  in 
those  early  days.  In  1857  the  panic  of  that 
year  swept  away  such  fortune  as  his  father 
had  accumulated,  and  left  them  stranded, 
with  only  the  daily  toil,  of  such  of  the  fam- 
ily as  were  able,  for  support.  The  next  year 
his  mother  died,  which  took  from  the  home 
the  sunlight  that  a  mother's  presence  brings. 
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Sidney  A.  being  the  youngest  of  six  chil- 
dren, suffered  most  of  all,  because  most  of 
all  he  needed  a  mother's  care.  His  later  edu- 
cation was  obtained  at  the  Friendship,  New 
York  Academy,  only  a  partial  course,  and 
in  a  printing  office. 

He  came  west  in  1865,  when  he  entered 
upon  an  all-around  career.  We  find  him  at 
one  time  running  on  the  river  as  a  raftsman, 
and  otherwise;  then  as  section  man  on  a 
railroad;  farm  hand,  and  finally  a  stage 
driver.  Such  occupation  tended  to  develop 
physically  just  such  a  man  as  we  have  in 
Mr.  Foster,  strong,  athletic,  powerful.  He 
is  fifty  years  of  age,  and  has  not  yet  reached 
the  prime  of  life.  Happily,  Mr.  Foster  was 
unique  in  his  habits.  He  has  always  been 
temperate  and  considerate  of  himself  in 
every  way.  His  fine  physique  and  magnifi- 
cent health,  bear  witness  to  this.  He  came 
to  Iowa  in  1874.  His  first  work  was  writ- 
ing county  histories  for  the  Andreas  Atlas 
Company.  He  was  one  of  the  compilers  of 
the  history  of  Dubuque  county,  followed  by 
the  history  of  Fayette,  Howard,  Mitchell 
and  Floyd  counties.  While  in  this  work  he 
negotiated  the  purchase  of  the  Mitchell 
County  News  at  Osage,  in  1877.  He  sold 
out  and  in  1878  bought  the  Worth  County 


Eagle.  In  1884  he  was  elected  chief  clerk 
of  the  Twentieth  General  Assembly  of  Iowa. 
In  1886  he  declined  to  be  a  candidate  for  re- 
election because  of  having  begun  at  Mar- 
shalltown  the  organization  of  the  Royal 
Union  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company,  of 
which  he  was  the  promoter  and  secretary. 
He  yet  holds  the  position  of  secretary.  In 
1886  in  the  congressional  convention  he  de- 
clined the  nomination  by  his  party  as  a  con- 
gressional candidate  and  gave  up  politics, 
preferring  a  business  to  a  political  life.  The 
same  year  he  moved  the  Royal  Union  to  Des 
Moines  and  has  since  been  a  resident  of  the 
capital  city.  He  has  declined  many  opportu- 
nities for  political  honor  and  stood  steadfast 
in  his  determination  to  make  the  Royal 
Union  a  great  western  institution.  He  is  the 
justly  recognized  author  of  that  sentiment 
so  currently  and  proudly  used  by  all  Iowans : 
"In  all  that  is  good,  Iowa  affords  the  best." 
His  steadfast  and  determined  work  for  this 
life  insurance  company,  of  which  the  state  is 
now  so  proud,  in  an  index  to  his  character. 


FINLAYSON,  Dr.  John  A.,  is  a  suc- 
cessful physician  and  surgeon,  who  has  been 
practicing  in  Armstrong,  Emmet  county, 
since  1892.  He  has  earned  the  confidence 
and  respect  of  that  community  so  that  his 
practice  extends  among  the  best  people  and 
is  very  satisfactory.  He  was  born  near  Mt. 
Carroll,  Carroll  county,  Illinois,  Septem- 
ber 12,  1859.  His  father,  William  Finlay- 
son,  was  born  in  Caithness  county,  Scotland, 
in  181 2,  and  came  to  America  in  1830,  set- 
tling first  in  Nova  Scotia,  where  he  was  mar- 
ried in  1 84 1  to  Jessie  Mackay.  She  was  a 
native  of  Nova  Scotia,  born  in  Picton  county 
in  181 5.  Her  ancestors  were  Scotch,  com- 
ing from  the  county  in  which  her  husband 
was  born  in  Scotland.  The  family  came  to 
the  United  States  in  1843  an^  located  on  a 
farm  in  Carroll  county,  Illinois.  Mr.  Fin- 
layson  being  frugal  and  industrious,  pros- 
pered, so  that  in  his  advanced  years  he  was 
in  very  comfortable  circumstances.  He  died 
August  27,  1896,  at  the  age  of  eighty- four 
years. 

Until  he  was  twenty  years  of  age  John  A. 
Finlayson  assisted  his  father  on  the  home 
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farm  when  not  attending  school.  The  com- 
mon schools  were  very  good,  and  he  was  a 
pupil  in  the  neighboring  school  until  he  was 
ready  for  the  high  school.  After  that  he  at- 
tended the  Northern  Illinois  Normal  School. 
For  several  years  he  taught  in  the  public 
schools  in  Carroll,  Jo  Daviess  and  Ogle 
counties,  Illinois.  In  1888  he  began  the 
study  of  medicine  and  in  the  spring  of  1892 
was  graduated  from  the  Kentucky  School  of 
Medicine  in  Louisville.  The  following  Aug- 
ust he  selected  Armstrong  as  a  desirable  lo- 
cation in  which  to  begin  the  practice  of  his 
profession,  and  succeeded  so  well  that  he  has 
had  no  occasion  to  change.  The  Doctor  has 
taken  an  active  interest  in  the  various  med- 
ical societies,  being  a  member  of  the  Iowa 
State  Medical  Society,  the  American  Med- 
ical Association  and  several  local  medical  so- 
cieties. He  is  a  republican  and  belongs  to 
the  Presbyterian  church. 

Dr.  Finlayson  was  married  June  6,  1894, 
to  Miss  Grace  Robinson  of  Armstrong.  Mrs. 
Finlayson  was  born  in  Grundy  county, 
Iowa,  and  was  educated  in  the  schools  of 
Grundy  Center  and  at  the  State  Normal 
School  at  Cedar  Falls.  She  taught  school 
for  several  years  prior  to  her  marriage  and 
is  an  able  assistant  to  the  Doctor  in  the  ardu- 
ous duties  of  a  busy  professional  life. 


GREATTRAX,  John   Henry,   M.   D., 
who  was  the  first  physician  to  engage  in 
practice  in  Sioux  county,  was  born  in  West 
Stockbridge,  Berkshire  County,  Massachu- 
setts, November  21,  1837,  >n  the  days  of  log 
school  houses  and  puncheon  floors.    He  still 
has  a  recollection  of  hard  slab  benches  ahd 
a  fire  place  before  which  one  would  freeze 
and  roast  at  the  same  time.     His  father, 
John  William  Greattrax,  was  a  millwright 
and  master  of  his  trade.  The  paternal  grand- 
father came  from  Scotland  to  Greenbush, 
New  York,  where  John  William  Greattrax 
was  born  in   1810.     The  grandfather  died 
when  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  five  years  old,  and  so  he  went  to  Massa- 
chusetts to  live  with  an  uncle.    Here  he  grew 
to  manhood  and  in  1831  married  Julia  H. 
Chapman.     In  1853  he  removed  to  Illinois, 
thence,   in   1862,  to  Grand   Mound,   Iowa, 
where  he  engaged  in  the  lumber  business! 
In  1870  he  again  moved,  this  time  to  Sioux 
county.     He  was  an  active  and  energetic 
citizen  and  became  prominently    identified 
with  the  development  of  the  county  in  which 
he  had  settled.     He  was  elected  justice  of 
the  peace  and  served  five  terms.     He  had 
also  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace 
for  three  terms  in  Illinois.     In  1874  he  was 
elected  county  treasurer  of  Sioux  county, 
holding  the  office  one  term.    In  1885  he  re- 
moved to  Walla  Walla,  Washington,  where 
he  died  August   12,   1886,  on  his  seventy- 
sixth  birthday.      Dr.    Greattrax's    mother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Julia  Holley,  was 
of  Scotch-Irish  descent.     She  was  born  at 
Mt.  Washington,  Berkshire  county,  Massa- 
chusetts, in  1809,  and  died  in  Walla  Walla, 
Washington,  January  25,  1893,  aged  eighty- 
four  years. 

Dr.  Greattrax  was  one  of  a  family  of  five 
children — three  boys  and  two  girls.  His 
father  was  not  financially  able  to  give  his 
children  more  than  a  common  school  educa- 
tion, but  this  opportunity  the  Doctor  made 
the  most  of.  He  was  a  diligent  student  and 
would  pursue  his  studies  far  into  the  night. 
He  came  west  with  the  family  in  1853  and 
worked  with  his  father  at  the  millwright's 
trade  until  1859.  He  then  went  to  Mis- 
souri and  was  employed  as  a  carpenter  un- 
til the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  when  he 
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enlisted  in  October,  1861,  in  the  Seventh 
Missouri  Cavalry,  serving  until  November, 
1864,  when  he  was  discharged  at  St.  Louis. 
After  taking  part  in  the  battles  of  Lone  Jack, 
Mill  Creek  and  Pea  Ridge  his  regiment  was 
ordered  to  reinforce  Mulligan  at  Lexington, 
Missouri,  but  could  not  reach  him  because 
the  boats  that  were  to  take  them  across  the 
river  could  not  be  secured.  They  were  not 
deprived  of  any  of  their  share  of  fighting, 
however,  for  "bushwhackers"  were  thick 
thereabouts  and  not  on  good  terms  with  the 


Yankees  by  any  means.  At  the  close  of  the 
war  he  returned  to  Grand  Mound  and  later 
worked  in  a  paper  mill  at  Cedar  Rapids. 
In  the  fall  of  1865  his  father  started  a  lum- 
ber yard  at  Grand  Mound,  and  he  entered 
his  employ,  where  he  remained  two  years, 
and  in  the  meantime  studied  medicine  nights 
in  the  office  of  Dr.  Wagnor  at  Dewitt.  Sub- 
sequently he  studied  with  Dr.  M.  J.  Hill,  a 
homeopathic  physician,  for  three  years.  He 
then  went  to  Sioux  county  and  entered  a 
homestead,  where  he  has  since  been  engaged 
in  farming  and  the  practice  of  medicine.  In 
1882  his  practice  had  grown  to  such  propor- 
tions that  he  was  compelled  to  rent  his  farm 
and  remove  to  Boyden,  a  town  near  by.  He 
has  been  in  practice  continuously  since  1870. 


At  the  time  he  first  went  to  Sioux  county 
the  nearest  neighbor  lived  twenty-five  miles 
away,  and  Le  Mars  was  the  trading  point, 
thirty-five  miles  distant  His  home  later 
served  as  a  postoffice,  the  mail  being  kept  in 
a  leather  satchel.  The  satchel  would  be  sent 
to  Le  Mars,  emptied  by  the  postmaster  there, 
the  incoming  mail  placed  in  it,  when  it  would 
be  locked  and  returned  to  the  home  of  Dr. 
Greattrax,  His  home  was  a  half-way-house 
for  travelers,  and  many  times  the  host  was 
puzzled  to  know  where  to  put  his  guests,  so 
numerous  were  they.  He  passed  through 
the  seven  years  of  grasshopper  plague,  when 
the  pests  were  so  thick  as  to  hide  the  light  of 
the  sun,  and  during  the  time  ran  behind  op- 
erating expenses  some  fifteen  hundred  dol- 
lars. He  received  a  certificate  to  practice 
from  the  state  board  of  medical  examiners 
in  1887.  He  has  served  ten  years  as  physi- 
cian for  the  town  of  Sheridan  and  township, 
and  seven  years  in  the  same  capacity  for  the 
incorporated  town  of  Boyden.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  A.  F.  and  A.  M.  and  has  filled 
every  office  in  the  organization. 

He  was  married  September  27,  1883,  t0 
Mrs.  Julia  A.  Snell.  They  have  two  chil- 
dren :  L.  Beaulah,  born  August  7,  1876,  and 
A.  Belle,  born  April  17,  1879.  The  Doctor 
says  he  earned,  or  tried  to  earn,  his  first 
dollar  picking  up  potatoes  for  an  old  fellow 
'way  back  in  Massachusetts,  and  he  remem- 
bers the  occasion  distinctly,  for  he  was 
cheated  out  of  his  pay. 


GIVEN,  Judge  Josiah,  Chief  Justice  oi 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Iowa,  is  a  veteran  of 
two  wars  and  has  lived  in  Des  Moines  since 
1868,  where  he  has  held  various  positions  of 
honor  and  trust.  Judge  Given  was  born  in 
Westmoreland  County,  Pennsylvania,  Aug- 
ust 30,  1828.  His  parents  were  Josiah  and 
Jane  Clendening  Given,  and  they  were  born 
in  Ireland.  In  the  spring  of  1838  the  fam- 
ily removed  from  the  Pennsylvania  home  to 
Holmes  county,  Ohio.  One  of  the  lessons 
he  learned  in  those  early  days  was  to  beat  a 
drum  on  the  edge  of  the  cornfield  to  keep 
the  squirrels  from  digging  up  the  corn  as 
soon  as  it  was  planted.  This  accomplish- 
ment brought  him  into  the  service  of  his 
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country  when  the  Mexican  war  broke  out, 
and  he  was  in  great  demand  to  help  furnish 
patriotic  music  to  inspire  volunteers.  He 
tried  to  enlist  himself  as  a  drummer  boy  in 
1845,  but  was  rejected  as  too  young,  until 
1847,  when  he  was  mustered  in  as  a  member 
of  Company  G,  Fourth  Ohio  Infantry.  He 
served  faithfully  during  the  Mexican  war 
as  third  corporal  and  on  his  return  entered 
the  office  of  his  older  brother,  Judge  Wil- 
liam Given,  and  his  partner,  J.  R.  Barcroft, 
later  of  Des  Moines,  both  of  whom  are  now 
dead.  After  reading  law  with  them  two 
years  in  Ohio  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
Stark  county,  Ohio,  in  1850,  on  the  motion 
of  Edwin  M.  Stanton.  A  year  later  he  was 
elected  prosecuting  attorney  of  Holmes 
county,  serving  two  terms  with  distinction, 
securing  several  notable  convictions.  In 
1856  he  went  to  Coshocton,  Ohio,  to  prac- 
tice. It  was  there,  while  in  court,  that  a 
telegram  was  received  announcing  the  firing 
on  Fort  Sumpter.  Mr.  Given  acted  instants 
ly.  He  went  out  of  the  court  house,  never 
to  return  until  the  war  was  over.  He  drop- 
ped his  law  books,  picked  up  his  drum  and 
was  a  soldier  again.  Realizing  that  it  was 
more  than  a  three  months'  struggle,  he  ar- 
ranged his  business  and  prepared  to  be  gone 
indefinitely.  Entering  the  service  as  captain 
of  Company  K,  Twenty-fourth  Ohio  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  which  he  organized,  he  spent 
the  summer  of  1861  in  the  mountains  of 
West  Virginia;  in  the  fall  he  was  promoted 
to  be  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  the  Eighteenth 
Ohio,  and  while  in  its  service  was  wounded 
at  Stone  River;  in  the  spring  of  1863  he  was 
made  Colonel  of  the  Seventy-fourth  Ohio 
Volunteer  Infantry.  At  the  head  of  this 
regiment  he  went  through  the  Atlanta  cam- 
paign, part  of  the  time  commanding  the 
Third  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Fourteenth 
Army  Corps,  where  he  earned  his  title  of 
General.  After  the  fall  of  Atlanta,  the  war 
being  practically  over,  he  resigned  on  ac- 
count of  severe  rheumatism  incurred  in  the 
service.  He  was  elected  postmaster  of  the 
House  of  the  Thirty-ninth  congress,  largely 
through  the  efforts  of  James  A.  Garfield, 
then  in  the  House. 

Coming  to  Des  Moines  immediately  after 
the  war,  Judge  Given  at  once  commanded 
attention  and  earned  the  respect  and  confi- 


dence of  the  people.  He  represented  Polk 
county  in  the  legislature,  was  Deputy  Rev- 
enue Commissioner  during  Grant's  adminis- 
tration, resigning  this  place  when  he  wa9 
elected  District  Attorney  in  the  judicial  dis- 
trict comprising  Polk  county.  In  January, 
1880,  he  became  Circuit  Judge  and  contin- 
ued to  serve  in  that  capacity  until  the  cir- 
cuit court  was  abolished,  when  he  was  elected 
District  Judge,  serving  until  February,  1889, 
when  he  was  appointed  to  the  supreme  bench 
by  Governor  Larrabee  to  fill  the  vacancy 
caused  by  the  resignation  of  Judge  Joseph 
R.  Reed.     He  was  elected  that  year  to  fill 


the  vacancy  and  was  subsequently  re-elected, 
his  second  term  expiring  in  1902,  when  he 
contemplates  retiring. 

Judge  Given  was  married  October  6,  1851, 
to  Miss  Elizabeth  Armor  of  Millersburg, 
Ohio.  She  died  in  1895  a^ter  fortyfour 
years  of  happy  wedded  life.  Eight  children 
were  born  to  them,  six  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters, all  of  whom  are  living  but  one  daugh- 
ter, who  died  in  infancy.  One  of  his  sons 
is  Welker  Given,  for  many  years  an  edi- 
torial writer  on  the  Chicago  Tribune  and 
editor  of  the  Marshalltown  Times-Repub- 
lican. 

Few  men  attain  to  the  degree  of  personal 
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popularity  that  has  come  to  Judge  Given. 
He  is  a  great  friend  of  the  old  soldier  and 
is  never  happier  than  when  attending  and 
participating  in  a  Grand  Army  meeting  or 
an  old  soldiers'  reunion.  He  has  served  as 
commander  of  the  Iowa  Department  of  the 
G.  A.  R.  He  belongs  to  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity and  to  the  Presbyterian  church.  His 
long  service  on  the  bench  and  his  active  con- 
nection with  the  politics  and  the  affairs  of 
Iowa  generally  have  made  for  him  a  perma- 
nent place  in  the  history  of  the  state. 


HANAWALT,  George  P.,  M.  D.,  is  one 
of  the  oldest  of  the  physicians  and  surgeons 
now  practicing  in  Des  Moines,  in  point  of 
service,  as  he  came  to  the  city  in  1868  and 
has  been  in  active  and  successful  practice 
ever  since.  He  was  born  in  Ross  county, 
New  York,  in  1836.  His  parents,  John  and 
Mary  Jefferson  Hanawalt,  were  of  Amer- 
ican birth.  His  father  was  born  in  Pennsyl- 
vania and  was  of  German  descent.  The 
Doctor's  grandfather  on  his  father's  side 
was  a  patriot  of  the  American  war  for  inde- 
pendence and  his  mother,  born  in  Maryland, 
was  a  direct  descendant  of  President  Thomas 
Jefferson. 

After  studying  in  the  public  schools  and 
spending  some  time  in  Salem  Academy, 
young  Hanawalt  began  the  study  of  medi- 
cine in  the  office  of  Drs.  Salter  and  Holton, 
of  Madison  county,  Ohio.  In  1862,  before 
his  medical  education  was  completed,  he 
volunteered  to  serve  the  Union  cause  and 
joined  the  Seventh  Ohio  Infantry.  This 
was  in  February  and  the  next  August  he 
was  transferred  to  the  regular  army  as  hos- 
pital steward.  He  continued  his  medical 
study  under  those  peculiarly  favorable  cir- 
cumstances and  managed  to  attend  medical 
lectures,  so  that  he  graduated  from  the  med- 
ical department  of  Georgetown  University 
of  Washington,  D.  C,  in  1864.  He  was 
then  promoted  to  be  acting  assistant  sur- 
geon. After  four  years  of  this  exceptionally 
good  practice  in  surgery,  he  resigned  and 
came  to  Des  Moines.  He  at  once  com- 
manded a  good  practice,  and  his  ability  and 
large  experience  have  enabled  him  to  build 
up  a  fine  reputation  and  earn  more  than 


state-wide  fame  as  a  surgeon.  His  cheerful 
temperament  and  pleasant  way  of  getting* 
over  unpleasant  things  has  made  him  a  wel- 
come visitor  in  sickrooms  and  endeared  him 
to  his  patients.  He  is  the  regular  surgeon 
for  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific ;  Des 
Moines  &  Fort  Dodge ;  Chicago  Great  West- 
ern ;  Des  Moines  Northern  &  Western ;  Des 
Moines  &  Kansas  City;  the  City  Railway 
Company  and  the  Iowa  State  Traveling 
Men's  Association.  He  was  Surgeon  Gen- 
eral of  the  Iowa  National  Guard  in  1877. 
All  this  points  to  the  industry  of  the  man, 
for  he  keeps  up  to  date  in  his  profession 


without  neglect  to  his  large  practice.  He 
belongs  to  the  American,  Iowa  State  and 
Polk  County  Medical  societies,  and  was 
president  of  the  state  society  in  1880.  These 
duties  do  not  leave  him  much  time  for  poli- 
tics, but  he  is  an  earnest  republican  and  does 
not  shirk  his  share  of  party  burdens. 

In  1 87 1,  the  30th  of  October,  Dr.  Hana- 
walt was  married  to  Miss  Emily  Agnes  Jor- 
dan, daughter  of  James  C.  and  Melinda  Pitt- 
man  Jordan,  of  Walnut  township,  who  were 
among  the  very  oldest  settlers  in  Polk  county. 
Mrs.  Hanawalt  was  born  in  Piatt  county, 
Missouri,  and  was  brought  to  Polk  county 
with  her  parents  at  the  age  of  two  years. 
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She  was  educated  at  Northwestern  Univer- 
sity in  Evanston,  Illinois,  and  is  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  They 
have  a  beautiful  home  on  Walnut  street, 
famous  for  its  flowers. 


HAUGEN,  Gilbert  N.  The  meeting  of 
the  Twenty-fifth  General  Assembly  attracted 
public  attention  to  several  of  the  younger 
members  of  that  body  whose  fine  abilities 
were  brought  out  by  the  important  matters 
under    consideration.     Among    those    who 


earned  distinction  in  the  house  none  was 
more  conspicuous  than  G.  N.  Haugen,  repre- 
senting Worth  county.  He  was  born  in 
Rock  county,  Wisconsin,  April  21,  1859. 
His  parents  were  natives  of  Norway,  the 
father  being  born  in  Ness,  Hollingdall,  in 
1808,  and  the  mother  at  the  same  place  in 
1 81 7.  They  were  married  there  in  1835  and 
emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1844,  lo- 
cating in  Rock  county,  Wisconsin,  where 
they  lived  the  lives  of  pioneers  and  suffered 
the  privations  incident  thereto. 

G.  N.  Haugen  came  to  Iowa  while  young 
and  attended  the  public  schools  of  Decorah. 


Later  he  entered  business  college  at  Janes- 
ville,  Wisconsin,  and  there  acquired  the  edu- 
cation that  has  made  him  the  foremost  ac- 
countant and  leading  figure  in  financial  af- 
fairs in  Worth  county.  His  schooling  fin- 
ished, he  engaged  in  farming  for  a  time,  then 
opened  a  hardware  store  at  Kensett  and  by 
honorable  methods  and  strict  adherence  to 
business  built  up  a  large  trade.  He  shortly 
added  agricultural  implements  and  soon  was 
dealing  in  fine  horses,  most  of  which  were 
imported  by  him.  During  this  time  he  was 
elected  to  various  offices  of  trust  in  that  sec- 
tion, and  exhibited  so  much  executive  abil- 
ity that  in  1887  he  was  nominated  and 
elected  treasurer  of  the  county  by  the  repub- 
licans. Twice  he  succeeded  himself  in  that 
position  and  in  the  fall  of  1893  he  was 
elected  to  the  legislature.  So  well  did  he 
look  after  the  interests  of  his  constituents 
and  so  largely  did  he  figure  in  the  legisla- 
tion enacted  during  that  session  that  he  had 
no  opposition  for  re-election.  As  has  been 
said,  he  was  conspicuous  for  his  sound  judg- 
ment during  the  second  term,  especially  in 
matters  where  financial  interests  were  con- 
cerned. He  had  a  place  on  many  of  the 
more  important  committees  where  his  opin- 
ions were  held  in  high  regard  by  his  col- 
leagues. In  1898,  after  a  closely  contested, 
three-cornered  fight  in  the  nominating  con- 
vention against  Hon.  Thomas  Updegraff 
and  James  E.  Blythe,  Mr.  Haugen  was  nom- 
inated for  congress  in  the  Fourth  Iowa  dis- 
trict. He  was  elected  by  a  large  majority 
and  is  serving  his  people  with  entire  satis- 
faction, having  been  re-elected  in  1900. 

Mr.  Haugen  is  largely  interested  in  real 
estate  in  Northern  Iowa,  Minnesota  and  the 
Dakotas  and  is  also  farming  a  large  tract  of 
land  in  Worth  county.  He  still  imports  and 
breeds  fine  horses  and  is  president  of  'the 
Northwood  Banking  Company,  an  institu- 
tion well  known  for  its  stability  in  that  part 
of  the  state.  October  26,  1885,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Bertha  Cecilia  Evenson  of 
Winneshiek  county.  She  died  May  10, 
1892,  leaving  two  children,  Norma  and 
Lauritz,  and  the  husband  to  mourn  her  de- 
parture. She  was  a  woman  of  many  graces 
and  drew  about  her  a  large  circle  of  friends. 
No  death  in  Worth  county  ever  caused  more 
universal  sorrow,  for  her  beauty  of  charac- 
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ter  had  endeared  her  to  all,  without  regard 
to  creed. 


JOHNSTON,  Benjamin  E.,  United 
States  consul  at  Utilla,  Honduras,  is  a  na- 
tive born  Hawkeye.  His  birth  occurred  in 
Van  Buren  county  on  the  9th  of  March, 
1845.  The  family  is  of  Scotch  origin  and 
founded  in  America  by  Benjamin  Johnston, 
Sr.,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  who  with 
his  family  crossed  the  Atlantic  and  settled 
in  Petersburg,  Virginia.  He  died  soon  after, 
leaving  four  children  to  the  care  of  his 
widow,  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  name- 
ly, James,  Jane,  John  and  Margaret.  James, 
the  eldest,  and  father  of  Consul  Johnston, 
was  born  in  Scotland  March  17,  1816,  and 
in  his  youth  accompanied  his  parents  to 
America.  On  October  6,  1842,  he  married 
Miss  Sarah  Brown,  daughter  of  Hugh 
Brown,  and  sister  of  Judge  Alex  Brown  and 
John  C.  Brown,  the  latter  being  cashier  of 
the  Manning's  Bank.  They  came  to  Iowa 
the  same  year,  locating  in  Keosauqua,  where 
Mr.  Johnston  died  in  October,  1845.  Ben- 
jamin was  their  only  child.  He  acquired 
his  education  in  the  common  schools,  and 
later  under  the  direction  of  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Lane.  His  education  was  interrupted  by 
the  breaking  out  of  the  civil  war,  when  he 
laid  aside  his  text-books  and  enlisted,  being 
assigned  to  Company  E,  Fifteenth  Iowa  In- 
fantry, on  the  14th  of  October,  1861.  The 
regiment  was  not  equipped  for  about  six 
months,  when  it  was  sent  to  the  front  in 
time  to  meet  its  first  engagement  at  Pitts- 
burg Landing.  This  was  followed  by  the 
siege  of  Corinth,  Iuka  and  the  second  battle 
of  Corinth.  Later  they  went  with  Grant  on 
his  campaigns,  winding  up  at  Vicksburg, 
where  they  spent  the  summer  in  the  city. 
In  December,  1863,  Mr.  Johnston  re-enlisted 
and  later  he  was  commissioned  a  first  lieu- 
tenant in  the  Sixty-seventh  United  States 
colored  infantry.  In  August,  1865,  he  was 
discharged  after  four  years  of  faithful  and 
patriotic  service.  For  ten  years  or  more  he 
was  variously  engaged  as  a  drug  clerk,  trav- 
eling salesman,  and  for  a  short  time  tried 
Kansas,  but  found  the  grasshoppers  too 
much  to  overcome  and  returned  to  Iowa.  In 
1877  he  began  reading  law  with  Judge  Rob- 


ert Sloan  of  Keosauqua,  and  in  April,  1878, 
was  admitted  to  the  bar,  since  which  time 
he  has  been  actively  engaged  in  practice. 
He  was  married  in  Keosauqua  in  1867  to 
Miss  Annie  R.  Purviance.  Six  children  have 
been  born  to  them:  Maggie,  James,  Mary, 
Ella,  Sarah  and  Donald.  Mr.  Johnston  be- 
longs to  the  Masons,  Odd  Fellows  and  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  In  all  of 
these  he  takes  a  great  interest.  In  1886  he 
was  elected  county  attorney  of  Van  Buren 
county,  serving  two  years.  He  is  a  repub- 
lican, and  is  frequently  in  county  and  state 
conventions  as  a  delegate,  and  was  one  year 
member  of  the  state  central  committee.  He 
enjoys  the  respect  and  confidence  of  his  fel- 
low citizens  to  the  fullest  extent,  because  of 
his  upright  character  and  great  ability  as  a 
lawyer.  He  was  appointed  United  States 
consul  at  Utilla,  Honduras,  by  President 
McKinley. 


JACKSON,  Edward  R.,  M.  D.,  of  Du- 
buque, is  a  native  of  Iowa.  He  was  born  in 
Hopkinton,  Delaware  county,  October  29, 
1848,  and  his  parents,  Leroy  Jackson  and 
Jerusha  M.  Wright  Jackson,  were  married  in 
Dubuque  in  1837.  Leroy  Jackson  came  to 
Dubuque  from  Missouri  in  1833,  and  built 
the  first  brick  house  in  Dubuque.  He  went  to 
Hopkinton  in  1840,  first  to  trade  with  the 
Indians,  but  settled  there  and  engaged  in 
farming,  hotel  and  real  estate  business.  He 
died  in  1885  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years, 
in  comfortable  circumstances.  Mrs.  Jack- 
son was  a  Connecticut  woman,  coming  west 
about  1836.  She  is  the  mother  of  eleven 
children  and  is  still  living,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-two  years,  in  Hopkinton.  Her  par- 
ents were  of  Puritan  stock.  Mr.  Jackson 
was  one  of  the  original  Kentuckians  and 
was  born  in  that  state,  though  he  went  far- 
ther west,  to  Missouri,  when  he  was  twenty 
years  old.  His  parents  came  from  Virginia 
and  settled  in  Kentucky  about  the  same  time 
Daniel  Boone  went  there.  At  the  age  of 
eleven,  having  attended  the  public  schools, 
Edward  R.  Jackson  entered  the  preparatory 
classes  in  Bowen  Collegiate  Institute,  after- 
ward called  Lenox  College,  in  Hopkintoa 
He  alternately  attended  this  institution  and 
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taught  school  and  engaged  in  grain  buying 
in  the  winter  time  until  1870,  when  he  went 
to  Nebraska  with  the  intention  of  buying 
land.  He  was  taken  ill,  however,  and  re- 
turned home,  where  he  resumed  his  studies 
with  the  view  of  studying  medicine.  He  re- 
mained in  the  Hopkinton  school  until  1872, 
and  later  the  college  conferred  upon  him  the 
degree  of  A.  B.  After  fifteen  months  with  a 
preceptor,  he  took  two  courses  in  the  Col- 
lege of  Medicine  and  Surgery  in  Cincinnati 
and  was  graduated  from  that  well  known 
college  in  1874.  Returning  to  Dubuque,  Dr. 
Jackson  entered  into  partnership  with  Dr. 
R.  L.  Hill,  a  homeopathic  physician,  and 
this  relation  continued  for  seven  years. 
Wishing  to  study  the  homeopathic  system 
more  thoroughly,  Dr.  Jackson  went  to  Phil- 
adelphia, where  he  entered  the  Hahnemann 
Medical  College.  His  idea  of  the  practice 
of  medicine,  then  as  now,  was  to  use  every 
means  that  will  benefit  the  patient  most 
quickly  and  permanently.  Having  studied 
along  these  lines  and  had  thorough  prepara- 
tion, it  required  but  a  short  time  for  him  to 
receive  his  degree  in  the  Philadelphia  college 
from  which  he  was  graduated  March  10, 
1881.  He  at  once  returned  to  Dubuque  re- 
sumed his  practice  alone  and  has  had  plenty 


of  work  from  the  day  he  opened  his  office. 
He  has  not  given  himself  up  to  any  specialty, 
preferring  to  follow  a  general  practice,  but 
he  has  enjoyed  an  unusual  share  of  practice 
in  obstetrics  and  children's  diseases. 

Dr.  Jackson  is  a  member  of  the  America* 
Institute  of  Homeopathy,  Western  Acad- 
emy of  Homeopathy  and  Hahnemann  Med- 
ical Association  of  Iowa.  He  is  a  prominent 
secret  society  man,  holding  membership  in 
several  of  the  best  orders,  namely,  Knights 
of  Pythias,  Odd  Fellows,  United  Workmen, 
Iowa  Legion  of  Honor,  and  he  is  a  Masoa 
of  the  Knight  Templar  degree.  He  was 
Grand  Medical  Examiner  for  the  United 
Workmen  for  two  years.  Politics  has  had 
little  charm  for  Dr.  Jackson,  and  while  he  is 
a  republican,  he  has  reserved  the  right  to  do 
his  own  thinking  and  is  somewhat  independ- 
ent. He  has  never  held  office  and  has  de- 
clined to  be  considered  when  suggested  for 
such  honors.  He  was  brought  up  a  Presby- 
terian, but  is  liberal  in  his  belief,  and  does 
not  quiie  accept  the  Calvinistic  doctrines. 

November  29,  1881,  he  was  married  to 
Etta  J.  Hancock,  of  Dubuque,  and  they  have 
one  child,  Edith  Lucile,  born  January  9, 
1885. 

Dr.  Jackson's  practice  has  been  a  lucrative 
one  and  he  has  shrewdly  invested  the  pro- 
ceeds thereof  in  business  enterprises  that 
have  prospered. 


PLSEY,  Nathan  Marsh,  senator  from 
Pattawattamie  county,  is  before  all  other 
things  a  lawyer,  and  his  steady  application 
to  his  profession,  with  his  natural  gifts  of 
a  clear,  analytical  mind,  have  placed  him 
in  a  commanding  position  in  his  profession. 
He  brings  to  it  a  culture  and  strength  of 
mind  that  make  him  a  recognized  and  pow- 
erful force  wherever  he  is  engaged.  In  the 
senate  chamber  and  in  committee  room  he 
came  to  be  one  of  the  most  valued  counsel- 
ors. He  never  expressed  his  opinion  with- 
out good  foundation  for  what  he  said  and 
so  it  carried  weight.  He  reserved  his  fire 
for  the  objects  in  which  he  was  most  inter- 
ested and  upon  which  he  was  best  informed. 
He  was  always  conservative  and  fair,  and 
thus  he  earned  the  respect  and  confidence  of 
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the  senate  and  the  public  as  only  a  few  are 
able  to  do.  Senator  Pusey  was  born  in 
Washington  County,  Pennsylvania,  June  21, 
1 84 1.  His  father  was  a  native  of  Virginia 
and  his  mother  of  Maryland.  They  were 
both  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  in 
which  religious  belief  their  son  was  reared, 
and  to  the  tenets  of  which  he  still  adheres. 
He  removed  with  his  parents  to  Baltimore 
in  1849  ancl  there  received  his  education  in 
the  best  private  school  in  that  City.  After 
reading  law  unremittingly  for  three  succes- 
sive years,  he  was  admitted  to  the  Baltimore 
bar  in  March,  1863,  and  at  once  entered  upon 


the  practice  of  his  profession  there.  In  1877 
he  removed  to  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa,  where 
he  has  since  resided,  having  now  been  in  the 
continuous  practice  of  law  for  more  than 
thirty-five  years,  and  established  himself  se- 
curely as  one  of  the  most  distinguished  law- 
yers in  the  western  part  of  the  state. 

He  has  always  been  a  republican  and  never 
failed  to  do  his  full  share  of  party  work. 
In  1895  he  was  nominated  for  state  senator 
from  Pottawattamie  county,  and  though  the 
county  had  for  many  years  been  electing 
democrats  to  the  legislature,  Mr.  Pusey  was 
strong  enough  to  carry  the  county  by  over 
1 ,000  majority.    His  services  to  the  state  as 


a  member  of  the  senate  are  of  the  highest 
importance,  as  was  universally  commented 
upon  at  the  time,  especially  during  the  extra 
session  of  1897,  when  the  new  code  was 
made.  He  was  a  member  of  the  ways  and 
means,  code  revision,  insurance  and  cities 
and  towns  committees,  all  of  which  had 
very  important  duties.  He  was  one  of  the 
three  floor  managers  of  the  revenue  bill,  pre- 
pared by  the  ways  and  means  committee, 
and  during  the  ten  days  which  the  bill  occu- 
pied in  the  senate,  he  was  a  leader  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  all  of  its  features.  The  same  was 
true  of  the  insurance  law,  which  he  guided 
through  the  senate,  and  with  the  laws  on 
cities  and  towns,  where  he  secured  some  very 
important  changes  in  regard  to  street  im- 
provements, street  improvement  bonds  and 
taxation.  The  senate  was  ready  to  take  the 
word  of  the  senator  from  Pottawattamie  and 
to  accept  his  judgment,  for  it  had  learned 
that  both  were  good,  and  that  his  state- 
ments were  always  based  upon  thorough  in- 
vestigation and  intelligent  study.  In  the 
Twenty-seventh  General  Assembly,  in  1898, 
Senator  Pusey  was  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee on  cities  and  towns  and  was  again  in- 
trusted with  some  of  the  most  important 
work  of  the  session.  He  was  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  judiciary  committee  and  several 
other  important  committees.  He  looked 
after  the  interests  of  the  Trans-Mississippi 
exposition  in  Omaha  and  secured  a  liberal 
appropriation  for  an  Iowa  exhibit. 

Mr.  Pusey  was  married  May  2,  1865,  to 
Gertrude  A.  Morgan.  Three  children  were 
born  to  them  as  follows :  John  M.,  Elsie  and 
Gertrude  M. 

Mrs.  Pusey  died  May  22,  1891.  Mr. 
Pusey  was  married  again  September  14, 
1892,  to  Anna  J.  Wright.  They  have  one 
child,  Dorothy,  born  September  28,  1896. 


REINIGER,  Robert  G.,  of  Charles  City, 
a  prominent  lawyer,  jurist  and  legislator, 
was  born  in  Seneca  county,  Ohio,  April  12, 
1835.  He  is  a  son  of  Gustavus  and  Rosa 
Dur  Reiniger,  natives  of  Wurtemberg,  Ger- 
many, who  emigrated  to  this  country  after 
they  were  married  in  1832,  settling  in  the 
above  named  county  upon  a  farm.     Here 
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Robert  G.  was  born,  reared  and  attended 
school,  getting  his  first  schooling  in  the 
country  district  school.  He  commenced  the 
study  of  law  when  he  was  seventeen  years 
of  age,  going  to  Tiffin,  Ohio,  for  that  pur- 
pose. He  took  a  college  course  at  the  same 
time.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Sep- 
tember, 1856,  and  in  March,  1857,  he  came 
west  and  settled  in  Charles  City,  where  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  his  elder  brother, 
G.  G.  Reiniger,  in  the  practice  of  law,  add- 
ing real  estate,  exchange  and  insurance  as 
a  part  of  the  business.  In  1858  Irving  W. 
Card  was  admitted  to  the  partnership,  and 
the  firm  of  Reiniger,  Card  &  Reiniger  con- 
tinued until  January  1,  1861.  In  May,  1861, 
Mr.  Reiniger  enlisted  in  the  war  for  the 
preservation  of  the  Union,  entering  the 
United  States  Volunteer  service  in  July  as 
first  lieutenant  of  Company  B,  Seventh  Iowa 
Infantry.  His  company  was  engaged  in  the 
battles  of  Belmont,  Missouri,  Fort  Henry, 
Fort  Donelson,  Shiloh,  Corinth,  Iuka,  sec- 
ond battle  of  Corinth,  the  campaign  against 
Atlanta  under  Sherman,  ending  with  the 
battle  of  Jonesboro,  when  Atlanta  was  evac- 
uated. In  1862  Mr.  Reiniger  was  promoted 
to  be  captain.  In  1864,  shortly  after  the 
surrender  of  Atlanta,  he  returned  home  and 
resumed  the  practice  of  his  profession.  In 
the  fall  of  1865  his  brother  removed  to  Mis- 
souri. Governor  Stone  appointed  Mr.  Reini- 
ger judge  of  the  Twelfth  Judicial  Circuit, 
October  10.  1865,  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused 
by  the  resignation  of  Judge  Ruddick,  who 
was  appointed  district  judge.  At  the  next 
general  election  he  was  elected  to  fill  the  rest 
of  the  unexpired  term,  and  he  was  re-elected 
in  1872,  1876  and  1880.  As  a  jurist  he  was 
cautious,  conscientious  and  candid,  and  was 
among  the  few  judges  who  would  not  use 
railroad  passes.  He  speaks  clearly  and  to 
the  point  and  in  his  bearing  is  unpretentious 
and  easy.  He  was  elected  to  the  state  senate 
to  serve  in  the  Twenty-first  and  Twenty-sec- 
ond  General  Assemblies,  after  one  of  the 
hardest  fought  battles  ever  known  in  Iowa. 
It  was  claimed  that  the  opposition  spent  over 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars  to  compass  his 
defeat  and  failed,  whereupon  they  precipi- 
tated a  contest  and  carried  it  to  the  senate, 
only  to  be  beaten  there.  He  was  re-elected 
and  served  in  the  Twenty-third  and  Twenty- 


fourth  General  Assemblies.  Mr.  Reiniger 
made  an  exceptionally  strong  member  of  the 
senate.  He  was  clear  in  his  statements  and 
forcible  in  his  arguments,  and  at  all  times 
thoroughly  honest.  He  has  occupied  many 
positions  of  honor  in  his  county,  as  well  as 
in  his  congressional  and  judicial  districts. 
He  has  been  a  director  in  the  Charles  City 
Water  Power  Company,  likewise  president 
of  the  Twelfth  District  Legal  Association, 
organized  in  1871,  and  president  of  the 
school  board  at  Charles  City.  He  is  a  Royal 
Arch  Mason  and  attends  the  Congregational 
church  and  society.     Senator  Reiniger  has 


always  been  a  republican.  He  is  reckoned 
well  off  and  owns  much  property  and  a  fine 
residence.  In  1895  Mr.  Reiniger  was  elected 
president  of  the  Charles  City  National  Bank 
and  still  occupies  that  position. 

He  was  married  November  18,  1867,  to 
Mary  E.,  daughter  of  Dr.  William  M.  and 
Ann  Palmer,  of  Charles  City.  She  is  a  na- 
tive of  Maine,  and  is  also  an  attendant  of 
the  Congregational  church.  Robert  G.  Jr., 
born  in  March,  1880,  is  their  only  child. 


RUMPLE,  Captain  John  N.  W.,  con- 
gressman from  the  Second  district,  having 
been  elected  in  November,  1900,  at  the  end  of 
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a  contest  that  was  the  hardest,  from  a  repub- 
lican standpoint,  of  any  in  the  state.  His 
father,  William  Rumple,  was  born  in  Wash- 
ington county,  Pennsylvania,  and  when  a 
young  boy  removed  with  his  parents  to 
Seneca  county,  Ohio,  near  the  town  of 
Rome,  now  known  as  Fostoria.  He  was 
married  to  Mary  J.  Roscnberger,  a  daughter 
of  J.  A.  Rosenberger,  who  lived  near  Tiffin, 
Ohio,  and  was  a  native  of  Virginia.  After 
their  marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rumple  set- 
tled on  a  farm  near  the  home  of  William 
Rumple's  father  at  Fostoria,  Ohio.  Here  J. 
N.  W.  Rumple  was  born,  March  4,  1841. 
When  he  was  eight  years  old,  he  moved  with 
his  parents  to  the  town  of  Fostoria.  Three 
years  later  his  father  died  of  cholera,  con- 
tracted on  his  return  from  a  trip  to  Iowa  by 
way  of  St.  Louis  and  Cincinnati.  The 
mother  then  moved  with  her  six  children  to 
her  father's  home  near  Tiffin,  Ohio,  where 
the  family  remained  two  years.  In  August, 
1853,  in  company  with  a  large  number  of 
relatives,  they  started  by  wagon  for  Iowa, 
settling  in  September  near  what  is  now 
known  as  Genoa  Bluffs,  in  Iowa  county, 
where  they  opened  up  a  farm. 

In  this  new  and  sparsely  settled  country 
young  Rumple  spent  his  boyhood,  with  few 


educational  advantages  at  first,  there  being 
no  school  in  the  district  for  two  or  three 
years  after  the  arrival  of  the  family.  In 
1857,  soon  after  his  mother's  marriage  to 
Daniel  Broachey,  when  he  was  sixteen  years 
of  age,  young  Rumple  was  sent  to  an  acad- 
emy at  a  place  then  called  Ashland,  in  Wap- 
ello county.  In  the  spring  of  1858  he  en- 
tered Western  College  in  Linn  county,  and 
after  attending  two  terms,  returned  home 
and  taught  school  during  the  winter.  He 
thus  alternated  teaching  with  study  until  the 
spring  of  i860,  when  he  entered  the  normal 
department  of  the  State  University,  then 
conducted  by  Hon.  David  Wells.  In  the 
winter  of  1860-61  he  again  taught  the  home 
school,  having  an  average  attendance  of 
over  eighty  pupils,  many  of  whom  were  older 
than  their  teacher.  He  did  not  teach  or  at- 
tend school  the  next  spring,  owing  to  poor 
health,  and  on  August  14,  1861,  he  enlisted 
as  a  private  in  Company  H,  of  the  Second 
Iowa  Cavalry,  going  into  Camp  McClellan, 
near  Davenport.  He  was  advanced  succes- 
sively to  the  rank  of  corporal,  sergeant,  lieu- 
tenant and  captain,  holding  the  latter  posi- 
tion until  he  was  mustered  out  in  October, 
1865.  His  service  in  the  war  was  a  very 
active  one,  and  he  took  part  in  the  engage*- 
ments  at  the  taking  of  New  Madrid,  Island 
Number  Ten,  the  advance  on  Corinth,  Rien- 
zi  and  Birmingham,  Grearson's  Raid, 
Grant's  advance  on  Vicksburg  through 
Holly  Springs,  Oxford,  Coffeyville,  Shoal 
Creek,  Columbia,  Franklin  and  Nashville, 
Hood's  retreat  through  Pulaski  and  numer- 
ous other  raids  and  skirmishes. 

After  his  return  home  from  the  war,  Cap- 
tain Rumple  began  the  study  of  law,  De- 
cember 1,  1865,  in  the  office  of  Hon.  H.  M. 
Martin  of  Marengo.  He  was  admitted  to 
practice  in  1867,  and  immediately  formed  a 
partnership  with  his  preceptor  and  has  been 
in  active  practice  ever  since ;  he  is  one  of  the 
leading  lawyers  in  eastern  Iowa. 

Captain  Rumple  is  a  firm  republican,  and 
for  many  years  has  been  prominent  in  the 
campaigns  of  Iowa  county  and  the  adjacent 
country.  In  1873  he  was  elected  senator  from 
his  district  in  the  adjourned  session  of  the 
Fourteenth  General  Assembly,  to  succeed 
Hon.  J.  P.  Ketcham,  and  was  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  senate  in  the  Fifteenth  and  Six- 
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teenth  General  Assemblies,  after  which  he 
was  chosen  by  the  legislature  as  a  member  of 
the  board  of  regents  of  the  State  University, 
holding  that  position  for  several  years.  He 
has  since  been  a  member  of  the  Marengo 
board  of  education,  and  of  the  city  council, 
has  served  as  city  solicitor  and  curator  of 
the  State  Historical  Society,  besides  holding 
numerous  minor  offices. 

In  1900  Captain  Rumple  was,  without  op- 
position, chosen  by  the  republicans  of  the 
Second  congressional  district  as  the  most 
available  man  to  lead  them  in  their  determ- 
ination to  keep  the  district  in  the  republican 
column.  It  was  regarded  as  a  desperate  fight 
and  few  men  had  the  courage  or  ability  to 
undertake  it.  But  Captain  Rumple  had  long 
been  looked  upon  as  the  logical  candidate. 
His  long  and  valiant  service  to  the  party  in 
the  district  entitled  him  to  the  nomination, 
and  his  wide  acquaintance,  high  character 
and  conservative  views  gave  him  the  confi- 
dence of  the  people.  Wherever  he  went  dur- 
ing the  campaign,  men  of  both  parties  came 
to  his  support  because  they  felt  sure  they 
could  trust  him.  He  made  a  thorough  and 
energetic  canvass  of  the  district,  winning 
friends  everywhere  by  the  ability  and  can- 
dor with  which  he  presented  the  issues.  The 
district  was  the  political  storm  center  of  the 
state,  but  Captain  Rumple  was  elected  by  a 
large  majority,  receiving  23,202  votes 
against  21,737  for  Henry  Vollmer,  of  Dav- 
enport, the  democratic  nominee.  His  vic- 
tory was  all  the  more  notable  because  of  the 
popularity  ot  his  opponent  and  the  fact  that 
Mr.  Vollmer  was  a  German  in  a  district 
having  a  very  large  German  vote.  But  Cap- 
tain Rumple  carried  every  county  but  one, 
Johnson,  where  the  democratic  majority  was 
very  small. 

Being  a  member  of  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity, Captain  Rumple  is  a  Chapter  Mason 
and  Knight  Templar,  and  belongs  to  the  G. 
A.  R.  His  religious  affiliations  are  with 
the  Presbyterian  church,  of  which  he  is  a 
member.  Captain  Rumple  was  married  De- 
cember 6,  1866,  to  Miss  Adaline  K.  Whit- 
ling.  To  them. was  born  one  daughter,  Ada 
R.,  December  1 1,  1869.  The  mother  died  in 
February,  1870,  and  on  December  9,  1871, 
Captain  Rumple  married  his  second  wife, 
Mary  H.  Shepherd,  of  Iowa  City.    One  son, 


Carl,  was  born  to  them,  May  13,  1876. 
died  at  the  age  of  seven  years. 


He 


SINCLAIR,  Thomas  McElderry,  the 
founder  of  the  packing  house  of  T.  M.  Sin- 
clair &  Co.,  of  Cedar  Rapids,  was  born  in 
Belfast,  Ireland,  on  May  14,  1842,  and  died 
in  Cedar  Rapids  March  24,  1881. 

Mr.  Sinclair  was  the  third  son  of  John 
Sinclair,  the  senior  partner  of  the  firm  of  J. 
&  T.  Sinclair,  pork  packers  of  Belfast,  Ire- 
land. Though  not  a  college  man,  Mr.  Sin- 
clair received  bis  education — a  good  rudi- 
mentary one — in  Belfast  and  English 
schools.  At  one  time  he  wished  to  enter  the 
English  army,  but  finally  decided  to  go  into 
business.  He  was  thoroughly  trained  in  the 
packing  house  in  Tomb  street,  Belfast,  and 
afterwards  was  sent  to  Germany  and  then 
to  New  York  in  1862  to  establish  a  branch 
house.  After  some  vicissitudes  the  business 
in  New  York  was  organized  distinct  from 
the  Irish  house,  Thomas  M.  Sinclair  and 
his  cousin  John  being  the  partners  in  the 
new  firm. 

In  1871  Mr.  Sinclair  came  to  Cedar  Rap- 
ids and  started  a  packing  house,  which  un- 
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der  his  management  grew  to  be  in  ten  years 
one  of  the  most  important  in  the  country. 

Mr.  Sinclair  was  a  successful  man.  His 
success  was  due  not  to  unusual  opportunities, 
but  to  promptness  in  using  opportunities  as 
they  presented  themselves,  to  hard  work, 
and  the  courage  to  presevere  and  surmount 
difficulties.  He  was  always  ready  to  help 
every  good  cause  and  many  a  man  in  his  need 
found  a  true  friend  in  Mr.  Sinclair. 

He  was  a  devoted  Christian  and  from  his 
nineteenth  year  took  an  earnest  part  in  every 
form  of  church  work.  While  in  New  York 
he  was  an  active  member  of  the  church  of 
which  Dr.  John  Hall  was  pastor.  He  was 
an  elder  in  the  First  Presbyterian  church  of 
Cedar  Rapids,  and  he  was  known  throughout 
the  city,  state  and  country  as  one  of  the 
ablest  and  most  benevolent  members  of  that 
denomination.  His  memory  is  still  cher- 
ished by  those  who  knew  him  in  Belfast  and 
this  country  as  a  man  "diligent  in  business, 
fervent  in  spirit,  serving  the  Lord." 

He  was  active  for  the  spiritual  and  tem- 
poral good  of  the  men  of  his  own  establish- 
ment, visiting  them  in  illness,  looking  after 
their  families  in  trouble,  and  holding  relig- 
ious services  with  them  on  Sundays  and 
Friday  evening  in  the  box  factory  of  the 
packing  house,  fitted  up  for  such  uses.  From 
this,  in  connection  with  a  Sunday  school 
which  was  also  held  in  the  box  factory  grew 
the  Third  Presbyterian  church  of  Cedar 
Rapids. 

Mr.  Sinclair  was  deeply  interested  in  mis- 
sions and  gave  largely  of  time,  thought  and 
money  to  their  support.  He  was  especially 
interested  in  the  Indians,  having  heard  of 
the  wrongs  done  them  by  the  government. 
His  speech  on  this  subject  in  the  General  As- 
sembly of  the  Presbyterian  church  in  Mad- 
ison, Wisconsin,  in  1880,  resulted  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  commission  to  memorialize 
the  government  in  regard  to  the  Indians, 
their  wrongs  and  their  needs.  Everything 
that  was  then  asked  has  since  been  granted. 

Mr.  Sinclair  was  married  in  1870  to  Miss 
Caroline  Campbell  Soutter,  daughter  of  Rob- 
ert Soutter,  of  Norfolk,  Va.  They  had  six 
children,  all  of  whom  are  still  living. 

Mr.  Sinclair's  sudden  death  from  a  fall 
down  an  elevator  shaft  at  the  packing  house 
brought  sadness  and  gloom  to  the  whole 


city.  He  was  deeply  mourned  by  all  classes 
of  people,  but  especially  by  the  poor,  who 
felt  that  they  had  lost  in  him  a  true  friend. 


SMYTH,  Judge  James  D.,  of  Burling- 
ton, District  Judge  of  the  Twentieth  dis- 
trict, composed  of  the  counties  of  Des 
Moines,  Henry  and  Louisa,  was  born  in 
Conyersville,  Henry  County,  Tennessee, 
October  24,  185 1.  He  is  the  son  of  Judge 
P.  Henry  Smyth,  of  whom  a  sketch  is  given 
in  this  volume.  His  mother,  Mary  A. 
Crocker,  daughter  of  J.  Davis  and  Deborah 
Doane  Crocker,  came  from  one  of  the  oldest 
New  England  families.  J.  Davis  Crocker 
was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  181 2  and  his 
wife  was  a  daughter  of  Timothy  Doane,  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War  and  one 
of  the  first  judges  of  the  court  of  common 
pleas  of  Cuyahoga  county,  Ohio.  The  Doane 
family  were  among  the  pioneer  settlers  of 
Cleveland.  They  came  to  Ohio  from  Con- 
necticut about  1 80 1  and  the  Crocker  family 
came  there  from  Massachusetts  a  few  years 
later. 

James  D.  Smyth  attended  the  common 
schools  of  Burlington  after  coming  to  that 
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town  from  Tennessee  in  1857,  and  after- 
ward was  a  student  in  the  academic  depart- 
ment of  the  famous  Western  Reserve  Col- 
lege, in  Hudson,  Ohio.  His  collegiate  edu- 
cation was  obtained  at  Trinity  College,  Hart- 
ford, Connecticut,  where  he  was  a  member 
of  the  Alpha  Delta  Phi  and  the  Phi  Beta 
Kappa  societies.  He  won  the  Latin  prize  in 
his  junior  year  and  the  Version  Declamation 
prize  in  his  senior  year,  and  gave  the  saluta- 
tory oration  at  the  graduation  of  his  class  in 
1874.  After  the  completion  of  his  college 
course  he  studied  law  in  his  father's  office 
and  in  1875  was  appointed  tutor  in  Greek 
at  Trinity  College.  In  1877  he  was  elected 
assistant  professor  of  Greek  language  and 
literature  in  the  same  institution  and  held 
that  position  until  1879,  when  he  returned 
to  Burlington  to  resume  the  practice  of  law, 
having  been  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1876. 

Father  and  son  formed  a  law  partnership 
known  as  P.  Henry  Smyth  &  Son  in  1879, 
and  this  continued  until  its  dissolution  in 
1 89 1,  when  James  D.  Smyth  became  district 
judge  by  the  appointment  of  Governor  Boies 
to  fill  the  vacancy^  caused  by  the  death  of 
Judge  Phelps.  His  commission  issued  March 
10,  1 89 1,  and  in  November  he  was  elected 
by  the  people  and  re-elected  in  1894  and  in 
1898.  Judge  Smyth  served  two  terms  as 
county  attorney  of  Des  Moines  county,  hav- 
ing been  elected  in  1888  and  1890,  resigning 
that  office  to  become  district  judge.  The 
judge  has  always  affiliated  with  the  demo- 
cratic party  and  is  a  member  of  the  Episco- 
pal church.  He  is  a  gentleman  of  many 
scholarly  attainments  and  is  not  only  a 
learned  jurist,  but  an  orator  of  the  highest 
character. 


SNYDER,  Melancthon  Braham,  of 
Council  Bluffs,  is  one  of  the  leading  physi- 
cians and  surgeons  of  that  city,  where,  by 
the  aid  of  his  wife  he  has  built  up  a  large 
and  remunerative  practice,  which  is  rapidly 
increasing.  His  father  is  Hiram  Snyder,  a 
farmer  in  moderate  circumstances,  who  re- 
sides in  Nebraska.  His  mother  was  former- 
ly Eliza  Braham.  His  father's  paternal  an* 
cestors  came  from  Amsterdam,  Holland,  and 
settled  in  Pennsylvania  about   1750.     The 


ancestors  of  his  father's  mother  came  from 
England  and  settled  in  the  eastern  states. 
The  Doctor's  mother  was  of  Scotch-Irish  de- 
scent, her  parents  having  come  to  this  coun- 
try from  the  north  of  Ireland  when  they 
were  quite  young,  settling  in  Pennsylvania, 
where  they  spent  the  rest  of  their  lives. 

Dr.  Snyder  was  born  on  a  farm  in  Butler 
County,  Pennsylvania,  in  1856,  and  was  one 
of  fifteen  children,  eleven  of  whom  are  now 
living.  Although  living  on  a  farm,  the  fam- 
ily was  one  of  culture  and  education.  Seven 
of  the  children  have  taken  the  college  de- 
gree of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  and  are  all  in  the 
west,  enjoying  lucrative  employment  as 
teachers,  lawyers,  ministers,  physicians, 
farmers  and  so  on.  One  brother,  Prof.  J. 
L.  Snyder,  is  president  of  the  Michigan  Ag- 
ricultural College.  The  Doctor's  parents  re- 
moved in  1888  from  Pennsylvania  to  Ne- 
braska, where  they  now  make  their  home. 
Dr.  Snyder  was  trained  to  hard  work  very 
early  in  life,  earning  his  first  dollar  by  husk- 
ing corn  a  whole  season.  This  hard  earned 
money  was  all  given  to  buy  Bibles  for  the 
heathen  in  India,  for  as  he  remarks,  he  was 
raised  in  a  good  old  Psalm-singing  church. 
When  he  had  outgrown  the  country  school, 
he  attended  Grove  City  College  for  a  time, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


488 


PROGRESSIVE    MEN    OF   IOWA. 


and  then  entered  Westminister  College,  at 
New  Wilmington,  Pennsylvania,  graduat- 
ing in  1884.  During  the  three  years  which 
followed,  he  earned  the  degree  of  Master  of 
Arts,  and  in  1887  received  his  medical  de- 
gree from  the  University  of  Michigan,  at 
Ann  Arbor,  locating  at  Council  Bluffs  dur- 
ing the  same  year.  He  earned  his  own  way 
through  college  in  various  ways,  mostly  by 
teaching  school. 

Dr.  Snyder  is  in  no  sense  a  politician,  but 
has  always  been  a  republican.  In  1896, 
the  members  of  his  family  voted  in 
five  different  states,  casting  eight  votes  for 
William  McKinley.  The  Doctor  has  served 
on  the  board  of  education  and  is  a  member 
of  several  secret  societies,  among  which  are : 
I.  O.  O.  R,  M.  W.  A.,  K.  O.  T.  M.  He  also 
belongs  to  numerous  medical  societies,  as 
follows :  American  Institute  of  Homeopathy, 
State  Homeopathic  Society,  etc. 

He  is  a  Congregationalist.  On  June  25, 
1885,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Susan  Mc- 
Glaughlin,  of  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  who 
attended  the  Michigan  University  at  the 
same  time  that  he  did,  graduating  in  the 
same  class.  She  has  been  a  great  help  to 
him  in  his  practice,  their  work  being  done 
under  the  firm  name  of  Snyder  &  Snyder. 


VOLLMER,  Henry,  four  times  mayor 
of  Davenport,  is  a  brilliant  young  orator 
closely  approaching  the  greatest  in  the  coun- 
try. He  was  born  in  Davenport  in  1867  and 
is  the  son  of  Henry  and  Dorothea  Vollmer, 
the  father  of  German  and  the  mother  of  Ger- 
man and  English  ancestry.  His  father  was 
a  man  of  good  education,  an  omnivorous 
reader  and  close  observer  of  men  and  things. 
He  served  for  two  terms  as  county  recorder 
and  was  for  many  years,  and  up  to  the  time 
of  his  death,  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Moss- 
man  &  Vollmer,  conducting  a  printing  house. 
Their  son,  evincing  unusual  precociousness 
and  decided  oratorical  talent  at  a  very  early 
age,  had  no  lack  of  encouragement  or  train- 
ing in  his  own  home.  He  received  his  lit- 
erary education  in  the  public  schools  of  the 
city  of  his  birth,  making  a  remarkably  bril- 
liant record  throughout  his  entire  course; 
but  his  wide  and  thorough  acquaintance  with 


the  world's  best  literature  shows  that  the 
major  and  better  part  of  his  education  was 
gained  outside  of  the  school  room.  He  has 
one  universal  advantage,  his  ability  to  ex- 
press himself  either  with  the  pen  or  on  the 
platform  in  the  German  with  the  same  facil- 
ity as  in  the  English.  After  being  grad- 
uated from  the  high  school  in  June,  1885, 
Mr.  Vollmer  entered  the  office  of  Andrew 
Jackson  Hirschl,  at  that  time  an  eminent  at- 
torney of  Davenport,  and  made  such  rapid 
progress  in  the  study  of  law  that  in  one  year 
he  was  by  examination  admitted  to  the 
senior  class  of  the  law  department  of  the 
State  University,  ranking  among  the  best  of 
his  class.  Lacking  a  year  of  age  required 
for  admission  to  the  bar,  he  was  offered  the 
position  of  distributing  clerk  in  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  so  instead  of  spend* 
ing  the  probationary  period  as  a  lawyer's 
clerk  he  went  to  Washington,  where,  after 
performing  the  duties  of  his  office,  he  had 
ample  time  on  his  hands  to  pursue  his  law 
studies  at  the  Georgetown  University.  His 
eighteen  months  incumbency  of  this  office 
was  during  parts  of  the  Fiftieth  and  Fifty- 
first  congresses,  and  for  one  of  his  tastes 
and  ambitions  it  was  of  inestimable  benefit 
He  came  in  dailv  contact  with  the  noted 
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representatives  of  that  day  and  not  only  be- 
came well  acquainted  with  them,  but  counts 
many  of  them  among  his  friends. 

The  allurements  of  public  life  at  the  cap- 
ital did  not  cause  him  to  turn  from  his  orig- 
inal purpose.  Upon  returning  to  Davenport 
Mr.  Vollmer  associated  himself  with  Hon. 
W.  O.  Schmidt,  then  state  senator,  and  the 
law  firm  of  Schmidt  &  Vollmer  is  now  one 
of  the  best  and  most  prosperous  in  the  city. 
During  a  temporary  absence  from  the  city 
in  the  fall  of  189 1  Mr.  Vollmer  was  unan- 
imously elected  alderman  of  his  ward.  His 
knowledge  and  grasp  of  municipal  affairs  in 
the  council  so  impressed  his  colleagues  and 
constituents  that  he  was  brought  forward  as 
a  candidate  for  mayor  in  the  spring  of  1893. 
He  was  elected  to  this  office  four  times,  and 
at  the  time  of  his  first  election  he  was  the 
youngest  mayor  of  a  city  of  the  first  class 
in  the  United  States.  Here  again  the  stu- 
dent tendency  of  his  character  manifested  it- 
self, for  he  began  at  once  tp  study  the  dif- 
ferent problems  connected  with  municipal 
government  from  the  standpoint  and  with 
the  spirit  of  a  scientific  investigator.  And 
whatever  innovations  he  has  made  have  been 
backed  by  earnest  conviction  and  splendid 
courage,  added  to  a  thorough  rather  than  a 
superficial  knowledge  of  his  subject.  The 
monument  which  will  stand  to  his  credit 
longest  is  the  magnificent  city  hall,  which 
was  erected  during  his  term  of  office  and  en- 
tirely paid  for  without  the  levy  of  an  extra 
mill  of  tax  or  the  issuance  of  a  single  bond. 

Mr.  Vollmer  is  a  democrat  and  does  not 
remember  when  he  was  not;  but  when  the 
time  came  for  the  parting  of  the  ways  be- 
tween the  old  and  new  democracy,  no  mo- 
tives of  policy  restrained  him  from  promptly 
espousing  the  sound  money  division  of  the 
party.  He  has  alway  stood  with  the  sound 
money  men  in  his  party,  helping  to  stem  the 
tide  at  Marshalltown  in  1895  and  stand- 
ing up  bravely  against  certain  defeat  in 
the  Dubuque  convention  in  1896.  In 
all  the  national  sound  money  demo- 
cratic councils  of  that  great  campaign,  Mr. 
Vollmer  was  a  prominent  figure.  He  was  a 
delegate  to  the  Minneapolis  convention  and 
during  the  campaign  traveled  in  three  states 
in  support  of  the  Palmer  and  Buckner  ticket. 
In  1893  he  was  temporary  chairman  of  the 

34 


democratic  state  convention  and  delivered  a 
speech  that  won  national  attention  and 
praise.  Generous  to  opponents,  not  self- 
seeking,  of  a  hopeful  nature,  Mr.  Vollmer 
expects  to  see  his  party  rehabilitated  on  its 
great  foundation  principles.  He  says  that 
law  is  his  profession,  not  politics.  In  pri- 
vate life  he  is  retiring  and  modest;  he  never 
exploits  himself  in  the  newspapers  and  has 
none  of  that  rage  for  speaking  which  usually 
accompanies  transcendant  oratorical  gifts. . 
Earnestness  and  sincerity  characterize  all  his 
acts  and  he  enjoys  the  confidence  and  respect 
of  all.  regardless  of  political  affiliations.  Mr. 
Vollmer  married  in  189 1  Jessie  Allen  Peck, 
the  eldest  daughter  of  Dr.  W.  F.  Peck,  a 
man  whose  fame  as  a  surgeon  was  inter- 
national, and  to  them  two  children,  Henry, 
Jr.,  and  Dorothea,  have  been  born. 


DAWSON,  Edward  A.,  member  of  the 
Iowa  Board  of  Railroad  Commissioners, 
lives  in  Waverly,  Bremer  county,  where  he 
has  built  up  an  extensive  law  practice.  His 
father,  Edward  Dawson,  is  a  well-to-do 
farmer  who  was  born  near  London,  Eng- 
land, one  of  a  family  of  five.  He  came  to 
the  United  States  when  a  young  man  and 
lived  in  Newton  Falls,  Trumbull  county, 
Ohio,  where  he  was  married  to  Miss  Cath- 
erine Ferns.  She  was  born  near  Dublin, 
Ireland,  where  her  father  was  a  prominent 
physician  and  surgeon.  Being  left  an  orphan 
at  an  early  age,  she  came  to  America  when 
she  was  thirteen  years  old,  lived  in  New 
York  City  for  some  time  and  from  there 
went  to  Newton  Falls,  Ohio,  where  she  met 
and  married  Edward  Dawson.  Their  son, 
Edward  A.,  was  born  in  Newton  Falls, 
March  22,  1853.  The  family  came  to  Iowa 
in  1855,  first  settling  in  Delaware  county  at 
a  little  town  then  known  as  Rockville.  In 
1856  they  removed  to  Butler  county,  where 
they  lived  on  a  farm  until  the  death  of  Mrs. 
Dawson.  She  had  a  cousin  by  the  name  of 
Ferns  who  was  on  General  Rosencrans*  staff 
in  the  civil  war  and  was  killed  in  battle,  be- 
ing shot  off  his  horse.  She  had  no  brothers 
or  sisters.  After  her  death  the  family  moved 
to  Cedar  Falls,  where  Mr.  Dawson,  Sr.,  now 
resides   with    his   daughter,    Miss    Maggie 
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Dawson,  and  his  son,  Fletcher  Dawson.  An- 
other son,  William  Dawson,  is  a  farmer  and 
stock  dealer  in  Butler  county,  and  another, 
George  \Y.  Dawson,  is  a  lawyer  in  Waterloo. 
Edward  A.  Dawson  had  the  experiences 
common  to  farmers'  boys  in  Iowa  in  an  early 
day,  and  walked  from  one  to  three  miles  to 
attend  the  district  school  during  the  winter 
months.  In  the  summer  he  worked  on  the 
farm  with  his  father  and  brothers.  In  1872 
he  entered  Upper  Iowa  University  at  Fayette 
and  completed  the  regular  two  years'  course 
in  1874.  In  those  pioneer  times  when  his 
parents  were  carving  out  a  home  from  Iowa's 
virgin  soil  and  forest,  they  could  not  afford 
to  give  their  children  the  advantages  which 
later  they  might  have  done.  But  the  boys 
were  able  to  take  care  of  themselves.  Ed- 
ward took  a  four  months'  business  course  at 
Bayless  Business  College  in  Dubuque  and 
read  law  for  three  years  in  the  office  of  Gray, 
Dougherty  &  Gibson  in  Waverly,  being  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  the  fall  of  1877.  The 
next  year  he  formed  a  law  partnership  with 
O.  A.  Call  and  E.  R.  Carr.  The  next  year 
Mr.  Carr  retired  and  in  another  year  Mr. 
Call  died,  and  Mr.  Dawson  went  on  with 
the  practice  alone.  By  this  time  he  had  ac- 
quired a  fairly  lucrative  practice.     In   1881 


he  formed  a  partnership  with  Dwight  T. 
Gibson  and  the  firm  of  Gibson  &  Dawson 
still  exists.  For  twenty  years  it  has  been 
the  leading  law  firm  in  Waverly.  Mr.  Daw- 
son has  been  retained  in  nearly  every  im- 
portant criminal  case  in  Bremer  county  since 
his  admission  to  the  bar,  usually  on  the  de- 
fense. While  having  a  reputation  as  a  crim- 
inal lawyer  equalled  by  few  in  eastern  Iowa. 
he  has  at  the  same  time  commanded  a  place 
on  one  side  or  the  other  of  nearly  all  the  im- 
portant civil  cases  tried  in  Bremer  county 
and  many  outside. 

Mr.  Dawson  has  always  been  a  republican 
and  prominent  in  the  politics  of  the  state. 
especially  in  the  Third  congressional  dis- 
trict, and  has  been  county  attorney  of  Bremer 
county.  In  1888  he  was  a  delegate  to  the 
republican  national  convention  which  nom- 
inated Benjaman  Harrison.  Governor  Jack- 
son appointed  Mr.  Dawson  to  be  railway 
commissioner  to  fill  out  the  unexpired  term 
of  John  W.  Luke,  who  died  in  December. 
1895.  The  republican  state  convention  in 
1896  nominated  Mr.  Dawson  to  fill  out  the 
unexpired  term  of  Commissioner  Luke  and 
for  the  full  term  beginning  January,  1897. 
and  again  in  1899,  the  last  time  without  op- 
position, and  in  1896  by  a  large  majority 
over  Frank  T.  Campbell.  He  was  electee ! 
each  time  by  a  handsome  majority.  Mr 
Dawson  belongs  to  the  Masonic  order  and  t« . 
the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  is  a  member  and 
vestryman  of  St.  Andrew's  Episcopal  church 
in  Waverly.  He  was  married  May  8,  i8*<q. 
in  San  Diego,  California,  to  Miss  Miriam  E. 
Ware,  whose  parents  were  residents  <>f 
Waverly  for  many  years  and  are  now  living 
in  Minneapolis,  Minnesota.  At  the  time  of 
the  marriage  they  were  living  in  California 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dawson  have  one  daughter. 
Dorothy,  born  in  1896. 


FULKERSOX,  William  A.,  one  of  the 
skillful  architects  of  Cedar  Rapids,  is  a  na- 
tive of  Ohio,  born  in  Bucyrus,  Crawford 
county,  October  17,  1847.  His  parents  were 
Joseph  and  Margaret  Messinger  Fulkerson. 
natives  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  re- 
spectively. William  A.  was  the  youngest  of 
a  family  of  ten  children,  and  is  the  only  one 
living  in  this  state.  He  was  carefully  reared 
and  received  an  excellent  education  in  the 
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public  schools.  He  came  to  Linn  county, 
Iowa,  in  the  spring  of  1856  with  his  father's 
family,  making  the  journey  overland  with 
teams,  camping  by  the  wayside.  The  trip 
occupied  four  weeks,  and  they  made  their 
first  location  on  a  farm  known  as  the  Biggs 
farm,  lying  between  Cedar  Rapids  and  Ma- 
rion. They  remained  only  about  six  months 
in  Linn  county,  removing  thence  to  Johnson 
county,  locating  near  Iowa  City,  where  they 
remained  until  the  following  spring.  They 
then  returned  to  the  old  home  in  Ohio  by 
way  of  the  Mississippi  and  Ohio  rivers.  The 
winter  of  1856-7  was  unusually  severe,  and 
the  crops  of  the  preceding  season  had  been 
almost  a  total  failure  in  Iowa,  and  his  fath- 
er's family,  in  common  with  many  others, 
was  greatly  discouraged,  so  they  returned  to 
their  old  home  in  Ohio.  They  took  only 
three  of  the  children  to  Iowa,  two  sisters 
having  previously  moved  there.  After  the 
return  of  the  family  to  Ohio,  William  A. 
attended  school  until  the  spring  of  1864, 
when  he  enlisted  in  Company  E,  Thirty- 
fourth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  became 
connected  with  Duffay's  Brigade,  named 
after  its  commander,  a  French  officer.  This 
formed  a  part  of  the  Eighth  Army  Corps, 
and  it  participated  in  the  battles  of  Lloyd's 
Mountain,  Newburn  Bridge,  Martinsburg, 
Virginia,  and  the  two  battles  at  Winchester, 
July  24  and  September  19.  On  the  seven- 
teenth anniversary  of  his  birthday  the  young 
soldier  celebrated  the  occasion  by  being  pres- 
ent at  the  battle  of  Cedar  Creek,  to  which 
Sheridan  made  his  famous  ride.  He  also 
participated  in  several  minor  engagements. 
On  the  nth  of  the  following  January  the 
rebel  general,  Rosseau,  surprised  the  Union 
outposts  at  Beverly,  Virginia,  and  captured 
the  regiment  of  which  Mr.  Fulkerson  was  a 
member,  and  also  the  Eighth  Ohio  Cavalry, 
both  being  stationed  at  that  point.  Our  sol- 
dier, however,  with  about  a  hundred  others, 
made  his  escape  in  the  darkness,  and  travel- 
ing some  forty  miles,  came  out  at  the  village 
of  Philippi,  near  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  rail- 
way, where  they  lay  for  several  weeks,  and 
were  then  ordered  to  Cumberland,  Mary- 
land, where  they  went  into  winter  quarters 
On  account  of  the  regiment  being  so  cut  up, 
orders  were  given  to  consolidate  the  Thirty- 
fourth  and  Thirty-sixth  Ohio,  they  having 


lost  all  their  officers  above  a  sergeant.  The 
consolidation  was  known  as  the  Thirty-sixth 
Ohio.  The  following  spring  the  regiment 
was  ordered  to  Winchester,  Virginia,  where 
it  was  located  when  President  Lincoln  was 
assassinated.  Shortly  after  the  regiment 
was  ordered  to  Staunton,  Virginia,  to  estab- 
lish civil  law  and  protect  the  people.  The 
war  having  ended  by  the  surrender  of  Lee, 
the  Thirty-sixth  was  ordered  to  Wheeling, 
Virginia,  whence  it  proceeded  to  Columbus, 
Ohio,  and  was  mustered  out  of  service  July 
27,  1865.  Mr.  Fulkerson  did  not  engage  in 
labor  until  the  spring  following  his  return 
from  the  war.  He  then  became  interested 
in  contracting,  building  and  the  other  finer 
branches  of  this  department  of  business,  and 
is  now  considered  an  expert  as  an  architect 
and  builder.  Mr.  Fulkerson  was  married 
May  4,  1869,  to  Miss  Maggie,  the  daughter 
of  William  Yant,  a  farmer  living  near  Mt. 
Vernon,  Ohio.  Two  years  thereafter  the 
young  couple  removed  to  Chicago,  where 
Mr.  Fulkerson  engaged  in  the  duties  of  his 
calling.  He  left  Chicago  in  the  spring  of 
1876  and  came  to  Cedar  Rapids,  it  being 
just  twenty  years  from  the  time  he  first  vis- 
ited the  county.  He  was  hardly  prepared 
for  the  changes  that  opened  up  before  his 
eyes,  and  he  found  a  fine  field  for  his  pro- 
jected labors,  which  he  entered  upon  at  once 
and  in  which  he  has  met  with  more  than 
ordinary  success.  He  was  chosen  in  1886  as 
the  state  architect  for  the  new  Soldiers' 
Home  located  at  Marshalltown,  which  is  a 
good  example  of  his  skill  and  taste.  Mr. 
Fulkerson  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  and 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.  During  his  residence  in 
Cedar  Rapids  he  has  been  for  six  years  in 
succession  alderman  for  the  Sixth  ward.  He 
is  actively  interested  in  every  measure  af- 
fecting the  welfare  of  his  adopted  city,  and 
is  highly  esteemed  by  his  fellow  townsmen. 
He  is  a  republican. 


COWNIE,  John,  member  of  the  state 
board  of  control  and  one  of  the  foremost, 
progressive  and  thoroughly  practical  stu- 
dents of  agriculture  in  Iowa,  owns  a 
large  farm  in  Iowa  County,  where  he 
has   lived    since    1856.      Mr.   Cownie   was 
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born  in  Alyth,  Perthshire,  Scotland,  De- 
cember 8,  1843,  and  at  the  age  of  twelve 
years  came  with  his  parents  to  Amer- 
ica. The  family  lived  a  short  time  in  Scott 
county  and  then  moved  to  a  piece  of  new 
land  near  Marengo  in  Iowa  county.  Here 
he  has  studied  the  many  and  varied  prob- 
lems connected  with  successful  farming  in 
Iowa,  and  no  man  has  been  proportionately 
more  successful  than  he.  Although  his 
school  privileges  were  limited,  John  Cownie 
is  well  educated,  the  foundation  having  been 
well  laid  in  the  excellent  schools  of  Scot- 
land,   since   which    he    has   been    his   own 


teacher.  Industry  and  perseverance  have 
made  up  for  the  lack  of  opportunities  which 
other  boys  enjoyed.  Having,  by  dint  of 
hard  work  and  nightly  study  after  the  day's 
work  in  the  field  was  done,  acquired  a  good 
elementary  education,  young  Cownie  passed 
the  examination  and  commenced  to  teach 
school  in  the  neighborhood  district  school. 
That  he  did  not  fail  in  this  undertaking  is 
proved  by  the  fact  that  he  taught  fifteen 
winter  terms  of  school  in  his  home  dis- 
trict. But  he  soon  found  that  the  manage- 
ment of  the  farm  demanded  all  of  his  at- 
tention and  he  left  the  school  room.  All 
that  he  is  and  all  that  he  has  accomplished 


in  the  world  must  be  credited  to  his  own  ef- 
forts, for  he  inherited  nothing  but  a  strong 
will,  an  honest  heart  and  a  healthy  body. 
These  have  made  him  a  leader  among  men, 
which  he  is  everywhere  recognized  to  be. 
He  not  only  knows  how  to  farm  himself, 
but  how  to  instruct  others  in  farming  and 
stock  raising.  For  many  years  he  has  been 
a  leading  writer  on  agricultural  topics,  es- 
pecially in  regard  to  the  production  of  mar- 
ketable cattle  and  hogs,  his  own  success  in 
the  work  adding  largely  to  the  value  of  his 
writings.  In  meetings  of  farmers  and  stock 
raisers  in  Iowa,  John  Cownie  has  for  many 
years  been  a  conspicuous  figure,  and  a  val- 
uable contributor  to  the  addresses  and  dis- 
cussions, having  from  his  youth  taken  an 
active  interest  in  everything  that  would  as- 
sist the  advancement  of  scientific  agricul- 
ture. He  has  been  for  many  years  a  mem- 
ber and  director  of  the  Swine  Breeders' 
Association,  is  secretary  and  treasurer 
of  the  Iowa  Draft  and  Coach  Horse 
Association,  has  been  president  of  the 
State  Improved  Stock  Breeders'  Asso- 
ciation, and  in  1894  was  elected  a  director 
of  the  Iowa  State  Agricultural  Society.  He 
was  assigned  to  the  machinery  department 
and  soon  developed  it  beyond  anything  that 
had  ever  been  known  before  and  made  it  of 
great  educational  value  to  the  farmers  at- 
tending the  state  fair.  He  was  soon  pro- 
moted to  be  vice-president  of  the  society  and 
in  1898  was  elected  president.  Having  se- 
cured success  as  a  farmer,  Mr.  Cownie  in 
1889  determined  to  embark  in  manufactur- 
ing, and  after  spending  all  of  one  summer 
in  traveling  and  visiting  leading  factories 
in  the  United  States,  at  length  determined 
to  embark  in  the  manufacture  of  gloves  and 
mittens,  and  to  that  end  established  a  fac- 
tory in  Des  Moines,  Iowa.  From  the  small 
beginning  on  Court  avenue  there  has  grown 
in  ten  years  one  of  the  most  successful  facto- 
ries in  Iowa,  the  J.  H.  Cownie  Glove  com- 
pany, managed  and  controlled  by  Mr.  Cow- 
nie's  oldest  son,  and  having  now  nine  travel- 
ing men  on  the  road,  selling  its  products  in 
a  score  of  different  states  and  giving  em- 
ployment to  over  one  hundred  people. 

When  the  legislature  in  1898  passed  the 
law  creating  the  Board  of  Control  of  State 
Institutions,   Governor   Shaw  selected  Mr. 
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Cownie  as  an  ideal  man  for  the  long  term 
on  that  board,  and  he  was  appointed  for  six 
years  and  promptly  confirmed  by  the  senate. 
Since  that  time  he  has  given  his  attention  ex- 
clusively to  the  interests  of  the  state  institu- 
tions. His  practical  knowledge,  thorough 
common  sense,  great  industry  and  ability  to 
deal  with  large  business  questions  have  made 
his  services  of  untold  value  to  the  state. 
He  has  revolutionized  the  management  of 
the  institution  farms  and  developed  them 
into  thoroughly  successful  departments  of 
institution  management. 

In  1896  Mr.  Cownie  was  the  republican 
nominee  for  presidential  elector  in  the  Sec- 
ond congressional  district  and  made  a  stump- 
ing tour  over  the  district,  which  was  spoken 
of  by  the  newspapers  at  the  time  as  very 
helpful  to  the  party's  interests. 

In  the  year  1864  Mr.  Cownie  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Sarah  Jones.  Their  children 
are:  Agnes  A.,  John  H.,  Horace  G.,  Wil- 
liam R.,  Sarah  Mae  and  Charles  R.  The 
oldest  son  is  at  the  head  of  the  J.  H.  Cownie 
Glove  Company,  and  associated  with  him 
are  his  brothers,  Charles  and  Horace.  The 
family  removed  to  Des  Moines  in  1899  after 
Mr.  Cownie  had  became  established  in  his 
work  as  a  member  of  the  state  board  of  con- 
trol. The  home  farm  is  under  the  manage- 
ment of  his  son,  William  R.,  who  carries  on 
the  business  very  successfully.  In  religion 
Mr.  Cownie  is  a  Presbyterian,  and  was  an 
elder  in  the  local  church  of  that  denomina- 
tion for  many  years. 


VAN  DYKE,  John  B.,  of  Hawarden, 
was  born  in  Kane  county,  Illinois,  December 
21,  1863.  His  remote  ancestors  were  Hol- 
landers on  one  side  and  Scotch-English  on 
the  other.  The  former  settled  in  New  York, 
near  the  present  city  of  Albany,  in  the  early 
part  of  the  seventeenth  century,  and  the  lat- 
ter settled  in  Massachusetts  at  about  the 
same  period.  Soon  after  his  birth  his  mother 
died  and  he  was  adopted  by  his  uncle,  the 
late  Charles  E.  Van.  Dyke,  of  Linn  county, 
Iowa,  in  whose  family  he  grew  to  manhood. 
His  early  life  was  spent  upon  the  farm  in 
Linn  county,  where  he  attended  the  country 
school  and  worked  on  the  farm,  as  farmers' 


boys  usually  do.  His  academic  education 
was  received  in  Til  ford  Collegiate  Academy 
at  Vinton,  from  which  institution  he  was 
graduated  with  the  honors  of  his  class  in 
June,  1886.  He  studied  law  in  the  office  of 
the  late  firm  of  Traer  &  Voris  at  Vinton  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  on  examination  be- 
fore the  supreme  court  at  Des  Moines  on  De- 
cember 8,  1886.  A  lifelong  acquaintance 
contributes  the  following  of  him : 

"Speaking  of  his  life  on  the  farm,  he  did 
his  work  well,  was  thorough  and  reasonably 
industrious.  However,  his  fondness  for 
books  indicated  that  he  was  not  likely  to 


make  farming  his  business.  In  school  he 
ranked  as  one  of  the  best  pupils,  usually 
leading  in  mathematics,  history  and  the  lan- 
guages. Upon  entering  the  academy  he  be- 
came a  member  of  the  Philomathean  Society, 
and  during  the  first  term  he  won  the  recog- 
nition of  being  one  of  the  leading  debaters 
in  the  academy,  and  by  the  close  of  the  year 
he  gained  the  distinction  of  being  the  best 
ready  debater  in  the  school. 

"In  the  spring  of  1887,  he  began  practic- 
ing law  in  Nebraska  City.  The  first  year  he 
had  little  practice;  the  second  year  he  had 
several  cases  in  the  district  court.  These  he 
prepared  thoroughly  and  succeeded  in  win- 
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ning.  His  zeal  and  resolution  secured  him 
the  friendship  of  the  bar  and  his  ability  to 
analyze  a  difficult  law  question  won  the  con- 
fidence of  the  court.  Judge  Hayward,  after- 
ward senator  from  Nebraska,  once  said  to 
the  writer :  'I  would  rather  have  Van  Dyke's 
opinion  on  a  law  question  he  has  looked  up 
than  that  of  any  other  lawyer  I  know.'  His 
unremitting  toil  was  rewarded  with  a  grow- 
ing practice,  which  by  the  end  of  his  fourth 
year  yielded  him  a  nice  income.  His  ambi- 
tion for  a  more  successful  career  led  him  to 
sell  his  business  in  Nebraska  City  and  accept 
an  opening  with  the  late  firm  of  Cole,  Mc- 
Vey  &  Cheshire,  of  Des  Moines.  His  asso- 
ciation with  this  firm,  whose  large  business 
reached  through  the  several  state  and  fed- 
eral courts,  broadened  his  previous  training 
and  equipped  him  to  handle  business  before 
the  several  state  and  federal  courts.  Upon 
the  dissolution  of  this  firm  in  1893  he  formed 
a  partnership  with  W.  H.  Palmer,  Esq.,  late 
of  Hawarden,  Iowa,  and  removed  to  that 
place.  This  partnership  was  dissolved  in 
1897.  Since  then  he  has  had  no  partner. 
He  now  enjoys  a  lucrative  and  constantly 
increasing  practice  before  the  state  and  fed- 
eral courts. 

"Mr.  Van  Dyke  is  one  of  the  most  unas- 
suming men  I  ever  knew.  He  has  a  high 
sense  of  right  and  equity  and  a  good  knowl* 
edge  of  human  nature.  His  desire  to  learn 
the  truth  leads  him  to  search  the  premises 
with  an  unrelenting  determination  to  under- 
stand the  facts  as  they  are.  He  is  generous 
and  sympathetic,  yet  reason  dominates  all 
the  other  elements  of  his  nature  and  molds 
his  conclusions,  which  the  premises  logically 
support.  He  is  a  staunch  believer  in  the 
principles  of  the  republican  party,  and  while 
he  adheres  firmly  to  his  political  views,  he  is 
in  no  sense  an  offensive  partisan.  In  the 
spring  of  1896  he  was  elected  mayor  of  the 
city  of  Hawarden  and  served  two  terms,  de- 
clining a  third  when  there  was  no  opposi- 
tion. He  is  a  member  of  Dale  Lodge,  A.  F. 
and  A.  M.  On  January  27,  1887,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Allie  M.  Black, 
a  talented  and  most  estimable  young  lady  of 
Vinton.  They  have  one  child,  John  B.  Van 
Dvke,  Jr.,  and  live  in  one  of  the  pleasantest 
homes  on  Gladstone  Hill  in  Hawarden/' 


SIMPSON,  Marcus,  is  president  of  the 
Burlington  Linseed  Oil  Company  and  has 
lived  in  Burlington  since  1875.  He  was  born 
in  County  Cavan,  Ireland,  January  1,  1840, 
and  received  a  good  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  and  in  a  select  school.  His 
father,  Innes  Simpson,  was  born  in  Dum- 
fries, Scotland,  and  was  a  civil  engineer. 
Marcus  Simpson's  mother  was  Catharine 
Thompson  Simpson  and  she  was  born  in 
Londonderry,  Ireland.  Beyond  good  health, 
energy  and  determination  to  succeed,  Mr. 
Simpson  started  in  life  with  nothing.  But 
these  qualities,  together  with  a  natural  ca- 


pacity for  business,  enabled  him  to  achieve 
success.  He  made  up  his  mind  that  if  he 
did  not  succeed  it  should  not  be  his  fault,  and 
the  result  is  that  he  has  been  successful  in  a 
high  degree.  He  has  built  up  a  fine  business 
and  accumulated  a  handsome  property.  Al- 
though he  never  held  office  and  never  sought 
office,  he  has  always  been  an  active  and  in- 
fluential republican.  He  was  one  of  the  dele- 
gates from  the  First  congressional  district 
to  the  republican  national  convention  in  Min- 
neapolis in  1892.  He  is  a  Methodist  and  a 
member  of  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  of  Burlington.    He  was  a  delegate  to 
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the  general  conference  that  met  in  Omaha  in 
1892.  He  is  a  member  of  the  St.  Andrew's 
Society  of  Chicago.  Mr.  Simpson  was  mar- 
ried October  12,  1874,  to  Sarah  J.  Holbrook. 


STIVERS,  Thomas,  editor  of  the  Burl- 
ington Gazette,  the  virility  of  whose  editorial 
work  is  familiar  to  all  newspaper  men  and 
politicians  in  the  state  and  to  all  the  people 
in  the  territory  tributary  to  Burlington,  is 
of  vigorous  Holland  Dutch  ancestry  and  his 
remote  ancestors  came  to  America  in  1670. 


He  was  born  in  Pomeroy,  Ohio,  September 
4,  1848,  and  his  parents  were  Arion  and 
Susan  Karr  Stivers.  Arion  Stivers  was  a 
civil  engineer  in  moderate  circumstances. 
His  wife  came  of  a  notable  family  of  Ken- 
tucky pioneers.  Her  grandfather  was  the 
constant  companion  of  Daniel  Boone  and  as 
such  went  through  the  Indian  wars  in  the 
early  history  of  Kentucky.  His  name  was 
Hamilton  Karr,  and  he  is  frequently  men- 
tioned in  the  histories  of  Kentucky.  Thomas 
secured  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
and  was  given  a  course  in  an  academy.  But 
he  had  a  still  more  broad  and  practical  train- 
ing, for  he  entered  the  newspaper  business 


when  he  was  twenty-one  years  old  and  has 
followed  it  ever  since,  almost  without  a 
break,  learning  something  every  day.  After 
his  marriage  in  1870  Mr.  Stivers  moved  to 
Kansas  and  for  four  years  he  published  the 
Daily  Patriot  at  Atchison,  which  was  at  that 
time  the  only  democratic  paper  in  Kansas. 
He  came  to  Iowa  in  1887  an^  purchased  the 
Burlington  Gazette,  which  he  has  success- 
fully conducted  since  that  time,  being  now 
assisted  by  his  son,  George  M.  In  1884  Mr. 
Stivers  built  a  street  car  line  in  Leavenworth, 
Kansas.  This  and  another  venture  of  a  sim- 
ilar nature  and  three  years  spent  in  the  gov- 
ernment service  as  inspector,  were  the  only 
breaks  in  Mr.  Stiver's  long  career  as  a  news- 
paper man,  which  has  been  attended  with 
gratifying  success. 

Ever  since  he  could  vote  Mr.  Stivers  has 
been  a  democrat,  though  he  did  not  fully  en- 
dorse the  regular  organization  of  his  party 
in  1897,  when  it  adhered  to  the  Chicago 
platform.  He  belongs  to  several  clubs  and 
societies,  but  has  no  church  membership.  He 
was  married  in  187.0  to  Miss  Frances  Met- 
calf  in  McConnellsville,  Ohio.  They  have 
two  children :  Carrie  and  George,  the  latter 
being  associated  with  his  father  in  the  pub- 
lication of  the  Evening  Gazette  and  the  Semi- 
Weekly  Gazette  at  Burlington.  Mr.  Stivers' 
brother,  Henry  Stivers,  was  formerly  editor 
of  the  Des  Moines  Leader.  While  he  is 
modest  and  unassuming,  Mr.  Stivers,  both 
in  his  capacity  as  editor  of  the  Gazette  and  as 
a  man  of  force  and  ideas,  exercises  a  large 
influence  in  the  state. 


STEWART,  David  T.,  A.  M.,  M.  D., 
was  born  in  Fairfield,  Jefferson  county,  Iowa, 
December  23,  1849,  an^  ls  °f  Scotch-Irish 
descent.  He  is  the  youngest  son  of  William 
and  Elizabeth  Stewart.  His  father  came  to 
this  state  in  the  early  forties  and  engaged 
in  agriculture.  In  1849,  James  Stewart  was 
drowned  in  the  Skunk  River,  and  his  brother 
William,  while  searching  for  the  body,  con- 
tracted a  cold  which  developed  into  a  fever 
and  terminated  in  his  death.  Shortly  after 
his  father's  death,  David  T.  was  born,  and 
his  mother,  having  a  number  of  small  chil- 
dren to  provide  for,  decided  she  could  dis- 
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charge  this  duty  better  among  relatives  and 
friends  than  in  a  frontier  country,  and  moved 
back  to  Coshocton  county,  Ohio.  When 
David  was  seven  years  old  his  mother  died, 
leaving  him  without  means  of  support.  He 
was  taken  to  live  with  an  uncle  and  remained 
with  him  until  he  was  fifteen  years  old.  His 
uncle  was  a  strict  Presbyterian,  and  during 
David's  few  years  spent  on  the  farm,  he  was 
a  regular  attendant  at  church  services  and 
was  well  disciplined  in  the  shorter  catechism 
and  in  church  history  in  general.  But,  al- 
though he  is  a  strong  advocate  of  Christian- 
ity and  all  influences  that  tend  to  elevate  hu- 


manity, he  has  not  connected  himself  with 
any  particular  church.  But  while  well 
adapted  physically  for  the  labors  of  farm 
life,  David  yearned  for  a  wider  field  for  the 
employment  of  his  yet  latent  faculties,  and 
left  the  farm  penniless  and  began  life  for 
himself.  By  industry,  frugality  and  a  keen 
desire  for  an  education,  he  succeeded  in 
earning  enough  money  during  the  summer 
months  to  enable  him  to  attend  school  during 
the  winter.  He  went  to  the  county  seat  of 
Coshocton  county,  hired  a  room  in  the  third 
story  and  boarded  himself.  This  he  did 
again  the  second  year,  and  by  close  applica- 


tion to  study  he  secured  a  certificate  the  fol- 
lowing year  and  began  teaching  at  one  dol- 
lar and  fifty  cents  per  day.  After  teaching 
two  years  he  was  able  to  pursue  his  educa- 
tion at  a  higher  institution  and  entered  the 
One  Study  University  at  Scio,  Ohio,  from 
which  he  graduated  in  due  time,  receiving 
the  degree  of  B.  S.  He  afterward  completed 
the  arts  course  and  received  the  degree  of 
A.  B.  and  in  the  following  year  was  elected 
to  the  chair  of  mathematics  in  his  alma 
mater,  which  position  he  held  one  year.  The 
following  year  he  came  west  and  accepted  a 
position  as  principal  of  one  of  the  graded 
schools  in  Edgar  county,  Illinois.  Realiz- 
ing the  great  need  of  strong  men  and  women 
in  the  teaching  profession  and  wishing  to 
fortify  himself  for  a  greater  field  of  useful- 
ness by  becoming  more  proficient  in  methods 
of  instruction  and  psychological  principles, 
he  entered  the  Illinois  State  Normal  for  a 
special  course.  After  completing  his  studies 
there  he  became  principal  of  the  Palestine 
schools  and  remained  in  that  position  until 
the  spring  of  1878,  when  he  decided  to  give 
up  teaching  for  the  practice  of  medicine.  He 
entered  Rush  Medical  College  in  the  fall  of 
1878  and  graduated  in  the  summer  of  1881. 
On  returning  to  Edgar  county,  Illinois,  he 
was  elected  county  superintendent  of  schools, 
which  position  he  held  for  four  years.  Dur- 
ing his  superintendency  he  instituted  a  sys- 
tem of  county  examinations,  and  established 
a  county  course  of  study,  by  which  he  suc- 
ceeded in  raising  the  standard  of  education 
until  the  graduates  from  the  county  course 
of  study  were  admitted  to  the  State  Uni- 
versity in  the  freshman  year  without  exam- 
ination. In  recognition  of  his  superior  labors 
in  behalf  of  education,  the  Scio  University 
conferreji  on  him  the  degree  of  A.  M.  Dur- 
ing his  superintendency  he  kept  up  his  studies 
in  the  medical  profession  and  affiliated  with 
state  and  county  medical  associations,  and 
at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office  in  1886 
he  came  to  Hartley,  Iowa,  where  he  has  since 
remained  in  the  continued  and  successful 
practice  of  medicine.  He  is  recognized  as 
one  of  the  strongest  physicians  in  the  state 
and  has  a  large  practice,  no  small  part  of 
which  is  office  practice  and  consultation. 

On  the  1 2th  day  of  December,  1882,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Nettie  Vale, 
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an  accomplished  and  estimable  lady  of 
Kansas,  Illinois.  They  have  three  children, 
two  girls  and  a  boy,  Veda,  Howard  and 
Dorothy  by  name,  and  enjoy  all  the  comforts 
of  a  well  regulated,  happy  and  refined  home. 
Dr.  Stewart  is  an  ardent  and  well  posted 
Mason,  has  progressed  in  the  art  as  far  as 
the  Commandery,  has  served  his  lodge  in 
nearly  all  its  offices,  and  is  a  worthy  mem- 
ber. He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fel- 
lows and  Knights  of  Pythias.  In  politics, 
he  is  a  republican  and  an  active  and  energetic 
member  whose  counsel  is  always  sought. 
During  all  his  years  of  service  to  the  party, 
his  principles  have  never  been  questioned. 
He  is  strong,  clean  and  reliable.  He  is  a 
leading  man  in  all  educational  work,  public- 
spirited  and  philanthropic,  contributing  lib- 
erally to  all  public  interests  and  to  every  call 
of  charity.  He  is  a  man  of  strong  indi- 
viduality, reliable  in  all  his  dealings,  a  care- 
ful student  in  all  problems  of  the  age,  and 
in  his  profession,  and  enjoys  the  confidence 
and  respect  of  his  community. 


STONE,  Thomas  Jefferson,  has  for 
more  than  thirty  years  been  widely  known 
throughout  northwesern  Iowa  as  one  of  the 
most  successful  business  men  of  that  sec- 
tion of  the  state.  He  was  the  son  of  a  New 
York  farmer  and  there  acquired  habits  of 
industry  that  in  later  years  led  to  marked 
success  in  ^everything  he  undertook.  He  was 
born  at  Royalton,  in  Niagara  county,  New 
York,  on  the  13th  of  August,  1825.  His 
parents  were  Isaiah  P.  and  Mercy  Sawyer 
Stone.  Thomas  J.  worked  on  his  father's 
farm  until  he  was  fifteen  years  of  age,  at- 
tending the  district  school  usually  three  or 
four  months  during  the  cold  weather  of  each 
year.  He  then  entered  Oberlin  College  with 
the  intention  of  taking  the  full  course,  but 
while  in  the  freshman  year  his  health  failed, 
and  he  had  to  leave  school  for  a  time.  He 
spent  some  months  in  the  high  school  at  Mt. 
Vernon,  Ohio,  when  his  health  had  improved, 
and  among  other  studies  he  acquired  some 
knowledge  of  land  surveying. 

In  1852  Mr.  Stone  married  Miss  Alice  A. 
Heathcoat,  of  Mt.  Vernon,  Ohio.  Soon 
after  he  went  farther  west,  and  for  several 


years  followed  surveying  in  Wisconsin  and 
Iowa.  He  found  employment  in  the  office 
of  the  treasurer  of  Linn  county,  Iowa,  for 
four  years  up  to  1856,  during  this  time  do- 
ing some  government  surveying.  Later  he 
engaged  in  the  banking  business  at  Marion, 
as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Smyth,  Stone  & 
Company. 

In  May,  1856,  Mr.  Stone  settled  at  the 
then  little  frontier  town  of  Sioux  City,  three 
hundred  miles  from  the  nearest  railroad. 
Nearly  all  of  northwestern  Iowa  was  then 
a  vast  uninhabited  region  of  prairie,  still 
owned  by  the  government,  over  which  In- 


dians, trappers  and  white  frontier  hunters 
pursued  deer,  elk  and  other  game  and  an- 
nually trapped  beaver,  mink  and  muskrats. 
The  few  widely  separated  settlements  were 
of  log  cabins  and  sod  houses,  built  in  the 
groves  along  the  rivers,  creeks  and  lakes. 
Mr.  Stone  secured  a  clerkship  in  the  office 
of  the  county  treasurer  soon  after  he  settled 
in  Sioux  City.  In  1861  he  was  elected  treas- 
urer and  recorder,  holding  the  office  several 
years.  This  position  enabled  him  to  secure  a 
very  large  business  in  paying  taxes  for  more 
than  a  thousand  persons.  Mr.  Stone  opened 
a  land  office  and  soon  built  up  a  good  busi- 
ness, entering  government    lands,    buying, 

Digitized  by  V^OOQ IC 


498 


PROGRESSIVE    MEN    OF   IOWA. 


selling  and  locating  land  warrants  and  scrip. 
He  was  not  only  a  careful,  capable  business 
man,  but  he  was  enterprising  and  far-seeing, 
and  besides  doing  a  large  business  for  others, 
his  knowledge  of  the  country  enabled  him  to 
make  good  investments  in  real  estate  in  early 
days,  which  brought  him  a  large  fortune  in 
later  years  when  the  frontier  town  became  a 
large  city.  For  many  years  he  carried  on 
the  most  extensive  real  estate  business  ever 
established  in  northwestern  Iowa.  In  1867 
he  opened  a  private  bank  in  connection  with 
his  land  business,  and  at  the  end  of  three 
years  he  and  others  organized  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Sioux  City ;  for  a  number  of 
years  he  was  its  cashier  and  a  large  stock- 
holder. For  many  years  Mr.  Stone  has  given 
his  undivided  personal  attention  to  the  bank 
which,  under  his  judicious  management,  has 
grown  into  a  strong  and  popular  institution. 
By  virtue  of  the  extensive  wholesale  and  job- 
bing trade  which  Sioux  City  has  in  Ne- 
braska, the  Dakotas  and  Minnesota,  the  First 
National  Bank  has  extensive  business  con- 
nections in  all  that  vast  northwestern  region. 
In  early  days  Mr.  Stone  foresaw  from  its  lo- 
cation that  Sioux  City  must  in  time  become 
a  large  and  important  place,  and  he  began 
to  purchase  lots  in  choice  locations,  which 
as  the  city  grew,  must  increase  rapidly  in 
value.  As  the  years  went  by  his  most  san- 
guine expectations  were  realized,  and  many 
of  the  lots  are  now  covered  with  some  of  the 
best  business  blocks  of  the  city.  He  early 
adopted  the  Astor  policy  of  securing  as  much 
real  estate  as  possible,  and  permitting  none 
of  it  to  go  outside  of  the  family. 

In  1882  Mr.  Stone's  wife  died,  and  in 
1886  he  married  Mrs.  Frances  A.  Flint,  a 
lady  devoted  to  charitable  work,  and  remem- 
bered in  connection  with  the  establishment 
of  the  Samaritan  Home  of  Sioux  City.  After 
a  brief  and  happy  life  together,  Mrs.  Stone 
died  June  29,  1891. 

Mr.  Stone  is  widely  known  as  a  man  of 
sterling  integrity,  of  decided  character  and 
untiring  energy.  He  is  a  republican  in  poli- 
tics, inclined  to  be  conservative,  is  strict  in 
adherence  to  the  principles  of  honor  and  fair 
dealing  that  have  secured  for  him  the  confi- 
dence and  esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens.  His 
son,  Edgar  H.  Stone,  is  one  of  the  brightest 
of  the  younger  business  men  of  Sioux  City. 


He  is  a  graduate  of  Yale  College,  and  has 
been  for  many  years  cashier  of  the  First 
National  Bank.  His  wife,  Lucia,  who  is  a 
daughter  of  the  late  Judge  George  G. 
Wright,  is  an  accomplished  woman,  prom- 
inent in  society.  The  daughter  of  T.  J. 
Stone  is  the  wife  of  George  P.  Day,  who  is 
cashier  of  the  Merchants'  National  Bank  of 
Sioux  City.  Recently  Mr.  Stone  was  again 
married  to  Mrs.  Emma  Hedges  at  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  and  they  now  reside  in  their  beautiful 
home  in  Sioux  City,  where  she  was  formerly 
for  several  years  a  teacher  in  the  public 
schools.  Much  credit  is  awarded  her  for  the 
high  reputation  attained  by  the  city  schools. 
She  is  a  noble  Christian  woman,  active  in 
church  and  charitable  work,  enjoying  the 
love  and  esteem  of  a  large  circle  of  friends. 


SHATTUCK,  Angus  Lorenzo,  Superin- 
tendent of  Schools  at  What  Cheer,  Keokuk 
county,  is  well  known  throughout  Iowa  as 
an  educator  and  author  of  school  text-books. 
He  has  been  closely  identified  with  educa- 
tional interests  since  he  came  to  the  state  in 
1869.  He  is  a  native  of  Canada,  born  in 
Springford,  Ontario,  May  31,  1848.  His 
father,  Joseph  E.  Shattuck,  was  born  in  the 
state  of  New  York,  at  Crown  Point  on  Lake 
Champlain,  where  he  lived  until  he  was  ten 
years  of  age.  He  then  went  with  his  par- 
ents to  Canada  and  in  the  following  years 
of  his  life  became  a  successful  farmer  and 
accumulated  a  goodly  portion  of  this  world's 
goods.  His  wife,  Margaret  Mclnnes  Shat- 
tuck, was  a  native  of  Scotland,  born  in 
Argyleshire,  and  came  to  Canada  when  eight 
years  old.  She  was  descended  from  the  Mc- 
Donald and  McGregor  clans. 

The  Shattuck  family  in  America  number 
about  10,000  and  are  descended  from  Wil- 
liam Shattuck,  who  came  from  England 
with  the  Puritans  in  1640  and  settled  at  Pep- 
perell,  a  suburb  of  Boston.  Many  members 
of  this  family  in  different  generations  have 
won  places  of  prominence  in  the  progress  of 
the  world  and  advanced  science,  literature, 
commerce  and  art,  while  others  won 
military  distinction  in  Colonial  and  Revolu- 
tionary Wars. 

Professor  Shattuck  secured  his  education 
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in  the  public  schools  and  normal  schools  of 
Ontario.  In  1869  he  passed  the  required 
examination  and  obtained  a  life  certificate 
for  Ontario  and  the  same  year  came  to  Iowa. 
He  located  first  at  Belle  Plaine,  but  after  a 
few  months  removed  to  Brooklyn,  Powe- 
shiek county,  and  entered  enthusiastically 
into  the  work  of  his  profession.  For  a  time 
he  taught  in  one  of  the  schools  in  Brooklyn 
and  then  as  principal  for  two  years.  He 
was  elected  county  superintendent  of  schools 
of  Poweshiek  county  and  served  four  years 
with  good  satisfaction.  He  was  called  to  fill 
the  position  which  he  now  holds  in  1891, 
and  his  continuous  work  in  What  Cheer  at- 
tests his  success.  He  is  the  author  of  the 
course  of  study  for  country  schools  issued 
by  State  Superintendent  Sabin  in  1891.  This 
course  has  been  extensively  used  in  Iowa 
and  other  states,  more  than  100,000  copies 
having  been  published.  He  has  also  given 
his  attention  to  poetry  and  is  the  author  of 
numerous  poems,  among  them  being  "The 
Tea  Party,"  and  "Their  Tents  Are  Pitched 
Beyond  the  Stars,"  the  latter  a  poem  for 
Memorial  Day  that  has  reached  a  wide  cir- 
culation. Three  text-books  also  bear  his 
name  as  author,  and  the  products  of  his  pen 
are  everywhere  recognized  as  being  of  high 


merit.  He  has  conducted  teachers'  institutes 
in  various  parts  of  the  state  and  holds  the 
highest  form  of  teachers'  certificate  granted 
in  this  state,  a  life  diploma. 

Professor  Shattuck  usually  affiliates  with 
the  republican  party.  He  belongs  to  the  Odd 
Fellows  and  Masons  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  church.  He  was  married  in  1881  to 
Miss  Emma  Adams,  of  Montezuma,  Iowa. 


STOVER,  M.  W.,  is  one  of  the  live  busi- 
ness men  of  Marengo.  His  birth  occurred 
in  Knox  county,  Ohio,  February  19,  1842. 
His  father,  George  Stover,  was  born  in  the 
Shenandoah  Valley  in  Virginia,  in  1808. 
His  grandfather  Matthias  Stover,  was  also 
born  in  Virginia,  but  was  of  German  descent. 
He  followed  the  calling  of  a  miller  and 
owned  mills  on  the  Shenandoah  river,  Vir- 
ginia. About  1820  he  moved  to  Ohio  and  at 
first  devoted  his  attention  to  milling  and 
later  to  farming  in  Muskingum  county.  Iowa 
county,  Iowa,  became  his  home  in  1858,  and 
here  he  was  called  from  life  in  i860,  at  the 
age  of  ninety  years.  The  early  life  of  M. 
W.  Stover  was  spent  on  a  farm  and  in  at- 
tending the  common  schools.  He  came  to 
Iowa  with  his  parents  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
years,  and  for  some  time  was  a  pupil  in  the 
pioneer  schools  of  Iowa  county.  In  the  fall 
of  1859  he  entered  Western  College,  Linn 
county,  Iowa,  where  he  remained  until  after 
the  firing  on  Ft.  Sumpter,  when  he  dropped 
his  books  to  enlist  in  the  service  of  his  coun- 
try. In  August  he  became  a  member  of 
Company  K,  Twenty-second  Iowa  Infantry. 
The  winter  of  1862  and  1863  was  spent  in 
Missouri,  doing  general  duty  and  watching 
the  movements  of  General  Sterling  Price. 
In  March,  1863,  the  regiment  was  sent  south 
and  was  in  the  battles  of  Magnolia  Hills, 
Port  Gibson,  Champion  Hill,  Edmond  Sta- 
tion, Black  River  and  the  Siege  of  Vicks- 
burg.  While  making  a  charge  in  the  rear  of 
Vicksburg,  May  22,  1863,  he  was  struck  by 
a  minnie-ball  in  the  right  arm,  which  so 
badly  shattered  it  that  amputation  was  found 
necessary,  and  the  arm  was  taken  off  a  little 
below  the  shoulder.  After  a  few  weeks  in 
the  hospital  he  was  sent,  to  General  Rose- 
crans'  headquarters  at  St.  Louis,  where  he  ^ 
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did  provost  duty  until  June  9,  1864,  when  he 
was  honorably  discharged.  At  Vicksburg 
he  held  the  rank  of  Second  Sergeant,  and 
had  charge  of  his  company  at  the  time  he  was 
wounded. 

He  returned  to  his  home  in  Iowa  and  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  shipping  stock  in  sum- 
mer and  in  teaching  school  in  winter  until 
1868,  when  he  was  elected  county  recorder 
in  the  fall  of  that  year,  locating  in  Marengo 
and  assuming  the  duties  of  his  position.  He 
was  twice  re-elected  to  this  position  by  his 
numerous  republican  friends,  and  while  fill- 
ing this  position  he  gradually  drifted  into 
the  abstract  of  title,  real  estate,  loan  and  in- 
surance business,  and  has  continued  in  this 
line  of  work.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
school  board  for  fifteen  years  and  ten  years 
its  president.  Mr.  Stover  assisted  in  organ- 
izing the  Marengo  Savings  Bank  in  1880, 
and  has  been  one  of  its  directors,  its  vice- 
president  and  is  now  its  president.  He  owns 
large  landed  interests  in  the  county  and  else- 
where in  the  state,  and  has  a  ranch  of  one 
thousand  acres  five  miles  from  Algona, 
Iowa,  nicely  stocked  with  horses  and  cattle. 
He  has  a  beautiful  residence  in  Marengo, 
and  is  in  the  enjoyment  of  .1    competency 


which  has  been  gained  by  hard  labor.  He 
was  married  February  19,  1866,  to  Miss 
Laura  Ricord,  daughter  of  Edward  R.  Ric- 
ord,  the  first  settler  in  the  county,  who  built 
the  first  house  in  Iowa  county.  Mrs.  Stover 
was  born  in  Greene  township,  November  19, 
1844,  the  first  white  child  born  in  the  county. 
She  was  educated  at  the  State  University 
of  Iowa,  and  is  a  lady  of  culture  and  refine- 
ment. The  Stover  family  circle  consists  of 
six  children:  Edward  Lee,  Lieutenant-col- 
onel of  the  First  South  Dakota  Volunteers, 
which  served  in  the  Philippines ;  Dr.  Bruce 
H.  now  practicing  medicine  at  Carroll,  Iowa ; 
Albert  M.,  in  business  with  his  father  at 
Marengo;  Roy  Walter,  Sergeant  Major  of 
the  First  South  Dakota  Volunteers,  who 
died  at  Manila,  P.  I.,  October  21,  1898;  Ada 
Laura,  who  died  in  Marengo,  Iowa,  Octo- 
ber 29,  1895;  Ralph  Emerson,  who  died 
June  30,  1890. 


RICORD,  Edward  R.,  born  at  Lewiston, 
Delaware,  February,  1818,  traces  his  ances- 
try back  to  the  first  settlement  of  the  col- 
onies and  is  of  English  descent.  In  1839 
the  country  was  flooded  with  glowing  ac- 
counts of  the  fine  climate  and  fertile  soil  of 
Iowa  "The  Beautiful  Land,"  and  Edward 
Ricord  having,  with  youth  and  strength,  an 
adventuresome  disposition,  joined  the  army 
of  those  seeking  homes  in  "The  Beautiful 
Land,"  and,  after  various  adventures,  lo- 
cated a  squatter's  claim  just  east  of  the  fron- 
tier boundary  line  in  1837,  on  a  narrow  strip 
of  land  lying  between  that  line  and  Johnson 
county,  in  what  is  now  Iowa  county,  and  so 
the  history  of  Iowa  county  begins  with  Ed- 
ward R.  Ricord.  He  located  the  first  claim, 
built  the  first  cabin  and  to  this  humble  home 
in  May,  1840,  brought  his  wife  and  child 
and  thus  established  the  first  settlement  in 
Iowa  county.  In  this  home  was  born  the 
first  white  child  in  Iowa  county — Laura  Ri- 
cord, now  the  wife  of  M.  W.  Stover  of  Mar- 
engo. Mr.  Ricord  assisted  in  organizing  the 
county  and  the  first  election  was  held  in  his 
cabin.  The  first  school  was  held  in  a  room 
in  his  house  and  later  his  wife  was  superin- 
tendent of  the  first  Sabbath  school  in  Iowa 
county. 
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STAPLETON,  Thomas,  of  Marengo,  is 
among  the  best  known  lawyers  of  Iowa 
county.  His  ancestors  were  for  several  gen- 
erations natives  of  Ireland,  where  both  his 
parents  were  born.  His  father,  Martin  Sta- 
pleton,  came  to  this  country  when  quite 
young.  He  now  resides  in  Lime  Creek 
township,  Washington  county,  Iowa,  where 
he  is  engaged  in  farming  and  stock  raising, 
his  farm  comprising  620  acres,  well  improved 
and  equipped.  Mr.  Stapleton's  mother,  Mary 
Carroll,  came  from  Ireland  when  she  was 
eleven  years  old.  She  was  married  to  Mar- 
tin Stapleton  at  Michigan  City,  Indiana,  and 
with  him  resides  on  the  farm  in  Washing- 
ton county. 

Thomas  Stapleton  was  born  May  24,  1854, 
in  Bloomington,  Illinois,  but  when  he  was 
only  eighteen  months  old,  his  parents  re- 
moved to  Iowa  and  settled  on  a  farm  in 
Washington  county.  Here  he  spent  all  his 
early  life,  attending  the  country  school  in 
the  winter  and  working  on  the  farm  in  the 
summer.  In  1873,  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  he 
entered  the  State  University  and  pursued  the 
classical  course  until  the  opening  of  the 
school  year  of  1877,  when  he  entered  the 
law  department,  from  which  he  graduated 
June  20,  1878,  thereby  receiving  his  certifi- 
cate of  admission  to  practice  in  all  the  courts 
of  the  state.  Owing  to  poor  health  he  did 
not  begin  practicing  at  once,  but  waited  un- 
til April  9,  1880,  when  he  opened  an  office 
at  Marengo,  his  present  home,  taking  as  a 
partner  Mr.  J.  C.  Dinwiddie,  who  is  now 
treasurer  of  Iowa  county.  This  partnership 
continued  until  January  1,  1884,  Mr.  Din- 
widdie retiring  at  that  time  to  become  a  jour- 
nalist. After  the  dissolution  of  this  part- 
nership Mr.  Stapleton  accepted  the  apoint- 
ment  to  the  office  of  county  attorney,  tend- 
ered him  by  the  board  of  supervisors,  and 
held  the  office  by  successive  appointments  for 
three  years.  In  September,  1886,  the  office 
of  district  attorney  having  been  abolished 
and  that  of  county  attorney  created,  he  was 
nominated  for  the  new  office  by  the  demo- 
cratic party,  and  elected  at  the  following  elec- 
tion. He  again  received  the  nomination  in 
1888  and  was  re-elected,  finally  retiring  Jan- 
uary 1,  1 89 1.  Since  then  he  has  devoted 
himself  to  his  practice,  which  is  increasing, 


and  in  which  he  has  been  deservedly  success- 
ful. 

Mr.  Stapleton  has  always  been  actively  in- 
terested in  the  welfare  of  the  democratic 
party,  and  ever  since  he  was  old  enough  has 
been  connected  with  the  local  organizations. 
He  served  as  chairman  oi  the  county  central 
committee  several  years,  and  is  still  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Iowa  county  central  committee. 
During  the  presidential  campaign  of  1896 
his  name  was  on  the  Bryan  ticket  as  a  candi- 
date for  elector  from  the  Second  Iowa  dis- 
trict. 

Mr.  Stapleton  was  married  June  22,  1880, 
to  Subenia  Rielley,  and  to  them  three  chil- 
dren have  been  born:  John  E.,  born  in  1882; 
Helen  M.,  born  in  1887,  and  Subenia  I.,  bom 
in  1895. 


RANDALL,  Andrew  Van  Sant,  who 
served  two  terms  as  postmaster  at  Ocheye- 
dan,  Osceola  county,  was  born  at  Attleboro, 
now  Langhorne,  Buck's  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, April  10,  1842,  and  is  of  Scotch-Irish 
descent.  The  place  of  his  birth  is  situated 
about  seven  miles  from  Penn's  Manor,  the 
original  homestead  of  William  Penn.     His 
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father,  Isaac  Randall,  was  a  stonemason  by 
trade  and  helped  build  the  Hicksite  Quaker 
church  at  Attleboro,  and  was  also  employed 
in  ihe  work  of  building  the  original  Ortho- 
dox Ouakcr  church  there,  as  well  as  the  stone 
wall  which  surrounds  the  graveyard.  The 
r  )t^er  comes  of  the  noted  Vansant  stock, 
the  orthography  of  which  was  formerly 
Vanzantd. 

His  father  died  when  Andrew  was  six 
years  of  age,  and  the  boy  was  placed  with 
an  uncle  on  the  farm,  where  he  remained 
nir.il  he  was  sixteen.  At  this  time  his  mother 
was  taken  away,  and  the  boy  was  given  over 


to  a  blacksmith  to  serve  an  apprenticeship 
at  that  tra«:!e.  He  had  been  given  the  benefit 
of  early  school  privileges,  first  in  a  subscrip- 
tion school  and  later  in  the  common  schools. 
His  tirst  money  was  earned  by  gathering 
shcllbark  hickory  nuts  in  the  mountains  and 
selling  them  in  Philadelphia.  He  enlisted  in 
the  Union  army  September  12,  1861,  in 
Company  K,  One  Hundred  and  Fourth 
Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  served 
until  September  30,  1864,  when  he  re-en- 
listed in  Company  A,  Third  Regiment 
United  States  Veteran  Volunteers,  Han- 
cock's Corps.     He  was  a  private  and  non- 


commissioned officer  in  the  Peninsular  cam- 
paign of  1862,  and  participated  in  the  bat- 
tles of  Warwick,  Yorktown,  Williamsburg, 
Dispatch  Station,  Bottom's  Bridge,  Seven 
Pines,  Fair  Oaks  and  the  seven  day's  fight 
ending  at  Malvern  Hill,  Siege  of  Charles- 
ton, Ft.  Wagoner,  John's  Island,  James  Is- 
land in  Florida  and  numerous  minor  engage- 
ments. He  served  on  the  famous  "Swamp 
Angel. "  During  his  second  service  he  was 
stationed  at  Philadelphia,  Washington  and 
Ft.  Snelling,  Minnesota,  where  he  was  dis- 
charged February  17,  1866.  He  assisted  to 
guard  and  execute  the  sentence  of  death 
upon  the  Indians  guilty  of  the  Minnesota 
massacre  of  1861,  among  whom  were  Medi- 
cine Bottle  and  Wa-kan-o-zan-zan. 

He  came  to  Nobles  county,  Minnesota,  in 
1876  and  to  Iowa  in  1879  and  located  in 
Horton  township,  Osceola  county,  on  home- 
stead land,  and  among  the  grasshoppers  with 
which  that  section  was  at  the  time  being 
afflicted.  He  was  chosen  to  fill  the  various 
township  offices,  and  in  1886  was  appointed 
postmaster  of  Ocheyedan,  which  position  he 
held  until  1889.  He  was  reappointed  in 
1894  and  made  a  record  for  efficiency  not 
reached  by  any  previous  official.  In  politics 
he  is  a  democrat,  and  was  of  that  political 
faith  during  the  war',  although  holding 
strong  abolition  views.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Odd  Fellows,  G.  A.  R.  and  Masonic  or- 
ders. He  was  born  of  Quaker  parentage  and 
was  reared  a  Presbyterian,  but  attends  all 
churches,  giving  to  the  support  of  all  de- 
nominations. He  is  strongly  opposed  to  sec- 
tarianism. He  was  married  October  13, 
1866,  to  Miss  Mary  N.  Smith  of  Buck's 
county,  Pennsylvania.  They  have  five  chil- 
dren, three  daughters  and  two  sons,  as  fol- 
lows: Allie  V.,  born  in  Gardenville,  Penn- 
sylvania, June  8,  1867,  and  married  to  E.  O. 
Manville;  Emma  M.,  born  in  Plumpstead, 
Pennsylvania,  November  20,  1868,  and  mar- 
ried to  Albert  D.  Moreland;  Hannah  M., 
born  at  the  same  place,  May  31,  1871,  and 
married  to  B.  D.  Dravis;  John  H.,  born  at 
the  same  place,  March  14,  1873,  and  Solo- 
mon E.  S.,  born  in  Bigelow,  Minnesota, 
March  18,  1879.  At  this  date  five  grand- 
children are  living,  four  granddaughters  and 
one  grandson. 
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RONNA,  Jurgen  F.,  vice-president  of 
the  Exchange  State  Bank  of  Walnut,  is  a 
native  of  Germany.  He  was  born  June  17, 
1848,  in  Meggerdorf,  Province  Schleswig, 
Germany.  His  father,  John  Ronna,  was  a 
teacher  in  the  schools  of  Germany.  His 
mother  was  Elsabe  Frahm  Ronna.  The  boy 
Jurgen  was  educated  in  the  common  and 
high  schools  of  the  Fatherland  and  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  earned  his  first  money  as  a 
teacher  in  the  public  schools,  at  a  salary  of 
$50  per  year.  He  taught  four  years.  At 
the  age  of  twenty  he  came  to  America  and 
located  at  Lyons.  Iowa,  and  for  four  years 


occupied  a  place  as  a  clerk  in  a  clothing  store. 
He  made  a  visit  of  four  months  to  his  native 
land  and  returning  to  Lyons  engaged  in  the 
hardware  business.  Two  years  later  he  gave 
up  the  hardware  business,  was  married  to 
Catherine  Dierks  of  Lyons  on  March  7, 
1874,  and  moved  to  Pottawattamie  county, 
eight  and  one-half  miles  from  Walnut,  and 
became  a  farmer.  In  1879  he  became  a  resi- 
dent of  Walnut,  and  in  partnership  with  J. 
B.  Johannsen  entered  into  the  general  mer- 
chandise business.  In  two  years  he  pur- 
chased his  partner's  interest  and  continued 
the  business  alone  for  one  year,  when  an- 
other |>artnership  was  formed  with  Julius 


Hector  and  the  firm  still  continues  in  the 
general  merchandise  business.  Mr.  Ronna 
became  a  stockholder  in  the  Exchange  State 
Bank  in  1890  and  since  that  time  has  served 
as  director  and  vice-president. 

Mr.  Ronna's  worth  as  a  good  and  able 
citizen  has  been  given  recognition  by  his  fel- 
low citizens  in  the  election  to  the  office  of 
school  director  and  to  the  office  of  mayor, 
in  which  capacity  he  has  served  two  terms. 
He  is  a  staunch  democrat.  Mr.  Ronna  is  a 
prominent  Mason  and  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and 
the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen.  In 
religious  belief  he  is  a  Lutheran.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ronna  have  five  children,  namely :  Otto, 
born  December  19,  1874;  Anna,  born  Octo- 
ber 11,  1876;  Julius,  born  January  15,  1878; 
Alvina,  born  July  15,  1880,  and  Leona,  born 
August  29,  1883. 


RANDOLPH,  Dr.  Hiram  F.,  of  Correc- 
tionville,  Woodbury  county,  a  prominent 
young  dentist,  was  born  in  Morrow  coun- 
ty, Ohio,  May  10,  1866.  His  father,  Hiram 
F.  Randolph,  resided  during  the  later  years 
of  his  life  on  a  large  farm  in  Iowa,  where 
he  died  September  2,  1892.  He  had  lived 
previous  to  1866  in  Ohio,  where  he  had  held 
a  number  of  important  offices,  having  Held 
the  rank  of  major  general  of  the  Ohio  state 
militia.  He  was  a  descendant  of  the  Ran- 
dolph family  of  Virginia,  while  his  mother 
belonged  to  the  Lee  family  of  Virginia.  Dr. 
Randolph's  mother,  Lydia  Glidden,  was  a 
daughter  of  Dr.  T.  P.  Glidden  of  Carding- 
ton,  Ohio,  a  physician  of  some  note.  She 
was  educated  at  Delaware  College  and 
Worthington  Female  Seminary.  Her  peo- 
ple were  of  good  stock.  Many  of  the  family 
have  been  physicians,  one,  a  graduate  of  the 
Harvard  Medical  School,  was  a  brigade 
surgeon  during  the  civil  war.  Hiram  was 
well  educated  in  the  common  branches  in 
the  district  schools  near  his  old  home.  Later 
he  attended  the  high  school  at  Belle  Plaine, 
Iowa.  He  received  his  professional  educa- 
tion at  the  Iowa  State  University,  graduating 
from  the  dental  department  in  1892.  He 
came  to  Iowa  when  a  child  with  his  parents, 
who  settled  on  a  farm  near  Koszta,  Iowa 
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Hahnemann  Medical  Association  of  the 
county.  He  was  a  famous  grain  stacker 
when  a  youthful  farmer,  and  received  his 
first  money  away  from  home  for  stacking 
grain  for  neighbors.  He  was  proud  of  his 
accomplishment  in  this  line.  After  he  began 
the  study  of  dentistry,  he  spent  his  vaca- 
tions studying  under  Dr.  Brewer  of  Belle 
Plaine.  After  graduation  he  located  at 
Correctionville,  where  he  has  practiced 
his  profession  ever  since,  being  asso- 
ciated with  Dr.  Craine.  The  Doctor  is  an 
enthusiast  in  his  work  and  greatly  enjoys 
the  study  and  practice  of  his  chosen  profes- 


sion. He  is  a  lifelong  democrat  and  thor- 
oughly believes  in  his  party,  and  takes  an  in- 
tense interest  in  many  public  questions.  He 
belongs  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  the  Woodmen  and 
Masonic  lodges,  and  finds  them  all  good, 
helpful  and  interesting.  He  is  also  affiliated 
with  the  Methodist  church.  He  was  mar- 
ried September  12,  1895,  t0  Miss  Minnie, 
daughter  of  E.  A.  Hall,  a  merchant  of  Cor- 
rectionville. They  have  one  son,  Ronald  F. 
Randolph,  born  April  12,  1897. 


geons  of  Sioux  City,  is  a  native  of  Wiscon- 
sin, born  near  Omro,  August  12,  1852.  Wil- 
liam H.  Remington,  his  father,  was  a  native 
of  New  York,  born  in  1821,  and  his  ances- 
tors came  from  Germany.  Hester  A.  Rem- 
ington, the  mother  of  the  Doctor,  was  born 
in  Maine  in  1831  and  descended  from  Pur- 
itan ancestry.  Young  Remington  received 
his  early  training  in  the  graded  school  and 
the  high  school  of  Omro,  Wisconsin,  which 
at  that  time  enjoyed  an  excellent  reputation. 
His  college  education  was  secured  at  the 
State  University  of  Iowa  at  Iowa  City.  In 
1 87 1  he  located  at  Sioux  City  in  the  practice 


REMINGTON,   Dr.   Frederick   Adel- 
bert,  one  of  the  leading  physicians  and  sur- 


of  his  profession  of  medicine  and  surgery 
and  has  met  with  much  merited  success.  For 
one  term,  1883-4,  he  was  superintendent  of 
the  public  schools  of  Sanborn  county,  South 
Dakota.  Dr.  Remington  returned  to  the 
State  University  of  Iowa  to  take  a  homeo- 
pathic course  and  was  graduated  from  that 
department  March  4,  1884.  F°r  the  past 
eight  years  he  has  given  special  attention  to 
the  surgical  branch  of  his  profession  and  has 
been  more  than  usually  successful.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Homeopathic  Medical  Asso- 
ciation of  Sioux  City,  the  Missouri  Valley 
Homeopathic  Medical  Association  and  the 
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State  of  Iowa.  He  is  a  Mason  and  Knight 
Templar,  and  a  member  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  Amer- 
ica. 

On  October  12,  1877,  he  was  married  to 
Xettie  E.  Reese  of  Pleasant  Grove,  Minne- 
sota. They  have  had  three  children,  only 
one  of  whom  is  now  living,  Earl  Clair,  born 
September  19,  1885.  The  Doctor  has  al- 
ways been  identified  with  the  republican 
party  and  is  a  member  of  the  First  Baptist 
church  of  Sioux  City. 


RICE,  Henry  Sebastan,  of  Renwick, 
was  born  near  Kissingen  in  the  Kingdom  of 
Bavaria,  Germany,  July  15,  1842.  He  came 
with  his  parents  to  the  United  States  in  1847 
and  located  near  Rochester,  New  York. 
There  he  remained  until  the  breaking  out  of 
the  civil  war,  when  he  became  one  of  the 
Union's  defenders.  He  enlisted  as  a  private 
in  Company  G,  One  Hundred  and  Eighth 
Xew  York  Volunteer  Infantry,  on  July  15, 
1862,  and  served  in  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac, Second  Corps,  to  the  close  of  the  war. 
His  military  record  is  a  glorious  one.  Not 
an  engagement  of  any  importance  did  he 
miss  from  Antietam  until  Lee  surrendered. 
He  was  wounded  at  Bristol  Station,  at 
Gettysburg  and  again  during  the  terrible 
struggle  in  the  Wilderness.  He  was  honor- 
ably discharged  June  1,  1865,  with  the  rank 
of  Orderly  Sergeant.  In  1867  he  came  to 
Iowa  and  engaged  in  the  nursery  business 
at  Clinton,  where  he  remained  for  two  years, 
then  removed  to  Grundy  county  and  located 
on  a  farm.  Still  hoping  to  better  his  condi- 
tion, he  again  moved  in  1883,  this  time  to 
Humboldt  county,  where  he  embarked  in  the 
grain  and  live  stock  business.  This  was  con- 
tinued until  1892,  when  he  disposed  of  the 
grain  business  and  started  a  lumber  yard, 
which  he  has  successfully  operated  ever  since. 
His  talents  for  business  have  frequently  been 
called  into  use  by  his  fellow  citizens,  and  as 
an  especial  mark  of  esteem  he  was  made  the 
first  mayor  of  Renwick.  Although  not  a 
man  of  college  education,  he  is  a  practical, 
common  sense  business  man  and  useful  citi-  . 
zen,  a  figure  of  energy  and  character,  and 
during  the  whole  of  his  active  life  has  at- 
35 


tracted  attention  because  of  his  distinct  per- 
sonality and  broad  information.  Mr.  Rice 
has  always  l>een  a  republican  and  active  and 
influential  in  county  politics.  He  is  a  char- 
ter member  of  C.  H.  Packard  Post,  G.  A.  R., 
and  also  a  charter  member  of  Renwick 
Lodge,  No.  484,  I.  O.  ().  F.,  of  which  he  is  a 
past  grand.  In  financial  circles  he  is  quite 
prominent,  being  the  vice-president  of  the 
State  Bank  of  Renwick.  He  was  married  to 
Miss  Celia  Howland  in  Whiteside  county, 
Illinois,  in  1870.  They  have  three  sons  and 
five  daughters,  all  living. 


PATTISON,  Dr.  Israel,  of  Oelwein,  is 
a  native  of  New  Canada,  l>orn  in  1840.  In 
June,  1870,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Alice 
Coleman.  She  was  born  in  New  Canada  in 
1849.  They  have  four  children :  Mary,  born 
July  7,  1 87 1 ;  Allice  C,  born  October  10, 
1872 ;  John  J.,  born  June  3.  1874 ;  Dilly,  born 
January  16,  1876.  The  Doctor  is  a  pioneer 
of  Fayette  county,  coming  to  this  section  in 
1870,  when  the  county  was  but  thinly  set- 
tled, and  the  people  very  poor,  and  the  coun- 
try in  general  not  yet  recovered  from  the  ef- 
fects of  the  war.     He  had  been  through  the 
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civil  war,  serving  about  five  years,  was 
wounded  and  badly  disabled  and  deprived  of 
an  opportunity  to  procure  an  education  at  a 
time  in  life  when  it  was  hard  to  repair  the 
loss.  He  was  over  twenty-five  years  old 
when  he  left  the  service.  His  first  location 
in  Fayette  county  was  at  Otsego.  There  he 
began  the  practice  of  his  profession,  and  was 
made  postmaster.  In  1873  he  moved  the  of- 
fice to  the  present  site,  Oelwein,  then  a  mere 
settlement.  He  has  continued  his  practice  at 
this  place  ever  since,  and  it  has  grown  to  be 
extensive  and  lucrative. 

Dr.  Pattison  is  a  graduate  of  the  Buffalo 
University  of  Medicine  at  Buffalo,  New 
York,  and  has  been  actively  engaged  in  prac- 
tice for  thirty-five  years.  He  left  the  med- 
ical school  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebel- 
lion and  entered  the  volunteers.  He  was 
wounded  and  badly  disabled  at  Culpepper 
Court  House  in  1864,  and  so  severe  was  the 
injury  that  he  was  soon  thereafter  dis- 
charged. While  his  wounds  were  yet  but 
partially  healed,  he  re-entered  college  and 
graduated  in  medicine,  and  re-entered  the 
service,  this  time  as  assistant  surgeon 
in  the  One  Hundred  and  Eighty-seventh 
New  York  Volunteers.  He  was  thereafter 
attached  to  the  flying  hospital  and  continued 
in  service  until  the  close  of  the  war,  being 
mustered  out  on  July  3,  1865.  He  was  elect- 
ed to  the  Iowa  Legislature  in  1893  to  serve 
in  the  lower  house  in  the  Twenty-fifth  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  where  he  rendered  good  and 
valuable  service.  He  and  his  wife  affiliate 
with  the  Episcopal  church.  Dr.  Pattison  is 
fair  in  politics,  as  in  everything,  is  liberal  in 
religion,  and  while  a  member  of  the  repub- 
lican party,  he  is  highly  esteemed  by  demo- 
crats for  his  fairness. 


WOODBRIDGE,  Dr.  Ward,  of  Central 
City,  was  born  in  McDonough  county,  Illi- 
nois, December  2$,  1848.  He  came  of  nota- 
ble ancestry  on  his  father's  side,  which  can 
be  traced  back  to  Rev.  John  Woodbridge, 
who  was  born  in  Wiltshire,  England,  in 
1492.  His  grandson,  Rev.  John  Wood 
bridge,  was  born  in  Stanton,  Wiltshire,  Eng- 
land in  1 614.  He  came  to  America  in  1634 
in  the  ship  William  and  Mary  and  settled  in 


Newberry,  Massachusetts,  where  he  died  id 
1 69 1.  He  assisted  in  forming  and  founding 
the  town  of  Andover  and  was  the  first  minis- 
ter of  that  place.  He  was  the  progenitor  0/ 
all  the  American  Woodbridges  and  noted  foi 
his  piety  and  learning,  possessing  all  th* 
qualities  of  a  good  citizen,  friend  and  coun 
selor,  which  sterling  qualities  are  duplicated 
in  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Dr.  Wood 
bridge's  father,  Edward  Woodbridge,  was  a 
native  of  Hartford,  Connecticut,  and  a  stu- 
dent of  Yale  College.  He  came  to  Illinois  in 
1829,  removing  to  Iowa  in  1866,  and  died 
in  Cedar  Rapids  in  1884.    He  was  a  farmer, 


a  Whig,  a  "black  abolitionist,"  a  republican 
and  an  honored  citizen  of  his  town.  Dr. 
Woodbridge's  mother,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Nancy  A.  Haggerty,  was  born  in  Ken- 
tucky in  1 810  and  died  in  Cedar  Rapids  in 
1876.    She  was  of  Irish  lineage. 

Dr.  Woodbridge  earned  his  first  money  by 
chopping  cord  wood  when  thirteen  years  of 
age  and  dropping  corn  on  a  planter.  His 
education  was  common  school  and  academic 
until  he  entered  Rush  Medical  College,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  188 1.  He  began 
the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Waubeek. 
Iowa,  pursuing  it  successfully  there  for  ten 
years,  when  he  removed  to  Central    City. 
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where  he  is  a  leading  practitioner.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Iowa  Union  Medical  Society 
and  was  its  president  in  1896.  He  is  the 
author  of  a  large  number  of  very  interesting 
papers  on  medical  subjects.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Iowa  State  Medical  Society. 
He  is  a  frequent  contributor  to  professional 
journals  and  often  delivers  public  addresses. 
He  has  been  a  life  long  republican  and  was 
a  member  of  the  Linn  county  central  com- 
mittee in  1896,  doing  heroic  service  for  the 
cause  of  sound  money.  He  is  a  Royal  Arch 
Mason  and  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church. 
In  1896  he  was  honored  by  the  citizens  of 
his  town  with  the  office  of  mayor,  and  was 
so  popular  that  he  was  importuned  to  keep 
the  office.  Every  progressive  movement  in 
the  community  has  been  led  by  him,  and  his 
popularity,  based  upon  his  geniality,  his 
courage,  his  wisdom  and  his  rare  ability  in 
civic  affairs,  has  placed  him  in  the  position 
of  a  leader,  and  a  citizen  that  the  state  of 
Iowa  may  well  own  with  pride. 

Dr.  Woodbridge  was  married  in  1872  to 
Emma  E.  Jordan,  of  Waubeek,  Iowa.  Her 
death  occurred  in  Waubeek,  February  24, 
1885.  They  had  two  children,  Chandler, 
born  July  2,  1875,  and  Edward,  born  June 

22,  1877,  who  selected  the  law  for  his  pro- 
fession. The  Doctor  was  again  married 
November  26,  1886,  to  Laura  E.  Bennett. 
They  have  two  children :  Dudley,  born  June 

23,  1894,  and  Mahala,  born  April  22,  1897. 


WHITLOCK,  Charles,  a  highly  es- 
teemed citizen  of  West  Point,  Lee  county, 
was  a  resident  of  the  state  for  sixty  years, 
during  all  of  which  time  he  enjoyed  the  high- 
est respect  of  his  fellow  townsmen.  He  was 
a  native  of  Germany,  born  in  the  Kingdom 
of  Prussia,  March  12,  1834,  and  he  died  at 
his  home  in  West  Point,  February  19,  1899. 
His  father,  Frederick  Whitlock,  with  his 
wife  and  six  children,  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  in  1836  and  settled  in  Day- 
ton, Ohio.  In  a  short  time  they  crossed  the 
Mississippi  to  St.  Louis,  and  a  little  later 
came  into  Van  Buren  county,  Iowa,  and  lo- 
cated near  Farmington,'  where  the  father 
bought  a  claim  and  went  to  work  at  his 
trade,  that  of  millwright.    He  erected  a  grist 


mill  and  saw  mill  near  Farmington,  having 
previously  learned  the  miller's  trade  also, 
and  with  the  assistance  of  his  sons  he  oper- 
ated the  mill  for  a  number  of  years.  He 
died  in  1848,  but  his  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Caroline  Shultz,  survived  him  un- 
til 1876.  All  the  children  are  living  except 
two  daughters.  Three  years  after  his  fath- 
er's death,  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  Charles 
Whitlock  began  an  apprenticeship  at  the  cab- 
inet maker's  trade  under  his  older  brother, 
Fred  W.  He  subsequently  took  up  carpen- 
tering and  painting  and  after  moving  to 
West  Point  in  1856  followed  the  two  occu- 


pations until  1878,  when  he  abandoned  me- 
chanical labor  and  engaged  in  the  lumber 
trade.  Subsequently  he  dealt  in  grain  and 
became  interested  in  bee  keeping.  He  still 
carried  on  the  bee  and  honey  business  and 
was  very  successful,  having  made  a  close 
study  of  the  habits  and  life  of  bees  for  many 
years.  He  was  a  leader  in  this  line  of  work, 
and  was  president  of  the  West  Point  Bee 
Keepers'  Association.  Mr.  Whitlock  was 
very  successful  in  all  his  business  ventures 
and  at  the  time  of  his  death  owned  a  large 
amount  of  real  estate  in  West  Point.  He 
was  married  in  1858  to  Miss  Anna  Wurster 
of  Ohio,  who  came  to  Iowa  with  her  parents 
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when  a  child.  She  lived  but  five  years  and 
was  the  mother  of  one  child,  Henry  W.,  born 
October  14,  1859,  who  is  a  salesman  for  the 
Detroit  Stove  Works  in  Chicago.  He  was 
married  January  25,  1894,  to  Miss  Millie 
Watson,  of  Chicago,  who  died  two  years 
later.  Mr.  Whitlock's  second  wife  was  Bar- 
bara Strohm,  a  native  of  Germany,  who  came 
to  this  country  when  five  years  old.  This 
marriage  occurred  December  24,  1864.  Six 
children  have  been  born  to  them,  all  living 
but  one,  who  met  a  painful  death  by  falling 
into  a  tub  of  hot  water  when  three  years 
old.  Those  living  are :  Emma  C,  born  Feb- 
ruary s,  1868,  wife  of  Al  Link,  now  mayor 
of  West  Point;  Lizzie  A.,  born  February  14, 
1870,  wife  of  Professor  John  McCulloch; 
Edward  C,  born  January  24,  1872,  tele- 
graph operator  at  West  Point,  who  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Kate  Sayers;  Clara  A.,  born 
July  21,  1873,  living  at  home,  and  John  W., 
born  February  12,  1876,  now  conducting  a 
hardware  store  in  Libertyville.  The  family 
occupies  a  handsome  home  and  enjoys  all 
the  comforts  and  many  of  the  luxuries  of 
life.  Mrs.  Whitlock  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  church.  Mr.  Whitlock,  when  he 
died,  was  steward,  trustee  and  Sunday  school 
superintendent.  He  was  president  of  the 
Sunday  School  Association  of  the  township,  . 
which  holds  its  meetings  annually.  He  had 
long  been  prominently  identified  with  pub- 
lic affairs  in  his  vicinity  and  contributed  of 
his  time  and  means  to  the  support  of  every 
worthy  object.  He  was  a  director  of  the 
West  Point  Fair  Association  and  was  al- 
ways consulted  in  regard  to  the  various  pub- 
lic enterprises  of  the  community.  He  was 
always  an  earnest  republican  and  a  strong 
temperance  man.  Neither  he  nor  his  sons 
used  strong  drink  or  tobacco. 


POOR,  Cornelius  L.,  one  of  the  leading 
members  of  the  bar  in  Burlington,  was  born 
nn  a  farm  near  Titusville,  Pennsylvania, 
May  13,  1845.  His  parents  were  Alonzo  and 
Hlizabeth  H.  Poor.  His  father  was  a  farmer 
and  carpenter  in  moderate  circumstances  in 
Venago  county,  Pennsylvania.  Cornelius  L. 
first  attended  the  district  schools  in  western 
Tennsvlvania  and  afterwards  took  a  course 


in  the  State  Normal  School  at  Edinboro, 
Pennsylvania.  After  leaving  the  Edinboro 
school,  he  took  a  course  at  Ames  Business 
College,  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  He  subsequently 
engaged  in  the  business  of  drilling  oil  wells 
and  was  superintendent  of  an  oil  farm  from 
1868  to  1873,  and  during  that  time  pursued 
the  study  of  law.  His  duties  in  the  office  as 
superintendent  took  only  a  small  part  of  his 
time,  so  in  1869,  he  entered  his  name  as  a 
law  student  in  the  law  office  of  Taylor  & 
Mackey,  of  Franklin,  Pennsylvania,  under 
whose  direction  he  pursued  his  legal  studies 
until  the  dissolution  of  that  firm  in    1872, 


when  he  entered  the  office  of  Mr.  Charles  W. 
Mackey,  the  junior  member  of  the  firm,  and 
remained  until  his  admission  to  the  bar  in 
October,  1874.  He  then  formed  a  partner- 
ship with  Mr.  Mackey  and  in  the  following 
spring,  while  the  partnership  still  existed, 
he  came  to  Burlington,  Iowa.  It  was  the 
intention  of  Mr.  Mackey  to  follow  a  year 
later,  but,  becoming  engaged  in  important 
business  enterprises  in  the  east,  decided  not 
to  move,  and  the  partnership  was  accord- 
ingly dissolved  in  May,  1876.  He  was  later 
a  partner  with  A.  E.  Millspaugh  for  a  short 
time,  and  subsequently,  from  1880  to  1887, 
was   in   partnership  with   Charles  Baldwin, 
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now  of  Salt  Lake  City.  Since  1887  he  has 
been  alone.  He  was  city  solicitor  of  Bur- 
lington four  years,  1878  to  1882.  Among 
some  of  the  important  cases  tried  by  him 
while  city  solicitor  were  those  of  Donahue 
&  McCosh  vs.  city  of  Burlington,  an  action 
to  test  the  liability  of  the  city  for  damages 
resulting  from  overflow  of  Hawkeye  creek, 
caused,  as  it  was  claimed,  by  a  channel  made 
by  the  city.  The  damage  claimed  by  plain- 
tiffs was  $1,5,000,  but  the  losses  of  others 
parties  amounted  to  upward  of  $100,000, 
and  if  the  plaintiff  had  succeeded  claims 
were  expected  to  be  made  to  cover  the  entire 
loss.  The  case  was  tried  to  a  jury  and 
lasted  three  weeks,  resulting  in  a  verdict  for 
the  city.  No  appeal  was  taken.  Another 
case,  Cook  vs.  Burlington,  related  to  the 
power  of  the  legislature  to  tax  the  property 
of  a  corporation  and  also  to  tax  the  shares 
of  its  stock.  The  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court  in  favor  of  the  city  is  a  leading  case 
on  this  subject.  (Iowa  Reports,  volume  59, 
page  251.)  Other  cases  involving  novel  and 
imporant  questions  argued  for  the  city  by 
Mr.  Poor  in  the  Supreme  Court  were  as  fol- 
lows: German- American  Savings  bank  vs. 
city,  54th  Iowa,  page  609,  taxation;  Cam- 
eron vs.  city,  66th  Iowa,  page  687,  vacation 
of  alley;  Meyer  vs.  city,  52d  Iowa,  page 
560;  Robinson  vs.  city,  50th  Iowa,  page 
240,  special  assessments.  These  and  a  very 
large  number  of  other  cases  in  the  United 
States  Circuit  court  and  the  Supreme  court, 
in  which  Mr.  Poor  has  been  successfully 
engaged,  earned  for  him  a  reputation  as  a 
lawyer  which  is  equalled  by  very  few  in  his 
profession  in  the  state.  His  practice  has 
been  mostly  in  the  superior  courts  in  im- 
portant cases,  and  several  very  important 
decisions  have  been  made  in  cases  he  argued, 
especially  touching  the  relation  of  landlord 
and  tenant.  He  has  been  exclusively  in  the 
law  business  since  1874.  He  cast  his  first 
vote  for  General  U.  S.  Grant  for  president 
and  has  acted  with  the  republican  party  ever 
since,  but  has  held  no  office  except  the  one 
mentioned,  city  solicitor  of  Burlington.  Un- 
der his  advice  the  bonded  debt  of  the  city 
was  refunded  in  1888,  so  as  to  effect  a  sav- 
ing of  $4,200  per  annum  to  the  city. 

He  was  married  March  21,  1867,  to  Sarah 
M.    Goodban  of   Erie  county,   Pa.     They 


have  four  children — Fred  L.,  a  stenographer 
and  at  present  city  clerk  of  Burlington;  Cora 
E.,  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools ;  Elizabeth, 
now  completing  her  musical  studies  in  Chi- 
cago, and  Ben  Perley,  a  student  in  the  Bur- 
lington high  school. 


SKINNER,  Elisha  H.,  banker  and  mer- 
chant at  Birmingham,  was  born  in  that  town 
October  24,  1846.  His  father,  Charles  Dor- 
win  Skinner,  was  a  farmer  all  his  life,  and 
was  not  very  prosperous.  He  died  near 
Birmingham  in  1889.     His  mother,  Nancy 


P>arnes  Skinner,  is  still  living.  His  grand- 
parents came  from  Ohio,  and  were  among 
the  very  earliest  settlers  in  Iowa.  His  grand- 
father Skinner  was  a  practicing  physician 
in  Iowa  for  many  years.  Mr.  Skinner,  like 
most  Americans,  got  the  rudiments  of  his 
education  in  the  public  schools,  which  in  his 
case  was  interfered  with  by  the  War  of  the 
Rebellion,  in  which  he  served  in  the  Eighth 
Iowa  Cavalry  for  over  two  years,  having 
enlisted  in  July,  1863,  and  was  mustered  out 
in  September,  1865.  He  was  wounded 
quite  severely,  and  was  two  months  a  pris- 
oner in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  He  is  a 
member  of  Perry  A.  Newel  Post  No.  232, 
G.  A.  R.,  of  which  post  he  ^was  conij 
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mander.  After  his  return  from  the  war  in 
the  autumn  of  1865,  he  hired  out  as  a  clerk 
in  a  general  merchandise  store  in  Birming- 
ham, but  soon  entered  into  partnership  with 
a  prosperous  business  man  by  the  name  of 
Pitkin,  under  the  firm  name  of  Pitkin  & 
Skinner.  The  firm  conducted  a  general  mer- 
chandise store,  and  in  1876  opened  in  addi- 
tion a  private  bank.  This  business  in  all 
departments  grew  into  large  proportions, 
making  the  firm  the  principal  business 
agents  of  the  community.  In  1882  Mr. 
Pitkin  retired  from  both  bank  and 
store,  and  from  that  time  till  now  Mr. 
Skinner  has  been  sole  owner  and  manager 
of  the  business  in  all  departments,  which 
has  been  and  is  now  very  prosperous.  Mr. 
Skinner  is  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
C.  F.  &  D.  M.  R.  R.,  to  which  position  he 
was  elected  in  1891.  November  6,  1866,  he 
was  married  to  Alice  Gibbs,  who  died  Octo- 
ber 7.  1893.  Four  children  were  born  to 
them:  Walter  G..  Effie  M..  Bert  E.  and 
>  ellie  I.  Mr.  Skinner  is  a  successful  busi- 
ness man.  He  is  accurate,  careful  and  hon- 
est himself,  and  requires  those  qualities  in 
hi?  employes,  so  that  he  has  the  absolute 
confidence  of  the  people  of  his  community. 


POTTER,  Earl  Frothingham,  the  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  Chicago,  Fort  Madison 
&  Des  Moines  Railway  company,  lives  in 
Fort  Madison.  He  came  to  Iowa  in  1890  to 
become  superintendent  of  this  railway  and 
has  made  his  home  in  Fort  Madison  since 
that  time.  His  parents  were  Lorenzo 
Tucker  Potter  and  Eliza  McGuffin  Potter. 
They  were  residents  of  Charleston,  S.  C, 
during  the  Civil  War,  and  were  among  the 
very  few  who  remained  loyal  to  the  Union. 
I.  T.  Potter,  although  a  native  of  Rhode 
Island,  had  been  for  many  years  a  resident 
of  Charleston  and  was  identified  at  various 
tunes  with  the  city  government.  He  was 
engaged  in  the  lumber  and  cotton  trade. 
During  the  war  he  gave  liberally  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  Union  prisoners.  Hisiwife,  claim- 
ing the  protection  of  the  British  flag,  she  be- 
ing a  native  of  Great  Britain  was  allowed  to 
visit  the  prisoners  and  to  care  for  the  sick 
and   wounded.     L.   P.   Brockett's  work  on 


"Woman's  Work  in  the  Civl  War"  contains 
a  sketch  of  Mrs.  Potter's  life  and  work.  The 
volume  is  dedicated  to  the  loyal  women  of 
America.  In  a  special  copy  of  this  work 
presented  to  a  member  of  the  Potter  family 
by  Washington  friends,  Miss  Clara  Barton, 
president  of  the  Red  Cross  society,  has  pre- 
faced the  dedication  with  these  words : 

"If  the  sentiments  expressed  below  apply 
to  any  lady  in  our  land  it  is  to  your  precious 
mother,  whose  noble,  patriotic  heart  and  life 
have  taught  us  many  lessons.  May  the  best 
blessings  of  Heaven  fall  richly  on  you  both. 
Yours  Lovingly,  Clara  Barton." 

Washington,  D.  C,  May  10,  1891. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  Mrs  Potter,  as- 
sisted by  generous  contributions  from  north- 
ern friends,  erected  a  monument  to  the  dead 
heroes  at  Beaufort,  S.  C. 

E.  F.  Potter  was  lxim  in  Charleston,  S. 
C,  Sqrtember  25,  1856,  and  was  educated 
there  in  private  schools.  Later  he  attended 
the  Northwestern  LTniversity  at  Evanston, 
III.,  where  he  graduated  June  22,  1876,  as 
a  civil  engineer.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Phi  Kappa  Sigma,  a  Greek  letter  society. 
After  graduating  from  the  university  he 
was  engaged  with  various  railway  companies 
in  surveying.      He  was  engaged  with  the 
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Chicago  &  Northwestern  Railway  company 
from  1877  until  1890,  serving  in  various  ca- 
paciteis  in  the  engineering  and  operating 
departments.  He  was  superintendent  of 
bridges  and  buildings  and  division  en- 
gineer and  held  other  important  po- 
sitions. His  career  in  Iowa  as  a  rail- 
way manager  has  been  successful  and 
highly  satisfactory  to  the  interests  he  has  in 
charge.  Mr.  Potter  is  a  democrat.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  order,  belonging  to 
the  Blue  lodge,  the  Chapter,  the  Command- 
ery  and  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  also  be- 
longs to  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America. 
He  is  an  Episcopalian.  Mr.  Potter  was 
married  September.  7,  1882,  in  Huron,  S. 
D.,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  J.  Nicholl.  They  have 
three  daughters:  Mary  E.,  Julia  E.,  and 
Lillie  N. 


PETERS,  Harry,  M.  D.,  a  resident  phy- 
sician of  Minden,  was  born  in  Davenport, 
August  27,  1871.  The  state  of  Iowa  is 
fortunate  in  having  attracted  to  her  borders 
a  worthy  class  of  foreign-born  citizens.  Of 
these  none  surpass  the  Germans  in  the  qual- 
ities of  good  citizenship.  Among  the  Ger- 
mans destined  to  find  a  home  in  Iowa  and 
to  give  to  the  commonwealth  a  useful  man, 
were  the  parents  of  Dr.  Harry  Peters.  His 
father,  Hans  Peters,  was  born  in  Holstein, 
Germany,  in  1829.  He  served  three  years 
in  the  German  army  during  the  Schleswig- 
Rolstein  and  Danish  war,  after  which  he 
came  to  America  in  the  early  fifties.  He 
settled  in  Davenport,  following  the  occupa- 
tion of  a  tailor  until  a  few  years  ago,  when 
he  retired  from  business.  Dr.  Peters' 
mother,  Susanna  Ploog  Peters,  was  also  a 
native  of  Holstein,  Germany.  She  came  to 
America  with  her  parents  in  1854,  stopping 
in  New  Orleans  and  St.  Louis,  but  finally 
locating  in  Davenport,  where  she  became 
the  wife  of  Hans  Peters. 

Country  life  is  inspiring  to  many  a  boy 
v/ho,  in  the  city,  would  lose  much  of  his 
fine  ambition,  and  the  removal  of  Dr.  Peters' 
parents  to  a  farm  near  Davenport  wheti  he 
was  but  two  years  old,  no  doubt  had  a  large 
influence  in  shaping  his  future.  The  habits 
of  industry,  of  leisurely  thinking,  of  reading 
good  books  and  of  quiet  living  possible 
for  the  country  boy  lead  most  surely  to  good 


results.  Dr.  Peters  early  learned  the  noble 
companionship  of  a  well  stored  mind.  Al- 
though living  in  the  country,  he  was  sent  to 
school  in  Davenport  and  graduated  from  the 
public  schools  in  188G.  He  worked  on  the 
farm  until  1892,  and  was  at  the  same  time 
an  earnest  and  untiring  reader  of  literary 
and  scientific  works.  In  1892  he  was  sent 
to  the  Iowa  City  academy,  preparatory  to 
entering  the  medical  department  of  the  State 
University.  He  also  studied  medicine  under 
Dr.  William  D.  Middleton  of  Davenport 
and  his  brother,  Dr.  A.  C.  Peters,  of  Iowa 
City.  He  was  graduated  from  the  medical 
department  in  1896,  and  at  once  began  his 
practice  in  Minden,  where  he  now  lives, 
constantly  adding  to  his  good  reputation  as 
a  citizen  and  his  high  rank  as  a  professional 
man.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Woodmen  of 
the  World.  Dr.  Peters  was  married  July 
28,  1898,  to  Louise  C.  Lederer,  of  Minden. 


POTTER,  John  C,  banker,  live  stock 
dealer  and  land  owner  of  Havelock,  was 
born  at  Oswego,  New  York,  September  20, 
1855.  His  father,  Warren  A.  Potter,  was 
a  native  of  Vermont,  and  a  direct  descend- 
ant of  Robert  Potter,  who  settled  near  War- 
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wick,  Rhode  Island,  in  1634.  He  was  a 
Free-will  Baptist  minister,  who  labored  in 
that  capacity  for  thirty  years  before  his 
death  in  1880.  He  was  not  a  money-maker, 
but  lived  in  comfortable  circumstances  dur- 
ing his  life.  His  wife  was  Harriet  Capen 
Potter,  a  native  of  Bridgewater,  Connecti- 
cut, whose  ancestry  reaches  back  to  the  Pur- 
itans. The  genealogy  of  both  the  father's 
and  mother's  family  can  be  traced  through 
nine  generations  in  this  country. 

The  early  education  of  John  C.  Potter 
was  received  in  the  common  schools  of  Wis- 
consin. His  first  earnings  came  at  the  age 
of  eight  years  by  riding  a  horse  in  corn 
plowing  time.  Later  he  displayed  remarka- 
ble judgment  of  stock,  and  found  employ- 
ment wtih  those  engaged  in  the  stock  busi- 
ness until  such  time  as  he  had  saved  enough 
money  to  operate  in  that  line  on  his  own 
account.  He  came  to  Iowa  in  May,  1875, 
and  located  in  Bremer  county,  near  Sumner, 
where  he  remained  until  the  winter  of  1876, 
at  which  time  he  moved  to  Wisconsin  and 
engaged  in  farming.  In  March,  1882,  he 
returned  to  Iowa,  and  in  partnership  with 
James  Campbell  engaged  in  farming  and  live 
stock  ngar  Havelock.  This  was  during  the 
well-remembered  wet  period,  and  they  were 
obliged  to  raft  their  lumber  and  swim  their 


horses  over  streams  in  an  effort  to  fit  up  the 
farm  for  the  proper  care  of  stock.  The 
ground  was  so  wet  and  soft  that  year  that  it 
was  said  that  a  man  with  a  spade  might  cut  a 
hole  in  the  sod  and  sink  the  county  of  Po- 
cahontas. 

He  was  employed  in  this  manner  chiefly 
until  1888,  when  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  S.  H.  Gill  and  opened  the  Citizens' 
Bank  at  Havelock.  He  had  previously 
learned  the  drug  business,  but  his  health 
would  not  permit  of  the  confinement,  so  he 
had  to  abandon  the  plan  of  putting  in  a  drug 
stock  in  that  city.  The  firm  of  Gill  &  Pot- 
ter is  still  engaged  in  banking,  and  has 
besides  large  landed  interests  near  Havelock. 
Mr.  Potter's  present  good  standing  in  finan- 
cial circles  has  been  attained  entirely, 
through  his  own  hard  work.  Although  he 
has  passed  through  trying  times  of  strin- 
gency he  has  always  preserved  his  credit, 
and  to  that  he  attributes  much  of  his  success. 

He  is  a  republican  of  the  most  positve  and 
demonstrative  type.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Christian  church  of  the  order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows, and  is  a  Senior  Past  Grand  in  the  order 
last  named.  October  14,  1880,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lucy  C.  Mar- 
shall of  Monticello,  Wisconsin,  daughter  of 
T.  H.  and  E.  O.  Marshall.  They  have  six 
children:  La  Verne,  Winifred,  John  C,  Jr., 
Pearle,  Lona  and  Marshall. 


NEY,  John  J.,  of  Iowa  City,  resident  pro- 
fessor of  law  in  the  State  University,  and  a 
member  of  the  law  firm  of  Remley,  Ney  & 
Remley,  has  long  been  recognized  as  a  high 
authority  in  matters  of  a  legal  nature.  He 
was  born  June  8,  1852,  near  Sandusy,  Ohio. 
His  parents  were  Patrick  and  Ann  Cor- 
coran Ney.  When  John  was  two  years  old 
the  tamily  moved  to  Areola,  Allen  County, 
In<  'own,  where  they  had  purchased  a  farm. 
Here  he  grew  up  with  his  four  brothers  and 
two  sisters,  receiving  his  early  instruction 
at  the  district  school.  He  attended  a  Cath- 
olic school  at  Fort  Wayne  for  a  period  of 
two  years,  earning  his  way  by  helping  his 
father  on  the  farm  and  at  his  trade  of  con- 
tractor and  builder.  In  the  spring  of  1867, 
at  the  age  of.  fifteen,  he  entered  the  Univer- 
sity at  Notre  Dame,  Indiana,  graduating  in 
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1875.  He  then  came  to  Buchanan  County, 
Iowa,  his  father's  family  having  moved  there 
in  the  fall  of  1872.  After  working  for  a 
short  season  on  the  farm  he  located  at  In- 
dependence, the  county  seat,  and  was  there 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  October,  1875,  be- 
ginning his  practice  as  a  member  of  the  firm 
of  Lake,  Harmon  &  Ney.  The  following 
winter  Mr.  Harmon  served  in  the  legisla- 
ture at  Des  Moines,  and  upon  his  return  to 
Independence  in  the  spring,  the  partnership 
was  dissolved.  Mr.  Ney  now  associated 
with  D.  W.  Bruckart,  and  they  practiced 
law  together  until  the  winter  of  1878,  vyhen 
Mr.  Bruckart  retired,  and  Mr.  Ney  followed 
his  profession  alone  for  six  years.  In  1884 
he  was  elected  Circuit  Judge  for  the  Tenth 
Judicial  District,  to  fill  out  the  unexpired 
term  of  B.  W.  Lacy,  of  Dubuque,  who  had 
resigned.  In  1886  and  1890  he  was  elected 
District  Judge  of  the  same  district,  serving 
as  such  nearly  ei^ht  years.  He  resigned  this 
office  in  1894  to  accept  the  position  of  resi- 
dent professor  of  law  in  the  State  University 
of  Iowa  the  place  having  been  tendered  him 
by  the  board  of  regents.  This  position 
he  still  holds,  and  in  addition  to  his  work  as 
a  lecturer  in  the  law  department  of  the  uni- 
versity, he  has  an  extensive  law  practice.  In 
1895  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Milton 


Remley,  Attorney  General  of  Iowa,  Mr.  Hu- 
bert Remley  afterwards  becoming  a  member 
of  the  firm. 

Judge  Ney  has  always  been  a  democrat  in 
politics.  Besides  having  been  elected  to  the 
offices  of  Circuit  and  District  Judge,  he  was 
City  Attorney  of  Independence  in  1877,  and 
Mayor  of  the  same  city  in  1878.  In  religion 
his  preference  is  for  the  Catholic  church. 
The  Judge  was  married  October  3,  1878,  to 
Miss  Emily  F.  Colby,  of  Chicago,  who  died 
in  1893,  leaving  four  children:  Frank  J., 
born  February  7,  1882;  Philip  R.,  born  Oc- 
tober 3,  1883;  Genevieve,  born  December  8, 
t8q7,  and  John  J.,  born  March  2,  1889. 


McLAURY,  Charles  S.,  of  Sheldon.  On 
an  old  homestead  in  Delaware  county,  New 
York,  at  a  ripe  old  age,  live  Hugh  Mc- 
Laury  and  his  wife.  He  is  a  direct  descend- 
ant cf  Mathew  McClaughry,  who  was  one 
of  the  survivors  of  the  ill-fated  "George  and 
Ann."  which  sailed  from  Dublin  Bay  May 
jo,  ^29.  These  highly  respected  old  people 
are  the  parents  of  Charles  S.  McLaury  of 
Sheldon,  and  it  was  near  their  old  home- 
stead he  was  born  on  December  29,  1856. 
He  attended  the  little  red  school  house,  two 
miles  from  his  father's  farm,  until  he  was 
fifteen  years  old,  and  received  no  schooling 
of  a  theoretical  character  thereafter.  Dur- 
ing the  next  few  years  he  was  able  to  con- 
tribute a  considerable  amount  toward  im- 
proving the  homestead  from  his  labors  for 
farmers  in  that  vicinity.  On  January  8, 
1878,  he  came  to  Iowa,  and  located  at  Cedar 
Rapids.  Being  entirely  without  means,  he 
was  compelled  to  accept  the  offer  of  a  farmer 
to  give  him  his  board  and  lodging  in  return 
for  his  work  upon  the  farm,  where  he  re- 
mained until  he  secured  a  position  in  a  lum- 
ber yard  at  Charles  City  at  $18  per  month. 
He  held  that  position  until  1881,  when  he 
removed  to  Sheldon,  where  he  has  since  re- 
sided. He  was  married  to  Miss  Fannie  H. 
Willrran  at  the  home  of  her  father,  near 
Milford;  New  York,  on  November  27,  1882. 
He  immediately  returned  to  Sheldon  with 
his  bride,  and  early  the  following  year  com- 
pleted arrangements  for  the  organization  of 
the  Empire  Loan  and  Investment  company. 
He  associated  with  him  Hon.  George  W. 
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suited  in  one  child,  Eva  M.,  born  July    13, 
1887. 


Schee  and  others,  and  in  1885  incorporated 
the  company  and  has  been  closely  associated 
with  its  management,  most  of  the  time  as 
president,  ever  since.  The  standing  of  the 
company  as  a  negotiator  of  farm  loans  and 
the  rapid  increase  of  business  usually  con- 
ducted by  companies  of  its  kind,  is  largely 
due  to  the  fine  abilities  of  Mr.  McLaury. 
"!t  has  given  his  personal  attention  to  the 
management  of  the  company,  and  it  has  been 
a  potential  factor  in  the  building  up  of  Shel- 
don and  the  development  of  the  country  sur- 
rounding it. 

In  February,  1888,  he  assisted  in  organiz- 
ing the  First  National  bank  of  Sheldon,  be- 
came its  first  cashier,  and  was  elected  its 
president  at  the  second  annual  election,  in 
\*  hich  capacity  he  served  until  disposing  of 
his  interest  in  the  institution  in  1895.  ^n 
1S.V1  he  purchased  the  Farmers'  Bank  of 
George,  which  was  soon  thereafter  incor- 
porated into  a  savings  bank.  The  same  year 
he  organized  a  bank  at  Little  Rock,  and 
later  incorporated  the  Ocheyedan  Savings 
bank  in  Osceola  county.  Although  Mr.  Mc- 
Laury has  retired  from  all  these  banks  thev 
are  still  in  existence  and  enjoying  great 
prosperity.  He  has  never  sought  political 
honor  of  any  sort.     His  marriage  has  re- 


MUIRHEAD,  Dr.  George  Safley,  one 
of  the  prominent  physicians  of  Linn  county, 
is  of  pure  Scotch  descent.  Although  born 
in  Canada,  he  might  almost  be  considered  a 
native  of  this  state,  as  he  was  but  two  years 
old  when  his  parents  moved  to  Iowa  and 
settled  in  Cedar  county.  His  father,  Daniel 
Muirhead,  was  born  in  the  famous  city  of 
Edinburgh,  Scotland,  and  was  a  prosperous 
and  wealthy  dairyman  until  1853,  when  the 
cattle  plague  of  pleuro-pneumonia  destroyed 
his  valuable  herd  of  cattle,  and  he  emigrated 
to  Canada.  Dr.  Muirhead's  mother,  Jessie 
Scott  Muirhead,  was  also  a  native  of  Scot- 
land. George  S.  was  l>orn  in  Keene,  On- 
tario, Canada,  October  18,  1867,  and  in  i860 
the  family  removed  to  Iowa.  During  his 
early  boyhood  George  was  obliged  to  give 
most  of  his  time  to  farm  work  and  it  was 
only  for  a  few  months  in  the  winter  that  he 
could  attend  school.  A  very  large  portion 
of  his  early  education  was  gained  by  study- 
ing at  home  evenings  under  the  guidance 
and  direction  of  his  father  and  an  older 
brother  who  had  l)oth  received  good  college 
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educations.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  Com- 
menced working  for  himself  as  a  farm  hand 
and  for  five  years  continued  this  work  during 
the  summer  and  taught  school  or  attended 
college  during  the  winter  months.  He  en- 
tered the  medical  department  of  the  State 
University  at  Iowa  City,  taking  the  Homeo- 
pathic course,  and  graduated  March  n, 
1 89 1.  Dr.  Muirhead,  after  receiving  his  de- 
gree, located  at  Marion,  the  county  seat  of 
Linn  county,  and  commenced  the  practice 
of  medicine.  During  the  fall  of  1893  he  suf- 
fered from  an  attack  of  hemorrhage  of  the 
lungs,  which  was  so  severe  as  to  compel  him 
to  give  up  his  practice  and  seek  the  milder 
climate  of  the  southern  states,  where  he 
traveled  for  six  months.  At  the  end  of  that 
time  he  returned  to  Marion  with  health  fully 
restored  and  formed  a  partnership  with 
James  Moorhead,  M.  D.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  a  short  trip  to  California  in  1894,  he 
has  practiced  continually  since.  The  Doctor 
was  married  June  21,  1894,  to  Etta  C.  Riley. 
He  is  a  memher  o  fthe  First  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church  of  Marion  and  has  been  con- 
nected with  it  for  five  years. 

Dr.  Muirhead  is  a  member  in  good  stand- 
ing of  the  following  organizations:  Ma- 
iola  Ioxlge  Xo.  8,  Knights  of  Pythias,  of 
which  he  was  chancellor  commander ;  Marion 
Company  Xo.  23,  U.  R.  K.  of  P. ;  Trojan 
Lodge  Xo.  548,  A.  F.  and  A.  M. ;  Marion 
Chapter  Xo.  10,  R.  A  M;  Osceola  Lodge 
No.  18,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  Marion  Lodge  No. 
303,  A.  O.  U.  W.  He  belongs  to  the  Hahne- 
mann Medical  Association  of  Iowa  and  is 
physician  to  the  board  of  health  at  Marion. 


KEEXAX,  John  Anslow,  cashier  of  the 
Maple  Valley  Savings  Bank,  Battle  Creek, 
is  a  native  of  Wisconsin,  born  near  Madison, 
in  Dane  county,  September  6,  1852.  He  is 
the  son  of  John  Keenan,  who  was  born  in 
Kings  county,  Ireland,  in  181 7,  and  emi- 
grated to  America  when  a  boy,  settling  with 
his  brothers  and  sisters  in  northern  Indiana. 
He  went  to  southern  Wisconsin  in  1843, 
where  he  purchased  government  land  and 
began  farming,  which  he  continued  until  his 
death  December  18,  1870.  During  his  resi- 
dence in  Wisconsin  Mr.  Keenan  held  sev- 
eral local  and  county  offices  and  represented 


his  district  as  a  democrat  in  the  Wisconsin 
legislature  in  1858.  He  was  married  to  Miss 
Flora  McKee,  whose  parents,  David  and 
Jane  McKee,  were  natives  of  County  Down, 
Ireland,  and  came  to  Wisconsin  in  1847. 
Mrs.  Keenan  is  now  living  in  Madison,  Wis- 
consin. John  Anslow  Keenan  attended  the 
common  schools  during"  his  boyhood  days 
and  had  one  term  of  preparatory  work  for 
college.  The  death  of  his  father  in  1870 
left  Mr.  Keenan  at  an  early  age  with  a  heavy 
responsibility,  as  he  was  the  oldest  of  a  fam- 
ily of  four  sons  and  two  daughters.  They 
continued  with  their  mother  the  operation 
of  the  farm  of  five  hundred  acres,  which 
they  managed  successfully.  Mr.  Keenan  did 
not  commence  to  do  business  on -his  own  ac- 
count until  in  his  twenty-ninth  year.  In 
January,  1880,  he  went  to  Chicago  and  en- 
tered the  employment  of  a  commission  firm. 
The  next  spring  he  came  to  Iowa  and  en- 
gaged in  the  grain  and  implement  business 
in  Odelwlt,  where  he  remained  for  ten  years. 
In  July,  1890,  he.  with  others,  organized 
the  Maple  Valley  Savings  Bank,  in  Battle 
Creek.  He  was  a  member  of  the  first  board 
of  directors  and  was  shortly  afterward 
elected  cashier.  He  has  been  successful  and 
enjoys  the  confidence  and  respect  of  his 
neighbors  and  business  associates.   i 
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KUHLEMEIER,  August  H.,  formerly 
United  States  revenue  collector  for  the 
Fourth  district  of  Iowa,  was  born  in  the 
principality  of  Lippe  Detmold,  Germany,  De- 
cember 10,  1846,  and  is  the  son  of  Frederick 
and  Sophia  Kloepping  Kuhlemeier.  He  em- 
igrated to  America  with  his  parents  in  1853. 
They  settled  in  Freeport,  Illinois,  which  is 
still  fheir  home.  August  H.  received  his 
primary  education  in  the  city  schools  of 
Freeport,  and  later  attended  a  private  school. 
He  began  his  business  career  as  a  clerk  for 
a  dry  goods  house  in  Freeport,  continuing 
in  that  vocation  for  six  years,  and  then  trav- 
eled as  agent  for  the  German  Insurance  com- 
pany of  Freeport  for  four  years.  At  the  ex- 
piration of  that  time  he  was  made  general 
agent  for  the  company  for  the  territory  em- 
braced within  Iowa,  Nebraska  and  Dakota. 
Air.  Kuhlemeier  proved  himself  a  most  com- 
petent manager,  and  succeeded  in  building 
un  an  extensive  and  permanent  business  for 
the  company.  On  being  appointed  to  the 
western  agency,  he  removed  to  Burlington 
in  1870.  Until  the  15th  of  June,  1885,  Mr. 
Kuhlemeier  continued  his  connection  with 
the  German  Insurance  company,  when  he 
was  appointed  United  States  revenue  col- 
lector by  President  Cleveland.  He  has  been 
a  democrat  since  the  liberal  movement  in 
1872,  when  so  many  republicans  left  the  old 
party.  Mr.  Kuhlemeier  served  in  various 
official  positions  prior  to  being  appointed 
revenue  collector.  He  represented  the  Sec- 
ond representative  district  in  the  Nineteenth 
General  Assembly,  and  has  served  several 
terms  in  the  city  council  of  Burlington.  Be- 
fore his  appointment  as  collector  he  was 
chairman  of  the  Democratic  County  Central 
Committee,  and  has  always  taken  an  active 
interest  in  politics. 

At  Chafles  City,  Iowa,  June  13,  1872, 
Mr.  Kuhlemeier  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Lena  Cramer,  daughter  of  R.  H. 
Cramer.  She  was  born  in  Hanover,  Ger- 
many, and  emigrated  to  America  with  her 
parents  in  childhood.  They  have  three 
sons :  Frederick  J.t  born  in  1873 ;  August  R., 
born  in  1876,  and  Henry  F.,  born  in  1875. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kuhlemeier  were  brought  up 
in  the  German  Lutheran  church  and  attend 
its  services.  He  is  a  member  of  H&rmonia 
I  odge  No.  209,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Burlington; 


alstf  a  member  of  Phoenix  Lodge  No.   142, 
A.  O.  U.  W. 


JOYCE,  David,  of  Lyon  and  Clinton, 
was  well  known  throughout  the  country  bor- 
dering on  the  Mississippi  river  as  one  of  the 
pioneers  in  the  lumber  manufacturing  indus- 
try of  this  state.  He  was  born  in  Berkshire 
county,  Massachusetts,  February  26,  1825. 
His  father,  John  D.  Joyce,adirect  descendant 
of  the  old  Puritan  stock,  was  the  owner  of 
a  blast  furnace,  foundry  and  machine  shops. 
David  received  only  the  advantages  of  a 
public  school  education.  At  the  early  age  of 
twelve  years  he  commenced  working  in  his 
father's  shops  and  soon  acquired  a  very  com- 
plete and  thorough  knowledge  of  the  busi- 
ness. Developing  a  mathematical  taste,  he 
became  a  practical  surveyor  and  civil  en- 
gineer. He  continued  to  work  with  his 
father  until  1848,  when  he  went  into  the 
mercantile  business  and  soon  had  control  of 
two  general  stores,  which  were  very  success- 
ful. In  1857  he  bought  his  father's  entire 
interests  in  business  and  united  the  whole 
into  one.  He  was  married  in  1858  at  Lee 
koy,  New  York,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  F. 
Thomas,  and  continued  in  business  in  Shef- 
field until  i860,  when  he  sold  out  and  came 
to  Lyons,  Iowa.  He  at  first  engaged  in  the 
purchase  and  sale  of  live  stock,  but  soon 
ltased  the  G.  W.  Stumbaugh  sawmill  and 
thus  commenced  the  lumber  business  which 
grew  to  such  large  proportions.  Within  a 
few  years  he  acquired  the  Cross  mill,  south 
of  the  city,  put  in  new  buildings,  better  ma- 
chinery and  took  in  as  a  partner  S.  I.  Smith, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Joyce  &  Smith.  In 
1865  this  partnership  was  dissolved  and  Mr. 
Joyce  continued  the  business  alone.  His 
mill  was  once  completely  destroyed  by  fire, 
the  present  one  was  then  built  and  he  con- 
tinued to  enlarge  his  milling  operations,  es- 
tablishing about  a  dozen  lumber  yards  in 
western  Iowa  to  dispose  of  the  products  of 
the  saw  mill.  From  this  time  on  his  enter- 
rising  and  active  mind  led  him  into  many 
other  important  and  profitable  enterprises. 
He  bought  largely  of  northern  pine  lands, 
engaged  in  manufacturing  lumber  up  the  riv- 
er in  Wisconsin,  in  Fulton,  Illinois,  and  also 
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v)  Texas;  in  manufacturing  machinery  at 
Evans,  Illinois,  and  in  railroad  work  at  Cres- 
ton  Springs,  Wisconsin.  He  was  in- 
terested in  a  hotel  at  Hot  Springs. 
Arkansas;  was  prominent  in  the  Mis- 
sissippi River  Logging  company  and 
president  of  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Lyons.  When  the  street  railway  between 
Lyons  and  Clinton  was  projected  profes- 
sional builders  attempted  to  get  the  job  at 
exorbitant  prices,  but  Mr.  Joyce,  in  con- 
nection with  Messrs.  Rand,  Holmes  &  Sloan, 
organized  a  company  to  keep  the  control  of 
the  enterprise  at  home,  and  Mr.  Joyce  took 


the  contract  for  doing  the  work  at  twenty- 
one  per  cent  less  than  the  outside  proposals. 
David  Joyce  was  a  remarkable  man  in 
many  ways,  possessing  remarkable  brain 
power  and  and  an  indomitable  will.  He  had, 
also,  to  a  wonderful  degree,  the  rare  ability 
to  see  and  grasp  all  sides  of  a  question.  His 
success  was  not  the  result  of  meteoric  spec- 
ulation, but  came  as  the  natural  consequence 
of  using  sound,  well-balanced  judgment. 
He  was  always  ready  to  assist  all  worthy 
efforts,  whether  charitable  or  religious,  and 
took  a  great  interest  in  educational  matters. 
As  an  employer  of  jnen,  he  was  near  to  them 
and  the  humblest  was  sure  of  a  hearing  and 
fair  treatment  at  all  times;  he  held  as  a 


natural  consequence  the  confidence  and  es- 
teem of  his  men  to  a  remarkable  degree.  Mr. 
Joyce  amassed  great  wealth,  but  it  was 
largely  by  the  advance  in  value  of  his  pine 
lands  and  timber.  He  was  just  and  liberal 
to  the  men  in  his  employ  and  operated  his 
large  mills  upon  a  very  small  margin  of 
profit.  He  was  never  a  politician  and  was 
only  once  prevailed  upon  to  accept  a  public 
office,  when,  in  1872,  he  was  elected  Mayor 
or  Lyons,  and  held  the  office  for  two  terms. 
Here,  as  in  his  own  business,  he  illustrated 
his  great  financial  ability.  When  he  as- 
sumed office  the  city  affairs  were  in  bad 
shape  and  city  bonds  were  selling  at  only 
forty-five  cents  on  the  dollar.  He  left  the 
office  at  the  end  of  four  years  with  money 
enough  in  the  treasury  to  pay  in  full  every 
claim  against  the  city. 

Mr.  Joyce  died  December  4,  1894,  in  the 
West  hotel  at  Minneapolis  from  paralysis. 
He  left  an  only  son,  William  T.  Joyce,  as  a 
worthy  successor. 


HENRY,  Lyman  H.,  is  editor  of  the 
Charles  City  Herald.  The  greater  part  of  the 
active  life  of  Mr.  Henry  has  been  devoted 
to  journalism,  a  profession  for  which  he 
appears  to  be  peculiarly  well  fitted.  He  is 
known  through  his  connection  with  the  Coon 
Rapids  Enterprise,  the  Storm  Lake  Trib- 
une and  the  Charles  City  Herald,  being  the 
owner  of  the  last  named  paper.  He  is  well 
versed  in  state  politics  and  takes  an  active 
interest  on  the  republican  side.  His  pen  is 
handled  with  vigor  and  sincerity.  He  was 
born  in  Shelby  county,  Indiana,  March  12, 
1858.  His  father,  John  D.  Henry,  was  a 
tradesman  in  early  life,  but  his  later  years 
were  spent  on  the  farm.  He  served  in  the 
Union  army  under  General  A.  J.  Smith.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Twenty-sixth  Indiana 
Infantry,  which  was  conspicuous  for  its 
gallantry  in  the  twelve  days'  siege  of  the 
Spanish  fort  in  the  Gulf  campaign.  His 
early  ancestors  were  Scotch-Irish,  and  his 
grandfather,  William  Henry,  was  a  soldier 
in  the  Revolutionary  war  from  that  part  of 
North  Carolina  which  was  later  made  a  part 
of  Tennessee.  His  wife  was  a  native  of 
Wales.     The  Henrys  came  originally  from 

Digitized  by  V^OOQ lC 


518 


PROGRESSIVE    MEN    OF    IOWA. 


that  portion  of  Virginia  now  comprising  the 
state  of  Kentucky.  The  mother  of  Lyman 
H.  was  known  in  her  maiden  days  as  Mary 
Cleaver.  She  died  in  1864.  Her  father, 
Wooster  Cleaver,  was  born  in  Hartford, 
Connecticut,  in  1798.  His  father  and 
General  Wooster,  of  the  Revolutionary 
periods,  were  full  cousins.  The  Cleavers  were 
also  related  to  John  Paul  Jones,  and  a  great- 
grandmother  of  Lyman  H.  Henry,  and  the 
mother  of  Commodore  Perry  were  sisters. 
His  grandmother  was  a  sister  of  the  late 
Joel  P.  Davis  of  Des  Moines,  and  was  of 
German  and  Welsh  descent.  Her  parents 
were  Quakers. 

Lyman  H.  Henry  attended  school  first  in 
Indianapolis,  Indiana,  and  later  in  Abilene, 
Kansas.  He  came  to  Iowa  in  June,  1883, 
and  with  his  brother,  S.  D.  Henry,  pur- 
chased the  Coon  Rapids  Enterprise.  They 
engaged  in  the  publication  of  that  journal 
until  February  1,  1885,  when  Lyman  H. 
became  the  proprietor  of  the  Storm  Lake 
Tribune  and  remained  at  the  helm  of  that 
prosperous  county  weekly  until  August  15, 
1896,  at  which  time  it  was  disposed  of  and 
he  removed  to  Charles  City  to  manage  his 
latest  purchase,  the  Herald.  He  understands 
the  newspaper  business  from  the  press  room 
to  the  top  floor  and,  being  master  of  every 
detail,  has  succeeded.  His  brother,  S.  D. 
remains  the  editor  of  the  Coon  Rapids 
Enterprise. 

Mr.  Henry  is  a  republican  in  politics,  and 
was  for  three  years  the  chairman  of  the 
Buena  Vista  county  central  committee.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He 
was  married  April  18,  1888,  to  Miss  Agnes 
S.  McBeth.  Her  father,  James  McBeth,  was 
a  descendent  of  the  Stuarts  of  Scotland.  He 
was  a  successful  New  Orleans  lawyer  and 
during  the  war  for  the  maintainance  of  the 
Union  was  a  member  of  the  One  Hundred 
and  Twenty-sixth  New  York  Zouaves.  He 
was  with  Grant  at  Donnelson  and  participat- 
ed in  many  of  the  severe  engagements  of  the 
war.  Following  the  close  of  hostilities,  he 
was  appointed  inspector  and  gauger  of  im- 
ported liquors,  with  headquarters  at  New 
Orleans.  He  died  in  1870  on  Long  Island, 
where  he  had  gone  for  his  health.  The 
family  of  Mr.  Henry  consists  of  four  chil- 
dren: Stuart  C,  born  February  27,   1889; 


Harold  S.,  born  July  30,  1892;  Helene, 
born  March  17,  1896,  and  Marion  Agnes, 
born  December  19,  1898. 


McVEY,  William  S.,  a  lawyer  of 
Charter  Oak,  is  a  native  Iowan,  born  in 
Palo,  Linn  county,  March  22,  1859.  He  is 
the  son  of  John  McVey  and  Elizabeth  Mc- 
Kinney  McVey.  The  family  were  farmers 
of  moderate  means.  Their  ancestors  were 
hardy,  industrious  pioneers  in  Ohio.     They 


settled  originally  in  this  country  in  Pennsyl- 
vania and  helped  to  develop  the  country,  an 
occupation  which  seemed  to  agree  with  them, 
for  they  were  long  lived,  sturdy  people. 
John  McVey  was  a  member  of  the  Christian 
church.  He  moved  to  Iowa  in  1852  and 
died  in  1 89 1.  His  wife  was  an  able  exhorter 
in  the  Methodist  church  and  died  in  1868. 
William  S.  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  the  country,  which  were  of  only 
ordinary  excellence,  although  he  had  some 
good  teachers  who  instilled  into  him  system- 
atic habits  and  industry,  to  which  he  at- 
tributes his  success  in  life.  He  won  numer- 
ous prizes  in  school  contests.  For  a  time 
he  attended  Western  College  in  Toledo,  but 
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for  financial  reasons  was  unable  to  graduate. 
He  made  his  way  in  his  youth  by  the  means 
so  often  adopted  by  ambitious  young  men, 
that  of  working  on  the  farm  and  teaching 
school,  thus  paying  his  own  educational  ex- 
penses and  those  of  a  sister. 

Mr.  McVey  went  to  Ida  county  in  the 
year  1883,  where  he  taught  school  and  was 
president  of  the  Ida  County  Teachers'  As- 
sociation. He  read  law  with  C.  S.  Macomber 
of  Ida  Grove  and  was  admitted  to  practice 
before  the  Supreme  Court  of  Iowa  at  the 
October  term,  1888.  He  opened  an  office  in 
Charter  Oak  in  the  same  year  and  has  never 
removed  from  there.  For  a  short  time  he 
was  deputy  clerk  -of  the  courts.  In  1896  he 
purchased  the  Charter  Oak  Republican,  the 
second  paper  in  the  town,  and  March  23, 
1898,  purchased  the  opposition  paper  and 
consolidated  them  under  the  name  of  the 
Republican.  Both  personally  and  in  his 
newspaper  work  Mr.  McVey  has  been  an  able 
supporter  of  the  republican  party  and  its 
policies,  casting  his  first  vote  for  President 
Garfield.  He  belongs  to  the  Odd  Fellows 
and  Modern  Woodman  of  America  and  has 
held  various  offices  in  these  lodges.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 
On  December  21,  1888,  Mr.  McVey  was 
married  to  Miss  Jennie  M.  Davis  of  Iowa 
county.  Four  children  have  been  born  to 
them;  namely,  Russell,  born  October  16, 
1889,  (necl  November  19,  1890;  Vera  E., 
born  September  11,  1891  ;  Donald  D.,  born 
August  30,  1893,  and  Kent  W.,  born  Decem- 
ber 30,  1895. 


DOUGHTY,  Parker  Allen,  of  Burling- 
ton, President  and  General  Manager  of  the 
Iowa  Merchants'  Mutual  Fire  Insurance 
Company  and  the  Illinois  Merchants'  Mutual 
Insurance  Company,  is  a  young  man,  who, 
having  rare  business  ability,  both  inherited 
and  cultivated,  has  succeeded  in  building  up 
a  great  and  flourishing  enterprise  at  a 
period  in  life  when  many  young  men  of 
ability  have  scarcely  started  in  business.  His 
ancestors  on  his  father's  side  are  English 
and  on  his  mother's  side  English  and  Jewish. 
He  is  the  son  of  Benjamin  Franklin 
Doughty,  a  well-to-do  capitalist,  who  was 


born  at  Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa,  in  1837  and 
is  probably  the  oldest  living  male  person 
born  in  the  state.  Mr.  Doughty,  Sr.,  moved 
to  Illinois  while  quite  young,  and  there  mar- 
ried Louisa  Jane  Levi,  who  was  born  in 
Sangamon  county  of  that  state,  where  her 
father  was  an  early  settler,  leaving  a 
valuable  estate  at  his  death.  P.  A.  Doughty 
was  born  on  a  farm  near  Springfield,  San- 
gamon county,  Illinois,  April  2J,  1863,  re- 
moving with  his  parents  to  Iowa  when  six 
years  old.  They  located  in  DeWitt,  Clinton 
county,  and  later  in  Vernon,  Van  Buren 
county.    Here  he  attended  the  public  schools 


and  in  1880  entered  Parsons  College  at  Fair- 
field. 

In  1882,  at  nineteen  years  of  age,  Mr. 
Doughty  began  his  business  career  at  St. 
Paul,  Minnesota,  with  the  firm  of  Eldridge 
&  Ruff,  furniture  dealers,  and  the  wholesale 
fur  company  of  E.  Daneburg.  He  returned 
to  Iowa  in  1884,  located  in  Van  Buren  coun- 
ty, and  engaged  in  the  insurance  business  as 
traveling  agent  and  solicitor.  During  1886 
he  attended  Elliott's  Business  College  at 
Burlington,  and  in  1887  entered  the  employ 
of  Gilbert  Hedge  &  Company,  of  Burlington, 
wholesale  lumber  dealers,  acting  as  traveling 
salesman  in  Iowa,  Nebraska,  Missouri  and 
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Kansas.  He  resigned  that  position  in  1888, 
and  opened  a  wholesale  and  commission  lum- 
ber office  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  which 
proved  to  be  a  very  paying  venture,  but  as 
it  was  not  just  the  kind  of  business  that 
suited  his  taste,  he  seized  a  good  opportunity 
to  sell  out  and  returned  to  Burlington  in 
1889.  He  now  entered  the  insurance  busi- 
ness again,  traveling  constantly  in  all  parts 
of  Iowa  until  1893,  when  he  was  instru- 
mental in  organizing  the  Iowa  Merchants' 
Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  of  Burling- 
ton, which  was  incorporated  in  March,  1893. 
Mr.  Doughty  was  made  the  first  president 
and  general  manager  of  the  company,  al- 
though he  was  then  less  than  thirty  years 
old.  For  some  time  he  was  the  youngest 
president  of  any  fire  insurance  company  in 
the  United  States,  but  his  ability  was  never 
questioned  on  that  account.  From  the  date 
of  its  organization,  the  company  has  met 
with  wonderful  success,  outstripping  many 
older  competitors,  and  is  today  recognized 
as  one  of  the  leading  corporations  of  the 
kind  in  Iowa.  It  stands  second  to  no  other 
company  in  the  state,  and  had  written  over 
$8,000,000  in  risks  during  an  existence 
covering  a  period  of  less  than  five  years.  In 
December,  1897  the  Illinois  Merchants' 
Mutual  Insurance  Company  was  organized 
and  Mr.  Doughty  was  made  its  president, 
so  that  he  is  now  president  of  two  of  the 
strongest  organizations  of  the  kind  in  the 
country.  Mr.  Doughty  is  a  self-made  man, 
having  earned  his  present  distinction  and 
high  business  standing  through  his  own  un- 
tiring and  persistent  efforts  Though  he 
is  a  hard  and  untiring  worker,  he  is  a  gener- 
ous and  cultured  gentleman. 

Mr.  Doughty  is  a  republican,  but  has  never 
l>een  active  in  politics,  because  of  his  ab- 
sorption in  business.  He  is  an  Odd  Fellow, 
a  member  of  Excelsior  Lodge  No.  268  in 
Burlington.  He  has  attained  the  highest 
degrees  in  the  sulx>rdinate  lodge,  and 
is  now  Past  Grand,  and  is  also  a  member  of 
Eureka  Encampment,  Number  2,  I.  O.  O.  F. 
He  is  a  meml)er  of  the  Methodist  church. 

He  was  married  June  7,  1883  to  Miss  Mar- 
riet  D.  Sargeant,  a  charming  young  lady  of 
Bonaparte,  Van  Buren  county,  a  daughter 
of  Luther  Sargeant,  one  of  the  early  set- 


tlers of  the  state, 
living. 


They  have  no  children 


HANCOCK,  Charles  Thomas,  the  well 
known  Dubuque  merchant  and  politician, 
has  attained  a  position  of  eminence  in  busi- 
ness and  in  politics.  Born  in  Dubuque 
March  16,  i860,  he  has  never  lived  else- 
where, but  has  grown  to  be  an  important 
factor  in  the  life  of  the  city,  as  well  as  in 
state  politics  and  in  business.  Mr.  Hancock 
is  the  son  of  John  T.  Hancock,  for  many 
years  the  leading  wholesale  grocer  in  Du- 


buque; he  was  married  to  Miss  Bertha  Enz. 
who  was  born  in  Holland  of  Swiss  parentage. 
her  father  being  an  officer  in  a  Swiss  regi- 
ment stationed  in  Holland  at  the  time  of  her 
birth.  John  T.  Hancock  was  a  native  of 
Virginia,  where  the  family  was  one  of  the 
oldest  and  best  families  of  the  state.  He 
was  the  son  of  Dr.  John  P'Ker  Hancock. 
He  built  up  a  large  business  in  Dubuque  and 
became  one  of  the  leaders  in  the  social  and 
business  life  of  the  city.  The  name  of  John 
T.  Hancock  stood  for  all  that  was  best  in  the 
community  and  he  enjoyed  universal  respect. 
His  wife,  who  survived  him,  is  a  woman  of 
great  strength  of  character,  whose  friend* 
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are  numbered  by  thousands,  for  she  has  for 
many  years  presided  over  one  of  the  most 
hospitable  and  attractive  homes  in  Dubuque. 

After  receiving  their  education  in  the 
Dubuque  schools,  Charles  T.  Hancock  and 
his  brother,  Frank  A.  Hancock,  were  taken 
into  their  father's  business  and  thoroughly 
trained  to  succeed  to  the  management  of  the 
business  upon  his  death,  and  have  conducted 
it  with  uninterrupted  success.  At  the  same 
time  Mr.  Hancock  has  found  time  to  engage 
in  other  important  enterprises.  He  organ- 
ized two  race  meetings  in  Dubuque  in  1898 
and  1899  that  eclipsed  all  predecessors  in  the 
state  and  made  the  Nutwood  Driving  Park 
famous  wherever  the  trotting  horse  is  known. 
He  owns  and  operates  a  large  stock  farm 
near  Dubuque.  Mr.  Hancock  is  also  vice 
president  of  the  New  Mexico  Cattle  Com- 
pany and  is  interested  in  numerous  local  as- 
sociations. He  is  a  genial,  companionable 
gentleman,  a  successful  business  man,  an 
ardent  republican  and  a  strong  factor  in  all 
that  concerns  the  interests  of  his  home  city 
and  state.  He  belongs  to  the  Chicago, 
Calumet  and  other  clubs  in  Chicago  and  has 
a  large  acquaintance  among  the  leading  men 
of  the  country,  both  in  business  and  political 
life.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
church  and  a  trustee  in  the  same. 

Though  never  an  aspirant  for  political 
office  himself,  Mr.  Hancock  has  rendered 
his  party  distinguished  service.  Tireless  in- 
dustry, persistent  determination  and  the 
ability  to  grasp  large  affairs  have  made 
him  one  of  the  best  organizers  in  the 
state.  After  demonstrating  his  ability  by  re- 
claiming Dubuque  county  from  democratic 
rule  to  a  large  extent,  he  was,  in  1898,  made 
chairman  ol  the  republican  state  central 
committee  and  managed  a  campaign  in  which 
there  were  many  perplexities  and  trying 
times.  His  notable  success  brought  him 
hundreds  of  congratulations  from  much  older 
and  more  experienced  men,  who  admired  his 
skill  and  force.  He  made  use  of  all  the 
agencies  for  party  service  to  the  best  ad- 
vantage, especially  the  newspapers,  which 
he  cultivated  in  a  new  way  and  with  good 
results. 

In  1899,  during  his  absence  from  the  state, 
Mr.    Hancock    was    made    the    republican 

36 


nominee  for  the  state  senate  from  Dubuque 
county.  He  was  obliged  to  be  in  New  York 
on  business  during  the  entire  campaign.  The 
normal  democratic  majority  in  the  county 
is  about  3,500,  but  notwithstanding  all  this 
personal  popularity  would  have  elected  him 
had  it  not  been  for  a  secret  circular  attack, 
grossly  misrepresenting  him,  made  on  the 
eve  of  election  in  the  interest  of  a  candidate 
for  United  States  senator.  As  it  was,  he  was 
defeated  by  only  a  few  votes. 

Mr.  Hancock  was  married  April  21,  1886 
to  Miss  Marie  Young,  daughter  of  the  late 
W.  J.  Young  of  Clinton.  They  have  two 
children,  Courtland  Y.  and  Florence. 


FREELAND,  John  William,  of  Cory- 
don,  has  the  distinction  of  having  been 
elected  to  a  judgeship  in  Wayne  county  on 
the  democratic  ticket.  He  was  born  in  Owen 
county,  Indiana,  August  28,  1840.  He  is  the 
son  of  John  R.  and  Ann  Hance  Freeland, 
country  people  of  moderate  means.  He  did 
not  have  the  advantages  of  a  college  educa- 
tion, but  made  the  most  of  the  common 
schools  of  Owen  county,  and  when  he  had 
reached  his  majority  was  possessed  of  a 
knowledge  of  the  usual  branches  of  study 
taught  in  the  higher  institutions  of  learning, 
as  well  as  a  considerable  knowledge  of  the 
classics  and  sciences.  This  was  acquired  by 
a  rigorous  course  of  self-teaching. 

He  came  to  Iowa  in  April,  1857,  an(^  '°* 
cated  at  Corydon,  where  he  has  ever  since  re- 
sided. He  read  law  for  three  years  in  the 
office  of  W.  E.  Taylor,  and  at  the  end  of  that 
time  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  This  was  in 
i860.  During  that  year  he  formed  a  part- 
nership with  his  preceptor,  W.  E.  Taylor, 
which  continued  two  years.  The  Judge  de- 
rives much  pleasure  in  relating  the  circum- 
stances attending  his  first  case,  and  the  fee 
derived  therefrom.  It  was  a  case  of  little  im- 
portance before  a  justice  of  the  peace,  about 
ten  miles  from  Corydon.  As  is  usual  in  such 
suits,  however,  it  consumed  a  whole  day  in 
the  trying,  and  that  without  any  dinner  for 
the  young  barrister,  he  having  been  too 
much  impressed  with  the  responsibility  of  his 
position  to  think  of  eating.     When  it  was 
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finally  concluded,  he  was  paid  the  prodigious 
fee  of  five  dollars,  and  with  the  money  safely 
in  his  pocket  he  proudly  returned  over  the 
long  and  muddy  road  to  his  home.  Since" 
that  time  he  has  been  employed  on  many 
cases,  from  assault  and  battery  to  murder, 
but  in  no  instance  has  the  fee,  though  larger 
by  several  figures,  afforded  him  the  genuine 
pleasure  derived  from  this  five  dollars,  to 
get  which  he  had  to  ride  twenty  miles  over 
almost  impassable  roads  and  engage  in  legal 
battle  ten  or  more  long  hours. 

Mr.  Freeland  embraced  the  principles  of 
the  democratic  party  in  his  youth  and  has 
ever  remained  steadfast  in  the  faith.  On 
numerous  occasions  he  has  been  made  the 
candidate  of  that  party  for  offices  of  more  or 
less  importance,  but  owing  to  the  complexion 
of  politics  in  that  section,  he  each  time  went 
down  with  the  rest  of  the  ticket.  The  year 
1 86 1  proved  an  exception,  and  at  that  time 
he  was  elected  county  judge  of  his  county. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order.  In 
January,  1862,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Belle  E.  Kelly  at  Corydon.  They  have 
three  daughters. 


WNGWELL,    Andrew,    D.    D.    S.,    of 
Clinton,  is  descended  from  Scotch  ancestors. 


His  father,  Samuel  Dingwell,  was  a  well-to- 
do  farmer  and  himself  the  son  of  a  Scotch 
farmer,  who  for  reasons  best  known  to  him- 
self had  left  his  native  Scottish  hills  and 
located  in  the  lower  but  more  fertile  country 
of  Ireland.  He  married  Jane  Hutchinson 
and  their  son,  Andrewr,  of  whom  we  write, 
was  born  September  4,  1866.  At  the  age  of 
fourteen  years  he  came  to  America,  in  July, 
1880,  with  an  aunt,  who  came  over  from  a 
visit  to  relatives  in  Ireland.  He  remained  in 
DeWitt  for  several  years  and  attended  school 
there;  then  went  to  Monmouth  College  at 
Monmouth,  Illinois,  and  took  a  course  of 
study  at  that  institution.  After  leaving 
there  he  went  into  the  office  of  Dr.  J.  B. 
Gould  as  a  student  and  then  took  a  course 
in  the  dental  department  of  the  State  Uni- 
versity at  Iowa  City,  from  which  he  grad- 
uated in  1890.  His  studies  were  pursued 
with  the  diligence  and  perseverance  which 
marks  the  successful  student,  and  he  became 
thoroughly  equipped  for  the  pursuit  of  his 
chosen  profession.  After  receiving  the  de- 
gree of  D.  D.  S.  he  located  at  DeWitt  and 
opened  an  office  in  1890.  Desiring  a  larger 
field  of  practice,  he  removed  in  September, 
1 891,  to  Clinton,  Iowa,  where  his  practice 
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is  constantly  and  largely  increasing  from 
year  to  year.  Dr.  Dingwell  has  good  founda- 
tion for  confidence  in  his  own  ability  and  has 
never  formed  any  partnership  during  his 
professional  career.  He  has  one  of  the  finest 
and  most  commodious  offices,  located  in  the 
heart  of  the  prosperous  city  of  Clinton,  and 
commands  the  large  practice  which  his  abil- 
ities merit.  He  belongs  to  the  Masons  and 
Odd  Fellows.  On  June  28,  1894,  he  was 
married  to  Clara  H.  Green  of  Cedar  Falls. 
They  have  no  children. 


NESTOR,  Dr.  Robert  J.,  a  progressive 
and  successful  young  physician  of  Hudson. 
Black  Hawk  county,  was  lxmi  April  5,  1862, 
in  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania.  His  father,  Mi- 
chael Nestor,  a  farmer  in  moderate  circum- 
stances, was  drowned  in  Virgin  Lake, 
Palo  Alto  county,  Iowa,  in  April,  1869.  His 
mother's  maiden  name  was  Mary  Joynt. 
Roth  tl  e  father  and  mother  were  torn  in 
Ireland,  and  came  to  America  when  quite 
youn^.  They  lived  in  Pittsburg  until  they 
came  to  Iowa  in  November,  1863.  They 
settled  fiist  in  Dyersville,  and  remained  there 
until  September.  1869,  when  the  widow  and 
her  children  went  to  Fmmetsburg  to  make 
their  home.  The  father  had  preceded  them 
to  Palo  Alto  county  and  intended  to  prepare 
a  home  there,  when  he  was  so  prematurely 
cut  off. 

Robert  received  his  education  in  the  public 
schools.  In  the  fall  of  1880  he  attended 
Humboldt  college  in  Humboldt,  Iowa,  for 
one  term.  He  received  his  medical  education 
in  the  medical  department  of  the  State  Uni- 
versity of  Iowa,  graduating  March  12,  1890. 
He  was  secretary  of  his  class  in  his  senior 
year.  Dr.  Nestor  did  not  have  his  education 
presented  to  him  as  do  the  sons  of  rich  men, 
but  he  had  to  earn  his  way  through  college, 
therefore  he  appreciates  what  he  has  l>een 
able  to  secure.  His  first  earnings  were  got 
by  herding  cattle  on  the  prairies  of  north- 
western Iowa.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he 
t>egan  teaching  in  the  district  schools  of 
Palo  Alto  county.  Hiring  out  as  a  farm 
hand  during  the  summer  vacation  and  teach- 
ing in  the  country  schools  for  six  years,  he 
had,  in  the  spring  of  1884,  earned  and  saved 
enough  money  to  pay  his  way  through  col- 


lege. He  did  not  receive  a  dollar  in  the 
way  of  aid  from  any  one.  In  the  summer 
of  1896  he  took  a  post-graduate  course  at 
the  New  York  Fost-(  Graduate  Medical  Col- 
lege. He  located  in  Hudson  immediately 
ifter  graduating  and  has  continued  to  prac- 
tice there  ever  since. 

Dr.  Nestor  has  always  voted  the  demo- 
cratic ticket.  He  was  elected  Mayor  of 
Hudson  on  a  non-partisan  ticket  in  the 
spring  of  1897  and  was  re-elected  a  year 
later.  The  Doctor  is  a  member  of  the  Black 
TTawk  Medical  society,  Cedar  Valley  Medi- 
cal society  and  the  Iowa  State  Medical  so- 
ciety.    He  is  unmarried. 


CARLISLE,  Levi  B..  of  Jefferson,  is 
now,  and  has  for  several  years  past,  been 
prominent  in  the  educational  world,  holding 
a  state  diploma,  the  highest  rank  of  educa- 
tional certificate  in  the  state.  His  parents 
were  Amasa  S.  and  Martha  Kimbal  Car- 
lisle, who  were  relatives  of  the  Kentucky 
branch  of  Carl  isles  and  cousins  of  John  G. 
Carlisle.  Levi  B.  was  born  in  Crown  Point, 
New  York,  March  14,  1849.  He  attended 
the  public  schools  of  Essex  county.  New 
York,  and  the  Crown  Point  Academy.     He 
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came  to  Iowa  in  1882  and  taught  school  for 
a  time  in  Clarence,  after  wh»ch  he  served  as 
superintendent  of  schools  in  Tipton,  two 
years;  Albia,  five  years;  Chariton,  four 
years,  and  Jefferson.  About  1866  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  ex-State  Su- 
perintendent John  W.  Akers  and  ex-County 
Superintendent  C.  F.  Saylor  of  Polk  county, 
and  leased  Callanan  College  with  the  inten- 
tion of  opening  a  normal  school,  but  the  col- 
lege was  soon  after  transferred  to  Drake 
University.  In  1895  ^e  accepted  a  position 
with  the  Fidelity  Building  and  Loan  Asso- 
ciation of  Ottumwa,  but  left  the  employ  of 
that  company  at  the  expiration  of  a  year  to 
take  charge  of  the  public  schools  of  Jeffer- 
son. 

He  had  always  been  a  democrat  until  the 
fall  of  1896,  when  he  supported  the  repub- 
lican party  and  sound  money.  In  1895  ^e 
was  nominated  for  county  superintendent  of 
Monroe  county,  but  declined  to  accept  the 
nomination.  He  is  prominent  in  several  of 
the  benevolent  fraternities,  being  a  Master 
Mason,  Royal  Arch  Mason,  Knight  Tem- 
plar, Odd  Fellow  and  Knight  of  Pythias. 
He  is  also  an  active  member  of  the  Methodist 
church.     Mr.  Carlisle  was  married  in  1873 


to  Zelma  H.  Renne.     They  have  had  one 
child,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Carlisle  has  become  quite  well  known 
as  a  lecturer  and  has  delivered  numerous 
lectures  throughout  the  state  upon  educa- 
tional and  other  topics  during  the  past  few 
years. 


BRADLEY,  Frank  P.,  late  United 
States  marshal  for  the  Southern  District  of 
Iowa,  is  a  resident  of  Council  Bluffs.  He 
is  of  New  England  ancestry  on  both  sides  of 
the  house,  and  his  mother  l>elonged  to  a  fam- 
ily whose  name  has  been  immortalized  by 
two  of  her  sons,  the  Hallecks.  She  was 
Julia  A.  Halleck,  a  daughter  of  I.  P.  Halleck, 
who  came  from  New  York  early  in  the  thir- 
ties and  located  in  Kendall  county,  Illinois, 
and  who  in  1855  removed  to  Audubon 
county,  Iowa.  Her  father  was  a  cousin  of 
Fitz-Greene  Halleck  and  was  related  to  Gen- 
eral Halleck,  who  distinguished  himself  in 
the  war  of  the  rebellion.  The  Hallecks  were 
Quakers,  but  trace  their  origin  to  the  Pil- 
grims who  landed  at  Plymouth  Rock  in 
1620.  Mr.  Bradley's  father  was  E.  D.  Brad- 
ley, an  early  settler  in  Kendall  county,  Mi- 
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nois.  His  business  in  his  earlier  years  was 
that  of  a  merchant,  and  later  he  became  a 
real  estate  speculator.  His  grandfather, 
Bartholomew  Bradley,  removed  from  Ver- 
mont to  Genesee  county,  New  York,  while 
still  a  young  man,  and  from  there  to  Indiana, 
near  La  Porte,  where  he  made  his  home  un- 
til his  death. 

Frank  P.  Bradley  was  born  October  30, 
1852,  in  Oswego,  Kendall  county,  Illinois, 
and  removed  with  his  parents  to  Aurora, 
Illinois,  in  1859.  Here  he  became  a  pupil 
in  the  public  schools  and  was  a  graduate  of 
West  Aurora  high  school  in  1870.  He  be- 
came a  resident  of  Audubon  county,  Iowa, 
in  1874,  and  lived  there  for  twenty  years. 
In  1894  he  removed  to  Council  Bluffs,  his 
present  home.  Mr.  Bradley  possesses  in  an 
eminent  degree  the  qualifications  that  bring 
one  success  in  a  political  way.  He  has  the 
elements  of  popularity  combined  with  in- 
tegrity and  wisdom,  and  an  unswerving  de- 
votion to  the  best  interest  of  the  democratic 
party.  The  first  recognition  at  the  hands 
of  his  party  was  given  him  in  1878,  when 
he  was  elected  clerk  of  the  courts  in  Audu- 
bon county.  Two  years  later  he  was  re- 
elected and  again  re-elected  in  1882.  He 
was  treasurer  of  the  democratic  state  cen- 
tral committee  of  Iowa  from  1883  to  1885, 
and  was  the  democratic  nominee  for  reporter 
of  the  supreme  court  in  1885.  He  was  a 
delegate  to  the  national  democratic  conven- 
tion in  1892,  representing  the  Ninth  congres- 
sional district  of  Iowa.  Two  years  later 
President  Cleveland  appointed  him  to  the 
position  of  United  States  marshal  for  the 
Southern  District  of  Iowa,  and  he  held  the 
office  four  years,  or  until  the  expiration  of 
his  term.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Elks  frater- 
nity. 

Mr.  Bradley  was  married  February  24, 
1878,  to  Miss  Fannie  Atkinson.  They  have 
had  five  children,  but  two  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing: Charles  C,  born  May  30,  1879,  anc* 
Darwin  L.,  born  December  4,  1888. 


a  musician  of  no  little  local  reputation. 
When  fourteen,  he  went  to  Oberlin,  where 
he  remained  one  year  studying  music,  and 
spent  the  next  year  at  home.  He  spent  two 
years  in  the  Cleveland  Musical  College  in 
Cleveland,  Ohio.  Returning  to  Oberlin,  he 
remained  there  five  years  and  graduated  in 
1890.  Several  months  of  the  following  year 
were  spent  by  Mr.  Barrows  in  studying  with 
A.  R.  Parsons  of  New  York.  In  the  fall  of 
1 89 1  he  was  employed  as  principal  of  the 
Simpson  Conservatory  of  Music,  with  which 
he  has  been  connected  ever  since.  Mr.  Bar- 
rows did  not  spend  his  summer  vacations  in 
rest  and  pleasure-seeking,  but  rather  in  hard 
work,  the  summer  of  1892  being  devoted  to 
study  with  A.  R.  Parsons  of  New  York,  and 
1893  with  A.  K.  Virgil  of  New  York.  In 
the  fall  of  1894  he  was  granted  a  leave  of 
absence  for  the  purpose  of  further  study  in 
Germany.  Mr.  Barrows  studied  with  Klind- 
worth  and  afterward  with  Jedlicsky.  While 
here  he  engaged  in  teaching  counterpoint, 
his  work  being  recognized  by  Moskowski, 
Bart,  Wirte,  Reif,  Jedlicsky  and  others,  all 
of  whom  recommended  his  work  and  sent 
him  pupils.  He  also  filled  the  position  of 
organist  at  the  American  church  at  Berlin 
for  more  than  a  year.  The  last  three  months 
of  his  stay  were  spent  in  Leipsig,  -returning 
to  Indianola  in  June,  1896.  Mr.  Barrows  is 
a  hard-working,  enthusiastic  musician,  thor- 
oughly devoted  to  his  art. 


BARROWS,  Frank  E.,  of  Indianola, 
was  born  at  Hudson,  Ohio,  February  13, 
1867.  At  the  early  age  of  seven  he  began 
the  study  of  music  with  his  mother,  who  was 


ATLEE,  John  G,  an  honored  pioneer  of 
Lee  county,  who  died  in  September,  1899, 
was  a  prominent  resident  of  Ft.  Madison, 
and  during  his  lifetime  was  one  of  its  most 
valued  and  representative  citizens.  He  was 
a  man  of  note  in  his  locality,  and  the  founder 
of  the  most  extensive  business  now  being 
carried  on  at  Ft.  Madison.  In  all  enterprises 
tending  to  build  up  the  interests  of  Lee 
county  he  has  been  intimately  identified,  so- 
cially, morally  and  financially,  and  has  aided 
greatly  in  its  development  and  prosperity. 
Mr.  Atlee  was  a  native  of  the  state  of  Mary- 
land, born  March  22,  18 16.  He  was  the  son 
of  Samuel  J.  and  Martha  Strickler  Atlee, 
both  natives  of  Lancaster  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania.    His  mother  died  while  he  was  an 
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infant,  leaving  five  children  beside  himself: 
William  A.,  Samuel,  Jacob  S.,  Isaac  and 
Sarah,  all  of  whom  are  now  deceased;  John 
C.  was  only  a  few  days  old  when  his  mother 
yielded  up  her  life,  and  he  was  thus  left  to 
the  care  of  his  grandmother,  Mrs.  Strickler, 
who,  with  her  husband,  was  one  of  the  pion- 
eers of  Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania.  He 
remained  with  her  until  her  death,  which 
occurred  when  he  was  only  twelve  years  old. 
He  then  made  his  home  for  a  short  time  with 
his  uncle,  Henry  Strickler,  and  afterward 
with  an  elder  brother,  William  A.  Atlee.  At 
the  age  of  sixteen  he  was  apprenticed  to  his 
brother,  Jacob  S.?  to  learn  the  carpenter's 
trade,  and  was  thus  employed  nearly  two 
years,  when  his  brother  retired  from  the  bus- 
iness. John  then  proceeded  to  Philadelphia 
to  complete  his  trade  under  the  instruction 
of  Joshua  Colter,  and  worked  on  Gerard 
Square  one  year.  Then  with  a  cash  capital  of 
twelve  and  one-half  "cents,  he  left  Philadel- 
phia and  proceeded  to  New  York  City,  where 
he  followed  his  trade  for  about  nine  months. 
At  the  expiration  of  this  time,  in  the  fall  of 
1835,  he  went  by  sea  to  Mobile,  Alabama, 
and  the  following  spring  by  Lake  Ponchar- 
train,  Louisiana,  to  New  Orleans.  He  did 
not  like  the  South  as  well  as  he  anticipated, 


hnd  leaving  the  Crescent  City  he  went  up 
the  Mississippi  river  as  far  as  Vicksburg-, 
thence  to  Louisville  and  Cincinnati,  then 
back  to  St.  Louis,  where  to  his  surprise  he 
received  word  from  his  brother  Isaac,  of 
whom  he  had  heard  nothing  for  three  years. 
His  brother  had  left  the  city,  however,  and 
Jolin  C.  went  up  the  river  to  Quincy,  and 
rlure  learned  that  his  brother  was  at  Ft. 
Madison.  He  accordingly  set  out  on  horse- 
nack,  and  soon  met  the  brother  for  whom  he 
was  searching,  engaged  in  carpenter  work, 
i  k>  remained  there  a  few  months,  and  was  so 
;*ivcrably  impressed  with  the  young  town 
and  its  vicinity  that  he  determined  to  make 
that  locality  his  future  home.  This  was  in 
the  year  1837.  Mr.  Atlee  had  in  the 
meantime  made  arrangements  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  domestic  ties,  and  going  back  to 
Oi  incy  was  united  in  marriage  in  1838  with 
M'ss  Emeline  S.  Brooks,  a  native  of  New 
Hampshire.  Immediately  after  their  mar- 
ringe  the  young  couple  came  to  Ft.  Madison, 
where  the  husband  established  himself  at  his 
trade  and  successfully  followed  it  for  six 
years.  During  this  time,  by  the  exercise  of 
unremitting  industry  and  economy,  he  had 
saved  sufficient  from  his  hard  earnings  to 
purchase  a  farm,  and  selected  a  tract  of  400 
acres  on  Little  Cedar  Creek,  twenty-four 
miles  from  Ft.  Madison.  Their  nearest 
neighbors  were  quite  a  distance  away,  and 
his  wife  did  not  see  another  woman  for  the 
space  of  three  months.  He  employed  him- 
self continuously  in  the  cultivation  and  im- 
provement of  his  farm  for  several  years,  and 
experienced  many  hardships  and  privations. 
There  was  no  money  in  circulation,  and  al- 
though his  crops  were  large,  he  realized  bin 
little  cash  profit  from  them.  In  1852  Mr 
Atlee  sold  his  farm,  returned  to  Ft.  Mad- 
ison, and  became  associated  with  his  brother 
in  the  lumber  trade,  which  they  carried  on 
for  two  years  and  then  dissolved  partnership. 
In  1854  he  went  into  partnership  with 
Nathaniel  Bennett,  and  they  erected  a  steam 
sawmill,  with  a  capacity  of  20,000  feet  of 
lumber  daily.  The  following  year  they  ad- 
mitted Augustus  Kraber  as  a  partner,  con- 
tinuing business  under  the  firm  name  of  At- 
lee, Bennett  &  Kraber,  but  the  firm  became 
involved  in  debt,  and  the  financial  crisis  of 
1856-7  proved  very  disastrous^  io_them. 
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Messrs.  Kraber  and  Bennett  became  much 
discouraged,  but  Mr.  Atlee  would  harbor  no 
such  word  as  "fail/'  He  accordingly  pur- 
chased the  interests,  of  his  partners,  and  al- 
though it  involved  a  debt  of  $50,000  he  de- 
termined to  persevere.  He  had  a  large  stock 
of  lumber  on  hand,  for  which  he  could  se- 
cure no  cash,  but  was  obliged  to  exchange  it 
for  hogs,  cattle  and  horses,  and  with  these 
he  in  turn  purchased  more  logs,  and  also 
made  payments  on  his  notes  of  indebtedness. 
In  the  meantime  there  had  been  additions  to 
his  domestic  circle,  and  he  now  had  a  son 
who  was  nearly  a  young  man  grown.  He 
now  associated  his  son,  Samuel  by  name, 
with  him  in  business,  the  firm  title  becom- 
ing S.  &  J.  C.  Atlee.  Occasionally  they  were 
obliged  to  borrow  money,  and  also  obliged 
to  pay  15  and  20  per  cent  interest.  How- 
ever, by  close  attention  to  business,  strict 
integrity  and  excellent  management,  they 
succeeded  in  clearing  themselves  of  debt, 
and  now  no  man  can  say  he  ever  lost  a  cent 
by  John  C.  Atlee. 

Mr.  Atlee  was  a  man  of  surprising  resolu- 
tion and  perseverance.  The  more  opposition 
and  disaster  crowded  upon  him  the  more  he 
determined  to  succeed.  In  1861  the  boilers 
of  the  mill  exuloded,  killing  six  men  and 
blowing  the  building  to  atoms.  Mr.  Atlee 
assisted  in  burying  the  dead  and  then  com- 
menced rebuilding  his  mill,  putting  every- 
thing in  running  operation  again.  All  went 
well  until  May  3,  1866,  when  the  new  mill 
was  destroyed  by  fire.  In  just  six  weeks  it 
was  rebuilt  on  a  much  larger  scale.  The 
second  mill  had  a  capacity  of  40,000  feet  of 
lumber  per  day,  but  this  proved  too  slow 
for  Mr.  Atlee,  and  after  the  building  of  the 
third  mill  he  finally  tore  it  down  and  erected 
the  present  one,  which  has  a  capacity  of  120,- 
000  feet  of  lumber,  150,000  shingles  and 
28,000  lath  per  day  of  ten  hours.  This  mill 
was  the  largest  in  Lee  county,  and  in  con- 
nection with  it  is  also  a  planing  mill  and  a 
manufactory  of  sash,  doors,  blinds,  boxes 
and  all  kinds  of  carpenter  work.  These  in- 
dustries give  employment  to  three  hundred 
hands,  some  of  whom  have  worked  for  the 
Atlees  for  over  a  quarter  of  a  century.  A 
remarkable  harmony  prevails  among  all  the 
employes  throughout  the  works,  and  the 
heads  of  the  firm  are  held  in  the  highest  re- 


spect and  esteem.  Mrs.  Atlee,  whose  death 
occurred  in  1898,  seems  to  have  been  pecu- 
liarly fitted  to  be  the  wife  of  such  a  man  as 
her  husband.  She  never  failed  to  greet  him 
on  his  arrival  for  his  meals  since  the  date  of 
their  marriage  and  was  never  out  of  hearing 
of  the  mill  whistle.  She  became  the  mother 
of  five  children,  one  of  whom  died  in  child- 
hood. The  four  living  are :  Samuel,  Martha, 
now  the  wife  of  Peter  Okell;  William,  and 
Maggie,  who  became  the  wife  of  George  M. 
Hanchett.  In  early  life  Mr.  Atlee  affiliated 
with  the  democratic  party,  but  in  1856  he 
considered  that  he  had  reason  to  change  his 
political  opinions,  and  upon  the  organization 
of  the  republican  party  alxnit  that  time,  he 
cordially  indorsed  its  principles  and  was  its 
firm  supporter  until  his  death.  He  steadily 
declined  to  become  a  candidate  for  any  of- 
fice, and  refused  the  position  of  county  sher- 
iff, which  was  tendered  him  by  appointment. 


ARILDSON,  Peter  Christian,  princi- 
pal of  the  Lamont  schools,  was  born  in  Mar- 
tin township,  Rock  county,  Minnesota, 
March  11,  1875.  His  parents,  Niels  and 
Mary  Knudson  Arildson,  were  natives  of 
Denmark,  who  came  to  the  United  States 
many  years  ago  and  took  up  a  homestead  in 
the  far  West.  The  small  amount  of  money 
they  had  brought  with  them  represented  the 
savings  from  many  years'  toil  in  the  old 
country,  and  they  invested  it  in  improving 
their  new  home,  the  while  l>eing  filled  with 
great  hopes  for  the  future.  A  failure  of 
crops  for  several  successive  seasons  did  not 
discourage  them  altogether,  but  only  made 
them  labor  the  harder  and  be  the  more  sav- 
ing and  self-denying.  At  last  an  immense 
crop  was  raised  and  the  time  had  approached 
when  it  was  ready  to  be  garnered.  Their 
joy  was  unbounded,  for  their  funds  had  been 
exhausted  and  their  faith  in  the  country  se- 
verely tried  by  the  repeated  failures  to  de- 
rive anything  in  return  for  their  work.  But 
their  gladness  was  cut  short  by  the  coming 
of  myriads  of  grasshoppers,  and  when  they 
had  gone  nothing  was  left  of  the  crops. 
Heartsick  and  discouraged,  and  without 
money,  they  removed  to  Rock  Rapids,  Iowa, 
where  they  experienced  hard  times    for    a 
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number  of  years.  But  despite  poverty  and 
bad  luck,  the  determination  of  a  noble 
mother  that  her  son  should  be  given  an  edu- 
cation was  not  to  be  downed  by  adverse  cir- 
cumstances, and  by  crook  and  turn  in  the 
management  of  their  domestic  affairs  Master 
Peter  Christian  was  kept  in  school.  He 
graduated  from  the  Rock  Rapids  high  school 
March  31,  1892,  and  a  month  later  began 
teaching  school,  having  passed  a  successful 
examination  before  the  county  superinten- 
dent of  schools  and  received  his  teacher's 
certificate.  For  the  two  years  following  he 
was  engaged  constantly  in  teaching.  This 
made  matters  easier  and  paved  the  way  for 
a  course  in  Northwestern  University,  in 
Evanston,  Illinois,  which  Mr.  Arildson  en- 
tered in  September,  1894.  He  was  there 
only  a  short  time,  however,  when  the  serious 
illness  of  his  father  compelled  him  to  return 
home,  and,  as  his  help  was  required  from 
that  time  in  supporting  the  family  and  pro- 
curing the  best  possible  medical  attendance 
upon  his  father,  his  plans  for  a  higher  edu- 
cation had  to  be  given  up.  He  began  teach- 
ing again  and  has  continued  in  that  avoca- 
tion with  marked  success.  In  1896  his  su- 
perior work  having  attracted  the  attention 
of  the  Lamont   school   board,   negotiations 


were  opened  with  him  looking  toward  his 
taking  the  management  of  the  schools  at  that 
place.  Everything  being  satisfactory,  he  at 
once  took  up  the  work  and  nnder  his  prin- 
cipalship  the  Lamont  schools  have  attained 
to  a  high  degree  of  perfection.  Mr.  Arild- 
son is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  which  he  joined  in  1896. 


ANDRE,  Dr.  T.  J.,  a  physician  and  sur- 
geon of  Schaller,  was  born  in  Columbiana 
county,  Ohio,  May  10,  1857,  a  son  of  John 
L.  Andre,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  a 
lineal  descendant  of  Major  Andre  of  Revo- 
lutionary fame.  Dr.  Andre's  mother,  who 
was  Rachel  Ann  Taylor,  was  born  in  Stark 
county,  Ohio,  and  was  a  relative  of  General 
Zachary  Taylor.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Andre  lo- 
cated at  Big  Rock,  Scott  county,  Iowa,  in 
1864,  but  later  went  to  Bennett,  Cedar 
county,  where  they  still  reside.  Their  son 
received  a  good  education  in  the  State  Agri- 
cultural College  at  Ames  and  in  New 
Sharon.  After  leaving  school  he  taught  for 
some  time  in  Mahaska  county,  and  later  be- 
gan the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  McAl- 
lister, and  next  with. Dr.  Coolidge,  a  well 
known  physician  of  Oskaloosa.  Dr.  Andre 
graduated  with  high  honors  from  Rush 
Medical  College  of  Chicago  in  the  class  of 
1882.  He  came  to  Schaller  September  14, 
that  year,  and  now  has  a  large  and  extensive 
practice,  and  also  owns  the  pioneer  drug 
store  of  the  town.  The  Doctor  was  married 
in  Storm  Lake  to  Cora  Petit,  a  native  of 
Clayton  county,  but  reared  and  educated  in 
Storm  Lake.  She  is  the  daughter  of  O.  D. 
and  Eda  Hutchins  Petit.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  An- 
dre have  two  children:  Edna  Rachel  and 
Dorothy  Josephine.  Dr.  Andre  affiliates 
with  the  republican  party  and  is  a  member 
of  the  Des  Moines  Valley  Medical  Associa- 
tion, of  the  Maple  Valley  Association,  of  the 
Masonic  Order,  Acme  Lodge  No.  457,  and 
of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  Mrs.  Andre  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  church. 


ATKINSON,  John  Franklin,  of  Mar- 
shalltown,  comes  of  a  family  of  men  who 
have  made  an  impression  upon  the  world 
by  the  honest  work  they  have  done  as  con- 
tractors and  builders.  His  father  and  grand- 
father before  him  were  in  this  business  and 
Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


PROGRESSIVE    MEN    OF    IOWA. 


529 


and  Frank.  He  is  a  home  man  in  the  best 
sense  and  thoroughly  devoted  to  his  family. 
His  record  as  a  citizen  shows  him  to  be  pub- 
lic-spirited and  trustworthy,  prompt  to  dis- 
charge his  obligations  and  always  ready  to 
do  his  duty  in  public  and  private  affairs. 


enjoyed  a  wide  and  honorable  reputation. 
His  father  was  George  VV.  Atkinson  and  his 
grandfather  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  built 
some  of  the  first  houses.  John  F.  Atkinson 
was  born  in  Freeport,  Pennsylvania,  July 
12,  1858.  His  parents  were  of  English 
descent.  His  mother's  maiden  name  was 
Nancy  Jane  Wilson. 

Attending  the  common  school  five  months 
in  the  year  until  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age, 
young  Atkinson  then  learned  the  trade  of  a 
mason  and  bricklayer  with  his  father  in 
Pennsylvania.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two 
years  he  went  into  business  on  his  own  ac- 
count as  a  contractor  and  builder  in  Mar- 
shalltown,  Iowa.  He  began  with  nothing 
but  his  trade  as  capital,  but  has  made  a  state- 
wide reputation  as  a  reliable  builder.  Some 
of  the  best  public  buildings  in  the  state  are 
his  work. 

Being  a  steadfast  republican,  Mr.  Atkin- 
son was  elected  a  member  of  the  school 
board  in  Marshalltown  in  1896.  He  belongs 
to  the  Metropole  Club  of  that  city  and  has 
attained  to  the  higher  orders  of  Masonry. 

On  September  20,  1882,  Mr.  Atkinson 
was  married  to  Miss  Susie  E.  Snider  and 
they  have  four  children:  Neal,  Vera,  Leta 


MORRISON,  D.  A.,  of  the  firm  of  Mor- 
rison Brothers,  one  of  the  most  popular  and 
prosperous  business  houses  of  Ft.  Madison, 
is  a  native  of  the  Buckeye  state,  and  was 
born  in  New  Holland,  Ross  county,  October 
5>  J839.  His  father,  Samuel  D.  Morrison, 
was  a  native  of  New  York,  born  in  Orange 
county,  and  when  quite  young  removed 
from  his  native  state  with  his  parents  to 
Ohio,  where  he  grew  to  manhood.  He 
served  an  apprenticeship  at  blacksmithing  at 
Chillicothe,  and  worked  as  a  journeyman  in 
Cincinnati  and  other  important  Ohio  towns. 
He  finally  located  in  Frankfort,  Ross  county, 
where  he  established  a  business  for  himself, 
and  was  thus  occupied  until  1848,  when  he 
came  to  Ft.  Madison,  making  the  trip  by 
canal  from  Chillicothe  to  Portsmouth,  thence 
on  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers  to  St. 
Louis,  thence  to  Alton,  where  he  spent  the 
winter,  and  in  the  spring  of  1849  came  to 
Ft.  Madison.  Here  he  worked  at  his  trade 
for  a  year  and  then  went  to  Augusta,  De« 
Moines  county,  and  opened  a  shop.  In  the 
spring  of  1855  he  returned  to  Ft.  Madison 
and  commenced  the  manufacture  of  plows. 
His  business  was  inaugurated  on  a  small 
scale  in  a  one-story  brick  building,  and  he 
had  one  man  only  as  his  assistant.  He  was 
occupied  in  this  manner  until  the  breaking 
out  of  the  civil  war,  and  in  1862  the  shop 
was  closed  until  the  Union  army  came  out 
victorious  and  peace  was  restored.  After 
the  close  of  the  war  and  the  return  home  of 
the  soldiers,  Mr.  Morrison  again  opened  his 
shop,  and  his  first  plows  were  shipped  in 
1866.  From  that  time  the  business  grad- 
ually increased,  Mr.  Morrison  taking  an  ac- 
tive part  in  its  management  until  within  a 
few  years  before  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  August,  1 88 1.  When  a  young  man  he 
had  become  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Maria  Blacker,  a  native  of  Chillicothe,  Ohio, 
and  of  this  union  there  were  born  four  chil- 
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dren:  William  W.,  was  a  member  of  Com- 
pany I,  Second  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry, 
and  died  in  the  service  at  Jefferson  Barracks, 
St.  Louis,  in  the  fall  of  1861,  at  the  age  of 
twenty- four  years ;  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
is  the  second  son ;  the  next  was  Joseph  B. ; 
Samuel  D.  died  at  Portland,  Oregon,  in  De- 
cember, 1883,  when  thirty- four  years  of  age. 

D.  A.  Morrison  at  an  early  age  engaged 
with  his  father  at  work  in  the  blacksmith 
shop  and  was  thus  employed  until  1862.  The 
war  was  then  in  progress,  and  he  determined 
to  become  a  soldier  of  the  Union.  Accord- 
ingly, in  that  year,  he  enlisted  in  Co.  D, 
Seventh  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  serv- 
ed until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  received 
the  appointment  of  Acting  Quartermaster 
Sergeant,  and  participated  with  his  regiment 
in  the  march  from  Chattanooga  to  Atlanta, 
thence  to  the  sea,  through  the  Carolinas,  and 
via  Richmond  to  Washington  and  was  there 
at  the  final  grand  review.  He  received  his 
discharge  in  June,  1865,  returned  home  and 
engaged  in  partnership  with  his  father,  un- 
der the  firm  name  of  S.  D.  Morrison  &  Sons, 
and  commenced  the  manufacture  of  plows. 
The  work  was  done  by  the  father,  two  sons 
and  three  other  men  and  the  business  in- 
creased very  rapidly,  becoming  very  profit- 
able. It  is,  now  one  of  the  important  indus- 
tries of  Lee  county  and  gives  employment  to 
100  men.  The  shops  cover  an  area  of  150 
by  250  feet,  and  in  connection  with  this  there 
is  a  commodious  storehouse.  The  principal 
articles  of  manufacture  are  walking  sulkies, 
gang  plows  and  cultivators.  These  goods 
now  obtain  a  ready  market  in  all  the  western 
and  southwestern  states. 

The  marriage  of  D.  A.  Morrison  to  Miss 
Emma  Kennedy  was  celebrated  October  29, 
1868.  Mrs.  Morrison  was  born  at  Ft.  Mad- 
ison and  is  the  daughter  of  John  G.  and 
Mary  Vance  Kennedy.  Of  this  union  have 
been  born  three  children:  Maude  E.,  Ed.  K. 
and  Don  D.  Politically,  Mr.  Morrison  uni- 
formly casts  his  vote  with  the  republican 
party,  and  socially  he  is  a  member  in  good 
standing  of  James  Sample  Post,  G.  A.  R. 
The  family  occupies  one  of  the  handsomest 
homes  within  the  city  limits  of  Ft.  Madison. 
The  Morrisons  are  highly  respected  within 
their  community  and  are  valued  citizens,  not 
only  as  having  added  largely  to  the  indus- 


trial interests  of  Ft.  Madison,  but  as  intelli- 
gent and  cultivated  members  of  society. 


BLAKELY,  Dr.  William  Thomas,  of 
Corydon,  Wayne  county,  is  the  son  of  Rev. 
Ira  Blakely,  M.  D.,  and  Mary  Kieth  Blakely. 
The  father  was  of  Scottish  and  the  mother 
of  German  descent.  The  family  came  to 
Wayne  county,  Iowa,  from  Grundy  county, 
Missouri,  in  the  spring  of  1853,  and  bought 
a  small  farm  near  Corydon.  Their  son,  Wil- 
liam T.,  was  born  September    2,    1841,   in 


Grundy  county,  Missouri.  He  received  most 
of  his  early  education  at  home,  his  father  be- 
ing his  tutor.  Rev.  W.  C.  Martin,  now  of 
Corydon,  conducted  a  six  months'  school 
near  his  home,  and  William  T.  Blakely  was 
one  of  his  pupils.  Other  than  these  home 
schools  he  had  no  educational  advantages 
outside  of  his  medical  course.  However, 
at  the  age  of  seventeen  years  he  was  pre- 
pared to  teach  school,  and  did  so  at  different 
times  until  he  began  the  practice  of  medicine 
as  an  undergraduate  with  Dr.  George  Hay, 
of  Corydon,  in  the  spring  of  1866.  Six 
years  later,  in  the  spring  of  1872,  he  wras 
married  to  Miss  Lettie  Zenn,  who  died  in 
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1888.     Two  children  born  to  them  are  now 
living:  Geoige  H.,  and  Maude. 

The  Doctor  is  a  practitioner  of  wide  ex- 
perience, who  has  endeared  himself  to  many 
families  in  Wayne  county,  where  he  has  be- 
come a  trusted  counselor  and  friend,  as  well 
as  a  skillful  physician.  He  is  much  es- 
teemed by  the  younger  physicians  in  the 
county,  by  whom  he  is  frequently  consulted. 
He  has  always  been  a  republican,  but  has 
never  been  active  in  politics.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  church. 


WHITE,  Dr.  John  A.,  of  Olin,  Jones 
county,  is  a  native  of  Canada,  born  in 
Catham,  October  18,  1840,  and  has  lived  in 
Iowa  since  1855,  when  he  located  in  Ma- 
quoketa.  He  is  the  son  of  John  A.  White 
and  Candace  Whitzell  White.  His  paternal 
grandfather,  James  S.  White,  emigrated  to 
America  from  Ireland  and  settled  in  New 
York  before  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  in 
which  he  served  actively  for  seven  years. 
His  son,  John  A.  White,  moved  to  Canada, 
where  he  was  married  to  the  daughter  of 
John  Whitzell,  a  Hessian  by  birth,  who,  dur- 
ing the  Revolutionary  War,  fought  in  the 
British  army.  About  the  year  1844  the 
White  family  moved  to  St.  Clair,  Michigan, 
in  1855  to  Maquoketa  and  a  year  later  to 
Wyoming,  Jones  county,  Iowa,  where  they 
lived  until  the  death  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  White, 
the  father  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  and  the 
mother  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight.  Their 
son,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  practically 
supported  himself  after  he  was  ten  years  old. 
He  worked  successfully  at  the  painter's  trade 
for  sixteen  years,  getting  what  common 
school  education  he  could  in  the  meantime. 
He  enlisted  at  Tipton,  Iowa,  in  August, 
1861,  in  Company  E,  Eleventh  Iowa  Infan- 
try. He  was  in  the  battles  of  Shiloh,  Corinth, 
Iuka,  Siege  of  Vicksburg,  Atlanta,  Benton- 
ville  and  others.  He  was  promoted  first  to 
the  rank  of  sergeant  and  afterwards  to  be  a 
lieutenant,  for  meritorious  service.  He  is 
now  a  member  of  Don  Carpenter  Post, 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  in  Olin.  After 
the  war  he  attended  the  State  University  at 
Iowa  City  and  later  took  a  full  course  in 
medicine  in  Rush  Medical  College  in  Chi- 


cago. Graduating  from  that  institution 
February  1,  1871,  he  located  in  Olin  that 
spring  and  commenced  a  general  practice, 
which  he  has  since  conducted  with  increas- 
ing success.  He  has  always  taken  an  active 
part  in  every  movement  for  the  betterment 
of  the  place  and  especially  in  the  support  of 
the  public  schools.  He  is  now  and  has  al- 
ways been  an  ardent  republican.  Dr.  White 
belongs  to  the  Iowa  Medical  Society,  to  the 
Masonic  order  and  the  Knights  Templar.  He 
was  married  June  15,  1875,  'n  Monticello  to 
Virginia  Herrick,  a  teacher  in  the  public 
schools  of  that  place,  and  a  native  of  Ohio. 


They  have  five  children:  John  D.,  Candace, 
Seward,  Virginia,  and  Marjorie.  The  oldest 
son,  who  was  a  member  of  Company  C, 
Forty-ninth  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry,  served 
during  the  Spanish  war.  He  was  on  de- 
tached service  as  chief  clerk  in  the  Inspector 
General's  office  at  the  headquarters  of  the 
Seventh  Army  Corps  in  Jacksonville,  Flor- 
ida. 


WILSON,  Rollin  J.,  of  Fairfield,  was 
for  fifteen  years  the  senior  member  of  the 
representative  law  firm  of  Wilson  &  Hinkle 
at  Fairfield,  Jefferson  county,  and  aside  from 
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his  individual  worth  and  personal  accom- 
plishment there  is  peculiar  propriety  in  giv- 
ing place  to  a  record  of  his  life  in  this  con- 
nection, on  the  score  that  he  is  a  native  son 
of  Iowa  and  one  whose  father  stood  as  a 
pioneer  of  the  county  and  state,  as  one  of  the 
foremost  statesmen  of  Iowa,  as  one  of  the 
highest  intellectual  and  professional  attain- 
ments, and  as  a  man  of  exalted  nobility  of 
character — an  honored  citizen  whose  death 
was  mourned  not  alone  by  a  community,  but 
by  an  entrre  commonwealth. 

Rollin  J.  Wilson  was  born  in  the  village 
of  Fairfield,  Iowa,  on  the  18th  of  October, 
1853,  and  is  the  son  of  the  late  Hon.  James 
F.  Wilson,  United  States  Senator  from 
Iowa.  Hon.  James  F.  Wilson  died  at  his 
home  in  Fairfield  on  the  22A  of  April,  1895, 
and  his  widow,  who  was  Mary  A.  K.  Jewett, 
still  maintains  her  home  in  the  old  family 
residence,  which  is  hallowed  by  the  tender 
associations  of  many  years.  Rollin  J.  re- 
ceived his  fundamental  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  his  native  town,  completing  the 
high  school  course  in  1870.  He  then  became 
a  student  in  the  literary  department  of  the 
State  University  at  Iowa  City,  and  was  there 
graduated  in  1875.  He  then  returned  to  his 
home  and  began  reading  law  under  the  direc- 
tion of  his  talented  father,  subsequently  con- 
tinuing his  work  of  technical  preparation  in 
the  office  of  Slagle  &  Achison,  prominent  at- 
torneys of  Fairfield.  He  secured  admission 
to  the  bar  of  the  state  upon  examination  be- 
fore the  circuit  court,  at  its  regular  session 
in  the  fall  of  1877,  an(l  entered  upon  the 
active  practice  of  his  profession  in  Fairfield, 
entering  into  partnership  with  George  A. 
Rutherford.  This  association  continued  one 
year,  when  the  partnership  was  dissolved 
and  Mr.  Wilson  then  formed  a  professional 
alliance  with  J.  M.  Hinkle,  the  practice  of 
the  firm  extending  into  all  the  courts  of  the 
state,  and  into  the  federal  courts,  and  con- 
tinued down  to  January,  1897,  since  which 
time  Mr.  Wilson  has  been  alone  in  the  prac- 
tice, having  succeeded  to  the  entire  business 
of  the  firm.  He  retains  a  representative 
clientele  and  is  recognized  among  the  ablest 
attorneys  at  the  bar  of  the  state.  For  fifteen 
years  his  firm  acted  as  attorneys  for  the  Chi- 
cago, Burlington  &  Quincy  and  the  Chicago, 
Rock  Island  &  Pacific  railways,  as  well  as  of 


the  First  National  Bank  of  Fairfield,  a  cir- 
cumstance which  alone  determined  their  rela- 
tive precedence.  In  his  political  proclivities, 
Mr.  Wilson  renders  a  stalwart  allegiance  to 
the  republican  party,  and  he  has  been  called 
upon  to  serve  in  offices  of  public  trust  and 
responsibility.  For  seven  and  one-half  years 
he  held  the  office  of  county  attorney,  his 
incumbency  having  been  under  the  old  law 
and  having  extended  for  some  time  after  the 
enactment  of  the  new  law  covering  this 
branch  of  the  public  service.  In  a  more 
purely  local  sense  he  served  for  the  period 
of  nine  years  as  a  member  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  independent  school  district 
of  FairfieUl,  during  two  years  of  which  time 
he  was  president  of  the  board.  Mr.  Wilson 
maintains  an  active  interest  in  national  and 
state  politics,  and  has  rendered  valuable  aid 
to  his  party  in  various  campaigns,  being-  a 
forceful  and  convincing  speaker  and  having* 
stumped  the  state  for  his  party  on  several 
different  occasions,  his  services  being  in 
much  demand  in  this  field.  Mr.  Wilson  is 
thoroughly  identified  with  the  material  in- 
terests of  Fairfield  and  takes  public-spirited 
interest  in  all  projects  and  enterprises  tend- 
ing to  further  its  normal  advancement.  He 
is  a  stockholder  and  vice  president  of  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Fairfield,  and  has 
been  for  years  past  secretary  of  the  JefFerson 
County  Literary  Association.  On  the  13th 
of  October,  1881,  Mr.  Wilson  was  married 
to  Miss  Mell  A.  McKinney,  a  daughter  of 
Joseph  A.  and  Cynthia  A.  McKinney,  of 
Fairfield,  and  the  offspring  of  this  union  is 
two  children:  Mary  Louise  and  Helen 
Cynthia. 


HAWKS,  Sewell  Goddard,  is  a  banker 
in  Dysart.  Iowa  is  foremost  among  the 
states  in  institutions  of  learning,  but  particu- 
larly in  those  colleges  wherein  young  per- 
sons are  given  a  complete  and  thorough  bus- 
iness education.  It  is  through  his  connec- 
tion in  the  past  with  one  of  the  prominent 
business  college  of  the  state  that  Mr.  Hawks, 
now  a  banker  of  Dysart,  is  best  known.  He 
was  born  in  the  state  of  Maine,  August  9, 
1854,  at  St.  Alban's,  and  removed  with  his 
parents  to  Iowa  in  1865,  settling  on  a  farm 
in  the  vicinity  of  Hesper.  He  received  a 
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good  high  school  education  and  some  spe- 
cial instruction  in  the  languages  and 
sciences.  He  also  taught  in  the  public 
schools  two  years.  In  the  winter  of  1876 
he  entered  the  Bryant  &  Stratton  Business 
College  at  Davenport.  After  the  completion 
of  his  course  he  was  engaged  as  a  teacher 
in  that  institution  and  was  thus  occupied 
most  of  the  time  until  1885,  when  he  pur- 
chased a  one-half  interest  in  the  school  from 
D.  R.  Lillibridge.  Probably  the  school  then 
had  the  largest  attendance  of  any  business 
college  west  of  Chicago.  In  1887  he  dis- 
posed of  his  interest  in  the  business  college 
to  engage  in  the  banking  business  and  re- 
moved to  Dysart,  where  he  has  since  resided. 
His  first  position  in  the  bank  was  that  of 
cashier,  but  he  now  owns  nearly  all  the  cap- 
ital stock  of  the  concern,  though  no  change 
has  been  made  in  the  name  of  the  bank  or 
the  officers  thereof.  He  has  been  one  of  the 
prime  factors  in  making  Dysart  a  leading 
business  point  in  Tama  county.  He  has 
never  given  much  attention  to  politics,  being 
broad-minded  and  liberal  in  his  views.  While 
tenacious  of  his  own  opinions,  he  is  always 
ready  and  willing  to  give  due  consideration 
to  what  others  may  think.  He  is  a  practical 
man,  and  while  applying  to  his  business  the 


principles  which  for  so  many  years  he  in- 
culcated in  the  minds  of  the  students  under 
his  charge,  yet  his  open-handed  generosity 
in  all  things  for  the  public  good  or  for  the  re- 
lief of  suffering  humanity  have  made  him 
very  popular  with  the  people  of  his  town. 

Mr.  Hawks  was  married  in  October,  1886, 
to  Miss  Abbie  A.  Pierce,  and  in  his  home 
life  is  surrounded  with  all  the  comforts  and 
conveniences  that  will  add  to  the  enjoyment 
of  himself  and  family. 


AMSBERRY,  Albert  Lincoln,  M.  D. 
who  has  established  a  fine  medical  practice  at 
Lester,  Lyon  county,  wras  born  in  Knoxville 
township,  Marion  county,  Iowa,  November 
24,  18G6.  His  father,  Horace  Allen  Ams- 
berry,  is  a  native  of  West  Virginia,  where 
he  was  born  September  5,  1833.  He  owned 
and  operated  a  farm,  and  after  his  day's 
work  was  done  he  would  make  and  mend 
shoes  until  far  into  the  night.  Through  his 
untiring  industry  he  improved  and  stocked 
his  farm,  and  in  his  old  age  lives  in  comfort 
and  ease.  His  mother,  Mary  Jane  Blain 
Amsberry,  was  also  born  in  West  Virginia, 
in  1839.  In  March,  1856,  she  married  the 
father,  and  the  same  spring  they  removed  to 
Iowa,  where  they  still  reside.  They  have 
reared  a  family  of  ten  children,  seven  boys 
and  three  girls,  of  whom  Dr.  A.  L.  Ams- 
berry is  the  third.  The  grandfather  on  the 
paternal  side  was  born  in  New  York,  March 
31,  1789,  and  the  grandmother  in  Chelsea, 
Vermont,  in  1796.  They  removed  to  West 
Virgina,  where  they  brought  up  a  large  fam- 
ily, and  in  1868  came  to  Marion  county, 
Iowa,  to  live  out  their  days.  The  maternal 
grandparents  were  natives  of  Ohio  and  Mas- 
sachusetts respectively,  and  they  also  re- 
moved to  Mason  county,  West  Virginia, 
where  they  died  after  long  and  useful  lives. 
Dr.  Amsberry  entered  the  Normal  Institute 
in  Marion  county  following  the  completion 
of  his  education  in  the  common  schools.  He 
then  engaged  in  school  teaching,  which 
avocation  he  followed  from  1886  to  1889. 
Having  selected  the  profession  of  medicine, 
he  entered  the  medical  department  of  the 
State  University  in  September,  1889.  He 
attended   college  and  taught   school   alter-* 
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W.  A.  He  is  a  member  of  the  M.  E.  church. 
Dr.  Amsberry  was  married  to  Miss  Jes- 
sie L.  Pingrey  at  Lester,  Iowa,  February 
J3'  I895-  They  have  two  children:  Francis 
Merl  and  Donald  Pingrey. 


nately  until  March,  1891,  when  he  entered 
Ujxm  the  duties  of  attendant  at  the  Iowa 
Hospital  for  the  Insane  at  Mt.  Pleasant.  He 
served  in  that  capacity  until  September  1, 
when  he  was  promoted  to  the  position  of  dis- 
pensary clerk.  That  place  he  held  until  Sep- 
tember, 1892,  when  he  returned  to  the  State 
University  and  completed  the  medical  course, 
receiving  his  diploma  March  15,  1893.  Im- 
mediately thereafter  he  located  in  Lester, 
where  he  has  since  been  engaged  in  active 
practice.  In  August,  1894,  he  passed  a  suc- 
cessful examination  before  the  State  Phar- 
macy Board,  and  later  purchased  the  drug 
business  of  Brooks  &  Willand.  He  con- 
ducted this  store  for  one  year,  when  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  C.  P.  Grove,  un- 
der the  firm  name  of  C.  P.  Grove  &  Com- 
pany, and  in  May,  1897,  disposed  of  the 
store  to  Rowland  Jones  and  retired  from  the 
drug  business  to  devote  his  whole  attention 
to  his  practice.  He  is  an  active  member  of 
the  Lyon  County  Medical  Society,  the  Sioux 
Valley  Medical  Society  and  the  Iowa  State 
Association  of  Railway  Surgeons.  He  is  a 
member  of  three  secret  organizations,  the 
Odd  Fellows,  Modern  Woodmen  of  Amer- 
ica and  the  A.  O.  U.  \Y.  He  is  Past  Grand 
of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  secretary  of  the  M. 


FEGAN,  Joseph  Dever,  of  Clinton,  is 
one  of  Iowa's  oldest  pioneers,  having  lived 
in  the  state  since  1849.  His  father,  Barna- 
bas Fegan,  was  born  August  31,  1782,  in 
Franklin  county,  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
died  August  15,  1842.  He  was  a  farmer, 
shingle  manufacturer  and  shoemaker,  and 
served  as  a  private  in  Captain  Michael  Har- 
per's company,  Colonel  Snyder's  regiment, 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers  during  the  War  of 
181 2.  Hannah  Dever,  Captain  Fegan's 
mother,  was  born  in  Adams  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, in  1788  and  died  in  1847.  Her 
parents  were  from  New  Jersey,  and  her 
brother,  Joseph  Dever,  served  in  the  same 
company  with  Barnabas  Fegan  during  the 
War  of  181 2.  James  Fegan,  the  Captain's 
grandfather,  was  a  native  of  Maryland,  his 
ancestors  having  settled  there  in  1634,  com- 
ing from  England  with  the  colony  of  Leon- 
ard Calvert,  son  of  Lord  Baltimore.  His 
wife  was  Honora  Timons,  and  her  brother 
Peter  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

Captain  J.  D.  Fegan  was  born  July  26, 
183 1,  in  Amberson's  Valley,  Franklin 
county,  Pennsylvania,  within  a  mile  of  his 
father's  birthplace.  He  began  going  to 
school  at  the  age  of  eight,  but  his  advantag-es 
were  few,  the  schools  being  poor,  and  he  was 
able  to  attend  only  during  the  winter.  When 
only  eleven  years  of  age  he  lost  his  father, 
and  after  this  his  attendance  at  school  was 
quite  irregular.  In  the  spring  of  1845,  when 
less  than  fourteen  years  old,  he  stopped  alto- 
gether and  commenced  learning  the  tailor's 
trade  at  Shirleysburg,  Huntington  county, 
under  John  W.  Withington.  He  remained 
two  years,  and  after  working  at  his  trade 
some  time,  started  west  in  1849,  walking  to 
Pittsburg,  where  he  took  a  boat  on  the  Ohio, 
thence  up  the  Mississippi  by  way  of  St.  Louis 
to  Keokuk,  walking  from  there  to  Fairfield, 
where  a  brother  resided. 

He  settled  in  January,  1850,  at  Princeton, 
Scott  county,  removing  in  June  to  Elk  River, 
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in  Clinton  county,  where  he  worked  at  his 
trade  and  did  collecting  for  Stumbaugh,  Cox 
&  Company.  In  1852,  dissatisfied  with  his 
trade,  he  entered  government  land  in  Clinton 
county  and  farmed  for  several  years.  He 
removed  to  Lyons  in  March,  1854,  and  en- 
gaged in  tlje  manufacture  of  luml>er  with 
Stumbaugh  &  Cox,  dealing  also  in  farm  im- 
plements. He  opened  a  lumber  yard,  Feb- 
ruary 1,  1858,  at  Wheatland  for  Hon.  C.  C 
Washburn  of  Wisconsin,  and  two  years  later 
became  sole  owner. 

Disposing  of  his  business  he  enlisted  Aug- 
ust 12,  1862,  as  a  private  in  Company  I, 
Twenty-sixth  Regiment,  Iowa  Volunteers, 
which  he  had  helped  recruit.  He  was  made 
sergeant  of  the  company,  and  mustered  into 
the  United  States  service  September  30  as 
sergeant,  major.  After  remaining  a  few 
weeks  at  Camp  Kirkwood,  where  Clinton 
now  stands,  the  regiment  started  south  by 
boat  October  20  under  Colonel  Milo  Smith, 
stopped  at  Memphis  to  report  to  General 
Sherman,  under  whom  it  served  during  the 
entire  war,  and  was  temporarily  assigned  to 
(ieneral  A.  P.  Hovey's  division  at  Helena, 
Arkansas.  During  his  three  years  in  the 
war.  Captain  Fegan  saw  much  active  service, 
taking  part  in  twenty-one  engagements,  be- 


sides several  long  sieges.  He  was  in  the 
battles  of  Arkansas  Post,  Lookout  Moun- 
tain, Missionary  Ridge,  Ringgold,  Georgia, 
Resaca,  Kennesaw  Mountain;  the  engage- 
ments around  Atlanta  and  many  others;  was 
in  the  sieges  of  Vicksburg,  Atlanta  and  Sa- 
vannah ;  served  under  Sherman  in  the  second 
attack  on  Jackson,  Mississippi,  when  General 
Joe  Johnston  was  driven  out,  and  was  in 
the  famous  "March  to  the  Sea."  He  was 
made  First  Lieutenant  and  Adjutant  Janu- 
ary n,  1863,  on  the  field  of  battle  at  Arkan- 
sas Post,  and  a  year  later  was  commissioned 
Captain  of  Company  B,  Twenty-sixth  Iowa, 
and  on  the  march  to  the  sea  was  Assistant 
Adjutant  General  of  the  First  brigade  of  the 
First  division  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps.  His 
army  service  was  with  the  Fifteenth  Corps. 
He  was  with  the  army  at  Raleigh  in  April, 
1865,  when  Joseph  E.  Johnston  surrendered, 
and  marched  from  there  to  Washington, 
where  he  took  part  in  the  grand  review.  He 
was  commissioned  Assistant  Adjutant  Gen- 
eral by  President  Lincoln  and  ordered  to 
Louisville,  and  from  there  to  Little  Rock, 
where  he  was  mustered  out  September  19, 
1865.  His  appointment  as  Assistant  Adju- 
tant General  by  President  Lincoln  was  made 
upon  the  recommendation  of  General  Charles 
R.  Woods,  a  regular  army  officer,  without 
solicitation  by  Capt.  Fegan.  All  the  General 
had  on  which  to  base  his  action  was  Captain 
Fegan's  record  for  service  on  the  field.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  Military  Order 
of  the  Loyal  Legion,  and  Society  of  the  De- 
partment and  Army  of  the  Tennessee.  He 
was  chairman  of  the  commission  appointed 
by  Governor  Jackson  to  locate  and  mark 
positions  of  Iowa  troops  engaged  in  the  bat- 
tles of  Lookout  Mountain  and  Missionary 
Ridge-;  also  one  of  the  commissioners  ap- 
pointed by  Governor  Shaw  in  November, 
1900,  to  locate  and  mark  the  lines  of  Iowa 
troops  at  Vicksburg. 

Captain  Fegan  was  originally  a  democrat, 
but  since  the  beginning  of  the  civil  war  he 
has  been  a  republican.  He  has  been  a  dele- 
gate to  many  state  conventions  and  in  1888 
was  chairman  of  the  county  central  commit- 
tee. During  his  early  residence  in  Clinton 
county  he  served  as  deputy  sheriff  and  was 
county  assessor  in  1857,  the  only  year  that 
the  county  assessor's  law  was  in  force*     He 
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was  elected  county  recorder  of  Ginton  coun- 
ty in  1866  and  served  two  terms,  retiring 
January  1,  1871.  During  the  years  1883 
and  1884  he  spent  part  of  his  time  in  South 
Dakota,  and  assisted  in  the  organization  of 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Mitchell,  of 
which  he  was  a  stockholder  and  vice  presi- 
dent. Since  then  he  has  made  real  estate 
and  the  abstracting  of  titles  to  land  his  busi- 
ness. He  has  been  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O. 
F.  since  1852.  He  belongs  to  no  church, 
but  is  in  sympathy  with  the  Methodists.  The 
Captain  was  married  August  26,  1851,  to 
Miss  Annie  Margaret  Potts  of  Clinton 
county,  Iowa,  daughter  of  William  L.  Potts, 
who  served  in  the  Black  Hawk  War.  Four 
children  have  been  born  to  Captain  and  Mrs. 
Fegan :  Estella  M.,  who  died  before  she  was 
two  years  old;  Charles  P.,  now  assistant 
general  passenger  agent  in  Texas;  Bessie, 
wife  of  Ben  C.  Wilkins,  died  at  Ashland, 
Wisconsin,  in  1894,  and  Margaret,  wife  of 
Eugene  Weston,  now  residing  in  Southern 
California. 


J  EPSON,  William,  a  physician  and  sur- 
geon of  Sioux  City,  was  born  June  29,  1863, 
in  Aarhus,  Denmark.  His  father  was  a  civil 
engineer  and  subsequently  a  miller.  In  1871 
his  parents  emigrated  to  the  United  States, 
locating  at  Seymour,  Iowa.  At  the  age  of 
ten  he  lost  his  father,  leaving  his  educa- 
tion and  career  to  be  planned  by  his 
mother.  After  completing  his  high  school 
course  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  he  entered 
the  office  of  Dr.  W.  H.  Earnest  of  Seymour, 
Iowa,  as  his  pupil,  where  he  remained  two 
years.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  entered 
the  medical  department  of  the  State  Uni- 
versity of  Iowa,  from  which  institution  he 
received  the  degree  of  M.  D.  in  1886.  Dur- 
ing his  junior  year  at  the  University  he  was 
assistant  to  the  chair  of  Physiology  and 
Microscopy,  and  in  his  senior  year  he  was 
assistant  demonstrator  of  Anatomy.  Dur- 
ing his  college  course  he  was  a  pupil  of  Prof. 
W.  D.  Middleton,  in  whose  office  he  spent 
his  summer  months. 

For  the  first  six  months  after  his  gradua- 
tion he  practised  his  profession  with  marked 
success  at  Oakland,  Neb.,  but  having  am- 


bitions beyond  those  susceptible  of  fulfill- 
ment in  so  small  a  place,  he  removed  t  » 
Sioux  City  in  1886,  where  he  has  since  con- 
tinually resided,  excepting  eight  months  dur- 
ing the  winter  of  1890-91,  when  he  pursued 
advanced  studies  at  Jefferson  Medical  Col- 
lege and  the  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
Philadelphia.  Both  of  these  institutions  con- 
ferred upon  him  the  degree  of  M.  D.  In 
June,  1 89 1,  the  University  of  the  Northwest 
conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  B.  Sc.  In 
the  summer  of  1897  he  spent  five  months  in 
pursuit  of  his  professional  studies  in  the 
hospitals  of  Europe,  and  while  there  he  was 
granted  the  Licentiate  degree  by  the  RoyaJ 
College  of  Surgeons  of  Edinburgh.  He  is 
attending  surgeon  to  the  St.  Joseph's  Mercy 
hospital,  which  position  he  has  held  sinc^ 
(890. 

In  1 89 1  he  was  elected  professor  of  sur- 
gery in  the  Sioux  City  College  of  Medicine, 
which  position  he  has  retained  ever  since. 
Se  has  held  a  number  of  public  trusts,  hav- 
ing served  as  coroner  of  Woodbury  county 
and  health  officer  of  Sioux  City.  He  :< 
at  present  president  of  the  Midland  Invest- 
ment Company,  and  vice  president  of  the 
People's  Savings  Bank. 
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He  is  a  member  of  many*  local  and  state 
.i.edical  societies,  etc.  He  was  in  attend- 
ance as  a  delegate  from  this  country  at  the" 
Twelfth  International  Congress  of  Medicine, 
which  convened  at  Moscow,  Russia,  in  1897, 
and  at  the  Third  Pan-American  Medical 
Congress,  which  convened  at  Havana,  Cuba, " 
in  1901. 

As  an  evidence  of  the  high  esteem  and 
professional  ability  accorded  him  by  the  pro- 
fession and  community,  it  is  only  necessary 
to  mention  that  he  was  elected  by  the  pro- 
fession in  attendance  upon  those  injured  by 
that  terrible  cyclone  which  devastated  Pom- 
eroy  in  1893  as  their  surgeon  in  chief,  and 
as  such  had  supervision  of  nearly  160  pa- 
tients. 

In  1886  he  was  married  to  Beatrice  Baker, 
of  LeMars,  Iowa.  They  have  four  children 
living :  Roscoe,  Weir,  Florence  and  Beatrice. 
The  first  two  named  are  dead. 

Dr.  Jepson  has  two  brothers  living,  who 
are  attorneys  at  law. 


FULLERTON,  Dr.  Oscar  John,  is  one 
of  the  best  known  physicians  of  Waterloo, 
and  has  earned  the  reputation  of  being  one 
of  the  most  enterprising  and  public  spirited 
citizens  of  that  city.  He  has  reached  his 
present  enviable  position  through  hard  work 
and  in  the  face  of  many  obstacles.  He  comes 
of  a  thrifty  Scotch  ancestry,  his  grandfather 
having  been  born  in  Glasgow.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  the  north  of  Ireland  and  came  to  the 
United  States  and  settled  in  Pennsylvania. 
The  doctor's  father,  David  L.  Fullerton,  was 
a  well-to-do  farmer  and  a  careful  and  con- 
servative business  man,  who  possessed  a 
good  degree  of  executive  ability.  Dr.  Ful- 
lerton's  mother,  Elizabeth  Stokes,  was  of 
German  parentage,  and  had  the  typical  in- 
dustry and  determination  of  her  nationality. 

Dr.  O.  J.  Fullerton  was  born  March  8, 
1849,  in  French  Creek  Valley,  near  Cam- 
>ridge,  Pennsylvania.  He  obtained  his  early 
education  at  the  country  school,  and  later 
completed  a  course  of  study  at  the  Cam- 
bridge Academy.  In  1877  he  came  to  Iowa 
to  continue  his  studies  and  seek  a  location 
for  business  in  the  west.    He  settled  at  Iowa 
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City  with  limited  means,  and  there  spent  sev- 
eral years  working  and  attending  school.  He 
graduated  from  the  medical  department  of 
the  State  University  with  the  class  of  1884, 
of  which  he  was  elected  life  secretary.  He 
afterwards  pursued  special  studies  at  the 
University  of  Edinburgh  in  Scotland,  and 
of  Birmingham  in  England.  In  1887  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  Dr.  C.  H.  Hor- 
ton,  who  died  soon  afterwards.  Dr.  Fuller- 
ton  took  as  his  partner  in  1889  Dr.  W.  B. 
Smith,  who  had  charge  of  his  business  while 
the  Doctor  was  abroad.  In  April,  1896,  he 
joined  forces  with  Dr.  E.  R.  Shannon,  with 
whom  he  is  now  associated.  From  the  first 
Dr.  Fullerton  has  applied  himself  most  de- 
votedly to  his  profession  and  has  made  a 
marked  success  of  it.  He  has  been  particu- 
larly gratified  with  the  results  obtained  by 
his  hypodermic  consumption  cure.  As  a  citi- 
zen of  Waterloo  scarcely  any  one  has  done 
more  than  he  to  advance  the  interests  of  the 
city.  He  was  one  of  the  first  parties  to  as- 
sist in  purchasing  the  Cedar  River  Park,  and 
to  aid  in  establishing  the  Waterloo  Chautau- 
qua. Of  this  organization  he  was  superin- 
tendent two  years,  and  was  then  promoted 
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to  the  presidency,  which  he  still  holds. 

In  politics  the  Doctor  has  always  been  a 
democrat.  During  Cleveland's  first  admin- 
istration he  held  the  office  of  United  States 
pension  examiner.  He  belongs  to  the  Ma- 
sonic, Odd  Fellows  and  A.  O.  U.  W.  frater- 
nities, and  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
church. 

Dr.  Fullerton  was  married  December  22, 
1869,  to  Mary  I.  Calkins,  and  they  have 
three  children :  Martha  Inez,  Eda  and  Irene. 
Corliss  Le  Martie  died  at  the  age  of  eleven 
years. 


STEADM AN,  John  J.,  of  Council  Bluffs, 
was  born  in  Ashtabula  county,  Ohio,  April 
4,  1849.  He  is  the  son  of  Rev.  John  J. 
Steadman,  who  was  during  his  life-time  one 


of  the  most  distinguished  divines  of  the 
Methodist  church.  A  preacher  of  great  abil- 
ity, a  debater  of  renown,  he  became  famous 
during  the  discussion  of  the  slavery  question 
that  agitated  the  country  more  than  half  a 
century  ago.  In  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania, 
he  and  Rev.  Hiram  Kinsley  met  on  the  forum 
the  most  pronounced  advocates  of  slavery, 


and  history  records  that  in  all  their  public 
.debates  not  once  were  they  vanquished.  As 
a  promulgator  of  the  doctrines  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  church,  no  man  of  his  ♦ime 
excelled  him.  His  public  discussions  with 
•  Alexander  Campbell,  the  founder  of  the 
Christian  church,  are  referred  to  in  Ohio  to- 
day as  the  most  interesting  and  beneficial  to 
the  cause  of  Methodism.  He  belonged  to  a 
type  of  stalwart  theologians  not  today  much 
in  evidence,  because  of  the  changed  condi- 
tion of  public  sentiment  on  matters  of  re- 
ligion and  the  rights  of  men. 

Mr.  Steadman's  mother's  maiden  name 
was  Lydia  Reader.  She  was  well  educated 
for  the  times  in  which  she  lived,  and  pos- 
sessed mental  qualities  and  Christian  graces 
that  made  her  one  of  the  forceful  women  of 
her  day.  Born  and  reared  in  Ohio,  she  nat- 
urally acquired  strong  anti-slavery  ideas,, 
and  during  the  days  preceding  the  war 
sough  to  impress  upon  her  children — two 
daughters  and  three  sons — an  ardent  love  of 
country,  due  regard  for  the  rights  of  all  men 
and  firm  religious  convictions  as  the  safe 
anchor  for  success  in  life. 

John  J.  Steadman  was  scarcely  three  years 
old  when  his  father  died,  in  1851.  As  is 
usually  the  case  with  Methodist  ministers  of 
early  date,  not  much  of  worldly  wealth  was 
left  the  wife  on  which  to  rear  and  educate 
her  five  children.  To  obtain  an  education 
was  Mr.  Steadman's  great  ambition.  It  is 
related  of  him  by  the  citizens  of  West  Farm- 
ington,  Ohio,  where  he  was  brought  up,  that 
he  did  odd  chores  to  pay  his  tuition;  that 
he  worked  on  the  farm  in  vacation,  and,  in 
fact,  did  whatever  he  could  find  to  do  in  or- 
der to  obtain  the  means  to  complete  a  course 
of  study  at  the  Western  Reserve  Seminary 
at  West  Farmington,  Ohio,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  with  honors  at  the  age  of 
nineteen  years,  in  both  the  classical  and 
scientific  courses.  After  his  graduation  from 
the  seminary  he  taught  school  in  the  city  of 
Niles,  Ohio,  one  year,  and  then  entered  Mt. 
Union  College,  at  Alliance,  Ohio,  from 
which  he  graduated  in  1869. 

During  his  school  days  at  Farmington  the 
War  of  the  Rebellion  broke  out.  Young 
Steadman  became  impressed  with  the  idea 
that  he  ought  to  join  the  army,  and  after  two 
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or  three  trials  succeeded,  by  the  aid  of 
friends,  in  being  accepted  as  a  drummer  in 
the  One  Hundred  and  Seventy-first  Regi- 
ment, Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry.  He  served 
with  his  regiment  until  the  war  closed.  Be- 
fore he  enlisted  his  services  were  much  in 
demand  on  the  Western  Reserve  as  an  orator 
at  war  meetings,  when  recruiting  officers 
were  enlisting  men  for  the  army. 

After  his  graduation  from  Mt.  Union  Col- 
lege Mr.  Steadman  was  elected  principal  of 
West  Springfield  Academy  in  Pennsylvania, 
a  school  of  considerable  standing  and  large 
membership  of  students.  During  this  time 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Marcie  Garretson,  . 
of  Mt.  Union  Ohio,  a  member  of  his  class, 
who  graduated  with  class  honors  and  subse- 
quently became  a  teacher  of  mathematics  in 
the  institution  over  which  her  husband  pre- 
sided. A  successful  period  at  this  academy 
opened  the  way  to  a  higher  call,  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Steadman  went  to  Carrier  Seminary 
and  Normal  School  at  Clarion,  Pennsyl- 
vania. They  remained  in  charge  of  this  in- 
stitution of  learning  for  three  years,  until, 
health  demanding  a  change  of  work  for  both, 
they  turned  their  faces  toward  Iowa,  the 
state  of  their  adoption,  and  in  1873  Mr. 
Steadman  bought  the  Osceola  Sentinel, 
which  he  edited  until  he  purchased  the  Cres- 
ton  Gazette  in  1877.  During  his  connection 
with  the  Osceola  Sentinel,  he  was  elected 
district  delegate  from  the  Seventh  Congres- 
sional district  to  the  Republican  National 
Convention,  which  met  at  Cincinnati  in 
1876. 

He  owned  and  edited  the  Creston  Gazette 
for  seven  years,  and  during  that  time  found- 
ed the  Daily  Gazette.  The  Creston  Daily 
and  Weekly  Gazette,  under  his  management, 
developed  into  one  of  the  most  prosperous 
newspaper  plants  in  the  state  and  obtained  a 
prestige  among  editors  which  it  has  ever 
jonce  maintained.  In  1884  Mr.  Steadman 
purchased  an  interest  in  the  Council  Bluffs 
Nonpareil.  This  paper  he  edited  for  several 
years,  retiring  only  when  forced  to  do  so  by 
impaired  health.  During  the  years  he  was 
connected  with  the  Osceola  Sentinel,  the 
Creston  Gazette  and  the  Council  Bluffs  Non- 
pareil, he  was  actively  engaged  on  the  stump 
in  every  political  campaign,  both  national 


and  state.  His  active  work  as  a  member  off 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  made  himi 
a  popular  candidate  for  Department  Con*- 
mander  of  that  great  organization.  In  1892 
he  was  elected  to  this  high,  responsible  of- 
fice, and  so  efficiently  did  he  discharge  his 
duties  that  a  double  testimonial  was  be- 
stowed upon  him,  one  by  his  comrades  and 
one  by  the  state  encampment.  In  1892  Mr. 
Steadman  was  appointed  clerk  of  the  United 
States  district  court  for  the  southern  district 
of  Iowa.  Mr.  Steadman  has  always  been  a 
republican,  prominent  in  the  councils  of  the 
party  and  honored  because  of  his  ability  to 
defend  its  principles,  both  in  the  newspaper 
and  on  the  stump.  He  has  prospered  finan- 
cially and  today  ranks  among  the  solid  and 
successful  business  men  of  Iowa. 


SLEEPER,  A.  W.,  who  has  had  most  to 
do  with  the  development   of   the    thriving 


town  of  Everly,  Clay  county,  is  now  en- 
gaged in  the  general  merchandise  business  in* 
that  city  and  owns  about  1,400  acres  of  Clajr 
county  land,  including  an  880-acre  ranch 
near  Everly.  He  was  born  in  Vincentowan^ 
New  Jersey,  March  30,  1852,  and  came  to 
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Sheldon,  Iowa,  in  1878.  Before  he  came 
west  he  had  been  a  clerk  in  a  store  and  after- 
ward branched  out  for  himself,  conducting 
a  general  store  very  successfully.  He  en- 
gaged in  the  banking  business  in  Sheldon 
for  several  years,  but  finally  went  west  and 
again  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits.  Dis- 
posing of  his  stock  of  merchandise,  he  re- 
turned to  Sheldon  and  formed  a  partnership 
with  I.  P.  Rumsey  and  they  purchased  the 
townsite  of  Everly  in  1884.  Here  they 
opened  a  lumber  yard,  which  they  afterwards 
sold,  and  established  the  Everly  Bank,  of 
which  Mr.  Sleeper  was  cashier  until  1896, 
when  they  sold  the  bank.  It  was  generally 
known  as  a  strong  financial  institution.  In 
1886  the  firm  began  the  big  ranch,  which  is 
said  to  be  the  finest  body  of  land  within  the 
limits  of  Clay  county.  They  made  extensive 
improvements  on  the  land  and  their  build- 
ings were  of  the  best  grade.  The  land  was 
well  fenced  and,  in  fact,  few  farms  are  bet- 
ter equipped  than  this.  The  herds  of  stock 
increased  until  now  frequently  over  200  head 
are  being  fed  for  the  Chicago  market.  All 
their  stock  was  of  the  best  improved  breeds, 
including  horses  and  hogs,  as  well  as  cattle. 
In  1897  Mr.  Sleeper  bought  the  interest  of 
his  partner,  Mr.  Rumsey,  in  the  business  and 
lias  since  conducted  it  alone.  The  firm  in 
•developing  the  town  of  Everly  succeeded  in 
bringing  many  permanent  residents,  business 
-enterprises  and  important  industries  to  the 
town.  They  sought  out  the  men  who  would 
make  good  citizens  and  showed  them  the  ad- 
vantages of  the  town.  Mr.  Sleeper  is  a  pro- 
gressive, liberal  and  honorable  gentleman 
and  one  of  the  leading  promoters  of  the  pros- 
perity of  Clay  county.  He  has  shown  a 
willingness  to  extend  a  helping  hand  and  en- 
couraging word  to  those  seeking  to  obtain 
homes  for  themselves,  and  has  great  confi- 
dence in  the  future  possibilities  of  Everly. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Clay  county  board 
of  supervisors  from  1888  to  January  1,  1901, 
and  during  about  half  that  time  was  chair- 
man of  the  board.  He  is  now  a  director  and 
vice  president  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Shel- 
don. Mr.  Sleeper  was  married  January  7, 
1879,  to  Miss  Emma  F.  Bodine,  of  Pember- 
ton,  N.  J.,  who  was  born  February  17,  1856. 
They  have  one  son,  William  H.  Sleeper,  Jr. 


ATHEARN,  Walter  Scott,  Professor 
of  Grammar,  Physiology  and  Methods  in 
Drake  University,  Des  Moines,  for  five  years 
principal  of  the  public  schools  of  the  flour- 
ishing little  town  of  Delta,  Keokuk  county, 
is  a  young  man  of  marked  ability  in  educa- 
tional work  and  bids  fair  to  become  one  of 
the  leading  public  instructors  of  the  state. 

He  was  born  in  Marengo,  Iowa,  July  25, 
1872.  His  father,  Elisha  S.  Athearn,  is  a 
native  of  Indiana.  He  came  to  Iowa  in  1842 
and  located  in  Keokuk  county.  He  taught 
school  and  studied  medicine  for  several  years 
and  graduated  from  the  College  of  Physi- 


cians and  Surgeons  at  Keokuk  in  1865,  since 
which  time  he  has  practiced  medicine  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  years  which  he  spent 
in  the  ministry.  He  has  been  a  close  student 
all  his  life.  He  is  a  descendant  of  the  Ad- 
ams family  and  his  grandmother  was  a  first 
cousin  of  President  John  Quincy  Adams, 
and  also  a  direct  descendant  of  Chief  Justice 
Chase.  He  is  now  living  at  North  English. 
Elisha  S.  Athearn  was  married  November 
19,  1867,  to  Susan  E.  Longstreth,  whose 
mental  and  moral  worth  has  made  her  a 
faithful  wife  and  model  mother.  She  is  a 
native  of  Ohio  and  with  her  parents  was 
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among  the  earliest  settlers  of  Iowa  county. 
Walter  S.  Athearn  had  the  advantage  of 
graded  schools,  and  his  father  being  a  fine 
scholar,  he  grew  up  surrounded  by  books 
and  papers,  and  has  been  a  constant  student 
since  old  enough  to  read.  He  graduated  from 
the  Hedrick  Normal  School  and  was  a  tutor 
in  this  school  one  year  after  he  graduated. 
He  then  taught  school  in  the  country  one 
year,  and  returned  to  Hedrick  and  served 
one  year  as  a  grammar  teacher  in  the  public 
schools.  At  the  close  of  this  year  he  was 
elected  principal  of  the  Delta  schools,  which 
position  he  satisfactorily  filled  for  five  years. 
Mr.  Athearn  believes  in  making  teaching  a 
profession  and  not  a  stepping  stone  to  some 
other  calling.  He  keeps  closely  in  touch 
with  the  most  advanced  methods  and  with 
the  progress  of  his  profession,  through  the 
reading  of  literature  connected  therewith. 
He  is  himself  a  deep  student,  continually 
broadening  his  mind  by  investigation  in  the 
fields  of  literature  and  science.  He  owns  a 
professional  library  of  500  volumes  and 
much  other  material  in  the  line  of  maps, 
charts,  models,  etc.  Daily  preparation  of  all 
lessons  before  entering  the  class  room  has 
been  a  ruling  element  in  his  success.  He  be- 
lieves in  the  gospel  of  work.  "What  other 
men  can  do,  I  can  do  if  I  work  ten  times  as 
hard,"  is  a  motto  which  he  often  quotes.  He 
succeeded  in  building  up  a  school  library  of 
950  volumes  in  Delta  in  two  years,  and  has 
received  many  compliments  from  individuals 
and  from  the  press  for  the  efficient  work  he 
has  done  in  the  general  upbuilding  of  the 
schools  of  that  place.  Mr.  Athearn  holds  a 
state  teacher's  certificate.  He  is  the  author 
of  "A  Brief  History  of  Keokuk  County,"  a 
text  book  on  county  history,  which  is  very 
popular  and  which  has  the  endorsement  of 
the  best  school  men  of  the  state.  From  1895 
to  1898  he  was  associated  with  the  county 
superintendent  of  Keokuk  county  in  the  pub- 
lication of  the  Keokuk  County  Teacher,  one 
of  the  most  progressive  school  journals  in 
the  state.  In  1900  Mr.  Athearn  was  elected 
Professor  of  Grammar,  Physiology  and 
Methods  in  Drake  University,  Des  Moines. 
He  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Peda- 
gogy from  Drake  University  the  preceding 
year. 


In  politics  Mr.  Athearn  has  always  been  a 
republican.  He  is  an  active  member  of  the 
Christian  church  and  of  the  Y.  P.  S.  C.  E. 
He  was  married  June  15,  1894,  to  Miss  Flor- 
ence Royalty,  a  lady  of  culture  and  refine- 
ment. She  is  a  direct  descendant  of  Daniel 
Webster,  being  a  fourth  cousin.  Mrs. 
Athearn  assists  her  husband  in  all  his  enter- 
prises. They  have  two  children:  Clarence 
R.,  born  July  3,  1895,  and  Gertrude,  born 
April  16,  1901. 


ALLEN,  Charles  Barton,   M.   D.,   of 
Morning  Sun,  Louisa  county,  is  the  son  of 


James  Powers  Allen  and  Martha  J.  Stone 
Allen,  and  was  born  in  Antrim,  Guernsey 
county,  Ohio,  November  20,  1850.  His 
father  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  of  Scotch- 
Irish  parentage,  while  his  mother's  parents 
both  came  from  Loudon  county,  Virginia. 
When  Charles  B.  Allen  was  but  twenty 
months  old  his  mother  died  and  he  and  his 
older  brother,  W.  S.  Allen,  were  taken  to 
the  home  of  their  maternal  grandfather,  Wil- 
liam Stone,  at  Uniontown,  Fayette  county, 
Pennsylvania,  where  they  were  brought  up 
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as  members  of  the  family,  enjoying  all  the 
benefits  of  a  good  Christian  home  and  lack- 
ing only  a  mother's  care. 

Charles  B.  Allen  attended  the  public 
schools  of  Uniontown  during  his  boyhood 
and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  entered  Dun- 
lap's  Academy  in  Merrillstown,  Fayette 
county.  He  made  satisfactory  progress  in 
Ibis  institution  and  was  soon  prepared  to 
enter  upon  more  advanced  studies  at  the  uni- 
versity. He  taught  school  for  a  time  and 
then  matriculated  in  the  University  of  West 
Virginia,  where  he  took  an  optional  course. 
He  did  not  graduate,  but  when  his  work 
there  closed  the  educational  foundation  was 
broad  and  solid  and  served  as  a  substantial 
„  basis  for  the  professional  training  to  fol- 
low* After  quitting  the  university  he  en- 
gaged in  teaching  and  other  occupations  to 
provide  means  for  further  education.  This 
continued  until  1873,  When  he  registered  as 
a  student  in  the  office  of  Dr.  J.  B.  Ewing, 
of  Uniontown,  and  began  the  systematic 
study  of  medicine,  his  chosen  profession.  He 
soon  entered  the  medical  department  of  the 
University  of  Michigan  at  Ann  Arbor,  and 
completed  the  course.  Returning  to  Union- 
town,  he  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession, but  after  a  year's  practice  there  he 
concluded  to  try.  his  fortunes  in  the  great 
•west.  Accordingly,  after  some  delay  in  ar- 
Tanging  his  business  affairs,  he  arrived  in 
Iowa  in  April,  1877,  and  entered  into  part- 
nership with  his  brother,  Dr.  W.  S.  Allen, 
at  Cairo,  Louisa  county.  They  practiced  to- 
gether until  1883,  when  Dr.  W.  S.  Allen  re- 
moved to  Morning  Sun,  where  he  died  three 
years  later,  in  1886.  Dr.  C.  B.  Allen  then 
wrtit  f  1  Morn  ng  <•••»,  where  lie  has  since 
been  engaged  in  the  continuous  practice  of 
liis  profession.  His  standing  as  a  physician 
may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  he  was 
made  local  surgeon  by  both  the  Burlington, 
Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern  and  Iowa  Central 
railways.  His  large  and  growing  practice 
made  it  necessary  for  him  to  have  assistance 
and  in  1896  he  took  into  partnership  Dr.  W. 
R.  Smyth.  Dr.  Allen  is  a  member  of  the 
Southeastern  Medical  Society  and  of  the  Na- 
tional Association  of  Railway  Surgeons.  Be- 
sides his  professional  training  at  Ann  Arbor 
Dr.  Allen  took  a  course  in  the  College  of 


Physicians  and  Surgeons  in  Keokuk.  He 
is  a  republican  in  politics,  but  is  not  a  poli- 
tician. He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Morn- 
ing Sun  School  Board  for  several  years.  Al- 
though brought  up  a  Presbyterian  the  Doctor 
is  not  a  member  of  any  church  organization. 
Dr.  Allen  was  married  June  19,  1882,  to 
Miss  Clara  We&ver,  sister  of  Hon.  H.  O. 
Weaver,  of  Wapello,  and  four  children  have 
been  born  to  them :  Lottie,  the  only  daugh- 
ter ;  Jessie,  the  oldest  boy,  who  is  dead ;  Will 
Stone  and  Harry  Don. 


HUNTER,  Edward  H.,  is  probably  as 
well  known  in  Iowa  as  almost  any  other  man 
in  the  state,  because  of  his  activity  and  prom- 
inence in  business  and  political  affairs  for  the 
past  fifteen  years.  He  was  born  September 
J3»  l855>  m  Waterloo,  New  York.  His 
father  was  George  E.  Hunter,  who  was  in 
the  stone  business,  and  his  mother's  maiden 
name  was  Mary  Carney.  They  were  Scotch- 
Irish  people  and  educated  their  children  to 
self-reliance,  industry  and  morality.  Ed- 
ward H.  attended  the  public  schools  and  was 
a  student  in  an  academy  in  Waterloo.  He 
received  his  business  education  in  a  Roches- 
ter business  college. 

When  he  was  sixteen  years  old  he  be- 
gan to  learn  telegraphy  and  in  1870  se- 
cured a  position  with  the  New  York 
Central  Railroad  as  operator  in  the  town 
of  Tribes  Hill.  He  had  held  this  posi- 
tion but  a  few  months  when  Charles  E. 
Yates,  then  superintendent  of  telegraph  of 
the  Burlington  &  Missouri  Railway  Com- 
pany, with  headquarters  at  Burlington,  Iowa, 
came  to  the  town  to  visit  his  mother.  Young 
Hunter  did  a  good  deal  of  telegraphing  for 
him  during  his  visit  and  he  became  impressed 
with  the  businesslike  way  in  which  the  young 
operator  went  about  his  work.  So  he  offered 
him  a  position  in  Burlington,  Iowa,  if  he 
would  come  west.  Mr.  Hunter  did  not  think 
much  of  it  then,  but  not  long  after  Mr. 
Yates  wrote,  offering  him  a  substantial  ad- 
vance in  salary  if  he  would  come,  and  in  this 
way  Mr.  Hunter  came  to  Iowa  and  began 
his  connection  with  the  Burlington  system. 
Mr.  Yates  is  now  a  capitalist  in  Lincoln, 
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Nebraska,  though  he  still  retains  his  connec- 
tion with  the  Burlington  road,  and  he  has 
never  lost  his  interest  in  Mr.  Hunter. 

Mr.  Hunter  arrived  in  Burlington  and 
commenced  his  work  in  April,  1872,  as  night 
operator.  Later  he  was  sent  to  various  dif- 
ferent stations  on  the  Burlington  road  as 
operator  and  finally,  in  1881,  when  W.  J. 
Davenport,  station  agent  in  Corning,  was 
appointed  division  freight  and  passenger 
agent,  Mr.  Hunter  was  appointed  station 
agent,  having  been  employed  there  for  seven 
years  previously  as  operator.  He  continued 
in  this  capacity  until  he  was  appointed  gen- 
eral agent  in  1887,  with  headquarters  at  Des 
Moines.  In  1889  he  removed  his  residence 
to  Des  Moines  and  continued  to  be  general 
agent  of  the  Burlington  system  until  1892, 
when  he  was  elected  vice  president  of  the 
Iowa  National  Bank.  Mr.  Hunter's  quali- 
fications as  a  railway  traffic  man  were  of  the 
highest  quality  and  had  he  decided  to  remain 
in  that  branch  of  the  service  he  would  soon 
have  attained  high  rank.  His  energy  and 
Ijrasp  of  affairs  brought  an  enormous  amount 
of  business  to  the  company.  As  a  banker 
he  was  no  less  successful,  for  he  increased 
the  deposits  and  general  business  of  the  bank 
of  which  he  was  manager  until  it  became 
one  of  the  strongest  three  or  four  banks  in 
Des  Moines.  In  1893,  upon  the  death  of  B. 
F.  Kauffman,  president  of  the  Iowa  National 
Bank,  Mr.  Hunter  was  elected  to  succeed 
him  and  served  until  1894,  when  he  was  ap- 
pointed postmaster.  Upon  retiring  from  the 
postoffice  he  was,  in  1899,  again  elected  pres- 
ident of  the  Iowa  National  Bank  and  served 
two  years,  retiring  in  1901,  when,  with  oth- 
ers, he  sold  the  bulk  of  his  holdings  in  the 
hank  and  became  associated  with  others  in 
the  organization  of  the  Iowa  State  Bank  of 
Dfes  Moines,  of  which  he  is  now  vice  presi- 
dent. Mr.  Hunter  is  also  heavily  interested 
in  four  or  five  other  banks  and  is  president 
of  the  New  York  Wall  Paper  Company  of 
Des  Moines,  a  concern  which  is  doing  busi- 
ness on  a  large  scale.  So  much  for  a  busi- 
ness career  which  would  entirely  employ  the 
activities  of  most  men  and  is  yet  but  half 
told. 

It  is  as  a  politician  that  Mr.  Hunter  is 
best  known  in  the  state.    He  went  into  poli- 


tics upon  his  acquiring  a  permanent  resi- 
dence in  Corning  and  was  actively  associated 
with  the  democratic  party  in  its  organization 
in  Adams  county.  He  served  two  terms  as 
county  treasurer  of  Adams  county,  from 
1882  to  1886,  and  was  elected  to  represent 
the  Eighth  district  on  the  democratic  state 
central  committee  in  1884.  In  1887  he  was 
elected  chairman  of  the  committee,  serving 
in  that  capacity  two  years,  and  two  years 
more,  in  1889  an(^  ^90,  as  chairman  of  the 
executive  committee.  During  the  first  two 
years  Charles  D.  Fullen,  afterward  United 
States  district  attorney,  was  secretary  of  the 


committee,  and  during  the  last  two  years 
was  chairman,  although  Mr.  Hunter  was  the 
controlling  spirit  in  the  operation  of  all  four 
campaigns.  He  achieved  the  first  election 
of  Governor  Boies  and  planned  the  cam- 
paign which  resulted  in  electing  more  demo- 
cratic congressmen  than  were  ever  elected 
in  Iowa  before  or  since.  That  was  in  1890, 
when  six  of  the  eleven  districts  went  demo- 
cratic. During  this  time  and  until  1896  Mr. 
Hunter  was  undoubtedly  the  most  active  and 
influential  democrat  in  Iowa.  He  was  ap- 
pointed postmaster  of  Des  Moines  by  Pres- 
ident Cleveland  in   1894  and  served   four 
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years.  Being  a  thorough  sound  money  man 
he  refused  to  follow  the  majority  of  his 
party  in  the  support  of  free  silver  and  Bryan 
and  in  the  campaign  of  1896  and  again  in 
1900  Mr.  Hunter,  with  his  accustomed  en- 
ergy and  genius  for  organization,  contrib- 
uted his  valuable  services  to  the  sound 
money  cause  and  rendered  important  aid  in 
the  election  and  re-election  of  William  Mc- 
Kinley.  Mr.  Hunter  was  at  the  beginning 
of  this  period  regarded  as  a  sound  money 
democrat,  but  he  soon  saw  the  futility  of 
hoping  to  bring  his  party  out  of  the  posi- 
tion it  had  assumed,  and  not  being  in  sym- 
pathy with  its  position  on  other  matters,  he 
has  for  several  years  considered  himself  a 
republican  and  has  exercised  no  small  in- 
fluence in  the  politics  of  the  state  as  an 
active  worker  for  the  election  of  Senator 
Gear  in  1899  and  1900  and  upon  other  oc- 
casions. He  has  many  times  been  entrusted 
with  the  responsibility  of  looking  after  im- 
portant business  interests  affected  by  legis- 
lation and  politics  and  has  been  a  most  effi- 
cient and  trusted  representative.  Few  men 
in  the  state  have  ever  gained  the  acquaint- 
ance or  the  knowledge  of  men  and  local  sit- 
uations throughout  the  state  that  Mr.  Hunter 
has.  He  is  known  everywhere  among 
friends  and  opponents  alike  as  a  man  who 
keeps  his  word,  and,  having  made  a  promise, 
always  carries  it  out. 

Mr.  Hunter  was  married  in  Corning  on 
Thanksgiving  Day,  1881,  to  Miss  Nellie  A. 
Crooker.  To  them  have  been  born  four  sons 
and  a  daughter:  Trimble  H.,  Glenn  B.,  Ken- 
neth B.,  Edward  H.,  Jr.,  and  Gladys. 


as  a  brakeman  and  worked  for  one  year.  He 
then  came  west  to  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  ar- 
riving there  March  1,  1872.  He  imme- 
diately secured  a  position  on  the  Burlington, 
Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern  Railway  as  a 
brakeman  and  served  in  that  capacity  for 
some  months.  He  had  an  ambition  to  be- 
come an  engineer  and  secured  a  place  as 
fireman.  After  three  years  and  six  months 
spent  in  mastering  the  art  of  driving  the 
great  iron  horse  he  was  promoted  and  made 
a  locomotive  engineer.  He  served  faithfully 
in  that  position  until  October  17,  1881,  when 
his  engine  went  through  the  Ralston  Creek 


CALKINS,  Adelbert  Theodore,  of 
Iowa  City,  proprietor  of  the  People's  Steam 
Laundry,  formerly  president  and  manager 
and  principal  owner  of  the  Iowa  City  Daily 
and  Weekly  Republican,  was  born  Septem- 
ber 7,  1854,  in  Madison  county,  New  York. 
His  parents  were  Nathaniel  and  Ella  Calkins. 

A.  T.  Calkins  received  his  early  education 
near  the  little  hamlet  of  Tilden  Hill,  Oneida 
county,  New  York.  In  1871,  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  years,  he  went  into  the  service  of 
the  New  York  &  Oswego  Midland  Railway 


bridge  near  Iowa  City,  the  accident  being 
caused  by  the  underpinning  of  the  bridge 
giving  way.  He  was  severely  injured  and 
was  unable  to  work  for  eleven  months,  dur- 
ing which  time  the  railway  company  paid 
the  bills  and  settled  with  him  when  his  in- 
juries were  repaired  as  well  as  could  be,  by 
paying  him  a  handsome  sum  as  damages. 
Mr.  Calkins  then  returned  to  the  service  of 
the  same  company  and  was  in  control  of  im- 
portant runs  for  four  years  and  five  months, 
when  he  received  another  terrible  injury, 
caused  by  a  collision,  which  incapacitated 
him  for  work  for  five  months.     As  he  had 
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not  been  to  blame  for  either  of  these  acci- 
dents, in  either  one  of  which  he  might  easily 
have  been  killed,  he  concluded  that  the  care- 
lessness of  others  might  one  day  cost  him  his 
life,  when  the  payment  of  damages  which  he 
received  both  times  from  the  railway  com- 
pany, would  do  him  no  good.  So  he  decided 
to  quit  railroading  and  engage  in  some  safer 
occupation.  He  then  located  in  Iowa  City 
and  went  into  the  oil  delivery  business,  which 
he  followed  with  success  for  three  years, 
when  he  disposed  of  it  and  started  a  steam 
laundry,  the  first  in  Iowa  City.  This  he  con- 
ducted until  July  17,  1893,  when  he  sold  it, 
after  having  made  it  earn  him  a  small  for- 
tune. In  1894  he  purchased  the  controlling 
interest  in  the  Iowa  City  Republican,  which 
his  business  ta£t  and  large  acquaintance  and 
popularity  enabled  him  to  conduct  success- 
fully in  a  democratic  county.  Through  its 
columns  and  in  every  other  way  he  spared 
no  effort  to  work  for  and  upbuild  Iowa  City, 
by  expenditure  of  time,  labor  and  money. 
His  proprietorship  of  this  newspaper  con- 
tinued until  June  1,  1898,  when  he  severed 
his  connection  with  the  world  of  journalism 
for  an  indefinite  length  of  time,  at  least. 

Soon  after  this,  being  a  prime  factor  in 
nearly  every  lodge  in  Iowa  City,  he  assisted 
in  the  organization  of  the  Columbia  Hearth- 
stone, a  fraternal  insurance  organization, 
which  gained  great  strength  and  member- 
ship in  a  remarkably  short  time. 

In  June,  1900,  thirsting  for  the  activities 
of  commercial  life  again,  he  returned  to  his 
old  love,  the  laundry  business,  and  started 
the  People's  Steam  Laundry  in  the  same 
business  place  that  saw  his  initial  venture 
successfully  inaugurated,  and  prosperously 
conducted.  Once  more  prosperity  is  attend- 
ing him  and  today  he  is  owner  of  one  of  the 
best  and  most  successful  business  enterprises 
of  its  character  in  Iowa. 

Mr.  Calkins  is  a  prominent  politician.  He 
is  a  staunch  republican  and  has  frequently 
served  his  party  in  Johnson  county,  by  hard, 
efficient  work,  serving  for  several  years  as 
chairman  and  treasurer  of  the  republican 
countv  central  committee. 


FELL,  Marion  Albert,  of  Garner,  is  a 
grandson  of  Jacob  Fell  of  New  Jersey.    The 


father  of  Marion,  Joseph  D.  Fell,  and  his 
mother,  Jane  Christie,  were  married  at  Por- 
tage Hty,  Wisconsin,  July  11,  1859,  and  re- 
sided at  Kilburn  City,  Wisconsin,  where  he 
was  born  May  26,  i860,  and  is  of  Scotch 
descent.    • 

His  parents  moved  to  Hancock  county, 
Iowa,  in  May,  1875,  where  they  purchased  a 
farm.  He  worked  on  the  farm  summers,  go- 
ing to  school  in  the  winter  months.  At  an 
early  age  he  established  a  loan  and  real  es- 
tate business,  under  the  firm  name  of  Marion 
A.  Fell  &  Company,  which  business  he  still 
conducts  at  Garner,  Iowa. 


He  is  a  firm  believer  that  the  lands  of  the 
central  and  western  states  are  as  good  an  in- 
vestment as  can  be  found.  He  loans  money 
extensively  and  invests  heavily  in  real  es- 
tate, buying  half  a  township  of  land  at  a 
time.  He  has  also  invested  in  mineral  lands 
in  different  sections.  Mr.  Fell  has  always 
been  a  republican  in  politics,  frequently  rep- 
resenting Hancock  county  in  the  district  and 
state  conventions.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Modern  Woodmen 
of  America  and  Knights  of  the  Globe. 

Mr.  Fell  assisted  in  the  organization  of 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Garner,  Iowa,  in 
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1892,  and  was  elected  a  member  of  its  Board 
•of  Directors.  He  was  also  one  of  the  or- 
ganizers of  the  State  Savings  Banks  at 
Klemme,  Iowa,  and  Goodell,  Iowa.  He  had 
charge  of  the  location  of  the  Cedar  Rapids, 
Garner  &  Northwestern  Railway,  and  as- 
sisted in  financing  the  enterprise  to  a  success- 
ful termination.  He  also  contributed,  with 
the  citizens  of  Garner,  to  the  erection  of  a 
$40,000  court  house,  to  be  given  to  the 
county. 

Mr.  Fell  was  married  October  15,  1887,  to 
-Mabel,  the  daughter  of  Lieutenant  George 
W.  Robinson  and  Jane  Crabtree  Robinson. 
They  have  three  children:  Eva  Jane,  born 
October  18,  1889;  Marion  Vernon,  born 
August  23,  1892,  and  Joseph  George,  born 
September  26,  1896. 


ROACH,  William  Leroy,  of  Muscatine, 
is  a  gentleman  of  many  talents  and  the  en- 
ergy necessary  to  develop  them  and  make 


them  of  the  most  use  to  mankind.  He  is  a 
native  of  Iowa,  born  in  Muscatine,  August 
10,  1863,  and  the  notable  success  which  he 
has  achieved  is  wholly  an  Iowa  concern,  for 


all  his  life  has  been  spent  in  this  state.  His 
father's  name  was  William  Martin  Roach, 
and  his  mother's  maiden  name  was  Cella 
Mary  Davidson.  William  LeRoy  Roach  re- 
ceived a  good  common  school  education,  in- 
cluding the  high  school  course.  He  stood 
well  in  his  classes  arid  excelled  in  mathe- 
matics. In  early  life  he  showed  a  taste  for 
business  and  ability  to  take  care  of  himself. 
He  worked  during  vacations  and  on  Satur- 
days from  early  boyhood  and  was  very 
economical,  husbanding  his  resources  with 
ambitious  ideas  for  the  future.  He  began  in 
a  small  way  and  gradually  but  surely  built 
up  one  of  the  largest  concerns  of  its  kind  on 
the  Mississippi  River,  the  Muscatine  Sash 
and  Door  Company,  which  manufactures  all 
kinds  of  doors  and  interior  finishings,  sash, 
blinds,  moldings,  etc.,  giving  employment  to 
a  large  force  of  men.  Mr.  Roach  is  one  of 
the  best  known  and  most  influential  lumber 
men  in  the  west,  and  is  actively  associated 
with  the  western  organizations  connected 
with  his  line  of  business.  He  is  president  and 
general  manager  of  the  company  in  which 
he  is  the  principal  stockholder. 

Mr.  Roach  has  always  been  an  active, 
earnest  and  influential  republican.  He  took 
an  active  part  as  speaker  in  the  campaign  of 
1894,  when  George  M.  Curtis  was  elected  to 
congress  from  the  Second  district,  and  sur- 
prised his  friends  who  did  not  know  of  his 
ability  as  a  speaker.  He  has  given  every 
year  all  the  time  to  the  republican  party 
which  he  could  possibly  spare  from  his  bus- 
iness. He  might  have  had  the  congressional 
nomination  and  election  in  1898,  but  de- 
clined to  be  a  candidate  or  to  allow  his  name 
to  be  used.  The  same  is  true  of  1894,  but 
he  preferred  to  work  for  another  rather  than 
for  himself.  In  1897  he  was  appointed  post- 
master of  Muscatine. 

In  1900  Mr.  Roach  was  temporary  chair- 
man of  the  republican  state  convention, 
which  met  in  Des  Moines  August  1,  and  ful- 
filled the  expectation  of  his  friends  by  deliv- 
ering one  of  the  strongest  convention 
speeches  the  party  in  Iowa  has  listened  to. 
Again  in  1900  the  republican  congressional 
nomination  in  the  Second  district  was  with 
difficulty  avoided  by  Mr.  Roach.  He  in- 
sisted upon  declining  it,  however,  largely  out 
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of  deference  to  his  business  associates,  who 
depended  upon  his  personal  attention  to  the 
large  interests  in  which  they  had  invested, 
relying  upon  his  management  to  make  them 
successful.  But  he  gave  much  of  his  time  to 
the  campaign,  making  many  effective 
speeches  in  eastern  Iowa. 

No  one  appreciates  a  good  book  better 
than  W.  L.  Roach,  and  few  men  have  a  finer 
collection  of  valuable  books  than  he.  He 
knows  the  value  of  books  of  all  kinds  and  in 
his  travels,  which  have  been  extensive  in  this 
country,  he  has  picked  up  many  rare  and 
precious  volumes.  His  library  includes  a 
large  number  of  valuable  first  editions,  se- 
lected with  fine  discrimination  and  good 
taste. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order, 
Knights  of  Pythias,  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America,  the  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Wordmen,  the  Maccabees  and  the  Sons  of 
the  Revolution,  the  latter  indicating  that  he 
descended  from  an  old  revolutionary  family. 
He  was  married  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri, 
February  21,  1887,  to  Margaret  E.  McCar- 
thy. They  have  had  four  sons:  John  Ed- 
ward, Robert  and  James,  who  died  in  child- 
hood. 


ent  branches  of  medical  science.  In  1893  he 
went  to  Chicago  and  took  a  polyclinic  course. 
Upon  his  return  to  Rolfe  a  partnership  was 
formed  with  William  O.  Beam,  Jr.,  and  the 


BEAM,  Wilna  Watson,  M.  D.,  a  prac- 
ticing physician  of  Rolfe,  Pocahontas  county, 
is  prominent  in  his  profession  and  in  the  bus- 
iness and  social  circles  of  his  town.  He  was 
born  in  Jones  county,  Iowa,  June  26,  1858, 
and  had  the  advantages  of  the  excellent 
schools  of  that  part  of  the  state  until  fifteen 
years  of  age,  when  he  entered  Cornell  Col- 
lege at  Mt.  Vernon  and  took  a  three  years' 
course.  His  father,  Dr.  Willaim  O.  Beam, 
is  a  leading  physician  and  surgeon  of  Iowa 
Falls,  and  under  his  instruction  the  son  be- 
gan the  study  of  medicine  when  but  fifteen 
years  of  age.  The  family  resided  at  the 
time  in  Dysart,  Iowa,  and  from  that  place  in 
1880,  the  young  man  departed  to  finish  his 
professional  education  in  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  the  Iowa  State  University.  Imme- 
diately following  graduation  he  located  in 
Rolfe  and  here  he  has  been  engaged  in  active 
practice  ever  since,  except  such  time  as  was 
spent  in  taking  special  courses  in  the  differ- 


same  was  continued  for  one  year,  at  which 
time  Dr.  William  O.  Beam,  Jr.,  removed  to 
Moline,  where  he  is  now  engaged  in  a  large 
and  lucrative  practice.  Dr.  Beam  is  a  re- 
publican and  a  member  of  the  Masonic  or- 
der, having  been  a  charter  member  of  Pilot 
Lodge  467,  King  Davis  Chapter  48,  Calvary 
Commandery  24  at  Fort  Dodge,  and  Des 
Moines  Consistory;  also  El  Kahir  Temple, 
Mystic  Shrine,  Cedar  Rapids;  I.  O.  O.  F., 
A.  O.  U.  W.,  M.  W.  A.,  Home  Forum  and 
M.  Brotherhood  of  America,  in  all  of  which 
he  has  held  important  official  positions.  In 
a  professional  way  he  affiliates  with  the 
American  Medical  Association,  Iowa  State 
Medical  Society,  Northwestern  Iowa  Med- 
ical Society  and  the  International  Associa- 
tion of  Railway  Surgeons.  The  Doctor  takes 
a  special  interest  in  surgery  and  is  local  sur- 
geon for  the  C.  &  N.  W.  and  the  C,  R.  I.  & 
P.  Railway  Companies.  He  has  held  these 
positions  for  about  fifteen  years.  He  is  not 
a  member  of  any  club  or  purely  social  society, 
as  his  time  is  too  much  occupied  with  the  du- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


5^o 


PROGRESSIVE    MEN    OF    fOWA. 


ties  of  his  profession.  He  has  a  wife  and 
two  daughters  to  whom  he  is  greatly  de- 
voted. Mrs.  Beam,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Emma  Brown,  is  a  woman  of  culture  and 
nobility  and  is  a  model  housekeeper.  They 
were  married  May  12,  1886.  The  two  chil- 
dren are :  L.  Hazel  and  Wilna  O. 


HESS,  John  P.,.  of  the  firm  of  Day  & 
Hess,  Council  Bluffs,  dealers  in  first  mort- 


gage bonds  and  real  estate,  lives  on  a  large 
farm  three  miles  from  the  city,  and  is  largely 
interested  in  horticulture.  He  was  born  in 
Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania,  April  30, 
1 85 1,  and  is  the  son  of  John  K.  Hess  and 
Anna  Stauffer  Hess.  His  parents  were  both 
Pennsylvania  Germans  and  so  were  their 
ancestors  for  several  generations  back.  They 
were  mostly  farmers  and  the  family  of  whom 
we  speak  was  in  moderate  financial  circum- 
stances, owning  a  farm  of  about  seventy 
acres.  As  a  young  man  the  father  of  our  Mr. 
Hess  was  a  miller  by  trade,  but  after  he  was 
married  went  to  farming.     He  was  also  a 


(minister  in  a  religious  denomination  called 
Menonites,  a  sect  that  was  very  prominent  io 
Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  is  com- 
posed almost  altogether  of  Pennsylvania  Ger- 
mans. The  first  Mr.  Hess  in  this  country, 
who  was  the  great-great-grandfather  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  came  to  America  in 
1 71 2  and  settled  in  Lancaster  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, buying  land  from  William  Penn. 
Mr.  Hess  never  had  any  professional  train- 
ing. His  education  was  obtained  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  his  native  county,  but  this 
training  was  thorough  enough  to  enable  him 
to  obtain  a  certificate  to  teach  school  and  he 
followed  this  occupation  for  a  time.  He  was 
married  in  the  spring  of  1872  to  Susan  Kon- 
itscher,  of  Ephrita,  Lancaster  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  after  that  for  about  eight  years 
he  operated  a  farm  in  Lancaster  county.  In 
the  spring  of  1879  'ie  went  to  Grundy  county, 
Iowa,  where  he  remained  for  six  months, 
and  in  September  went  to  Council  Bluffs  and 
located  on  the  beautiful  Elm  wood  fruit  farm 
where  he  now  lives.  This  was  then  consid- 
ered a  worn  out  tract,  as  it  had  been  formerly 
occupied  by  the  early  Mormon  settlers.  The 
farm  originally  consisted  of  160  acres,  but 
Mr.  Hess  has  added  forty  acres.  The  greater 
part  of  it  is  planted  in  fruit,  and  Mr.  Hess 
has  proven  the  property  anything  but  waste 
land,  for  he  has  been  very  successful  in  the 
fruit  business.  Soon  after  he  secured  the 
farm  he  saw  that  the  soil  was  well  adapted 
to  fruit  culture  and  he  planted  extensively. 
The  farm  includes  all  kinds  of  fruit  that  can 
be  grown  in  that  locality,  and  the  owner  has 
been  well  repaid  for  the  investment.  He  is 
prominently  connected  with  the  Southwest- 
ern Iowa  Horticultural  Society,  and  was 
president  of  the  society  in  1896-97.  He  is 
also  connected  with  the  Council  Bluffs  Fruit 
Growers'  Shipping  Association.  The  pro- 
ceedings of  the  horticultural  society  shows 
that  Mr.  Hess  has  actively  participated  in 
the  discussions.  For  a  number  of  years 
after  coming  to  Council  Bluffs  Mr.  Hess 
made  investments  for  New  England  capital* 
ists,  buying  real  estate  mortgages,  and  die 
growth  of  this  business  made  it  necessary 
for  him  to  open  an  office  in  Council  Bluffs* 
and  finally  the  formation  of  a  partnership  be- 
tween himself  and  Mr.  F.  J.  Day  of  Council 
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Bluffs,  who  has  been  in  the  real  estate  and 
loan  business  for  a  number  of  years.  They 
joined  their  interests  in  1880,  and  have  since 
been  actively  engaged  in  the  real  estate,  loan 
and  insurance  business. 

Mr.  Hess  has  always  been  a  republican, 
and  cast  his  first  vote  for  U.  S.  Grant  for 
president  in  1872.  He  has  never  held  any 
office  except  as  a  member  of  the  school 
board,  school  treasurer,  and  such  minor  offi- 
ces. He  has  been  frequently  urged  by 
friends  to  accept  more  important  offices,  but 
has  always  declined.  Mr.  Hess  and  his 
family  belong  to  the  First  Presbyterian 
church  of  Council  Bluffs.  The  growth  of 
his  business  in  the  city  has  not  deprived  Mr. 
Hess  of  all  interest  in  the  farm,  which  has 
always  been  a  source  of  pleasure  as  well  as 
profit  to  him.  Mr.  and  Mrs  Hess  have 
three  children.  The  oldest,  J.  J.  Hess,  is 
now  practicing  law  in  Council  Bluffs,  having 
graduated  from  the  law  department  of  the 
Iowa  State  University  in  1895.  E.  A.  Hess 
is  the  superintendent  of  the  farm,  and  Adam 
K.  Hess  is  also  at  home. 


DAILY,  Dr.  Milton,  of  Sheldon,  is  a 
well-trained  and  most  promising  young  phy- 
sician. He  is  the  son  of  Ziba  B.  Daily,  a 
well-to-do  farmer,  worth  about  $40,000. 
Dr.  Daily's  father  was  born  in  1830  in 
Northmoreland,  Pennsylvania,  and  is  of 
American  parentage.  At  the  age  of  eight- 
een he  began  learning  the  tanner's  and  cour- 
ier's trade,  and  worked  at  it  for  seven  years, 
at  the  end  of  which  time,  in  1852,  he  came 
west,  settling  first  at  Thornton,  Indiana, 
where  he  remained  until  April  1,  1855,  when 
he  came  to  Waukon,  Iowa,  for  a  few  months, 
and  finally  located  on  a  farm  near  Le  Roy, 
Moner  county,  Minnesota,  where  he  has 
since  resided.  For  many  years  he  taught 
school  during  the  winter  time.  The  Doc- 
tor's mother,  Jane  C.  Vargason,  was  born  in 
1836  at  Sharon,  Michigan,  and  is  of  German 
parentage.  She  was  brought  up  and  lived 
on  a  farm  until  1854,  when  she  moved  with 


her  parents  to  Indiana,  and  from  there  to 
Waukon,  Iowa.  She  was  married  to  Mr. 
Daily  in  the  fall  of  1855,  just  before  his  re- 
moval to  Minnesota. 

Dr.  Milton  Daily  was  born  on  his  father's 
farm  at  Le  Roy,  Moner  county,  Minnesota, 
October  26,  1869.  He  began  his  education 
in  the  country  school,  and  after  completing  a 
high  school  course  entered  Carlton  college 
at  Northfield,  Minnesota,  in  1889.  He  at- 
tended the  institution  three  years,  during 
which  time  he  was  a  member  of  the  Philoma- 
thean  society.  He  left  Carlton  college  in 
the  spring  of  1892,  and  entered  the  medical 


department  of  Hamline  university  at  Minne- 
apolis, where  he  completed  a  course  in  medi- 
cine, graduating  in  the  spring  of  1895  w*th 
the  degree  of  M.  D.  C.  M.  Immediately 
after  his  graduation  he  began  the  practice  of 
medicine  in  partnership  with  Dr.  F.  R. 
Woodard,  at  211  Franklin  avenue,  Minneap- 
olis. Here  he  remained  the  balance  of  the 
year,  and  on  January  1,  1896,  he  opened  up 
an  office  of  his  own  at  Sheldon,  O'Brien 
county,  Iowa,  where  he  still  remains,  enjoy- 
ing a  good  practice. 
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WEAVER,  General  James  B.     Prom- 
inent as  a  statesman  and  in    political    and 
military  circles,  General  Weaver,  now  a  resi- 
dent of  Colfax,  is  known  throughout  the  na- 
tion.    He  was  born  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  June 
I2>  l&33>  and  is  a  son  of  Abram  and  Susan 
Imley  Weaver,  the  former  a  native  of  Ohio 
and  the  latter  of  New  Jersey,  and  descended 
from  honored  Colonial  Revolutionary  stock. 
The    paternal    great-grandfather,    William 
Weaver,  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  the 
Revolution,    and    the    grandfather,    Henry 
Weaver,  while  a  lad  in  his  teens,  also  served 
in  the  latter  years  of  that  war.     He  also 
served  in  the  War  of  1812.     He  had  com- 
mand of  Fort  Washington  at  Cincinnati  at 
one  time  and  remained  in  the  service  until 
the  close  of  hostilities.     For  a  number  of 
years  he  filled  the  position  of  Judge  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Hamilton  county, 
Ohio,  and  died  at  an  advanced  age.     The 
maternal  grandfather,    George  Imley,  was 
long  a  resident  in  New  Jersey,  came  of  a 
family  of  English  manufacturers,  and  wa* 
also  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  18 12.    The  par- 
ents of  the  General  had  thirteen  children,  of 
whom  seven  are  now  living.    General  Weav- 
county,  October  17,  1847.    His  parents  were 
er  spent  the  first  eight  years  of  his  life  in 
the  Buckeye  state  and  in  Michigan  and  then 
was  brought  by  his  parents  to  Iowa,  where 
he  has  since  made  his  home.    He  was  reared 
on  a  farm  and  began  his  education  in  a  log 
school  house  such  as  frontier  settlements  af- 
forded, but  he  early  realized  the  need  of  an 
education  and  determined  to  pursue  a  thor- 
ough classical  course.    His  abilities,  talents 
and  tastes  seemed  to  call  him  to  a  learned 
profession,  and  he  studied  law.     After  two 
years'  private  study,  Mr.   Weaver  entered 
the  law  department  of  Cincinnati  College  and 
graduated  in  the  spring  of  1855  with  the  de- 
gree of  Bachelor  of  Laws.    He  then  returned 
home,  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  chosen 
profession  and  took  an  active  part  in  the  or- 
ganization of  the  republican  party  in  his  sec- 
tion of  the  state.    The  home  life  of  General 
Weaver  has  been  very  pleasant.     He  was 
happily  married  July  14,  1858,  to  Miss  Clara 
Vinson,  a  daughter  of  Cuthbert  and  Deborah 
Sewers  Vinson.     Her  father  belonged  to  a 
distinguished  Maryland  family,  extensively 


engaged  in  marine  traffic.  Eight  children 
have  been  born  to  General  and  Mrs.  Weaver, 
three  sons  and  five  daughters,  seven  of  whom 
are  now  living,  Paul,  the  seventh,  haing  died 
at  the  age  of  three  years.  General  and  Mrs. 
Weaver  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
church,  and  she  is  a  prominent  worker  in 
the  Women's  Christian  Temperance  Union. 
Socially,  he  is  connected  with  the  Knights  of 
Labor,  the  Farmers'  Alliance  and  Industrial 
Union.  His  political  connection  has  been 
with  two  parties.  His  father  was  a  Jackson 
democrat,  but  James  B.  joined  the  republican 
party,  which  he  supported  until  1877,  since 


which  time  he  has  been  connected  with  the 
Peter  Cooper,  or  Greenback  movement,  un- 
der whatever  name  it  has  been  known.  For 
ten  years  he  edited  the  Iowa  Tribune. 

When  Sumpter  was  fired  upon  no  one  re- 
sponded with  greater  promptness  to  the  call 
of  the  government  than  General  Weaver, 
and  few  rendered  more  real  service,  or  had  a 
more  brilliant  career.  He  enlisted  as  a  pri- 
vate in  April,  1861,  in  Company  G,  Second 
Iowa  Infantry.  He  was  elected  first  lieu- 
tenant by  his  company  and  at  once  entered 
upon  active  service.  The  Second  was  a  re- 
nowned regiment  and  the  General  was  never 
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off  duty.  Donelson,  Shiloh  and  Corinth 
were  all  glorious  but  sanguinary  occasions 
for  the  Second.  The  evening  before  the 
bloody  battle  of  Corinth,  he  was  commis- 
sioned Major  of  his  regiment.  The  next 
day  his  colonel,  James  Baker,  was  mortally 
wounded,  leaving  Major  Weaver  second  in 
command.  By  the  first  volley  the  day  fol- 
lowing, Lieutenant  Colonel  Mills  was  also 
mortally  wounded.  This  left  Weaver  in 
command,  and  he  led  his  regiment  gallantly 
and  triumphantly  through  the  day's  battle, 
and  was  recommended  for  Colonel  and  at 
once  commissioned.  He  commanded  the 
regiment  longer  than  any  other  officer  and 
frequently  commanded  his  brigade.  His  was 
a  brilliant  service.  He  was  brevetted  Brig- 
adier General,  for  conspicuous  services  and 
gallantry  on  the  field,  and  at  the  close  of  the 
war  he  was  honorably  discharged. 

In  peace  the  General  was  even  more  dis- 
tinguished than  in  war.  In  1866  he  was 
elected  District  Attorney  for  the  Second  ju- 
dicial district  and  declined  a  second  term. 
For  six  years  he  was  internal  revenue  as- 
sessor for  the  First  district  of  Iowa.  In 
1875  he  was  the  choice  of  the  republicans 
for  governor,  but  at  the  convention  the  ma- 
jority was  forced  by  the  minority,  through 
intrigue  and  manipulation,  to  leave  their 
choice  and  consent  to  the  nomination  of  Sam- 
uel J.  Kirkwood.  In  1878  he  ran  as  Green- 
back candidate  for  congress  in  the  Sixth 
district  against  the  republican  nominee, 
Judge  Sampson,  and  with  a  normal  repub- 
lican majority  of  4,000  to  overcome  he  beat 
his  opponent  2,100  votes.  In  the  Forty- 
sixth  congress  he  became  national  by  his 
famous  debate  with  Garfield,  and  his  thir- 
teen weeks'  struggle  with  Speaker  Randall 
for  recognition,  in  which  Weaver  was  suc- 
cessful, and  as  a  result  he  was  nominated  by 
the  national  party  in  1880  for  the  presidency 
of  the  United  States.  In  the  canvass,  which 
was  a  brilliant  one,  he  received  357,000 
votes.  In  1884  he  again  ran  for  congress 
and  was  elected.  In  1886  he  was  re-elected 
against  Hon.  John  Donnell.  In  1888  John 
F.  Lacey  beat  him,  after  a  heated  contest. 
In  1892  he  was  again  nominated  for  the 
presidency,  at  Omaha,  by  the  People's  Party. 
In  this  memorable  contest  he  received  twen- 


tytwo  electoral  votes  that  were  counted  and 
several  that  through  technicalities  were  not 
counted.  In  1894  he  was  again  nominated! 
for  congress  by  the  populists  and  endorsed 
by  the  democrats  in  the  Ninth  district,  and: 
although  he  received  many  more  votes  than 
the  combined  vote  of  the  two  supporting  par- 
ties, he  was  defeated.  It  falls  to  the  lot  of 
but  few  men  in  any  generation  to  have  ex- 
perienced such  a  career.  But  such  is  the 
military  and  civil  history  of  General  Weaver, 
all  too  briefly  told.  A  volume  might  be 
written  full  of  interest  and  replete  with  in- 
structive lessons.  For  the  past  five  years 
he  has  led  the  life  of  a  retired  philosopher 
at  Colfax,  confining  himself  largely  to  study* 
and  occasionally  writing  for  the  magazines 
and  newspapers,  but  always  ready  for  a  cam- 
paign. He  published  a  book  in  1892,  en- 
titled, "A  Call  to  Action,"  which  attracted 
a  great  deal  of  attention  and  reached  a  wide 
sale.  He  is  a  man  of  the  people  and  for  the 
people  under  all  circumstances.  A  majority 
of  the  people  of  Iowa  and  the  nation,  per- 
haps, disagree  with  General  Weaver  on  his 
political  views,  but  a  very  large  minority  of 
of  both  endorse  them,  and  all  believe  in  his 
sincerity  and  devotion  to  what  he  believes 
to  be  right.  General  Weaver  is  an  ardent 
supporter  of  Mr.  Bryan.  He  was  again  the 
nominee  of  his  followers  for  congress  in  the 
Sixth  district  in  1898,  and  gave  John  F. 
Lacey,  the  republican  nominee,  the  hardest 
race  he  has  experienced  during  his  career. 


SHEPARDSON,  Jared  B.,  a  leading 
business  man  of  Marble  Rock,  has  been  pres- 
ident of  the  Marble  Rock  Bank  for  more 
than  twenty-five  years — every  since  its  es- 
tablishment in  1874.  He  comes  of  good 
New  England  ancestors  and  possesses  the 
typical  thrift  of  the  Yankee.  His  parents 
were  both  natives  of  Virginia.  His  father 
was  William  Shepardson,  and  his  mother's 
maiden  name  was  Hannah  Eaton. 

Jared  B.  Shepardson  was  born  December 
4,  1830,  on  a  farm,  where  he  grew  to  man- 
hood and  was  trained  to  hard  work  from  his 
earliest  years.  He  had  no  great  educational 
advantages,  as  the  only  schooling  he  had  was 
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obtained  at  the  common  district  school, 
which  at  that  time  was  none  too  good.  But 
he  secured  the  rudiments  here,  adding  much 
to  his  store  of  knowledge  by  habits  of  study 
and  observation  in  after  life.  At  twenty  he 
began  working  out  as  a  farm  hand,  receiv- 
ing as  wages  the  sum  of  twelve  dollars  per 
month.  Mr.  Shepardson  came  to  Iowa  in 
1862  from  Illinois.  He  settled  on  a  farm 
near  Marble, Rock,  his  present  home.  His 
means  were  pretty  limited  just  at  this  time, 
and  for  a  time  he  lived  in  a  log  house  with 
a  sod  roof.  He  continued  to  farm  for  twelve 
years  and  was  prosperous  and  successful.  In 


1874  he  left  the  farm  and  moved  to  the  town 
of  Marble  Rock,  where  he  was  one  of  the 
leading  organizers  of  the  bank,  of  which  he 
has  been  president  ever  since.  During  re- 
cent years  he  has  spent  the  winters  either  in 
the  South  or  in  California,  where  he  owns 
an  orange  orchard  of  thirty  acres,  which 
bears  abundantly  at)d  is  one  of  his  many 
sources  of  income. 

Mr.  Shepardson  has  always  been  a  repub- 
lican, having  voted  the  ticket  ever  since  the 
organization  of  the  party  in  1856.  He  has 
held  numerous  local  offices,  such  as  justice 
of  the  peace  and  county  supervisor,  and  in 


1876  represented  his  district  in  the  lower 
house  of  the  Sixteenth  General  Assembly  of 
Iowa. 

Mr.  Shepardson  is  married  and  has  two 
children:  a  daughter,  Mamie,  who  lives  in 
California,  and  a  son,  who  is  cashier  of  the 
Marble  Rock  Bank. 


M'VEY,  Alfred  Henry,  a  successful  law- 
yer of  Des  Moines,  was  born  in  Fayette  coun- 
ty, Ohio,  and  is  the  son  of  Edmund  and  Sarah 
Eastlack  McVey.  The  McVey  family  (the 
name  then  being  spelled  MacVeagh)  came 
to  America  from  Scotland  about  the  year 
1654,  and  the  grandfather  of  A.  H.  McVey 
removed  from  Pennsylvania  to  southern  Ohio 
about  1800.  Mr.  McVey's  mother  is  descend- 
ed from  an  old  English  family.  Her  father, 
Marmaduke  Eastlack,  located  in  New  Jersey 
about  the  time  the  McVey  family  settled  in 
Ohio. 

In  his  boyhood  Alfred  H.  McVey  was  a 
pupil  in  the  public  schools  in  Ohio  and  was 
prepared  for  college  at  the  Southwestern 
Xormal  school  in  Lebanon,  Ohio.  His 
education  was  interrupted  by  the  Civil 
War,  for  although  he  was  only  a  boy,  he  en- 
listed in  the  Seventy-ninth  Ohio  Volunteer 
Infantry  and  served  faithfully  as  a  private 
soldier  until  he  was  honorably  mustered  out. 
Returning  from  the  war,  he  entered  the  Ohio 
Wesleyan  University,  in  Delaware,  Ohio,  and 
was  graduated  in  the  classical  course  in  1868 
with  honors.  For  a  time  he  was  a  teacher 
in  that  college,  but  soon  entered  the  law  de- 
partment of  Cincinnati  College,  which  was 
then  the  oldest  law  school  west  of  the  Alle- 
ghanies,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  due 
course.  He  at  once  began  the  practice  of 
his  profession  in  Wilmington,  Ohio,  and  was 
successful  from  the  start.  Removing  to  To- 
ledo, Ohio,  three  years  later,  he  became  gen- 
eral counsel  for  the  Toledo,  Cincinnati  &  St. 
Louis  Railway  Company,  and  besides  had  a 
large  local  practice,  chiefly  in  the  United 
States  courts. 

In  1883  'Sir.  McVey  yielded  to  a  desire  he 
had  long  cherished,  and  coming  west,  he  lo- 
cated in  Des  Moines,  where  he  had  since 
practiced  with  increasing  success.     He  was 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PROGRESSIVE    MEN   OF    IOWA. 


553 


for  a  number  of  years  a  member  of  the  dis- 
tinguished firm  of  Cole,  McVey  &  Clark,  but 
in  1896  he  took  into  partnership  his  son, 
Edmund  H.  McVey.  Ever  since  he  came  to 
Des  Moines,  Mr.  McVey  has  been  considered 
*one  of  the  leading  lawyers  of  the  city  and 
he  has  had  a  large  and  select  list  of  clients. 
He  has  given  especial  attention  to  corpora- 
tion and  insurance  law,  and  it  is  as  an  insur- 
ance lawyer  that  he  is  best  known  through- 
out the  West.  His  practice  extends  into  sev- 
eral states.  The  firm  engaged  also  in  the 
general  practice  of  the  law.  The  firm  of 
McVey  &  McVey  has  finely  equipped  offices, 
with  an  unusually  good  library,  in  the  Good 
Block  in  Des  Moines. 


In  December,  1901,  he  was  appointed  dis- 
trict judge  in  Polk  County  by  Governor  Les- 
lie M.  Shaw. 

Mr.  McVey  was  married  in  January,  1869, 
to  Miss  Anna  Holmes,  daughter  of  Kev.  Wil- 
liam Holmes,  who  is  a  direct  descendant  of 
Obadiah  Holmes,  who  came  from  England 
in  1639  and  settled  in  Salem,  Massachusetts. 
He  assisted  Roger  Williams  in  founding  the 
Baptist  church  in  America  and  was  one  of 
th^  original  proprietors  of  New  Jersey,  where 
he  secured  extensive  grants  from  the  English 


38 


crown.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McVey  have  five  chil- 
dren. Frank  L.,  born  in  1870,  was  graduat- 
ed from  the  Ohio  Wesleyan  University  in 
1893  and  from  Yale  University  in  1896  with 
the  degree  of  Ph.  D.  He  is  now  professor 
of  political  economy  in  the  University  of 
Minnesota.  Edmund  IL,  born  in  1871,  is  a 
graduate  of  Yale  University,  where  he  earned 
♦high  honors,  and  is  now  his  father's  law 
partner.  William  P.,  born  in  1873,  was 
graduated  from  Des  Moines  College  and  from 
Drew  Theological  Seminary  in  Madison, 
New  Jersey,  where  he  took  first  honors.  He 
studied  for  a.  time  in  the  University  of  Leip- 
sic,  Germany,  and  is  now  a  leading  pastor 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  Kate, 
born  in  1880,  is  a  graduate  of  the  Women's 
College  in  Baltimore.  Charles,  born  in  1882, 
is  a  student  in  Drake  University. 

The  McVey  home,  on  North  Fourth  street 
in  Des  Moines,  is  one  of  the  most  atnactive 
in  the  city.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McVey  are 
cultured  people,  and  they  have  brought  up 
their  children  surrounded  by  a  large  library 
of  good  books,  and  helpful  influences. 


BISHOP,  Judge  Charles  Alvord,  dis- 
trict judge  of  the  Ninth  judicial  district,  has 
been  for  twenty-five  years  a  leader  in  the 
legal  profession  in  Iowa,  part  of  the  time  as 
a  practicing  lawyer,  but  for  a  number  of 
years  one  of  the  ablest  district  judges.  His 
father  was  Matthew  P.  Bishop,  a  teacher  and 
farmer,  who  was  born  in  Vermont  and  came 
to  Waukesha  county,  Wisconsin,  when  a 
young  man.  He  afterwards  removed  to  Wal- 
worth county,  Wisconsin,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  farming  until  his  death  in  1883. 
His  wife,  Judge  Bishop's  mother,  was  Koxana 
Alvord.  Their  son,  Charles  A.,  was  born  in 
Eagle,  Waukesha  county,  Wisconsin,  May 
22,  1854.  His  education  was  received  in  the 
common  schools  of  Wisconsin,  although  he 
applied  himself  to  higher  studies  at  home  and 
has  always  been  of  studious  habits.  He  read 
law  at  home  on  the  farm  and  while  teaching 
school  winters.  As  a  farmer's  boy,  his  youth 
was  not  marked  by  any  special  incidents,  and 
his  first  earnings  came  from  work  in  the 
harvest  field.    He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at 
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Waupaca,  Wisconsin,  in  1875,  and  the  next  Alvin  Haskins  was  taken  in  and  the  firm  be- 
year  came  to  La  Porte  City,  Black  Hawk     came  Baker,  Bishop  &  Haskins.     About  a 
county,  Iowa,  where  for  a  year  he  practiced     year  later  Mr.  Bishop  went  out  of  the  firm 
law  with  his  uncle,  George  Bishop.    The  lat-     and  became  assistant  attorney  general.     He 
ter  retired  from  the  practice  and  his  nephew      was  specially  employed  in  connection  with 

the  work  of  the  board  of  railroad  commis- 
sioners and  in  the  enforcement  of  the  new 
railroad  tariff  law.  He  assisted  Attorney 
General  Baker  in  preparing  the  Pullman 
car  tax  cases,  the  Sweney  corporation  bill 
case,  several  cases  growing  out  of  the  rail- 
road law  and  prohibitory  liquor  law,  all  of 
which  were  carried  to  the  United  States  su- 
preme court  and  there  determined.  Early  in 
1879  Mr.  Bishop  opened  an  office  for  general 
practice  in  Des  Moines,  continuing  as  assist- 
ant to  the  attorney  general,  then  John  Y. 
Stone.  He  was  employed  by  Governor  Lar- 
rabee  to  defend  him  against  the  criminal  in- 
dictment for  libel  growing  out  of  what  was 
known  as  the  Chester  Turney  case,  the  gov- 
ernor having  been  indicted  by  the  grand  jury 
of  Polk  county  at  the  instigation  of  Mrs. 
Turney,  mother  of  the  convict  in  the  peni- 
tentiary whom  the  governor  had  declined  to 
pardon.     The  governor  was  acquitted. 

When  Judge  Joswh  Given  was  appointed 
supreme  judge  in  March,  1889,  Mr.  Bishop 
was  appointed  district  judge  in  the  Ninth 
district,  county  of  Polk,  upon  the  request 
of  the  bar  of  the  county,  and  served  out  the 
rest  of  the  term,  which  expired  December 
31,  1894.  In  the  latter  year  Judge  Bishop 
was  nominated  with  W.  L.  Read  and  J.  H. 
Deitrich  upon  a  non-partisan  bar  ticket,  the 
lawyers  desiring  to  take  the  judiciary  out  of 
politics.  The  ticket  was  endorsed  by  the 
democratic  county  convention,  but  the  repub- 
lican convention  nominated  a  straight  ticket, 
which  was  elected,  as  the  county  was  very 
heavily  republican.  Upon  ijetiring  from  the 
bench,  Judge  Bishop  again  resumed  prac- 
tice, first  in  the  firm  of  Bishop  &  Wilcoxen, 
and  later  at  the  head  of  one  of  the  strongest 
firms  in  the  city — Bishop,  Bowen  &  Fleming. 
This  firm  had  a  very  large  and  lucrative 
practice,  and  the  services  of  Judge  Bishop 
were  in  constant  demand  in  important 
trials.  He  preferred,  however,  to  serve  on 
the  bench,  although  this  entailed  financial 
sacrifice.  In  1897  he  was  again  appointed 
to  the  district  bench  to  succeed  Judge  W.  A. 
Spurrier,  who  had  resigned.  This  appoint- 
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^continued  alone  for  several  years,  when  he 
^took  Cato  Sells  as  a  partner  until  1883.    At 
vthis  time  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Judge 
;S.  Bagg,  of  Waterloo,  and  shortly  afterward 
ythey  removed  to    Minneapolis,    Minnesota. 
About  a  year  later  Judge  Bagg  died,  and 
,Mr.  Bishop  returned  to  Iowa,  going  to  Chero- 
kee, where  for  a  few  months  he  was  editor 
of  the  Cherokee  Times.     He  had  previous 
newspaper  experience  in  La     Porte     City, 
where,  in  addition  to  practicing  law,  he  had 
been  editor   of   the  Review   for   about   two 
years. 

Not  desiring  to  abandon  the  profession 
of  the  law,  Mr.  Bishop  remained  in  the 
Cherokee  newspaper  office  but  a  short  time, 
pnd  in  about  six  months  he  took  advantage 
pf  an  offer  to  enter  the  office  of  Baker  & 
Kavanaugh  in  Des  Moines.  This  firm  was 
composed  of  A.  J.  Baker,  then  attorney  gen- 
eral, and  Marcus  Kavanaugh,  then  city  soli- 
citor. Shortly  afterward  Kavanaugh  became 
district  judge  and  retired  from     the     firm. 
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ment  also  came  at  the  unanimous  request  of 
the  Dee  Moines  bar.  At  the  election  in  1898 
Judge  Bishop  was  elected  for  the  full  term, 
which  expires  December  31,  1902.  The 
unanimous  verdict  of  those  competent  to 
judge  is  that  Judge  Bishop  is  admirably  fitted 
for  the  discharge  of  judicial  duties.  He  pos- 
sesses the  judicial  quality  of  mind,  and  be- 
sides, is  a  thorough  student,  a  scholarly  man 
and  one  who  takes  pride  in  the  quality  of 
his  work.  He  has  often  been  considered 
available  for  the  supreme  bench,  and  in  the 
present  year  (1901)  was  early  presented  as 
a  candidate  to  succeed  Judge  Given  for  su- 
preme judge.  Had  it  not  been  for  a  local 
complication  in  the  form  of  a  candidacy  for 
governor,  which  absorbed  the  claims  of  the 
county,  he  would  have  had  little  or  no  oppo- 
sition for  this  nomination,  which  under  these 
circumstances,  went  to  another. 

Judge  Bishop  has  always  been  a  republican 
and  has  often  been  honored  by  the  party, 
which  he  has  served  in  many  ways.  In  1878 
and  1879  he  was  mayor  of  La  Porte  City. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives from  Black  Hawk  county  in  1882.  The 
Judge  belongs  to  the  Masonic  order,  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Odd  Fellows  and 
the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks. 
He  has  been  Eminent  Commander  of  Temple 
Commandery,  No.  4,  and  is  now  Prelate  of 
that  commandery.  He  was  First  Exalted 
Ruler  of  the  Des  Moines  lodge  of  Elks,  and 
is  a  member  of  the  Grant  Club.  He  is  an 
active  member  of  the  Unitarian  church. 

Judge  Bishop  was  married  November  3, 
1873,  to  Delia  M.  Dow,  who  died  January 
12,  1900.  Three  children  were  born  to 
them:  Alvord  L.,  born  in  1877;  Lura  J., 
born  in  1879,  and  Josephine  K.,  born  in 
1888. 


MOORE,  Milton  A.,  of  Le  Mars,  is  one 
of  the  early  pioneers  of  Iowa,  and  holds  a 
prominent  place  among  the  state's  most  suc- 
cessful and  prosperous  business  men.  His 
energy  and  thrift  are  typical  of  the  people 
from  whom  he  is  descended,  for  his  ancestors 
were  among  the  sturdy  Puritans  who  came 
to  this  country  during  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury.    They  settled  first  in  Massachusetts, 


but  soon  after  the  Revolution  removed  to  Ver- 
mont. Mr.  Moore's  father,  Martin  Moore, 
was  a  farmer  of  moderate  circumstances,  who 
was  born  in  1803,  and  died  in  1878.  His 
mother,  Dolly  Dean  Moore,  died  in  1862, 
aged  59  years. 

M.  A.  Moore  was  born  August  19,  1845, 
in  Dumeston,  Vermont.  His  early  education 
was  obtained  at  the  crude  little  country  school 
house  of  the  neighborhood,  and  he  after- 
wards spent  two  years  in  an  academy  at 
Brattleboro,  Vermont.  He  left  school  at  the 
age  of  sixteen,  and  at  seventeen  found  his 
way  to  Boston,  with  but  a  dollar  in  his  pocket. 
Here  he  found  his  way  to  Boston,  with  but 
a  dollar  in  his  pocket.  Here  he  secured  a 
position  as  clerk  in  a  wholesale  produce  store 
and  remained  three  years — from  1862  to 
1865.  In  January,  1866,  he  came  to  Iowa, 
and  located  at  Dubuque,  where  he  engaged 
in  the  wholesale  lumber  and  grain  business 
with  a  brother,  under  the  firm  name  of  M. 
H.  Moore  &  Company — this  before  he  was 
twenty-one  years  old.    In  the  fall  of  the  same 


year  he  helped  organize  the  Dubuque  Lum- 
ber Company,  serving  as  its  secretary  until 
January  1,  1879,  when  he  resigned  to  locate 
in  Le  Mars.  For  ten  years,  beginning  in 
1876,  he  was  at  the  head  of  the  firm  of  Moore 
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Loring  Company,  engaged  in  selling  lumber 
and  coal  at  Le  Mars.  The  firm  dissolved  in 
1886,  and  since  then  Mr.  Moore  has  been 
interested  in  the  lumber  and  coal  business 
at  Kingsley,  Moville,  Remsen  and  Akron, 
Iowa,  and  Elk  Point,  South  Dakota,  main- 
taining at  the  same  time  a  business  in  Le 
Mars  in  partnership  with  F.  H.  Post,  under 
the  firm  name  of  M.  A.  Moore  &  Compaiiy. 
He  has  been  connected  with  nearly  all  the 
important  corporations  organized  at  Le  Mars, 
and  at  present  holds  prominent  offices  in  the 
following:  The  Union  Hotel  Company, 
Normal  School  Association,  Improvement 
Company,  First  National  Bank  and  Ply- 
mouth Milling  Company.  He  has  always 
been  interested  in  every  public  enterprise  of 
the  city,  and  has  done  more  than  his  share  to 
promote  the  welfare  of  such  undertakings,  be- 
lieving that  it  is  the  first  duty  of  every  public- 
spirited  citizen  to  do  all  he  can  for  his  home 
town  or  city. 

In  politics  Mr.  Moore  has  always  been  a 
republican.  He  held  the  office  of  mayor  of 
Le  Mars  for  five  years,  retiring  in  1889.  He  is 
not  a  member  of  any  religious  denomination, 
but  attends  the  Congregational  church,  and 
at  present  is  chairman  of  the  board  of  trus- 
tees at  Le  Mars. 

Mr.  Moore  was  married  January  9,  1873, 
at  McGregor,  to  Miss  Mary  Brady.  They 
have  four  daughters:  Lillie  M.,  born  June 
18,  1874,  now  Mrs.  Olin  H.  Round;  Alice 
E.,  born  June  12,  1876;  Sybill  J.,  born 
August  24,  1878,  and  Ceila  B.,  born  Decem- 
ber 17,  1881. 


NASH,  John  Alasco,  of  Audubon,  is  a 
son  of  a  well  known  pioneer  preacher,  Rev. 
John  A.  Nash,  D.  D.,  of  Des  Moines,  and 
was  born  in  Des  Moines  May  9,  1854.  His 
mother  was  Mary  E.  Hepburn,  a  cousin  of 
Congressman  Hepburn.  Mr.  Nash  was  edu- 
cated in  Des  Moines,  having  the  benefit  of 
the  excellent  public  schools,  and  completing 
the  course  in  Des  Moines  College,  which  was 
then  known  as  the  University  of  Des  Moines. 
He  graduated  there  in  1873.  He  graduated 
in  law  from  Simpson  College,  Indianola,  in 
1876,  and  went  to  Audubon  June  21,  1878, 
and  commenced  the  practice  of  law  with  B. 
S.  Phelps,  with  whom  he  is  still  in  partner- 


ship. They  do  a  real  estate  and  loan  busi- 
ness in  addition  to  their  law  practice.  Pre- 
vious to  entering  upon  the  practice  of  law* 
Mr.  Nash  had  been  engaged  in  the  nursery 
business.  He  was  married  September  1, 
1880,  to  Gertrude  E.  Russell,  of  Audubon. 
They  have  two  children:  Beatrice,  born 
June  11,  1881,  and  Oretchen,  born  August 
25,  1883.  He  was  a  member  of  Company  A, 
Third  Regiment,  Iowa  National  Guard,  an«i 
was  advanced  from  private  to  captain.  He 
belongs  to  the  Masons,  Knights  Templars 
Shriners,  Knights  of  Pythias  and  Modern 
Woodmen,  and  is  captain  of  the  Audubon 
division  of  the  Uniformed  Rank,  Knights  of 
Pythias.  He  has  always  been  a  republican 
and  cast  his  first  presidential  vote  for  Ruth- 
erford B.  Hayes.  He  has  been  prominent  in 
the  party  conventions.  In  the  McKinley  earn. 
paign  of  1806  he  changed  the  politics  of  hi* 
county  from  300  democratic  to  400  republi- 
can. Mr.  Nash  is  a  direct  descendant  of 
Edward  Nash  of  Lancaster,  England,  who 
settled  in  Stratford,  Connecticut,  in  1648, 
and  afterwards  moved  to  Norfolk,  He  had 
a  son  John  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch  i» 
the  seventh  generation,  the  oldest  in  each 
case  being  named  John. 
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M'CRARY,  Alvin  Jasper,  late  judge  of 
the  First  judicial  district  of  Iowa,  one  of 
the  best  known  lawyers  in  the  state,  is  a  na- 
tive of  Iowa  and  comes  from  an  old  historic 
family.  He  is  the  son  of  Abner  H.  and 
Narcissa  Mangum  McCrary.  They  were  mar- 
ried in  1834  and  came  to  Van  Buren  county 
when  Iowa  was  still  a  territory.  A.  H.  Mc- 
Crary was  truly  a  state  builder,  for  he  was 
representative  and  senator  from  Van  Buren 
county  during  the  formative  period  of  the 
state.  He  helped  to  organize  the  republican 
party  in  Iowa  City  in  1856,  and  has  steadily 
and  enthusiastically  supported  it  ever  since. 
Father  and  Mother  McCrary  have  passed 
their  sixty-third  wedding  anniversary,  and 
are  still  living  together  like  two  lovers  in 
their  honeymoon.  They  sit  by  their  fireside 
in  perfect  peace  and  happiness,  enjoying  the 
savings  of  an  industrious  and  frugal  farm- 
er's life.  The  pleasure  they  derive  from  the 
frequent  visits  of  their  children,  grandchil- 
•dren  and  great-grandchildren  amply  com- 
pensates them  for  the  struggles  of  their  early 
life  when  they  were  laying  the  foundation 
for  this  home  and  for  the  state  itself. 

Alvin  Jasper  McCrary,  the  third  son  and 
fourth  child  of  Abner  H.  and  Narcissa  M. 
McCrary,  is  descended  from  a  long  line  of 
Scotch-Irish,  Protestant  ancestry,  running 
back  to  1730  in  America.  They  landed  at 
New  Castle,  Delaware,  and  soon  went  to 
•Chester  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  later  to 
Adams  and  York  counties.  The  battle  of 
■Gettysburg  was  fought  on  their  ancestral 
grounds.  The  best  manhood  of  the  family 
was  given  to  the  cause  of  freedom  in  the 
War  of  the  Revolution  and  subsequently  in 
1812;  also  in  the  strife  with  the  Indians, 
then  so  frequent.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  born  in  Van  Buren  county,  Iowa,  just 
before  the  territory  emerged  into  statehood. 
He  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and 
the  academy  of  Daniel  Lane  in  Keosauqua, 
and  later  attended  Oskaloosa  College.  The 
fever  for  enlistment  in  the  war  of  the  rebel- 
lion seized  him  in  his  early  youth,  before 
he  could  be  passed  for  enlistment,  being  of 
slight  build  and  delicate  physical  strength. 
He  was  accepted,  however,  in  1864,  and 
served  until  mustered  out  by  order  of  the 
War  Department  in  the  fall  of  that  year. 
He  at  once  entered  upon  the  study  of  law 


under  the  instruction  of  Hon.  George  Q. 
Wright,  then  a  judge  of  the  supreme  court 
of  Iowa.  In  the  fall  of  1865,  he  entered  the 
office  of  Rankin  &  McCrary  in  Keokuk,  with 
which  he  has  been  connected  since  that  time, 
making  his  home  in  Keokuk.  He  was  ad- 
v  mitted  to  the  bar  in  September,  1866,  and 
in  the  United  States  court  by  Justice  Samuel 
F.  Miller  in  Des  Moines  the  following  Octo- 
ber. From  that  time  to  the  present  he  has 
been  engaged  in  an  arduous,  continuous 
practice.  In  February,  1895,  Governor  Jack- 
son appointed  Mr.  McCrary  to  succeed  Judge 
J.  M.  Casey,  deceased,  as  judge  of  the  First 
judicial  district.  The  appointment  was 
unanimously  requested  by  the  bar  of  the 
district,  which  had  decided  upon  Mr.  Mc- 
Crary as  the  best  man  to  bring  the  neglected 
work  of  the  courts  up  to  date,  and  he  did  not 
disappoint  them.  His  judicial  career  was 
marked  by  a  very  small  percentage  of  ap- 
peals, and  nearly  all  the  appeals  were  af- 
firmed. He  was  strongly  presented  by  the 
bar  and  by  others  who  knew  him  for  the  re- 
publican nomination  for  supreme  judge  in 
1895,  and  would  undoubtedly  have  been  nom- 
inated had  it  not  been  for  the  fact  that  Judge 
Josiah  Given  was  a  candidate  for  a  second 
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term.  The  law  firm  of  which  Judge  McClary 
is  the  successor  is  a  historic  one,  going  back 
fifty  years.  In  1847  it  was  Curtis,  Rankin 
&  Love,  the  latter  being  the  one  who  was  ap- 
pointed judge  of  the  United  States  district 
court  in  1856.  The  firm  changes  and  history 
are  as  follows:  1851,  Rankin  &  Love;  1856, 
Rankin  &  Miller;  1857,  Rankin,  Miller  & 
Enster;  1862,  Rankin  &  McCrary;  1868, 
Rankin  &  McCrarys;  1870,  McCrary,  Milk* 
&  McCrary;  1874,  George  &  A.  J.  McCrary; 
1876,  McCrary,  Hagerman  &  McCrary; 
1882,  Hagerman,  McCrary  &  Hagerman; 
1884,  McCrary  k  Hagerman;  1886,  Craig, 
McCrary  &  Craig;  1893,  McCrary  &  Craig; 
1896,  A.  J.  McCrary.  Justice  Samuel  F. 
Miller  of  the  United  States  supreme  court 
was  a  member  of  this  firm,  and  so  was  George 
W.  McCrary,  judge  of  the  United  States  cir- 
cuit court  for  the  Eighth  circuit,  who  re- 
signed to  become  general  solicitor  of  the  At- 
chison, Topeka  &  Santa  Fe  Railway  Com- 
pany. 

Judge  McCrary  has  been  much  interested 
in  educational  and  literary  matters,  having 
served  on  the  boards  of  three  colleges.  He 
was  one  of  the  professors  in  the  Keokuk  Col- 
lege of  Law.  In  1894-5  he  was  president 
of  the  Iowa  State  Bar  Association,  also  a 
member  of  the  American  Bar  Association, 
representing  Iowa  in  the  general  council  of 
that  association  for  several  years.  His  life 
has  seemed  too  much  filled  with  answering 
the  demands  of  his  profession  to  give  much 
time  to  secret  societies ;  but  he  has  given  much 
time  to,  and  helped  with  his  means,  the  re- 
ligious work  in  the  state,  having  been  for  five 
years  president  of  the  Iowa  State  Baptist 
Convention,  the  state  organization  of  the 
church  with  which  he  has  been  connected  for 
many  years.  He  was  married  in  New  York 
state,  June  24,  1868,  to  Annie  C.  Ford  of 
Oneonta,  New  York,  who  has  ever  since  been 
his  efficient  helpmeet.  Their  home  in  Keokuk 
has  long  been  the  center  of  a  large  circle  of 
cultured  and  refined  friends.  They  have 
two  daughters,  Grace  and  Inez,  whose  edu- 
cation in  music  and  literature  makes  their 
home  a  delight  to  all  their  friends. 


HORXSTEIX,  John,  of  Boone,  was  bom 
in  Brooklyn,  X.  Y.,  May  8,  1847.  His  father, 


Simon  Hornstein,  was  a  native  of  Austria, 
and  a  graduate  of  the  Prague  University. 
He  married  Charlotte  Goldman  of  Nachod, 
Bohemia,  in  1845,  and  the  young  couple  set 
out  for  America,  the  land  of  promise  for 
poor  men.  The  elder  Hornstein,  a  man  of 
fine  education,  was  ill  fitted  for  the  strug- 
gles of  a  new  country.  He  had  been  a  tutor 
in  the  old  country  and  his  education  did  not 
fit  him  for  the  scramble  for  wealth  on  this 
side  of  the  water.  He  was  for  three  years 
employed  as  a  draughtsman  on  the  building 
of  the  Brooklyn  Navy  yard,  taught  school 
some  time,  and  at  last  drifted     into    small 


merchandising.  His  life  was  a  struggle  to 
support  his  large  family,  which  consisted  of 
nine  children — six  boys  and  three  girls — 
eight  of  whom  grew  up.  John,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  was  the  eldest  chili  After 
a  struggle  of  ten  years  in  New  York  and 
Brooklyn,  the  elder  Hornstein  concluded  to 
try  his  fortune  in  the  west,  and  in  185tf  re- 
moved with  his  family  to  Wisconsin,  settling 
in  West  Bend.  Here  the  boy  John  pasted 
his  early  youth  and  enjoyed  the  very  limited 
school  facilities  of  a  primitive  town  in  the 
fifties.  The  family  being  poor,  higher  edu- 
cation was  not  to  be  thought  of,  and  in  1862, 
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before  he  was  fourteen,  he  was  apprenticed 
to  a  printer.  Having  felt  all  through  life 
the  need  of  a  practical  education  or  special 
training  or  trade  as  a  means  of  earning  a 
livelihood,  the  father  determined  that  his 
boys  should  be  taught  some  calling  in  which 
they  would  be  assured  of  a  living.  Each  was 
therefore  put  to  some  trade  as  soon  as  old 
enough. 

The  West  Bend  Democrat  was  the  printing 
office  in  which  young  Hornstein  learned  his 
trade.  For  his  services  as  "printer's  devil" 
he  received  the  munificent  salary  of  $50  the 
first  year,  boarding  himself  at  home.  The 
second  year  he  was  paid  $100,  and  the  third, 
$150.  By  that  time  he  had  learned  the  trade  • 
sufficiently  well  to  start  out  as  a  journey- 
man, which  he  did,  and  worked  in  printing 
offices  in  Milwaukee  and  Chicago.  Going 
back  to  West  Bend  in  1865,  he  was  compe- 
tent to  take  charge  of  the  office  in  which  he 
had  served  his  apprenticeship,  and  remained 
there  about  two  years. 

Desirous  of  seeing  something  of  the  world, 
and  anxious  to  supplement  his  limited  edu- 
cation with  at  least  a  practical  knowledge, 
be  went  to  New  York  City  in  1867.  Now  a 
competent  printer,  he  had  no  difficulty  in 
procuring  employment  and  made  good  wages. 
Knowing  that  he  had  no  influential  friends 
to  assist  him  and  that  if  he  succeeded  it  must 
be  by  his  own  unaided  efforts,  he  commenced 
from  the  first  to  save  a  portion  of  his  wages. 
The  struggle  was  at  times  a  hard  one.  For 
a  young  man  who  was  proud  spirited  and 
wanted  to  be  well  thought  of  by  his  fellows, 
it  was  irritating  to  be  unable,  or  rather,  un- 
willing, to  spend  all  his  earnings.  But  there 
was  no  middle  ground.  It  was  either  save 
sufficient  money  to  be  able  to  start  in  busi- 
ness or  be  a  tramp  printer  all  his  life.  The 
firmness  or  obstinacy  of  young  Hornstein 
overcame  many  obstacles.  While  not  miserly 
and  enjoying  a  reasonable  share  of  the  good 
things  of  life  from  the  excellent  wages  he 
was  now  earning,  he  managed  to  save  $1,000, 
which  was  the  amount  he  considered  essen- 
tial to  start  with.  In  June,  1870,  having 
gotten  together  this  sum,  and  feeling  richer 
than  he  ever  felt  before  or  since,  he  turned 
his  face  to  the  west  and  came  back  to  his  homo 
in  West  Bend,  Wisconsin,  for  a  visit.  He 
was  now  on  the  look  out  for  a  business  open- 


ing. One  was  not  found  at  once,  but  hear- 
ing that  the  Boone  County  Democrat,  of 
Boone,  Iowa,  was  for  sale,  he  entered  into 
correspondence  with  L.  Raguet,  the  owner. 
Going  to  Boone  he  purchased  a  half  interest 
in  the  office.  The  firm  of  Raguet  &  Horn- 
stein lasted  about  three  months,  when  Mr. 
Raguet  sold  his  interest  to  C.  D.  Waldo.  The 
firm  then  became  Hornstein  &  Waldo.  Mr. 
Waldo  was  one  of  the  owners  of  the  West 
*Bend  Democrat  when  Mr.  Hornstein  entered 
its  offices  as  an  apprentice  in  1862. 

The  partnership  of  Hornstein  and  Waldo 
lasted  a  little  over  two  years,  and  in  1872 
Mr.  Hornstein  purchased  his  partner's  inter- 
est and  became  sole  proprietor  of  the  Demo- 
crat. He  continued  to  publish  the  paper 
until  August  25,  1895,  when  he  sold  out,  the 
bill  of  sale,  by  a  singular  coincidence,  being 
dated  just  twenty-five  years  to  a  day  from 
the  date  he  first  bought  an  interest  in  the 
paper  and  became  a  resident  of  Boone — 
rounding  out  an  even  quarter  of  a  century 
in  the  editorial  harness.  The  early  day 
primitive  printing  office  had  in  the  mean- 
time grown  to  be  a  valuable  plant. 

August  15,  1882,  J.  Hornstein  and  Miss 
Lina  Schleiter  were  married  in  Boone.  The 
union  has  been  a  peculiarly  fortunate  one, 
and  their  married  life  a  dream  of  happi- 
ness. One  child,  a  boy,  Frederick  G.,  came 
to  bless  them  in  1884.  Mrs.  Hornstein  is  an 
intelligent,  cultured  woman,  in  every  sense 
a  helpmeet  to  her  husband. 

Politically  Mr.  Hornstein  has  always  been 
a  democrat.  In  1886  he  was  appointed  post- 
master of  Boone  by  President  Cleveland, 
serving  until  1891.  In  1893  he  was  elected 
mayor  of  Boone,  being  elected  as  the  candi- 
date on  the  business  men's  ticket  Though 
Boone  has  always  been  a  republican  city, 
he  was  elected  by  a  fair  majority.  Under 
his  administration  the  city  was  changed  from 
a  country  village  to  a  modern  city.  Mr. 
Hornstein's  theory  was  that  a  city  should  be 
run  in  the  same  manner  as  his  own  private 
business.  That  is,  there  should  be  no  hesi- 
tancy in  spending  money,  provided  there  was 
something  to  show  for  it ;  that  judiciously  ex- 
pended funds  made  the  property  of  the  city 
more  valuable.  Hence  he  favored  all  im- 
provements that  were  permanent.  While  he 
was  mayor  a  sewer  system  was  put  in,  the 
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business  streets  paved,  a  reservoir  put  in  at 
the  water  works,  the  water  system  extended, 
a  new  jail  put  in  the  city  hall,  the  police  uni- 
formed, the  city  lighted  with  electric  lights, 
and  other  valuable  improvements  made. 
Mr.  Hornstein  declined  to  be  a  candidate  for 
re-election.  After  selling  the  Democrat  in 
1895  he  took  a  rest  for  a  year.  On  October 
1,  1896,  he  was  again  appointed  postmaster 
of  Boone,  which  position  he  held  until  Jan- 


uary, 


1899. 


Mr.  Hornstein  is  as  noted  for  his  fine  social 
qualities  as  for  his  energy  and  careful  busi- 
ness judgment.  No  inland  city  was  ever 
blessed  with  a  better  mayor. 


BOOTH,  Edmund,  the  well  known  editor 
of  the  Anamosa  Eureka,  has  wielded  a  force- 
ful pen  in  Iowa  for  about  forty  years.  He 
came  to  the  state  in  1839,  and  in  company 
with  a  brother-in-law,  built  the  first  frame 
house  in  Jones  county.  Except  for  five  years, 
from  1849  to  1854,  during  which  he  was 
engaged  in  mining  in  California,  he  has  been 
a  resident  of  Jones  county.  During  all  this 
time  he  has  been  a  positive  force  in  the  com- 
munity, and  since  he  entered  the  newspaper 
field,  has  been  an  influential  factor  in  state 
politics. 

Mr.  Booth  was  born  in  Springfield,  Massa- 
chusetts, August  24,  1810.  He  lost  his  hear- 
ing by  sickness  at  the  age  of  four  years  and 
was  educated  at  the  American  School  for 
the  Deaf,  in  Hartford,  Connecticut,  where 
he  was  afterwards  for  some  years  a  teacher. 
He  had  no  college  education,  but  the  honor- 
ary degree  of  A.  M.  has  been  conferred  upon 
him  by  Oallaudet  College  for  the  Deaf  in 
Washington,  D.  C.  His  parents  were  Peter 
Booth,  a  farmer  and  rope-maker  in  comfort- 
able circumstances,  and  Martha  Eyre  Booth 
The  family  is  descended  on  the  father's  side 
from  Robert  Boothe,  who  came  from  Eng- 
land and  settled  in  Saco,  Maine,  in  1643. 
A  descendant  of  this  Robert  Boothe,  Cap- 
tain Joseph  Booth,  was  an  officer  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  and  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  is  his  grandson.  On  his  mother's  side 
the  family  descended  from  Thomas  Eyre, 
of  Norwich,  Connecticut,  who  came  from 
Liverpool,  England,  and  subsequently  settled 


in  Springfield,  Massachusetts.  He  was  a 
teacher  by  profession  and  the  family  in  Eng- 
land was  wealthy.  His  daughter  was  Ed- 
mund Booth's  mother. 

Without  business  or  professional  training, 
Mr.  Booth  began  farming  when  he  came  to 
Iowa.  He  had  worked  on  the  farm  in  boy- 
hood and  after  graduating  taught  for  seven 
years  in  the  Hartford  School  for  the  Deaf. 
He  followed  farming  in  Jones  county  for  ten 
years  and  was  married  July  26,  1840,  to 
Mary  Ann  Walworth,  a  deaf  mute,  educated 
at  the  Hartforcl  school. 


Mr.  Booth  was  one  of  the  famous  Cali- 
fornia "Forty-niners,"  but  five  years  was 
sufficient  to  bring  him  back  to  his  Iowa  farm 
as  the  most  reliable  source  of  wealth.  Soon 
after  he  became  editor  of  the  Anamosa 
Eureka.  He  was  for  four  years  associated 
in  the  publication  of  the  paper  with  Matt. 
Parrott,  afterwards  state  senator  and  lieu- 
tenant governor,  and  then  editor  of  the  Water- 
loo Reporter.  Subsequently  his  son,  Thomas 
E.  Booth,  was  taken  into  partnership,  though 
he  had  worked  with  his  father  since  March, 
1S58,  and  continuously  thereafter,  with  the 
exception  of  twenty  months,  in  building  up 
the  paper,  a  period  of  nearly  forty  yeare^ 
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He  is  a  practical  printer  and  an  editorial 
writer  of  force  who  has  aided  greatly  in 
bringing  the  paper  to  the  high  standard 
which  it  has  attained. 

The  Eureka  was  a  radical  Abolition  paper, 
one  of  the  very  best  known  in  the  state  in 
this  respect.  It  was  afterwards,  and  always 
has  been,  a  vigorous  advocate  of  the  princi- 
ples of  the  republican  party.  Mr.  Booth 
was  originally  a  whig  and  next  a  republi- 
can. He  was  county  recorder  for  six  years, 
and  was  enrolling  and  engrossing  clerk  in 
the  Iowa  legislature  in  1844.  He  was  the 
originator  of  a  movement  to  secure  the  edu- 
cation of  the  deaf  children  of  Iowa  in  the 
school  at  Jacksonville,  Illinois,  in  the  early 
years  before  Iowa  had  a  school  for  the  deaf. 
He  was  chairman  of  the  National  Conven- 
tion of  Deaf  Mutes  in  Cincinnati  in  1880. 
He  does  not  belong  to  any  church,  but  has 
a  strong  belief  in  an  overruling  Providence 
and  in  the  high  destiny  of  the  race. 

It  was  Edmund  Booth  who  gave  to  his 
home  town  the  name,  Anamosa.  In  the  early 
pioneer  days  an  Indian  family  stopped  at 
his  home.  Among  them  was  a  beautiful 
Indian  girl.  Mr.  Booth  inquired  her  name 
and  was  told  it  was  An-a-mo-sah,  meaning 
White  Fawn.  Soon  after  this  a  movement 
was  started  to  change  the  name  of  the  vil- 
lage, then  known  as  Lexington,  to  something 
less  common.  Mr.  Booth  suggested  the  name 
"Anamosa,"  and  it  was  at  once  adopted. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Booth  have  four  children: 
Thomas  Eyre  Booth,  born  February  11, 
1844;  Harriet  Booth,  born  February  22, 
1846,  died  July  31,  1847;  Harriet  Emma 
Booth  Leclere,  born  July  17,  1848,  the  wife 
of  a  prominent  and  widely  known  Presby- 
terian clergyman  in  northern  Texas,  and 
Frank  Walworth  Booth,  born  July  27,  1855, 
who  has  been  a  teacher  for  twenty  years,  and 
is  now  principal  of  a  department  in  the 
Pennsylvania  School  for  the  Deaf  in  Phila- 
delphia. 


WOOD,  Andrew  J.,  deceased.  Among 
tho  names  of  those  who  have  passed  into  the 
great  beyond  in  Poweshiek  county,  there  is 
no  name  held  in  more  kindly  reverence  or 
more  highly  honored  than  that  of  Hon.  A.  J. 


Wood.  He  was  born  in  Montgomery  coun- 
ty, New  York,  in  1835,  and  died  in  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  November  19,  1894.  His 
parents  were  Milton  and  Angelica  Wood. 
The  father  was  of  English  and  the  mother 
of  Irish  descent.  Mr.  Wood  was  educated 
in  the  common  schools  and  in  Carlisle  Col- 
lege, New  York.  After  his  collegiate  course, 
his  occupation  was  that  of  teaching  school. 
This  he  pursued  until  1862,  when  he  em- 
barked in  the  grocery  business.  He  came 
to  Illinois  in  1855  and  to  Iowa  in  1859,  em- 
barking in  the  grocery  business  in  Brooklyn 


in  the  latter  year,  and  subsequently  entered 
the  hardware  business  in  one  of  the  first 
stores  built  near  the  railway  depot,  then 
known  as  West  Brooklyn,  lie  was  always 
a  very  successful  business  man  and  acquired 
a  considerable  fortune. 

He  was  a  republican  from  the  organization 
of  that  party  and  a  political  leader  in  Powe- 
shiek county.  He  was  for  a  nuihber  of 
years  justice  of  the  peace,  member  of  the 
board  of  education,  member  of  the  board  of 
supervisors  and  for  two  terms  was  the  rep- 
resentative of  his  county  in  the  Iowa  legis- 
lature, being  in  the  Seventeenth  and  Eigh- 
teenth General  Assemblies,  in  1878  and  1880 
respectively.     He  was  a  man  of  independ- 
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ent  thought  and  action,  one  whose  integrity 
and  honor  were  universally  respected  and 
honored  by  his  fellow  men.  His  work  as 
a  legislator  was  especially  commendable  and 
won  for  him  the  highest  praise.  The  house 
of  representatives  of  the  Twenty-sixth  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  at  the  time  of  the  special  ses- 
sion held  during  the  winter  and  spring  of 
1897,  appointed  a  committee,  of  which  Hon. 
W.  G.  Ray  of  Poweshiek  county  was  chair- 
man, to  draft  resolutions  relative  to  the  death 
of  Mr.  Wood.  The  resolutions,  which  were 
unanimously  adopted  March  3,  1897,  by  a 
rising  vote,  were  as  follows : 

"Whereas,  an  all-wise  Provideace  has  re- 
moved by  death  the  Hon.  A.  J.  Wood,  a  wor- 
thy member  of  this  house,  from  Poweshiek 
county,  in  the  Seventeenth  and  Eighteenth 
General  Assemblies;  therefore,  be  it, 

"Resolved,  By  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, that  in  his  death  Iowa  mourns  the  loss 
of  an  upright  citizen  of  incorruptible  char- 
acter and  pure  manhood,  one  whose  sympa- 
thies were  always  with  the  toiling  masses, 
whose  record  as  a  legislator  is  without  stain, 
and  whose  life  is  reflected  as  a  rich  heritage 
in  the  best  laws  of  the  state,  which  in  honor- 
ing him  exalted  true  citizenship. 

"Resolved,  That  we  extend  our  sympathy 
to  the  bereaved  relatives,  and  that  these  reso- 
lutions be  spread  on  the  House  Journal,  and 
a  copy  forwarded  to  the  widow  by  the  clerk 
of  this  house. 

"W.  G.  Ray. 

J.  J.  LOWKY. 

"C.  C.  Doweli.." 

Mr.  Wood  was  a  leading  member  of  the  A. 
F.  &  A.  M.  a. id  I.  O.  O.  F.  fraternities  and 
an  active  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 
His  wife,  whom  he  married  in  1862,  and  who 
now  survives  him,  was  Fadilla  I.  Carson, 
of  Iowa  City.  To  them  were  born  two 
daughters,  Cora  Bell  and  Anna  Margaret. 
Mr.  Wood  was  a  good  example  of  a  self  made 
man  who  raised  himself  from  poverty  to 
competence  and  influence  bv  his  own  unaided 
exertions.  He  was  one  of  the  best  political 
managers  in  the  state,  one  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful business  men  and  a  man  of  integrity 
and  uprightness,  whose  character  may  well 
be  emulated  by  young  men. 


WHALEY,  Axvin  M.,  former  senator 
from  Butler  county,  was  born  in  Wy- 
oming county,  New  York,  May  14y 
1838.  As  a  child  he  was  a  pupil  in  the  com- 
mon or  district  schools  of  his  native  county 
until  at  the  age  of  fifteen  he  became  a  stud- 
ent in  Middlebury  Academy,  in  Wyoming 
county.  He  was  also  a  teacher  in  the  schools 
during  five  successive  winters,  earning  the 
means  thereby  to  complete  his  scholastic 
training. 

While  thus  engaged  in  peaceful  pursuits, 
with  no  harder  battles  before  him  than  those 
incident  to  the  teaching  of  a  school  of  learn- 
ing, came  the  call  of  a  terrible  and  bloody 
conflict.  The  War  of  the  Rebellion  came  up- 
on a  startled  people.  Always  prompt  and 
patriotic,  he  gave  a  quick  and  decided  re- 
sponse to  that  call.  With  several  of  his  class- 
mates he  was  among  the  first  to  volunteer 
for  the  defense  of  the  Union.  Having  been 
accepted  as  a  private  in  Company  K,  Seven- 
teenth regiment,  New  York  Volunteer  Infan- 


try, though  lacking  experience,  he  was  elect- 
ed by  his  comrades  second  lieutenant  of  the 
company,  and  went  immediately  to  the  front. 
From  this  on  he  participated  in  all  the  cam- 
paigns of  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  rejoic- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PROGRESSIVE    MEN    OF   IOWA. 


56* 


ing  in  its  victories  and  never  disheartened  by 
its  misfortunes.  For  bravery  and  meritori- 
ous conduct  he  was  successively  and  rapidly 
promoted  to  first  lieutenant  and  then  cap- 
tain. 

While  during  the  fierce  and  bloody  battle 
of  Fredericksburg,  Capt.  Whaley  was  lead- 
ing his  men  in  an  assault  upon  the  rebel 
works,  he  was  struck  in  the  head  by  a  mus- 
ket ball,  and  it  was  supposed  by  all  his  ca- 
reer was  then  to  end  and  his  was  to  be  an- 
other of  the  many  thousands  of  lives  ended 
on  the  battle  field  that  their  country  might 
live.  His  skull  was  fractured  and  several 
large  pieces  were  taken  from  the  wound. 
Prompt  and  skillful  medical  aid  saved  his 
life,  much  to  the  surprise  and  gratification 
of  his  comrades  and  friends.  The  nature  of 
his  wound,  his  treatment  and  recovery,  were 
so  remarkable,  that  his  case  was  reported  at 
length  and  published  in  full  in  the  Medical 
and  Surgical  History  of  the  War  of  the  Re- 
bellion, while  portions  of  his  fractured  skull 
are  now  in  the  Medical  Museum  at  Washing- 
ton. As  a  friend  remarked  at  the  time:  "The 
rebs  got  away  with  a  portion  of  theCaptain's 
head,  but  they  left  the  brains  all  there,"  and 
active  ones  they  always  have  been  and  are 
now.  After  being  discharged  from  the  hos- 
pital at  Georgetown  he  went  home  on  a  fur- 
lough. Returning  to  Washington,  he  was 
discharged  with  his  regiment  and  mustered 
out  at  New  York.  The  regiment  veteranized, 
and  he  was  commissioned  quartermaster  and 
served  as  assistant  quartermaster  general; 
was  ordered  to  Alabama,  from  there  to  Vicks- 
burg ;  was  in  Shennan's  Meridian  raid ;  went 
via  Decatur  and  Huntsville  to  Atlanta, 
where  they  joined  Sherman.  In  the  battle 
of  Jonesboro  nearly  one-half  of  his  regiment 
was  killed,  including  its  gallant  Colonel 
Grover.  When  they  reached  Savannah  he 
resigned,  and  returning  home  engaged  in 
farming  in  his  native  county.  He  came  to 
Iowa  in  1869,  settling  at  Aplington  in  But- 
ler county,  where  he  now  resides. 

He  is  a  republican  in  politics,  and  has  been 
repeatedly  honored  by  his  party.  In  1877 
he  was  elected  to  represent  Butler  county 
in  the  state  legislature,  and  re-elected  in 
1879.  He  served  his  constituents  so  faith- 
fully while  in  the  house,  that  upon  the  death 
of  Senator  W.  B.  Gaylord  he  was  elected  to 


fill  the  vacancy  as  senator  from  the  Forty- 
sixth  senatorial  district,  which  included  But- 
ler, Floyd  and  Mitchell  counties.  At  the 
expiration  of  the  term  he  was  re-elected,  serv- 
ing out  the  second  term  with  credit  to  himself 
and  honor  to  the  friends  who  elected  him. 
After  the  election  of  President  McKinley 
he  was  appointed  postmaster  at  Aplington, 
which  position  he  holds  at  the  present  time. 
His  oldest  son,  C.  G.,  is  his  assistant.  Mr. 
Whaley  has  been,  and  is,  a  useful  man  in 
social  and  religious  circles,  although  positive 
in  his  convictions,  he  is  yet  broad-minded* 
enough  to  concede  the  rights  of  others,  thus 
establishing  himself  firmly  in  the  hearts  of 
his  friends,  and  it  has  frequently  been  said 
that  those  who  know  him  best  love  him  most. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
having  attained  to  the  honor  of  the  Knights 
Templar  degree,  and  the  Mystic  Shrine.  His 
best  work  is  done  in  connection  with  the- 
church.  As  an  elder  in  the  Presbyterian 
church  he  has  repeatedly  represented  that 
body  in  presbetery,  and  in  1898  he  was  a 
delegate  to  the  General  Assembly  from 
Waterloo  Presbytery.  For  years  he  has- 
served  as  superintendent  of  the  Sabbath 
School,  and  is  an  active  member  of  the  Y. 
P.  S.C.  E. 

He  was  married  October  17,  1871,  to  Miss 
Jane  H.  Smith,  daughter  of  George  B. 
Smith,  who  was  one  of  the  prominent  early 
settlers  of  Butler  county.  They  have  four 
boys:  C.  G.,  G.  A.,  H.  H.  and  Wayne  S. 
For  many  years  Mr.  Whaley  was  actively 
engaged  in  business,  a  large  portion  of  the 
time  as  dealer  in  lumber  and  grain,  and  later 
in  the  banking  business,  but  of  late  years- 
had  retired  until  the  duties  of  postmaster 
called  him  into  active  service  again. 

Public  spirited  and  always  interested  in 
the  welfare  of  those  about  him,  he  well  de- 
serves a  place  among  the  Progressive  Men  of 
Iowa. 


WAITE,  John  Leaian,  editor  of  the  Bur- 
lington Hawk-Eye  and  postmaster  of  Burling* 
ton,  is  known  throughout  Iowa  as  one  of  th< 
leaders  in  the  profession  of  journalism  and 
for  the  high  standard  he  has  set  and  main- 
tained for  the  editorial  management  of  the 
Hawk-Eye,  with  which  he  has  been  connected 
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since  1869.  Mr.  Waite  was  born  in  Ravenna, 
Portage  county,  Ohio,  August  29,  1840.  He 
is  the  son  of  John  and  Martha  A.  (Clark) 
Waite,  the  former  a  native  of  New  York 
and  the  latter  of  Ohio.  John  L.  is  the  old- 
est of  their  three  children,  one  of  whom 
died;  the  other,  Mary  E.,  is  the  wife  of  R. 
M.  Hartzell,  of  Peru,  Kansas.  John  Waite 
in  his  early  life  was  a  cooper  by  trade  but 
in  1867  he  removed  to  Burlington  and  en- 
gaged in  the  grocery  business.  For  a  time 
he  was  a  commission  merchant  and  at  last 
a  farmer.  He  died  while  on  a  visit  to  Kansas 
in  June,  1894,  at  the  age     of     eighty-four 


fears.  His  wife  died  February  26,  1898. 
The  family  were  members  of  the  Methodist 
church.  During  his  residence  in  Ohio  and 
Iowa  Mr.  Waite  was  several  times  honored 
by  his  neighbors  with  local  offices  of  trust. 
The  Waite  family  came  to  this  country  from 
England  and  first  settled  in  Connecticut  iu 
colonial  days.  John  Waite,  the  present  edi- 
tor's grandfather,  was  born  in  New  York, 
where  he  was  a  farmer  and  contractor,  and 
served  as  a  private  in  the  War  of  1812.  He 
went  to  Michigan  about  1830  and  after  some 
years  of  active  life  in  that  state,  moved  to 
Ohio,  where  he  lived  with  his  son  and  died 
at  th?   age   of  eighty-two  years.      Ephriam 


Clark,  Mr.  Waite's  grandfather  on  his  moth- 
er's side,  was  born  in  Connecticut  and  was 
one  of  the  pioneers  of  northern  Ohio.  He 
located  on  a  farm  in  Talmage,  Summit 
county,  but  moved  to  Ravenna  where  he  op- 
erated a  large  carriage  factory  for  many  yean 
and  lived  to  be  more  than  eighty  years  old. 
Like  John  Waite,  he  was  an  achieving  man 
and  never  failed  in  what  he  tried  to  do.  At 
the  same  time  these  pioneers  of  Ohio  were 
honorable  in  the  finest  degree  and  gave  to 
their  descendants  a  sterling  type  of  charac- 
ter that  has  left  its  impression  upon  all  busi- 
ness with  which  they  had  to  do. 

John  L.  Waite  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Ravenna  and  attended  a  business 
college  in  Chicago.  For  twelve  years  he  was 
a  telegraph  operator  in  Lebanon  and  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  Chicago  and  Burlington.  His 
first  services  in  Burlington  were  for  the  Illi- 
nois &  Mississippi  Company  and  then  for 
the  Western  Union.  He  assisted  in  project- 
ing and  constructing  the  Burlington  &  Mis- 
souri River  Railway  Company's  road  tele- 
graph and  was  superintendent  of  the  line. 
His  natural  taste  for  newspaper  work  led  him 
into  a  connection  with  the  Hawk-Eye  in 
1869.  In  that  year  he  was  made  city  editor 
and  book-keeper.  In  1874  when  Frank  Hat- 
ton  bought  the  Hawk-Eye,  Mr.  Waite  was 
made  associate  editor  and  in  1877  was  pro- 
moted to  be  managing  editor.  In  this  re- 
sponsible position  he  served  with  recognized 
ability  until  1881,  when  he  was  appointed 
postmaster  of  Burlington.  After  four  years 
in  the  postoffice  he  returned  to  the  Hawk-Eye 
in  1885,  as  editor-in-chief  and  manager.  He 
is  now  editor  and  publisher,  ably  assisted 
in  the  business  department  by  Mr.  W.  B. 
Southwell,  manager,  and  his  son,  Clay  M. 
Waite,  business  manager.  In  1898  Mr. 
Waite  was  again  made  postmaster  of  Bur- 
lington in  recognition  of  services  rendered 
the  republican  party  as  editor  of  the  Hawk- 
Eye. 

Mr.  Waite  was  married  September  21, 
1864,  to  Miss  Letitia  C.  Williams,  daughter 
of  Thomas  M.  and  Letitia  Benning  Wil- 
liams of  Burlington.  Four  children  have 
been  born  to  them,  one  of  whom  died  in 
infancy.  Clay  M.,  born  October  9,  18M> 
is  now  business  manager  of  the  Hawk-Eye. 
Jessie  Benning,  born  June  11,  1875,  is  well 
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known  in  the  state  for  her  literary  work  and 
her  connection  with  women's  organization^ 
She  is  editor  of  the  "Woman's  Page"  of  the 
Burlington  Hawk-Eye  and  was  secretary  of 
the  Iowa  State  Federation  of  Women's  Clubs 
for  two  years,  and  was  recently  appointed 
by  Governor  Shaw  to  be  a  member  of  the 
state  library  commission.  She  and  her 
younger  sister,  Lola,  born  August  29,  1877, 
live  at  home  with  their  parents.  Clay  M. 
Waite  was  married  March  9,  1892,  to  Miss 
Ida  M.  Southwell.  The  Waites  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  in 
which  they  are  active  workers.  Mr.  Waite 
is  a  trustee  and  secretary  of  the  board.  All 
of  his  life  he  has  been  an  active  republican, 
many  times  a  delegate  to  state  conventions 
and  one  whose  counsel  is  sought  by  the  lead- 
ers of  the  party  when  important  questions 
of  policy  are  to  be  considered.  In  his  home 
city  he  is  recognized  as  an  important  factor 
in  the  advancement  of  the  public  interests 
and  is  always  to  be  depended  upon  to  assist 
in  promoting  public  enterprises. 


CROWELL,  Charles  C,  of  Des  Moines, 
who  has  been  prominent  in  life  insurance 
circles  in  the  state  for  the  past  twenty  years, 
having  been  during  that  time  the  organizer 
of  one  life  insurance  company,  is  the  son 
of  David  and  Phoebe  Shotwell  Crowell.  His 
father  disappeared  mysteriously  in  1849, 
and  his  mother,  a  woman  of  great  force  of 
character  and  determination  of  purpose,  re- 
moved with  her  six  children,  of  whom  this 
subject  was  the  youngest,  to  the  Shaker  set- 
tlement at  Groveland,  New  York,  where  she 
remained  until  1860.  By  that  time  the  chil- 
dren, except  Charles  C,  bad  reached  man- 
hood and  womanhood.  He  was  then  twelve 
years  old,  and  becoming  discontented  with 
the  close  confinement  and  restricted  liber- 
ties of  Shaker  life,  persuaded  his  mother  to 
remove  to  Centerville,  New  York.  There 
Charles  received  the  education  afforded  by  the 
common  schools.  His  life  was  spent  in  work- 
ing on  the  farm  and  going  to  school,  until 
at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  he  had  accumulated 
a  few  hundred  dollars.  With  this  money  he 
attended  Starkey  College  at  Eddytown,  Yates 
county,  New  York,  for  one  year.     He  came 


to  Iowa  in  July,  1871,  and  located  at  the 
small  town  of  Rudd,  with  about  one  hundred 
dollars  in  his  pocket.  He  obtained  employ- 
ment at  once  in  the  harvest  field  at  three 
dollars  per  day.  He  taught  a  country  school 
the  following  winter  at  twenty-eight  dollars 
per  month.  This  sum  appeared  large  to  him 
at  the  time,  he  having  spent  the  early  years 
of  his  life,  first  at  a  salary  of  eighteen  cents 
per  day,  and  later  as  a  card  boy  in  a  woolen 
factory  at  a  small  advance  of  that  figure. 

He  removed  to  Charles  City  in  1875,  and 
taught  school  one  winter.  He  then  entered 
the  fire    insurance   business    in   partnership 


with  C.  B.  Sampson.  This  was  continued 
for  one  year,  when  he  purchased  his  partner's 
interest,  and  conducted  the  business  alone  for 
four  years.  He  then  engaged  with  the  New 
York  Life  Insurance  Company  as  local  agent 
and  the  following  year  was  made  district 
agent.  The  third  year  he  was  promoted  to 
general  agent,  with  jurisdiction  over  forty 
counties  in  Iowa  and  seven  in  Wisconsin. 
After  having  remained  with  that  company  for 
seventeen  years,  he  conceived  the  idea  of 
forming  a  company  for  the  express  purpose 
of  protecting  small  savings  in  a  safe,  and  at 
the  same  time,  profitable  manner.    His  plans 
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were  carried  into  effect  in  1896,  when  he 
•organized  the  Northwestern  Life  and  Sav- 
ings Company,  of  which  he  was  the  first 
secretary. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Crowell  is  and  ever  has 
been  a  staunch  republican.  He  became  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  church  in  1868,  and 
in  1888  represented  that  denomination,  or 
the  branch  of  it  known  as  the  Upper  Iowa 
•Conference,  as  lay  delegate  in  the  General 
Conference  held  in  New  York  City. 

He  was  married  to  Miss  Ruth  L.  Luther 
of  Ulster,  Iowa,  Dectmber  11,  1872.  They 
have  three  children:  Emmett  J.,  Rhoda 
;M.,  and  Fred  C. 


which  was  accepted.  When  he  had  served 
in  the  capacity  of  assistant  for  one  year  he 
was  elected  to  first  place  in  the  mechanical 
engineering  department. 

Professor  Bissell  is  a  member  of  the 
American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers, 
the  American  Society  of  Naval  Engineers, 
the  Society  for  the  Promotion  of  Engineering 
Education  and  the  Societe  Internationale 
pour  l'Essai  des  Materiaux.  He  is  united 
with  the  Episcopal  church.  On  June  25, 
1889,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Fannie  H. 
Speed. 


BISSELL,  Professor  George  W.,  of  the 
Iowa  State  College  at  Ames,  was  born  at 
Poughkeepsie,   New  York,  July   14,   1866. 


When  he  had  finished  the  common  schools 
of  Poughkeepsie,  he  took  a  four  years'  course 
in  mechanical  engineering  at  Cornell  Univer- 
sity. He  had  been  there  but  three  years, 
however,  when  a  call  was  extended  by  the 
Iowa  State  College  to  the  position  of  assist- 
ant professor  in     mechanical     engineering, 


GILBERT,  George,  the  leading  grain 
dealer  of  Rhodes,  Marshall  county,  is  one  of 
the  old  pioneer  business  men  of  Iowa,  hav- 
ing been  a  resident  of  the  state  since  1857, 
now  over  forty  years.      His   parents   were 


Truman  Gilbert,  a  farmer  in  good  financial 
circumstances,  and  also  a  manufacturer  of 
cheese,  and  A.  Smith  Gilbert,  both  of  whom 
died  while  George  was  quite  young. 

George  Gilbert  was  born  September  1, 
1827,  in  Tully,  Omadagua  county,  New  York, 
but  was    brought    up  in    Chadron,    Geauga 
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county,  Ohio,  where  he  received  his  early 
education  in  the  public  schools.  In  1849, 
•when  he  was  a  young  man  of  twenty-two, 
lie  was  seized  with  the  gold  fever  and  went 
to  California,  where  for  six  years  he  mined, 
but  not  enjoying  phenomenal  success,  he 
returned  east  and  for  a  year  remained  in 
Pennsylvania.  He  came  to  Iowa  the  follow- 
ing year  and  bought  a  farm  in  Jones  coun- 
ty. Here  he  farmed  for  five  years,  and  in 
1862,  at  Wyoming,  Iowa,  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany K,  Twenty-fourth  Iowa  Volunteers, 
and  for  three  years  was  actively  engaged  in 
the  war,  serving  as  a  private  and  second  cor- 
poral He  was  in  the  battles  of  Port  Gib- 
son, Raymond,  Champion  Hill,  Siege  of 
Vicksburg  and  Jackson,  in  Mississippi;  at 
Cane  River,  Bayou  du  Tusch,  Bayou  Car- 
rion Crow,  Sabine  Cross  Roads,  Pleasant 
Hill  and  Mansfield,  in  Louisiana;  at  Berry 
Hill,  Fort  Fisher,  Winchester,  Cedar  Creek 
and  Woodstock,  in  Virginia.  He  was  hon- 
orably discharged  at  Davenport,  Iowa,  in 
1865,  having  been  off  duty  only  nine  days 
during  his  whole  service  of  three  years. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Gilbert  sold 
his  farm  and  entered  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness in  partnership  with  his  brother,  R.  Gil- 
bert, at  Wyoming,  Iowa.  This  connection 
was  dissolved  in  1869,  when  he  began  the 
manufacture  of  cheese,  in  company  with  his 
brother,  Charles  S.  Gilbert.  They  were  in- 
deed pioneers  in  this  work,  as  their  factory 
was  the  first  of  its  kind  in  the  state.  They 
also  did  a  large  business  in  grain  and  stock, 
and  in  1874  Mr.  Gilbert  became  sole  pro- 
prietor and  successfully  managed  the  busi- 
ness for  eleven  years.  In  1885  he  removed 
to  Rhodes,  his  present  home,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  the  grain  business  in  company  with 
his  son,  George  Gilbert,  Jr.  In  1893  Mr. 
Gilbert  assumed  full  control  of  the  business, 
and  has  since  continued  to  conduct  it.  Dur- 
ing his  long  career  Mr.  Gilbert  has  always 
maintained  a  high  standing  in  tse  mercantile 
world,  never  failing  to  meet  promptly  all  de- 
mands made  upon  him. 

Mr.  Gilbert  has  always  been  a  republican, 
but  has  never  held  office.  He  is  a  member 
of  no  clubs  or  societies  and  does  not  belong 
to  any  church.  He  was  married  March  6, 
1856,  at  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania,  to  Miss 
Hannah  R.  Hackett.     They  have  had  three 


children:  George,  born  February  15,  1858; 
Anna,  born  January  29,  1860,  who  died 
July  13,  1891,  and  Emma,  born  January 
29,  1860,  who  died  January  23,  1889. 


HOPKINS,  Frederick.  If  it  is  true 
that  "clothes  make  the  man,"  and  that  as- 
sertion is  often  made,  then  belongs  to  Fred 
Hopkins  of  Marshalltown  much  of  the  credit 
for  the  improvement  in  mankind  wrought 
by  neat  and  stylish  dress.  He  is  sometimes 
termed  the  "Worth"  of  Iowa,  and  to  be  found 


wearing  a  garment  manufactured  by  him  is, 
per  se,  to  be  well  dressed.  Mr.  Hopkins  is 
of  English  and  French  descent.  His  parents 
were  Charles  and  Saharh  Boucher  Hopkins. 
His  father  was  born  at  Durham,  Wiltshire, 
England,  and  followed  agriculture  all  his 
life.  The  genealogy  of  his  mother's  family 
can  be  traced  to  the  perilous  days  of  the 
Huguenots.  Fred  Hopkins  was  born  in  Bath, 
Somersetshire,  England,  March  21,  1847. 
He  came  to  the  United  States  in  1868  and 
settled  in  Dubuque  county,  where  he  went 
to  work  on  a  farm  near  Epworth.  He  re- 
turned to  England  in  1872,  where  he  spent 
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three  years  in  the  large  establishments  from 
which  this  country  secures  its  highest  grade 
of  imported  goods.  While  there  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Elizabeth  Anna  Reeves,  daugh- 
ter of  William  Reeves,  of  Swindon,  Wilt- 
shire, September  13,  1873.  This  union  has 
resulted  in  twelve  children,  of  whom  ten  are 
now  living:  Frederick  W.,  aged  twenty-six 
years;  Nellie,  aged  twenty-three;  Irving, 
aged  twenty-one;  Harry,  aged  nineteen; 
Florence,  aged  seventeen;  Grace,  aged  fif- 
teen; Bessie,  aged  thirteen;  Stanley,  aged 
eleven;  Marguerite,  aged  eight;  Byron, 
aged  five  years. 

Returning  to  Iowa  in  1876,  Mr.  Hopkins 
settled  in  Marshalltown,  where  he  began 
business  in  a  small  way.  Through  the  qual- 
ity of  work  done,  and  by  careful  and  close 
attention  to  the  wants  of  his  trade,  his  busi- 
ness prospered  and  grew  until  now  he  has 
one  of  the  largest  stocks  to  be  found  in  the 
state,  and  among  his  customers  many  lead- 
ing professional  and  business  men  who  are 
noted  for  their  taste  and  style  in  dress. 

Mr.  Hopkins  was  firmly  grounded  in  the 
republican  faith  and  has  never  departed  from 
the  tenets  of  his  party  to  follow  after  the 
isms  that  have  frequently  been  created  to  di- 
vide party  strength.  He  is  an  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
a  Knight  Templar  and  a  member  of  the  B. 
P.  O.  E.  He  had  taken  quite  an  active  part 
in  the  political  campaigns  of  the  past. 


HAMILTON,  Bert,  editor  of  the  North- 
wood  Anchor,  has  been  a  resident  of  Iowa 
for  more  than  twenty  years,  and  received  his 
newspaper  education  in  this  state.  His  par- 
ents, Daniel  P.  and  Mercy  Adams  Hamil- 
ton, were  in  moderate  circumstances  finan- 
cially. Daniel  P.  Hamilton  was  born  on 
a  farm  in  Franklin  county,  Vermont,  and 
when  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  broke  out 
he  enlisted  in  the  Tenth  Vermont  Volunteer 
Infantry,  was  soon  made  a  wagon-master  and 
served  nearly  four  year*,  or  until  the  close 
of  the  war.  He  was  a  native  of  Vermont, 
and  was  of  Scotch-Irish  extraction.  Mercy 
Adams  Hamilton  was  born  in  Vermont.  Her 
ancestors  were  Scotch-Irish  and  were  among 
the  early  settlers  of  northern  Vermont,  where 
they  resided  for  many  years. 


Bert  Hamilton*  was  born  in  Newport,  Or- 
leans county,  Vermont,  November  16,  1861. 
He  received  a  common  school  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Vermont  and  Connecti- 
cut, but  his  parents  could  not  afford  to  give 
him  a  college  education.  At  the  age  of  five 
years  he  began  attending  school  in  the  town 
of  Richford,  Franklin  county,  Vermont,  to 
which  place  his  parents  had  removed  from 


Newport.  In  1870  the  family  removed  to 
New  London  county,  Connecticut,  and  here 
Bert  went  to  work  on  a  farm  for  his  board, 
working  on  the  farm  in  the  summer  and  going 
to  school  in  the  village  of  Lebanon  in  tbe 
winter.  In  the  fall  of  1877  he  came  west 
with  his  parents  to  Iowa,  locating  in  tbe 
new  town  of  Reinbeck.  Bert  soon  after 
went  to  work  as  an  apprentice  in  the  office 
of  the  Grundy  Center  Arugs,  where  he  re- 
mained until  the  fall  of  1882,  when  he  went 
to  Sutherland,  O'Brien  county,  to  take  a 
position  in  the  Courier  office.  In  less  than 
a  year  he  bought  the  paper  and  published 
it  until  September  1,  1893,  when  he  sold 
the  property.  The  following  April  he  pur- 
chased the  North  wood  Anchor,  taking  it 
when  it  was  in  a  very  much  depressed  con- 
dition with  very  small  patronage.  He  de- 
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3loped  it,  however,  into  a  valuable  proper* 
cy,  and  it  is  now  one  of  the  leading  papers 
in  northern  Iowa.  Undoubtedly  one  ele- 
ment in  his  success  is  the  fact  that  he  thor- 
oughly understands  the  mechanical  part  of 
the  business  and  gives  his  personal  atten- 
tion to  it.  He  still  does  work  at  the  'case" 
when  occasion  requires. 

Through  all  his  newspaper  career  Mr. 
Hamilton  has  been  a  steady  and  earnest  sup- 
porter of  the  republican  party.  He  has  never 
been  an  office  seeker,  and  has  never  held 
any  other  than  municipal  offices.  He  was 
recorder  of  the  town  of  Sutherland,  O'Brien 
county,  for  several  terms.  He  was  elected 
mayor  of  Northwood  in  March,  1896,  and 
re-elected  in  1897  and  1898,  without  oppo- 
sition, indicating  that  he  gave  good  satis- 
faction. Mr.  Hamilton  belongs  to  the  Ma- 
sonic order,  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the 
Modern  Woodmen,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
First  Universalist  church  of  Northwood. 

November  10,  1889,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Mabel  Messer,  of  Sheldon,  Iowa.  They 
have  one  child,  Claire  Max,  born  April  4, 
1891. 


LYON,  Col.  Delos  E.,  one  of  the  lead- 
ing members  of  the  legal  profession  in  Iowa, 
who  is  now,  and  has  been  for  forty  years, 
successfully  engaged  in  practice  in  Dubuque, 
was  born  in  Franklinville,  Cataraugus  coun- 
ty, New  York,  on  the  14th  day  of  Novem- 
ber, 1832.  His  fame  in  his  profession  is  not 
limited  to  Dubuque,  but  reaches  through 
Iowa  and  the  Northwest. 

He  comes  of  an  old  New  England  ances- 
try. His  great-grandfather  was  an  officer 
in  the  Revolutionary  army ;  also  having  been 
in  the  French  and  Indian  wars,  in  colonial 
times.  His  grandfather,  Joseph  C.  Lyon, 
was  a  native  of  Connecticut.  His  maternal 
grandfather,  Caleb  Perkins,  was  a  native  of 
the  same  state,  and  both  were  descendants  of 
old  New  England  families. 

These  two  grandparents  had  several  chil- 
dren born  to  them,  and  about  the  year  1810, 
with  their  children,  they  removed  to  Ostego 
county,  New  York.  His  father,  Jonathan 
H.  Lyon,  was  born  in  Connecticut  in  1796. 
Harriet  Perkins,  daughter  of  Caleb  Perkins, 
was  born  in  Connecticut  in  1800.  In  1819 
39 


Jonathan  H.  Lyon  and  Harriet  Perkins  were 
married  at  New  Berlin,  New  York,  and  at 
once  started  for  a  new  home,  settling  at 
Franklinville,  Cattaraugus  county,  New 
York,  then  a  dense  wilderness.  Col.  Lyon's 
father  there  followed  merchandising  and 
manufacturing,  and  there,  in  a  beautiful 
spot,  on  what  was  then  a  frontier,  were  born 
their  seven  children,  amid  the  rigors  and 
hardships  of  a  pioneer  life. 

The  boyhood  days  of  Delos  E.  Lyon,  their 
fifth  child,  were  passed  in  the  schools  at 
Franklinville  and  Buffalo  until  he  reached 
the  age  of  fifteen,  when  he  obtained  a  clerk- 


ship in  a  country  store,  where  he  remained 
until  1848,  going  from  there  to  Oberlin, 
Ohio,  where  he  passed  three  years  in  study. 
In  1851  he  became  proprietor  of  quite  an 
extensive  store  at  Franklinville,  which  he 
successfully  conducted  until  1857.  Being 
in  New  York  City  in  this  year,  1857,  the 
day  the  Ohio  Life  and  Trust  Company  made 
its  great  failure,  and  believing  that  a  finan- 
cial panic  was  inevitable,  he  returned  to  his 
home  and  sold  out  his  mercantile  business, 
paid  off  all  liabilities  and  with  small  capi- 
tal decided  to  start  anew  in  a  professional 
life. 
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He  had,  while  a  merchant,  mastered  many 
of  the  principles  of  commercial  law  which 
led  him  to  desire  to  enter  the-  legal  profes- 
sion, and  to  that  end  he  devoted  all  the  time 
possible  in  the  study  of  the  elemntary  prin- 
ciples of  law.  On  May  18,  1859,  he  was 
graduated  and  admitted  to  the  practice  of  the 
law  at  Buffalo,  in  the  same  class  with  Henrj 
C.  Tucker,  Grover  Cleveland,  and  seven  other 
young  and  aspiring  lawyer.  Admission 
to  the  bar  was  at  that  time  no  easy  task^ 
but  this  accomplished  and  with  no  other  capi- 
tal save  a  rich  legacy  of  pluck  and  endur- 
ance, young  Lyon  began  his  life  work. 

In  1858,  before  his  admission  to  the  bar, 
Col.  Lyon  visited  the  west,  and  among  other 
parts  of  Iowa,  Dubuque.  He  became  con- 
yinced  that  the  unlimited  resources  of  the 
great  Northwest  would  soon  give  that  section 
a  prominent  place  in  the  affairs  of  the  repub- 
lic. 

After  his  admission  to  the  bar  he  traveled 
extensively  through  several  of  the  northern 
states,  and  finally,  in  October,  1859,  perma- 
nently located  at  Dubuque,  and  entered  at 
once  upon  the  practice  of  the  law.  He  opened 
an  office  at  the  corner  of  Fifth  and  Main 
streets  of  that  city,  and  has  there  carried  on 
his  professional  work  to  the  present  time, 
practicing  in  the  state  and  federal  courts, 
including  the  United  States  supreme  court. 

At  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion  in 
1861,  Col.  Lyon  was  untiring  in  his  efforts 
in  recruiting  for  Iowa  regiments,  devoting 
much  time  to  this  service,  voluntarily  and 
without  compensation.  He  proposed  to  vol- 
unteer as  a  private  in  the  Sixteenth  Iowa  In- 
fantry, and  later  in  the  Eighth  Iowa  Cavalry, 
but  in  both  cases  at  the  request  of  the  Adju- 
tant General,  he  remained  in  the  recruiting 
service.  His  valuable  services  in  this  work 
led  to  his  appointment  on  the  staff  of  the 
Provost  Marshal,  and  later,  on  the  staff  of 
William  M.  Stone,  Iowa's  last  war  governor, 
one  of  whose  aides  he  was  with  the  rank  of 
colonel.  It  was  in  this  position  that  he  saw 
most  of  his  active  service.  The  position  of 
Paymaster  in  the  volunteer  service  was  ten- 
dered him  by  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary 
of  War,  but  at  the  request  of  Governor  Stone, 
was  declined. 

In  1859  Col.  Lyon  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss   Cecelia   A.   Howard,   of  Freemont, 


Ohio,  who  died  in  November,  1866,  leaving 
three  children.  In  January,  18(58,  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Eunice  A.  Taylor,  of  Du- 
buque, and  to  them  have  been  born  two  chil- 
dren. 

Col.  and  Mrs.  Lyon  reside  in  a  commo- 
dious and  pleasant  home  at  1005  Bluff  street, 
which  is  ever  open  to  the  wants  of  the  needy 
and  for  the  reception  of  their  many  friends. 

In  politics  Col.  Lyon  has  ever  been  a  stal- 
wart republican;  never  for  the  purpose  of 
seeking  public  office,  but  from  a  firm  belief 
in  the  principles  that  party  has  always  advo- 
cated. He  cast  his  first  vote  for  John  C. 
Fremont,  and  frem  that  time  has  been  an 
ardent  supporter  of  the  principles  of  republi- 
canism. Not  contenting  himself  with  simply 
casting  his  vote  for  the  nominees  of  that 
party,  but  devoting  his  time  and  talents  to 
advocating  those  principles  oa  the  stump  in 
nearly  every  campaign  since  1860,  he  has 
been  a  power  in  the  party,  as  he  himself  says, 
"a  wheel-horse  for  good  government"  Hon- 
orable public  offices  have  been  repeatedly  ten- 
dered him,  but  always  declined,  as  he  pre- 
ferred to  devote  himself  to  professional  work, 
rather  than  enter  the  political  arena. 

His  extensive  law  practice  has  required  the 
greater  part  of  his  time.  He  has  the  repu- 
tation, and  deservedly,  of  being  in  rank  one 
of  the  leading  lawyers  .of  the  state.  He  has 
never  let  the  lack  of  money  wherewith  to  pay 
for  his  services  stand  in  the  way  of  his 
duty  to  a  poor  but  deserving  client,  always 
remembering  the  injunction,  "The  poor  ye 
have  with  you  always." 


PRESTOX,  Joskimi  Hamilton,  the  well 
know  attorney  of  Cedar  Rapids,  has  been  for 
mor?  than  sixty  years  a  resident  of  Iowa.  He 
was  horn  in  IJ;»nton  ('enter,  Yates  county. 
New  York,  July  9,  1838.  His  paternal 
grandfather  came  from  Eigland  and  settled 
in  Vermont  before  the  Revolutionary  War, 
and  took  part  in  that  conflict.  Isaac  M.  Pres- 
ton, father  of  Joseph  H.,  was  a  prominent 
democrat,  one  of  the  leading  lawyers  of  Iowa 
up  to  the  date  of  his  death,  March  6,  1M0, 
and  was  United  States  district  attorney  for 
Iowa  when  it  was  a  territory.  The  Jnd*rV 
mother,  Mary  J.  Facer  Preston,  was  a  fitting 
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helpmeet  to  her  husband  during  all  his  resi- 
dence in  the  Territory  of  Iowa  and  ever  since 
the  existence  of  the  state.  She  died  March 
8,  1901,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years.  Her 
father  came  from  England  and  settled  in 
New  York  City,  but  afterwards  moved  to 
the  country  and  became  a  farmer. 

Joseph  H.  Preston,  when  a  child,  came 
with  his  father  to  Iowa  City  during  the  lat- 
ter part  of  the  year  1840,  and  after  a  brief 
residence  there  they  moved  in  1842  to  Ma- 
rion, Linn  county.  The  common  frontier 
schools  of  that  early  day  afforded  young 
Preston   instruction   which  was   meritorious 


and  lasting.  He  attended  Cornell  College 
at  Mt.  Vernon  in  1858  and  1859,  and  was 
a  member  of  the  Amphyction  Society,  but 
did-  not  complete  the  course.  Thence  he  went 
to  the  Ohio  State  and  Union  Law  College 
at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  he  graduated  in 
July,  1800.  In  September  he  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  at  Marion,  Iowa,  and  immediate 
ly  commenced  the  practice  of  law.  Here  he 
remained  in  partnership  with  his  father  until 
1869,  when  he  removed  to  Waterloo,  where 
he  practiced  alone  until  1873,  when  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  O.  C.  Miller,  un- 
der the  firm  name  of  Miller  &  Preston,  which 
continued    until    February,     1881.       When 


Judge  Preston  began  the  practice  of  law  tH 
Ninth  Iowa  was  the  latest  Supreme  Court 
Report,  and  since  that  date  the  firms  with 
which  he  has  been  connected  have  been  rep- 
resented in  all  the  Iowa  Reports. 

Judge  Preston  has  always  been  a  democrat, 
and  was  elected  district  attorney  in  the 
Eighth  judicial  district  for  the  term  of  four 
years.  He  was  later  elected  judge  of  the 
Eighteenth  judicial  district,  and  served  for 
nearly  two  terms,  resigning  September  1, 
1894,  to  resume  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion. He  removed  to  Cedar  Rapids  Febru- 
ary, 1881,  and  is  now  a  member  of  the  firm 
of  Preston  &  Moffit.  The  Judge  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Occidental  Club  of  Cedar  Rapids. 

He  was  married  September  4,  1860,  to 
Adeline  L.  Wood,  who  is  a  native  of  Swan- 
sea, Massachusetts,  born  July  27,  1840.  Her 
ancestors  took  part  in  the  Revolution  and  she 
is  a  prominent  member  of  the  Daughters  of 
the  American  Revolution.  They  have  no 
children. 


PACKARD,  Jeffrey  Griffith,  of  Cedar 
Falls,  was  born  in  Dubuque,  May  21,  1860. 
His  father,  S.  H.  Packard,  was  a  son  of  S. 
H.  and  Clarissa  Wadsworth  Packard,  of 
Welsh  and  English  descent,  the  mother  being 
a  direct  descendant  of  the  noted  Captain 
Wadsworth,  who,  during  the  reign  of  King 
James  IL,  hid  the  royal  charter  in  the  oak 
tree.  S.  H.  Packard  Sr.,  J.  G.  Packard's 
grandfather,  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  War 
of  1812,  and  for  a  time  was  Brigadier  Inspec- 
tor of  the  volunteer  militia.  S.  H.  Packard 
Jr.,  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
born  and  educated  in  Rochester,  New  York, 
and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  began  the  study 
of  law.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1850. 
In  1854  he  removed  to  Cedar  Falls,  where 
he  opened  a  law  office  in  partnership  with 
W.  H.  McClure.  In  connection  with  their 
legal  practice,  Mr.  Packard  published  the 
Cedar  Falls  Banner,  which  paper  is  supposed 
to  be  the  first  published  in  Black  Hawk  coun- 
ty. He  was  city  clerk  for  many  years,  served 
as  postmaster,  and  was  a  commissioner  of  the 
United  States  courts.  He  died  September 
10,  1888.  J.  G.  Packard's  mother's  maiden 
name  was  Zebettah  C.  Barnes.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  L.  H.  Barnes,  who  moved  with 
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his  family  to  Cedar  Falls  in  1856,  and  was 
the  owner  of  a  line  of  stage  coaches  in  the 
•early  days.  Zebettah  Barnes  was  born  at 
Rice  Lake,  Canada,  in  1835.  She  died  No- 
vember 11,  1893.  She,  as  well  as  her  hus- 
band, was  a  consistent  member  and  untiring 
worker  of  the  Episcopal  church. 


Jeffrey  G.  Packard  received  his  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  Cedar  Falls.  He 
gained  the  high  school,  but  just  before  grad- 
uation yielded  to  a  commendable  desire  to 
t£arn  something  for  himself  and  entered  the 
service  of  the  Illinois  Central  Railway,  con- 
tinuing in  its  services  until  1885.  Notwith- 
standing the  several  promotions  the  company 
had  granted  him  in  its  employ,  he  was  not 
satisfied  and  quit  the  business.  He  then  ac- 
cepted the  agency  for  the  United  States  Ex- 
press Company,  which  position  he  still  holds. 
His  next  financial  move  was  the  purchase  of 
one  of  the  prettiest  theaters  in  that  portion 
of  the  state.  He  still  owns  and  manages  this 
property.  In  1889  he  founded  the  Cedar 
Falls  Globe,  which  enjoys  a  well  merited 
patronage. 

He  was  married  January  12,  1886,  to  Miss 
Hattie  M.  Streeter,  daughter  of  Edward  and 
Elizabeth  Streeter,  who  shares  his  interest 
in  every  pursuit,  and  deserves  her  share  of 


credit  for  the  success  he  has  won.  In  1893 
Mr.  Packard  built  a  beautiful  home  for  him- 
self, wife  and  two  daughters — Florence 
Helen  and  Harriet  Mildred.  Mr.  Packard 
belongs  to  the  order  of  United  Workmen, 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  Masons,  and  affiliates 
with  the  democratic  party. 


SPRENG,  Theodore  F.  H.,  M.  D. 
Among  the  progressive  men  of  "Iowa  are  to 
be  found,  very  naturally,  a  great  many  who 
are  members  of  the  medical  profession.  None 
is  more  deserving  to  be  thus  classed  than  is 
Dr.  Spreng  of  Sioux  City.  He  was  born  at 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  February  20,  1853.  His 
father,  Rev.  George  F.  Spreng,  was  a  circuit 
rider  in  the  forties,  and  presiding  elder  for 
twenty-four  successive  years  in  the  Evangel- 
ical Association.  Having  reached  the  age 
of  seventy-seven,  he  is  now    out    of    active 


work,  and  is  spending  the  closing  years  of 
a  useful  life  at  his  home  in  Dayton,  Ohio. 
He  is  a  native  of  Germany,  and  came  to  the 
United  States  when  but  eight  years  of  age. 
The  mother  of  Dr.  Spreng  is  a  Pennsylva- 
nian  by  birth,  and  is  still  hale  and  hearty, 
though  fast  approaching  the  four  score  point. 
Digitized  by  vjjOOviC 


PROGRESSIVE   MEN   OF   IOWA. 


573 


Dr.  Sprang  attended  the  public  schools  at 
Cleveland  and  afterwards  entered  the  North- 
western College  at  Napersville,  Illinois.  At 
the  close  of  his  junior  year  he  left  this  insti- 
tution to  become  a  teacher  in  the  Beaver 
Female  Seminary.  In  1875  he  began  the 
study  of  medicine,  and  in  1876  entered  Hah- 
nemann Medical  College  of  Chicago,  where 
he  received  his  degree  in  1879.  As  the  re- 
sult of  a  competitive  examination  he  received 
the  appointment  of  hospital  surgeon  to  the 
college  hospital,  in  which  capacity  he  served 
for  one  year.  He  then  entered  into  partner- 
ship with  the  venerable  Dr.  A.  E.  Small,  who 
was  then  president  of  the  college.  This  part- 
nership continued  for  three  years,  during 
which  time  a  large  and  lucrative  practice  was 
established  in  the  World's  Fair  city.  In  the 
fall  of  1883  the  Doctor  concluded  to  remove 
to  Buchanan,  Michigan,  and  for  the  next  five 
years  he  was  engaged  in  a  practice  which  ex- 
tended over  a  large  area  of  the  southwestern 
portion  of  Michigan  and  into  northern  In- 
diana. By  reason  of  exposure  and  overwork 
his  physical  strength  gave  way,  and  he  was 
compelled  to  confine  himself  to  a  city  prac- 
tice. He  selected  Sioux  City  as  a  desirable 
point,  and  located  there  in  January,  1889, 
and  was  soon  again  firmly  established  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession,  which  neither  ar- 
duous labor  nor  failing  health  could  compel 
him  to  abandon.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
American  Institute  of  Homeopathy,  a  mem- 
ber and  ex-vice  president  of  the  Hahnemann 
Medical  Society  of  Iowa  and  president  of 
the  Sionx  City  Homeopathic  Medical  Soci- 
ety. The  Doctor  is  a  member  of  the  First 
Congregational  church,  and  his  political  af- 
filiations are  with  the  republican  party.  He 
was  married  to  Miss  Ida  M.  Pears  of  Bu- 
chanan, Michigan,  on  February  5,  1887.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  William  Pears,  a  promi- 
nent capitalist  and  banker.  On  June  24, 
1892,  was  born  to  them  a  son,  who  has  been 
christened  Theodore  Pears  Sprang. 


STONE,  John  Y.,  of  Glenwood,  former 
attorney  general  of  Iowa,  was  born  on  a  farm 
in  Sangamon  county,  Illinois,  twelve  miles 
north  of  Springfield,  April  23,  1843.  He  is 
the  son  of  William  L.  and  Mary  E.  McLe- 
more   Stone.     His  mother  died  at  Athens, 


Illinois,  in  February,  1856.  His  father  was 
a  farmer  and  died  in  August,  1899.  This 
branch  of  the  Stone  family  settled  in  Vir- 
ginia in  early  times,  whence  it  spread  into 
Illinois  and  Kentucky.  William  L.  Stone 
came  to  Iowa  in  1856,  settling  on  a  farm  in 
Mills  county,  on  which  his  son  grew  up  to 
manhood.  His  education  began  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  Illinois.  After  the  family 
came  to  this  state  he  again  entered  the  pub- 
lic school  near  his  home  and  later  on  took 
a  private  course  in  Greek,  Latin,  philosophy, 
history  and  the  higher  mathematics,  and  he 
has  ever  been  a  student. 


In  October,  1861,  he  enlisted  as  a  private 
in  the  Fifteenth  Iowa  Infantry,  General 
Belknap's  regiment.  During  the  following 
year  he  was  promoted  to  be  orderly  sergeant 
and  then  second  lieutenant.  He  took  part 
in  all  the  battles  in  which  General  Crocker's 
famous  Iowa  brigade  participated,  from  Shi- 
loh  to  Savannah,  and  was  with  General  Sher- 
man in  that  gigantic  feat  of  arms,  the  march 
"From  Atlanta  to  the  Sea."  He  served  as 
a  brigade  staff  officer  from  April,  1864,  till 
his  discharge  in  December  of  that  year.  In 
the  great  battles  before  Atlanta,  where  two 
horses  were  killed  under  him,  he  performed 
the  dangerous  duties  of  an  aide-de-camp.  He 
was  near    General    McPherson    when    that 
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great  soldier  fell,  mortally  wounded.  He 
was  often  commended  forjjallantry  and  effi- 
ciency. General  Belknap,  on  whose  staff  he 
served,  had  a  high  opinion  of  him  and  often 
praised  him  for  bravery  and  efficiency. 

Returning  from  the  war  in  1865,  Mr. 
Stone  studied  law,  in  which  profession  he 
was  to  take  a  leading  position.  In  1867  he 
was  elected  to  the  lower  house  of  the  General 
Assembly,  where  he  made  so  creditable  a  rec- 
ord that  he  was  re-elected.  At  the  expiration 
of  his  second  term  he  was  chosen  state  sena- 
tor for  the  district  then  including  Mills, 
Montgomery  and  Pottawattamie  counties, 
serving  the  regular  term  of  four  years,  be- 
ginning in  January,  1872.  He  was  then  re- 
turned by  Mills  county  to  the  house,  where  he 
served  as  chairman  of  the  judiciary  commit- 
tee, a  position  which  custom  awards  to  the 
foremost  lawyer  in  that  body.  In  1877  he 
T:as  again  elected  to  the  house,  where  he  was 
nominated  in  the  republican  caucus  by  accla- 
mation for  the  speakership.  He  was  made 
one  of  the  republican  delegates  from  the  state 
<  f  Iowa  to  the  republican  convention  of  1876, 
nnd  in  1884,  having  been  honored  with  the 
lame  position,  was  elected  as  chairman  of  the 
delegation.  From  1876  to  1880  he  was  the 
Iowa  member  of  the  national  republican 
r  ;mmittee,  and  was  a  member  of  its  execu- 
tive committee.  In  1888  Mr.  Stone  was 
'Ji)cted  by  a  large  majority  to  be  attorney 
general  of  the  state,  and  was  re-elected  in 
1*90  and  1892.  When  the  legislature  in 
i894  selected  a  commission  of  five  of  the  best 
lawyers  in  the  state  to  codify  the  laws,  pre- 
paratory to  a  revision,  Mr.  Stone  was  at  once 
agreed  upon  as  one  of  the  five,  and  he  ren- 
public  record  makes  it  unnecessary  to  remark 
dered  valuable  service  in  this  position.  His 
that  he  has  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  the 
people  of  his  state  as  few  others  have.  He 
has  always  been  a  favorite  of  the  republican 
party,  prominent  in  its  councils  and  active 
and  efficient  in  its  service.  Every  responsi- 
bility placed  upon  him  has  been  faithfully 
and  capably  discharged.  Before  he  was  of 
age  he  had  made  a  proud  record  as  a  sol- 
dier. A  gentleman  of  broad  culture  and  re- 
finement, Mr.  Stone  has  shown  widely  diver- 
sified talents  outside  his  profession.  He  be- 
came interested  in  horticulture,  and  at  one 
time  had  near  his  Glenwood  home  the'  larg- 


est orchard  in  Iowa,  including  more  than 
100,000  trees,  and  a  vineyard  of  75,000 
grape  vines,  which  he  had  planted.  His  ex- 
tensive operations  did  much  to  develop  hor- 
ticulture in  the  state.  It  was  said  a  long 
time  ago  that  "He  is  a  benefactor  who  causes 
two  blades  of  grass  to  grow  where  only  one 
grew  before."  How  much  more  so  is  he 
who  has  contributed  so  much  toward  making 
Iowa  the  foremost  state  in  the  West  in  cer- 
tain branches  of  fruit  culture.  Mr.  Stone 
is  now  actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
law  in  Council  Bluffs  and  Glenwood  in  part- 
nership with  Emmet  Tinley. 

Mr.  Stone  was  married  January  8,  1868, 
to  Miss  Harriet  Solomon.  They  have  one 
surviving  child,  John  Carrence,  born  May  5, 
1871,  who  was  married  October  4,  1894,  to 
Miss  Jessie  DeLashmutt.  The  latter  have 
two  children,  John  Ernest,  born  July  4, 
1895,  and  Laurence,  born  September  9,  1897. 


SINGLETON,  Eustace  Monett,  M.  D. 
of  Marshalltown,  was  born  January  17, 1864, 
at  Eyota,  Olmsted  county,  Minnesota,  where 
his  parents,  Joseph  and  Eliza  Ware  Single- 
ton, still  reside.  Joseph  Singleton  came 
from  England  in  1850,  and  first  settled  at 
Ripon,  Wisconsin,  but  later,  in  1860,  re- 
moved to  Minnesota,  where  he  has  since  been 
engaged  in  farming  and  stock  raising  on  a 
large  scale  until  1869,  when  he  retired. 
Much  of  his  agricultural  training  was  gained 
during  his  youth  and  boyhood  in  England. 
His  people  were  stewards  for  the  landlord 
of  a  large  estate,  and  were  prominent  people 
in  the  community,  and  they  gave  their  son 
a  good  education,  as  well  as  practical  train- 
ing in  farming.  In  1852,  at  Ripon,  Wiscon- 
son,  he  was  married  to  Eliza  Ware,  a  native 
of  New  England,  who  was  born  in  Portland, 
Maine,  and  came  to  Wisconsin  with  her  par- 
ents while  young. 

E.  M.  Singleton's  early  education  wa3  ob- 
tained in  the  common  schools  of  Olmsted 
county,  which  ranked  very  high.  He  first 
attended  the  district  school  near  his  home, 
but  in  1884  he  entered  the  Eyota  high  school, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1886.  All 
his  school  vacations  were  spent  on  the  home 
farm,  and  it  is  here  that  he  earned  his  first 
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money,  trapping  pocket  gophers.  For  a  short 
time  after  graduating  from  the  high  school 
he  worked  in  a  drug  store,  but  having  decided 
to  study  medicine,  he  entered  Chicago  Medi- 
cal College  in  September,  1888,  and  after  a 
thorough  course  was  graduated  from  this  in- 
stitution April  28,  1891,  rankiiigwell  in  his 
class.  His  thesis  on  "Electro-Therapeutics" 
won  for  him  ,tfee  Mcintosh  prize,  valued  at 
pne  hundred  dollars.  After  graduating  Dr. 
Singleton  spent  his  time  in  further  study  at 
hospitals  and  post  graduate  schools  until 
September  4,  1891,  when  he  came  to  Iowa 
to  take  a  position  as  assistant  physician  in 


the  Hospital  for  the  Insane  at  Mt.  Pleasant. 
Here  he  labored  hard  among  the  afflicted 
ones.  He  also  spent  much  time  in  the  labora- 
tory with  microscope  and  camera,  making  a 
special  study  of  the  eye  and  ear  in  connec- 
tion with  nervous  and  mental  diseases.  He 
was  promoted  to  be  second  asisstant  physician 
in  the  Mt.  Pleasant  hospital,  but  on  Octo- 
ber 6,  1894,  he  resigned  that  position  to  en- 
ter private  practice,  and  located  at  Mar- 
shalltown. Since  removing  to  Marshalltown 
he  has  made  diseases  of  the  eye,  ear,  nose  and 
throat  a  specialty,  and  his  reputation  ex- 
tends from  one  end  of  the  state  to  the  other. 
In  1895  Dr.  Singleton  was  elected  city  phy- 


sician of  Marshalltown,  serving  in  this  ca- 
pacity five  years,  also  serving  two  years  as 
physician  to  the  county  asylum.  He  is  a 
linight  Templar  and  a  member  of  the  First 
Baptist  church  of  Marshalltown. 

November  17,  1894,  the  doctor  was  mar- 
ried to  Cornelia  Miller  of  Davenport.  No- 
vember 18,  1898,  a  daughter,  Miriam  Louise, 
was  born. 


SAUNDERS,  Presley,  late  of  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant, the  first  pioneer,  the  first  settler,  the 
founder  of  Henry  county  and  of  the  city  of 
Mt.  Pleasant,  the  first  merchant  in  the  state 
and  the  oldest  known  merchant  in  the  North- 
west, the  first  banker,  and  for  fifty-five 
years  an  esteemed  citizen  of  Mt.  Pleasant, 
was  born  in  Fleming  county,  Kentucky,  in 
1809,  and  was  a  resident  of  that  state  until 
1827,  when  he  emigrated  to  Springfield,  Illi- 
nois, and  engaged  in  farming  until  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  Black  Hawk  War  in  1832. 
He  enlisted  in  Captain  Moffet's  company 
and  was  an  active  participant  in  the  events 
following,  which  led  to  the  capture  of  Black 
Hawk,  the  treaty  of  1833  and  the  subsequent 
settlement  of  this  territory  by  the  whites. 
He  was  in  the  fight  of  the  Heights  of  Wiscon- 
sin and  at  the  battle  of  Bad  Axe.  Abraham 
Lincoln  was  a  member  of  the  same  regiment 
and  both  served  until  the  capture  of  Black 
Hawk,  and  were  intimate  personal  friends. 
In  1823,  he,  with  four  companions,  started 
west.  It  was  his  first  intention  to  locate 
near  the  Mississippi,  but  a  wholesome  dread 
of  the  ague,  inseparable  in  that  day  from  the 
banks  of  the  river,  drove  him  farther  inland, 
and  the  little  company  kept  on  over  the  prai- 
rie until  the  present  site  of  Mt.  Pleasant 
was  reached.  Struck  with  the  beauty  of  the 
place,  and  finding  water  convenient,  Mr. 
Saunders  drove  his  stakes  right  there.  The 
selection  proved  a  fortunate  one  for  him.  In 
February,  1835,  he  brought  his  family  from 
Illinois,  and  knowing  this  to  be  a  center  of 
the  new  country  when  formed,  he  laid  out 
a  plat  for  a  village  which  he  called  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant, a  most  appropriate  name. 

In  1836  he  opened  up  a  store  in  the  new 
village  and  there  began  the  business  life 
which  he  followed  with  strict  integrity,  and 
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always  successfully,  for  fifty-two  consecu- 
tive years,  making  him  the  oldest  merchant 
in  the  state,  if  not  in  the  entire  Northwest. 
Besides  the  original  one,  Mr.  Saunders 
platted  two  additions  to  the  town  which  he 
had  founded.  The  county  was  organized 
by  the  territorial  legislature  in  1838,  and 
under  an  old  law  giving  the  county  the  right 
to  a  quarter  section  for  county  purposes, 
Mr.  Saunders  gave  up  almost  half  of  his  lots 
in  the  village  for  court  house,  buildings, 
etc.  The  land  not  yet  having  been  surveyed, 
he  sold  the  remainder  of  the  lots  to  pur- 
chasers with  a  bond  guaranteeing  a  deed  when 


the  title  was  secured  from  the  government. 
From  this  time  on  the  healthy  growth  of 
the  city  was  assured  and  Mr.  Saunders 
reaped  the  reward  of  his  foresight.  His 
property  rapidly  increased  in  value,  and  that 
and  the  legitimate  gains  from  a  carefully 
conducted  business  made  him  a  wealthy  man 
at  the  time  of  his  death. 

In  1862,  desiring  to  enlarge  his  business, 
he  formed  a  partnership  with  James  M.  Kib- 
ben  and  established  a  private  bank  under 
the  name  of  Saunders  &  Kibben.  This  was 
the  forerunner  of  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Mt.  Pleasant,  which  was  organized  under 
the  national  banking  law,  and  of  which  he 


was  president  up  to  the  time  of  his  death* 
Notwithstanding  his  prominence  in  the  city 
and  county,  Mr.  Saunders  steadfastly  re- 
fused to  hold  any  public  office  but  gave  his- 
attention  exclusively  to  business  matters.  His- 
duties  as  a  citizen  he  discharged  in  a  quiets 
unostentatious  manner,  and  many  are  the* 
quiet  good  deeds  recorded  of  him  by  those 
who  knew  him  best,  accounting  in  a  meas- 
ure for  the  regard  in  which  he  was  held  by* 
the  people  of  Henry  county. 

Mr.  Saunders  was  twice  married,  first  in 
Sangamon  county,  Illinois,  in  1830,  to  Mis& 
Edith  Hooper,  a  native  of  Tennessee.  Mrs* 
Saunders  died  in  Mt  Pleasant  in  1836,. 
leaving  three  children,  of  whom  a  daughter, 
Mary,  now  a  resident  of  Colorado,  is  the  solo 
survivor.  Mrs.  Saunders  was  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  was  a 
very  estimable  lady,  holding  the  high  respect 
of  all  who  knew  her.  The  second  marriage 
of  Pressley  Saunders  was  the  first  within 
the  bounds  of  Henry  county.  It  was  sol- 
emnized in  1837.  His  wife  was  Huldab 
Bowen,  who  now  survives  him,  and  with 
whom  he  passed  a  happy  wedded  life  of  over 
half  a  century.  Mrs.  Saunders  was  born 
near  Chillicothe,  Ohio,  in  1819.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  Christian  church,  in  which 
she  is  an  active  worker,  and  of  which  she  is  a 
liberal  supporter.  Her  long  life  spent  with 
her  husband  before  his  death  has  been  one 
of  content  and  happiness.  Their  union  was 
blessed  with  four  children,  all  now  living, 
namely:  Smith,  who  is  married  to  Emily 
Jenness  and  is  a  dealer  in  real  estate  in  Coun- 
cil Bluffs;  Alvin  B.,  who  married  Alice 
Saunders  and  is  now  managing  the  store 
that  belonged  to  his  father  in  Mt.  Pleasant; 
Eliza,  the  wife  of  John  Bowman,  and  Etna,. 
the  wife  of  Fred  Hope,  both  residents  of 
Mt.  Pleasant. 

As  an  illustration  of  the  changes  that  took 
place  during  the  long  residence  of  Mr.  Saun- 
ders in  Henry  county,  we  cite  the  fact  that 
he  had  one  child  born  in  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,  one  in  the  Territory  of  Wilconsin, 
one  in  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  and  one  in 
the  state  of  Iowa,  and  during  all  the  time 
wherein  these  births  occurred,  he  was  living 
on  the  same  quarter  section — an  extraordi- 
nary incident,  probably  without  a  parallel. 
The  history  of  the  life  of  Mr.  Saundera. 
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should  be  an  incentive  to  all  young  men  who 
-have  an  earnest  desire  to  succeed  and  are 
possessed  of  the  necessary  qualifications.  His 
capital  at  the  start  was  a  good  constitution, 
temperance  and  frugal  habits,  industry  and 
unquestioned  integrity  of  character,  with  un- 
bounded pluck  and  perseverance,  and  but 
five  dollars  in  money.  From  these  humble 
beginnings  he  raised  himself  to  the  position 
of  prominence  and  wealth  which  he  sustained 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred 
Friday  morning,  July  19,  1889,  at  seven 
o'clock.  The  funeral,  which  took  place  at 
three  o'clock  on  the  following  Monday,  was 
the  largest  concourse  that  ever  followed  the 
remains  of  a  citizen  to  his  last  resting  place 
in  Henry  county.  His  exemplary  and  con- 
scientious life  and  his  integrity  and  honest 
dealings  with  his  fellow  men  were  such  that 
he  died  without  leaving  an  enemy.  He  was 
kind  to  every  one  and  was  always  ready  to 
extend  a  helping  hand  when  actual  need  ex- 
isted, and  no  citizen  of  Mt.  Pleasant  has  ever 
been  taken  away  by  death  who  has  left  more 
sorrowing  hearts  behind. 


STOUT,  Frank  D.,  of  Dubuque,  son  of 
Henry  L.  Stout,  whose  sketch  appears  else- 
where in  this  work,  was  born  in  Dubuque, 
March  27,  1854,  and  has  resided  in  that  city 
all  his  life. 

His  education  was  received  in  Dubuque 
institutions,  the  high  school  and  the  business 
college,  but  the  practical  education  which  has 
enabled  him  to  successfully  handle  large  en- 
terprises was  obtained  in  the  best  school,  viz., 
that  of  actual  experience.  Some  years  ago 
his  energetic  and  forceful  business  methods 
made  the  names  of  "Nutwood"  and  of  "High- 
land Stock  Farm"  household  words  among 
the  lovers  of  high  grade  trotters  and  pacers 
throughout  America.  Since  the  death  of 
his  father,  on  July  17,  1900,  and  his  accep- 
tance of  the  office  of  president  of  the  large 
lumbering  corporation,  the  Knapp,  Stout  & 
Co.  Company,  his  responsibilities  have  great- 
ly increased,  said  company  having  vast  in- 
terests both  in  the  North  and  South. 

Mr.  Stout  is  also  president  of  the  Iowa 
Trust  and  Savings  Bank,  one  of  the  strong- 
est in  the  state,  president  of  the  Union  Elec- 


tric Company,  which  owns  and  of>£ft?fe&  tlier 
combined  street  car  and  electric  lighting 
,  systems  of  Dubuque,  president  and  tfeastirer 
of  the  Julien  Hotel  Company)  and  is  large* 
ly  interested  in  many  other  enterprises.  HSfr 
public  spiritedness  is  evinced  by  bis  recent 
offer  to  the  city  of  Dubuque  of  A  valuablcr 
tract  of  about  70  acres  for  pfti*k  purposes, 
and  his  gift  of  a  site  for  the  Cftrtiegie-Stoui 
free  library  of  Dubuque. 


Mr.  Stout  is  a  republican.  He  does  not> 
however,  actively  participate  in  politics.  His 
domestic  tastes  incline  him  to  devote  to  his 
family  such  time  as  he  can  gain  from  busi- 
ness. He  was  married  in  1889  to  Clara  H. 
Wales.  They  have  four  children:  Harry 
L.,  aged  11 ;  Katharine  H.,  aged  9 ;  Calistai 
W.,  aged  7  and  Eleanor  D.,  aged  4. 


SANDERS,  Charles  Willard,  a  success- 
ful physician  and  surgeon  of  Manly,  Worth 
county,  was  born  at  Vinton,  Iowa,  March 
28,  1860.  His  father,  John  W.  Sanders, 
was  a  native  of  Virginia,  having  been  boxn 
and  reared  near  the  famous  Natural  Bridge 
in  what  is  now  West  Virginia.  He  came  to. 
Vinton  in  1858  with   his    wife,    Sarah    J. 
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Kearns  Sanders,  who  was  born  in  Lafayette, 
Indiana,  to  which  place  her  parents  had  re- 
moved from  Charleston,  South  Carolina. . 
John  W.  Sanders  engaged  in  farming,  and 
followed  this  occupation  with  success  until 
a  few  years  ago,  when  he  retired. 

Charles  W.  Sanders  attended  the  district 
school  until  he  was  seventeen,  and  at  the  age 
of  twenty  graduated  from  Tiford  Academy 
in  Vinton.  He  then  attended  Rush  Medical 
College,  Chicago,  from  which  he  was  gradu- 
ated in  1884.  He  at  once  began  the  practice 
of  his  chosen  profession  in  the  town  of  Man- 
ly, where  he  has  met  with  all  the  encourage- 
ments due  a  man  who,  by  the  qualities  of  a 


noble  manhood,  makes  for  himself  a  place  in 
the  front  rank  of  citizens.  Dr.  Sanders  is 
a  good  republican  and  is  influential  in  his 
town  and  county.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Iowa  State  Medical  Society  and  of  the  Austin 
Flint  local  society.  He  is  a  Baptist  in  re- 
ligion. 

He  was  married  in  1886  to  Hattie  J. 
Brown  of  Vinton,  who  died  in  1892,  leaving 
two  children:  Jennie,  born  May  8,  1888; 
and  Clifford,  born  August  4,  1890,  who  died 
in  1894.  Dr.  Sanders  was  married  again 
in  1894,  to  Miss  Bertha  V.  Blackmore  of 
Northwcod. 


SANBORN,  George,  editor  and  publish- 
er of  the  Fonda  Times,  is  a  veteran,  not  only 
in  war,  but  in  that  peaceful  avocation  which 
follows  next  in  glory — journalism.  In  the 
one  he  fought  to  preserve  the  nation ;  in  the 
other  labored  for  the  enlightenment  and 
progress  of  its  people.  He  was  born  at  Jef- 
ferson, Wisconsin,  March  1,  1842.  Hia 
father,  William  Sanborn,  was  a  native  of 
Vermont,  having  been  born  near  Wheelock 
in  that  state,  and  served  a  term  in  the  legis- 
lature. He  moved  with  his  family  to  Wis- 
consin in  1839  and  died  there  in  1876.  Most 
of  his  life  was  devoted  to  farming,  but  he 
took  an  active  interest  in  politics  and  held 
many  important  offices  in  the  township  and 
county.  He  also  built  several  of  the  impor- 
t  nt  buildings  of  Jefferson,  among  which 
Wv,re  the  court  house  and  jail,  and  one  of  the 
early  hotels.  The  hotel  is  at  this  time  one 
uf  the  leading  ones  of  the  city.  His  mother, 
Mary  Page  Sanborn,  was  born  near  the  same 
town  as  was  her  husband  and  was  of  Scotch 
descent.  Not  much  is  known  concerning  the 
early  ancestors  of  either  except  that  the  San- 
borns  are  descended  from  three  brothers  who 
came  from  England  before  the  Revolution- 
ary War.  The  name  was  originallv  "Sand- 
boVn." 

George  Sanborn  came  to  Iowa  in  1689  and 
located  on  a  homestead  adjoining  the  pres- 
ent townsite  of  Fonda,  where  he  resided  un- 
til 1880,  when  he  moved  into  Fonda  to  take 
charge  of  the  newspaper  property  previous- 
ly purchased.  Although  he  did  not  have  the 
opportunity  of  securing  a  college  education, 
he  is  acknowledged  to  be  among  the  ablest 
writers  of  the  state.  In  a  business  way,  too, 
he  is  possessed  of  ability  of  a  high  order, 
and  through  good  management  has  been  able 
to  add  to  the  homestead  until  it  now  consists 
of  three  hundred  acres,  the  value  of  which 
may  be  estimated  when  it  is  said  that  it  ad- 
joins the  city  of  Fonda. 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion  Mr.  San- 
born enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company  E, 
Fourth  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry.  He 
re-enlisted  January  1,  1864,  in  the  same  com- 
pany and  regiment,  which  had  previously 
been  transferred  to  the  cavalry  department 
and  was  known  as  the  Fourth  Wisconsin  Cav- 
alry. The  regiment  was  finally  discharged 
June  19,  1866,  after  a  continuous  service  of 
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"five  years  and  six  days.  The  first  six  montl  8 
of  service  was  in  and  about  Baltimore,  guard- 
ing bridges,  building  forts  and  campaigning 
on  the  "Eastern  Shore"  of  Virginia.  In 
the  spring  of  1862  the  regiment  went  with 
General  Butler  to  Ship  Island  and  New  Or- 
leans, and  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  cap- 
ture of  Forts  Morgan  and  St.  Philip  and 
New  Orleans.  The  Fourth  Wisconsin  and 
the  Twenty-eighth  Massachusetts  were  the 
first  Federal  troops  to  enter  the  city  after 
its  surrender.  The  regiment  took  an  im- 
portant part  in  the  operations  against  Vicks- 
burg  under  Butler  in  1862,  and  assisted  in 
digging  the  famous  cut-off  which  has  made 


that  place  an  island  city  since.  During  1863 
it  was  engaged  in  western  Louisiana  and  on 
the  Red  River,  and  in  the  siege  of  Port  Hud- 
son, June  28  to  July  8.  On  June  14,  while 
making  a  charge  on  the  enemy's  works,  Mr. 
Sanborn  was  twice  wounded  and  being  made 
a  prisoner,  was  held  by  the  rebels  until  the 
fort  surrendered.  The  regiment  was  sta- 
tioned at  Baton  Rouge  much  of  the  time 
thereafter.  It  operated  in  Alabama  in  the 
spring  of  1865,  then  marched  from  Mont- 
gomery, Alabama,  to  Fort  Larado,  Texas, 
and  this  was  probably  the  longest  continu- 
ous march  made  by  any  regiment  during  the 


war.  The  object  in  going  to  Texas  was  to 
be  near  the  seat  of  the  Maximilian  trouble. 
In  the  spring  of  1866  the  regiment  was  or- 
dered to  Wisconsin  for  discharge. 

Mr.  Sanborn  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  9 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  having  joined 
the  order  in  the  fall  of  1866,  and  has  held  all 
the  important  offices  in  the  post  organiza- 
tion, including  commander.  He  took  an  ac- 
tive interest  in  the  first  Lincoln  campaign, 
and  cast  his  first  vote  for  the  martyr  presi- 
dent for  a  second  term,  while  at  Baton  Rouge. 
He  has  voted  for  every  republican  candidate 
since.  He  has  not  been  a  place  hunter,  but 
in  1889  was  appointed  postmaster  at  Fonda, 
which  office  he  held  until  September  1,  1896. 
He  is  a  member  of  several  societies,  includ- 
ing the  Odd  Fellows,  Iowa  Legion  of  Honor, 
I.  O.  G.  T.  and  G.  A.  R.,  and  has  filled  the 
principal  offices  in  all  of  them.  He  is  not 
a  member  of  any  church,  but  has  contributed 
to  the  erection  of  nearly  every  church  in  his 
county,  and  assists  in  the  support  of  those 
in  Fonda. 

He  was  married  November  28,  1866,  to 
Miss  L.  A.  Crandall  at  Farmington,  Wis- 
consin. Seven  children  have  been  born  to 
them,  all  but  two  of  whom,  Lula  A.,  born 
November  26,  1873,  and  George  B.,  born 
October  26,  1876,  are  dead.  Lula,  after 
graduating  at  Epworth  College,  in  1897 
married  A.  E.  Rigby,  a  graduate  of  Cornell 
College,  then  principal  of  the  Manchester 
high  school,  pastor  of  the  M.  E.  church  at 
Elk  Point,  S.  D.,  and  now  instructor  in  the 
M.  E.  Mission  College  at  Nagasaki,  Japan. 


TAYLOR,  Dr.  James  F.,  of  Salix,  Wood- 
bury county,  is  a  son  of  Samuel  Taylor,  one 
of  the  earliest  settlers  in  that  section  of  the 
state.  He  removed  to  Woodbury  county  in 
the  year  1867  from  Wisconsin,  and  he  en- 
gaged in  farming,  in  which  he  was  very  suc- 
cessful. His  wife  was  Sarah  E.  Fitzmaur- 
ice.  James  F.  Taylor  was  born  October  16, 
1866,  in  Markasan,  Wisconsin,  and  during 
his  early  years  attended  the  district  schools. 
He  was  first  employed  as  a  clerk,  but  choos- 
ing the  practice  of  medicine  for  his  profes- 
sion, he  entered  the  Bellevue  Hospital  Medi- 
cal  College  in  New  YoA  Cit^  ggfogfe 
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graduated  March  27,  1892.  He  had  previous- 
ly received  a  business  education  in  the  Iowa 
City  Business  College. 

Dr.  Taylor  is  a  practical  druggist  and  a 
registered  pharmacist  in  New  York  City, 
Iowa  and  Nebraska.  As  Professor  of  Mate- 
ria Medica  and  Pharmacy  he  has  lectured  for 
three  years  before  the  Sioux  City  College 
of  Medicine,  and  his  thorough  preparation 
for  his  work,  together  with  native  ability 
and  industry  have  brought  him  recognized 
success.  Dr.  Taylor  in  a  Master  Mason,  K. 
P.  and  I.  O.  O.  F.     In  politics  he  was  for- 


TOLERTON,  Jambs  Jared,  Judge  of  the- 
Tenth  judicial  district,  resides  at  Cedar- 
Falls,  and  has  been  there  since  1866.  His 
father,  Hill  Tolerton,  was  a  prosperous  and 
successful  farmer  of  Salem,  Ohio,  whoee 
parents  came  to  that  state  from  County  An- 
trim, Ireland,  and  settled  in  1808.  They 
were  of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  and  in  relig- 
ious belief  were  Quakers.  The  grandmoth- 
er's maiden  name  was  Douglas  and  she  was 
a  member  of  the  noted  Scotch  family  of  that 
name.  Judge  Tolerton's  mother  was  Lncy 
Mary  Warner  before  her  marriage.     Her* 


merly  a  democrat,  but  not  endorsing  the  fi- 
nancial policy  of  William  J.  Bryan,  he  cast 
his  vote  for  William  McKinley  in  1896.  Dr. 
Taylor  was  married  June  22,  1898,  to  Miss 
Frances  B.  Thatcher  of  Crab  Orchard,  Ne- 
braska. One  child,  a  daughter,  Gwendolin, 
has  been  born  to  them. 

Dr.  Taylor  is  also  local  surgeon  for  the 
S.  C.  &  P.  and  F.  E.  &  M.  R.  Railways, 
having  been  oppointed  in  1897.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  American  Medical  Society, 
the  State  Association  of  Railway  Surgeons 
and  the  State  Medical  Society. 


father  was  a  New  England  Yankee  who  set- 
tled in  Ohio  at  a  very  early  date  and  after- 
wards removed  to  Grant  county,  Wisconsin. 
Her  mother  was  of  Scotch  origin  and  a  na- 
tive of  Pennsylvania,  her  maiden  name  be- 
ing Ramsey. 

James  J.  Tolerton  was  born  on  the  home 
farm,  near  Salem,  Ohio,  June  22,  1840.  He 
attended  the  district  school  until  fourteen 
years  of  age  and  then  entered  a  private  sem- 
inary in  Salem  and  prepared  for  college. 
In  1860  he  entered  Allegheny  College  at 
Meadville,  Pennsylvania,  and  was  graduated 
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from  the  classical  course  in  1864.  He  then 
-began  the  study  of  law  and  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  1866,  locating  at  Cedar  Falls, 
Iowa,  in  the  same  year.  Each  year  during 
his  college  course  young  Tolerton  worked 
in  the  harvest  field  and  in  the  winter  taught 
school  to  aid  in  paying  expenses.  In  the 
practice  of  law  the  Judge  has  never  formed 
a  partnership,  as  lawyers  frequently  do,  but 
has  stood  alone  on  his  own  merits  and  has 
enjoyed  a  very  satisfactory  business.  He  has 
always  taken  a  very  considerable  interest  in 
political  affairs,  and,  although  his  early  edu- 
cation and  inherited  sympathies  were  demo- 
cratic, he  has  now  been  for  more  than  thirty 
years  actively  connected  with  the  republican 
party.  His  political  work  has  been  done  in 
conventions  and  locally  during  the  cam- 
paigns. In  1894  he  was  elected  Judge  of  the 
Tenth  judicial  district,  comprising  the 
splendid  counties  of  Delaware,  Buchanan, 
Grundy  and  Black  Hawk,  commencing  his 
duties  as  district  judge  January  1,  1895. 

The  Judge  is  a  prominent  member  of  the 
Masonic  order  and  a  Knight  Templar.  For 
over  forty  years  he  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

June  12,  1867,  he  was  married  to  Mar- 
garet Taylor,  of  Meadville,  Pennsylvania, 
and  they  have  two  daughters :  Mary  E.  Tol- 
erton, born  April  11,  1869,  married  to  Harry 
E.  Aldrich  of  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa,  July  1, 
1896,  and  Margaret  Ernestine  Tolerton,  born 
April  14,  1878. 


YOST,  Francis  Marion,  M.  D.,  of  Cen- 
ter Point,  Linn  county,  is  one  of  the  pioneer 
physicians  who  came  to  Iowa  in  1855  and 
rode  across  the  prairies  on  horseback  in  all 
kinds  of  weather  to  alleviate  the  sufferings 
of  the  pioneers  scattered  over  a  sparsely  set- 
tled country.  The  Yost  family  came  to 
America  from  Germany  eight  or  ten  years 
prior  to  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  the 
first  in  the  male  line  was  one  of  the  soldiers 
in  Washington's  camp  at  Valley  Forge  and 
"was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Brandywine. 
His  mother's  ancestors  were  Scotch  on  the 
paternal  and  Irish  on  the  maternal  side.  His 
father's  name  was  Bartley  Yost.  His 
mother's  maiden  name  was  Jane  McClure. 


They  had  three  children,  of  whom  Francis 
M.,  born  March  13,  1825,  in  the  vicinity  of 
Penn  Mar  on  the  northern  boundary  line  of 
Maryland  and  southern  of  Pennsylvania,  was 
the  oldest.  When  Francis  was  about  twelve 
years  old  the  family  removed  to  southwest- 
ern Pennsylvania,  where  the  father  had  be- 
come possessed  of  a  small  tract  of  rough, 
unfertile  land,  which,  by  unremitting  toil, 
good  management  and  frugal  economy,  sup- 
ported the  family  in  all  the  comforts  and 
advantages  of  a  home,  where  the  kindest  pa- 
rental care  and  affection,  with  religious  in- 
struction, were  bestowed,  but  with  only  the 


educational  advantages  to  be  derived  from 
parental  instruction  in  the  elementary 
branches.  Francis  attended  a  high  school,  or 
select  school,  for  about  a  year,  at  the  age  of 
fifteen  years,  and  shortly  afterward  com- 
menced to  paddle  his  own  canoe.  He  com- 
menced the  practice  of  medicine  in  1853  and 
in  the  spring  of  1855  located  where  he  is 
now  practicing  and  ministered  to  the  needs 
of  the  widely  scattered  pioneers.  In  1857 
he  was  married  to  Charlotte  A.  Gitchell; 
daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Asenath  Gitchell. 
Her  paternal  grandfather  came  from  Scot-  • 
land  and  married  a  Miss  Gallup,  a  New  Eng- 
land girl  of  Erglish  descent,     nis  son  was 
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the  father  of  the  present  Mrs.  Yost.  They 
have  had  si*  children,  four  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing, viz. :  Jessie  May,  now  Mrs.  W.  G.  Por- 
ter of  Sioux  Falls,  South  Dakota ;  Frank  L., 
living  in  Center  Point;  Bartley  B.  and 
Charles  G.,  both  graduates  of  the  St.  Louis 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons. 

Dr.  Yost  is  a  believer  in  the  doctrine  of 
Platonism  and  also  of  the  divinity  of  Christ 
and  his  sacraficial  atonement.  Politically, 
he  is  a  Jeffersonian  democrat.  Believing 
that  every  civil  right  grows  out  of  a  natural 
right;  that  exercise  of  the  natural  rights  of 
every  man  should  have  no  other  restrictions 
than  those  which  are  necessary  to  secure  to 
every  other  man  the  free  exercise  of  the  same 
rights — and  these  limits  to  be  determined 
only  by  law  enacted  in  conformity  with  the 
principles  of  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  and  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
— he  is,  therefore,  opposed  to  territorial  ac- 
quisition and  government  by  military  con- 
quest or  Christianization  on  the  Mahomedan 
plan  of  conversion — by  the  sword. 


WRIGHT,  Carroll,  who  represents  the 
Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  Railway 
Company  as  its  attorney  for  Iowa,  lives  in 
Des  Moines,  and  belongs  to  the  distinguish- 
ed family  of  which  his  father,  the  late  George 
G.  Wright,  was  the  head.  Carroll  Wright 
was  born  in  Keosauqua,  October  21,  1854, 
and  his  education,  professional  training  and 
career  are  all  of  Iowa.  His  mother's  fam- 
ily name  was  well  known.  Her  name  was 
Hannah  M.  Dibble  and  she  was  the  daughter 
of  Thomas  Dibble,  a  native  of  New  York, 
who  came  to  Iowa  in  1838  and  located  in 
Van  Buren  county,  where  his  ability  and 
worth  were  soon  recognized  and  he  was  made 
a  member  of  the  first  constitutional  con- 
vention held  in  Iowa  City  in  1844.  He  at- 
tained considerable  prominence  in  his  sec- 
tion of  the  state  and  was  respected  by  all 
who  knew  him.  He  was  a  tall,  spare  man 
of  genial  disposition  and  vigorous  mind,  in 
politics  a  war  democrat  and  in  religion  a 
rniversalist.  He  reared  a  family  of  six  chil- 
dren, and  died  in  18f>4,  when  about  eighty 
years  of  age. 


Judge  George  G.  Wright,  father  of  Car- 
roll Wright,  was  the  first  of  the  family  in 
Iowa  to  attract  state  and  national  attention. 
HtJ  came  from  Indiana,  where  he  was  a  char- 
ity student  in  the  University  of  Indiana,  and 
settled  in  Van  Buren  county  about  1840. 
He  had  a  hard  struggle  at  first,  but  as  soon 


as  he  had  an  opportunity  to  show  what  was 
in  him,  he  went  rapidly  up  the  ladder  of 
fame.  He  practiced  law  successfully  in  Van 
Buren  county  until  in  1856  he  was  appoint- 
ed by  the  governor  and  in  the  same  year 
elected  by  the  people  to  the  supreme  beach, 
where  he  served  for  fifteen  years.  In  Jan- 
uary, 1870,  Judge  Wright  was  elected  Uni- 
ted States  senator  and  served  six  years,  from 
March  4,  1871,  to  March  4,  1877,  when  he 
voluntarily  retired  to  return  to  his  law  prac- 
tice in  which  he  was  associated  at  different 
times  with  his  sons,  the  late  Thomas  S. 
Wright  and  Carroll  Wright,  and  A.  B.  Cum- 
mins. During  the  latter  years  of  his  life  he 
retired  from  active  law  practice  and  was 
president  of  the  Polk  County  Savings  Bank 
and  of  the  Security  Loan  &  Trust  Company. 
He  died  January  11,  180(5,  having  earned 
by  a  lifetime  of  loyal  and  brainy  service  to 
his  state  the  title  of  "The  Grand  Old  Man 
of  Iowa."      The   family     removed     to     IVs 
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Moines  in  1865.  Judge  and  Mrs.  Wright 
were  the  parents  of  seven  children :  Thomas 
S-,  who  became  general  solicitor  of  the  Chi- 
cago, Rock  Island  &  Pacific  Railway  Com- 
pany and  died  in  1895 ;  Craig  L.,  the  leading 
lawyer  in  Sioux  City;  Carroll  and  George 
G.,  both  residents  of  Des  Moines;  Mary  D., 
widow  of  F.  IL  Peavey  of  Minneapolis,  Lucia 
H.,  wife  of  E.  IL  Stone  of  Sioux  City,  and 
Willie,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eleven  years. 

Carroll  Wright  attended  the  common 
schools  in  Keosauqua  until  the  family  moved 
to  Des  Moines.  He  entered  the  State  Uni- 
versity at  Iowa  City  in  1870  and  was  gradu- 
ated from  the  collegiate  department  in  1875. 
Upon  his  return  from  college  be  was  ap- 
pointed consular  clerk  to  the  consul  general 
at  Rome,  but  he  declined  this  position  and 
commenced  work  on  the  Iowa  State  Register 
as  a  reporter.  In  the  fall  of  1876  he  left  the 
Register  and  went  into  the  law  office  of 
'Wright,  Gatch  &  Wright,  as  a  student.  He 
attended  the  Simpson  Centenary  College  of 
Law  in  Des  Moines  during  this  time  and 
graduated  there  in  1878  as  the  valedictorian 
of  his  class.  A  partnership  was  then  formed, 
consisting  of  his  father,  Judge  George  Q. 
Wright,  and  the  oldest  brother,  Thomas  S., 
under  the  firm  name  of  Wright  &  Wright. 
This  continued  until  1881,  when  A.  B.  Cum- 
mins was  admitted  to  the  firm. 

Several  changes  subsequently  occurred  in 
the  firm  by  the  withdrawal  of  Judge  Wright 
from  active  practice  and  by  Thomas  S. 
Wright  becoming  division  solicitor  of  the 
Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  Railway  and 
subsequently  its  general  attorney  and  remov- 
ing to  Chicago.  When  he  became  division 
solicitor  the  firm  was  changed  to  Cummins 
&  Wright,  consisting  of  A.  B.  Cummins  and 
Carroll  Wright.  They  continued  in  practice 
together  until  August  1,  1896,  when  Mr. 
Wright  was  apointed  attorney  for  Iowa  for 
the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  Rail- 
way Company,  having  charge  of  all  its  legal 
business  in  Iowa.  He  therefore  retired  from 
the  firm  and  from  general  practice,  but  again 
resumed  connection  with  the  firm  in  1902, 
when  Mr.  Cummins  became  governor  of  Iowa, 
being  associated  with  James  Hewitt  and 
Craig  T.  Wright,  son  of  Thos.  S.  Wright. 
Carroll  Wright  is  a  remarkably  successful 
lawyer,  not  only  because  of  the  native  ability 


which  he  possesses,  but  because  of  the  indus- 
try with  which  he  prepares  his  cases  for  trial. 
He  has  a  rule  of  always  putting  himself  in 
the  position  of  the  attorney  of  the  other  side 
when  he  is  getting  ready  for  trial,  seeking 
to  find  all  the  weak  points  in  his  own  case 
so  that  he  may  prepare  in  advance  against 
any  attack  which  may  be  made.  He  gives 
advice  conservatively  and  never  without  thor- 
oughly understanding  all  the  facts  and  the 
law  in  the  case.  Having  an  unusual  capacity 
for  details,  nothing  is  ever  neglected  and 
he  is  never  caught  napping. 

Mr.  Wright  has  always  been  an  active 
republican.  He  participates  in  the  conven- 
tions and  in  the  councils  of  his  party  and  is 
a  most  valued  worker.  He  is  not  in  politics 
for  his  own  advantage  and  has  not  been  a 
candidate  for  any  office,  yet  he  is  a  recog- 
nized power  in  Iowa  politics.  The  only  offi- 
cial position  he  ever  held  was  that  of  regent 
of  the  State  University,  to  which  position 
he  has  been  twice  elected,  the  last  time  in 
1900  for  a  term  of  six  years.  He  is  con- 
nected with  various  republican  organizations 
and  clubs  in  the  state  and  has  often  served 
his  party  as  a  campaign  speaker.  Mr.  Wright 
is  secretary  of  the  Des  Moines  &  Ft.  Dodge 
Railroad,  a  director  in  the  Hawkeye  Invest- 
ment Company  and  is  interested  in  various 
enterprises  of  the  city  of  Des  Moines,  where 
he  has  been  during  all  of  his  active  life  promi- 
nently connected  with  public  affairs.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  order. 
On  the  18th  of  June,  1879,  Mr.  Wright  was 
married  to  Miss  Nellie  Elliott,  daughter  of 
the  late  John  A.  and  Mattie  Henderson  El- 
liott. Mr.  Elliott  was  for  six  years  auditor 
of  state  and  later  president  of  the  State  In- 
surance Company.  He  died  in  1887.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Wright  have  one  child  living,  Car- 
roll Wright,  Jr.,  born  January  25,  1895. 
They  live  in  a  beautiful  home  on  West 
Grand  avenue. 


WOLF,  Judge  William  Penn,  late  of 
Tipton,  Cedar  county,  judge  of  the  Eigh- 
teenth judicial  district,  has  had  much  to  do 
with  the  making:  of  Iowa,  and  for  several 
years  was  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  republi- 
can party  in  the  state.     He  was  speaker  of 
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the  house  in  the  Twentieth  General  Assem- 
bly, chairman  of  the  republican  state  central 
committee  in  the  great  presidential  campaign 
of  1884,  and  has  held  many  other  positions 
.of  honor  and  trust.  Judge  James  H.  Roth- 
rock,  of  Cedar  Rapids,  for  many  years  judge 
of  the  supreme  court,  was  Judge  Wolf's  law 
partner  and  nearest  neighbor  in  Tipton  for 
inany  years  before  Judge  Rothrock  went  on 
the  bench.  At  the  time  of  Judge  Wolfs 
.death,  in  September,  1896,  Judge  Rothrock 
said  of  him:  "There  never  was  a  man  of 
more  kindly  nature  and  generous  impulses. 
His  daily  life  was  a  rare  example  of  the  up- 
right man  without  guile  of  malice  in  his 
heart.  I  believe  if  he  had  been  reduced  to 
poverty  he  would  have  divided  his  last  crust 
of  bread  with  his  bitterest  enemy.  But  he 
had  no  enemies  in  the  common  acceptation  of 
the  term.  He  had  rivalry  in  his  public  life. 
As  a  member  of  the  senate  of  this  state;  as 
the  speaker  of  its  house  of  representatives ;  as 
a  member  of  congress  and  as  judge  of  the 
district  court  he  had  opposition  common  to 
political  contests,  but  no  man  had  cause  to 
jquestion  his  honor  or  the  purity  of  his  char- 
acter. He  was  an  able  lawyer.  I  never 
knew  a  man  at  the  Iowa  bar  who  could  try 
a  case  so  well  with  so  little  time  for  prepara- 
tion. He  was  not  an  orator  in  the  popular 
sense;  he  was  more  than  that.  He  was  en- 
dowed by  nature  with  the  very  strongest  reas- 
oning power,  and  in  a  plain,  unostentatious 
manner  he  presented  every  feature  of  his 
case  with  all  the  force  of  strong,  logical  and 
convincing  argument.  Few  men  possessed 
more  general  information  than  he  had." 
Higher  tribute  than  this  very  few  men  live 
to  earn,  as  Judge  Wolf  did. 

He  was  born  in  Harrisburgh,  Stark  coun- 
ty, Ohio,  December  1,  1833.  His  father 
was  Jacob  Wolf,  a  school  teacher  and  mer- 
chant in  moderate  circumstances.  His  moth- 
er's maiden  name  was  Ann  Catherine  Smith. 
They  lived  on  a  farm  in  that  county,  in  which 
is  the  city  of  Canton,  for  some  years,  and 
William  attended  common  school,  seminary 
and  high  school  in  Marlboro,  and  afterward 
taught  there  and  elsewhere  in  the  state.  He 
studied  law  in  the  office  of  Bierce  &  Pease, 
in  Canton,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-three, 
in  1850,  came  with  his  parents  to  Cedar 
pounty,  where  they  settled  on  a  farm.    Here 


William  assisted  on  the  farm,  taught  school, 
and  continued  his  law  studies  with  Rush 
Clark  of  Iowa  City.  John  Brown,  the  fa- 
mous "Old  John  Brown  of  Osawattomie," 
with  some,  of  his  sons  and  followers,  spent 
some  time  in  and  about  Springdale,  in  Cedar 
county,  about  this  time,  and  young  Mr.  Wolf 
came  to  know  them  well  and  took  an  active 
and  enthusiastic  part  in  their  operations, 
running  off  negroes,  riding  in  the  night  at 
much  peril  to  himself,  to  baffle  the  plans  of 
those  who  were  trying  to  defeat.  Brown's  pur- 
poses. 


Mr.  Wolf  began  the  practice  of  law  in  Tip- 
ton in  1859,  and  was  married  that  year  to 
Alice  Macey.  He  was  asked  to  teach  the 
grammar  school  there  and  did  so,  also  being 
elected  to  the  office  of  county  superintendent, 
but  declined  further  work  in  this  line,  desir- 
ing to  give  all  his  time  to  his  law  practice. 
He  was  elected  to  the  legislature  first  in 
1863.  In  the  summer  of  1864  he  responded 
to  the  call  for  Iowa  soldiers,  raised  a  com- 
pany, Co.  I,  46th  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry, 
was  elected  its  captain  and  went  immediate- 
ly into  the  enemy's  country,  near  Memphis, 
Tennessee.  fWhile  guarding  a  railway  his 
command  was  ambuscaded,  he  was  shot  and 
left  for  dead  on  the    field.      Some    Union 
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-women  found  him  after  some  hours,  and,  aid- 
ed by  negroes,  took  him  in  an  ox  cart  to  the 
Union  forces,  where  he  was  cared  for.  He 
carried  that  rebel  bullet  all  his  life.  It  was 
supposed  to  have  lodged  in  his  liver;  it  par- 
tially paralyzed  one  leg  and  was  the  cause 
of  a  slight  peculiarity  of  gait,  for  he  never 
ceased  to  suffer  from  it,  and  it  shortened  his 
life.  Returning  from  the  war,  he  entered 
into  the  law  partnership  with  James  H.  Roth- 
rock  in  Tipton.  He  was  deputy  internal 
revenue  collector  under  Lincoln,  was  editor 
of  the  Tipton  Advertiser  during  about  six 
months,  in  1866,  which  was  one  of  the  first 
newspapers  in  the  country  to  show  up  An- 
drew Johnson  for  treachery  to  his  party.  He 
was  elected  state  senator  in  1867,  represent- 
ing Cedar  county.  In  1870  he  was  elected 
to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of  William  Smythe 
as  congressman  from  the  Fifth  district.  In 
1882  he  was  elected  to  the  lower  house  of 
the  legislature  and  in  1884  was  re-elected 
and  was  speaker  of  the  house  the  first  ses- 
sion in  the  new  state  house.  He  made  a  rec- 
ord as  speaker  in  keeping  with  the  reputa- 
tion he  had  made  for  conscientious  and  able 
public  service,  and  it  was  one  of  the  things 
he  was  most  proud  of.  In  that  house  were 
such  men  as  W.  I.  Babb,  Charles  Doerr,  B. 
F.  Clayton,  W.  O,  Scmidt,  C.  S.  Ranck,  N. 

B.  Holbrook,  Thomas  McCall,  S.  M.  Weaver, 

C.  C.  Carpenter,  and  it  was  one  of  the  most 
important  legislatures  in  the  state's  history. 
That  same  year  Speaker  Wolf  managed  the 
state  campaign  for  the  republican  party. 
After  Judge  Rothrock  went  on  the  bench, 
Mr.  Wolf  had  S.  V.  Landt  for  a  law  partner, 
and  when  the  latter  went  to  California,  his 
place  was  taken  by  T.  B.  Hanley,  and  that 
relation  continued  until  Mr.  Wolf  became 
district  judge  in  1894.  He  was  an  able,  as 
well  as  a  popular  judge,  and  this  was  his 
dearest  ambition.  Judge  Wolf  always  had 
a  leaning  toward  the  poor  and  unfortunate, 
and  would  give  their  affairs  his  best  atten- 
tion without  pay,  at  the  expense  of  his  own 
business,  so  he  never  became  wealthy.  But 
when  he  died,  September  19,  1896,  after  a 
long  illness  of  Bright's  disease  and  compli- 
cations, the  bar,  the  courts  and  the  press,  as 
well  as  his  friends  and  the  people  who  knew 
him  best,  covered  his    grave    with    eulogy. 


They  paid  the  deserved  tribute  to  a  life  well 
lived.  ; 

Judge  Wolf  was  married  to  Miss  Alice 
Macey  in  1859.  Six  children  were  born  to 
them,  as  follows:  Mrs.  Mary  Snyder,  Cali- 
fornia; Mrs.  Lucy  Bowers^  Keokuk;  Mrs. 
Clara  Ward,  California;  Louis  of  St.  Joseph, 
Mo.;  William  and  Miss  Edith,  who  live  at 
home  in  Tipton.  Mrs.  Wolf  died  in  1881, 
and  Mr.  Wolf  was  married  to  Miss  Bertha 
Redfield,  daughter  of  the  late  Colonel  Red- 
field,  the  founder  of  the  town  of  Redfield, 
Iowa,  October  21,  1885.  Two  children  were 
born  to  them :  Louise  Redfield,  born  March 
6,  1891,  and  Walter  Paul,  born  February 
17, 1893.  Judge  Wolf  was  a  member  of  the 
G.  A.  R.  and  of  the  Loyal  Legion. 

Since  this  sketch  was  written  an  incident 
occurred  showing  the  tender  relations  that  ex- 
isted in  the  family  of  Judge  Wolf.  His  lit- 
tle son,  six  years  old,  was  heard  to  say,  "When 
I  die  I  wish  I  would  die  with  a  book  in  my 
hand."  When  asked  why,  he  replied,  "So 
papa  could  hear  me  read." 


WATERBURY,  Chables  Dann,  is  a  suc- 
cessful banker  in  Dayton,  Iowa,  where  he 
located  in  September,  1881,  and  started  the 
Bank  of  Dayton.  His  early  education  was 
mostly  in  the  public  schools  of  Polo,  Ogle 
county,  Illinois,  where  he  was  born.  He 
graduated  from  the  high  school  in  that  town 
in  1876,  having  been  very  active  as  a  debater 
in  the  literary  society.  The  week  after  he 
graduated  he  started  for  California,  where 
he  spent  three  years,  teaching  most  of  the 
time.  In  1879  he  returned  to  Polo  to  study 
law,  but  came  to  Iowa  before  completing  the 
course  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Fort 
Dodge  at  the  December  term  of  court  in 
1881,  but  did  not  at  any  time  intend  to  enter 
the  practice  actively.  His  bank  was  a  pri- 
vate bank  until  the  fall  of  1886,  when  he 
became  associated  with  a  number  of  Fort 
Dodge  gentlemen  and  formed  the  State  Bank 
of  Dayton,  of  which  he  has  since  been  cashier. 
In  1900  the  bank  was  converted  into  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Dayton.  He  is  also 
interested  in  a  drug  store  in  Dayton.  Mr. 
Waterbury  has  been  a  republican  ever  since 
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the  assassination  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  of 
which  he  has  a  vivid  recollection.  He  was 
a  delegate  to  the  state  convention  that  first 
nominated  William  Larrabee  for  governor. 
In  1885  he  was  elected  mayor  of  Dayton 
and  served  one  year.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  order,  but  of  no  other  secret  society. 
Though  Mr.  Waterbury  is  not  a  member  of 
any  church  and  his  religious  views  are  in 
harmony  with  the  Unitarians,  he  is  one  of 
the  trustees  of  the  Grace  M.  E.  church  in 
Dayton   and   assisted   in   its  erection.     Mr. 


Waterbury  was  married  in  1886  to  E.  Fran- 
ces LeValley  of  Knox  county,  Illinois.  Mrsw 
Waterbury  died  in  the  spring  of  1895,  lear- 
ing  two  girls,  now  six  and  eight  years  of 
age.     Mr.   Waterbury's  parents  were  John 
Waterbury,  Jr.,  and  Electa  Mallory  Water- 
bury.    The  father  was  a  farmer  and  stock 
raiser  in    comfortable    circumstances    near 
Polo,  Illinois.     He  was  the  oldest  of  six 
sons  of  John  Waterbury,  coming  with  them 
from  Delaware  county,  New  York,  in  1836. 
He  served  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  in 
the  Seventh  Hlinois  Cavalry    as    battalion 
commissary  sergeant  and  musician.     He  was 
a  staunch  abolitionist  and  republican,  who 
died  in  1871.    His  wife  was  a  native  of  Sul- 
livan county,  New  York,  and  was  born  in 


1830.  She  was  married  to  John  Waterbury, 
Jr.,  in  1849,  and  is  now  married  a  second 
time  to  Aran  Leonard.  Daniel  Waterbury, 
a  great-grandfather  of  Charles  D.  Water- 
bury, served  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and 
the  great-grandfather  of  Daniel  Waterbury 
came  to  America  from  Wales,  settling  in 
Stamford,  Connecticut,  in  1646. 


WELCH,  Ira  L.,  M.  D.  the  oldest  medical 
practitioner  in  Humboldt  county,  was  born 
in  Cortland  county,  New  York,  on  Decem- 
ber 18,  1828.  His  father,  Cornelius  Welch, 
was  a  German  of  more  than  ordinary  ability. 
It  is  said  that  bis  opinions  and  advice  were 
given  with  an  earnest  sincerity  and  consci- 
entious judgment  rarely,  if  ever,  wrong.  He 
identified  himself  with  the  whig  party.  He 
was  a  great  admirer  of  Henry  Clay,  but 
had  much  sympathy  for  the  Free  Soil  move- 
ment, and  at  the  organization  of  the  republi- 
can party  he  espoused  its  cause  and  worked 
for  its  success  until  his  death.  Dr.  Welch 
was  one  of  a  family  of  twelve  children,  eight 
of  whom  attained  adult  age.  Three  of  the 
sons  enlisted  as  volunteers  in  the  late  war; 
one  of  these,  the  youngest  son  in  the  fam- 
ily, was  mortally  wounded  at  Gettysburg. 
Another  son  is  now  a  citizen  of  Baraboo, 
Wisconsin,  and  has  represented  his  district 
in  both  houses  of  the  legislature.  Another 
son  died  suddenly  from  heart  disease,  con- 
tracted in  the  army,  soon  after  the  war  closed. 

Dr.  Welch  came  with  his  father's  family 
from  Cortland  county,  New  York,  to  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  when  about  three  years  of  age. 
He  was  educated  in  Seville  Academy  at  Se- 
ville, Ohio,  and  at  Oberlin  College,  in  the 
same  state.     He  entered  upon  his  duties  at 
these  institutions  of  learning  with  a  zealous 
hope  of  obtaining  a  liberal  education,  but 
after  two  years  of  immoderate  application, 
be  was  obliged  to  abandon  his  plans  on  ac- 
count   of   failing   health.      With    returning 
health  he  began  the  study  of  medicine  and 
later  took  a  course  of  lectures  in   Charity 
Hospital  Medical  College  at  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
He  subsequently  took  a  course  of  lectures  in 
the  University  of  Wooster,  and  in  1870  grad- 
uated from   that   institution.     He  has  be*n 
in  constant   practice  since   1867.      He   was 
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married  to  Miss  Susan  E.  Dix  on  April  19, 
1854,  in  Seville,  Ohio.  They  have  three 
children :  Frank  M.,  George  W.  and  Sarah 
Charlena,  wife  of  Fred  BL  Taft  of  Califor- 
nia, all  now  living.  The  doctor  is  not  ac- 
tively identified  with  any  church,  but  his 
sympathies  are  largely  with  liberal  Chris- 
tianity. He  is  a  member  and  ex-president 
of  the  Fort  Dodge  Medical  Society,  member 
and  ex-president  of  the  Boone  Valley  Medi- 
cal Society,  member  of  the  Iowa  State  Medi- 
ral  Society  and  the  American  Medical  Asso- 


ciation. He  gives  as  much  of  his  time  to  the 
meetings  of  these  societies  as  his  profession- 
al duties  will  permit.  He  was  for  several 
yiears  Worshipful  Master  of  the  Majsonic 
lodge  at  Humboldt,  and  also  a  member  of 
Delta  Chapter  No.  51,  Royal  Arch  Masons, 
at  Fort  Dodge  and  of  Cavalry  Commandery, 
No.  24,  as  well.  His  interests  have  been 
identified  with  Humboldt  county  since  1868. 
He  served  as  county  treasurer  foi  four  years 
following  January  1,  1874,  and  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  house  of  representatives  repre- 
senting the  district  then  composed  of  Hum- 
boldt and  Wright  counties  in  the  Twenty- 
first  General  Assembly.  In  politics  he  is  a 
republican  who  firmly  adheres  to  the  doc- 
trine  of   protection,    reciprocity  and   sound 


money,  yet  considerate  and  reasonable  in  his 
attitude  toward  those  holding  different  views. 

By  close  attention  to  business  and  the  con- 
scientious discharge  of  his  duties  as  a  phy- 
sician, the  doctor  has  earned  a  professional 
reputation  that  is  not  confined  to  Humboldt 
county.  His  time,  energies  and  best  thought 
have  always  been  devoted  to  his  practice  and 
the  interests  of  his  patients.  He  is  noted 
for  his  generosity,  and  it  is  said  his  practice 
would  be  much  more  remunerative  if  his 
collections  were  made  in  accordance  with 
strict  business  principles,  but  to  force  an 
account  seems  to  be  entirely  without  the  good 
doctor's  province. 

On  account  of  a  painful  and  progressive 
disease  of  the  bones  of  the  leg  below  the  knee 
he  has  been  laid  up  and  totally  disabled 
since  about  the  middle  of  November,  1899. 
During  the  latter  part  of  the  winter  the  knee 
joint  became  involved  to  the  extent  of  con- 
fining him  to  the  bed  much  of  the  time  and 
rendering  surgical  interference  necessary.  As 
a  last  resort  he  suffered  the  amputation  of 
his  left  leg  about  six  inches  above  the  knee 
on  March  26,  1900,  since  which  time  his 
general  health  has  improved  so  that  at  the 
present  time,  May  21,  1900,  his  condition 
gives  fair  promise  of  complete  recovery  to 
health. 


ZINK,  Townsend  Murphy,  is  a  promi- 
nent lawyer  of  Le  Mars.  He  is  a  son  of 
James  Zink  and  Clarissa  Murphy  Zink.  Mr. 
Zink  was  born  December  28,  1858,  near 
Clear  Creek,  Highland  county,  Ohio.  He 
had  the  usual  education  of  that  pioneer  peri- 
od and  location  until  1867,  when  at  the  age 
of  nine  he  removed  with  his  parents  to  a 
farm  seven  miles  southeast  of  Newton,  Jas- 
per county.  Here  he  passed  his  boyhood 
and  young  manhood,  acquiring  a  good  gen- 
eral education  and  beginning  the  study  of 
law  at  home  from  books  prescribed  in  the 
course  at  the  State  TL  diversity.  He  entered 
the  law  department  of  the  University  of 
Iowa  City,  in  1882,  graduating  June  19, 
1883.  He  at  once  lciunni  at  Le  Mars,  Aug- 
ust 7  following  and  befjrth  the  practice  of  his 
profession.  Always  a  close  student,  applying 
himself  constantly  and  consuming  very  lit- 
tle time  in  amusement  o*-  recreation,  he  was 
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soon  able  to  demonstrate  his  ability  and 
make  for  himself  a  place  in  the  practice  of 
that  city  and  county.  Possessed  of  a  strong 
physique  and  the  steadiest  of  nerves,  good 
reasoning  powers  and  force  of  oratory,  Mr. 
Zink  is  especially  adapted  to  trial  work.  He 
has  taken  a  high  rank  in  his  profession. 


He  is  a  member  of  no  club  and  holds  no 
church  membership,  but  is  liberal  in  all  his 
views,  believing  in  the  union  of  all  sects  and 
denominations  to  accomplish  the  most  good 
for  humanity. 

He  was  married  December  2,  1886,  to 
Emma  Margretta  Xix.  They  have  one  child, 
Margretta  T.  Mrs.  Zink  is  a  member  of  the 
Congregational  church,  a  fine  singer  and 
prominent  in  society. 


WEBSTER,  J.  C,  a  successful  business 
man  and  one  of  the  earnest  political  workers 
of  Howard  county,  was  born  in  Montgomery 
county,  Indiana,  in  1856,  and  was  brought 
by  his  parents  to  Winneshiek  county,  Iowa, 
in  the  same  year.  Mr.  Webster  had  the  ex- 
periences common  to  Iowa  farmers'  boys  and 
secured  a  good  education  in  the  public 
schools,  the  Decorah  Institute,  which  he*  at- 


tended three  years,  and  in  Slack's  Commer- 
cial College  in  Decorah.  He  was  graduated 
from  the  latter  institution.  He  devoted  hi* 
attention  first  to  teaching  school  and  was 
highly  successful  in  educational  work.  While 
principal  of  the  Riceville  schools  he  was 
elected  county  superintendent  of  Howard 
county  in  1887  and  served  two  terms.  His 
activity  as  a  republican  was  thus  rewarded! 
and  his  ability  as  an  educator  recognized. 

In  1895  Mr.  Webster  was  selected  by  the 
republicans  of  Howard  county  to  manage 
the  campaign  in  that  county  during  that 
heated  campaign.  He  made  an  extraordin- 
ary record  in  this  difficult  position.  At  the 
close  of  the  campaign  it  was  discovered  that 
his  work  had  -that  year  been  productive  of 
the  beet  results  of  any  county  chairman  in 
the  state,  for  Howard  county  won  the  Tippe- 
canoe banner  for  having  made  the  largest  gain- 
on  the  republican  state  ticket  over  the  pre- 
vious year  of  any  county  in  the  state.     He 


was  re-elected  to  the  chairmanship  in  1896 
and  again  in  1897  in  recognition  of  the  valu- 
able services  which  he  had  rendered  the  party. 
His  work  in  organizing  the  county  in  the 
presidential  campaign  of  1896  was  said  by 
the  district  chairman,  Henry  Meyer,  of  El- 
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kader,  to  be  one  of  the  best  in  the  district 
Mr.  Webster  has  been  no  less  successful 
since  he  embarked  in  business  as  president 
of  the  American  Loan  &  Trust  Company  of 
Cresco,  which  handles  land  in  Iowa,  Minne- 
sota and  the  Dakotas  and  transacts  a  large 
business  along  the  lines  indicated  in  the  name 
of  the  company.  Mr.  Webster  is  also  one 
of  the  leading  tow  manufacturers  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

In  1879  Mr.  Webster  was  married  to  Delia 
Hardy.  They  have  one  child,  Winifred 
Cecil,  born  March  21,  1888. 


Sumner  of  Massachusetts,  September  4, 
1797.  This  commission  is  now  in  the  pos- 
session of  Dr.  Woodbury.  Another  histori- 
cal family  document  which  the  Doctor  highly 
prizes  is  the  original  muster  call  issued  in 
his  Majesty's  name  by  Captain  Robert  Wood- 
bury to  his  son,  Corporal  Robert  Woodbury, 
Jr.,  requiring  him  to  call  his  squad  of  sol- 
diers together  fully  equipped  for  review  in 
Beverly,  Massachusetts,  June  14,  1731.  The 
Woodbury  family  are  descendants  of  "Ye 
Ancient  Familie  of  Woodbury,"  Devonshire, 
England,  where  a  common  and  castle  still 


WOODBURY,  Db.  Edmund  Israel,  of 
Council  Bluffs,  was  born  in  Bolton,  Massa- 
chusetts, March  7,  1830,  in  the  homestead 
built  and  originally  occupied  by  his  great- 
grandfather, afterwards  owned  by  his  father, 
adjoining  the  estate  of  his  grandfather,  who 
served  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  His 
father,  Israel  Woodbury,  Jr.,  was  born  in 
Bolton,  Massachusetts,  November  13,  1785, 
and  died  April  6,  1852.  His  early  life  was 
spent  on  a  farm  and  later  he  taught  school 
winters  while  learning  and  following  his 
trade  as  a  mason  during  the  summers.  He 
was  in  business  in  Bolton,  Massachusetts, 
as  a  contractor  and  builder  for  many  years, 
having  business  also  in  the  surrounding 
towns  and  in  Boston.  He  took  much  interest 
in  military  affairs,  and  in  early  life  was  a 
major  of  militia.  He  was  twice  married. 
His  first  wife's  name  was  Tabitha  Wilder 
and  of  this  marriage  five  children  were  born, 
one  son  and  four  daughters.  His  second 
marriage  was  to  Mrs.  Olive  Snow,  widow 
■of  Edmund  F.  Snow  of  Boston,  who  died 
less  than  a  year  after  her  marriage  to  him. 
Her  maiden  name  was  Olive  Berry.  Of  this 
marriage  ten  children  were  born,  five  daugh- 
ters and  five  sons,  among  whom  was  Dr. 
Woodbury,  who  was  the  third  child.  Israel 
Woodbury,  his  grandfather,  was  born  April 
13,  1756,  and  died  August  23,  1847.  His 
wife's  name  was  Annie  Morgan  and  they 
tad  ten  children.  He  was  a  Revolutionary 
•soldier,  serving  with  distinction  to  the  end 
of  the  war,  when  he  settled  on  a  large  farm, 
a  part  of  his  father's  estate.  He  received 
a   lieutenant's    commission    from    Governor 


bear  the  Woodbury  name,  which  is  repre- 
sented in  America  by  the  numerous  descend- 
ants of  John  and  William  Woodbury,  of 
that  part  of  Salem,  Massachusetts,  which  is 
now  Beverly.  John  Woodbury,  who  ap- 
peared at  Cape  Ann,  1623-4,  Salem,  1626, 
was  identified  with  most  of  the  important 
interests  in  the  early  settlement  of  the  Salem 
colony,  and  with  Roger  Conant,  stoo<l  next 
to  Governor  Endicott  in  civil  matters.  In 
1627  he  was  sent  as  agent  to  England,  re- 
turning in  1628,  "bringing  a  comfortable 
answer  to  them  that  sent  him."  September 
28,  1630,  "John  Woodbury  is  chosen  con- 
stable of  Salem."  He  was  one  of  the  orig- 
inal members   of  the   first  church  built  in 
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Salem,  Massachusetts,  in  1626.  In  1635  and 
1638  he  attended  the  General  Court  as  Dep- 
uty for  Salem,  and  the  same  year  received 
a  grant  of  land  from  the  ruling  magistrate. 
William  Woodbury  built  the  first  dwelling 
house  at  Beverly,  a  garrison  house,  in  1630; 
and,  after  the  death  of  his  elder  brother, 
John,  in  1641,  succeeded  him  in  many  im- 
portant offices.  The  Woodbury  family  were 
prominently  identified  with  the  early  civil 
and  military  history  of  New  England. 

Dr.  Edmund  Israel  Woodbury  was  edu- 
cated in  the  common  schools  of  New  England 
and  received  his  professional  education  as 
a  dentist  at  Worcester,  Massachusetts,  ob- 
taining his  degree  in  September,  1852. 
Thence  he  went  to  Yellow  Springs,  Ohio, 
where  he  practiced  his  profession  for  five 
years,  moving  to  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa,  July 
1,  1858.  He  was  the  first  established  den- 
tist in  that  place  or  in  western  Iowa.  He 
was  among  the  first  members  of  the  Iowa 
State  Dental  Society,  prominently  connected 
with  this  organization  and  active  in  its  work. 
In  1872  he  was  president  of  the  society.  He 
was  a  charter  member  and  one  of  the  first 
presidents  of  the  Missouri  Valley  Dental 
Society.  Dr.  Woodbury  is  still  active  in  his 
profession  and  is  one  of  the  instructors  and 
lecturers  in  the  dental  department  of  the 
University  of  Omaha.  There  are  few  men 
in  the  entire  West  who  are  better  known  in 
the  profession.  He  has  invented  and  is 
manufacturing  several  dental  specialties  of 
recognized  worth.  Although  busily  occupied 
in  his  profession,  he  has  found  time  to  de- 
vote to  public  enterprises,  being  one  of  the 
early  promoters  of  the  city  of  Council  Bluffs, 
taking  great  interest  in  its  growth  and  pros- 
perity, having  built  several  of  the  best  busi- 
ness and  residence  properties  in  the  city.  For 
several  years  he  was  in  partnership  with 
0.  H.  Brown  in  the  drug  business,  was  also 
quite  prominent  in  western  Iowa  as  a  hor- 
ticulturist, demonstrating  the  fact  that  fruit 
could  be  successfully  grown  on  the  hills  along 
the  Missouri  river.  In  spite  of  opposition 
he  planted  his  orchard  and  lived  to  see  his 
hopes  realized. 

Dr.  Woodbury  has  been  a  life  long  repub- 
lican, but  has  never  been  an  aspirant  to  offi- 
cial position.  He  believes,  however,  that  it 
is  a  duty  every  good  citizen  owes  to  his  coun- 


try to  vote  his  principles  at  the  caucus,  pri- 
maries and  election.  He  is  a  prominent  and 
active  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church, 
becoming  a  member  in  1863.  He  was  elected 
elder  in  1873  and  in  1893  he  was  a  commis- 
sioner to  the  General  Assembly  of  that 
church  at  Washington,  D.  C.  He  was  mar- 
ried on  May  25,  1854,  to  Elizabeth  Whit- 
ney of  West  Townsend,  Massachusetts.  Her 
ancestors  came  from  England  in  1635  and 
were  prominent  in  early  colonial  and  Revo- 
lutionary history.  They  had  born  to  them 
six  children :  Edmund  Nathan,  born  Janu- 
ary 31,  1857,  died  November  4,  1863;  Her- 
bert, Arthur,  born  July  9,  1859,  graduated 
at  Council  Bluffs  high  school  in  1876,  grad- 
uated from  Boston  Dental  College  in  1880, 
associating  with  his  father  in  business  at 
Council  Bluffs,  Iowa,  he  helped  to  organize 
and  was  professor  of  operative  dentistry  in 
the  dental  department  of  the  University  of 
Omaha,  and  was  dean  of  that  institution.  He 
was  married  June  6,  1900,  to  Elizabeth  L. 
Conklin;  Elizabeth  Olive,  born  August  9, 
1863,  graduated  at  Council  Bluffs  high 
school  and  was  afterwards  a  student  of  Wel- 
lesley  College,  teaching  for  several  years 
in  Council  Bluffs  high  school  and  on  Janu- 
ary 12,  1888,  was  married  to  Rev.  T.  B. 
Greenlee;  Charles  Elmer,  born  January  11, 
1866,  graduated  from  Council  Bluffs  high 
school  in  1883  and  from  Boston  Dental  Col- 
lege in  1887;  now  in  successful  practice 
in  Council  Bluffs,  on  November  3,  1891, 
being  married  to  Miss  Nellie  Webster; 
Cora  Louise,  born  July  20,  1868,  edu- 
cated in  Council  Bluffs  and  Albert  Lea  Col- 
lege, now  living  at  home;  Ernest  Irving, 
born  November  25,  1870,  graduated  from 
Chicago  Homeopath  Medical  College  in 
1896  had  two  years  hospital  and  post 
graduate  course  in  surgery  and  is  now  prac- 
ticing medicine  at  Burlington,  Iowa. 

Surrou  ided  by  a  devoted  family,  all  suc- 
cessful in  the  lines  of  work  to  which  they 
aspired,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Woodbury  find  their 
fondest  hopes  realized.  They  enjoy  the  re- 
spect and  esteem  of  all  who  have  the  pleas- 
ure of  their  acquaintance  and  heaven's  rich- 
est blessing  seems  to  be  with  them.  Their 
home  is  a  model  of  devotion  and  the  writer 
of  this  sketch  trusts  that  many  more  yean 
of  happiness  will  be  allotted  to  them. 
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COLLIER,  A.  D.,  Brigadier-General  and 
Judge  Advocate  General  of  the  Iowa  Nation- 
al Guard,  was  born  in  Muscatine  county, 
Iowa,  November  3,  1840,  while  the  great 
commonwealth  was  yet  a  territory.  His 
father,  Samuel  H.  Collier,  had  come  to  the 
territory  two  years  previously  from  the  state 
of  New  York,  of  which  he  was  a  native.  He 
held  a  captain's  commission  from  Governor 
Robert  Lucas  of  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  is- 
sued January  14,  1840,  during  the  border 
troubles  between  Iowa  and  Missouri  Over 
the  boundary  line  between  the  two  states, 
so  General  Collier  inherited  a  military  spirit. 


Young  Collier  was  left  to  shift  for  himself 
by  the  death  of  his  illustrious  father  in  1852, 
consequently  his  success  in  life  has  been  self- 
earned.  In  1857  he  joined  a  party  of  young 
men  who  were  bound  for  Kansas  to  take  up 
claims.  This  was  during  the  troublesome 
times  when  Kansas  earned  the  soubriquet 
of  "Bleeding  Kansas."  He  returned  to 
Iowa  in  1860  and  entered  Western  College, 
and  had  just  completed  the  first  year  when 
the  war  broke  out.  He  enlisted  in  what  was 
afterwards  Company  K,  First  Iowa  Infantry, 
and  served  with  the  regiment  through  the 
Missouri  and  Kansas  campaigns  under  Gen- 
eral Lyons.    He  was  a  participant  in  the  bat- 


tle of  Wilson's  Creek,  although  that  strug- 
gle took  place  after  his  term  of  enlistment 
expired.  After  his  return  home  he  was  com- 
missioned a  first  lieutenant  in  the  recruiting 
service  by  Governor  Kirkwood  and  Adjutant 
General  N.  B.  Baker,  and  served  in  that  ca- 
pacity during  1862-3.  Later  he  served  in 
the  Forty-fourth  Iowa,  being  finally  dis- 
charged September  15,  1864.  The  war  end- 
ed, he  re-entered  college  and  graduated  with 
the  degree  B.  S.  and  the  degree  of  M.  E.  in 
course.  He  subsequently  studied  law  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  by  Judge  Rothrock, 
March  26,  1867,  since  which  time  he  has 
been  engaged  in  practice.  He  has  been  for 
four  years  assistant  solicitor  for  the  Bur- 
lington, Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern  Railway, 
and  at  present  lives  in  Sioux  City. 

General  Collier  is  a  prominent  member 
of  the  G.  A.  R.  and  in  1895  was  commander 
of  General  Hancock  Post,  No.  22,  Depart- 
ment of  Iowa,  and  has  long  been  connected 
with  the  Iowa  National  Guard.  He  was 
one  of  the  first  company  commanders  in  the 
state;  he  was  commissioned  captain  of  the 
Baker  Guards  in  June,  1873,  and  in 
1874  lieutenant  colonel  of  cavalry  and  aide- 
de-camp  on  Commander-in-Chief  Govern- 
or Carpenter's  staff;  was  again  captain  of 
Company  C,  First  Regiment  in  1878 ;  assist- 
ant inspector  general,  First  Brigade,  Gen- 
eral Banks,  commanding,  in  1881 ;  re-elected 
major  of  the  First  Regiment  in  1884,  and 
commissioned  brigadier  general  and  judge 
advocate  general  on  Governor  Jackson's  staff 
February  1,  1894,  where  be  served  two  years. 
Prior  to  1879  there  had  been  but  little  done 
of  a  practical  nature  for  the  betterment  of 
the  Guard,,  and  at  a  military  convention  held 
at  Marshalltown  in  May  of  that  year  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  secure  a  revision  of 
the  military  law,  Mr.  Collier  being  chosen 
chairman.  He  spent  the  entire  winter  of 
1879-80  in  attendance  upon  the  legislature* 
and  succeeded  in  having  enacted  a  law  ap- 
propriating the  sum  of  $20,000  per  annum 
for  the  support  of  the  Guard.  The  bill  was 
drafted  by  him,  and  was  the  means  of  get- 
ting the  first  dollar  from  the  state  for  such 
a  purpose.  There  was  great  rejoicing  along 
the  line  and  in  recognition  of  his  labors  he 
was  especially  detailed  by  Gen.  W.  L.  Alex- 
ander, by  order  of  Governor  Gear,  to  make 
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an  inspection  and  muster  of  the  Guard  for 
payment  of  uniforms.  The  result  was  that 
a  number  of  companies  throughout  the  state 
not  coming  up  to  the  required  standard,  were 
mustered  out  of  the  service  by  Collier,  the 
standard  of  efficiency  being  thereby  material- 
ly raised.  He  still  takes  great  pride  in  the 
Guard,  and  is  the  same  staunch  friend  and 
worker  as  of  old.  General  Collier  is  still 
in  the  active  practice  of  law  and  in  the  very 
prime  of  life. 


CRAIG,  Senator  George  M.,  leading 
lawyer  and  republican  politician  of  Allison, 
Butler  county,  is  a  native  of  Waukegan,  Illi- 
nois, where  he  was  born  June  18,  1844.  He 
was  the  son  of  George  W.  Craig  and  Mary 
E.  Moore  Craig,  who  were  in  moderate  cir- 
cumstances. The  father  went  to  California 
in  1850,  but  died  shortly  after  his  arrival 


in  the  Golden  State,  without  having  made 
the  fortune  he  went  there  to  secure.  His 
youth  was  spent  much  the  same  as  that  of 
other  boys  of  that  time,  working  on  a  farm 
and  attending  the  public  schools,  where  he 
received  a  fair  elementary  education.  He 
enlisted  August  12,  1802,  at  the  age  of  eigh- 


teen, in  Company  H,  Eighty-eighth  Illinois 
Volunteer  Infantry,  which  took  part  in  the 
engagements  at  Stone  Kiver,  December  30 
and  31,  1862,  and  January  1,  2  and  3,  1863, 
and  at  Chickamauga,  September  20,  1863. 
In  the  last  battle  he  was  severely  wounded 
and  left  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy  until  Sep- 
tember 29,  when  he  was  paroled  and  sent 
through  the  lines  to  Chattanooga.  He  is  now 
a  member  of  Lieutenant  Braden  Post  No. 
356,  G.  A.  R,  in  Allison.  He  came  out  of 
the  army  in  1864  and  settled  in  Butler  Cen- 
ter, Butler  county,  Iowa,  still  suffering  se- 
verely from  bis  wound  and  having  but  little 
cash.  He  served  an  apprenticeship  at  the 
harness  making  trade  and  afterward  ran  a 
shop  in  one  room  of  the  old  court  house  in 
Butler  Center  until  the  spring  of  1867,  when 
he  sold  out  and  received  the  appointment  of 
deputy  county  recorder.  He  was  afterward 
appointed  recorder  upon  the  resignation  of 
his  chief  and  held  that  position  until  Janu- 
ary, 1873,  when  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
and  formed  a  partnership  with  Lore  Alford 
of  Waterloo,  who  subsequently  became  speak- 
er of  the  House  of  Representatives.  This 
partnership  was  dissolved  in  September, 
1875.  January  7,  1881,  the  county  seat  of 
Butler  county  was  removed  from  Butler  Cen- 
ter to  Allison,  and  Mr.  Craig  removed  his 
office  to  Allison  the  same  day  the  county 
records  were  removed.  In  1881  Mr.  Craig^ 
formed  a  partnership  with  A.  I.  Smith  of 
Northwood,  which  co.it inued  until  the  fall  of 
1887,  when  Mr.  Smith  retired  and  went  to 
Kansas  City.  Senator  Craig's  partners  now 
are  W.  F.  Ray  and  W\  E.  Hyde,  and  they  en- 
joy a  good  practice  in  a  prosperous  agricult- 
ural county,  where  the  farmers  are  not  in* 
clined  to  go  into  litigation.  Senator  Craig 
has  always  l>een  an  active  republican.  He 
was  elected  to  the  Senate  to  fill  a  vacancy 
in  18i»3  and  was  re-elected  for  the  full  term 
in  1895,  and  again  re-elected  in  1899.  So 
he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Twenty-fifth, 
Twenty-sixth,  Twenty-seventh,  Twenty-eighth 
and  Twenty-ninth  General  Assemblies. 
Senator  Craig  occupied  a  position  of 
influence  in  the  legislature,  owing  to 
the  fact  that  he  was  soon  found  to  possess 
excellent  judgment  and  he  had  no  disposition 
to  needlessly  occupy  the  time  of  the  senate. 
He  was  one   of    the    industrious    members 
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faithful  in  committee  work  and  valuable  in 
-consultation.  He  belongs  to  the  Masonic 
-order  and  is  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows' 
lodge. 

Senator  Craig  was  married  September  26, 
1867,  to  Frances  M.  Bailey,  who  died  in  No- 
vember, 1878.  He  was  married  to  his  pres- 
ent wife,  Mary  E.  Chapline,  October  29, 
1869.  The  children  by  the  first  wife  were 
darrie  E.  Craig,  now  Mrs.  G.  H.  Cheever 
of  Hardy,  Iowa,  and  Elmira  M.  Craig,  now 
Mrs.  John  W.  Arbuckle  of  Waterloo.  The 
•children  by  his  second  wife  are  Lois  M.,  born 
■July  23,  1882 ;  Marshall  B:,  born  July  26, 
1884,  and  Rosamond,  born  July  10,  1899. 


ANUNDSEN,  Brynild,  founder  and 
owner  of  the  Decorah-Posten  and  Ved  Amen, 
has  by  his  business  ability  and  steadfast  de- 
votion to  a  single  purpose  succeeded  in  es- 
tablishing one  of  the  greatest  journalistic- 
successes  in  this  country.  He  fought  pover- 
ty and  adversity  of  endless  variety  for  seven- 
teen years  before  he  won  the  victory,  but  he 
never  though  of  giving  up  but  stuck  to  his 
purpose  to  establish  a  first-class  Scandinavian 
paper,  and  now  he  is  at  the  head  of  the  class, 
having  a  circulation  of  more  than  38,000. 
Mr.  Anundsen  was  born  in  the  suburbs  of  the 
•city  of  Skien,  Norway,  December  29,  1844. 
His  school  privileges  were  very  limited  in 
"boyhood,  because  being  just  outside. of  the 
-city  he  did  not  have  the  right  to  attend  its 
schools.  He  worked  with  his  father  at  the 
stonemason's  trade  or  at  whatever  employ- 
ment he  could  secure.  In  1859  he  learned 
the  compositor's  trade  in  the  office  of  Cor- 
respondenten,  a  paper  published  in  Skien 
In  1862  and  1863  he  was  a  sailor  on  a  ves- 
sel between  Norway  and  England,  but  this 
Tie  did  not  enjoy.  In  1864  his  father  pro- 
vided him  with  passage  to  Quebec,  where 
he  landed  with  a  cash  capital,  as  he  says,  of 
""two  big  copper  cents."  He  earned  the 
money  to  pay  his  way  to  Milwaukee  by  help- 
ing to  unload  the  vessel  on  which  he  came 
.over.  From  Milwaukee  he  went  to  Dodge 
county,  Wisconsin,  and  worked  on  a  farm  for 
two  months.  On  the  1st  of  August  he  began 
to  work  as  a  compositor  on  the  Faedrelandet, 
a  Norwegian  paper  in  LaCrosse.     In  Janu- 


ary, 1865,  he  enlisted  in  Company  A,  Twen- 
ty-second Volunteer  Infantry,  and  served 
until  July  3,  1865. 

In  October,  1866,  Mr.  Anundsen  began 
his  first  publication  called  Ved  Amen,  mean- 
ing By  the  Fireside,  at  LaCrosse,  Wiscon- 
It   was   the   first   Norwegian   literary 


son. 


periodical  in  the  United  States.  It  was  a 
monthly  magazine,  publishing  novels,  stories, 
poems,  etc.,  by  the  best  authors.  Now  began 
the  long,  trying  struggle  which  was  to  be 
finally  crowned  with  success.  The  first  few 
issues  were  printed  in  the  Faedrelandet  office, 
the  editor  working  at  his  case  on  that  paper 
during  the  day  time  and  editing  and  print- 
ing his  own  paper  at  night.  He  soon  had  to 
abandon  the  job  that  paid  him  wages  and 
give  all  his  time  to  his  own  business.  He 
got  a  little  type  of  his  own  and  a  second- 
hand army  press,  the  office  being  located  in 
the  garret  of  his  residence.  The  problem  of 
obtaining  paper  on  which  to  print  his  little 
magazine  was  often  a  very  hard  one  to  solve 
and  in  these  emergencies  the  ambitious  pub- 
lisher was  aided  by  his  faithful  wife,  who 
knit  and  sold  babies'  jackets  to  help  keep 
things  going.  The  last  number  of  the  first 
year  was  delayed  two  weeks  because  the  pub- 
lisher had  no  money  to  buy  paper.    His  wife 
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and  his  friends  urged  him  to  abandon  the 
hopeless  undertaking.  Instead  of  doing  this 
he  announced  that  the  paper  would  be  great- 
ly enlarged  and  improved  and  announced  cer- 
tain changes  which  he  then  had  no  money  to 
make.  But  he  bravely  went  to  work  as  a 
laborer  on  a  new  wagon  road  between  La 
Crosse  and  North  LaCrosse  and  in  three 
weeks  he  earned  $27  with  which  to  purchase 
the  necessary  type  and  borders  and  paper  and 
the  publisher's  promises  were  made  good. 
In  December,  1867,  his  business  and  plant 
were  moved  to  Decorah,  Iowa,  whence  the 
church  paper  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran 
Synod  had  been  removed,  and  Mr.  Anund- 
sen  was  given  the  job  of  printing  it.  This 
he  held  until  1875.  Ven  Arnen  was  aban- 
doned in  December,  1870,  because  it  had 
never  paid  and  the  publisher  could  bear  the 
burden  no  longer.  In  1871  a  Scandinavian 
periodical  called  For  Hjemmet  was  estab- 
lished and  Mr.  Anundsen  took  the  job  of 
printing  it. 

The  Decorah-Posten  was  first  printed  Sep- 
tember 18,  1874.  It  was  a  little,  four  page 
paper,  five  columns  to  the  page,  and  sold  for 
fifty  ceats  a  year.  It  was  a  newspaper  and 
in  three  months  had  1,000  paid  subscribers. 
In  1877  the  Lutheran  Synod  started  a  print- 
ing establishment  of  its  own  and  Mr.  Anund- 
sen lost  a  large  part  of  his  revenue.  The 
result  of  that  year  showed  a  net  loss  of  $465. 
The  publisher  concluded  he  was  to  make  a 
showing  of  prosperity  and  improvement,  so 
he  enlarged  and  improved  the  paper  and  the 
people  concluded  it  was  a  permanent  thing. 
Still  it  required  the  most  unremitting  toil 
and  the  cleverest  ingenuity  to  keep  the  little 
paper  out  of  the  hands  of  the  sheriff.  Its 
business  grew  steadily  and  finally  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  story  called  Husmandsgutten 
so  popularized  the  paper  that  in  January, 
1884,  its  success  was  assured.  Mr.  Anund- 
sen has  pursued  the  policy  of  making  im- 
provements from  year  to  year.  In  1885 
Ved  Arnen  was  revived  and  issued  as  a  sup- 
plement to  the  Decorah-Posten.  In  1876 
Posten  had  2,000  subscribers,  in  1884,  it 
had  12,000  and  in  February,  1900,  its  sworn 
circulation  was  38,000,  and  still  increasing. 
It  is  more  widely  read  and  has  a  larger  cir- 
culation than  any  other  Scandinavian  publi- 
cation.    In  1888  the  paper  was  moved  into 


a  large  brick  building  of  its  own  and  is  now- 
printed  on  a  Scott  perfecting  press  with  ft 
capacity  of  11,000  eight  page  papers  per 
hour,  and  has  all  the  modern  machinery  of 
a  great  daily  paper,  including  Mergenthaler 
linotypes.  A  duplicate  printing  outfit  is 
maintained  in  another  building,  so  that  in 
case  of  fire  or  other  damage  the  paper  will 
not  be  delayed.  About  thirty  persons  are 
employed  in  the  production  of  the  Posten, 
which  is  now  an  eight  column,  eight  page- 
semi-weekly  newspaper.  It  is  printed  entire- 
ly in  the  Norwegian  language  and  is  abso- 
lutely independent  in  religion  and  politics. 
An  able  editorial  force  is  employed  and  the 
matter  contained  in  Posten  is  of  the  highest 
literary  quality,  besides  having  all  the  va- 
riety demanded  in  a  thoroughly  up-to-date 
newspaper.  No  man  could  have  a  better  or 
more  lasting  monument  than  this  splendid 
achievement,  which  is  due  to  the  courage  and 
persistence  as  well  as  to  the  native  ability 
of  one  man  and  his  wife,  for  Mr.  Anundsen 
never  fails  to  give  credit  to  his  faithful  wife 
for  her  share  in  the  success  of  his  enter- 
prise. 


MERRIAM,  Frank  Finley,  Auditor  of 
the  state  of  Iowa,  is  one  of  the  first  of  na- 
tive Iowans  to  be  elected  to  an  important 
state  office.  Auditor  Merriam  was  born  on 
a  farm  near  Hopkinton,  Delaware  county, 
December  22,  1865.  He  inherits  many  ster- 
ling qualities  which  characterize  the  life  and 
deeds  of  his  father,  who  is  an  honored  citizen 
well  worthy  of  emulation. 

Henry  C.  Merriam,  his  father,  was  born 
in  Princeton,  Massachusetts,  in  1838,  and 
lus  ancestors  came  to  Massachusetts  from 
England  at  an  early  day.  He  came  to  Hop- 
kinton in  1856,  following  an  elder  brother 
who  had  preceded  him  two  years.  At  that 
time  it  was  necessary  to  travel  by  stage  from 
Galena  to  Dubuque  and  Rockville;  from 
thencp  to  Hopkinton  he  was  obliged  to  walk. 
In  1860,  imbued  with  the  spirit  of  adven- 
ture, he  joined  the  gold  seekers  and  drove 
an  ox  team  to  Pike's  Peak.  Returning  in 
the  same  manner,  the  same  year,  he  engaged 
in  farming.  When  the  Civil  War  broke  out, 
Mr.  Merriam  enlisted  in  Company  K  of  the 
famous  Twelfth  Iowa,  of  which  he  was  after- 
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ward  made  lieutenant  He  was  captured  in 
the  battle  of  Shiloh  and  confined  in  Libby 
and  other  rebel  prisons,  from  which  he  was 
discharged  in  time  to  re-enter  and  take  part 
in  the  Vicksburg  campaign.  In  March,  1865, 
he  was  married  to  Anna  E.  Finley,  a  native 
of  Pike  county,  Missouri,  who  was  born  in 
1843,  of  Irish  parentage.  Her  parents  were 
early  settlers  in  Virginia,  removing  later 
to  Missouri.  She  came  to  Hopkinton  in  1861 
and  lived  with  her  brother,  Dr.  Finley. 
After  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Merriam  en- 
gaged at  first  in  farming,  then  in  the  lumber 
business;  and,  in  1888,  removed  to  Coggon, 
Linn  county,  where  he  is  still  engaged  in  the 
lumber  and  hardware  business.  He  has  re- 
cently been  appointed  postmaster  at  Cog- 
gon. 

Frank  F.  Merriam  attended  the  common 
schools  and  Lenox  College,  from  which  in- 
stitution he  graduated  in  1888.  He  won  the 
prize  in  the  oratorical  contest  in  1888,  and 
represented  the  college  in  the  State  Oratori- 
cal Association.  He  earned  his  own  way 
through  college  by  teaching,  and  at  times 
was  obliged  to  engage  in  various  other  occu- 
pations temporarily,  in  order  to  procure 
funds  to  meet  his  school  expenses.  Imme- 
diately after  graduation  from  Lenox  College, 
he  was  elected  principal  of  the  Hopkinton 
graded  schools,  where  be  remained  for  three 
years.  In  the  winter  of  1892  he  was  clerk 
of  the  house  committee  on  appropriations.  He 
was  then  elected  superintendent  of  schools 
at  Wisner,  Nebraska,  and  was  re-elected  for 
the  ensuing  year,  but  resigned  to  take  charge 
of  the  speakers'  department  of  the  republican 
state  central  committee,  under  the  chair- 
manship of  Hon.  James  E.  Blythe,  in  the 
presidential  campaign  of  1892.  He  then 
returned  to  teaching,  being  principal  of  the 
HSesper,  Iowa,  schools;  and  then  superin- 
tendent of  the  Postville,  Iowa,  schools. 

He  finally  left  school  work  to  take  charge 
of  the  Hopkinton  Leader,  July  1, 1893,  which 
he  had  previously  purchased.  He  was  clerk 
of  the  Senate  committee  on  judiciary  in 
1894,  and  in  1895  was  elected  on  the  repub- 
lican ticket  as  representative  from  Delaware 
county,  and  two  years  later,  re-elected.  Dur- 
ing his  first  term  he  was  a  member  of  the 
committee  on  appropriations  and  chairman  of 
the  committee   on   compensation   of   public 


officers.  He  was  the  author  of  the  bill  re- 
quiring the  publication  of  all  expenditures 
made  by  the  state,  and  succeeded  in  having 
several  important  amendments  made  to  the 
building  and  loan  law.  In  the  special  ses- 
sion of  the  legislature  which  revised  the 
Code,  he  was  the  especial  champion  of  the 
resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  special 
committee  to  investigate  state  institutions. 
He  was  afterward  made  chairman  of  the 
house  part  of  that  committee,  and  secretary 
of  the  joint  committee.  This  committee 
performed  a  very  valuable  service  to  the 
state,   its  work  resulting  in   the   passage  of 


the  Board  of  Control  law.  Mr.  Merriam 
was  also  a  prominent  member  of  the  printing 
committee  and  took  a  leading  part  in  secur- 
ing a  just  solution  of  that  difficult  problem. 

In  the  27th  General  Assembly,  Mr.  Mer- 
riam was  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  hou?e  as 
chairman  of  the  most  important  committee 
of  that  session — the  committee  on  appropria- 
tions. He  insisted  upon  economy  in  state 
expenditures,  but  was  careful  not  to  cripple 
the  state  institutions.  He  was  not  known 
as  a  speech-maker,  but  was  an  industrious 
and  valued  worker  in  committees. 

In  1898  he  was  nominated  for  Auditor  of 
State  by  the  republican  state  convention  in 
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Dubuque  on  the  first  ballot,  although  he  had 
two  strong  competitors;  and  at  the  election 
in  November  of  that  year  he  received  64,170 
majority  over  the  fusion  candidate. 

In  the  winter  of  1900,  while  on  a  business 
trip  in  San  Francisco,  Mr.  Merriam  was 
taken  sick  with  typhoid  fever  and  narrowly 
•escaped  death.  He  was  a  very  sick  man  for 
many  months,  though  his  determination  not 
to  shirk  responsibility  brought  him  back  to 
his  office  long  before  he  was  well.  He  had 
no  opposition  for  a  second  term,  being  re- 
nominated by  acclamation  by  the  republican 
-state  convention  August  1,  1900,  and  re- 
elected by  nearly  100,000  majority  over  the 
f  usion  nominee. 

Mr.  Merriam  belongs  to  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  and  Masonic  lodges  and  to  the  Grant 
Club;  is  secretary  and  member  of  the  board 
•of  trustees  of  Lenox  College  of  Hopkinton ; 
and  is  a  deacon  in  the  Presbyterian  church. 

He  was  married  July  10,  1889,  to  Elnora 
N.  Hitchcock,  who  was  born  in  the  adjoin- 
ing county  of  Jones,  October  16,  1867.  Mrs. 
Merriam  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
and  in  Monmouth  College,  Illinois;  and  was 
a  teacher  for  a  number  of  years.  They  have 
had  three  children,  two  of  whom  died  in 
infancy.  The  oldest,  Frank  Howard,  born 
April  23,  1890,  is  a  bright,  healthy  boy. 

While  Mr.  Merriam  now  holds  one  of  the 
most  important  of  the  offices  of  the  state,  se- 
cured by  native  ability  and  determination, 
and  that  at  the  early  age  of  thirty-three, 
it  is  but  reasonable  to  assume  that  he  will 
attain  still  greater  prominence  in  state  and 
national  affairs. 


ANDERSON,  John  E.,  of  Forest  City, 
is  in  the  best  sense  of  the  word  a  Western 
man.  In  his  financial  success,  unblemished 
political  record  and  steadily  expanding  field 
•of  usefulness  in  life's  pursuits,  Forest  City 
and  Iowa  may  well  feel  a  personal  interest. 

"There  is  a  tide  in  the  affairs  of  men 
which  taken  at  the  flood  leads  on  to  fortune." 
Mr.  Anderson  probably  did  not  take  his  poli- 
tical and  business  cue  in  life  from  Brutus, 
but  it  is  safe  to  say  that  he  possessed  so  keen 
-an  intuitive  sense,  if  not  practical  know- 
ledge, of  the  ebb  and  flow  of  life's  currents 
that  he  took  them  at  the  flood.     He  is  a  na- 


tive of  Sweden,  where  he  was  born  March 
24, 1846.  In  1852  he  came  with  his  parents 
to  America,  and  after  spending  three  years 
in  the  cities  of  New  York  and  Brooklyn,  re- 
moved to  Whiteside  county,  Illinois,  where 
they  spent  two  years  on  a  farm,  then  resided 
three  years  in  Lyons,  Iowa.     In  1860  they 


located  on  a  farm  in  Winnebago  county,  and 
it  is  there  Mr.  Anderson  has  grown  to  man- 
hood. When  he  had  finished  the  common 
schools,  he  entered  the  Upper  Iowa  Univer- 
sity in  1866,  and  there  pursued  his  studies 
persistently  for  three  years.  This  was  fol- 
lowed with  a  classical  and  scientific  course 
in  the  Iowa  State  University,  from  which 
he  graduated  with  high  honors  in  1872.  His 
ambition  still  not  satisfied,  he  matriculated 
in  the  law  department  of  the  last  named  in- 
stitution, and  in  1876  we  find  him  a  graduate 
in  the  profession  of  Blackstone.  His  wis- 
dom in  securing  both  a  classical  and  law  edu- 
cation is  shown  in  the  good  use  to  which  his 
knowledge  in  these  directions  has  been  put. 
In  1881  he  was  elected  to  represent  Winne- 
bago, Worth,  Hancock  and  Wright  counties 
in  the  legislature,  and  his  professional 
knowledge  of  the  law  and  the  schools  was 
given  a  fitting  recognition  by  a  chairman- 
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ship  and  a  membership  in  the  following  im- 
portant committees:  Judiciary,  schools,  li- 
brary, claims,  State  University,  compensa- 
tion of  public  officers,  constitutional  amend- 
ments and  senatorial  and  representative  dis- 
tricts. He  is  a  parliamentarian  of  recog- 
nized ability,  an  able  writer  and  a  graceful 
and  convincing  speaker.  In  many  struggles 
on  the  floor  of  the  house,  he  was  an  active 
participant,  and  his  words  always  command- 
ed the  marked  attention  of  that  body.  Hav- 
ing been  elected  on  the  republican  ticket  he 
continued  to  affiliate  with  that  party  until 
the  birth  of  the  people's  party  in  1891,  when 
he  embraced  the  new  faith  and  was  made 
chairman  of  the  first  state  convention,  which 
met  in  Des  Moines  in  that  year.  He  was  a 
delegate  at  large  from  the  state  of  Iowa  to 
the  populist  national  convention  held  in 
Omaha  in  181J2,  and  in  St.  Louis  in  1896, 
and  in  Sioux  Falls  in  1900.  He  was  the 
populist  party  candidate  for  congress  from 
the  Tenth  district  in  1892,  its  candidate  for 
lieutenant  governor  in  1893,  its  candidate 
for  judge  of  the  supreme  court  in  1894, 
chairman  of  the  state  central  committee  in 
1895-6,  and  he  is  now  a  member  of  both  state 
and  national  committees,  and  is  on  the  roll 
of  national  campaign  speakers.  He  was  also 
the  demo-populist  candidate  for  judge  of  the 
Twelfth  judicial  district  in  1898.  Mr.  An- 
derson has  been  a  farmer,  teacher,  lawyer, 
author,  editor  and  lecturer.  In  1872-5  he 
visited  nearly  every  state  in  the  Union  and 
delivered  lectures  to  the  students  in  more  than 
three  hundred  colleges,  on  a  work  of  which 
he  is  the  author,  entitled,  "Common  Sense 
Applied  to  Numbers,  etc."  Every  work  of 
true  reform  has  had  him  among  its  most  un- 
flinching advocates.  He  was  a  strong,  popu- 
lar and  useful  member  of  the  General  As- 
sembly of  Iowa,  and  made  for  himself  a  wor- 
thy and  honorable  reputation.  He  is  genial 
and  sociable  by  nature,  and  has  many  friends 
who  like  him  for  his  good  and  sterling  qual- 
ities. 

Mr.  Anderson  was  married  on  September 
3,  1875,  to  Miss  Martha  A.  Johnson,  of 
Decorah,  a  daughter  of  Nelson  and  Anna 
Johnson  and  sister  of  Hon.  M.  N.  Johnson 
of  North  Dakota.  They  have  five  children : 
Rudolph  M.,  Irving  B.,  Horace  E.,  Mary 
S.  and  William  P.  Anderson.    Mr.  and  Mrs. 


Anderson  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church.  In  secret  society  circles  he 
is  well  known,  being  a  member  of  nearly  all 
the  principal  orders,  viz.:  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
both  chapter  and  commandery ;  Odd  Fellows  j. 
A.  O.  U.  W. ;  B.  A.  Y. ;  M.  W.  A.,  and  the 
Kaaba  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  Mr 
Anderson  has  for  many  years  been  engaged 
in  the  law,  loan,  land  and  abstract  business. 
He  is  also  the  editor  and  proprietor  of  the 
Independent,  a  newspaper  of  large  circula- 
tion and  wide  influence,  which  he  established 
about  fourteen  years  ago. 

The  democratic,  populist,  free  silver  repub- 
lican allied  parties  of  the  state  of  Iowa,  on 
August  16,  1900,  nominated  him  as  their 
candidate  for  the  office  of  railroad  commis- 
sioner. 


BOPP,  Jacob  W.,  now  engaged  in  the  real 
estate  and  loan  business  in  West  Union,  wa& 
for  a  number  of  years  widely  known  in  Iowa 
as  a  newspaper  writer,  and  is  to  this  day. 
He  was  born  in  Chicago,  Illinois,  Septem- 
ber 28,  1853.  His  father,  Michael,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Darmstadt,  Germany,  born  in  1822, 
and  his  mother,  Margaret  Smith,  was  born* 
in  the  same  German  village  in  1828.  His 
grandfather  on  the  paternal  side  was  an  offi- 
cer under  Napoleon  for  eight  years,  partici- 
pated in  the  battles  preceding  the  march  to- 
Moscow  and  was  one  of  the  few  who  survived 
the  terrible  retreat  from  Moscow.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bopp  located  on  a  farm  in  Windsor 
township,  Fayette  county,  in  1854,  and  are 
still  living  there.  Eleven  of  their  fourteen 
children  are  yet  living,  an  honor  to  them- 
selves  and  their  parents  and  valuable  mem- 
bers of  the  community.  They  have  contrib- 
uted not  a  little  to  the  development  of  north- 
eastern Iowa.  Jacob  worked  on  the  farm 
until  he  was  nineteen  years  old,  when  he 
went  to  town  and  fitted  himself  by  two  years*" 
academic  study  to  teach  school.  In  this  pro- 
fession by  the  earnest  energy  that  has  char- 
acterized his  life  he  won  the  fullest  success. 
After  two  years  of  teaching  he  entered  the 
collegiate  department  of  the  State  University 
and  two  years  later  the  Upper  Iowa  Univer- 
sity at  Fayette.  In  1880  he  went  to  Mason 
City,  where  he  entered  newspaper  work.  He 
was  employed  on  a  local  paper  and  organized* 
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&  correspondence  bureau,  serving  several  of 
the  leading  dailies  of  the  Northwest.  He 
succeeded  so  well  in  the  newspaper  field  that 
.at  the  opening  of  the  legislature  in  1883  he 
went  to  Des  Moines  to  report  the  legislature 
for  a  large  number  of  papers,  including  some 
jof  the  prominent  dailies  circulating  in  the 
state.  He  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  this 
work  now  carried  on  so  extensively. 

Mr.  Bopp  graduated  from  the  law  depart- 
ment of  the  State  University  in  1883,  having 
previously  read  law  in  the  office  of  Miller 
&  Cliggett  of  Mason  City.  Though  he  never 
practiced  law,  he  has  found  the  knowledge 
and  training  of  this  course  to  be  of  great 
value  in  other  lines  of  work.  During  the 
-college  life  he  was  editor  of  the  Vidette- 
Reporter,  the  University  organ.  In  the  cam- 
paign of  1883  he  rendered  important  service 
to  the  republican  party  under  the  direction 
of  the  state  central  committee.  In  this  con- 
nection he  was  engaged  with  Herbert  S.  Fair- 


gll  in  compiling  the  "Manual  of  Iowa  Poli- 
tics," out  of  which  has  developed  the  indis- 
pensable "Iowa  Official  Register."  Governor 
Larrabee  made  Mr.  Bopp  a  delegate  to  the 
Deep  Harbor  convention  and  he  was  appoint- 
ed an  expert  in  the  Smith  McPherson  con- 


troversy, in  which  he  gave  entire  satisfac- 
tion. For  five  years  he  assumed  management 
of  his  father's  farm,  meeting  with  success 
in  this  as  in  all  other  things.  At  this  time 
he  began  to  edit  a  farm  department  in  the 
West  Union  Gazette,  which  attracted  wide 
attention  on  account  of  its  practical  charac- 
ter and  practical  adaptation  to  Iowa  condi- 
tions. In  response  to  a  general  demand  this 
department  was  extended  to  other  papers  and 
became  a  much  valued  feature  in  many 
county  papers.  In  1896  Mr.  Bopp  settled 
in  West  Union  and  engaged  in  the  real  es- 
tate and  loan  business  and  has  enjoyed  ex- 
traordinary prosperity  and  success.  As  a  re- 
sult of  his  first  two  years'  business  he  erected 
one  of  the  handsomest  business  blocks  in 
that  part  of  the  state.  He  is  still  writing 
for  the  newspapers  and  responding  to  the  de- 
mands for  addresses  before  farmers'  insti- 
tutes in  his  own  and  neighboring  counties. 
No  gathering  of  the  editorial  craft  of  north- 
eastern Iowa  is  complete  without  his  pres- 
ence and  participation.  An  address  which 
he  delivered  before  the  association  in  March, 
1889,  was  reproduced  in  many  Iowa  papers 
and  in  the  trade  journals  of  Chicago.  Mr. 
Bopp  has  been  an  extensive  traveler,  one  who 
finds  sermons  in  stones  and  books  in  run- 
ning brooks.  In  the  summer  of  1900  in  the 
companionship  of  his  brother,  Charles  W. 
Bopp,  the  Hawkeye  banker,  Mr.  Bopp  made 
an  extended  tour  of  Europe,  including  es- 
pecially the  home  of  his  forefathers  in  Ger- 
many. They  visited  Oberammergau,  the 
Paris  exposition  and  historic  points  in  the 
British  Isles.  His  friends  and  readers  of 
the  papers  for  which  he  writes  have  reaped 
the  benefit  of  his  close  observation  and  abil- 
ity to  make  others  see  what  he  has  seen.  Mr. 
Bopp  has  never  married,  though  he  is  not 
lacking  in  appreciation  of  the  fair  sex.  Some 
of  his  friends  say  that  the  fact  is  not  unlike- 
ly due  to  an  excess  of  this  appreciation  by 
which  he  is  unwilling  to  discriminate.  What- 
ever degree  of  success  has  attended  the  ef- 
forts of  Mr.  Bopp  in  his  business  career  can 
be  credited  entirely  to  himself,  as  he  is  the 
sole  architect  of  his  own  fortune.  Unlike 
many  self  made  men,  Mr.  Bopp  has  no  more 
self  esteem  than  rightfully  belongs  to  the 
average  successful  business  man. 
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CURTIS,  George  Maktin,  of  Clinton, 
former  member  of  Congress  from  the  Second 
district,  was  born  in  Oxford,  Chenango  coun- 
ty, New  York,  April  1,  1844,  and  has  lived 
in  Clinton  since  1867.  His  father,  John 
S.  Curtis,  was  a  farmer  in  moderate  circum- 
stances. His  ancestors  were  Connecticut  peo- 
ple. His  mother's  maiden  name  was  Eliza- 
beth M.  Carpenter,  and  her  people  came 
from  Massachusetts.  Both  parents  were 
born  in  Oxford,  Chenango  county,  New 
York,  and  their  parents  were  both  of  Eng- 
lish ancestry.  The  family  moved  west  to 
Ogle  county,  Illinois,  in  the  year  1856.  Mr. 
Curtis  spent  most  of  his  youth  on  a  farm, 
going  to  public  school  when  opportunity  of- 
fered and  attending  Rock  River  Seminary 
in  Mt.  Morris,  Illinois.  He  taught  school 
in  the  winter  of  1861-2  and  1863-4  and  in 
this  way  earned  his  first  money  at  $15  a 
month  and  "boarded  around."  In  1864-5 
he  was  a  mercantile  clerk  in  Rochelle,  Illi- 
nois, and  was  subsequently  in  the  coal  busi- 
ness in  Cortland,  Illinois.  In  1867  he  came 
to  Clinton  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  sash,  doors  and  blinds  on  a  small  scale. 
The  company  has  since  then  developed  until 
the  business  is  one  of  the  largest  in  the  west- 
ern states.  Associated  with  Mr.  Curtis  are 
his  brother,  C.  F.  Curtis,  and  J.  E.  Car- 
penter, under  the  company  name  of  Curtis 
Brothers  &  Company.  Mr.  Curtis  sought  to 
enlist  in  an  Illinois  regiment  during  the 
Civil  War  in  1864,  but  was  rejected  on  phy- 
sical grounds.  He  has  always  been  a  repub- 
lican and  an  active  one  in  a  county  and  dis- 
trict that  had  for  many  years  been  demo- 
cratic until  he  succeeded  in  redeeming  both 
and  securing  a  republican  majority.  In  1887 
he  was  elected  to  the  legislature  from  Clin- 
ton county  as  a  republican,  overcoming  a 
democratic  majority  of  over  2,200.  In  1894 
he  defeated  Walter  I.  Hayes  for  Congress 
from  the  Second  district,  overcoming  a  ma- 
jority that  had  ranged  from  6,000  to  9,000. 
The  vote  on  that  election  was:  Curtis,  re- 
publican, 18,710;  Hayes,  democrat,  18,274: 
Charles  A.  Lloyd,  populist,  1,573;  N.  J. 
Xraemer,  socialist-labor,  135.  In  1896  Mr. 
Curtis  was  re-elected,  although  the  democrat* 
and  populists  effected  a  better  fusion  than  be- 
fore. He  received  23,202  votes  agains* 
19,882  for  Alfred  Hurst,  democrat;  639  for 


Charles  A.  Lloyd,  populist,  and  230  for  N. 
J.  Kraemer,  socialist-labor.  Politicians  have 
generally  agreed  that  Mr.  Curtis  was  about 
the  only  man  who  could  have  achieved  this 
wonderful  success  in  this  district.  His  rec- 
ord in  Congress  was  so  satisfactory  in  1898, 
although  he  declared  early  in  the  spring  he 


did  not  desire  a  renomination,  the  general 
feeling  throughout  the  district  was  that  he 
should  again  be  the  nominee.  He  persisted 
in  his  desire  to  retire,  however,  for  business 
reasons,  and  J.  R.  Lane  of  Davenport,  re- 
publican, was  elected  to  succeed  him.  He 
was  a  delegate  to  the  republican  national 
convention  in  Minneapolis  in  1892.  Mr. 
Curtis  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Py- 
thias and  is  a  prominent  Mason,  having  at- 
tained to  the  Thirty-second  degree  in  1871. 
He  has  held  high  official  positions  in  the 
Scottish  Rite  Masons.  In  1872  Mr.  Curtis 
was  married  to  Etta  L.  Lewis.  They  have 
two  children  living,  George  L.,  born  in  1878, 
and  Eugene  J.,  born  in  1884. 


CLANCY,  Albert  Wobthinoton,  though 
now  a  resident  of  Chicago,  was  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  a  very  prominent  and  influential 
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resident  of  Iowa.  He  came  to  the  state  from 
Indiana  as  the  representative  of  A.  S.  Barnes 
&  Co.,  the  great  school  book  publishers,  and 
later  had  charge  of  the  interests  of  the  Ameri- 
can Book  Company.  During  his  residence 
in  Iowa,  covering  a  period  of  about  fifteen 
years,  Major  Clancy,  as  he  is  best  known, 
demonstrated  his  extraordinary  abilities  as 
an  organizer  and  used  his  talents  in  business 
and  in  politics.  He  has  many  times  been 
pronounced  the  most  unconquerable  political 
organizer  in  the  state.  He  lived  in  Des 
Moines  and  was  all  the  time  an  active  factor 
in  the  politics  of  the  city  and  state.    In  1892 


he  organized  the  great  Blaine  demonstration 
from  Iowa  that  produced  such  a  sensation 
at  the  republican  national  convention  in  Min- 
neapolis. 

Major  Clancy  had  first-class  political 
training  in  his  youth,  in  the  state  where  poli- 
tics is  a  part  of  the  daily  life  of  every  able- 
bodied  man,  the  state  of  Indiana.  Born  in 
Ohio,  he  led  the  rugged  life  of  a  farmer's 
boy  till  he  began  to  teach  school  and  went 
to  Indiana  to  advance  in  his  profession.  Here 
he  grew  in  his  chosen  life  work  and  learned 
the  art  of  politics  from  such  masters  as  Mor- 
ton, Brown,  Baker,  Harrison  and  Porter, 
for  whom  he  worked  and  with  whom  he  was 


associated.  His  experience  as  a  teacher  and 
the  knowledge  of  men  which  he  acquired  in. 
politics  thoroughly  prepared  him  for  the  im- 
portant business  which  he  later  undertook. 

The  management  of  the  American  Book 
Company  soon  saw  in  Major  Clancy  a  man 
who  was  needed  for  a  larger  field  than  one- 
state,  so  in  1892  he  was  called  to  Chicago  and 
has  held  one  of  the  most  responsible  positions 
with  the  company,  having  charge  of  the  busi- 
ness in  several  of  the  largest  cities,  includ- 
ing Chicago,  Milwaukee,  Minneapolis  and 
St.  Paul.  He  is  known  all  over  the  coun- 
try as  a  king  in  his  line.  Loyalty  to  friends, 
tremendous, energy  and  a  keen  insight  into 
the  minds  of  men  have  been  the  chief  factors 
in  his  success.  No  man  in  his  business  is 
more  popular  with  the  teaching  profession, 
because  he  knows  how  to  meet  every  one  and 
interest  him. 

He  had  hardly  located  in  Chicago  before 
his  political  genius  began  to  make  itself  felt. 
He  became  interested  and  prominent  in  local 
politics  and  when  the  republican  party  in 
the  nation  was  looking  for  a  presidential 
candidate  for  the  campaign  of  1896,  Major 
Clancy  took  an  early  and  pronounced  stand 
for  Major  McKinley,  the  candidate  of  his 
native  state,  Ohio.  During  the  six  months 
preceding  the  St.  Louis  convention  in  1896, 
which  nominated  McKinley,  Major  Clancy 
put  his  shoulder  to  the  wheel,  organized 
clubs  and  became  one  of  the  most  active  or- 
ganizers in  Illinois  in  the  interest  of  Mc- 
Kinley. His  work  was  effective,  too,  and  re- 
sulted in  bringing  powerful  support  to  his 
candidate.  Asking  nothing  for  himself,  he 
exerted  a  very  large  influence,  and  his  work 
was  thoroughly  appreciated,  for  he  played 
no  small  part  in  bringing  Illinois  into  the 
McKinley  column  and  thus  making  his  nomi- 
nation certain.  The  Major  is  a  member  of 
the  Union  League  club  and  several  other 
clubs,  political  and  social,  in  Chicago  and 
elsewhere.  His  interest  in  literature  and  lit- 
erary work  is  well  known,  and  he  takes  * 
prominent  part  in  the  literary  clubs  of  Chica- 
go. 

In  1888  Mr.Clancy  was  married  in  Min- 
neapolis to  Miss  Rochelle  Henderson  of  that 
city. 

They  reside  in  Chicago  in  one  of  the  lit- 
erary and  social  centers  of  the  South  Side, 
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their  home  being  in  the  Hampden  building, 
which  is  also  the  home  of  the  famous  Oak- 
land Culture  Club,  of  which  they  are  among 
the  most  active  members. 


EWING,  David  Rittenhouse,  the  well 
known  lumber  merchant  of  Dee  Moines,  was 
born  in  Dow  Bun,  Chester  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, May  28,  1834.  His  father  was  David 
B.  Ewing,  a  school  teacher  and  bookkeeper 
in  modest  circumstances,  who  served  in  the 
War  of  1812.  His  mother,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Abbie  McCowen,  was  born  and 
reared  in  Havre  de  Grace,  Maryland,  and 
was  of  Scotch  parentage.  The  McCowen 
family  were  seafaring  men.  Two  of  Mrs. 
Ewing's  brothers  were  in  the  West  India 
trade  for  many  years,  sailing  out  of  Balti- 
more in  their  own  ships.  The  Ewing  family 
came  from  the  north  of  Ireland.  Mr. 
Swing's  grandfather,  with  three  brothers, 
settled  in  West  Chester  county,  Pennsylva- 
nia, about  1772.  There  he  built  the  first 
Presbyterian  church  in  the  county  on  ground 
which  he  donated,  and  the  ground  is  still 
occupied  by  that  denomination.  These  young 
men  had  hardly  arrived  in  America  before 
they  were  called  upon  to  fight  for  our  free- 
dom, and  they  all  served  in  the  Revolution- 
ary War. 

David  R.  Ewing  attended  the  public  schools 
of  Village  Green,  Delaware  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  while  the  discipline  was  se- 
vere, he  thinks  this  early  training  had  much 
to  do  with  his  subsequent  success  in  business. 
He  was  apprenticed  to  one  of  the  best  build- 
ers in  Philadelphia,  Mr.  William  Grub.  At 
this  time  nearly  all  work  was  done  by  hand. 
Very  little  machinery  was  used  and  this  gave 
the  apprentice  a  good  opportunity  to  become 
familiar  with  the  use  of  tools  and  all  kinds 
of  construction  work.  At  the  age  of  nine- 
teen, having  served  his  apprenticeship,  young 
Ewing  sailed  from  Philadelphia  in  Septem- 
ber, 1853,  with  three  other  young  men,  for 
Charlestown,  S.  C.  They  were  engaged  to 
work  for  a  firm  of  builders  in  Augusta, 
Georgia,  at  fifteen  dollars  a  week.  His  com- 
panions becoming  dissatisfied,  they  went  to 
Montgomery,  Alabama,  to  secure  better  wages 
and  there  saw  men  and  women  sold  as  chat- 
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tels  to  the  highest  bidder,  a  sight  which 
shocked  the  young  men  very  much.  They 
soon  left  Montgomery  on  a  boat  on  the  Ala- 
bama river,  for  there  were  no  railways  south 
of  Montgomery  then,  and  went  to  New  Or- 
leans.  Finding  the  building  business  very 
dull  here,  they  went  up  the  river  after  hav- 
ing seen  the  sights  in  New  Orleans.  On  the 
way  up  two  of  the  boys  concluded  to  go  home, 
but  Mr.  Ewing  and  another  kept  on  to  St. 
Louis,  hoping  to  join  Kit  Carson,  who  was 
fitting  out  an  expedition  under  government 
supervision  for  a  more  thorough  exploration 
of  the  Rockv  Mountains.     But  thev  were  too 


late,  as  the  expedition  had  left  St.  Louis 
when  they  arrived.  Here  they  were  engaged 
for  some  time  building  a  freight  depot  in 
East  St.  Louis.  At  that  time  there  were  no 
railways  running  into  St.  Louis  on  the  west 
side  of  the  river,  but  the  wharves  were  lined 
with  steamboats  for  miles.  The  boys  next 
went  to  Helena,  Arkansas,  also  on  a  boat. 
Just  before  arriving  there  Mr.  Ewing  sug- 
gested that  they  should  invest  their  last 
twenty-five  cents  in  having  their  boots 
blacked.  His  companion  was  astounded,  but 
finally  yielded  to  the  argument  that  it  would 
be  a  good  business  investment.     And   so   it 
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proved,  for  they  made  a  good  impression  up- 
on their  arrival  and  were  well  received  at 
the  American  hotel.  They  told  the  pro- 
prietor they  wished  to  engage  board  by  the 
month,  and  after  looking  them  over,  he  told 
them  he  would  be  pleased  to  have  them  re- 
main with  him  as  long  as  they  desired  to 
stay  in  town.  They  soon  secured  work  at 
three  dollars  per  day.  Chills  and  fever  at- 
tacked Mr.  Ewing  as  the  hot  weather  came 
on,  and  his  companion  became  very  home- 
sick and  insisted  upon  going  home,  which  he 
•did  about  the  first  of  July,  leaving  Mr.  Ew- 
ing alone.  He  has  never  seen  his  friend 
since.  In  the  winter  of  1854  he  secured  a 
contract  for  building  a  gin  house  and  cot- 
ton press  in  Mississippi,  through  an  acquain- 
tance with  the  owner's  brother  in  Helena. 
This  took  him  three  months  and  he  was  of- 
fered other  work,  but  his  health  would  not 
permit  his  staying.  He  returned  to  Helena 
and  in  May  went  to  St.  Louis,  where  he  was 
married  July  19,  1855,  to  Lucinda  E.  Bunt- 
ing* A  few  days  later  they  took  passage  for 
Keokuk,  Iowa,  and  went  from  there  by  stage 
to  Oskaloosa.  Not  being  able  to  secure  a 
house  there,  they  went  to  Eddyville,  where 
they  lived  nine  years. 

Desiring  to  secure  a  larger  field  in  the 
building  business,  Mr.  Ewing  selected  Des 
Moines  and  in  March,  1864,  they  moved  by 
wagon  to  that  city,  then  a  small  town.  In 
1876  Mr.  Ewing  retired  from  the  building 
business,  and  with  his  wife  and  daughter 
spent  six  months  at  the  Centennial  exposi- 
tion in  Philadelphia.  For  a  short  time  he 
was  in  the  real  estate  business  and  was  a 
stockholder  and  director  in  the  Industrial 
Exposition  Company  and  was  its  superin- 
tendent one  year.  In  June,  1879,  he  formed 
a  partnership  with  George  A.  Jewett  and 
Ed  (-handler  in  the  lumber  business.  Mr. 
Chandler  has  since  retired  and  the  firm  is 
now  well  known  ae  Ewing  &  Jewett.  They 
have  been  members  of  the  Northwestern 
Lumbermen's  Retail  Association  from  its  or- 
ganization. Mr.  Ewing  has  been  president 
of  the  Retail  Lumbermen's  Insurance  As- 
sociation since  it  was  organized.  This  asso- 
ciation has  given  its  members  the  safest  and 
lowest  cost  insurance  of  any  similar  associa- 
tion doing  business  in  the  country,  and  has 
accumulated  a  large  surplus  which  belongs 
to  the  policy  holders. 


In  1895  Mr.  Ewing  purchased  a  fine 
farm  of  355  acres  four  miles  south  of  Dee 
Moines,  and  has  been  living  on  that  farm 
since.  He  is  giving  it  his  personal  atten- 
tion and  has  made  many  valuable  improve- 
ments in  the  way  of  buildings  and  has  also 
beautified  the  place.  He  was  determined  to 
make  this  farm  pay  10  per  cent  on  an  inveet- 
ment  of  $50,000,  and  has  demonstrated  that 
it  can  be  done,  though  his  friends  were  dis- 
posed to  doubt  his  judgment  in  leaving  the 
city  and  becoming  a  farmer.  But  he  says 
he  is  in  love  with  it  more  and  more  as  he 
sees  his  herds  increasing  and  the  hillsides 
covered  with  golden  fruit.  The  only  secret 
society  to  which  Mr.  Ewing  belongs  is  the 
order  of  Hoo  Hoo,  strictly  a  lumbermen's 
and  railwaymen's  association.  Mr.  Ewing,s 
only  political  venture  was  in  1878,  when  his 
friends  in  the  Third  ward  of  Des  Moines 
insisted  upon  his  going  into  the  city  coun- 
cil. He  consented  and  was  elected  and 
served  two  years.  This,  he  says,  entirely 
cured  him  of  politics. 

Three  children  have  been  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Ewing:  Eugene  A.,  born  Feb.  17, 
1858,  died  in  1864,  within  a  week  after 
the  family  moved  to  Des  Moines;  Minnie, 
born  Feb.  22,  1863,  died  in  1865;  Winnie 
Bell,  born  Mav  20,  1868,  is  the  wife  of 
Nat.  E.  Coffin.* 

Mr.  Ewing  is  not  only  a  prominent 
figure  in  business  circles,  but  is  widely 
known  in  church  circles  as  one  of  the 
staunchest  advocates  and  supporters  of 
Christianity.  He  united  with  the  Christ- 
ian church,  in  Eddyville  in  1863  and  re- 
moving to  Des  Moines  in  the  following 
March  took  membership  with  the  old  Cherry 
street  church  soon  after.  At  the  time  the 
Church  of  Christ  was  a  feeble  body  in  Iowa 
and  had  little  prestige  either  in  numbers  of 
influence.  Some  of  his  friends — notably 
a  prominent  member  of  the  legislature — 
tried  to  dissuade  him  from  uniting  with 
the  church  of  his  choice  on  the  specious 
plea  that  this  church  was  insignificant  and 
amounted  to  nothing  in  the  capital  city,  but 
that  another  church  was  the  popular  one, 
whereupon  Mr.  Ewing  gave  this  character- 
istic reply:  "If  my  church  amounts  to 
nothing  in  Des  Moines,  then  we  will  make 
it  amount  to  something."  That  resolution 
has  had  an  ample  fulfillment  for  Mr.  Ewing 
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has  lived  to  see  the  finest  building  in  the 
state  erected  under  his  own  supervision,  and 
the  once  feeble  body  grow  to  be  the  largest 
in  the  city.  He  is  very  highly  esteemed  in 
his  church,  having  been  a  member  of  its 
official  board  continuously  since  he  united 
with  it  thirty  years  ago.  He  was  conspicu- 
ously honored  in  1891  by  being  elected  to 
the  presidency  of  the  National  Conven- 
tion of  the  Christian  church.  He  has  also 
been  a  devoted  friend  of  education.  For 
the  last  twelve  years  he  has  been  vice 
president  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  Drake 
University  and  foremost  in  its  councils. 
His  judgment  is  deferred  to  because  of 
his  conservatism  and  far-seeing  business 
sagacity.  Altogether,  in  church  and  educa- 
tional circles,  Mr.  Ewing  is  a  most  val- 
uable and  efficient  man  and  esteemed  be- 
yond his  fellows. 


FUNK,  Abraham  B.,  for  twelve  years  a 
member  of  the  state  senate  and  one  of  the 
best  known  public  men  in  Iowa,  editor  of 
the  Spirit  Lake  Beacon,  was  born  in  Liberty, 
Adams  county,  Illinois,  January  12,  1854. 
His  parents  were  Solomon  Funk,  a  native 
of  Ohio  of  Pennsylvania  German  descent, 
and  his  wife  Jane  Walby,  who  was  born  in 
the  city  of  London.  They  came  to  Quincy, 
Illinois,  in  1832  and  there  they  were  sub- 
sequently married.  Solomon  Funk  was  a 
Baptist  minister  and  when  his  son  Abraham 
was  ten  years  old  the  family  moved  to 
Raritan,  Illinois.  In  1865  they  came  to 
Iowa  and  located  in  Hamilton  county.  Four 
years  later  they  moved  onto  a  farm  near 
Ft.  Dodge  and  in  1870  located  at  Esther- 
ville.  About  this  time  Young  Abe,  as  he 
was  universally  called,  began  his  connec- 
tion with  profession  and  the  newspaper 
through  which  he  was  afterward  to  exert  a 
large  influence  in  Iowa  affairs.  Ho  began 
his  trade  in  the  office  of  the  Northern  Vin- 
dicator, a  newspaper  published  i  i  Esther- 
ville,  and  in  1872  he  did  his  first  work  ou 
the  Spirit  Lake  Beacon.  In  1872  and 
1873  he  worked  as  a  compositor  <»n  the 
Warren  County  Leader  at  Indianola,  for 
a  few  months.  He  returned  to  the  Beacon 
and  a  year  later,  in  May  1874,  with  a  cash 


capital  of  $50  and  plenty  of  nerve  he  be- 
came a  half  owner  of  that  paper  with  John 
A.  Smith.  This  partnership  was  main- 
tained for  several  years.  In  1878  the  firm 
established  the  Moody  County  Enterprise  at 
Flandrau,  Dakota  Territory,  which  was 
under  charge  of  Mr.  Funk  for  one  year. 
While  there  he  received  his  first  political 
honor,  being  elected  the  first  mayor  of 
Flandrau  in  February,  1879.  He  returned 
to  Spirit  Lake,  however,  and  resumed  work 
on  the  Beacon  and  was  also  elected  Spirit 
Lake's  first  mayor,  in  the  fall  of  1870.  He 
was  a  delegate  to  the  national  convention  of 


the  republican  party  in  1884.  In  1887  he 
was  elected  to  the  state  senate  and  served 
twelve  years.  He  was  not  a  condidate  for 
a  fourth  term,  though  urged  to  come  into 
the  race.  During  the  long  contest  over  the 
nomination  of  his  successor,  however,  on  a 
number  of  ballots  the  nomination  was  placed 
within  his  reach,  but  a  home  delegation  of 
friends,  acting  in  conformity  with  his  re- 
quest, declined  the  honor.  In  1897  he  was 
a  candidate  for  the  republican  nomination 
for  governor.  He  was  defeated,  but  was  one 
of  the  strongest  opponents  of  Governor  Shaw, 
who  received  the  nomination.  He  is,  with 
one  exception,  the  oldest  editor  in  point  of 
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service  in  the  Eleventh   Congressional  dis- 
trict. 

Senator  Funk's  career  in  the  senate  was 
exceptionally  strong.  During  the  last  eight 
years  of  his  service  in  that  body  he  im- 
pressed his  personality  upon  the  legislation 
of  the  state  to  as  great  an  extent  as  any 
single  senator.  It  is  generally  agreed  too, 
that  his  work  was  sincere  and  honest  and 
served  the  best  and  highest  interests  of  the 
state.  He  was  above  the  least  taint  of 
demogogism,  and  yet  his  strong  arm  was 
constantly  raised  against  corporate  aggres- 
sion, and  he  was  ever  on  the  alert  to  in- 
telligently guard  the  interests  of  the  com- 
mon people  whom  he  represented  in  the 
true  sense.  In  1888  he  was  chairman  of 
the  committee  on  printing,  which  formu- 
lated a  bill  that  was  enacted  into  law,  re- 
ducing the  cost  of  state  printing  many 
thousands  annually.  In  1894  Senator  Funk 
wasljhairman  of  the  commitee  on  suppres- 
sion of  intemperance,  which  was  that  year 
the  most  important  in  the  senate  on  account 
of  the  consideration  of  a  modification  of 
the  prohibitory  law.  As  chairman  of  that 
commitee  he  devoted  the  winter  to  crystal- 
lizing into  law  the  expressed  will  of  the  re- 
publican party,  that  the  prohibitory  law 
could  be  so  modified  that  conditions  would 
be  improved  in  localities  where  prohibition 
was  not  anrl  could  not  be  enforced.  The  re- 
sult was  the  mulct  law,  which  has  proven  a 
thoroughly  satisfactory  solution  of  this 
problem  in  nearly  all  localities.  For  three 
sessions,  beginning  in  1896,  including  the 
extra  session  of  1897  and  the  regular  ses- 
sion of  1898,  Senator  Funk  was  chairman 
of  the  important  committee  on  ways  and 
means  and  during  that  time  became  the 
highest  authority  on  subjects  of  finance  and 
revenue.  During  this  period  the  committee 
presented  to  the  senate  a  vast  amount  of 
legislation,  but  was  never  defeated  on  a 
single  material  issue.  This  legislation  in- 
cluded the  only  thorough  revision  the  Iowa 
revenue  laws  ever  had  and  the  bill  estab- 
lishing the  board  of  control  system  was  en- 
acted into  law  practically  as  it  came  from 
this  committee.  Upon  this  later  achieve- 
ment if  nothing  else  the  fame  of  the  senator 
from  Dickinson  rests  securely,  for  it  has 
proven  one  of  the  greatest  blessings  the 
state  has  ever  received  from  the  legislature. 


For  four  years  he  enjoyed  the  distinction  of 
being  in  service  the  oldest  senator  and  was 
therefore  called  the  father  of  the  senate. 

Senator  Funk  is  a  superior  writer  on 
politics  and  public  questions  generally,  and 
is  very  popular  in  the  state.  He  has  be- 
fore him  a  public  career  of  much  usefulness 
to  the  state,  if  he  desires  to  direct  his  ener- 
gies into  political  channels.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  1878  to  Miss  Dena  Barkman,  daugh- 
ter of  Spirit  Lake's  most  prominent  pioneer 
in  earlier  years.  Their  children  are  Mary, 
born  October  23,  1884;  Benjamin,  born 
August  20,  1888,  and  Dorothy,  born  July  19, 
1893. 


LINCOLN,  General  James  Rush,  Pro- 
fessor of  Military  Science  in  the  Iowa 
State  College  of  Agriculture  and  the 
Mechanic  Arts  at  Ames,  is  one  of  the 
foremost  military  men  in  the  country, 
having  spent  nearly  all  of  his  life  in 
the  study  and  practice  of  the  arts  of 
war.  He  was  born  in  AJaryland,  February 
3,  1845,  and  is  the  son  of  Colonel  Thomas 
Blodget  Lincoln,  a  prominent  planter  and 
capitalist,  who  was  one  of  the  original  direc- 
tors of  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad  Com- 
pany, and  was  vice  president  of  the  first 
bank  established  in  Texas,  which  was  at  Gal- 
veston. He  also  served  in  the  Mexican  War 
and  the  War  of  the  Rebellion.  General 
Lincoln's  mother  was  Sophie  Ash,  who  died 
while  her  son  was  yet  in  his  boyhood.  He 
was  cared  for  most  tenderly,  however,  by 
his  father,  who  spared  no  effort  or  expense  to 
improve  the  delicate  child's  health  and  pre- 
serve his  life,  and  who  traveled  extensively 
with  him  that  he  might  have  the  benefit  of 
varying  climates  and  seasons. 

General  Lincoln  has  an  ancestry  of 
which  he  may  well  feel  proud,  for  it  in- 
cludes the  names  of  many  men  who  have 
had  much  to  do  with  the  shaping  of  our  re- 
public. His  great-great-grandfather,  Wil- 
liam Smith,  was  the  founder  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Pennsylvania,  and  its  first  president. 
He  was  first  elected  Bishop  of  Maryland,  but 
refused  a  Scottish  ordination.  His  great- 
grandfather, Seth  Lincoln,  a  younger  brother 
of  General  Benjamin  Lincoln,  was  a  com- 
pany officer  in  the  Revolution.  His  grand- 
father, Abel  Fearing    Lincoln,  was  a  cap- 
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tain,  commanding  a  ship  in  the  War  of  1812. 
He  is  also  a  great-grandson  of  Samuel 
Blodget,  Jr.,  who  served  on  General  Wash- 
ington's £taff  during  the  Revolution,  and 
was  one  of  the  founders  and  developers  of 
the  city  of  Washington,  being  the  owner  of 
Blodget's  Hall,  where  Congress  first  held 
its  sessions  in  Washington.  On  his  mother's 
side  the  General  is  the  grandson  of  Gen- 
eral Michael  W.  Ash,  who  served  in  the  War 
of  1812,  and  represented  Philadelphia  one 
term  in  the  United  States  Congress. 

General  Lincoln  was  educated  by  a  private 
tutor,   and   at   Landon    Military    Academy, 


Maryland,  which  he  entered  when  nine  years 
old  and  from  which  he  graduated  in  1857. 
He  also  attended  what  is  now  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Military  College,  but  left  the  school 
three  months  before  the  time  for  gradua- 
tion. While  in  school  he  had  the  honor  of 
always  being  the  senior  officer  of  his  class. 
He  served  through  the  Civil  war  with  courage 
and  distinction  and  in  1867  he  moved  to 
Iowa,  locating  at  Boonsboro  in  Boone 
County.  Here  he  remained  until  1884, 
when  he  removed  to  Ames,  which  has  been 
his  home  even  since.  During  his  residence 
in  Boone  County  he  was  engaged  in  the 
abstract  and  land  business  for  about  three 


years,  and  was  also  superintendent  of  the 
Northwestern  Coal  Mining  Company.  He 
was  elected  to  numerous  offices  of  trust, 
among  them  the  office  of  mayor  of  Boone, 
secretary  of  the  school  board,  and  twice 
Deputy  County  Treasurer.  In  1884  he  was 
elected  professor  of  Military  Science  and 
Tactics  at  the  Iowa  Agricultural  College. 
He  also  served  as  steward  of  that  institu- 
tion until  1892,  when  he  resigned  to  take  up 
the  work  of  professor  of  Commercial  Law 
and  Mining  Engineering.  The  General  has 
done  much  to  build  up  the  departments 
under  his  supervision,  and  he  commands  the 
universal  respect  of  students  and  faculty. 
As  a  commander,  he  is  strict  but  just  in  dis- 
cipline, and  does  not  fail  to  win  the  con- 
fidence and  admiration  of  those  who  work 
with  him. 

Having  for  many  years  been  actively  con- 
nected with  the  Iowa  National  Guard  and 
being  inspector  general  at  the  time  of  the 
outbreak  of  the  Spanish-American  War, 
General  Lincoln  was  by  commoi  consent  se- 
lected by  Governor  Shaw  to  have  command 
of  Camp  McKinley  at  Des  Moines,  which 
was  the  rendezvous  of  the  four  Iowa  regi- 
ments that  were  sent  to  the  war.  In  this 
capacity  he  drilled  and  instructed  the  Iowa 
troops,  so  that  when  they  went  to  the  front 
they  were  well  prepared  for  service.  It 
was  the  universal  opinion  in  Iowa  that  he 
should  be  selected  to  be  one  of  the  brigadier 
generals  of  volunteers,  and  all  the  influences 
that  could  be  brought  to  bear  from  Iowa 
were  exerted  to  accomplish  this  result,  simply 
because  it  was  a  deserved  recognition.  He 
was  appointed  brigadier  general  of  United 
States  Volunteers  in  the  Spanish-American 
War  May  27,  1898.  During  the  war  he 
commanded  the  following  regiments,  begin- 
ning at  home  with  the  Forty-ninth,  Fiftieth, 
Fifty-first  and  Fifty-second  Iowa;  during 
the  war  as  Brigadier  General,  the  Second 
Georgia,  Third  Ohio,  Fourth  Missouri, 
Fifth  Massachusetts  and  the  Sixty-ninth 
and  Two  Hundred  and  First  New  York. 
He  was  mustered  out  March  15,  1899.  He 
commanded  the  Second  Brigade,  Third  Di- 
vision of  the  Fourth  Army  Corps  and  the 
Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Second 
Army  Corps  and,  temporarily,  the  entire 
Second  division  of  the  Second  Army  Corps. 
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The  General  was  a  Democrat  until  he  be- 
came an  admirer  and  supporter  of  James  Q. 
Blaine,  and  since  then  he  has  been  a  staunch 
Republican.  He  is  a  Mason,  an  Odd  Fel- 
low, a  Knight  of  Pythias  and  a  member  of 
the  Episcopal  church. 

General  Lincoln  was  married  in  1865  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  Brockenbrough  Blake  of 
Virginia,  who  died  in  1866,  leaving  an  in- 
fant son,  Rush  Aldridge.  In  1872  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Priscilla  Hicks  of  Three  Rivers, 
Michigan.  They  have  six  children  as  fol- 
lows: Dr.  Willis  Barnhart;  Charles  Sher- 
man, U.  S.  A. ;  Theresa ;  Francis  Hicks,  U. 
S.  A. ;  Arthur  J. ;  Rush  Blodget,  Lotie, 
their  youngest,  having  died  during  her 
father's  absence  in  the  Spanish  War,  August 
31, 1898,  at  the  age  of  nine  years.  The  home 
of  General  and  Mrs.  Lincoln  is  noted  for  its 
warm  hearted  hospitality,  and  is  remembered 
with  pleasilre  by  former  I.  A.  C.  cadets. 


MAHOXEY,  John  Walton,  was  for  30 
years  a  progressive  and  prosperous  merchant 
of  Forest  City.  His  father  came  with  his 
parents  from  the  county  of  Kerry,  Ireland, 
when  but  three  years  of  age.  They  located 
on  a  tract  of  timber  land  pf  one  thousand 
acres,  near  Mud  Lake,  Canada.  They  later 
moved  across  into  New  York,  near  Roches- 
ter. In  1836  the  father  of  Mr.  Mahoney, 
who  was  then  eighteen  years  of  age,  started 
for  the  West  on  foot  and  with  a  roll  of  maps 
under  his  arm,  from  the  sale  of  which  he 
derived  his  expense  money.  He  had  no  par- 
ticular destination,  but  at  last  stopped  at  La 
Porte,  Indiana,  there  being  good  land  in 
that  locality  which  could  be  preempted.  It 
was  there  that  he  met  and  married  his  wife, 
Mary  Walton,  in  1839.  She  came  of  a 
family  of  English  descent,  the  male  mem- 
bers having  served  as  soldiers  in  the  war 
of  1812.  It  was  there,  also,  that  John 
Walton  Mahoney  was  born,  April  24,  1841. 
He  came  to  Iowa  when  fifteen  years  of  age, 
and  settled  with  his  parents  on  a  farm  near 
Rockford,  in  Floyd  county.  They  arrived 
here  just  in  time  to  experience  the  severe 
winters  of  1856  and  1857,  which  have  gone 
down  in  history  as  the  worst  ever  known.  In 
1857  they  removed  to  Rockford,  where  Mr. 


Mahoney  saw  his  first  pioneer  school  house. 
It  was  of  the  regulation  style,  boarded  up 
and  down,  and  having  slabs  with  legs  stuck 
through  auger  holes  in  them,  for  seats.  His 
schooling  was  concluded  when  he  had  reached 
the  age  of  nineteen,  but  by  diligent  study  he 
had  secured  a  fair  education. 

In  the  spring  of  1861  he  secured  the 
contract  for  carrying  the  mail  between  Rock- 
ford  and  Cedar  Falls.  When  the  war  broke 
out,  however,  his  enthusiasm  led  him  to  dis- 
pose of  the  contract  and  enlist  as  a  soldier. 
He  joined  the  Dubuque  battery,  afterwards 
called  the  Third  Iowa  Batery,  and  left  Du- 
buque on  the  26th  of  September,  1861,  for 


the  South.  He  participated  in  the  battle 
of  Sugar  Creek,  Pea  Ridge,  Helena,  Little 
Rock  and  Fort  Pemberton,  and  was  detailed 
in  the  navy  during  the  Yazoo  Pass  expedi- 
tion. He  was  a  gunner  on  the  ram  "Dick 
Fulton"  on  that  illustrious  trip.  It  was 
while  on  the  tented  fields  of  Arkansas  that 
he  cast  his  first  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln, 
and  he  has  even  since  remained  a  Repub- 
lican. From  1870  to  1875  he  was  deputy 
postmaster  and  then  received  the  appoint- 
ment  of  postmaster  and  held  the  office  until 
1886.  In  1887  Mr.  Mahoney  was  elected 
a  member  of  the  legislature,  wherein  he 
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served  with  distinction  and  honor.  During 
the  years  1891  and  1892  he  was  editor  and 
proprietor  of  the  Winnebago  Summit,  a 
staunch  republican  newspaper  published  at 
Forest  City.  He  was  a  member  of  the  town 
council  of  that  place  from  the  time  it  was 
incorporated,  in  1878,  until  March,  1896. 
He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Winnebago 
county  soldiers*  relief  commission  ever  since 
the  law  creating  such  commissions  went  into 
effect  in  1889.  He  was  secretary  of  the 
Minnesota  and  Iowa  Southern  Railway  Com- 
pany, a  local  organization  whose  work  re- 
sulted in  securing  the  Minneapolis  and  St. 
Louis  railroad  through  the  town  and  county ; 
and  also  was  treasurer  of  the  Chicago  and 
Iowa  Western  Railway  Company,  a  like  or- 
ganization whose  object  was  the  securing  the 
Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  and  Northern 
railway  for  the  town,  and  in  which  it  was 
successful. 

Mr.  Mahoney  was  married  to  Mary  E. 
Bamore  on  March  20,  1868,  in  Chautau- 
qua county,  New  York.  They  have  three 
1  children,  Irving,  Edna  and  Hugh.  Mr. 
Mahoney  has  lived  a  most  useful  public  and 
private  life,  and  has  always  been  foremost 
in  promoting  the  interests  of  his  town, 
county  and  state.  Since  1870  he  has  been 
a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 


ADAMS,  Albert  Martin,  the  genial 
editor  of  the  Humboldt  Independent,  is  one 
of  the  best  known  newspaper  men  of  north- 
western Iowa,  having  edited  the  Independ- 
ent for  twenty-seven  years,  or  since  1874. 
He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Upper 
Des  Moines  Editorial  Association,  of  which 
he  has  been  president  and  is  now  secretary 
and  treasury.  He  also  belongs  "to  the  Na- 
tional Editorial  Association.  Mr.  Adams  is 
a  descendant  of  the  original  Adams  family 
who  lived  at  Newbury,  Massachusetts.  His 
parents  were  both  natives  of  Orange  county, 
Vermont.  His  father,  Moses  Adams,  was 
born  in  1814  and  died  in  1893.  His  mother, 
formerly  Emeline  King,  was  born  in  1821 
and  is  still  living. 

A.  M.  Adams  was  born  April  16,  1843, 
at  Orange,  Orange  county,  Vermont.  He 
was  brought  up  on  a  farm,  amid  hills  and 


stones,  and  secured  his  education  at  the  com- 
mon school.  At  the  age  of  nineteen,  on  Aug* 
ust  20,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  F,  No. 
42,  of  the  Massachusetts  Infantry,  and  left 
the  state  with  Bank's  expedition,  which 
landed  at  New  Orleans  January  2,  1863. 
Four  companies  of  the  regiment  were  cap- 
tured at  Galveston,  Texas,  by  McGrouder, 
and  in  August  1863,  Mr.  Adams  returned 
(home.  In  1864  he  started  with  his  father's 
family  for  Dakota  Territory,  but  at  Mar- 
shalltown,  Iowa,  concluded  to  remain  in 
this  state,  locating  in  Humboldt  county, 
where  he  took  a  homestead  and  commenced 
work  in  Avery  township  for  O.  F.  Avery. 


But  becoming  dissatisfied  with  the  raw, 
unsettled  country,  he  re-enlisted  in  the  army 
at  Ft.  Dodge,  with  Company  F  of  the  Second 
Iowa  Cavalry,  and  joined  the  regiment  at 
Memphis,  Tennessee.  He  fought  in  the 
battles  in  front  of  Nashville,  December  15- 
11),  and  was  eaptured  at  the  battle  of  Hol- 
low Tree  Gap,  between  Franklin  and  Spring 
Hill,  and  for  about  four  months  was  con- 
fined in  the  historic  Andersonville  prison, 
experiencing  there  all  the  horrors  of  starva- 
tion and  disease.  When  released  in  April, 
1865,  he  weighed  only  ninety-five  pounds, 
having  lost  fifty  pounds  while  in  prison.  Af- 
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ter  a  term  in  the  hospitals  and  several  re- 
movals, he  was  discharged  at  New  York, 
July  12,  1865,  and  in  March,  1866  returned 
to  Humboldt.  The  next  five  or  six  years  of 
Mr.  Adams'  life  were  exceedingly  interest- 
ing ones,  illustrating  the  unsettled  habits  and 
fondness  for  travel  which  were  acquired  by 
so  many  young  men  during  the  war.  He 
first  formed  a  partnership  at  Humboldt  with 
Dr.  Russell  in  a  drug  store,  and  soon  became 
sole  proprietor.  In  a  little  while  he  sold 
out  and  organized  a  concert  troupe,  which, 
after  a  rather  short  and  unsatisfactory 
season,  dissolved  at  Iowa  Falls.  He  farmed 
a  short  time  in  Black  Hawk  county,  worked 
in  a  saw  mill  in  Humboldt  county,  and  was 
afterwards  employed  as  cook,  blacksmith, 
sailor,  hotel  runner,  fanner,  clerk,  railroad 
hand  and  painter  in  various  states  of  the 
Union,  many  times  traveling  from  one  place 
to  another  afoot.  September  1,  1871,  he  ap- 
prenticed himself  in  the  office  of  the  Inde- 
pendent, then  edited  by  I.  Van  Meter.  After 
remaining  a  year,  he  was  made  foreman  of 
the  Humboldt  Republican,  and  later,  worked 
for  the  Ft.  Dodge  Times  and  the  Sac  City 
Sun.  In  1874  he  bought  the  Humboldt  In- 
dependent, which  he  has  edited  ever  since. 
The  paper  was  first  published  at  Dakota 
City,  but  in  1890  was  moved  to  the  adjoin- 
ing town  of  Humboldt,  its  present  location. 
The  character  of  the  paper  is  indicated  by 
its  name.  For  many  years  it  was  the  only 
democratic  paper  published  in  the  county, 
and  was  one  of  the  leading  representatives 
of  that  party  in  northern  Iowa.  But  al- 
though Mr.  Adams  was  a  democrat  after 
1872,  he  was  never  a  mere  blind  follower  of 
the  party,  and  in  1896,  when  the  Chicago 
free  silver  platform  was  adopted,  he  came 
out  with  courage  and  decision  in  opposition 
to  Bryanism,  and  returning  to  the  republi- 
can party,  voted  for  McKinley,  as  he  had 
formerly  done  for  Lincoln  and  Grant. 

Mr.  Adams  has  always  been  prominent  in 
politics  in  Humboldt  county.  Besides  local 
offices,  he  was  county  treasurer  from  Jan- 
uary 1,  1886,  to  January  1,  1890,  and  as 
a  candidate  for  representative  in  1899,  re- 
duced the  opposing  majority  from  500  to 
200.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic  and  of  the  Benevolent  Order 
of  Elks ;  is  an  Odd  Fellow  and  a  Mason,  and 
has  held  all  the  elective  offices  in  each.     He 


is  one  of  the  most  public-spirited  men  in 
his  county,  having  been  a  member  of  the 
committee  which  secured  the  $3,000  sol- 
diers' monument  for  the  cemetery  in  1883, 
and  the  reopening  of  Humboldt  College  in 
1895.  He  helped  organize  the  Humboldt 
Improvement  Association,  Union  Cemetery 
Association  and  the  G.  A.  R.  Building  As- 
sociation, in  each  of  which  he  holds  the  of- 
fices of  director  and  in  1901  was  president  of 
the  Humboldt  County  Agricultural  Society. 
He  was  the  first  mayor  of  Dakota  City  and 
held  that  office  four  years  and  is  now  town 
treasurer,  which  office  he  has  held  sixteen 
years. 

Mr.  Adams  was  married  December  9, 
1876  to  Mrs.  Maggie  Little,  a  widow  and  the 
daughter  of  B.  Chauvet,  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  Dakota  City.  They  have  no  chil- 
dren. 


GIESLER,  James  Levi,  of  Muscatine, 
is  the  son  of  Henry  S.  and  Maria  Wildasin. 
Geisler.  His  father  was  one  of  the  early 
settlers  at  Wilton  Junction,  where  he  opened 
a  store,  and  was  the  first  postmaster  of  the 
new  town.  He  was  successful  in  business, 
but  died  in  1861  at  the  early  age  of  thirty- 
three  years.  He  came  to  Wilton  in  1854 
before  it  had  an  existence  as  a  town  and 
built  the  first  house  in  what  was  destined  to 
become  a  flourishing  village.  His  widow  is 
still  living  at  eighty-four  years  of  age. 
t/ames  L.  was  born  March  17,  1857,  at  Wil- 
ton and  lived  for  more  than  forty  years  on 
the  same  street  where  he  was  born.  He  is 
of  German  ancestry,  but  his  father  and 
mother  were  natives  of  York  county,  Penn- 
sylvania. His  boyhood  was  spent  in  Wilton 
and  his  education  was  obtained  in  private 
and  public  schools  in  the  village  and  vicinity 
When  but  twelve  years  of  age  he  began  work 
on  the  farm  and  for  four  years  continued  to 
earn  his  living  in  that  way.  When  seven- 
teen years  of  age  he  obtained  a  position  in 
the  banking  house  of  J.  L.  Reed,  and  af- 
terwards in  the  Farmers'  and  Citizens'  Bank 
of  Wilton.  In  1878,  with  his  uncle,  Samuel 
Wildasin,  he  established  the  Union  Bank  of 
Wilton  with  a  capital  of  $52,000.  Mr.  Gies- 
ler  was  chosen  cashier  and  held  that  position 
until  July,  1896,  when  he  resigned  on  ac- 
count of  ill  health.  In  1886,  in  company 
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with  a  brother,  he  established  a  private 
bank  at  Oakley,  Kansas,  which  they  still 
own.  In  January,  1879,  Mr.  Giesler  was 
elected  secretary  of  the  White  Pigeon  Fire 
and  Lighting  Insurance  Company,  a  farm 
mutual  doing  business  in  Cedar,  Scott  and 
Muscatine  counties.     In  January,  1898  he 


resigned  the  position ;  in  1887  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  W.  Blanchard  for  buying, 
feeding  and  selling  cattle  with  headquarters 
at  Wilton.  They  handle  about  10,000  head 
of  cattle  a  year.  In  September,  1896,  Mr. 
Giesler  formed  a  partnership  with  B.  B.  Hill 
and  A.  R.  Letts  to  carry  on  the  live  stock 
commission  business  at  the  union  stock  yards 
in  Chicago.  In  1899  Mr.  Giesler  organized 
the  German  American  Savings  Bank  in 
Muscatine  and  removed  to  that  city  to  as- 
sume active  management  of  the  bank.  It 
has  a  capital  of  $60,000,  and  was  successful 
from  the  start,  having  $281,000  deposits  in 
less  than  a  year  and  $500,000  in  two  years, 
though  competing  with  strong,  old  estab- 
lished banks.  Mr.  Giesler  is  president 
of  the  Royal  Pearl  Button  Company 
el  Muscatine,  which  has  an  output  of 
fyBOO  gross  of  finished  pearl  buttons  each 
"  has  upon  its  pay  roll  two  hundred 


Until  1896  Mr.  Giesler  had  been  a  demo- 
crat, but  when  the  Chicago  National  Con- 
vention declared  in  favor  of  the  coinage  of 
free  silver,  he  left  the  party  and  stumped 
the  counties  of  Muscatine,  Scott,  Cedar  and 
Johnson  for  McKinley.  He  has  served  five 
terms  as  mayor  of  Wilton  and  under  his  ad- 
ministration an  artesian  well  was  sunk,  a 
system "  of  water  works  established  and  an 
electric  light  plant  built,  all  owned  by  the 
town.  He  has  served  eight  terms  as  treas- 
urer of  Wilton  and  twelve  years  on  the 
school  board,  three  years  as  president.  In 
the  fall  of  1897  Mr.  Giesler  was  nominated 
by  the  republicans  for  representative  in  the 
legislature  and  elected.  In  1896  his  brother 
in  Logan  county,  Kansas,  was  elected  by  the 
republicans  to  a  seat  in  the  legislature  of 
that  state.  When  seventeen  years  of  age  Mr. 
Giesler  united  with  the  Grace  Reformed 
church  of  Wilton.  He  is  a  Mason,  Knight 
Templar,  belongs  to  the  Shriners  and  Scot- 
tish Rite.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  order  and  of  me  Com- 
mercial Club  of  Muscatine.  In  September, 
1881  he  was  married  to  Miss  Sadie  F.  Stone, 
who  died  May  10,  1884,  leaving  a  daughter, 
Edna,  who  was  born  April  18,  1883.  He 
was  married  again  to  Mildred  Hilbert.  Two 
sons  have  been  born  to  them:  Howard  Lee 
on  November  2,  1886,  and  James  Ray- 
mond, December  3,  1895. 


KURTZ,  Christian  H,  of  Marion,  is 
one  of  the  most  active  among  the  prominent 
business  men  of  Linn  county.  He  is  cashier 
of  both  the  First  National  Bank,  and  the 
Marion  Savings  Bank  of  Marion,  and  a 
stockholder  and  director  in  each.  He  has 
also  held  positions  of  trust  and  influence  in 
the  politics  of  Linn  county,  having  served  on 
the  Board  of  Supervisors  one  term,  and  as 
County  Recorder  for  eight  years,  besides 
being  a  member  of  boards  of  education  over 
fi  if  teen  years.  He  was  born  near  Lancaster 
City,  Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania, 
March  29,  1840,  and  traces  his  ancestry,  on 
both  father  and  mother's  side,  back  to  old 
and  honored  families  of  German  descent 
founded  in  that  state  nearly  two  centuries 
ago.  His  paternal  grandparents  were  Con- 
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rad  Kurtz,  born  in  Pennsylvania  August 
26,  1779,  and  died  July  1836 ;  and  Barbara 
(Erb)  Kurtz,  who  was  born  November  11, 
1786,  and  survived  her  husband  a  number  of 
years.  They  spent  their  entire  lives  in 
Pensylvania. 

John  E.  Kurtz,  father  of  Christian  H., 
was  born  in  Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania, 
September  5,  1817,  and  in  early  life  fol- 
lowed the  cabinet  maker's  trade,  and  later 
was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  lumber 
In  Marietta,  Pa.  In  the  spring  of  1847  he 
came  to  Iowa  with  his  family  and  located  in 
Franklin  township,  Linn  county,  and  fol- 
lowed farming  for  several  years,  when  he 
founded  the  town  of  Lisbon,  and  engaged  in 
the  mercantile  and  milling  business,  in 
which  Christian  H.  was  associated  with  him 
for  over  twenty  years,  before  and  after  the 
civil  war,  under  the  firm  name  of  J.  E. 
Kurtz  &  Son.  He  retired  from  active  busi- 
ness in  1887,  and  passed  the  remainder  of 
his  life  in  ease  and  quiet.  He  died  in  Lis- 
bon May  14,  1900,  nearly  eighty-three  years 
of  age.  Religiously  he  was  a  consistent  and 
influential  member  of  the  United  Brethren 
church,  and  in  politics  was  first  a  Whig  and 
later  a  staunch  Republican,  being  one  of  the 
organizers  of  that  party  in  Iowa,  and  he  was 
very  influential  in  its  councils  for  many  years. 
He  was  one  of  the  first  two  Republicans 
elected  to  the  legislature  from  Linn  County, 
and  was  a  member  of  the  last  session  held  in 
Iowa  City  in  18r>6  and  1857.  He  held  many 
local  offices,  and  was  a  most  worthy  and  in- 
fluential citizen  in  state,  as  well  as  local  af- 
fairs. Ho  was  married  in  1838  to  Miss 
Esther  Hershey,  a  daughter  of  Rev.  Chris- 
tian and  Elizabeth  ( Lichty)  Hershey,  also 
an  old  Pennsylvania  family.  Rev.  Hershey 
was  a  ]K>ineer  of  the  United  Brethren  church 
and  was  very  influential  in  its  councils.  He 
was  a  contemporary  of  Rev.  William  Ot- 
terbein,  the  founder  of  the  church,  and  is 
mentioned  in  the  early  church  histories.  In 
the  spring  of  1S47  he  came  to  Iowa  with 
six  different  branches  of  the  Hershey 
family,  together  with  other  colonists,  and 
located  in  Franklin  Township,  Linn  Coun- 
ty. He  died  in  ISfiO,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
three  years,  and  his  good  wife  followed 
several  years  later,  at  almost  ninety  years 
of  age. 

In    the    fainilv   of   John     E.    and    Esther 


(Hershey)  Kurtz  were  nine  children,  seven 
of  whom  are  now  living,  namely:  Chris- 
tian II.,  our  subject;  Barbara  A.,  wife 
of  Joel  C.  Ringer  of  Lisbon;  Henry  t\, 
also  a  resident  of  Lisbon;  Abraham  E.,  of 
Chicago;  David  H.,  of  Cedar  Rapids;  LLz- 
zie  A.,  wife  of  J.  F.  Hahn  of  Cedar  Rapidd ; 
and  Samuel  A.,  of  Lisbon. 

During  his  boyhood  Christian  II.  Kurtx 
attended  the  common  schools  near  his  home, 
and  in  1853  he  was  enrolled  as  one  of  the 
first  students  of  what  was  then  known  as 
the  Iowa  Conference  Seminary,  now  Cor- 
nell College,  of  Mount  Vernon,  Iowa,  where 
he  completed  his  education. 


Feeling  that  his  country  needed  hi-  -«t- 
vices,  he  enlisted  July  11,  lSf>2,  in  Com- 
pany F,  Twenty- Fourth  Iowa  Volunteer 
Infantry,  going  out  as  a  Sergeant,  but  was 
soon  commissioned  Second  Lieutenant,  and 
a  month  later  First  Lieutenant,  and  t«"»k 
command  of  his  company,  the  captain  U*- 
ing  on  detached  service  until  near  the  el«»*e 
of  the  war.  He  took  part  in  all  of  the 
engagements  in  which  his  regiment  parti- 
cipated. The  regiment  served  under  Cten- 
eral  (Srant  throughout  the  entire  Vieks- 
burg  campaign,  and  became  known  a«  one 
of  the  fighting  regiments,  was  present  at  the 
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bombardment  of  Grand  Gulf,  and  took  a 
conspicuous  part  in  the  battles  of  Port  Gib- 
son, Champion  Hill,  and  in  the  siege  of 
Yicksburg,  where  the  regiment  was  in  rifle 
pits  and  under  fire  for  over  forty  days  and 
nights.  Following  the  surrender  of  that 
stronghold  on  July  4,  1863,  the  regiment 
was  sent  with  a  command  under  General 
Sherman,  to  Jackson,  Mississippi,  and  took 
part  in  the  siege  and  recapture  of  that 
place;  thence  returned  to  Vicksburg  and 
was  transferred  by  boats  down  the  river  to 
New  Orleans,  in  the  Department  of  the 
Gulf,  and  was  with  General  Banks  all 
through  the  noted  and  disastrous  Red  River 
campaign  in  the  spring  of  1864,  and  in 
July  of  that  year  was  transferred  by  ocean 
steamer  from  New  Orleans  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Virginia,  and  went  to  Washington, 
D.  C,  by  the  way  of  Fortress  Monroe,  and 
up  the  Potomac  River.  They  next  went  to 
Frederick,  Md.,  thence  to  Harper's  Ferry, 
Virginia,  becoming  a  part  of  the  army  under 
General  Sheridan,  operating  in  the  She- 
nandoah Valley.  This  took  the  Twenty- 
fourth  into  the  hard  fought  battles  of  Win- 
chester, .Fisher's  Hill  and  Cedar  Creek. 
During  the  last  named  engagement,  October 
ID,  1864,  when  Sheridan  was  "twenty 
miles  away/'  Mr.  Kurtz  was  wounded  and 
taken  prisoner,  but  was  recaptured  the  fol- 
fowing  night  by  a  detachment  of  General 
Custer's  Cavalry,  and  sent  to  a  hospital  in 
Winchester,  where  he  remained  about  a 
month,  was  then  transferred  to  Martins- 
burg,  Virginia,  and  later  to  Sandy  Hook, 
Maryland.  When  he  was  able  to  travel  he 
came  home  on  leave  of  absence  and  was  dis- 
charged in  January,  1865,  by  the  order  of 
Secretary  Stanton,  of  the  War  Department, 
that  all  commissioned  officers  absent  from 
command  by  reason  of  wounds,  and  unable 
for  service  within  ninety  days,  should  be 
discharged. 

Mr.  Kurtz  was  severely  wounded  in  the 
left  foot  and  was  obliged  to  use  crutches 
for  nearly  a  year.  His  regiment  has  the 
distinction  of  being  the  first  Iowa  regiment 
to  enter  the  Capital  City  during  the  war, 
and  was  honored  by  the  presence  of  Presi- 
dent Lincoln  and  members  of  his  cabinet 
upon  arrival  there.  After  the  war  he  con- 
tinued  in   the  mercantile  business  with  his 


father,  in  Lisbon,  and  was  also  interested 
in  grain  and  milling  business. 

In  1875  he  became  connected  with  a  Chi- 
cago grain  and  flour  commission  house,  with 
which  he  continued  until  1880,  when  he  was 
elected  County  Recorder  of  Linn  County. 
He  proved  a  most  capable  and  trustworthy  of- 
ficial and  was  retained  in  that  position  for 
four  consecutive  terms,  after  which  he  and 
his  wife  took  a  vacation  for  a  year,  spent 
mostly  in  travel.  He  then  engaged  in  the 
real  estate,  loan  and  abstract  business  in 
Marion,  until  December,  1895,  when  he 
purchased  an  interest  in  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Marion,  and  became  the  Cashier,  a 
position  which  he  still  holds.  He  was  also 
one  of  the  original  stockholders  and  or- 
ganizers of  the  Marion  Savings  Bank,  in 
1889,  and  is  now  also  the  cashier. 

Mr.  Kurtz  was  married  December  5, 
1866,  to  Miss  Sarah  Armstrong,  who  was 
born  in  Carroll  County,  Ohio,  August  14, 
1847,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Dr.  James  M., 
and  Nancy  J.  (Westfall)  Armstrong,  both 
natives  of  Ohio.  The  former  was  born  No- 
vember 6,  1812,  and  died  in  Mount  Vernon, 
Iowa,  March  30,  1899;  the  later  was  born 
in  1824  and  died  in  Lisbon,  Iowa,  Sep- 
tember 3,  1864;  they,  were  married  in  Ohio, 
September  3,  1843&rDr.  Armstrong  came 
to  Iowa  in  1856,  *kim  for  many  years  was 
a  popular  physician  and  a  prominent  citi- 
zen of  Linn  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kurtz 
have  two  children:  Roy,  born  in  Lisbon, 
Iowa,  February  3,  1868,  married  to  Geneva 
M.  Keys,  June  3,  1896.  They  have  three 
children  ,Maurice  K.,  Helen  G.,  and  Ed- 
ward H.  He  is  now  located  in  Cedar 
Rapids  and  engaged  in  manufacturing. 
Their  daughter  Gertrude,  also  born  in  Lis- 
bon, July  31,  1872,  is  the  wife  of  W.  R. 
Colvin,  of  Rock  Port,  Missouri,  Assistant 
Cashier  of  the  Citizens  State  Bank  of  that 
place.  Mrs.  Kurtz  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church  of  Marion,  and 
is  one  of  the  most  active  and  useful  mem- 
bers. 

Politically,  Mr.  Kurtz  is  a  staunch  Re- 
publican. He  cast  his  first  presidential  vote 
for  Abraham  Lincoln.  He  attended  the  Re- 
publican National  Convention  held  in  the 
old  Wigwam  on  the  corner  of  South  Water 
and  Franklin  streets,  Chicago,  which  nom- 
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inated  Abraham  Lincoln  for  president  in 
I860,  and  participated  in  what  was  called 
the  Rail  Splitters  parade  after  the  conven- 
tion, celebrating  the  event. 

Fraternally  he  is  a  Mason,  being  a  mem- 
ber of  Marion  Lodge  No.  6,  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
Marion  Chapter  No.  10,  BL  A.  M.,  and 
Patmos  Commandery  No.  27,  K.  T.,  and 
has  been  Eminent  Commander.  He  is  also 
a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public, and  the  Military  Order  of  the  Loyal 
Legion  of  the  United  States. 


MASON,  Edward  Randall,  of  Des 
Moines,  Clerk  of  the  United  States  Circuit 
Court,  Iowa  district,  is  widely  known 
throughout  the  state  among  the  legal  fra- 
ternity, and  also  as  an  earnest  worker  in 
the  republican  party.  He  comes  of  good 
New  England  ancesters.     His  father,  James 


Mason,  was  for  many  years  a  merchant  at 
Frank] inville,  New  York;  but  in  1857  he 
disposed  of  his  interests  there  and  with  his 
family  joined  the  great  tide  of  imigration 
then  moving  westward,  settling  at  Benton- 
port,  Van  Buren  County,  Iowa,  in  the 
spring  of  1858.     In  politics  he  was  a  Free 


Soil  Democrat  until  1856,  when  he  voted  for 
John  C.  Fremont.  He  also  believed  in  pro- 
hibition, and  worked  hard  in  his  attempts 
to  get  the  Maine  law  enacted  in  New  York, 
and  was  a  vigorous  opponent  of  the  saloon  in 
Iowa.  Mr.  Mason's  mother  was  formerly 
Nancy  Winslow.  She  was  a  direct  descend- 
ant of  the  well  known  Winslow  family  who 
came  to  America  in  the  Mayflower.  She 
was  exceedingly  devoted  to  her  home  and 
family  and  brought  up  fourteen  children  of 
her  own  and  two  adopted  ones. 

E.  R.  Mason  was  born  December  18, 
1846,  at  Franklin ville,  Cattaraugus  County, 
New  York,  but  at  the  age  of  eleven  came 
with  his  parents  to  Iowa.  The  most  of  his 
early  schooling  was  obtained  at  Bentonport, 
in  Van  Buren  County,  and  at  an  early 
age  he  commenced  his  business  career  by 
working  in  a  country  store.  From  this  he 
advanced  to  a  position  as  clerk  in  a  drug 
store  at  Keokuk,  and  later  worked  in  an 
establishment  which  combined  a  bank  and 
a  store.  He  took  a  course  in  medicine  at 
the  Keokuk  Medical  College,  but  practiced 
only  a  short  time.  He  came  to  Des  Moines 
in  1869,  and  after  working  about  a  year 
in  a  retail  grocery  store,  went  to  Memphis, 
Missouri,  to  engage  in  the  wool  business 
with  his  brother,  J.  L.  Mason.  In  August 
of  the  same  year,  however,  he  returned  to 
Des  Moines  and  was  appointed  deputy  clerk 
of  the  United  States  District  and  Circuit 
Court  by  George  B.  Corkhill.  Five  years 
later,  in  1875;  Hon.  John  F.  Dillon,  then 
circuit  judge  apointed  him  clerk  of  the 
United  States  Circuit  Court,  Iowa  district. 
This  position  he  still  holds,  and  during  his 
long  term  of  service  has  always  been  a  con- 
scientious official,  giving  great  satisfaction. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  practice  of  law  in 
Iowa  in  1872,  and  later  to  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States. 

In  the  spring  of  1864  Mr.  Mason  re- 
sponded to  a  call  of  the  government  for 
"one  hundred  day  men,"  and  enlisted  as 
corporal  in  Company  K,  Forty-fifth  Iowa 
Volunteer  Infantry,  and  served  with  this 
regiment  until  the  close  of  the  war. 

In  politics  Mr.  Mason  has  always  been  a 
republican,  and  has  been  especially  inter- 
ested in  opposing  the  saloon  element  and 
every  compromise  with  evil  for  the  sake  of 
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expediency.  In  addition  to  serving  as  clerk, 
he  has  held  the  positions  of  Master  of 
Chancery  and  of  Commissioner  in  the  Cir- 
cuit Court.  He  has  always  taken  an  active 
interest  in  educational  maters,  and  for  six- 
teen years  has  been  a  director  in  the  West 
Grand  Avenue  Independent  school  district 
of  Des  Moines.  He  is  a  member  of  no 
church,  but  has  a  preference  for  the  Epis- 
copal, of  which  his  family  are  members. 

Mr.  Mason  was  married  May  31,  1870, 
to  Miss  Alice  Losie,  and  to  them  were  born 
two  children,  Carrie  M.,  now  the  wife  of 
James  A.  Stewart,  district  passenger  agent 
on  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  and  Pacific 
Railway  at  Des  Moines,  and  Etta  R., 
who  died  at  the  age  of  nine  months.  Mrs. 
Mason  died  September  9,  1877.  Eleven 
years  later,  on  August  22,  1888,  Mr.  Mason 
married  for  his  second  wife  Miss  Fannie 
K.  Kider,  daughter  of  George  and  Eliza- 
beth Rider,  of  Norwich,  Chenango  County, 
New  York.  They  have  two  sons,  George 
Rider,  born  May  6,  1890,  and  Edward  Wins- 
l'.w,  bom  February  19,  1892. 


PORTER,  Joseph,  was  one  of  the  pio- 
neers of  Iowa.  He  came  to  Marion  County 
in  1847  and  took  up  a  claim.  After  resid- 
ing upon  it  for  five  years  he  moved  into 
Pella  and  built  the  first  steam  saw  mill  in 
the  county.  Two  years  later  he  built  a 
second  mill  in  Pella  which  was  a  grist  mill 
as  well  as  a  saw  mill,  the  first  grist  mill 
in  the  township.  In  1857  he  traded  his 
mills  to  John  B.  Hamilton  for  a  300  acre9 
farm  on  which  he  resided  until  his  death 
in  1882.  Mr.  Porter  was  best  known  as  a 
farmer  and  stock  raiser  in  which  business 
he  was  eminently  successful. 

His  father's  name  was  James  Porter  and 
his  mother's  maiden  name  was  Elizabeth 
Dean.  He  was  born  August  10,  1818,  in 
Kent  County,  Delaware,  where  his  father 
owned  a  200  acre  farm  and  the  family  was 
considered  very  well-to-do  and  was  influen- 
tial in  the  community.  When  Joseph  Por- 
ter reached  the  age  of  nineteen,  having 
spent  his  youth  upon  his  father's  farm,  he 
decided  to  strike  out  for  himself,  so  he 
started   west  with  fifty  half  dollars   in   his 


possession  and  walked  more  than  nine  hun- 
dred miles  to  Park  County,  Indiana,  mak- 
ing the  journey  in  twenty-six  days.  There 
he  went  to  work  on  the  Wabash  and  Erie 
Canal  and  at  various  odd  jobs  for  two  years 
until  he  had  accumulated  some  money, 
when   he    returned    to    Delaware,   to   try   to 


persuade  his  father  to  come  west  but  with-* 
out  success.  Returning  to  Indiana  he  fol- 
lowed various  occupations  until  1841,  when 
he  commenced  farming  and  devoted  him- 
self to  that  work  until  he  came  to  Iowa. 
Though  he  did  not  enjoy  educational  ad- 
vantages, never  having  attended  school,  he 
was  an  inventive  genius  and  he  built  the 
first  two-horse  cultivator  that  was  used  in 
the  country.  It  was  on  the  same  principle 
as  the  successful  machinery  of  today.  He 
made  other  farm  machinery  in  the  shop 
which  he  had  on  his  farm  and  was  the  first 
owner  of  a  harvesting  machine  and  thresh- 
ing machine  in  Marion  county.  He  was 
most  fortunate  in  his  marriage  to  Miss 
Mary  A.  Chezem,  December  31,  1840.  She 
was  a  native  of  Indiana,  and  being  well 
educated,  she  taught  her  husband  so  that 
with  his  own  natural  talents  and  ambition 
he  became  a  very  ready  public  speaker  and 
engaged  in  many  discussions  where  he  was 
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never  known  to  fail.  People  who  attended 
the  Iowa  State  Fair  during  the  years  that 
he  was  in  charge  of  the  machinery  depart- 
ment will  remember  the  interest  which  he 
took  in  it  in  telling  the  people  how  to  im- 
prove and  advance  in  the  methods  of  farm- 
ing. 

Mr.  Porter  was  not  only  prominent  and 
influential,  as  many  other  men  are,  but  he 
was  universally  loved  and  honored  by  the 
people  of  Marion  county  for  his  liberality 
and  generosity  toward  the  poor.  In  pioneer 
days  he  furnished  free  many  coffins  in 
which  to  lay  to  rest  the  children  of  the  poor 
in  the  Porterville  Cemetery  which  he  do- 
nated. He  was  a  very  liberal  contributor 
to  the  support  of  the  churches,  to  schools 
and  to  various  other  public  enterprises,  hav- 
ing given  away  more  money  during  his 
lifetime  than  many  men  are  able  to  earn. 
He  held  numerous  offices  of  trust,  although 
he  never  sought  them.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Por- 
ter had  t  nine  children,  five  sons  and  four 
daughters.  Those  now  living  are  James 
Porter  of  Malvern,  Mills  County,  Iowa, 
Marion  Porter  of  Pella,  William  Porter  of 
Lyons,  Kansas,  Charles  Porter  of  Pella  and 
J.  Porter  of  Prairie  City,  all  of  whom  are 
married  and  have  families.  They  all  enjoy 
the  respect  of  the  communities  in  which 
they  live,  and  like  their  father,  believe  in 
progress  and  advancement. 


RAGSDALE,  George  H.,  the  well 
known  editor  and  publisher,  formerly  State 
Printer,  was  for  many  years  the  aggressive 
editor  of  the  Chariton  Patriot  and  later  of 
the  Le  Mars  Sentinel.  He  is  now  a  resi- 
dent of  Des  Moines,  where  he  is  at  the  head 
of  a  large  printing,  binding  and  lithograph- 
ing establishment. 

Mr.  Ragsdale  has  had  a  very  active  and 
eventful  life.  He  was  born  December  13, 
1844,  in  Owen  County,  Indiana,  being  the 
fourth  son  of  Daniel  and  Eliza  Ragsdale. 
The  home  circle  was  broken  by  the  death  of 
his  mother  when  he  was  eleven  years  old, 
and  at  thirteen  he  began  life  on  his  own  ac- 
count. He  has  lived  in  Iowa  since  1849, 
when  the  family  located  in  Van  Buren 
county,  removing  two  years  later  to  Lucas 


county,  which  continued  to  be  his  home 
until  1883,  at  which  time  he  became  a  resi- 
dent of  Le  Mars. 

Going  back  to  the  fifties,  we  find  him 
trying  to  earn  money  by  engaging  vigor- 
ously in  the  vocations  incident  to  pioneer 
life,  chopping  and  hauling  logs,  splitting 
rails,  breaking  prairie,  making  brick,  etc. 
He  passed  through  this  rough  school  with 
an  abiding  faith  in  the  future.  The  Sunday- 
school  held  in  the  log  court  house  in  Char- 
iton gave  him  a  little  start  towards  a  pri- 
mary education,  and  to  avail  himself  of 
this  privilege  required  a    four  and  a  half 


miles'  walk  from  the  country  cabin  to  the 
county  seat  and  the  same  distance  back 
again.  A  little  later  there  were  winter  terms 
of  the  public  school  and  advantage  was 
taken  of  this  privilege  as  often  as  circum- 
stances permitted. 

In  October,  1861,  Mr.  Ragsdale  joined 
the  Thirteenth  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry 
and  marched  away  to  the  wild,  grand  music 
of  the  Union.  He  was  in  Crocker's  famous 
Iowa  Brigade,  a  part  of  Grant's  original 
Army  of  the  Tennessee.  The  captain  of 
his  company  in  a  letter  to  a  mutual  friend 
when  Mr.  Ragsdale  was  a  candidate  for 
State  Printer,  said: 
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"When  the  company  was  formed  accord- 
ing to  height,  he  brought  up  the  little  end, 
standing  next  to  the  flag,  in  ours,  the  color 
company.  It  was  month*  before  he  could 
stand  erect  at  shoulder  arms,  the  old  musket 
elevating  one  shoulder  by  pulling  the  other 
down.  He  did  not  go  as  a  drummer  boy, 
but  took  up  the  burdens  of  a  soldier  in  the 
ranks,  and  it  gives  me  very  great  pleasure 
to  bear  witness  to  his  unflinching  courage 
in  the  midst  of  every  hardship  and  in  the 
face  of  every  danger.  Though  of  tender 
years  he  had  placed  around  himself  the 
armor  of  a  fixed  character  which  proved 
impregnable  against  all  the  seductions  of 
army  life.  He  was  wounded  at  Shiloh 
early  on  that  Sunday  morning,  but  did  not 
leave  the  field  until  with  a  shattered  arm, 
just  before  the  setting  9im.  To  refer  to  his 
continued  service  would  make  even  a  brief 
mention  long.  His  record  as  a  whole  was 
in  keeping  with  that  of  a  true  soldier  whose 
character  was  as  stainless  as  his  patriotism 
was   unselfish." 

When  the  final  victory  \vas  won  at  the 
end  of  his  four  years'  service,  the  com- 
mander of  the  company,  the  Colonel  of  the 
regiment,  the  Generals  of  the  brigades,  di- 
vision, corps  and  of  the  Army  of  the  Ten- 
nessee united  in  a  testimonial  commending 
the  beardless  veteran — "the  Kid  of  the 
Regiment" — to  the  President  for  appoint- 
ment as  cadet  to  West  Point.  But  Andrew 
Johnson  was  then  so  busy  "making  treason 
odious"  that  he  overlooked  the  splendid  en- 
dorsements signed  by  Generals  Belknap, 
Smith,  Blair  and  O.  O.  Howard.  Being  a 
boy  with  an  ambition,  young  Ragsdale  went 
straightway  to  Cornell  College,  Mt.  Vernon, 
Iowa,  influencing  five  comrades  to  go  with 
him.  Tn  after  years,  when  a  candidate  for 
State  Printer,  the  editor  of  the  Mt.  Ver- 
non Hawk-Eye,  who  knew  him  while  making 
the  struggle  for  an  education,  said: 

"He  was  offered  the  place  of  janitor  and 
accepted  it  because  he  realized  that  the 
years  usually  devoted  to  securing  an  educa- 
tion had  gone  by  while  the  irrepressible  con- 
flict was  being  fought  out  to  the  end,  and 
that  there  was  no  time  to  stay  out  of  school 
one  year  to  earn  the  expenses  for  the  next. 
While  other  students  had  their  leisure  hours 
and  vacations  there  was  one  applying  him- 
self every  day  to  earn  passage  money.     After 


three  years  he  went  out  to  strive  for  a  com- 
petency and  a  home.  Since  then  the  sweeper 
of  our  college  rooms,  the  sawyer  of  our  col- 
lege wood,  the  builder  of  our  college  fires 
and  the  ringer  of  our  college  bell  has  held 
a  prominent  place  among  those  who  have 
labored  the  most  earnestly  for  the  material 
development  of  our  grand  state,  for  the  in- 
tellectual and  moral  advancement  of  our 
people  and  for  the  constant  success  of  the 
party  which  maintains  the  nation." 

On  leaving  college  in  1867,  Mr.  Ragsdale 
became  the  editor  of  the  Chariton  Patriot 
and  nine  months  later  was  appointed  Post- 
master at  Chariton,  and  his  commission  was 
signed  by  his  old  commander,  IT.  S.  Grant, 
then  president  of  the  United  States.  At  the 
end  of  three  years  he  gave  up  that  position 
to  accept  one  in  the  government  service  for 
the  investigation  of  frauds.  At  the  end  of 
six  years  he  voluntarily  resigned  that  place 
and  received  the  written  commendation  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  for  the  integ- 
rity, energy  and  ability  maintained  through- 
out his  term  of  service.  He  then  resumed 
the  editorship  and  proprietorship  of  the 
Patriot,  continuing  at  that  post  until  1883, 
a  part  of  which  time  he  was  a  member  of 
and  disbursing  agent  of  the  Otoe  and  Mis- 
souri Indian  Commission,  charged  with  the 
duty  of  appraising  the  lands  belonging  to 
that  tribe.  He  sold  the  Patriot  in  this  year 
and  purchased  the  Liberal  and  the  Sentinel 
at  Le  Mars,  consolidating  the  two  papers  and 
stopping  a  newspaper  war  that  was  demor- 
alizing to  the  party  and  to  the  business  in- 
terests of  the  city.  Five  hundred  dollars 
more  was  asked  for  the  two  newspaper  prop- 
erties than  Mr.  Ragsdale  considered  them 
worth,  and  when  the  leading  citizens  learned 
that  the  deal  was  off  they  made  up  a  purse 
of  that  amount  in  one  hour  and  brought  the 
negotiations  to  a  successful  issue.  Mr. 
Ragsdale  made  a  consolidation  and  con- 
tinued the  same  as  the  Le  Mars  Sentinel, 
conducting  it  with  great  ability  and  force 
until  1888,  when  he  was  elected  by  the 
legislature  to  be  State  Printer  of  Iowa.  At 
the  expiration  of  his  three  terms — six  years 
— as  State  Printer,  he  continued  at  the 
head  of  the  large  establishment  he  had  built 
up  in  Pes  Moines. 

Mr.  Ragsdale  was  married  September  18, 
1871,   to   Mis*  Xellie   M  gnver^  ^^ 
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have  three  children.  Edwin  Guy,  born  in 
Norfolk,  Virginia,  is  a  prominent  young 
business  man  of  Des  Moines.  Harry  Bur- 
ton, born  in  Knoxville,  Tennessee,  is  Vice- 
Consul  and  Marshal  of  the  United  States 
Consulate  at  Tien  Tsin,  China.  Ada,  born 
in  Chariton,  Iowa,  is  now  in  Lake  Erie 
College. 

SEEVERS,  Byron  Vattel,  a  prom- 
inent citizen  of  Oskaloosa,  is  well  known  in 
the  politics  of  the  state  as  an  active  and  in- 
fluential Democrat.  He  was  born  in  Cosh- 
octon County,  Ohio,  March  3,  1847,  and 
his    parents,     Robert     and      Ellen      Bryan 


Seevers  are  still  living — his  father  at  the 
age  of  ninety-three  and  his  mother  at  the 
age  of  seventy-six.  The  family  came  to 
Mahaska  County,  Iowa,  in  the  spring  of 
1853.  Byron  V.  Seevers  attended  the  coun- 
try schools  there,  went  to  a  private  school 
in  Oskalosa  and  was  a  student  in  Oska- 
loosa College.  He  was  graduated  from  the 
classical  course  in  Franklin  College  in  Ohio, 
taking  the  first  honors  of  his  class.  He 
read  law,  was  admited  to  the  bar  and  for  a 
time  practiced  his  profession,  but  did  not 
like  it  very  well,  because  of  the*  practices  of 
^reputable  lawyers. 


In  1877  Mr.  Seevers  first  appeared  in 
politics  as  the  Democratic  candidate  for 
representative  from  Mahaska  County,  but 
the  county  being  Republican,  he  was  de- 
feated and  this  was  repeated  two  years 
later.  He  ran  ahead  of  his  ticket,  being 
personally  stronger  than  his  party,  but  not 
enough  to  overcome  the  Republican  ma- 
jority. He  was  elected  mayor  of  Oskaloosa 
in  1SS0.  In  1881  he  was  nominated  for  the 
senate  and  was  again  defeated  for  the  same 
reason  which  caused  his  defeat  for  repre- 
sentative. In  the  spring  of  18i>4  he  was 
appointed  mayor  of  Oskaloosa  to  fill  a  va- 
cancy and  was  elected  to  that  office  in  the 
spring  of  18J>5  and  again  in  1897.  Mr. 
Seevers  has  always  l>een  a  democrat  and  ex- 
pects to  remain  one.  He  is  opposed  to  a 
high  tariff,  prohibitory  liquor  legislation, 
republicanism  and  repudiation.  Personal- 
ly he  is  a  total  abstainer.  Mr.  Seevers  be- 
longs to  the  Elks  lodge  but  not  to  any 
church. 

Ho  was  married  January  1,  181*4  to 
Laura  M.  Smith,  daughter  of  W.  T.  Smith, 
and  they  have  three  daughters:  Adelyn  L., 
Mildren  B.,  and  Lucile  M.  Mr.  Seevers  has 
been  successful  in  business  and  is  working  in 
Oklahoma   in   the  interest  of  the  Santa   Fe 


some 


ELLYSON,  Gidkox  D.,  was  born  June 
22,  1861,  in  the  black  walnut  cabin  which 
formerly  occupied  the  site  of  Iowa's  capi- 
tol  building.  The  family  of  his  father, 
Daniel  Ellyson,  were  prominent  in  the  early 
history  of  the  Society  of  Friends  in  Ohio. 
His  mother,  Amanda  Gray,  was  the  eldest 
child  of  E.  A.  Gray,  who  was  gunsmith  for 
the  Indians  when  Des  Moines  was  but  a  for?. 
His  father  dying  when  he  was  but  twelve 
years  old,  he  sold  papers  evenings  in  order 
to  be  able  to  attend  school ;  graduating  from 
the  East  Des  Moines  high  school  June  6, 
1879.  After  a  few  years  spent  at  the 
printer's  trade  (during  which  time  he  at- 
tended commercial  night  school)  and  reading 
law,  he  engaged  in  the  insurance  business, 
spending  al>out  nine  years  with  the  State, 
respectively.  He  afterwards  engaged  in  the 
Glol>e   and    Travelers'    insurance  companies 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PROGRESSIVE    MEN    OF   IOWA. 


617 


manufacturing  candy  business  in  which  he 
was  financially  successful. 

He  early  became  interested  in  politics,  be- 
ing one  of  four  who  organized  the  Young 
Men's  Republican  club,  and  was  its  secretary 
for  several  years.  This  club  finally  merged 
into  the  Grant  club.  Mr.  Ellyson  was  ap- 
pointed deputy  treasurer  of  state  by  General 
Beeson  January  1,  1891,  resigning  this  posi- 
tion February  13,  1893,  to  accept  the  cash- 
iership  of  the  Marquardt  Savings  bank,  which 
position  he  still  occupies.  Mr.  Ellyson  has 
always  been  a  republican. 

He  is  a  life  member  of  the  B.  P.  O.  Elks, 


also  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  has  rep- 
resented the  Pythians  in  both  state  and  na- 
tional councils.  He  assisted  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Northwestern  Life  &  Savings 
company  and  is  a  member  of  the  executive 
board.  Ho  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  ed- 
ucation for  several  years  and  has  l>een  treas- 
urer of  the  state  board  of  agriculture  for  ten 
years.  He  served  five  years  in  the  national 
guard,  organizing  Company  H,  and  was  its 
captain  when  he  resigned. 

Mr.  Ellyson  was  married  August  2,  1894, 
to  Alice  II.  Queal,  one  of  New  York  states' 
fairest    and    most    accomplished    daughters, 


42 


whose  musical  t'alents,w  omanly  virtues  and 
rare  gifts  of  individuality  have  placed  her  in 
the  highestr  ank  of  society.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ellyson  preside  over  a  beautiful  home  on 
Capitol  Hill  and  are  frequent  entertainers, 
assisted  by  Mother  Ellyson  and  daughter 
Katherine. 


CONAWAY,  Alpheus  Bakto,  M.  D.,  of 
Marshall  town,  is  a  lineal  descendant  of  the 
famous  Scotch-Irish  general,  Michael  Lodi 
Oonaway,  whose  oldest  son,  John  Conaway, 
came  to  America  in  170:4  and  located  near 
the  site  of  the  present  city  of  Baltimore, 
Maryland.  A  second  son,  Charles  Conaway, 
came  in  1710,  and  located  near  Old  Point 
Comfort,  Virginia.  For  some  reason  the 
first  4V  was  omitted  in  spelling  his  name, 
giving  it  the  broader  Scotch  accent.  Rev. 
Charles  Conaway,  a  grandson  of  John,  born 
in  1755,  was  the  first  Methodist  minister  sta- 
tioned on  a  circuit  in  the  state  of  Ohio. 
Michael  Conaway,  the  grandfather  of  Al- 
pheus  B.,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
war.  Aaron,  his  eldest  son  and  the  father 
of  our  subject,  was  a  fanner  in  Harrison 
county,  Ohio.  He  was  a  man  of  unusual 
intelligence,  and  for  over  fifty  years  was 
consulted  by  a  large  circle  of  friends  and 
neighbors  as  a  legal  adviser.  For  this  reason 
he  served  the  people  of  the  county  as  justice 
of  the  peace  for  forty-five  consecutive  years, 
and  it  is  a  matter  of  history  that  no  decision 
given  by  him  was  ever  reversed  or  even  modi- 
fied by  a  higher  court.  He  married  Dorcas 
Busby,  a  daughter  of  John  Busby,  a  Revolu- 
tionary soldier  and  one  of  the  early  pioneers 
of  Ohio,  who  lived  u|K>n  the  farm  which  he 
pre-empted,  near  Cadiz.  Alpheus  was  born 
March  12,  1849,  on  his  father's  farm  in  Har- 
rison county.  He  received  his  higher  and 
college  education  at  the  Hopcdalc  normal 
school  and  the  One  Study  University  of  Scio, 
Ohio.  His  special  training  for  his  chosen 
profession  was  obtained  in  the  medical  col- 
leges of  Cincinnati.  The  doctor  is  in  every 
particular  self-made,  being  a  man  of  sterling 
worth,  and  descended  from  a  family  noted 
for  its  long  line  of  successful  physicians  and 
surgeons.  He  began  the  practice  of  medicine 
in  1872  and  has  been  so  eminently  successful 
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that  today  he  stands  at  the  head  of  his  pro- 
fession and  ranks  with  the  leading  physicians 
of  the  state.  He  came  to  Iowa  in  1880,  locat- 
ing at  New  Sharon,  and  in  this  state  has  been 
a  leader  in  the  science  and  progress  of  medi- 
cine, being  one  of  the  first  and  most  ardent 
supporters  of  the  idea  of  establishing  a  medi- 


cal department  of  Drake  University,  and  for 
six  years  was  one  of  its  professors,  tilling  the 
chair  of  obstetrics  and  gynecology. 

Although  himself  too  young  for  army  ser- 
vice, being  but  fifteen  years  old  at  the  close 
of  the  war,  his  father's  family  was  noted  for 
its  patriotic  loyalty  to  our  country.  Four 
older  brothers  were  among  the  brave  boys  who 
enlisted  at  the  beginning  of  the  Rebellion, 
three  of  whom  served  until  its  close,  while 
the  other  gave  up  his  life  in  the  famous  bat- 
tle of  Winchester,  Virginia.  Politically  the 
doctor  has  always  been  a  staunch  republican 
and  an  earnest  party  worker.  He  has  never 
held  but  one  office,  that  of  state  senator,  to 
which  he  was  elected  in  the  fall  of  1891. 
His  course  in  the  senate  was  always  fair  and 
honorable;  consequently  he  left  no  vicious 
legislation  to  menace  him  in  the  future.  Not 
caring  for  further  preferment  along  legis- 
lative lines,  he  declined  a  renomination  to 
the  senate,  which  wa*  conceded  to  him  if  he 


desired  it.  He  became  a  candidate  for  the 
nomination  of  governor  in  the  fall  of  18t>5, 
but,  with  the  other  good  men  who  aspired 
to  that  exalted  position,  he  was  defeated  by 
General  F.  M.  Drake.  In  speaking  of  his 
candidacy  a  prominent  Iowa  paper  said : 
"Asa  legislator  he  has  shown  marked  ability 
and  his  every  act  viewed  in  its  true  light  will 
stand  the  closest  investigation.  Two  years 
ago  he  was  a  prominent  candidate  before  the 
republican  state  convention  for  the  position 
of  lieutenant  governor,  this  honor  coming 
without  solicitation  on  his  part.  He  is  one 
of  the  sterling  men  of  Iowa,  possessing  a 
broad  and  liberal  mind,  a  strong  physique 
and  is  the  very  embodiment  of  common 
sense ;  a  business  man  through  and  through ; 
conservative,  a  strong  reasoner,  a  fluent  and 
impressive  speaker,  possessing  the  highest 
honor  and  the  keenest  sense  of  justice,  and 
blessed  with  a  pleasing  and  affable  demean- 


or, 


Senator  Conaway  is  a  member  of  the 
Odd  Fellows,  Knights  of  Pythias  and  has 
taken  all  the  degrees  of  modern  and  ancient 
Scottish  Rite  Masonry. 

He  was  married  January  24,  1875,  to 
Josephine  Cahill  of  Harrison  county,  Ohio. 
They  have  one  son,  Aaron  Clyde  Conaway, 
born  April  7,  1876,  who  is  a*  graduate  in 
medicine  and  a  most  exemplary  young  man. 
Thfc  Conaway  home  in  Marshalltown  is  one 
of  the  most  commodious  and  hospitable  in 
the  city. 


COXAWAY,  Henry  Oliver,  M.  D.,  of 
New  Sharon,  is  one  of  the  most  successful 
physicians  in  Mahaska  county  and  his  pro- 
fessional reputation  extends  over  the  west- 
ern states.  He  belongs  to  the  Eclectic  School 
of  medicine  and  has  never  had  a  desire  to 
change.  He  was  born  in  Harrison  county, 
Ohio,  January  27,  1848.  (For  parentage 
see  Conaway,  Alpheus  Barta.)  Henry 
Oliver  Conaway  was  a  member  of  Company 
C,  14th  regular  infantry,  a  private  under 
the  command  of  Captain  Burke.  His  ser- 
vices were  mostly  rendered  in  the  west  and 
north,  in  the  Department  of  the  Platte,  fight- 
ing Indians,  where  he  was  captured  by  the 
Brule  Sioux  and  held  in  torturous  anxiety  for 
three  days  and  nights,  when  he  succeeded  ;n 
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making  his  escape.  In  the  stillness  of  the 
night  after  the  Indians  had  danced  and 
smoked  themselves  to  sleep,  he  took  his  life 
into  his  hands  and  ran  for  freedom.  He  had 
gone  but  a  few  feet  when  the  dogs  com- 
menced growling  and  howling,  and  he  took 
to  a  quagmire,  and  the  dogs  were  held  at 
bay.  The  Indians  ran  and  rode  in  every 
direction  hunting  for  their  victim.  They 
were  seen  by  him  many  times  the  next  day 
coming  back  with  their  horses  tired  out. 
When  he  saw  them  coming  he  would  hide  in 
the  grass  and  in  the  ravines.  For  nearly  a 
week  this  manner  of  life  was  kept  up  with 
nothing  to  eat  or  drink  save  what  little  grass, 
herbs  and  water  he  could  find  in  the  basin 
of  the  Bad  Lands.  At  the  end  of  this  time  he 
was  captured  by  the  22nd  cavalry  as  a  de- 
serter and  renegade.  When  taken  by  them 
he  was  in  an  almost  insane  condition  on  ac- 
count of  fright,  starvation  and  the  loss  of 
sleep.  He  was  taken  to  Fort  Buford  and 
court-martialed  as  a  deserter;  but  after  his 
recent  experiences  with  the  Indians  became 
known  was  acquitted. 

Dr.  Conaway  received  his  early  education 
in  the  common  schools.  He  afterward  at- 
tended the  Hopedale  Normal  College,  Hope- 
dale,  Ohio,  Laural  Hall  Academy,  West  Vir- 
ginia, and  Scio  College,  Harrison  county, 
Ohio.  He  studied  medicine  for  a  while  with 
his  brother,  Dr.  John  B.  Conaway,  Smith- 
field,  Ohio,  after  which  he  attended  the 
Eclectic  Medical  Institute,  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
and  graduated  May  12,  1875.  He  imme- 
diately entered  upon  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine at  New  Alexandria,  Ohio,  and  in  a  short 
time  came  to  Dresden,  now  Deep  River, 
Iowa.  While  in  this  place  he  had  the  mis- 
fortune to  become  involved  in  a  malpractice 
suit  that  lasted  fourteen  days,  and  was  per- 
haps one  of  the  greatest  and  most  interesting 
of  its  kind  ever  held  in  the  state  The  trial 
was  held  before  Judge  Lewis  of  Montezuma. 
The  plaintiff  was  represented  by  Ballard  of 
Newton  and  Judge  John  T.  Scott  of  Brook- 
lyn, and  the  defendant  by  Ex-Senator  R.  H. 
Haines  of  Grinnell  and  Ex-Speaker  Henry 
Redman  of  Montezuma.  The  defendant 
proved  that  the  patient  disobeyed  his  orders 
and  brought  on  the  condition  by  his  own 
negligence,  and  the  defendant  was  exonerat- 
ed. 


After  a  successful  practice  of  six  years  at 
this  place  Doctor  Conaway  moved  to  New 
Sharon  and  formed  a  partnership  with  his 
brother,  Dr.  A.  B.  Conaway.  In  a  short 
time,  however,  he  accepted  a  call  to  the  chair 
of  human  anatomy,  descriptive  and  surgical, 
in  the  Iowa  Medical  College  of  Drake  Uni- 
versity, which  position  he  successfully  and 
satisfactorily  filled  for  four  years.  He  had 
promised  his  mother  that  her  boy  who  had 
been  buried  in  southern  ground  should  event- 
ually lie  beside  the  rest  of  the  children.  So 
one  bright  June  morning,  while  living  in  Des 
Moines,  Doctor  Conaway  started  once  more 
for  the  battlefields  of  '61  and  '65.  Upon 
reaching  the  valley  of  the  Shenandoah  he 
learned  that  the  government  had  removed 
his  brother's  body  from  Fisher's  Hillside  to 
some  national  cemetery.  He  hastened  to 
Washington  and  found  recorded  the  name  of 
Moses  Conaway,  Orderly  Sergeant,  Company 


H,  126  O.  V.  L,  killed  at  Fisher's  Hill, 
April  22,  1864,  removed  to  Winchester  Na- 
tional Cemetery,  grave  No.  1128.  He  was 
granted  an  order  for  the  remains  and  hast- 
ened to  the  cemetery.  After  securing  the 
use  of  a  pick  and  shovel,  he  opened  the  grave. 
But  two  or  three  bones     could     be     found. 
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These  were  taken  by  him  to  Smithtield,  Ohio, 
and  there  they  were  put  together  and  placed 
in  a  casket.  These  were  conveyed  to  Han- 
over, the  home  of  his  father  and  mother, 
where  the  casket  and  its  remains  were  buried 
with  imposing  ceremonies,  the  G.  A.  R.  hav- 
ing charge  of  the  services.  Many  tokens  of 
love  and  respect  were  shown  by  the  friends 
of  the  deceased. 

In  the  fall  of  1886  he  moved  to  western 
Nebraska,  lie  first  pre-empted  a  quarter 
section  in  northwestern  Kansas  and  then 
homesteaded  another  across  the  line  on  the 
Republican  River  in  Nebraska.  After  this, 
at  the  end  of  nine  years,  he  proved  up  a  tree 
claim  of  1<>0  acres.  At  this  place  he  hired 
a  man  to  survey  a  quarter  section  in  Elberr 
county,  Colorado,  forty  acres  of  which  he 
platted  into  lots  and  built  the  town  of  Colum 
bia,  now  Clairmont.  At  this  place  a  tine 
system  of  water  works  was  constructed  for 
the  purpose  of  supplying  plenty  of  fresh 
water  for  the  new  town.  After  trying  th3 
fortunes  of  frontier  life  in  western  Kansas 
and  Nebraska  and  eastern  Colorado,  Dr. 
Conaway  came  to  Omaha,  Nebraska,  in  1881, 
where  he  conducted  a  Sanitarium  for  about 
four  years.  He  then  removed  to  Columbus, 
Ohio,  for  one  year,  where  he  was  in  charge 
of  the  Columbia  Medical  Institute.  Return- 
ing to  Iowa  in  18i>4,  he  again  formed  a  part- 
nership with  his  brother,  where  he  still  re- 
mains. During  all  these  years  and  in  the 
different  cities  where  he  was  located,  he  prac- 
ticed as  an  eye  and  ear  specialist,  and  now 
makes  this  his  specialty. 

Dr.  Conaway  is  an  enthusiastic  republi- 
can, having  taken  an  active  part  in  every 
campaign  since  the  war  as  a  political  speak- 
er. In  the  presidential  campaign  of  'Dti  he 
wrote  the  first  letter  published  in  IowTa  for 
McKinley.  He  was  also  president  of  the 
Deep  River  McKinley  club.  He  is  a  32nd 
degree  Mason,  an  Odd  Fellow,  is  Past  Grand 
Master  of  the  A.  O.  U.  M.,  and  a  member  of 
the  Maccabees. 

On  the  1 0th  of  May,  1872,  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Frances  Sarah  Hoover  of  Wood 
county,  West  Virginia.  Mrs.  Conaway  is  a 
graduate  of  the  Medical  Department  of 
Drake  University,  class  of  '85  and  ?86,  and 
she,  too,  since  that  time  has  been  in  the  ac- 
tive practice  of  medicine,  and  today  enjoys 


the  largest  practice  among  women  and  chil- 
dren of  any  physician  in  Mahaska  county, 
and  is  one  of  the  leading  female  surgeons 
of  Iowa.  She  is  one  of  the  firm  of  Conaway 
&  Conaway  of  New  Sharon.  They  have  three 
children  living  and  all  of  them  at  home. 
Josie,  the  present  pharmacist  of  the  firm, 
born  1874;  Clement  Aaron,  bookkeeper  for 
the  firm,  born  1879,  and  George  Kudsay, 
born  1891;  Mamie,  died  in  1874,  at  the  age 
of  eight  months.  Dr.  Conaway  is  in  good 
health  and  enjoys  life.  He  is  also  a  lover  of 
books  and  good  society.  He  takes  many  of 
the  leading  papers  and  magazines  and  is 
well  informed  on  the  history  of  his  country. 


BICKNELL,  Frask  Wade,  was  born  in 
Fort  Dodge,  Iowa,  March  20,  186G.  He  is 
the  son  of  A.  1).  Bicknell,  of  whom  a  sketch 
appears  in  the  first  volume  of  ik Progressive 
Men  of  Iowa,"  and  Sara  A.  Mills  Bicknell, 
both  of  whoin  were  born  in  New  York.  The 
Bicknell  family  came  to  America  from  Eng- 
land in  1630.  They  were  Puritans  and  set- 
tled in  East  Weymouth,  Mass.  The  family 
lias  been  able  to  maintain  its  identity  for 
more  than  2(>5  years,  and  its  history  is  pre- 
served by  the  association  which  its  members 
sustain  with  headquarters  at  Boston.  Al- 
though strongest  in  New  England  and  the 
east,  its  branches  are  represented  in  many 
parts  of  the  western  country.  A.  D.  Bick- 
ness  came  to  Iowa  in  1862,  and  in  this  state, 
four  years  later,  Frank  Wade  Bicknell,  of 
the  ninth  generation  of  the  family  in  Amer- 
ica, was  born. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  lived  on  a  farm 
in  Humboldt  county  from  1809  to  1877  and 
in  the  town  of  Humboldt  until  1887,  enjoy- 
ing the  advantages  of  the  public  schools  and 
Humboldt  college  until,  at  the  age  of  15,  a 
severe  illness  interrupted  his  school  work. 
His  first  newspaper  work  was  undertaken  on 
the  Humboldt  Kosmos  in  1882,  under  Bissell 
k  Kenyon.  The  years  1883  and  1884  he 
spent  in  work  on  the  Humboldt  Independent 
under  Al  Adams.  From  1884  to  1887  he 
worked  again  on  the  Kosmos  and  in  Janu- 
ary, 1888,  went  to  Des  Moines  to  represent 
the  Sioux  City  Journal,  Dubuque  Times  and 
other  newspapers  in  the  legislature.     Up  to 
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the  session  of  the  Twenty-ninth  General  As- 
sembly in  1902,  he  had  reported  every  ses- 
sion of  the  Iowa  legislature  for  New  York, 
Chicago,  Iowa  and  other  newspaper*,  except 
that  of  1892  when  he  was  incapacitated  by 
illness. 

In  1888  Mr.  Bicknell  was  associated  with 
the  Des  Moines  Leader  for  a  short  time  as 
a  reporter.  During  the  Harrison  campaign 
of  that  year  he  was  in  charge  of  the  literary 
bureau  of  the  republican  state  central  com- 
mittee. The  next  year  he  accepted  a  posi- 
tion as  assistant  editor  of  the  LeMars  Sen- 
tinel, with  E.  D.  Chassell,  and  in  1890  be- 
came city  editor  of  the  Sioux  City  Journal. 
He  was  again  placed  in  charge  of  the  literary 
bureau  of  the  republican  state  committee 
during  the  campaign  of  that  year. 

In  November,  1890,  he  declined  a  politi- 
cal appointment  to  accept  a  place  on  the  edi- 
torial staff  of  the  Iowa  State  Register  of 
Des  Moines.  From  1891  to  1895  he  was  city 
editor  of  the  Register,  a  position  which 
brought  him  in  close  contact  with  men  promi- 
nent in  public  affairs.  Mr.  Bicknell  has 
never  failed  to  acknowledge  the  debt  which 
he  owes  to  Mr.  R.  P.  Clarkson,  editor-in-chief 
of  that  newspaper,  for  the  constant  encour- 
agement, full  appreciation,  and  kindly,  effi- 
cient help  which  has  ever  characterized  Mr. 
Clarkson's  relations  with  young  men. 

In  1895  Mr.  Bicknell  became  the  Iowa 
correspondent  for  the  Chicago  Times-Herald 
and  began  to  write  signed  daily  letters  to  the 
Marshalltown  Times-Republican,  which  soon 
ajK*pared  regularly,  also,  in  the  Burlington 
Hawkeye.  In  November,  1900,  he  severed 
his  connection  with  the  Marshalltown  paper, 
which  had  changed  policy,  and  began  a  ser- 
vice similar  to  that  for  the  Hawkeye  and  the 
Sioux  City  Journal.  He  also  represented  the 
A.  N.  Kellogg  Newspaper  Company,  furnish- 
ing a  weekly  letter  for  more  than  1 50  Iowa 
papers,  New  York  and  St.  Paul  daily  news- 
papers, and  continued  his  important  work  as 
Iowa  political  news  correspondent  for  the 
Chicago  Times-Herald,  after  its  consolida- 
tion with  the  Record,  as  the  Record-Herald. 
He  also  found  time  for  extensive  literary 
work  for  various  periodicals  and  books;  the 
recreations  afforded  by  field  and  angling 
pports  have  not  been  neglected,  and  the  du- 
ties imposed  by  an  active  interest  in  educa- 


tional and  other  important  social  obligations 
have  been  discharged  with  conscientious  care. 
Mr.  Bicknell  has  written  political  matter 
since  he  was  fifteen  years  of  age.  He  has 
ever  taken  a  deep  personal  interest  in  public 
affairs.  His  inclination  as  well  as  his  occu- 
pation has  led  him  into  this  field.  He  has 
had  more  or  less  connection  with  the  literary 
departments  of  the  republican  state  com- 
mittee since  1880,  and  his  work  and  his  abil- 
ity have  given  him  a  large  state  acquaint- 
ance. His  position  has  never  been  uncertain 
in  political  or  other  matters,  but  his  clear 
discernment  has  eliminated  prejudice  from 


his  views.  In  lNi)4-.V(>  he  was  a  member  of 
the  executive  committee  of  the  republican 
national  league,  and  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Grant  club  of  Des  Moines  since  its  or- 
ganization. 

Aside  from  politics  and  his  active  news- 
paper work,  Mr.  Bicknell  has  been  able  to 
devote  well-spent  time  to  educational  mat- 
ters, his  influence  always  l>eing  thrown  for 
the  uplifting  forces.  His  sympathy  for  the 
struggling  educational  institutions  of  the 
state  has  been  of  value  to  them.  He  has  serv- 
ed as  a  trustee  of  the  State  Historical  So- 
ciety.    II is  effort*  in  behalf  of  that  society 


Digitized  by 


Google 


622 


PROGRESSIVE   MEN    OF    IOWA. 


and  of  the  State  Historical  Department,  of 
which  Hon.  Charles  Aldrich  was  the  founder, 
have  been  helpful.  In  this  connection  his 
activity  with  respect  to  problems  of  social 
science  may  be  referred  to.  During  1899 
and  1900  he  was  a  member  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  Associated  Charities  of  Des 
Moines.  His  influence  in  liberal  church  af- 
fairs has  not  been  inconsiderable.  He  has 
been  a  member  and  secretary  of  the  board 
of  trustees  of  the  Unitarian  church  of  Des 
Moines  for  several  years. 

The  field  and  angling  sports  have  fur- 
nished Mr.  Bicknell  his  principal  diversions 
in  an  active  life.  He  has  written  extensively 
on  these  subjects,  having  spent  several  sum- 
mers in  the  mountains  on  hunting  and  camp- 
ing trips.  Hunting,  fishing  and  photography 
have  gone  hand  in  hand  in  this  mission  of 
refreshing  the  brain  and  enlarging  the  heart 
for  better  service  and  more  effective  living. 
Mr.  Bicknell  has  served  as  chief  warden  for 
Iowa  for  the  League  of  American  Sports- 
men, and  has  taken  an  intense  interest  in 
the  strict  enforcement  of  the  game  laws  and 
in  the  preservation  of  native  game  and  fish 
in  this  state. 

Incidentally,  Mr.  Bicknell  has  managed 
to  see  most  of  the  United  States,  having 
traveled  both  east  and  west.  He  was  sent  by 
the  Chicago  Record-Herald  to  meet  Minister 
Conger  at  San  Francisco  last  April,  on  his 
return  from  Pekin,  China,  after  the  terrible 
siege,  and  was  the  first  Iowan  and  newspaper 
correspondent  to  see  him,  securing  the  first 
authentic  interview  upon  political  and  state 
affairs  of  great  moment.  Such  professional 
missions  as  this  and  the  personally  planned 
travels  he  has  been  able  to  enjoy  have  taken 
him  into  most  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Bicknell  was  married  May  4,  1895, 
to  Miss  Jessie  Vaupel,  who  was  born  in 
Clayton  county,  Iowa,  and  who  is  a  woman 
of  superior  talent.  She  has  been  recognized 
in  the  club  work  of  the  state  in  a  manner 
comporting  with  her  culture  and  intellect. 
Her  energies  have  been  quickly  solicited  and 
gladly  devoted  to  club,  literary,  social  and 
philanthropic  work.  She  has  been  secretary 
of  the  Women's  club  of  Des  Moines,  whose 
president  is  also  president  of  the  state  feder- 
ation <rf  clubs.  She  has  acted  as  vice  presi- 
dent of  the  Business  Women's  association, 


and  has  occupied  a  position  of  prominence  in 
church  work.  She  is  a  keen  observer  and 
has  been  a  great  help  and  abiding  inspira- 
tion to  Mr.  Bicknell  in  his  work. 

Their  home  is  pervaded  with  an  ideal  lit- 
erary atmosphere,  practical,  sympathetic, 
refined.  A  large  library  selected  with  intel- 
ligence and  artistic  discrimination  adds  to 
its  charm. 

Mr.  Bicknell  was  appointed,  on  Novem- 
ber 1,  1901,  by  Hon.  James  (Wilson,  secre- 
tary of  agriculture  in  the  cabinet  of  Presi- 
dent Roosevelt,  special  agent  and  agricul- 
tural explorer  in  the  Bureau  of  Animal  In- 
dustry to  conduct  investigations  in  South 
America,  Central  America  and  Mexico,  and 
is  now  engaged  in  that  work. 

Few  young  men  in  Iowa  have  accomplished 
as  much  as  Mr.  Bicknell  at  his  age.  His  suc- 
cess has  not  been  wholly  the  fruit  of  his  high 
mental  capacity,  but  his  industry,  his  loy- 
alty and  his  heart  have  played  their  part  in 
it.  "He  has  deserved  it"  is  the  verdict  of 
his  Iowa  friends. 


TRIJWIN,  James  Henry,  the  well  known 
senator  from  Allamakee  county,  chairman  of 
the  code  supervising  committee,  which  had 
charge  of  the  preparation  of  the  new  code  of 
1897,  is  a  young  man  of  great  force  of  char- 
acter, who  has  commanded  attention  and  ad- 
miration because  of  his  valuable  services  to 
the  state  in  the  legislature.  He  is  the  son  of 
Henry  and  Mary  Trewin,  and  was  born  in 
Bloomingdale,  Illinois,  November  20,  1858. 
His  parents  were  of  sturdy  Welch-Engliah 
stock,  and  they  gave  to  the  world  a  son  wlio 
has  both  courage  and  energy.  He  had  but 
little  schooling  in  his  childhood,  living  on  a 
farm  and  starting  out  at  the  age  of  twelve  as 
a  farm  hand  at  ten  dollars  a  months,  support- 
ing himself  from  that  time  on.  Two  years 
later,  in  1872,  he  went  to  Chickasaw  county, 
where  he  worked  on  a  farm,  went  to  school, 
qualified  himself  to  teach  and  was  principal 
of  the  schools  in  Farley,  Dubuque  county,  and 
Delaware  county,  for  several  years.  He  at- 
tended Bradford  academy  in  Bradford,  Iowa, 
and  Lenox  college,  in  Hopkinton,  Iowa, 
During  all  this  time  he  was  working  toward 
the  accomplishment  of  his  ambition  to  be  a 
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lawyer,  and  in  1881,  having  saved  something 
to  carry  him  through  the  struggling  period, 
ho  entered  the  law  office  of  Robinson  & 
Powers,  of  Dubuque,  and  devoted  himself  to 
preparing  himself  for  admission  to  the  bar, 
a  task  which  he  accomplished  in  one  year. 
Following  his  admission  to  practice,  he  lo- 
cated at  Earlville,  Delaware  county,  and 
opened  an  office.  The  next  important  event 
in  his  life  was  his  marriage,  April  14,  1883, 
to  Miss  Mattie  E.  Rector,  of  that  town,  which 
has  added  much  to  his  success  in  life.  They 
have  one  son,  Harold  Rector,  born  in  1890, 
who  is  a  perfect  picture  of  his  father,  in 
feature  and  in  temperament. 


In  1889  Mr.  Trewin  felt  the  need  of  a 
larger  field,  so  he  moved  to  Lansing,  Alla- 
makee county,  where  he  has  built  up  and  re- 
tained a  practice  that  is  unusual  except  in 
larger  cities,  and  which  yields  a  handsome  in- 
come. He  also  has  a  branch  office  at  Cedar 
Rapids,  where  he  has  some  of  the  best  of  the 
law  practice  in  the  city.  He  has  given  his 
time  and  talents  almost  wholly  to  his  pro- 
fession, and  has  a  liking  for  contested  cases, 
in  which  he  has  been  very  successful.  Though 
Mr.  Trewin  was  mayor  of  Earlville  and  city 
attorney  of  Lansing,  he  has  not  sought  office 
and    his    subsequent    political    career    was 


largely  in  the  line  of  his  profession  and  came 
to  him  unsought. 

He  was  selected  in  1893  to  be  the  repub- 
lican nominee  for  member  of  the  house  from 
Allamakee  county,  and  quite  to  the  surprise 
of  his  opponents  and  the  public  generally,  he 
was  elected,  running  far  ahead  of  his  ticket 
and  defeating  one  of  the  strongest  democrats 
in  northeastern  Iowa,  Hon.  John  F.  Dayton. 
In  the  house  that  winter  he  was  recognized  as 
a  man  of  ability  and  made  chairman  of  the 
important  committee  on  municipal  corpora- 
tions. He  was  prominently  identified  with 
the  passage  of  the  mulct  law,  and  it  was  he 
who  secured  the  passage  of  the  bill  providing 
for  the  codifying  of  the  laws  by  a  commission. 
He  developed  the  capacity  for  an  almost  un- 
limited amount  of  hard  work ;  he  was  aggres- 
sive, effective  in  the  debates  in  the  house,  and 
established  himself  firmly  as  a  man  of  affairs. 
Two  years  later  he  was  nominated  and  elected 
senator  from  the  district  composed  of  the 
counties  of  Allamakee  and  Fayette,  and  again 
turned  a  former  democratic  majority  into  a 
fine  majority  for  himself. 

Senator  Trewin  was  appointed  chairman 
of  the  committee  on  schools,  and  as  such 
showed  that  he  had  an  intimate  knowledge  of 
educational  matters,  which  he  proceeded  to 
apply  with  fine  appreciation  of  the  practical 
needs  of  the  schools.  In  the  revision  of  the 
school  laws  he  had  an  opportunity  to  make 
many  improvements,  working  with  the  most 
advanced  educators,  and  bringing  about, 
quietly,  many  desirable  changes.  His  in- 
terest and  prominence  in  the  code  revision 
did  not  diminish  in  the  senate.  He  was  an 
important  factor  in  the  regular  and  extra  ses- 
sions, and  it  was  he  who  took  charge  of  the 
measure  reported  by  a  special  committee,  of . 
which  he  was  a  member,  providing  for  the 
annotation  and  publication  of  the  code  by  the 
state.  He  made  a  speech  in  the  senate,  ex- 
plaining it,  which  removed  all  opposition,  and 
the  bill  became  a  law.  Senator  Trewin  was 
afterward  elected  chairman  of  the  joint  legis- 
lative committee  which  had  charge  of  the 
publication  of  the  code,  and  followed  it  to 
successful  completion,  a  work  of  which  any 
lawyer  may  well  be  proud,  and  which  has 
been  of  immense  advantage,  professionally, 
to  the  members  of  the  committee.  He  hat 
been  often  called  the  "father  of  the  code." 
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Senator  Trewin  is  a  Mason,  Knight  Templar, 
Shriner  and  Knight  of  Pythias.  The  family 
attends  the  Presbyterian  church.  In  1901 
Senator  Trewin  was  a  candidate  for  the  re- 
publican nomination  for  governor,  being  next 
in  strength  to  the  successful  man,  A.  B.  Cum- 
mins, 


WADSWORTH,  Samukl  B.,  of  Council 
Bluffs,  was  born  in  Grand  de  Tour  township, 
Ogle  county,  Illinois,  February  22,  1851. 
His  parents,  Christopher  and  Matilda  Feas- 
ter   Wadsworth,    were   thrifty    farmers   and 


pioneers  of  Ogle  county.  Christopher  Wads- 
worth  was  a  descendant  of  Thomas  Wads- 
worth, one  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers,  and  in 
the  same  line  as  the  mother  of  lyongfellow. 
He  was  of  a  very  progressive  spirit  and  a 
general  favorite  among  his  neighlx>rs. 

Samuel  B.  Wadsworth  l>egan  his  educa- 
tion in  the  country  schools  of  Ogle  county. 
In  1S*»8,  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  he 
entered  Dixon  Seminary  at  Dixon.  Illinois, 
where  he  remained  for  one  year.  In  1873 
ami  1^74  he  attended  the  Illinois  State  Nor- 
mal Cniversity,  at  Normal,  Illinois.  ITe 
was  a    member  of  the   Wrightonian    Society 


and  was  selected  as  its  contest  orator  aud 
contest  debator  at  the  tame  time — an  honor 
that  was  never  conferred  upon  any  other 
person  in  the  history  of  the  university.  Ho 
declined  to  accept  the  appointment  as  ora- 
tor, but  took  part  in  the  debate,  of  which 
lion.  Newton  Bateman,  Vice  President  Ad- 
lai  Stevenson  and  Hpn.  E.  L.  Wells  were 
the  judges.  He  took  great  interest  in  sci- 
ence during  his  college  days,  and  was  afte in- 
wards appointed  secretary  of  the  State  Sci- 
entific Society  of  Illinois.  After  leaving 
college  Mr.  Wadsworth  became  superintend- 
ent of  the  schools  of  Heyworth,  and  was 
afterward  elected  superintendent  of  the  city- 
schools  of  Oregon,  Illinois,  in  1876,  which 
position  he  held  for  twelve  successive  years. 
In  1886  he  was  elected  president  of  the 
Northern  Illinois  Teachers'  Association,  and 
in  the  same  year  county  superintendent  of 
'he  schools  of  Ogle  county.  This  position 
he  resigned  to  move  to  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa, 
where  he  located  in  1887,  buying  the  attract 
office  of  Messrs.  Smith  &  Roberts.  This  was 
not  Mr.  Wadswortlfs  first  commercial  ven- 
ture, however,  as  he  had  been  connected  with 
the  firm  of  'Wadsworth,  Etnyre  A:  Co.,  of 
Oregon,  Illinois,  which  did  a  large  business 
in  loans  and  abstracts.  His  first  dollar  was 
earned  while  yet  a  small  l>ov,  by  pulling 
weeds  in  the  cornfields.  In  18S7  upon  the 
formation  of  the  Union  Abstract  k  Trust 
Company  of  Council  Bluffs,  Mr.  Wadsworth 
was  appointed  general  manager,  which  | na- 
tion he  still  holds. 

From  18*9  to  181)3  Mr.  Wadsworth  was 
secretary  of  the  Council  Bluffs  Board  of 
Trade.  ITe  was  admitted  to  the  practice  of 
law  in  1895  and  has  l>cen  in  active  practice 
ever  since.  Tie  has  always  lieen  a  demorr:ir, 
and  in  1888  was  elected  a  memlier  of  ti.e 
Park  Commission  of  the  city  of  Council 
Bluffs.  From  1889  to  1893  'he  was  chair- 
man of  the  democratic  county  central  com- 
mittee, and  was  then  selected  as  chairman 
of  the  democratic  committee  of  the  NiMth 
congressional  district,  of  which  committ«*c  he 
is  still  a  meml>er.  Tn  1892,  in  an  addr  -a 
lief  ore  the  democratic  state  convention,  held 
in  Council  Bluffs,  he  started  the  ball  rolling 
for  the  nomination  of  Horace  Boies  for 
president.     This  speech  was  published  in  all 
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the  daily  papers  of  the  western  part  of  the 
country.  In  1893  Mr.  Wadsworth  was  elect- 
ed a  member  of  the  board  of  county  com- 
missioners of  Pottawattamie  county,  and 
daring  1895  he  was  chairman  of  the  board. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Woodmen,  Royal 
Arcanum,  Knights  of  Pythias,  Elks,  Eagles, 
D.  0.  K.  K.,  Maccabees  and  Masonic  orders, 
and  belongs  to  the  Unitarian  church.  He 
was  married  October  11,  1883,  at  Oregon, 
Illinois,  to  Anna  E.  Etnyre,  daughter  of 
Daniel  Etnyre,  president  of  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank  of  that  city.  Two  children  have 
been  born  of  this  union:  Mary  M.,  born 
February  17,  1887,  and  Paul  E.,  born  No- 
vember 12,  1889.  In  1883  Mr.  Wadsworth 
added  to  his  already  large  store  of  know- 
ledge by  traveling  extensively  in  Europe. 

In  the  year  1897  he  was  elected  city  so- 
licitor of  Couneil  Bluffs,  which  position  he 
still  holds,  having  been  elected  for  a  second 
term.  In  the  fall  of  1900,  he  was  the  demo- 
cratic nominee  for  congressman  in  the  Ninth 
district  of  Iowa,  and  made  a  thorough  can- 
vass of  the  district,  and  was  defeated  by 
Judge  Walter  I.  Smith. 


WALLACE,  Joseph,  of  Eldora,  was  born 
in  Tyrone  county,  Ireland  in  1854.  He  is 
the  son  of  John  Wallace  and  Eleanor  Gra- 
ham Wallace.  They  were  farmers  and  of 
Scotch  ancestry  on  both  sides  of  the  family. 
In  1862  the  family  came  to  America'  and 
settled  on  a  farm  in  Marshall  county,  Iowa. 
Here  Joseph  Wallace  attended  school  when 
the  work  of  the  farm  permitted.  When  he 
was  twenty  years  old  he  had  fitted  himself 
for  teaching  school  and  two  years  later  he 
became  principal  of  the  public  school  in 
Union,  Hardin  county.  He  remained  in 
this  position  two  years,  when  he  was  elected 
to  a  better  position  as  superintendent  of  the 
city  schools  in  Waseca,  Minnesota.  During 
his  connection  with  public  school  work  Mr. 
Wallace  was  a  very  industrious  student,  hav- 
ing an  ambition  to  secure  a  higher  education 
and  advancement  in  his  profession  of  teach- 
ing. But  he  had  been  in  Waseca  but  a  year 
when  in  1877  his  business  instinct  attract- 
ed him  to  the  occupation  of  stock  raising. 
He  h<*d  been  well  trained  as  a  farmer  and  so 


he  decided  to  leave  the  school  room  and  go 
into  the  stock  business.  In  this  he  has  been 
eminently  successful.  He  has  large  ranch 
interests  in  the  West  and  owns  a  stock  and 
feeding  farm  near  St.  Paul  besides  his  farm 
of  eight  hundred  and  eighty  acres  in  Hardin 
county.  He  fattens  and  sends  to  market  cat- 
tle by  the  train  load  and  in  this  way  has  ac- 
cumulated a  handsome  fortune. 

September  11,  1878,  Mr.  Wallace  was 
married  to  Miss  Florence  C.  Doty  of  In- 
gersoll,  Canada.  They  have  two  children, 
Mabel  Canfield,  born  in  1879,  and  Bruce 
Graham,  born  in  1885.     Miss  Wallace  was 


graduated  from  Cornell  College  in  the  col- 
lagiate  and  oratorical  courses  in  1900  and 
then  traveled  in  Europe.  The  family  lives 
in  one  of  the  finest  residences  in  central 
Iowa. 

Senator  Wallace  has  always  voted  the  re- 
publican ticket.  He  was  for  six  years  a 
menil>er  of  the  board  of  supervisors  of  Ilard- 
in county,  at  the  time  the  new  court  house 
was  built  in  Eldora.  In  1897  he  was  nom- 
inated by  the  republicans  and  elected  sen- 
ator from  the  district  composed  of  Hardin, 
Wright  and  Hamilton  counties.  His  service 
in  the  legislature  has  not  only  been  satisfac- 
torv  to  his  constituents  but  valuable  to  the 
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state.  His  judgment  on  business  matters 
was  beneficial  to  the  senate  and  was  often 
sought  when  important  policies  were  to  be 
shaped.  Following  his  own  convictions  and 
voicing  the  sentiment  of  his  people,  he  se- 
cured the  passage  through  the  senate  of 
what  was  known  as  the  five-mile  limit  bill  in 
the  session  of  1900.  This  bill  prohibited  the 
existence  of  saloons  within  five  miles  of  any 
state  educational  institution.  It  had  not  been 
supposed  that  the  bill  could  pass  the  senate, 
and  it  was  done  through  the  influence  of  Sen- 
ator Wallace  and  some  of  his  personal 
friends.  The  bill  was  afterwards  defeated 
in  the  house  by  two  votes. 

With  all  his  efforts  crowned  with  success, 
a  popular  man  at  home  and  throughout  the 
state  wherever  he  is  known,  Senator  Wal- 
lace  has  every  reason  for  being  a  contented 
man.  Whenever  he  has  been  a  candidate 
for  office  he  has  run  ahead  of  his  ticket.  He 
belongs  to  the  Methodist  church  and  is  ac- 
tively interested  in  the  affairs  of  his  lo- 
cality. 


WETTSTEIN,  Fbank  Eugene,  of  La 
Porte  City,  cashier  of  the  First  National 
BBank  of  that  place,  is  one  of  the  ener- 
getic? and  successful  young  bankers  of  the 
state. 

His  father,  Otto  Wettatein  of  Rochelle, 
Illinois,  was  a  pioneer  of  Northern  Illinois, 
locating  at  Rochelle  in  1857,  and  being  of 
over  forty  years  engaged  in  the  business  of 
watchmaking  at  that  place.  He  was  noted 
all  over  that  part  of  the  country  for  his 
skill  as  a  mechanic. 

His  grandfather,  Theodore  Wettstein,  was 
proprietor  of  the  Milwaukee  house  in  the 
city  of  that  name  back  in  the  "forties,"  and 
in  the  early  history  of  that  place  his  name 
will  be  found  as  a  leader  of  German  society, 
and  as  the  founder  of  its  first  Musical  As- 
sociation. 

Mr.  Wettstein's  maternal  grandfather, 
Thomas  Tracy,  was  a  native  of  Vermont,  in 
which  state  he  was  prominent  as  a  business 
man.  He  was  a  delegate  from  that  state  to 
the  convention  at  which  the  Republican 
party  had  its  birth. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  at 
Rochelle,     Illinois,     June    6,    1867.     His 


education  was  derived  from  the  excellent 
high  school  of  that  place,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1884,  taking  highest  honors 
of  the  school  up  to  that  time.  Following 
his  school  days  he  spent  two  years  in  the 
employ  of  his  father,  but  finding  the  busi- 
ness distasteful,  in  1886  he  entered  the  Ro- 
chelle National  Bank  as  janitor,  messenger 
and  collection  clerk.  By  diligent  attention 
to  business,  and  especially  by  the  habit  of 
reading  everything  that  he  could  find  that 
would  increase  his  knowledge  of  the  causes 
of  success  on  part  of  the  leaders  of  the  bank- 
ing business,  he  had  in  1889  risen  to  a  po- 


sition of  responsibility  in  the  bank.  Dur- 
ing the  time  he  was  employed  in  the  Ro- 
chelle National  Bank  he  had  been  an  oc- 
casional visitor  to  La  Porte  City,  and  hia 
business  judgment  telling  him  that  it  was  a 
good  place  for  a  second  bank,  he  was  suc- 
cessful in  bringing  about  its  organization, 
a  majority  of  its  stock  being  held  by  his 
Rochelle  friends. 

The  entire  management  of  the  institution 
has  been  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Wettstein, 
and  its  record  for  conservative  accommoda- 
tion of  its  customers  has  been  equal  to  its 
freedom  from  losses,  the  latter  amounting 
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only  to  $97.00  in  eleven  years,  and  that 
loss  on  a  loan  made  against  Mr.  Wettstein's 
desires  by  the  former  president  of  the  bank. 

Mr.  Wettstein  has  made  the  stndy  of 
banking  and  real  estate  law  his  constant 
habit  during  the  course  of  his  business,  and 
has  added  a  very  extensive  local  real  estate 
and  loan  business  to  the  business  of  the  First 
National  Bank.  He  has  been  for  years  a 
member  of  the  Iowa  Bankers'  Association, 
and  takes  the  greatest  interest  in  all  of  its 
meetings,  occasionally  appearing  on  its  pro- 
gram. 

Besides  his  profession,  Mr.  Wettstein  finds 
time  to  do  considerable  church  and  social 
work.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church,  and  has  been  prominent  in  the  work 
of  the  Christian  Endeavor  Society.  He  was 
for  years  president  of  the  Young  People's 
Society  of  Waterloo  Presbytery,  and  has 
been  also  president  of  various  Sunday  school 
organizations.  His  voice  is  frequently  heard 
on  the  platform  of  the  conventions  of  Christ- 
ian Endeavor  and  Sabbath  school  societies. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic,  Mac- 
cabean,  and  Knights  of  Pythias  Fraternities, 
and  finds  his  greatest  enjoyment  in  life  in 
squaring  his  conduct  by  the  useful  teachings 
of  these  orders.  In  everything  that  goes  to 
advance  the  interests  of  his  town  he  is  in- 
terested both  financially  and  as  a  worker, 
and  he  thinks  that  to  be  a  citizen  of  Iowa  is 
a  privilege  that  ought  to  make  any  man 
swell  with  patriotism,  and  resolve  to  add  to 
its  lustre  as  a  commonwealth  by  his  most 
untiring  efforts.  In  politics  Mr.  Wettstein 
has  always  been  independent,  but  he  was  a 
staunch  supporter  of  McKinley  in  1896  and 
again  in  1900.  He  was  in  1896  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  McKinley  Club,  and  in  its  meet- 
ings and  elsewhere  took  a  leading  part  in 
advancing  the  cause  of  the  Republican  party. 

Mr.  Wettstein  was  married  on  September 
22,  1896  to  Miss  Maud  Wagoner,  of  La 
Porte  City. 


PERKINS,  Royal  Austin,  president  of 
the  First  National  Bank  of  La  Porte  City, 
is  a  native  of  Ohio,  born  in  Noble  county, 
September  11,  1840.  His  father,  Edward 
Perkins,  served  in  the  United  States  army 


in  the  latter  part  of  the  War  of  1812.  He 
was  a  native  of  New  Jersey  but  removed  to 
Ohio,  settling  in  Noble  county  in  1800  and 
removing  subsequently  to  Washington  coun- 
ty in  the  same  state.  In  1818  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Cynthia  Pixley,  daughter  of  Argalus 
Pixley,  who  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  the 
Revolution  and  afterwards  settued  in  Massa- 
chusetts where  he  engaged  in  school  teaching. 
R.  A.  Perkins  grew  to  manhood  in  the 
Buckeyt  state  and  received  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  common  country  school,  held  in 
the  invariable  log  school  house  of  the  period. 
Free  schools   were  then   unknown   and   the 


teacher's  salary  was  paid  by  the  parents  of 
the  pupils.  In  1866,  in  his  twenty-sixth 
year,  Mr.  Perkins  came  to  Iowa  with  his 
father  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Bruce  town- 
ship, Benton  county.  They  were  among 
the  pioneers  of  that  section  of  the  state  and 
the  nearest  railway  was  twenty-five  miles 
distant.  Mr.  Perkins  engaged  in  farming 
and  stock  raising  in  which  he  was  very  suc- 
cessful. In  1891  he  removed  to  La  Porte 
City,  Black  Hawk  county,  and  three  years 
later,  in  1894,  he  was  elected  president  of 
the  First  National  Bank  of  that  city,  a  posi- 
tion which  he  still  holds.  He  has  also  been 
a  director  in    the    La  Porte  City  Electric 
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Light  and  Water  Company  since  its  organi- 
zation in  1893. 

Mr.  Peskins  is  a  lifelong  republican,  hav- 
ing cast  his  first  vote  for  president  for  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  in  1864.  He  is  a  member  of 
Trowel  Lodge  No.  210  Ancient  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  of  La  Porte  City,  and 
takes  a  deep  and  active  interest  in  its  work. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 

In  1875  at  Vinton,  Iowa,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Catherine  Gingrich,  of  Bruce 
township.    They  have  no  children. 


WALSH  BROS.,  of  Clinton,  a  firm  of  six 
brothers,  compose  probably  the  most  unique 


EDMUND  C    WALSH. 

and  successful  firm  of  lawyers  in  the  State 
or  in  the  Nation.  Born,  reared  and  educat- 
ed in  their  native  State,  they  arc  distinc- 
tively an  Iowa  product.  All  are  graduates 
of  the  High  School  at  Clinton;  all  have  fid- 
lowed  this  up  with  a  course  in  law  at  the 
State  rniwrsity  of  Iowa;  all  have  returned 
to  labor  together  for  mutual  advancement 
and  profit.  E.  C.  Walsh,  the  eldest,  suc- 
ceeded to  the  extensive  law  practice  of  Hon. 
Aylett   R.  Cotton,  Congressman  and  Judge, 


MARK  A    WALSH 


upon  the  removal  of  that  distinguished  jur- 
ist to  California  in  lss:5.  He  immediately 
attained  einir.cnce  «t  the  bar.     His  charming 


JAMES  W.  WALSH 
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CHAKLtS  H    WALSH. 

jHTxmalir  v  made  friends  of  the*  hundreds  of 
rlionts  which  his  ability  attracted,  while  his 
mii|Uc*tioiic*d  honor  and  integrity  won  judge 
jiimI  jury.      Meanwhile  his  l)oundless  energy 


and  capacity  for  labor  was  not  confined  to 
the  practice  of  the  law.  His  faculty  for 
organization  led  him  into  the  financial  world, 
where  the  success  of  his  firm  has  been  mar- 
velous. The  financial  undertakings  of  the 
firm  now  embrace  many  millions  and  extend 
to  a  dozen  different  states.  In  Iowa  these 
young  financiers  control  and  operate  electric 
railway,  electric  light,  steam  heating  and  gas 
companies  at  Clinton,  Davenport  and  Bur- 
lington, and  their  holdings  in  these  lines  are 
constantly  increasing.  The  coal  is  obtained 
from  their  own  mine  located  at  Xorris,  Illi- 
nois.    They  are  among  the  largest  owners  of 


ALFRED  E    WALSH 


EUGENE  J.  WALSH. 

realty  at  Clinton,  and  have  choice  business 
sites  in  all  three  cities.  The  varied  opera- 
tions of  the  firm  are  each  in  charge  of  com- 
petent managers,  under  the  direction  of  the 
firm.  In  addition  to  this,  their  legal  busi- 
ness has  grown  enormously.  Law  offices  are 
mainained  both  in  Clinton  and  in  Chicago, 
and  their  time  is  now  mostly  devoted  to  cor- 
poration law  and  to  practice  in  the  Supreme 
and  Federal  Courts.  They  are  attorneys  for 
the  Chicago  &  North  Western  Railway  Com- 
pany; the  I).,  R.  I.  k  X.  W.  Railway  Com- 
pany; the  Postal  Telegraph;  American  Ex- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


630 


PROGRESSIVE    MEN   OF    IOWA. 


press,  Western  Union  Telegraph  and  many 
large  commercial  corporations  in  Iowa  and 
in  Chicago. 

Personally  the  brothers  are  social  in  their 
nature,  and  while  too  busy  to  devote  much 
time  to  society,  are  members  of  a  great  many 
clubs  and  fraternities. 

They  have  all  traveled  extensively  at 
home  and  abroad,  and  are  entertaining 
writers  and  speakers.  The  names  in  the 
order  of  their  ages  are:  Edmund  C,  Mark 
A.,  James  W.,  Charles  H.,  Alfred  E.  and 
Eugene  J.  The  home  life  is  ideal.  The 
parents  when  not  seeking  recreation  in  travel, 
enjoy  the  quiet  life  of  Clinton. 


MITCHELL,  William  O.,  lawyer  and 
farmer,  residing  in  Corning,  was  born  in 
Van  Buren  county,  Iowa,  April  4,  1846.  His 
parents,  George  and  Sarah  M.  Mitchell,  were 
natives  of  Kentucky,  and  came  to  Iowa  in 
1840,  engaging  in  farming.  William  O., 
the  second  of  their  five  children,  at  the  age 
of  sixteen  years  enlisted  in  the  war  for  the 
Union,  joining  Company  C,  Thirteenth  lows 
Volunteer  infantry,  and  served  three  years. 
Eight  months  of  that  time  he  lay  in  southern 
rebel  prisons,  including  Andersonville,  Salis- 
bury and  Florence.  He  finally  escaped 
from  Florence.  T^e  horrors  he  suffered,  in 
common  with  many  other  "boys  in  blue,"  are 
too  well  known  to  need  recital.  Mr.  Mit- 
chell was  in  the  siege  of  Vicksburg  and  in 
many  other  important  engagements,  escaping 
rebel  bullets,  however,  without  injury.  After 
the  war  he  graduated  at  Cornell  College, 
Mt.  Vernon,  Iowa,  and  immediately  began 
the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Stuart 
Brothers  in  Chariton,  Iowa,  and  was  admit- 
ted to  the  bar  in  1872.  He  has  ever  since 
been  in  active  practice.  He  has  for  some  time 
been  engaged  also  in  farming  and  stock- 
raising.  He  has  an  estate  of  some  700  acres 
of  land,  situated  in  the  heart  of  the  famous 
Blue  Grass  region.  Probably  no  man  in  the 
country  has  done  more  to  call  attention  to 
the  matchless  resources  of  the  eighteen  coun- 
ties embraced  in  this  tract.  Knowing  its 
agricultural  and  mineral  resources,  he  en- 
listed with  enthusiasm   in  the  development 


of  an  important  section,  and  has  been  par- 
ticularly active  as  a  member  of  the  Blue- 
Grass  League,  of  which  he  is  now  president. 

Senator  Mitchell  was  married  in  1876  to 
Miss  Dora  Conger  of  Washington,  Iowa, 
who  died  in  1881.  In  1886  he  was  married 
to  Helen  E.,  daughter  of  A.  H.  Craffee,  the 
architect,  a  resident  of  Corning.  Two  chil- 
dren were  born  to  him :  Dora,  born  in  1879, 
and  Helen,  born  in  1888.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  G.  A.  R.  as  well  as  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church. 

In  1891  he  was  elected  representative  to 
the  Twenty-fourth  General  Assembly,  being 


the  first  republican  elected  to  the  house 
from  Adams  county  in  fourteen  years.  He 
ran  only  seventeen  votes  behind  the  head  of 
the  ticket,  although  the  democrats  and  the 
people's  partv  fused  on  their  candidate.  No 
higher  mark  of  respect  and  esteem  could  be 
given  him  by  the  people  of  Adams  county 
thin  in  his  election  in  November,  1891,  when 
su|?h  odd*-  were  against  him.  Another  ex- 
traordinary honor  awaited  him  upon  his  en- 
trance to^  the  legislature.  Against  all 
precedent  lie  *  was  elected  speaker  of  the 
house  in  his  first  term,  being  recognized  as 
possessing  pre-eminent  qualifications  for  the 
position.     He  served  with  complete  satisfac- 
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tion  to  the  house,  administering  its  business 
not  only  with  efficiency,  but  with  fairness 
and  consideration  for  all  interests.  Two 
years  later  he  was  re-elected  to  the  house, 
and  not  being  a  candidate  for  the  speakership, 
served  in  the  capacity  of  chairman  of  the 
ways  and  means  committee,  helping  to  shape 
the  finances  of  the  state. 

His  work  in  the  lower  house  so  commend- 
ed him  to  the  people  that  he  was  in  1895 
nominated  and  elected  to  the  senate  from 
the  district  composed  of  Adams  and  Taylor 
counties,  serving  in  the  regular  session  of 
1896  and  the  special  session  of  1898.  Sena- 
tor Mitchell  was  always  regarded  as  a  safe, 
conservative  legislator,  who  did  not  seek  to 
make  a  show,  but  whose  achievements  were 
of  the  best  kind,  most  useful  to  the  state. 

Senator  Mitchell  has  won  prominence  by 
the  ability  he  has  shown  in  his  profession ; 
as  a  business  man  his  energy  and  good  man- 
agement have  brought  him  compliments;  as 
a  citizen  he  is  public  spirited,  generous  and 
progressive,  always  being  ready  to  assist  in 
advancing  the  public  interests  of  his  town, 
county  and  state.  His  friends  know  him  as 
an  honest,  faithful  and  valuable  friend,  a 
good  neighbor  and  a  cultivated  gentleman  of 
taste  and  refinement. 


CONAWAY,  Chables  D.,  M.  D.  Con- 
spicuous  among  the  leading  physicians  of 
eastern  Iowa,  and  Poweshiek  county,  we  find 
the  name  of  C.  D.  Con  away  of  Brooklyn. 
Dr.  Conaway  was  born  in  Harrison  county, 
Ohio,  September  25,  1834.  He  was  the  son 
of  Charles  Conaway,  a  farmer  in  that  county, 
and  Francis  (Arnold)  Conaway.  Charles 
Conaway  was  born  in  Maryland,  in  1796, 
and  was  the  son  of  Michael  Conaway,  a  na- 
tive of  Ireland,  who  came  to  this  country 
before  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  partici- 
pated in  that  struggle.  His  wife  was  Eliza- 
beth Davis,  a  native  of  Scotland.  They  were 
the  parents  of  six  children,  three  boys  and 
three  girls.  The  two  eldest  sons  were  in  the 
war  of  1812  under  General  Harrison. 
Frances  (Arnold)  Conaway  was  bom  in 
Pennsylvania  in  1801.  Her  father's  name 
was  B.  Arnold  and  her  mother's  name  Mary 
Cullum.  They  were  born  in  Maryland  and 
married    in   Pennsylvania.      To   them   were 


born  three  sons  and  five  daughters.  About 
the  year  1799  B.  Arnold  bought  640  acres 
of  land  in  eastern  Ohio  where  he  thought, 
from  the  government  survey,  the  county  seat 
of  Harrison  county  would  be  located,  but 
missed  the  location  a  half  mile.  He  soon 
afterward  died  and  about  1808  his  wife 
moved  with  her  family  upon  this  land  and 
her  eldest  son  was  elected  sheriff  of  Harri- 
son county  for  several  consecutive  terms. 
The  two  oldest  sons,  James  and  Reason, 
served  in  the  war  of  1812  under  General 
Harrison. 

The  chances  for  early  education  of  Dr. 
Conaway  were  very  limited.    He  was  obliged 


to  walk  two  miles,  over  hills  and  hollows,  to  a 
log  school  house,  with  slab  benches  for  scats, 
and  fourteen  inch  oak  boards,  suspended  on 
wooden  pins  driven  into  the  logs,  for  desks. 
The  tuition  was  free  two  to  three  months 
of  the  year,  and  on  subscription  two  months, 
the  master  to  be  supplied  with  plenty  of 
beech  rods,  four  to  six  feet  long  with  which 
to  keep  order.  The  first  schooling  our  sub- 
ject had  away  from  home  was  in  the  Mc- 
Neally  Normal  school  at  Hopedale,  Ohio, 
where  he  attended  two  and  one-half  years. 
One  year  of  this  time  he  was  a  classmate  of 
General  George  L.  Custer,  then  a  fair-haired 
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boy  of  nineteen  years ;  very  bright  and  ener- 
getic. After  leaving  this  institution,  Mr. 
Conaway  taught  school  and  farmed  until 
1863,  when  he  took  a  two  years  course  in 
Haysville  College,  at  Haysville,  Ohio.  He 
located  in  Brooklyn,  Iowa,  in  1867,  where  he 
commenced  the  study  of  medicine  with  his 
brother,  Dr.  John  Conaway,  and  Dr.  Busby 
as  his  tutors.  He  finished  his  course  of  read- 
ing under  their  instructions  and  took  his 
first  two  courses  of  medical  lectures  at  the 
Eclectic  Medical  College  in  Cincinnati  in 
18t>8-t>.  He  located  in  Brooklyn,  Iowa,  as 
physician  and  surgeon  in  June,  1861).  In 
1871  he  formed  a  partnership  with  his  broth- 
er, John  Conaway,  M.  I).,  which  continued 
until  1881,  when  Dr.  I.  X.  Busby  became 
associated  with  them,  and  the  firm  was  then 
known  as  Conaway  Bros.  A:  Busby.  Dr.  John 
Conaway,  the  senior  partner,  died  in  iss:j. 
The  firm  continued  under  the  name  of  Cona- 
way and  Busby  for  a  time  and  was  then  dis- 
solved. Dr.  Conaway  has  a  very  large  and 
successful  practice. 

Dr.  Conaway  was  a  democrat  until  18b\'5. 
since  which  time  he  has  l>een  an  enthusiastic 
republican.  He  joined  the  Odd  Fellows 
lodge  in  1S(»;5,  and  the  Masons  in  1871,  and 
has  l>een  an  active  member  of  the  Methodist 
church  since  1840.  He  has  been  twice  mar- 
ried;  the  first  time  to  Margaret  McClintick. 
To  them  were  l>orn  three  sons,  two  of  which 
died  in  infancy,  while  the  oldest,  John  W. 
Conaway,  is  now  a  physician  and  surgeon  at 
Hartley,  Iowa.  Mrs.  Conaway  died  in  18(54, 
and  in  ISfJS  Dr.  Conaway  again  married; 
this  time,  Julia  Anna  Busby.  To  them 
has  lieen  born  four  children,  two  sons  and 
two  daughters.  Earl  D'llone,  died  at  the 
age  of  four  years;  Jennie  Independence, 
born  July  4,  1876,  diet!  December  2S,  1800; 
Charles  Busby,  born  December  25,  1882  ,and 
Dora  Alice,  born  February  26,  1884.  The 
two  latter  are  now  in  school,  and  are  both 
active  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church. 


WRIGHT,  Craig  Lvselles,  one  of  the 
prominent  lawyers  of  northwestern  Iowa, 
comes  from  a  family  of  famous  lawyers  and 
distinguished  stat<**men.     His  uncle,  Joseph 


A.  Wright,  was  one  of  the  great  lawyers  of 
Indiana  and  was  governor  of  the  state  from 
1850  to  1857.  At  the  expiration  of  his  term 
President  Buchanan  apointed  him  minister 
to  Prussia.  A  younger  brother  who  studied 
law  with  Governor  Wright,  was  George  G. 
Wright,  who  moved  to  Iowa  in  1840,  settling 
at  Keosauqua,  where  he  entered  upon  the 
practice  of  his  profession.  He  soon  became 
prominent  as  a  whig  politician,  and  in  1848 
was  elected  to  the  state  senate,  serving  four 
years.  In  1850  he  was  a  whig  candidate 
for  congress  in  the  First  Iowa  district,  but 
the  democrats  had  a  decided  majority  in  the 
district  and  he  was  defeated.  In  1885  he  was 
elected  by  the  General  Assembly  one  of  the 
judges  of  the  supreme  court,  in  which  }>osi- 
tion,  both  as  associate  and  chief  jusetice,  he 
served  with  distinguished  ability  for  fifteen 
years.  In  1870  he  was  chosen  Tinted  States 
senator  for  a  full  term  of  six  years,  at  the 
close  of  which  he  declined  a  re-election,  and 
returned  to  the  practice  of  law  in  De>  Moines. 
He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  State 
Agricultural  Society,  and  for  several  years 
its  president.  He  was  also  for  a  long  time 
one  of  the  directors  of  the  Chicago,  R<>ek 
Island  &  Pacific  Railway  Company,  president 
of  the  Polk  County  Savings  Bank,  president 
of  the  Security  Loan  and  Trust  Company, 
and  of  the  Pioneer  Lawmakers'  Association 
of  Iowa.  For  almost  half  a  century  Judge 
Wright  was  one  of  the  most  widely  known, 
and  highly  estemed  of  the  public  meu  of  the 
state  and  respected  all  classes  of  citizens. 

In  1843  at  Keosauqua  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Hannah  M.  Dibble, 
daughter  of  Hon.  Thomas  Dibble,  who  was 
one  of  the  framers  of  the  state  constitution 
of  1840.  She  was  a  woman  of  great  de- 
cision of  character,  of  broad  philanthropy 
and  firm  principle.  In  October,  1V»3, 
Judge*  Wright  and  his  wife  celebrate! 
their  golden  wedding  at  their  home  in  Pe< 
Moines  in  the  presence  of  children,  grand- 
children and  many  life  long  friends.  J udce 
Wright  died  January  11,  1S1M>,  and  his  wife 
followed  him  in  June,  18!»7. 

Three  of  their  sons  chose  the  profe^M«m 
in  which  their  father  and  uncle  had  attained 
high  rank  and  have  already  won  distinction 
as  lawyers  of  marked  ability.  Thomas  S., 
before   his    untimelv   death,   had   lonj?   been 
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recognized   as  one  of  the  foremost  lawyers 
in    Iowa,   and   had   been   called   to   Chicago 
to    become   chief   solicitor  of   the   Chicago, 
Rock   Island  &  Pacific  Railway   Company. 
Carroll,  the  third  son,  is  one  of  the  ablest 
uf  the  young  lawyers  of  the  capital  city,  and 
is  the  attorney  of  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island 
A:  Pacific  Railway  Company  for  Iowa.    Craig 
L.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  is  the  second 
son  of  Judge  Wright.     He  was  born  at  Keo- 
sauqua,  Van  Buren  county,    December    5, 
1S46.     After  attending  the  public  school  for 
several  years,  he  became  a  student  in  the 
Academy  at  Keosauqua  under  the  Rev.  D. 
Law  until  1862,  when  he  entered  the  State 
University    at    Iowa    City,    graduating    in 
1867.     He  then  took  a  course  in  the  law 
school  at  Des  Moines  established  by  Judges 
Wright  and  Cole  and  Prof.  Hammond,  where 
he  graduated  in  1868.     He  immediately  de- 
termined to  locate  in  Sioux  City,,  and  bor- 
rowing funds  to  meet  expenses,  he  reached 
that    promising     frontier    town,    and    soon 
formed   a   partnership  with   Hon.    Wm.    L. 
Joy,  who  had  served  two  terms  in  the  General 
Assembly.     The  firm  acquired  a  large  prac- 
tice in  northwestern  Iowa,  as  that  region  was 
settled,  and  Sioux  City  became  a  populous 
and  prosperous  metropolis  for  southeastern 
Dakota,  southwestern  Minnesota  and  north- 
eastern   Nebraska,   as   well  as   northwestern 
Iowa.    Its  growth  was  phenomenal  from  1880 
to  1890,  when  it  became  the  second  city  in 
size  and  business  in  the  state.     In  ten  years 
its  population  had    grown    from    7,376    to 
to  37,806.     In  1887  the  partnership  of  Joy 
&    Wright    terminated    and    Mr.     Wright 
opened  an  office  by  himself,  conducting  his 
extensive   practice  alone,  until   1890,  when 
he  formed  a  partnership  with  Hon.  E.  H. 
Hubbard.     In  1896  A.  F.   Call  was  taken 
into  the  firm,  which  whs  styled  Wright,  Call 
A:  Hubbard.     The  business  of  the  firm  has 
been   largely   along  the  line  of  corporation 
work;   and  for  many  years  they  have  had 
charge  of  the  legal  business  of  several  rail- 
roads,  street   railways  and   important  cases 
growing  out  of  railroad  land  grants.      Mr. 
Wright  has  since  1886  been  a  director  and 
vice  president    of    the     Security    National 
Bank,  and  attorney  for  that  and  other  banks 
in  the  city.    He  never  sought  political  office, 
though  a  life  long  republican,  preferring  to 
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give  his  undivided  attention  to  his  profes- 
sional work.  He  nevertheless  took  a  deep  in- 
terest in  state  and  national  politics,  attend- 
ing nearly  all  of  the  state  republican  con- 
ventions since  1868. 

He  was  married  April  22,  1873,  to  Miss 
Kate  P.  Van  Dyke  of  Keokuk.  They  have 
two  children:  Wilfred  L.,  born  May,  1877, 
now  a  student  at  Cornell  University,  New 
York;  and  May  L.,  born  February  8,  1884. 


DAVIS,  James  Cox,  of  Keokuk,  is  the 
eldest  son  and  child  of  C.  F.  and  Caroline  T. 


Davis.  He  was  born  in  Keokuk,  Lee  county, 
Iowa,  on  September  2,  1857,  and  received 
his  general  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
that  city  and  at  Hellmuth  Boys'  College,  at 
London,  Ontario.  He  studied  law  in  his  na- 
tive place  with  Hon.  P.  T.  Lomax  and  with 
the  firm  of  Gillmore  &  Anderson,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  on  August  17,  1877. 
With  a  fine  natural  ability  for  his  profession, 
he  has,  by  close  application  and  unswerving 
industry,  achieved  honor  and  distinction  at 
the  bar  and  is  recognized  as  the  foremost 
member  of  Lee  county.  He  has  no  specialty 
in  the  law,  but  is  equally  at  home  in  any  of 
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its  branches.  Among  the  notable  cases 
solely  conducted  by  him  is  the  "Original 
Package"  case,  officially  known  as  Leisy  vs. 
Hardin,  decided  by  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States  April  20,  1890,  in  which 
the  prohibitory  law  of  Iowa  was  held  un- 
constitutional so  far  as  it  interfered  with 
interstate  commerce.  In  politics  Mr.  Davis 
is  a  republican  of  liberal  tendencies.  Al- 
though at  times  mentioned  for  offices  of  high 
honor  and  distinction,  he  has  declined  to  en- 
ter public  life  except  in  so  far  as  his  duties 
as  a  private  citizen  require  him  to  take  part 
in  party  confentions. 

In  1897  he  was  a  delegate  to  the  national 
republican  convention  at  St.  Louis.  In  the 
earlier  part  of  his  career,  before  the  demands 
of  his  profession  were  so  great,  he  consented 


to  serve  his  native  city  in  two  capacities.  On 
April  11,  1 88 1,  he  was  elected  city  attorney 
and  was  re-elected  on  April  9,  1883.  In 
April,  1885,  he  was  elected  mayor  and  was 
re-elected  in  April,  1886.  Mr.  Davis  was 
selected  by  the  republican  state  committee 
to  be  temporary  chairman  of  the  state  con- 
vention in  Cedar  Rapids,  August  7,  1901, 
and  presided  over  that  great  convention  with 
satisfaction  to  all. 

Mr.  Davis  was  married  on  December  io, 
1884,  to  Clara  Belle  Mooar,  daughter  of 
Judge  D.  Mooar  of  Keokuk.  There  were 
born  to  them  three  children:  Mooar,  Ora 
and  Thistle  Davis.  Mrs.  Davis  died  March 
21,  1895.  Mr.  Davis  is  a  member  of  the  St. 
John's  Episcopal  church. 
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ANDERSON,  Edwin,  of  Ruthven  (see 
page  302,  Vol.  I.),  was  elected  to  the  legisla- 
ture by  the  democrats  from  the  representa- 
tive district  composed  of  Clay  and  Palo  Alto 
counties  in  1897,  and  served  with  credit  to 
himself  in  the  legislature  in  1898.  The  dis- 
trict is  normally  republican  by  1,000  major- 
ity, while  Mr.  Anderson  was  elected  as  a 
democrat  by  452  majority. 


BALDWIN,  John  N.,  of  Council  Bluffs 
fsee  page  284,  Vol.  I.),  was  one  of  the  re- 
publican nominees  for  elector  at  large  in 
19O0  and  was  a  prominent  figure  in  the  cam- 
paign, delivering  many  speeches  in  Iowa  and 
neighboring  states. 


BENNETT,  A.  T.,  of  Carroll  (see  page 
372,  Vol.  I.),  was  elected  member  of  the 
house  from  Carroll  county  in  1899,  having 
a  majority  of  448  in  a  county  which  gave 
the  regular  democratic  ticket  311  majority 
that  year.  Mr.  Bennett,  owing  to  his  per- 
sonal popularity,  ran  759  votes  ahead  of  his 
ticket. 


BICKNELL,  A.  D.,  of  Humboldt  (se<3 
page  456,  Vol.  T.),  has  been  called  upon  to 
mourn  the  death  of  his  second  son,  Charles 
Mills  Bicknell,  who  died  August  5,  1900. 
His  death  was  caused  by  typhoid  pneumonia 
after  he  had  suffered  a  breakdown  in  health, 
the  result  of  overwork  in  the  University  of 
Chicago.  He  was  a  youth  of  extraordinary 
promise.  He  had  won  unusual  honors  in 
his  work  and  was  beloved  for  his  gentle  and 
unselfish  character  by  all  who  knew  him 
wherever  he  went. 


BLANCHARD,  Senator  L.  C,  of  Oska- 
loosa  fsee  page  285,  Vol.  I.),  was  re-elected 
state  senator  from  Mahaska  county  in  1899. 
In  1900  he  was  a  candidate  for  the  republi- 
can nomination  for  supreme  judge  and  was 
the  second  in  strength  in  that  convention, 
narrowly  missing  the  nomination  by  reason 
of  unavoidable  complications  at  the  close  of 
the  contest. 


BLOODGOOD,  Freeman  H.,  city  super- 
intendent of  schools,  East  Waterloo  (see 
page  247,  Vol.  I.),  served  as  city  superin- 
tendent in  Vinton  after  retiring  from  the 
county  superintendency  of  Fayette  county 
at  the  end  of  1899  after  serving  three  terms. 
His  promotion  in  the  educational  world  was 
rapid,  for  in  the  summer  of  1900  he  was 
elected  city  superintendent  in  East  Waterloo 
and  is  now  serving  in  that  capacity. 

BOLTER,  Lemuel  R.,  the  well  known 
lawyer,  politician  and  legislator,  whose  char- 
acter sketch  will  be  found  on  page  143  of 
this  volume,  died  at  his  home  in  Logan, 
April  29,  1901.  He  had  never  been  the 
same  after  the  death  of  his  wife  in  1899. 
From  that  time  on  he  lost  interest  in  life, 
lacked  ambition  and  was  permanently  af- 
fected in  his  whole  life  by  the  loss  of  the 
cherished  wife  who  had  been  his  companion 
for  forty-three  years.  He  realized  that  h»s 
end  was  near  and  had  no  desire  to  tarry.  His 
farewell  address  to  the  senate  upon  its  ad- 
journment in  April,  1900,  will  long  be  re- 
membered by  those  who  heard  it.  His  end 
was  peaceful  and  composed,  and  it  is  said  of 
him  that  'Tie  had  no  regrets,  no  longings 
for  a  continuance  of  life,  and  passed  away 
apparently  as  content  as  one  could  desire  to 
be."  At  the  funeral  addresses  were  made 
by  Lieutenant  Governor  Milliman,  Judge 
John  F.  Oliver  and  Judge  Wakefield,  and 
'the  occasion  was  a  deeply  impressive  one. 
The  Harrison  county  bar  appointed  a  com- 
mittee whicli  passed  resolutions  of  sympathy, 
declaring  him  to  be  the  oldest  member  of  the 
Harrison  county  bar  and  "one  of  the  strong- 
est towers  of  our  profession,  one  distinguish- 
ed as  an  advocate  at  the  bar." 


BRUNSON,  A.  A.,  of  Algona  (see  page 
530,  Vol.  I.),  died  very  suddenly  at  his  home 
in  Algona,  Saturday,  August  4,  1900,  of 
heart  disease.  He  had  been  warned  two 
years  before  by  a  specialist  that  he  might 
die  at  any  time  of  heart  disease.  He  got  his 
business  affairs  in   condition,  but  kept  the 
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secret  from  his  family  so  they  would  not 
worry  about  it.  It  had  no  effect  on  his 
cheerful  disposition  but  drew  him  more 
closely  to  his  home.  The  Algona  Upper  Des 
Moines  says  of  him  that  "there  was  not  a 
man  in  Algona  who  had  a  wider  personal  ac- 
quaintance and  his  acquaintances  grew  to  be 
friends.  While  he  was  aggressive  in  politics, 
he  was  so  outspoken  in  his  support  or  oimo- 
sition  that  even  the  men  he  defeated  always 
admired  him  and  the  men  he  worked  with 
were  drawin  to  him  by  strong  ties.  He  had 
sterling  qualities.  He  was  uncompromising 
in  his  support  of  republican  principles  and 
no  personal  disappointment  ever  caused  nim 
to  waver  when  he  came  to  the  polk.  He  had 
many  of  the  qualities  of  a  great  orator  ;i>kI 
possessed  the  enthusiasm  which  enabled  aim 
to  make  his  convictions  an  influence  with 
others." 


CHRISTIAN,  George  M.,  of  Grinnell 
(see  page  169,  Vol.  I.),  was  sergeant-at-arms 
of  the  Iowa  delegation  to  the  repubican 
national  convention  in  Philadelphia  in  June, 
1900,  a  position  which  experience  has  taught 
him  to  fill  with  much  satisfaction  to  +he 
delegates. 


EATOTT,  W.  L.,  of  Osage  (see  page  448, 
Vol.  I.),  was  re-elected  to  the  legislature 
in  1899  and  was  a  candidate  for  the  repub- 
lican nomination  for  speaker  of  the  house 
when  the  house  was  organized  in  Januarv, 
1900.  The  contest  between  him  and  Dr.  D. 
H.  Bowen  of  Allamakee  county  was  a  very 
close  one  and  no  one  could  be  certain  of  the 
result  until  after  the  vote  in  the  caucus, 
which  was  43  for  Bowen  and  38  for  Eaton. 
Mr.  Eaton  in  this  contest  stood  for  the  in- 
terests of  A.  B.  Cummins  as  candidate  for 
United  States  senator.  Had  he  been  le<*s 
loyal  to  Mr.  Cummins  or  less  closely  identi- 
fied with  his  campaign,  he  would  have  been 
nominated  and  elected  speaker.  Speaker 
Bowen  appointed  Mr.  Eaton  to  the  best 
chairmanship  in  the  house,  that  of  the  com- 
mittee on  ways  and  means,  and  ho  served 
with  the  same  ability  and  fidelity  which  char- 
acterized his  first  session's  work. 


EDWARDS,  M.  F.,  of  Parkersburg  (see 
page  390,  Vol.  I.),  was  elected  to  the  Twen- 
ty-eighth General  Assembly  in  1899.  He  was 
chairman  of  the  house  committee  on  tele- 
graph,  telephone  and  express  and  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  committees  on  judiciary,  railroads 
and  commerce,  penitentiaries,  judicial  dis- 
tricts and  police  regulations.  He  attained 
such  prominence  during  the  session  that  he 
was  made  a  member  of  the  sifting  committi*e 
during  the  closing  days. 


FORBES,  J.  M.,  of  Jefferson  (see  page 
243,  Vol.  I.),  now  has  a  son,  Wendell  Wil- 
liam Forbes,  born  August  9,  1900.  He  luis 
purchased  a  370  acre  tract  of  land  In  Greene* 
county  and  is  fitting  it  up  for  a  grain  and 
stock  farm. 


FRICK,  M.  W.,  of  Rockwell  City  (see 
page  257,  Vol.  I.),  was  married  in  Ft.  Dodge*, 
Iowa,  October  25,  1900,  to  Miss  Minnie  De 
Motte  Holt,  of  Ft.  Dodge. 


FULLER,  William  E.,  of  ,Wot  Union 
(see  page  374,  Vol.  I.),  was  appointed  in 
1901  by  President  MoKinley  to  be  Assistant 
Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  hav- 
ing charge  of  the  Spanish  war  claims. 


GETZ,  Dr.  H.  L.,  of  Marshalltown  (s.v 
page  194,  Vol.  I.),  was  in  June,  1900,  elect 
ed  president  of  the  National  Association  of 
Railway  Surgeons  at  the  annual  meeting  in 
Detroit.  He  was  elected  first  vice  president 
of  the  Tri-State  Medical  Society,  of  Illinois 
Iowa  and  Missouri,  at  the  annual  meeting 
at  St.  Louis  in  April,  1900.  In  SeptemWr, 
1900,  he  was  constituted  a  member  ex-ofjici*> 
of  the  advisory  council  of  the  National  Vol- 
unteer Emergency  Service  Medical  Corj». 
He  is  the  author  of  the  following  original 
papers  on  subjects  connected  with  the  work 
of  railway  surgeons:  "Comments  on  Fir^* 
Aid  for  Injured  in  Railway  Accidents." 
"Thoughts  Relative  to  the  Needs  of  our  Rail 
way  Surgeons'  Associations  and  the  Univer- 
sal Betterment  of  our  Surgical  Work/*  1  &«•*•; 
"Minor  Casualty  Surgery — Ideals  of  Treat- 
ment and  Results,"  "First  Aid  (Limited)," 
1900. 
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GIBSON,  John,  of  Creston  (see  page 
254,  Vol.  I.),  was  re-elected  to  the  legisla- 
ture in  November,  1899,  having  a  majority 
almost  double  that  of  1897.  He  has  become 
extensively  interested  in  business  in  Chicago, 
being  the  treasurer  of  the  Philippine  Lum- 
U*r  and  Development  Company,  of  which 
( 'ongressman  J.  A.  T.  Hull  is  president. 

GORHELL,  Dr.  J.  R.,  of  Newton  (see 
page  540,  Vol.  I.),  sends  the  following  addi- 
tion to  his  speech,  written  by  himself: 

After  I  had  been  asked  to  resign  the  office 
of  senator  because  the  republican  party 
'*eould  no  longer  use  me  in  its  business,"  the 
silver  forces  of  Jasper  county  were  absurd 
enough  to  nominate  me  as  my  own  successor. 
What  followed  stands  alone  in  history  as  one 
of  the  most  unique  features  of  politics.  I 
was  nominated  by  the  republicans  on  a  silver 
platform  and  made  a  silver  speech.  Four 
years  later,  when  my  term  was  expiring,  T 
was  placed  in  nomination  at  the  democratic 
convention  by  the  democrat  who  was  defeat- 
ed by  me  four  years  before,  and,  in  accepting 
this  nomination  by  the  democrats  I  delivered 
the  same  silver  speech  I  had  delivered  t(»  the 
republican  convention  four  years  before! 
And  yet  they  say  I  have  changed!  The  ele<? 
tion  vindicated  my  position.  I  have  four 
years  more  of  service,  even  if  the  republican 
party  can  no  longer  "use  me  in  its  business/' 


GRISWOLD,  Henry  J.,  of  Winthrop, 
Buchanan  county  (see  page  554,  Vol.  I), 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  state  senate  in 
the  fall  of  1899,  representing  Delaware  and 
Buchanan  counties. 


ILALEY,  i\  E.,  of  Des  Moines  (see  pagy 
2Ui)y  Vol.  I),  was  re-elected  in  1899  and 
11*00  to  be  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
Iowa  State  Traveling  Men's  Association,  hav- 
ing no  opposition.  His  successful  manage- 
ment of  the  Association's  business  assures 
him  this  position  as  long  as  he  desires  it. 


HAMBLETON,  A.  V.  N.,  of  Oskaloosa 
<  s<*e  page  353,  Vol.  I),  was  nominated  by 
the  republicans  and  elected  a  member  of 
the  board  of  supervisors  of  Mahaska  county 
in  1899.     The  county  poor  farm  is  under  his 


supervision  and  he  represents  especially  the 
city  of  Oskaloosa.  A  new  $20,000  jail  voted 
at  the  last  election  will  be  built  under  his 
superintendence.  The  ground  next  the 
court  house  on  which  it  is  to  be  built  was 
secured  largely  through  his  influence  and 
prompt  action.  Mr.  Hambleton  is  secretary 
of  the  board  of  trustees  of  Penn  College  and 
also  of  the  endowment  trustees.  The  institu- 
tion has  lately  received  an  additional  endow- 
ment of  $50,000.  Mr.  Hambleton's  father 
died  April  2,  1899,  and  his  mother  died  Jan- 
uary 27,  1900. 


HAET,  E.  L.,  of  Corydon  (see  page  199, 
Vol.  I),  died  March  30,  1900.  At  the  close 
of  the  March  term  of  .the  district  court  he 
was  taken  seriously  ill  with  pneumonia  and 
lived  but  five  days.  Many  fine  trub- 
utes  to  his  character  and  ability  were 
rendered  by  members  of  the  bar  and  friends 
at  the  memorial  services  held  at  the  May 
term  of  the  district  court  before  Judge 
Tedford.  Resolutions  passed  at  this  time, 
introduced  by  Hon.  Lewis  Miles,  declared 
Mr.  Hart  to  be  "A  man  and  a  lawyer  of  up- 
right honest  purpose  and  a  steadfast  adherent 
to  what  he  believed  to  be  right;  that  he  was 
of  great  and  untiring  industry ;  that  he  was 
learned  in  the  law;  that  he  was  pure  and  un- 
sullied in  his  personal  and  professional  life, 
and  that  he  honored  his  profession." 


HEAD,  Maiilox,  of  Jefferson  (see  page 
453,  Vol.  I),  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
lower  house  of  the  legislature  in  1899  by 
the  largest  majority  given  to  any  candidate 
on  the  republican  ticket.  He  served  with 
ability  and  fidelity.  Governor  Shaw  apj^nV 
ed  him  as  one  of  the  commissioners  to  locals 
the  positions  of  the  Iowa  regiments  at  the 
siege  of  Vicksburg.  The  commission  began 
its  work  by  visiting  the  battlefield  in  No /em- 
ber, 1900. 


LARRABEE,  William  (see  page  282, 
Vol.  I.),  resigned  his  position  on  the  state 
board  of  control  in  the  spring  of  1900,  having 
assisted  in  placing  the  system  on  a  sound 
working  basis,  and  with  his  wife  and  a  party 
of  friends  made  an  extensive  tour  of  Europe. 
Upon  retiring  from  the  board  of  control  Gov- 
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ernor  Larrabee  contributed  the  entire  amount 
of  the  salary  which  he  had  received,  amount- 
ing to  about  $3,000,  for  the  purpose  of  sup- 
plying a  pipe  organ,  providing  the  legisla- 
ture appropriated  money  to  build  a  chapel, 
for  the  Orphans'  Home  at  Davenport  The 
legislature  appropriated  $20,000  for  the 
purpose,  the  building  was  erected  and  the 
organ  set  up  in  January,  1901.  Governor 
and  Mrs.  Larrabee  have  recently  presented 
marble  busts  of  themselves,  executed  by  a 
celebrated  sculptor  in  Florence,  Italy,  to  the 
state  historical  department. 

LATLANDER,  O.  J.,  of  Cedar  Falls 
(see  page  376,  Vol.  I),  resigned  the  super- 
intendency  of  the  Cedar  Falls  schools  in  the 
spring  of  1900  in  order  to  engage  in  the 
school  book  and  publishing  business,  in  which 
he  had  for  some  time  been  interested. 


LETTS,  Colonel  Frank  C,  of  Marshall- 
town  (see  page  321,  Vol.  I),  the  well 
known  wholesale  grocer,  now  spends  the 
most  of  his  time  in  Chicago  and  the 
East,  where  he  is  acting  as  the  purchas- 
ing agent  for  several  large  wholesale  grocery 
houses  in  Iowa,  Illinois  and  Kansas,  in  which 
he  is  a  large  stockholder.  This  agreement 
to  purchase  in  common,  which  he  brought 
about,  has  resulted  in  great  benefits  to  the 
grocery  houses  concerned.  They  have  been 
able  to  buy  their  goods  very  much  cheaper 
than  when  a  ./ting  independently. 


MAGEE,  Rev.  John  C,  of  Cedar  Falls, 
(see  page  419,  Vol.  I),  was  a  member  of  the 
Quadrennial  General  Conference  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  which  met  in 
Chicago,  Illinois,  during  the  month  of  May, 
1900.  lie  was  chairman  of  the  delegation 
arid  served  on  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy. 
He  served  as  president  of  the  Twentieth  Cen- 
tury Commission  of  the  Upper  Iowa  Confer- 
ence. 


MARSH,  Dr.  Charles  F.,  (see  page  545, 
Vol.  I),  formerly  a  resident  of  Mt.  Pleasant, 
is  now  a  resident  of  Pensacola,  Florida,  hav- 
ing offices  in  the  Masonic  Temple  in  that 
city.  He  says  he  moved  to  Florida  for  the 
climate  and  his  prospective  future  good,  but 


that  he  shall  always  feel  that  Iowa  is  first 
in  all  that  constitutes  real  worth  save  alone 
climate. 


MARSH,  Oscar  H.,  (see  page  246,  Vol. 
I),  county  superintendent  of  schools  of  Mills 
county,  was  re-elected  in  1899  and  continues 
to  hold  a  high  rank  in  the  educational  field. 


MARTIN,  Colonel  L.  M.,  of  Des  Moines 
(see  page  217,  Vol.  I),  having  retired  from 
the  Iowa  Central  Railway,  is  now  interested 
in  extensive  railway  building  in  the  south 
west.  In  1900  he  devoted  himself  to  the 
sound  money  cause,  conducting  its  national 
speaking  campaign  as  a  sound  money  demo- 
crat at  Indianapolis  and  contributing  largely 
to  the  sound  money  victory  of  that  year. 


McARTHUR,  W.  C,  of  Burlington  (see- 
page 442,  Vol.  I),  was  in  the  fall  of  1900 
appointed  clerk  of  the  United  States  District 
Court  for  the  Southern  district  of  Iowa  by 
Judge  Smith  McPherson.  He  thereupon  re- 
signed his  seat  in  the  state  senate. 


McCLAIN,  Emil,  of  Iowa  City  (see 
page  298,  Vol.  I),  was  nominated  by  the 
republican  state  convention  August  1,  1900, 
for  supreme  judge,  after  a  prolonged  contest 
in  which  numerous  candidates  of  distinguish- 
ed ability  and  reputation  were  entered.  He 
was  elected  by  the  full  party  majority,  as- 
suming his  duties  on  the  supreme  bench  Jan- 
uary 1,  1901.  During  the  legislative  session 
of  1900  Chancellor  McClain  advocated  the 
passage  of  a  law  recommended  by  the  State 
Bar  Association  extending  the  required  peri- 
od of  law  study  to  three  years.  The  bill  was 
passed  in  the  form  in  which  he  presented  it. 
In  January,  1900,  Chancellor  McClain  pulv- 
lished  a  volume  of  "Cases  on  Constitutional 
Law,"  a  subject  to  which  he  has  for  many 
years  given  close  attention.  Thi3  volume 
comprises  1,080  pages  and  was  published  by 
Little,  Brown  &  Co.,  Boston. 


MELENDY,  Peter,  of  Cedar  Falls  (see 
page  336,  Vol.  I),  died  October  18,  1901, 
at  his  home  in  that  city. 
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MILLS,  Eabl  (see  page  230,  Vol.  I),  re- 
ceived the  degree  of  Master  of  Didactics 
August  2,  1900,  from  Highland  Park  Nor- 
mal College.  He  is  now  attending  the  Iowa 
College  of  Law,  the  law  department  of  Drake 
University,  in  Des  Moines,  and  will  gradu- 
ate in  May,  1901. 


broad  and  far  reaching  to  be  contained  ia 
one  town  or  state.  His  work  will  live  long 
after  him." 


PACKARD,  Stephen  B.,  of  Marshall- 
town  (see  page  418,  Vol.  I),  is  now  serving 
as  a  director  in  the  American  Hereford 
Breeders'  Association  and  has  been  appoint- 
ed by  Governor  Shaw  to  serve  with  ex-Gov- 
ernor Boies  as  one  of  the  vice  presidents  for 
Iowa  at  the  Pan-American  Exposition  in 
Buffalo  in  1901.  He  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  State  Board  of  Agriculture  by  the 
State  Agricultural  Convention,  held  in  Des 
Moines,  December  12,  1901.  His  large  ex- 
perience in  the  exposition  business,  having 
been  a  member  of  the  Iowa  commissions  at 
the  World's  Fair  and  the  Trans-Mississippi 
Exposition  in  Omaha,  together  with  his  high 
standing  as  a  farmer  and  stock  breeder  in 
the  state,  made  him  a  very  desirable  mem- 
ber of  this  board. 


T.  S.  PARVIN,  whose  sketch  appears  on 
page  155,  Volume  I,  was  one  of  the  last  of 
the  old  guard  to  pass  away.  He  was  one  of 
the  last  of  the  living  of  those  connected  with 
territorial  and  early  state  history,  and  was 
well  known  throughout  the  United  States. 
He  participated  in  many  of  the  stirring 
events  in  the  early  days  in  Iowa.  His  death 
occurred  at  his  home  in  Cedar  Rapids  on 
June  28,  1901.  The  funeral  services  were 
conducted  by  the  Masonic  Grand  Lodge  of 
Iowa,  for  which  body  he  had  been  Grand 
Secretary  for  fifty-eight  years;  the  Grand 
and  many  Past  Grand  officers,  as  well  as 
prominent  men  of  the  state,  being  present. 
The  later  part  of  his  life  was  spent  in  th3 
upbuilding  of  the  Masonic  library,  which  he 
had  founded  in  1844,  and  over  which  he 
presided  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  Many 
eulogies  have  been  written  reviewing  his 
works  to  the  state,  the  church  and  the  edu- 
cational institutions  of  Iowa,  and  to  Masonry 
in  his  adopted  state.  In  the  death  of  Mr. 
Parvin,  in  the  language  as  one  has  said  of 
him,  "Iowa  has  lost  a  character  that  was  too 


POWERS,  Dr.  F&ed  W.,  of  Reinbeck, 
whose  biographical  sketch  appears  on  page 
3(59  of  this  volume,  was  apointed  by  Gover- 
nor Shaw  tpo  be  a  member  of  the  State  Board 
of  Health,  January  31,  1901. 

PRALL,  Dr.  A.  A.,  of  Dayton  (see  page 
216,  Vol.  I),  has  achieved  considerable  suc- 
cess as  an  inventor,  particularly  with  Prall's 
storm  front  for  buggies.  A  factory  has 
been  started  in  Des  Moines  and  the  business 
is  very  promising.  He  has  several  other  in- 
ventions under  way,  the  success  of  which 
seem  to  be  certain.  The  doctor  took  a  post- 
graduate course  in  medicine  in  Chicago  in 
1900. 


PRAY,  Gilbert  B.,  of  Webster  City  (see 
page  357,  Vol.  I.),  resigned  his  position  as 
special  agent  in  the  Indian  bureau  in  the 
summer  of  1900,  and  is  now  devoting  all  of 
his  time  to  the  interests  of  the  Royal  Union 
Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  of  Des 
Moines. 


POTTER,  L.  F.,  formerly  of  Oakland, 
now  a  resident  of  Harlan  (see  page  179,  Vol. 
I),  declined  a  re-election  to  the  legislature 
in  1899,  when  he  might  have  gone  to  the  sen- 
ate, and  removed  to  Harlan,  where  he  estab- 
lished the  First  National  bank,  of  which  he 
is  president  and  active  manager.  He  still 
has  general  supervision  of  the  Citizens'  State 
bank  of  Oakland  and  of  the  Bank  of  Defi- 
ance, of  which  he  is  president.  At  the  la^t 
convention  of  the  Iowa  Bankers'  Association 
he  was  elected  treasurer. 


PUGH,  R.  W.,  of  Williamsburg,  county 
attorney  of  Iowa  county  (see  page  240,  Vol. 
I),  has  been  in  office  nearly  two  years,  dur- 
ing which  time  he  has  pleased  the  people  by 
the  economy  and  fidelity  with  which  he  has 
conducted  the  office.  He  has  succeeded  very 
well  with  criminal  cases,  having  had  some 
very  difficult  ones  to  try  against  the  best  law- 
yers in  the  county.  Seven  men  have  received 
penitentiary  sentences  during  his  term  and 
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many  others  have  received  lighter  punish- 
ment. Mr.  Pugh's  opinions  are  regarded  as 
practically  conclusive  by  county  officers,  lie 
maintains  his  office  and  residence  in  Wil- 
liamsburg, but  has  an  office  in  the  court  house 
at  Marengo,  where  he  is  found  during  court 
and  the  meetings  of  the  board  of  supervisors. 


ROBERTSON,  JJb.  J.  C,  of  Council 
Bluffs  (see  page  401,  Vol.  I),  died  Septem- 
ber 16,  1899.  His  death  was  caused  by  an 
obstruction  in  the  bowels. 


SAUNDERS,  Colonel  C.  G.,  of  Council 
Bluffs  (see  page  244,  Vol.  I),  received  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws  from  Drake  Uni- 
versity, his  alma  mater,  in  June,  1900.  On 
this  occasion  he  delivered  the  principal  ad- 
dress at  the  dedication  of  the  new  chapel  of 
the  university.  He  is  now  the  attorney  for 
the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  Railway 
in  Council  Bluffs.  A  son,  Charles  Douglas, 
was  born  to  Colonel  and  Mrs.  Saunders  Aug- 
ust 25,  1900. 

SCHMIDT,  Harry,  of  Council  Bluffs 
(see  page  530,  Vol.  I),  was  married  October 
30,  1895,  instead  of  November  30,  1895,  as 
stated  in  Volume  I.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schmidt 
have  two  daughters,  Helen  Marie,  born  Feb- 
ruary 4,  1897,  and  Elsie  Gertrude,  born  No- 
vember 8,  1900. 


SHLASW,  Governor  Leslie  M.  (see  page 
167,  Vol.  I.),  was  re-elected  in  1899,  receiv- 
ing 239,543  votes  against  183,326  for  Fred 
E.  (White,  the  fusion  candidate.  His  plural- 
ity of  56,217  is  the  largest  ever  given  to  a 
governor  in  Iowa.  In  the  summer  of  1900 
the  death  of  Senator  John  H.  Gear  placed 
upon  Governor  Shaw  the  duty  of  appointing 
a  man  to  fill  the  vacancy.  Senator  Gear  died 
July  14,  1900.  After  carefully  considering 
the  situation  and  with  a  view  to  securing  for 
the  state  the  best  representation  in  the  sen- 
ate, Governor  Shaw,  August  22,  1900,  ap- 
pointed Congressman  Jonathan  P.  Dolliver 
of  Fort  Dodge  to  be  United  States  senator. 
The  appointment  met  with  universal  endorse- 
ment in  the  state,  and  there  was  no  thought 
of  any  opposition  to  the  election  of  Senator 
Dolliver  by  the  legislature.  Judge  J.  P. 
Conner,  of  Denison,  Governor  Shaw's  friend, 


was  nominated  and  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy 
caused  by  the  promotion  of  Mr.  Dolliver  10 
the  senate.  In  the  campaign  of  1900  Gov- 
ernor Shaw  was  a  conspicuous  national  fig- 
ure. He  spoke  for  about  six  weeks  under  the 
direction  of  the  republican  national  corii- 
mittee,  traveling  in  nine  states  and  address- 
ing large  meetings  at  important  places.  He 
was  in  great  demand  throughout  the  West 
and  often  spoke  twice  and  three  times  a  day. 
During  the  latter  part  of  the  campaign  he 
spent  most  of  his  time  in  Iowa  and  spoke 
twice  a  day  nearly  all  the  time.  No  two  of 
his  speeches  were  alike.  He  constantly  add- 
ed new  material,  fresh  arguments,  and  the 
newspapers  published  a  new  speech  by  the 
governor  several  times  a  week.  The  governor 
became  known  as  one  of  the  strongest  men 
in  public  life  in  the  United  States  and  is 
recognized  everywhere  as  a  leader  in  political 
thought.  A  man  of  original  and  vigorous 
ideas,  he  has  a  secure  place  in  national  poli- 
tics. Governor  Shaw  was  chairman  of  the 
Iowa  delegation  in  the  Republican  national 
convention  at  Philadelphia,  in  June,  1900, 
and  earnestly  supported  Congressman  Dol- 
liver for  the  vice  presidency.  Governor  Shaw 
was  appointed  by  President  Roosevelt  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  February  1,  1902,  suc- 
ceeding Secretary  Gage. 

SNYDER,  E.  A.,  of  Cedar  Falls  (see 
page  239,  Vol.  I),  has  been  quite  as  success- 
ful as  postmaster  as  he  was  as  an  editor.  The 
people  give  him  credit  for  being  an  attentive, 
efficient,  up-to-date  official.  He  has  secured 
four  rural  mail  routes  out  of  Cedar  Falls, 
and  this  service  is  greatly  appreciated  by  the 
farmers. 


ST.  JOHN,  Robert,  of  Riceville  (see 
page  430,  Vol  I),  proprietor  of  Oak  Park 
Stock  Farm,  the  well  known  breeder  of  Short 
Horn  cattle  and  Poland  China  hogs,  was,  in 
December,  1900,  elected  a  member  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  State  Board  of 
Agriculture.  Later  he  was  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  agricultural  department 
of  the  state  fair.  He  has  lately  become  a 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  order. 


STILSON,  O.  H.,  of  Corwith  (see  page 
202,  Vol.  I),  was  elected  president  of  the 
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First  State  Bank  of  Corwith  in  March,  1899, 
and  reelected  a  year  later.  He  has  helped 
to  organize  the  Hawkeye  State  Oil  Company. 
with  headquarters  in  Los  Angeles,  Califor- 
nia, and  is  vice  president  and  a  director  of 
the  company,  which  is  incorporated  for  $500,- 
000,  and  has  valuable  holdings  in  the  Kern 
River  district,  near  Bakersfield,  and  in  Ven- 
tura county,  near  St.  Paula.  He  is  also  a 
director  of  the  Corwith  Mill  and  Power  Com- 
pany, manufacturers  of  high  grade  flour. 

STONER,  Db.  Chables  E.,  of  Des 
Moines  (see  page  497,  Vol.  I),  died  at  his 
home  in  that  city  October  25,  1901. 

STOUT,  Henby  Lane,  of  Dubuque  (see 
page  438,  Vol.  I),  died  July  17,  1900. 

STOUT,  James  E.,  of  Des  Moines  (see 
page  259,  Vol.  I),  having  served  two  terms 
as  sheriff  of  Polk  county,  retired  at  the  end 
of  1899  and  was  in  the  spring  of  1900  ap- 
pointed by  Mayor  Hartenbower  to  be  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  of  the  city 
of  Des  Moines. 


TEDFORD,  Howard,  of  Mt.  Ayr  (see 
page  464,  Vol.  I),  was  elected  state  binder 
by  the  legislature  in  the  winter  of  1900.  He 
took  charge  of  his  office  in  January,  1901. 

THOMPSON,  F.  M.,  of  Rock  Rapids  (see 
page  359,  Vol.  I),  has  become  extensively 
interested  in  mining  in  the  Coeur  D'Alene 
range  in  Idaho  and  Washington.  He  is  vice 
president  of  two  companies  which  have  line 
prospects.  One  of  them  is  the  Bishop  Min- 
ing and  Milling  Company. 


THOMPSON,  Colonel  J.  K.  P.,  of  Rock 
Rapids  (see  page  339,  Vol.  I),  was  appoint- 
ed one  of  the  commissioners  at  large  and 
elected  chairman  of  the  commission  created 
by  the  legislature  to  locate  the  position  of 
the  Iowa  troops  in  the  siege  of  Vicksburg. 
The  commission  visited  the  historic  battle- 
field in  November,  1900,  and  performed  its 
task  with  but  little  difficulty.  Colonel 
Thompson  has  been  conspicuous  in  the  move- 
ment to  establish  the  national  military  park 
at  Vicksburg.  The  Thompson  family  has 
a  delightful  home  at  Rock  Rapids,  "ri-lah- 


hay-ay,"  colonial  in  architecture,  ample  in 
size,  superb  in  finish,  filled  with  bric-a-brac 
and  other  evidences  of  extended  travel.  Their 
library  is  a  well  chosen  one  of  a  thousand 
volumes  or  more,  possessing  some  rarities. 
Colonel  Thompson  is  half  owner  of  the  Lyon 
County  Rank,  Rock  Rapids,  Iowa;  presi- 
dent of  the  State  Bank  of  Slayton,  Minne- 
sota; vice  president  of  the  Doon  Savings 
Bank  of  Doon,  Iowa;  and  a  director  in  the 
Pipestone  County  Bank  of  Pipestone,  Min- 
nesota, State  Bank  of  Jasper,  Minnesota,  and 
Citizens'  State  Bank  of  Sioux  Center,  Iowa. 
Their  daughter,  Leta  May,  is  a  pupil  of 
A.  E.  Schoen  Rene  of  Minneapolis,  and  is 
making  rapid  progress  toward  becoming  a 
clever  vocalist.  The  members  of  the  family 
are  good  travelers,  having  visited  at  one  time 
or  another  every  state  and  territory  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  sister  republic  of 
Mexico,  and  Canada.  The  great  natural 
wonders  of  their  own  country  have  been  of 
especial  interest  to  them,  such  as  the  Yellow- 
stone National  Park,  Yosemite  Valley,  the 
Grand  Canons  of  the  Colorado  and  Arkan- 
sas and  the  gorges  of  the  Gunnison.  Some 
years  ago  the  Colonel  performed  the  unusual 
feat  of  making  the  ascent  of  Popocateptl,  a 
height  of  nearly  18,000  feet. 


TIRRILL,  R.  W.,  of  Manchester  (see 
page  226,  Vol.  I),  sailed  from  New  York 
January  27,  1900,  with  his  wife  for  a  nine 
months'  tour  of  Europe  and  the  Orient.  They 
went  directly  to  Naples,  visiting  Pompeii, 
Herculaneum,  Vesuvius  and  other  historic 
places  in  and  near  Naples.  Crossing  the 
Mediterranean  to  Alexandria,  they  visited 
Cairo  and  traveled  seven  hundred  miles  up 
the  Nile.  They  saw  the  pyramids,  the  tem- 
ples and  other  old  ruins  of  the  ancient  Phar- 
aohs. In  Palestine,  Syria  and  Asia  Minor 
they  spent  forty-four  days,  taking  a  horse- 
back ride  and  camping  tour  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  miles  from  Jerusalem  to  Damas- 
cus, over  a  path  that  no  wheeled  vehicle  ever 
did  or  ever  can  go.  Following  the  Mediter- 
ranean coast,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tirrill  went  to 
Smyrna,  Rhodes,  Ephesus,  up  the  Darda- 
nelles to  the  Sea  of  Marmora  and  Constanti- 
nople, thence  to  Athens  and  through  Greece, 
Corfu  and  Brindisi,  returning  to  Naples. 
After  this  they  saw  Rome,  Florence,  Genoa, 
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Turin,  Milan,  Venice,  Vienna,  Munich, 
Ober-Ammergau,  traveled  through  southern 
France,  spent  some  time  in  Paris,  Germany, 
Austria,  Holland,  Switzerland,  England, 
Ireland  and  Scotland.  They  kept  a  journal 
of  their  travels  which  they  are  now  prepar- 
ing to  publish. 

TOWNSEND,  Edwabd,  of  Cedar  Fall*, 
(see  page  501,  Vol.  I),  died  January  19, 
1900. 


WHITNEY,  Cassius  H.,  formerly  of 
Harlan  (se  page  487,  Vol.  I),  dissolved 
partnership  with  his  brother  November  1, 
1899,  and  removed  to  Harrington,  Nebraska, 
where  he  is  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law 
and  is  doing  well.  He  says  he  went  farther 
west  with  his  family  to  grow  up  with  the 
coiintry. 

WILL,  Dr.  F.  J.,  formerly  of  Eagle  Grove 
(see  page  340,  Vol.  I),  has  removed  to  Des 
Moines,  where  he  is  chief  medical  examiner 
for  the  Bankers'  Life  Association,  a  position 
of  great  responsibility  and  one  of  the  best  in 
the  insurance  business  in  Iowa. 


the 

I), 


WILLIAMS,  George  T.,  editor  of 
Ida  County  Pioneer  (see  page  315,  Vol. 
was  appointed  by  Governor  Shaw  as  a  dele- 
gate on  behalf  of  the  state  of  Iowa  to  investi- 
gate and  report  concerning  foreign  printing 
and  publishing.  He  accordingly  made  visits 
to  the  Paris  Exposition  and  the  British  Isles 
during  the  summer  of  1900.  Mr.  Williams 
has  recently  become  a  lecturer  and  has  lec- 
tured extensively  in  the  southern  states  and 
elsewhere,  his  subject  being  "Hash — In  Our* 
and  other  Countries."    Died  March,  1902. 


WOOD,  Dr.  I.  C,  of  Logan  (see  page  263, 
Vol.  I.),  has  been  appointed  surgeon  of  tbo 

Jllinois  Central  Railway.     He  has  bought  a 
rug  store  and  is  conducting  that  in  connec- 
tion with  his  practice. 


WOODWARD,  J.  C.  &  W.  W.,  of  Council 
Bluffs  (see  page  264,  Vol.  I),  have  success- 
fully introduced  the  colonial  style  of  archi- 
tecture in  western  Iowa,  two  notable  exam- 
ples of  their  work  being  the  residences  of  W. 
L.  Douglas,  at  Council  Bluffs,  and  L.  E.  Wil- 
liams, at  Glenwood.  Colonial  residences 
have  become  very  popular.  People  see  re- 
produced in  them  the  homes  of  their  boyhood 
daysi — the  old  fireplace,  the  large  porch  col- 
umns and  the  general  air  of  hospitality. 


AYRES,  Samuel  Pabker,  of  Marshall- 
town,  formerly  of  Atlantic,  whose  biographi- 
cal sketch  appears  on  page  461  of  this  vol- 
ume, sold  the  Atlantic  Telegraph  in  August, 
1899,  and  removed  to  Marshalltowu,  where, 
in  connection  with  George  L.  Sieg,  he  estab- 
lished the  Marshalltown  Herald  and  a  large 
job  printing  office.  Mr.  Ayres  was  already 
well  known  in  that  section,  as  he  began  news- 
paper work  in  Knoxville,  October  1,  1885, 
when  he  purchased  the  Knoxville  Journal, 
which  he  managed  successfully  until  January 
1,  1895,  when  he  disposed  of  it  and  pur- 
chased an  interest  in  the  Daily  and  Weekly 
Telegraph,  in  company  with  L.  E.  Hollowell. 
Mr.  Ayres  had  been  in  the  practice  of  law  for 
six  years  in  Knoxville  before  he  purchased 
the  Journal.  His  third  daughter,  Mabel,  it 
now  Mrs.  B.  E.  Langsworthy. 
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